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‘T HE farther we proceed in our undertaking, 
thé lefs occafion there is éither to enlarge on 
its nature, ot on the manner in which it is con- 
ducted. In both thefe refpects we have had thé 
fatisfaction of recéiving the approbation of the Pub- 
lic; and we truft, that 4 fimilar approbation will 
Attend the préfent voluitie. Not to mention that 
it hath been prepared for the = with a caré 
equal to what has formerly been difplayed, we hall 
beg leave to obfirve, that one or two parts which, 
in the laft year, were pérhaps rathér too éxcrefcent, 
are now rediiced to théir due compafs and propor- 
tion: at the fame time, it is hoped, that no de- 


partment of the work will be found defective. 
A feafon of general peace doth not exhibit fuch 


ftriking fcenes as When thé world is involved in 
the tumults and devaftations of war. But it af- 
fords matters equally momentous, and which aré 
more delightful to philofophic minds, and the 
friends of humanity. The Parliamentary Hiftory of 
Great Britain and Ireland, which comprehends 
_ fuch' a variety of political, civil, and commer- 
cial concerns, muft ever be a very important ob- 
jet: and Europe, in its moft tranquil ftate, will 
always be productive of events that give {cope to 
{peculation. It is devoutly to be wifhed, that the 
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nations of the earth could continue to be united 
in the bonds of peace; but fuch a happy fituation 
of things is rather to be defired than expected. 
There is a ferment in the minds of men which 
feems to prognofticate frefh difturbances, and which 
perhaps may end in great revolutions. It is not 
our bufinefs to prophefy; but we cannot avoid 
exprefling our apprehenfions, that the commotions 
in Holland will not blow over {fo lightly as fome 
politicians are ready to imagine. 


The Literary Part of our work will explain the 
State of Knowledge, Science and Tafte in the year 
1786; and it is a pleafure to find that, amidft a 
number of infignificant publications, there are fo 
many which can be fpoken of with applaufe. 
Thofe who depreciate the learning of the prefent 
times, are not acquainted with the, fubject. In 
the department of. Domeftic Literature, we have 
frefh obligations to the gentleman who hath vo- 
luntarily communicated to us the articles that relate 
to Natural Philofophy, Chemiftry, and Medicine. 


On the whole, we prefent the Seventh Volume 
of the New Annual Regifter to our readers, with 
the agreeable hope, that they will derive from it 
both inftruction and entertainment. Such a ho 
hath always animated our endeavours, and it will 
continue to invigorate our future exertions. 
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E are now approaching to a period, in which the 
hiftory ef knowledge will, by degrees, become 

more and more interefting and copious. The latter end 
of the fifteenth century prefents.us with the dawn of that 
full light which at length fhone upon thefe kingdoms, 
But before we proceed in our narrative, it will be expe- 
dient to look back on fome circumftances, an acquaint- 


ance with which will affift us in forming a clearer view 
of our fubject. 


In former Articles, we have had occafion to mention, 
incidentally, the {chool divines who flourifhed in Great 
Britain. But we have promifed to confider the fcholaf- 
tic theology a little more diftinétly and particularly, as 


it is a Curious phenomenon in the hiftory of the human 
mind. 


It was early the fault of divines to mix a fpurious 
philofophy with religions This difpofition prevailed 
1786. a foon 
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foon after the propagation of the Gofpel, and continuedy 
for feveral of the firft centuries of Chriftianity, to be 
productive of evil effects. But that is not the point to 
which our prefent enquiry tends. The fchool divinity, 
properly fo ealled, had a later origin. It took its rife 
in thofe barbarous ages which fucceeded the downfall of 
learning, owing to the irruptions of the northern nations, 
and to other caufes. Perhaps fome preparation was made 
for the introduction of this divinity by John Damafce- 
nus, in the eighth century; who, having drawn up an 
abridgment of the logic and ethies of Ariftole, formed 
a {cheme of theology upon it,. in' his four books, con- 
cerning ** the Orthodox Faith.” His model, however, 
in confequence of the general ignorance and barbarity 
of the fucceeding times, was not fpeedily followed. To- 
wards the clofe of the eleventh century, fomething of 
the fame plan was purfued by Lanfranc and Anfelm, 
fucceffively archbifhops of Canterbury. In the begin- 
ning of the next century, the famous Abelard publifhed 
three books of an introduction to divinity; by the af- 
fiftance of which, Peter Lombard, about the middle of 
that century, compiled his four Books of Sentences, 
from thé writings of the fathers, and efpecially of St. 
Auftin. © This work was long held in prodigious repu- 
tation, and the commentaries upon it were almoft with- 
out number. ‘Fhe author of it was entitled, by way of 
diftinétion, “ The Mafter of Sentences,” and he has often: 
been reprefented as the father of the fchoolmen.. Hence 
forward Theology afflumed a new form, and was refolved 
into an infinite number of queftions, which were debated 
with all poffible fubtilty. What contributed, in the 
higheft degree, to this effe€t was the veneration which 
was paid to Ariftotle ; who now came to be regularly 
ftudied, and to be made the ftandard of. logic and phi- 
lofophy. 


We are not, however, to imagine that the learned of 
this period were acquainted with Ariftotie in the origi- 
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ial. For what knowledge they had of him they were 
indebted to the Arabians. It is well known, and has 
formerly been mentioned, that the Saracens, after they 
had become fettled in the fevetal countries which were 
conquered by them, applied themfelves to literature. 
Among their other purfuits, being of a fubtile genius, 
the philofophy of Ariftotle naturally excited their atten- 
tion and admiration. His logic was fuited to their tafte, 
and from him they learned to multiply diftin@tions with- 
out reafon; and withoutend In commenting upon him 
their literary men were employed for centuries; and it 
was only through the medium of the tranflations derived 
from the Mahometans in Spain that an acquaintance 
with him was obtained by the reft of Europe. With 
thefe tranflations, the divines of the Romifh church ad- 
opted the barbarous terms of Avicenna and other Ara 
bians, which terms, being introduced into the Latin 
tongue, formed a moft extraordinary jargon. What 
particularly recommended Ariftotle to the thedlogians 
was, their belief that they could draw arguments from 
him which would enable them to confute the tenets of the 
Mahometans themfelves, and to fupport all the doc- 
rines of popery. Accordingly, his philofophy was eager- 
ly embraced ; and although it was only collected from 
tranflations ill performed, and worfe. underftood, it 
reigned triumphant for many ages. ‘Ariftotle held the 
eo! of divinity, inftead of St. Paul. The perfons who 
principally contributed to this great literary revolution 
were Albertus Magnus, Bonaventure, ‘and efpecially 
Thomas Aquinas. He it was who, in the thirteenth 
century, gave to the fcholaftic theology its full eftablith- 
ment, and raifed it to its higheft glory. To him, as the. 
head of the fchoolmen, thofe who have been devoted 
to that fpecies of divinity have ufually looked up with a 
veneration almoft approaching to idolatry. The title be- 
ftowed upon him was that of the Angelical doctor, and 
he has been loaded with innumerable praifés. Thomas 
Aquinas was the father of the Realifts, whofe diftinguifh- 
a2 ing 
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ing tenet it was, that univerfals are realities, and have 
an actual exiftence, not being merely ideas or imagin- 
ations, but fubfifting, as they exprefied it, in their own 
language, ** ex parte rei.” His difciples were called 


Thomitts. 


But though the philofophy of Thomas Aquinas main- 
tained fo great a {way, new parties could not be pre- 
vented from fpringing up athong the ichool-men. A 
very eminent fect was formed by Duns Scotus, who de- 
parted in various inftances, from the doctrines of 
Aquinas. The chief points about which they difagreed 
were, the * Nature of the Divine Co-operation with 
with the Human Will,” the ** Meafure of the Divine 
Grace that is neceffary to Salvation,” the “* Unity of 
Form in Man,” or perfonal identity, and other abftrufe 
and minute queftions. But what contributed moft to 
exalt the reputation of Scotus, and to cover him with 
glory, was his defence of what—is called the ‘* Imma- 
culate Conception of the Virgin Mary.” Hence he was 
warmly patronized by the Francifcans, in oppofition to 
the Dominicans, who entertained different notions with 
regard to that matter. The difciples of Duns Scotus 
were Called Scotifts. For a iong period, the Thomitts 
and the Scotifts contended againft each other with all 
the fubtleties of diftinétion they were capable of in- 
venting ; nor is the controverfy between them entirely 


excluded from the Latin fchools, even at the prefent 
day. 


“Another formidable adverfary to the doétrine of 
Thomas Aquinas, was found in William Occam, a 
Francifcan friar of the feverer order, a follower of 
Scotus, and a doctor of divinity at Paris. This perfon, 
in the fourteenth century, was the reviver of the Nomi- 
nalifts, a fect that had long fubfifted, but which had 
now for fome time funk into general neglect. They 
had received that denomination, becaufe they maintain- 
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ed that words, not things, were the objects of dialectics. 
To become learned, it was not enough, they faid, to 
have juft ideas of things; but it was likewife neceffary 
to know the proper names of their genera and fpecies, 
and to be able to exprefs them clearly and precifely, 
without confufion and ambiguity. The doétrines of the 
Nominalifts were founded upon the philofophy of Zeno 
and the Stoics; fo that, in fome refpeéts, Occam and 
his followers are to be confidered as oppofers of Ariftotle. 
In the contefts which were carried on by them with the 
difciples of Aquinas, it was not always a war of diftinc- 
tions and words. The combatants were fo enraged at 
each other, that they often proceeded to blows. The 
Nominalifts were fome times triumphant, efpecially 
when they happened to be headed by men of great re+ 
putation ; but, in general, they were far inferior in 
number to the Realifts, and at length became of little 
confideration. The Realifts were fupperted by the popes, 
their method of treating fubjects being thought more 
favourable to the doctrines and claims of the church of 
Rome. There was another fect called the Formalifts, 
who mediated between the extremes of the two grand 
contending parties, but who, as might be expected, 
never rofe to any high degree of eminence, 


However the fchool-men might be divided, their dift 
putes were idle and ridiculous, and their diftinétions 
abfurd, and, for the moft part, unintelligible, In their 
works they difcuffed an infinite number of theological 
or philofophical queftions, propofed the arguments on 
both fides, and determined them by fubtle and analogi- 
cal reafonings. In doing this they frequently made 
ufe of the authority of Ariftotle, and fometimes appeal- 
ed to that of the Fathers; their quotations from whom, 
being taken at fecond hand, were, in many cafes, not 
only inaccurate, but very injudicioufly applied. The 
ftyle of their books was generally dry and barbarous, 
and almoft always involved in obfcurity,’ Their —- 
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of preaching was adapted to their fcholaftic method of 
ftudy.. In their fermons they abounded with divifions 
and low comparifons; and it was very feldom that they 
treated any point of morality in its proper extent, or 
eftablithed it upon folid principles, or urged it with 
eloquence and fpirit. The more elaborate commentaries 
on fcripture. were full of allegories and myftical inter- 
pretations. ‘Thofe who wrote upon the rites and cere- 
monies of the church, wholly employed themfelves in 
feeking or inventing myfterious reafons for the obfer- 
vance of them. But the grand bufinefs of the more 
eminent fchoolmen, was the illuftration of Ariftotle, 
On him incredible numbers of comments were written, 
of whjch it may juftly be faid, that they only ferved ta 
darken counfel, by words without knowledge, 


Nothing. could be more unfavourable to true theology, 
and true fcience, than the fchool-divinity, and the 
ichool-philofophy, That we may judge of the ridicu- 
Jous purpofes to, which this divinity and philofophy were 
applied, we fhal] mention a few of the queftions that 
were the objects of difcuffion, No lefs than twenty- 
four chapters are employed by Albertus Magnus, in 
examining ‘‘ whether the Angel Gabriel appeared to 
the Virgin Mary in the fhape of a ferpent, of a dove, 
of a man, or of:a woman’;” ‘‘ whether he feemed to be 
young or old;”’ ‘* in what drefs he was;” ‘* whether hig 

arment was white, or of two colours ;” ‘* whether his 
a was'clean or foul ;”. ‘* whether he appeared in the 
morning, at noon, or in the evening ;” ‘¢ what was the 
colour of the Virgin Mary’s hair ;” ‘¢ whether fhe was 
acquainted with the mechanic and liberal arts ;” ‘¢ whe- 
ther fhe had any fkill in grammar, rhetoric, logic, mu- 
fic, aftronomy, &c.” and “ whether fhe had a thorough 
knowledge of the book of Sentences, and of all the 
chapters it contains;” a book which was campofed 


above ‘eleven hundred years after her death. Some of 
the queftions cifcuiled by Thomas Aquinas were inde- 
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cent, as well as ridiculous: fuch as, ‘* why Chrift was 
not an hermaphrodite ;” ‘‘ why he did not affume the 
female fex ;” ‘‘ whether there were excrements in para- 
dife ;” and ‘** whether the faints will rife with their 
inteftines.” Other topics of difputation, ftill more 
fcandalous and fhameful, we forbear to fpecify. One 
enquiry, which was, “ whether a million of angels 
might not fit upon a needie’s point,” is truly laughable. 


The abfurd veneration in which Ariftotle was held by 
the greateft part of the fchoolmen, will appear from the 
extravagant things which were advanced concerning 
him. It was afferted, that nature herfelf had fet her 
fignet to what he invented. One divine maintained, 
that it was impofhble for the utmoft ftretch of human 
underftanding, without the particular affiftance of a 
genius, to penetrate into the fecrets of nature fo far as 
Ariftotle had done. Another affirmed, that this philo- 
fopher, in all his undertakings, ufed to advife with a 
{pirit, which he had ape of down from the fphere of 
Venus, by the facrifice of a haltered lamb, and fome 
ether ceremonies. A third contended, that he had no 
need of fuch affiftance ; and that he was able, by the 
mere ftrength of his natural genius, to arrive at as per- 
fect a knowledge in divinity, as that which was com- 
municated to our firft father when he was afleep in 
paradife, or to St. Paul in his extacy. It was declared 
by a fourth, that Ariftotle was the fore-runner of the 
Meffias in the myfteries of nature, as John the Baptift 
was in the myfteries of grace. By fome perfons it was 
acknowledged, that if he had not been employed in 
the accurate diftin¢tion of all forts of reafonings, the 
church would have wanted many articles of faith. ‘* The 
authority of Ariftotle, fays Nicius Erythreus, has 
taken too deep root to be afraid of the power of any 
man. His doétrine does and will flourifh, and the 
meafure of every one’s underftanding will be rated by 
what proportions of knowledge he has imbibed from bis 
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‘fountain of learning: nor will any one who has a grait 
of fenfe, not choofe, in matters relating to philofophy, 
to err with the God, if I may fo fay, of philofophers, 


than to think right with any other petty retailers of 
literature.” 


With all the mifapplieation of their talents, the fchool 
divines and philofophers were many of them great men. 
Thomas Aquinas, in particular, had extraordinary abi- 
‘lities, which, if they had been properly directed, might 
have rendered him very ufeful to mankind. Nor is 
it to be imagined that every thing in him is trifling 
and ridiculous. There are, it is believed, parts of his 


works which might even now be read with pleafure and 
advantage. 


So far as it is an honour to have produced the fchool- 
men, our own country had its full fhare in that honour. 
Not to mention Lanfranc and Anfelm, Duns Scotus 
was a Briton, probably born in Scotland, and William 
Occam was an Englifhman. Alexander’ Hales, John 
Baconthorp, Thomas Bradwardine, and a large lift of 
names might be produced, if it were neceflary to 
refcue them from the oblivion in which they have 


long flept. 


At the clofe of the fifteenth century, the fchool 
philofophy fill retained its dominion, and continued to 
do. fo, among divines in general, to a much later pe- 
riod. It was not, however, fo univerfally followed as 
it had hitherto been ; for other objects began now to 
‘engage the attention of mankind. Some few perfons — 
went even fo far as to perceive the folly of the fcholattic. 
difquifitions and diitinétions, aad to treat them with 
contempt and ridicule. Others, who ftilk adhered to 
the fyftem, wifhed to ftrip off the uncouth and barba- 
rous language with which it had been clothed, “and to 
put it m a more eafy and graceful drefs: but it was not 
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of a nature to admit of much junétion with tafte and 
elegance. 


At the time to which we are now arrived, feveral 
¢ircumftances had contributed, in various parts of Eus 
rope, to open, in a confiderable degree, the human 
mind; and thefe cireumftances were not without their 
influence in Great Britain. The advantages which fome 
of our own countrymen derived from the more early 
application of the Italians to polite learning, have 
already been defcribed. But it was the taking ‘of Con- 
ftantinople, in 1453, which paved the way tor a total 
revolution in European literature. The learned Greeks 
of that metropolis, being driven from their native 
country, took refuge in Italy, and carried along with 
them their ancient writers. Thefe they interpreted ; 
and the {chools which they opened for this purpofe were 
crouded with difciples. Hence an incredible ardout 
was excited for claffical learning; and a new order of 
things was brought forward, which, in a courfe of 
time, was to have prodigious effects in enlarging the 
human underftanding, and in improving the ftate of fo- 
ciety. It was remarkable that this new mode of eru- 
dition was encouraged by the popes. They confidered 
it as a frefh expedient for eftablifhing their authority 
over the minds of men, and extended their patronage 
to it with uncommon liberality, This policy of the 
Roman Pontiffs, though it was highly beneficial to the 
world, was in the end, hurtful to themfelves; for it 
was not poffible, that the abfurd doétrines and tyranni- 
cal claims of popery could long maintain their ground 
againft that fpirit of enquiry which was foftered by the 
revival of ancient Literature. One of the firft confe- 
quences which refulted from the application to the Gre- 
cian ‘authors, was, that many perfons were induced to 
prefer the elegant and captivating philofophy of Plato, 
to the fcholaftic fubtleties, and the captious logic of 
Ariftotle. 


Another 
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Another circumftance, by which the period we are 
now {peaking of was diftinguifhed, was the fpirit of na- 
vigation and difcovery. This fpirit had, at firft, prin- 
cipally operated among the Portuguefe, owing to the 
ardent and enterprifing mind of Henry, prince of Por- 
tugal, whofe name will ever ftand illuftrious among thofe 
who, by their efforts, haye contributed the moft to 
change the face of the earth. 


—For then from ancient gloom emerg’d 

The rifing world of trade. The Genius, then, 
Of Navigation, that in hopelefs Sloth 

Had flumbered on the vaft Atlantic deep 

For idle Ages, ftarting, heard at laft | 
The Lufitanian prince, who, heav’n infpir’d, 
To love of ufeful glory rous’d mankind, 

And in unbounded Commerce mix’d the world. 


The fame difpofition extended itfelf to different parts 
ef Europe, and it was exerted with peculiar Vigour to- 
wards the clofe of the fifteenth century. Hence it came 
to pafs, that the new fcenes which were prefented to men, 
and the new objects that engaged their attention, con- 
tributed to enlarge their underftandings, and to affift the 
progrefs of human improvement in general. 


Such was the fituation of things among the weftern 
European nations, when King Henry the Seventh mount- 
ed the throne of England; the ftate of knowledge and 
literature in whofe reign we now proceed to relate. Hi- 
therto, from the fcantinefs of materials, we have com- 

rehended an extenfive period in each article. For the 
aac we fhall confine ourfelves to fingle reigns. The 


prefent reign, indeed, being, juft in the dawn of the 
revival of literature, will not detain us long: but ample 
amends for this defect will be made in our fucceeding 
volumes. 


In Henry the Seventh’s time, a foundation was laid 


for fuch a change in the order of fociety, and the man- 
ners 
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ners of the people, as, at length, was productive of 
mighty confequences, The civil wars had greatly weak- 
ened the numbers and ftrength of the feudal lords, and 
it was the policy and intereft of the-king ftill farther to 
reduce their power, and deftroy their influence. But 
this fcheme could not take effect without his paying a 
regard to the body of his fubjects, and endeavouring to 
promote their general interefts. He was induced, there- 
fore, to encourage, in various ways, agriculture, manu- 
factures, and commerce, than which nothing could be 
better calculated to render the bulk of the people lefs 
dependent upon the nobility and great landholders. Par- 
ticular ftatutes were, at the fame time, paffed, which 
co-operated with the natural and gradual improvements 
that had begun to take place. The diffolution of entails 
was now fully and finally eftablifhed, and the profpect of 
aequiring landed property was opened to thofe who, in 
their former ftate, could never have lifted up their minds 
to fo agreeable an expectation. It was forbidden to the 
nobles to keep retainers in livery, for the purpofe of af- 
fitting them in their quarrels; and hence numbers of 
men, who before had been idle, licentious, and nuifances 
to the public, were obliged to betake themfelves to ho- 
neft employments, By the exercife of induftry they 
grew to be more independent; and the change in their 
external circumftances produced an alteration in their 
views, manners, and fentiments, Their underftandings 
became capable of looking to objects which had not 
formerly been thought of ; and, in particular, the feel- 
ings of property awakened a feeling of the value and 
importance of civil liberty, It is true that it was only 
the foundation of improvement which was laid in the 
prefent reign, and that the progrefs was comparatively 
very fmall. The people were too fybfervient to the king, 
on whom they leaned for fupport; and he fo far availed 
himfelf of the advantages of his fituation, as to carry, 
in many cafes, his prerogatives to a great height. Ne- 
yetthelefs, the government under him was not fo abfo- 
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jute as hath often been reprefented. No material alter- 
ations were made in the ancient conftitution. The king 
was under the neceflity of having recourfe to frequent 
parliaments ; and his authority, when difplayed with the 
greateft vigour, was ftill confidered as fubordinate to that 
of the national affembly. 


With regard to the ftate of theology in the reign now 
before us, icarcely any thing can be faid in its praife. 
The popifh clergy adhered to the fyftem of the fchools ; 
and the followers of Wickliff were too much deprefled 
for their divines to make any ftriking figure. Their 
ptinciples, however, were gaining ground by degrees ; 
and the minds of numbers of the people were becoming 
more and more prepared for the mighty changes hereat- 
ter to follow. 


John Alcock, fucceffively bifhop of Rochefter, Wor- 
cefter, and Ely, ftands among the foremoft of the divines 
who flourifhed in the time of Henry the Seventh. Though 
he was much engaged in public employments, he found 
leifure for the profecution of his private ftudies, the 
fruits of which appeared in feveral theological and de- 
votional tracts. One piece of his, entitled, ‘* Mons 
Perfectionis,” was fo much admired and read, as to pafs 
through the hands of different printers. Independent- 
ly of his character as a divine, bifhop Alcock was, in 
various refpects, a man of diftinguifhed abilities. Though 
he wrote upon the Penitential Pfalms in Englifh verte, 
we cannot prefume to rank him as a poet. 


A Maurice de Portu, who was appointed archbifhop 
of Tuam foon after the acceffion of king Henry the 
Eighth, and who died before he took pofleffion of his 
fee, has been reckoned among the learned divines of this 
period. His works were certainly written in Henry the 
Seventh’s time; but, as he chiefly refided abroad, it may 
juftly be doubted whether he ought to be clafled ames 
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the Englith, or, to fpeak more properly, the Irith authors. 
At any rate there would be no great lofs of him, as his 
excellence lay folely in the fcholaftic theology. 


John Fither, the celebrated bifhop of Rochefter, may 
in part be referred to the prefent reign. It was in 1502 
that he was appointed, by charter, the lady Margaret’s 
firtt divinity profeffor in Cambridge. He was undoubt- 
edly one of the moft learned men of that age: but his 
theology was entirely devoted to the fupport of the doc- 
trines and claims of the Roman pontiffs. His contem- 
porary, dean Colet, was in this refpect far his fuperior. 
The dean had a liberality of mind which enabled him 
to defpife the fubrleties of the {choolmen; and he found- 
ed his divinity on the ftudy of the {criptures, and of the 
primitive fathers: Even among the fathers, he paid 
but little reverence to the authority of St. Auguftin; 
which was a ftretch of freedom very uncommon at the 
time in which he lived. 


The period we are treating of was too fhort, and the 
age was yet, comparatively fpeaking, too dark, to ad- 
mit of any confiderable improvement in general philo- 
fophy. That continued, for the moft part, on the foot- 
ing which it had formerly maintained. Neverthelefs, 
there was a tendency, in the difpofition of the times, to 
fome enlargement of fcience. ‘he fpirit of difcovery, 
which now began to fet Europe in motion, neceflarily 
eccafioned an application to thofe branches of mathe- 
matics with which the art of navigation is connected ; 
nor was this fpirit without its influence in our own coun- 
try. The king, in particular, had imbibed it, and felt 
the power of it in no {mall degree. Henry the Seventh 
had fenfe and policy enough to difcern that the ardour 
for exploring diftant countries, and failing over immenfe 
feas in featch of new worlds, might be converted to the 
public advantage. He was very near having the honour 
ef being the patron of the great Columbys; and it was 
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only by an accident that he was déprived of this hos 
nour. That illuftrious navigator, after having met with 
frequent repulfes from the courts of Portugal and Spain; 
fent his brother Bartholomew into England, in order to 
explain his projects to Henry, arid to entreat his affitt- 
ance in carrying them into execution. The king invited 
Columbus to England; but his brother; in returning to 
Spain, was unfortunately taken by pirates, and detained 
in his voyage. In the mean time, Columbus obtained 
the protection of Ifabella, queen of Caftile, by whom 
he was furnifhed with a fmall fleet, with which he hap- 
pily accomplifhed his enterprife. But though Henry in 
this inftance met with a difappointment, he did not re- 
mit in his zeal for the encouragemént of navigation: 
John Cabot, a native of Venice, but an inhabitant of 
Briftol; was fent out by the king, in fearch of new 
countries. Accordingly, in the fpring’ of the year 1497, 
he proceeded on his voyage, accorhpanied by his’ fon, 
afterwards the famous Sebaftian Cabot, and on the 24th 
of June following, arrived at the ifland of Baccalaos, 
iow known by the name of Newfoundland. In purfuit 
of his’ object, John Cabot reached the main land of 
North America. He is underftood, therefore, to have 
difcovered the American continent, before it was done 
by Columbus, who was not acquainted with it till his 
laft voyage, in 1498, when he coafted along a part of 
the ifthmus of Darien. Cabot’s difcoveries, though im- 
portant in their confequences, were not productive of 
any immediaté conquefts or fettlements. A fimilar 
voyage was undertaken from Briftol, in 1502. The 
king was not inattentive to the naval force of England ; 
for he expended fourteen thoufand pounds in building 
one fhip, called the Great Harry. This was, propér« 
ly fpeaking, the firft fhip in the Englifh navy, as, here- 
tofore, when the prince wanted a fleet, he had no other 
method of procuring one, than by hiring veflels from 
the merchants. Such a man of war as the Great 
Harry could not have been conftruéted, unlefs there 
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iad been fome improvement in mathematical fcience, 
and in naval architecture. 


There are fcarcely any hiftorians to be taken notice of 
in the prefent reign. Robert Fabyan, whom we have 
formerly mentioned, might here have been introduced, 
as he continued to flourifh,.and to write, during a confi- 
derable part of Henry the Seventh’s Time. But we 
have feen that he would be little worthy of notice at any 
period, excepting that he was one of the firft of our an- 
cient chroniclers who compofed 1m the Englith language. 
It was at the inftance of the king that Polydore Virgik 
began his hiftory, though it was not till the next reign 
that the work was completed. Hence, however, it is 
apparent, that Henry was not indifferent to fo important 
a matter as hiftorical compofition. 


The greateft literary object of the period before us, 
is the zealous attention that was now paid to claffical 
learning. Some regard had begun to be fhown to it 
previoufly to the. king’s acceffion ; but it was not tilk 
this reign that it became a point of very ardent purfuit. 
Several eminent men, whofe memories deferve to be 
held in the higheft honour, contributed to a revolution 
fo important in the literature of England. One of them 
was William Grocyn, who had early made himfelf maf- 
ter of all the learning of his own country, had rifen to 
great reputation, and obtained feveral valuable prefer- 
ments. Not fatisfied with the acquifitions he had already 
attained, he-determined to go abroad for farther im- 
provement. Accordingly, he went into Italy, where he 
perfected himfelf in the Greek and Latin languages, un- 
der three of the moft celebrated inftructers of the time, 
Demetrius Chalcondylas and Politian at Florence, and 
Hermolaus Barbarus at Rome. Upon his return to Eng- 
land, he made it his bufinefs to promote'the knowledge 
of thefe languages to the utmoft of his power. He pub- 
‘Vichy taught the Greek tongue at Oxford, and is under- 

ftood 
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ftood to have been the firft voluntary lecturer in that 
tongue. Erafmus ee to Oxford at this period, 
Grocyn had the honour of affifting him in obtaining a 
more perfect acquaintance with the Greek than he pof- 
fefled before. Such was Grocyn’s delicacy, that he de- 
clined appearing in the world as an author. He was of 
fo nice a tafte, fays Erafmus, that he had rather write 
nothing than write ill. 


William Latimer was another zealous promoter of the 
ftudy of ancient literature. He, likewife, travelled 
abroad to acquire a more complete knowledge of it, 
and refided fome time at Padua for this purpofe, Eraf- 
mus was indebted to him, as well as to Groeyn, for his 
farther improvement in the Greek language, and was 
aided by him in preparing for the prefs his fecond edi- 
tion of the New Teftament. ‘Though Latimer was one 
of the greateft men of that age, and efteemed a mafter 
of all facred and profane learning, he never publithed 
any thing; and there are only extant a few of his letters, 
written to Erafmus. 


A name ftill more iluftrious than thofe of either of 
the two former, was Thomas Linacre. He, too, was 
not contented with the education which his own country 
afforded him, though his grammatical inftruction was 
the beft that could then be obtained, being under the 
learned William Tilly, at Canterbury. At Oxford, his 
progrefs in literature was very diftinguifhed ; and for far- 
ther improvement he went into Italy, where the firft 
place of his refidence was Florence. Here he was treat- 
ed with the greateft kindnefs and refpect by duke Lo- 
renzo de Medicis, one of the politeft men of that age, 
and an eminent patron of letters; and here he enjoyed 
the fame mafters on whom Grocyn had attended. Swch 
was the ufe which he made of thefe advantages, that he 
acquired a complete knowledge of the Greek tongue, 
by the inftructions of Chalcondylas; and fo far did he 
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improve himfelf in the Latin language, under his pre- 
ceptor Angelo Politian, that he could write more cor- 
rectly in that language than Politian himfelf. 


From Florence Linacre removed to Rome, where he 
put himfelf under the tuition of Hermolaus Barbarus, 
for the purpofe of ftudying natural philofophy and phy- 
fic.. In the profecution of this object he made it his 
bufinefs to get well acquainted with the works of Arif- 
totle and Galen in the original; and he tranflated and 
publifhed feveral tracts of the latter. He had formed a 
defign, in conjunétion with Grocyn and W. Latimer, of 
tranflating Ariftotle; but the {cheme was not carried in- 
to execution. When Linacre returned to England, he 
fhone in the double capacity of a phyfician and a polite 
{cholar. Asa phyfician he fettled firft at Oxford. Here 
he was created doctor*of phyfic, and appointed public 
profeffor of his faculty, in confequence of which he 
read medical lectures. From Oxford he was called to 
court by the king, to be phyfician and preceptor to 
prince Arthur. Though Linacre poffeffed all the phi- 
gorophy of the times, his grand merit lies in having 

een one of the moft zealous reftorers and promoters of 
claffical learning ; and his book, ** De Emendata Struc- 
tura Latini Sermonis,” was of fingular fervice in this 
refpect. This book, however, was not publifhed till 
fome time after the acceffion of Henry the Eighth; and 
it was not till that reign that Linacre had the glory of 
being the founder of the college of phyficians, in Lon- 
don. 


Another ornament of the period we are treating of, 
was William Lily, fo well known as a grammarian, and 
whofe ardour for improvement carried him beyond the 
boundaries of Italy. The Greek language was ftudied 
by him in the ifle of Rhodes, whither teveral learned 
men had fled fot refuge, under the proteé¢tion of the 
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knights there, after the taking of Conftantinople. From 
Rhodes he removed to Rome, where he acquired a po- 
hithed latinity, from the inftructions of Fohannes Sul- 
‘picius, and Pomponius Sabinus. Not long after his 
arrival in his own country, he became the firft teacher 
of Greek at any public fchool in bkagland. The fchool 
over whith he was appointed was that .of St. Paul’s, 
newly founded by dean Colet. Lily was the head 
mafter of it twelve years, during which time he edu- 
¢ated a great number of youths, tome of whom proved 
to be very able and eminent men. In a Hiftory of 
the Literature of this period, dean Colet muft be men- 
tioned with particular honour, not only as a divine, but 
as an ardent promoter of knowledge in general. Like 
feveral others of his celebrated conternporaries, he 
travelled into Italy ; and he made fome ftay in France. 
He was the frieml, the patron of Erafmus, and affft- 
ed that great man in preparing his New Tefta- 
ment for publication. No one could be more zealous 
for the advancement of ancient learning ; and of this 
the {chool which he founded was a noble and fuccefsful 
inftance. His munificence was not approved of by alk 
the prelates of that age. One of them, ia repute for 
his wifdom and gravity, feverely cenfured the dean, in 
a public afiembly, for fuffering the Latin poets to be 
taught in his new ftructure ; which, therefore, the bi- 
fhop ftyled a houfe of Pagan idolatry. 


The frequency of inftitutions of this kind exhibited 
a remarkable evidence that ancient prejudices were gra- 
dually wegting off, and that a national tafte for critical 
‘ftudies, aad the graces of compofition, began to be 
diffufed. From the year 1503 to the Reformation, 
there were more Grammar ichools founded and en- 
dowed in England than had been for three hundred 
eave before. Though moft of thefe may at prefent 
e of little ufe and importance, they were probably 
of confiderable férvice at the sevival of Literature. 


We 
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* We-come now to the ‘poetry of the period before us. 
There is one author who ought to have been mentioned 
in our laft number, not indeed upon the account of me- 
tit, but for the fake of her fex. This was Juliana 
Berners, priorefs of Sopewell Nunnery, near St. Alban’s. 
Notwithftanding her being a priorefs, fhe did not, em- 
ploy herfelf in penning devout meditations, and rules 
‘of holy living, but, being a woman of rank and {pirit, 
fhe wrote on hatvking, hunting, and fifhing. That part 
which relates to hunting is in rhime. This lady is 
the fecond; at leaft in point of time, of any of our 
female writers, and the firft who appeared in print. So 
popular was her work, that it went through two im- 
preffions in the fpace of five years; and this at the moft 
early period of printing in England, when books were 
neither:common nor of rapid fale. But the fubjeéts 
fhe treated of were adapted to the tafte and employments 
of a ruftic nobility and gentry. 


Of the Englifh poets, in Henry the Seventh’s réign, 
the writer that beft deferved the name was Stephen 
Hawes; who was patronized by that monarch. After 
receiving a literary education at Oxford, he travelled” 
much in France, and rendered himfelf a complete maf- 
ter both of the French and the Italian poetry. One of 
his principal productions was entitled the ** Temple of 
Glaffe ;’ which was founded upon Chaucer’s ** Houfe 
of Fame,” and derived fome affiftance from the fame 
preat poet’s ** Affembly of Foules.” Though Hawes, 
was endebted to Chaucer for the picturefque invention 
which was found in this compofition, there was fome 
merit in having recourfe to fo excellent 2 model, after 
it had long been forgotten, and nothing had appeared, 
for almoft a century, but Legends, Homilies, and Chro- 
‘hicles in verfe. But Hawes’s capital performance was 
the ‘* Paffetyme of Pleafure.” In this poem there is an 
effort of imagination and invention; and it contains 
‘fome ftriking inftances of romnatetic and allegoric fic- 
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tion. From the manner in which the perfonifications 
are f{uftained, it is evident that the writer was no mean 
proficient in the Provengal fchool. In point of verfi- 
fication, he improved upon Lydgate, and was fuperior 
to that poet in genius and fancy, With regard to har- 
mony of numbers, and clearnefs of exprefhion, Stephen 
Hawes greatly excelled his immediate predeceffors and 
contemporaries; and, upon the whole, fuch was the 
excellence of his ‘* Paffletyme of Pizafure,” that its 
having fallen into nearly a total neglect is fomewhat to 
be lamented. 


Another poet, who flourifhed in the prefent reign, 
was Alexander Barclay. From his name it might be 
conjectured that he was a native of Scotland, and the 
matter has been difputed; but it is moft generally 
agreed that he was born in the Weft of England. His 
education, preferments, and refidence, .were undoubt- 
edly Englifh. He followed the literary fafhion of the 
times, in travelling into foreign perts; and the coun- 
tries which he vifited were Germany, Italy, and France. 
After his return to this kingdom, he wrote his principal 
work, the title of which was the’ « Ship of Fooles.” 
Jt was chiefly taken from a German original, and from 
two tranflations of that original, one in French and 
the other in Latin. Barclay made, however, fome 
additions of his own. It was the defign of the perform- 
ance to ridicule the reigning follies and vices of every 
rank and profeffion, under the allegory of a fhip freight- 
ed with fools of all Kinds. The fubject was a fine 
one; but neither the firft author nor the Englith tran- 
flator and imitator had genius fufficient to conduct it 
with a proper degree of invention and variety. Chea- 
racter and pleafantry might have been expected from the 
title; but in vain fhall we look for fuch a delineation 
ef foibles as appears in the Canterbury Tales, or fuch 
a firength of fatire as is exhibited in Pierce Plowman. 
‘Barclay’s ftanza is profaic and tedious, and his poctry 
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is often no mere than dull verfification. But, with all® 
thefe faults, the ‘* Ship of Fools,” as a general fatire 
on the times, will not be found to be wholly void of 
entertainment. The language too of the writer is 
more cultivated than that of many of his contempo- 
raries, and he had the honour of contributing fome- 
thing to the improvement of the phrafeology of his 
country. Befides other pieces, Barclay was the author 
of five Eclogues, which were the firft of the kind in 
the Englifh tongue. They were formed upon the plan 
of Petrarch and Mantuan, being of a moral and fatirical 
nature, and containing but few ftrokes of rural de- 
{cription and bucolic imagery. 


Three verfifiers in this period, William Walter, Henry 
Medwall, and Laurence Wade, are altogether unde- 
ferving of particular notice ; neither would it be worth 
our while to enlarge upon fome pageants which were 
exhibited for the diverfion of king Henry the Seventh 
and his court. The dramatic entertainments called 
“ Moralities,” appear to have been carried to their 
height about the clofe of the prefent reign. A great 
contriver of them was John Raftall, a learned printer, 
and brother-in-law to fir Thomas More. This fort of fpec- 
tacle had hitherto been confined either to moral alle- 
gory, or to religion blended with buffoonery ; but 
Raftall formed the defign of rendering it the vehicle of 
fcience and philofophy. 


John Skelton, the poet, might here have been intro- 
duced. “But, as moft of his pieces were written in the 
time of Henry the Eighth, we fhall defer bringing him 
forward to our next number. 


In our laft article, we were obliged to look up to 
Scotland for the glory of poetry; and this is more par- 
ticularly the cafe with regard to the fhort period con- 
gerning which we are now treating, ‘To Scotland we 
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ftand indebted for names with which no Englith ones 
can be put into comparifon. That country produced 
writers who adorned the age with a degree of. fenti- 
ment and {pirit, a command of phrafeojogy, and a fer- 
tility of imagination, not, perhaps, to be found even 
in Chaucer or Ly dgate. Thefe writers exhibited ftrik- 
ing {pecimens of allegorical invention, a mode of com- 
pofition which for fome time had been almoft totally ex- 
tinguifhed in England. William Dunbar and Gawin 
Douglas are the two principal perfons to whom this 
high praile belongs. 


Dunbar, the chief of the ancient Scottifh poets, was 

a native of Eafi Lothian. Though he feems to have 
heen bred an eecl« fraftic, there is no evidence, notwith- 
ftanding his high merit, that he ever attained to any va- 
luable preferment. Of the poems written by him, which 
are numerous, and which, if the whole of them were 
collected together, would form a confiderable volume, 
the two longeft, and the moft celebrated, are “ Thé 
Thiftle and the Rofe,” and ‘* The Golden Terge.” The 
Thiftle and the Rofe” was occafioned: by an event 
which ultimately produced the union of the two crowns 
and kingdoms; and that was, the marriage of James 
the Fourth of Scotland, with Margaret Tudor, the 
eldeft daughter of Henry the Sev enth, of England, 
Through the whole piece, Dunbar difplays a mott ad- 
mirable talent for allegorical invention, and poetical 
detcription. His defign, in the ** Golden Terge,” was, 
to fhew the gradual and imperceptible influence of love, 
when too far indulged over reafon. ‘Fhis poem is tinc- 
tured with the morality and imagery of the ** Romaunt 
of the Rofe,” and the ‘* Floure and Leafe” of Chaucer. 
But though the natural complexion of Dunbar’s genius 
was of a moral or didaétic caft, he had great merits in 
the comic ftyle of painting. His imagination was not 
lefs juited to fatirical than to fublime allegory ; and he 
was the firft who had appeared with any degree of ipirit 
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in this way of writing fince Pierce Plowman. Accord- 
ing to the Janguage of one who has made Dunbar his 
particular fudy ‘ he wnites in himifelf, and generally fur- 
patles, the qualities of the chief old Englilh poets; the 
morals and fatire of Langland; Chaucer’s humour, po- 
etry, and knowledge of life; the allegory of Gower; 
the defcription of Lydgate. 


Gawin Douglas, the other great name in Scottifh 
poetry, during this period, was “iluttrious by birth, as 
well as by genius. He was fon, brother, and anche to 
earls of Angus ; and it was to the earl of Angus, his ne- 
phew, that “Margaret, the.queen eee of Scotland, 
was married, after the deceafe of her firft hufband, 
James the Fourth. As to Gawin eas himfelf, be- 
ing bred an ecclefiaftic, he rofe to great preferments. 
He was proyoft of the collegiate church of St. Giles, 
abbot of the opulent convent of Aberbrotheck, and bi- 
fhop of Dunkeld: but it is on his eminence as a poet 
that his true fame depends. -His education, which com- 
menced in his native country, was finifhed at the uni- 
verfity of Paris; and, to whomfoever he was indebted 
for it, he attained to great excellence in claffical learning, 
This, in conjunction with the natural vigour of his own 
mind, enabled him to fuftain a new character in the 
world of letters, which was that of a poetical tranflator, 
not from the eld French metrical romances, but from the 
models of the Auguftan age. In his early youth, he tranf- 
lated Ovid’s Art of Love; but he afterwards raifed his 
thoughts to a much nobler and more difficult undertak- 
ing, ‘which was a complete tranflation, in herote verfe, 
of the Eneid of V irgil. The defign, which had long 
been entertained by him, was accomplifhed in the fpace 
of fixteen months; and it is executed with equal {pirit 
and fidelity. Dr. Jobnfon reprefents Mr. Pope’s verfion 
of Homer as s very important object in the hiftory of 
the literature of this country, though it was performed 
at a time when learning and tafte were in a high ftate of 
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cultivation in England. What, then, are we to think of 
fuch a work as that of Gawin Douglas’s, in a period fo 
comparatively rude and unpolifhed ? No metrical tranf- 
lation of a claffic had yet appeared in Englifh, unlefs 
we are difpofed to give that appellation to Boethius. 
Virgil was hitherto generally known only by Caxton’s 
romance on the fubject of the Eneid; concerning which 


Douglas afferted, that it no more refembled Virgil than 
the devil was like St. Auftin. 


‘ Gawin Douglas is eminent not only as a tranflator, but 
as an original writer. He was the author of an allego- 
rical poem, called ‘* King Hart,” and of anather, en- 
titled the ‘¢ Palice of Honour,” excelling in the fame 
{pecies of compofition, and formed on the defign of the 
Tablet of Cebes. Befides thefe productions, the feveral 
books of his tranflation of Virgil are introduced with 
metrical prologues, which difplay a moft extraordinary 
degree of poetical beauty. His defcriptions of winter, 
of a fummer morning, and of a fummer evening, have 
uncommon merit. Thefe defcriptions are not the effu- 
fions of a mind that was indebted to the images of other 
poets, but the refult of a genius that operated by its 
own force, in the delineation of the objects that were 
prefented to it by the face of nature. Milton’s L’Alle- 
gro and Il Penferofo have been reckoned the earlieft de- 
{criptive poems in Englifh. If that was the cafe,’ Scot- 
land produced the fineft examples of this delightful {pe- 
cies of compofition nearly a century and a half before. 
Notwithftanding Gawin Douglas’s excellence as a tranf- 


Jator, it appears that his proper walk was original poetry, 


With refpeé& to the ftate of archite€tura, in the 
reign of king Henry the Seventh, the Gothic kind, in 
its fincft form, ftill maintained its dominion. The fame 


ftyle and manner of building, which had fubfifted from 
the time of Edward the Third, continued to be pre- 


ferved, with relation to the principal parts and members 
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of a ftructure. Some difference, however, took place 
in regard to the windows, which were lefs pointed and 
more open. A better tafte of ftatuary began likewife 
to appear; and, indeed, a greater care feems to have 
been beftowed on all the ornamental parts, for the pur- 
pofe of giving them a lighter and higher finifhing. 
The ribs of the vaulting in particular, which had been 
large, and apparently formed for ftrength and fupport, 
became at length divided into fuch an abundance of 
parts, iffuing from their impofts as from a centre, and 
fpreading themfelves over the vaulting, that the whole 
vault (thefe parts being at the fame time intermixed 
with delicate fculpture) affumed the appearance of 
embroidery, enriched with clufters of pendent orna- 
ments, reiembling the works occafionally formed by 
nature in caves and grottos, and hanging down from 
their roafs. Henry the Seventh’s chapel at Weftminfter, 
exhibits, in its vaulting, the moft ftriking inftance, with- 
out exception, of the fpecies of beauty now defcribed. 
Indeed, this whole ¢hapel is one of the fineft monu- 
ments of the perfe¢tion of the Gothic architeCture in 
the prefent reign, It is alfo to be remembered, that 
Henry the Seventh affifted in carrying on the buildin 

of King’s College chapel at Cambridge, which had 
been begun by Henry the Sixth. The remainder, to 


the battlements, was built ky his order, and he com- 
pleted the timber roof, 


Concerning the ftate of the art of painting in this pe- 
riod, there is little to be faid. Though that fine art 
had rifen to a very confiderable degree of perfection, 
both in Italy and in Flanders, it had fcarcely made its 
way into England. There was not, at leaft, a fingle 
native of the country who applied himfelf to the cultiva- 
tion of it; nor was it likely to be greatly encouraged 
by a monarch whofe ruling character was avarice. How- 
ever, two foreign painters came into this kingdom, 
during the reign of Henry the Seventh, The name of 


one 
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one of them was Holbein. It has been queftioned whe- 
ther he might be the father of the famous Hans Hol- 
bein ;-but it is underftood that he was more probably. 
his uncle. The few portraits remaining, which are un-_ 
derftood to have been executed by him. are only worthy 
of notice fo far as they may ferve: to gratify the curi- 
ofity of an,antiquary. John ‘Mabufe, a native of Hai- 
nault, the other painter who refided foie time in Eng- 
tand, was an artift of much fuperior merit. Though 
there was a ftiffve{s in his manner,: he attained to very 
confiderable excellence in his profeffion. After fome 
practice at home, he travelled into Italy, where he ac- 
quired more truth in treating naked fubjects, and fo far 
improved his tafte, as to introduce poetic hiltory among 
his countrymen. One of his moit admired works was an 
Altar-piece at Middleburgh, the fubject of which was 
the deicent from the crofs. It was applauded by Albert 
Durer, between whofe ftyle of painting and that of 
Mabufe’s there was a great refemblance. Another of 
Mabufe’s principal performances abroad, was the de- 
collation of St. John. In this country, not to mention 
a variety of portraits, and a picture of Adam and Eve, 
his moft celebrated work was the marriage of Henry the 
Seventh, on board. It reprefents the infide of an ima- 
ginary church ;, and the ‘perfpective and landfcape of 
the country on each fide are 4 sy The manner of the 
picture is hard ; notwithftanding w hich, it has no {mall 
degree of merit, independently of its being a cu- 


Qa 
riofity. 


From the works which were printed, during this fhort 
period, fome information may be derived concerning 
the general State of Knowledge and Literature in Eng- 
land. This information, however, will redound very 
little to the glory of the prefent reign. The books that 
were publifhed were almoft folely of the fame kind 
with thofe which had been the favourites of the people 
for nearly g century paft. Thefe were principally 

devotional 
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devotional tracts, poetry, and the old tales and ro- 
mances. It now became an object of importance to print 
the {tatutes of the kingdom ; and hence fuch an ace 
quaintance with the laws was introduced, as tended 
to foiten the minds of men, and ta promote public 
eace and order. Though ancient carping had begun 
to be ardently ftudied by a few perfons, thefe eentle- 
men were obliged to have recourfe to foreign parts, for 
copies of the Greek and Roman authors. The firft 
Juatin Claffic that is known to have been printed in 
England, folely in that language, was Terence, by 
Richard Pinfon, in 1497. Terence was printed a fecond 
time, by Wynken de Worde, in 1504; and it is re- 
markabie that he was the only claffical writer that was 
publithed in Henry the Seventh’s Time ; and, indeed, 
the only claffical writer that had hitherto come from an 
Englith prefs, if we except Caxton’s edition of Boethius,, 
which, however, was accompanied with Chaucer’s tranf- 
lation. There is little to be faid with regard to the 
Literature of the printers of this period, though fome 
of them were men of education. ' Wynken de Worde 
has been reprefented as a man of great literary accom- 
plifhments; but this appears to have been advanced 
without fufficient foundation. John Raflall, before 
mentioned, who was educated at Oxford, and is de- 
fcribed as having been eminently fkilled in mathematics, 
cofmography, hiftory, our municipal law, and theo- 
logy, did not commence printer till the next reign. 


The fhort term of years which occupies our prefent 
attention, was not dete€tive in refpect to patrons of 
learning. Even the king himfelf was not wholly with. 
out a title to this chara¢ter, though he did not fhine in 
it with any eminent degree of luftre. He was the pro- 
tector of Hawes the poet, and made him groom. of the 
ivy chamber. Nay, his majetty is recorded as pof- 
Ping fome tincture of literature in his own perfon, and 
is faid to have confuted a Lollard, in a public difpu- 


tation 
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tation at Canterbury, The poor Wicklifite would have 
few to fupport him in a debate with a royal antago- 


nift. 


A much higher degree of praife is due to Margaret, 
countefs of Richmond and Derby, Henry the Seventh’s 
mother. This illuftrious lady muft be mentioned as an 
author as well as a patronefs of letters ; and in point of 
time fhe fucceeds Juliana Berners, being the third female 
writer that England hath produced. By the courfe of 
her education, fhe was tolerably qualified for a ftudious 
mode of life. She attained a perfeét acquaintance with 
the French language, and had fome fkill in the Latin ; 
but lamented that fhe had not rendered herfelf a com- 

lete miftrefs of it in her youth. A fine library was 
collected by her, not for the purpofe of ornament, or 
the gratification of vanity and oftentation, but for ufe, 
She wifhed to enrich her mind with valuable know- 
ledge ; and her library contained the beft Latin, French, 
and Englifh books of which fhe could at that time ac-~ 
quire the poffeffion. Her works were of the devotional 
kind, and for the moft part tranflations. One of her 
performances was the fourth book of Dr. John Gerfon’s 
Treatife on the Imitation of Chrift, tranflated from the 
French. Another of her produétions was entitled, ** The 
Mirroure of Golde for the finful Soule.” It had been 
originally written in Latin, under the title of ** Specu- 
Jum aureum Peccatorum ;” but it was from the French 
that the countefs of Richmond made her tranflation. 
She, likewife, drew up, at the defire of the king her 
fon, and by his authority, orders with regard to the 
precedenge of great and noble ladies, at public procef. 
fions, nd efpecially at funerals, 


But it is not on her character as a writer that the 
countefs’s real reputation with pofterity is grounded, 
This muft be fought for in her munificent inftitutions 
for the encouragement of piety and learning. She ap- 
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ointed and endowed two public lectures in divinity, 
‘one at Oxford and the other at Cambridge. At the 
lJaft univerfity fhe made provifion for a preacher, to de- 
liver at leaft fix fermons, every year, in feveral churches, 
belonging to the diocefes of London, Ely, and Lin- 
coln ; and fhe founded a free grammar fchool at Win- 
borne, in Dorfetfhire. Thefe were only the beginnings 
of lady Margaret’s benefactions. In 1506, fhe com- 
pleted the foundation of Chrift’s college, Cambridge, 
and provided fo plentifully for it, out of her own lands 
and poffeffions, that her revenues alone afford a main- 
tenance for a mafter, twelve fellows, and forty-feven 
fcholars. A judgment may be formed of the fucceed- 
ing ufefulnefs and reputation of this inftitution, when it 
is obferved that, among the other learned ornaments 
of it, the names may be reckoned of John Leland, 
Hugh Broughton, William Ames, Jofeph Mede, Ralph 
Cudworth, Henry More, Thomas Burnet, William Ou- 
tram, John Lightfoot, John Milton, John Howe, and 
Nicholas Sanderfon. 


The countefs of Richmond, having difplayed fo much 
bounty at Cambridge, was difpofed to extend her bene- 
ficence to diftant places, and to other objects. Bur, 
through the influence of John Fither, bifhop of Rochef- 
ter, who had been her confeflor and chaplain, fhe was 
prevailed upop to carry ftill farther her patronage to her 
tavourite univerfity. Accordingly, fhe became the found- 
refs of St. John’s College; but died before the defign 
was completed. Her executors, however, were zealous 
and fpeedy in fulfilling the purpofes of her will. This 
college has fince had fuch various endowments, and rifen 
to fuch extent, as, we believe, to exceed all others in 
the number of its refidents. Befides a m: after, it has fitty- 
nine fellows, and a hundred fcholars; and the ftudents 
‘upon their own foundation are uncommonly numerous. 
We,omit many refpectable names and characters, when 
we take notice that St. John’s college can boaft of Roger 
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Afcham, John Redman; Thomas Cartwright, Joli 
Cheke, Thomas Wyat, William Cecil, William Whit- 
acre, John Boys, John Overall; Ben. Jonfon; Henry 
Briggs, Thomas Gatacre, Kenehn Digby, Lucius Cary, 
John Williams, William Cave, Edward Stilligfleer, 
John Smith, Thomas Otway, William Beveridge; 
Matthew Prior, Richard Bentley, Thomas Baker, Sa- 
muel Croxal, John Taylor, and John Powell. 


Thefe two colleges were not the only ones which were 
founded in Cambridge during this period. Jefus Col- 
lege was erected and endowed, fome years before the 
others, by John Alcock, bithop of Kly; and it can rec- 
kon, among its literary ornaments, Thomas Cranmer, 
John Bale, Richard Bancroft, John Duport, Chrifto- 
pher Hatton, Richard Fenthaw, John -North, John 
Worthington, John Pearfon, Elijah Fenton, and John 
Flamftead, 


Oxford will reaffume her glory, in refpect to collegi- 
ate inftitutions. when we fhall come to Wolfey’s noble 
foundation, in the next reign. 


Among the encouragers of literatute, archbifhop 
Warham, though he did not form any large and per- 
manent eftablifhment, muft not be forgotten. He en- 
tiched the library of New College, Oxford, with a 
number of curious Greek books, which were purchafed 
by him of fuch perfons as had obtained the poifeffion of 
‘them after the taking of Conftantinople. But the prin- 
cipal circumftance which entitles him to be remembered 
in this place, is, that he was the zealous friend, and the 
‘generous patron, of the great Erafmus. 


At a time when the nobility in general were involved 
in grofs ignorance, Algernon Percy, the fifth earl of 
Northumberland, diftinguifhed himfelf; by being the 
‘protector of fuch genius as the age ptoduced, Skelton 

was 
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was encouraged by him to write an elegy on the death of 
his father; but what particularly marked the earl’s liter- 
ary tafte, and in an efpecial manner his love for poetry, 
was a very {plendid manufcript, tranfcribed for his ufe, 
containing a large collection of English poems, finely 
engroffed in vellum, and fuperbly illuminated. That 
he cultivated the arts of external elegance, is manifeft 
from the ftately fepulchral monuments which were ere¢t- 
ed by him, in the collegiate church of Beverley in 
Yorkfhire, to the memory of his father and mother. 
Thefe monuments are executed in the richeft ftyle of the 
florid Gothic architecture, and exhibit ftriking proefs 
of his lordfhip’s tafte and magnificence. In the next 
reign he founded a ftipend for a grammatical and phi- 
lofophical profeffor at Alnwick. From the earl’s houfe- 
hold-book it appears, that both he and his lady had dif- 
tinct libraries; and in the fame book it is appointed, 
that one of his chaplains fhould be a maker of inter- 


ludes. 


We fhall conclude the prefent article with the men- 
tion of a nobleman, who was of the Scottifh nation. 
This was Henry, earl of Sinclair, the friend and patron 
of Gawin Douglas. It was at the earl’s requeft that 
Douglas undertook his tranflation of Virgil’s Eneid ; and 
certainly that mind muft have been cultivated far above 
the common fpirit of the age, which could form the 
conception, and urge the execution, of fo noble a 
defign. * 


* Great General Didtionary, Biographia Britannica, Britith 
Biography, Mofheim, Millar, Hume, Warton, Pinkerton, Wal- 
pole, Bentham, Ballard, &c. &c. 
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Second Sefion of the iP Parliament. 


mercial Propofitio ons 
Propofitions. Their ; Difcuffon. 
prorogu ca. 


‘as parliament of Ireland met 


for its fecond feffion on the 
twentieth of January 1785. Two 
fubjeéts at this time occupied the 
attention, and excited the animad- 
verlion of the people of that king- 
dom. The firft of thefe was the 
proceedings by attachment againft 
the fheriffs and others, who were 
concerned in the meetings that 
were held for the purpofe of intro- 
ducing a parliamentary reform. 
This meafure feems to have been 
generally regarded by thoie who 
were unconnected with the court, 
as violent, arbitrary and oppref- 
dive. The other topic that was now 
agitated, was a plan for the efta- 
blifhment of a more extentive in- 
tercourfe of trade between Great 
Britain and Ireland. ‘The idea was 
afcribed to the fugge (lions of Mr. 
Beresford, firft commi‘fioner of the 
revenues, and ftill more of Mr. 
Fotter, the chancellor of the ex- 
chequer, who was efieemed to be 


Meeting of Congrefs. Eleven Com: 


Their Reception. Par liamentary Refor Mle Taventy 
Rejedled with Indi ‘gnation. 


Parliament 


the perfon of the greateft ability in 
the fervice of government. The 
more equal reprefentation of the 
people in parliament had now been 
long a matter of general difcuffion, 
and the idea had been caught with 
peculiar energy and enthutfiafin b 
the inhabitants of that kingdom. 
To many of the fervants of the 
crown thefe notions appeared Euto- 
pian, impracticable and vifionary, 
at the fame time that they were con- 
ceived to be pregnant with tumult 
and anarchy: and, if there were 
any by whom they were oie 
in a light lefs obnoxious, iiill, 

the execution of them was not lke. 
ly to be permitted, it was deemed 
more eligible to {lifle them in the 
conception. On this sround the 
Irifh part of the adminiftration ima- 
gined they could not adopt a more 
le udable corduct ty than to check this 
thirit after ideal benefits by the in- 
troduction of advantages the mot 
folid, durable and fubitantial, 


A 2 The 





4 BRITISH 


The topics that were opened in 
the fpeech of the lord licutenaut 
extended to all thofe meafures which 
it was intended the parliament fhiould 
adopt in their prefent fefion. The 
duke of Rutland recommended the 
encouragement of agriculture and 
manufactures, and a particular at 
tention to the fifheries. He called 
upon parliament to confider what 
new provilions might be neceflary 
for the regulation of the police and 
the better execution of the laws. 
He obferved that the uniformity of 
policy and religion, and a common 
intereft in treaties with foreign 
ftates, formed a fure bond of con- 
nection and attachment between 
Great Britain and Ireland. He re- 
commended, in the king’s name, to 
their earneft invefligation thofe ob- 
jeéts of trade and commerce be- 
tween the two kingdoms which had 
had not yet received their complete 
adjuftment, and he called upon 
them to frame a plan with a view 
to a final fettlement. Upon the 
fubject of the late mectings and af- 
fociations he fpoke more at large. 
While he lamented the lawlefs out- 
rages and unconititutional proceed- 
ings which had taken place fince 
their laft prorogation, he had the 
fatisfaftion to perceive that thefe 
excefles were confined to a few 
places, and even there were con- 
demned. And he had now the plea- 
fure to obferve that by the falutary 
interpofition of the laws the gene- 
yal tranquility was re-eftablifhed 

The political face of the pa) lia- 
ment of Ireland in the commence- 
ment of the prifent f{iffion, was 
fomething different from that which 
we have traced in our preceding 
volume. The rich and the fober, 
men of the utmoft moderation, and 
of the greateft weight in the king- 
dom, had felt a particular indigna- 
tion againtt the late proceedings of 
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the crown lawyers, Impreffed with 
this feeling, the duke of Leintter, 
in the houfe of lords, and his bro- 
ther, lord Edward Fitzgerald, in 
the commons, put themfelyes in the 
front of the minority. But, if go- 
vernment had loit fome of thofe 
fupporters from whom fhe had for- 
merly obtained effential fervice, fhe 
had however found means to con- 
ciliate others who had lately been 
very active in the popular party. 
An amendment was moved to the 
addrefs to the fovereign by Mr. 
Flood, expreffing the confidence of 
parliament “ that the king would 
be pleafed to extend his paternal 
care to the people of Ireland, aided 
by the counfels of minifters who 
had declared in favour of a parliae 
nentary reform in Great Britain, 
in compliance with the wifhes of 
the people, and in confirmation of 
their happy conflitution.” The a- 
mendment was fupported by Mr. 
Brownlow, Mr. Corry and Mr, 
Molyneux ; but it was oppofed by 
Mr. George Ogle, Mr. Deunis 
Browne, Mr. Robert Boyd, fir 
Boyle Roche, major Doyle, and 
Mr. Grattan. The lait of thefe 
delivered himfelf in a fpeech of 
contiderable length, in which he 
reprobated the late meafures that 
had been purfued for the obtaining 
a parliamentary reform, though he 
was a mott fincere advocate for the 
reform itfelf, 

The conercfs of the nation of 
Ireland met on the fare day as that 
which Was appointed for the open- 
ing of the feffion of parhament. 
There ts a refemblance between the 
potture of affairs we are de(cribing, 
and what has been remarked re- 
fpecting the revival of literature in 
Kurope. When poetry and the 
fine, arts wete originally invented, 
the ideas that fuggeited them were 
borrowed from the pure fources of 


nature ; 
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nature; and thus the firft writers, 
a Homer, a Hefiod, and an Ana- 
creon, were diftinguifhed by a cer- 
tain fimplicity and elegance of man- 
ner which has recommende.l their 
productions to the late(t pofterity : 
but in the revival of letrers the 
earlier au: hors did not poflefs the 
fame advantages. Introduced with. 
out any previous preparat tion to all 
the nobleit remains of antiquity, 
they became as it were, intoxicated 
with the unbounded drau: ht, their 
tafte was furtcited and vitiated in- 
flead of being cultivated, and their 
ftyle becante dit tinguithed for low 
conceits, defpic ‘ble puns, and un- 
patural antitiefes; a charscter from 
which it was very long before li- 
terature Co} npletely emerged. In 
like manner, in the original {truc- 
ture of liberty in the republies of 
ancient Greece, the been of equa- 
lity appear natura! and fpontaneous, 
and encountered very little obftruc- 
tion in their progrefs ; but in the 
diffemination of their ideas in mo- 
dern times, the foil in which they 
were to be fown feems to have 
been very ill prepared for their re- 
ception. Accordingly in the rifing 
States of America, we have met 
with fome indications of the imbe- 
cility of age, confounded and ftrug- 
gling with the efforts of commenc- 
ing manhood: and in like manner 
in Jreland the defcription of the in- 
habitants and government of the 
country was particularly inaufpi- 
cious to the introduction o reform. 
We have already enumerated three 
caufes, which operated unfavour- 
ably to the plans for the meliora- 
tion of the conititution ; the pecu- 
liar fituation of this country with 
refpect to religion; the riotous pro- 
ceedings which originated in the 
non-importation agreement; and 
the direét difcountenance of admi- 
niftration, in the procecdings by 
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atrachment. Of all thefe caufes 
the firft was the moft important. 
If, according to the common com- 
putation, Ireland contains three 
millions of inhabitants, two mil- 
a and a half of thefe are pros 
bably difciples of the ancient reli- 
gion; and while they are deprived 
of every privilege, and labour un- 
der every {tigma, the rights of go- 
vernment and the immunities of 
men are exclufively confined to one 
fixth part of the nation. It was 
impoflible that any high and genes 
rous defcription of liberty cou'd be 
obtained, unlefs this odious diftinc- 
tion were previoufly removed. And 
accordingly the aggregate body, of 
the citizens of Dublin in concert 
with feveral other towns of the 
kingdom, exertedin the courfe of the 
preceding fummer tev eral very {pirite 
ed efforts for its deftruétion. They 
were willing to exhibit a fingle ex- 
ample of unfufpeAing confidence, 
to put power in the hand of their 
ancient adverfaties, and to dare 
then to be unjuft. But thefe efforts 
were not feconded; and in the pre- 
fent meeting of the congrefs which 
was much more numerous and re- 
{fpectable than that which had pre- 
ceded it, the plan of the national 
convention of volunteer delegates 
of November 1783, which vefled 
the rights of citizens inclufively in 
proteftants, was adopted with a 
few minute and uneflential altera- 
tions. ‘The congrefs fat with a few 
interryptions, from the twentieth 
of January to the fourth day of 
February following ; and as an im- 
mediate application to parliament 
was conceived to be now premature, 
they on that day adjourned their 
fitting «0 the twentieth of April. 
It hadvall along been the iJea of 
government, -by the firmnefs and 
decifion of countenance which the? 
fhould affume, if poilible, to over- 
3 bear 
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bear and to banifh the fort of repub- 
lican enthufiafm by which Ireland 
had been lately difiinguifhed. In. 
conformity to this fcheme an ad- 
drefs had been prepared and tranf- 
mitted to the fovereign on the part 
of the city of Dublin, immediately 
previous to the meeting of parlia- 
ment, which trea’ed the fubject in 
a much higher and more peremp- 
tory flyle of « iifapprebatio n than 
the addrefs to the lord lieutenant of 
the fixteenth of October 1784. 
They might juftly be dee: He in- 
fenfible to the bleffings they had de- 
rived under his majeity’s aufpices, 
if they omitted this feafonable oc- 
cafion of declaring their rooted ab- 
horrence of every attempt to create 
unjuft and dangerous difcentents, 
tending to fubvert the conilitution 
in church and ftate. They looked 
forward with grateful confidence to 
the fyitem of commercial inter- 
courfe that was foon to be made 
public. They rejected with indig- 
nation the interference of any body 
of men unknown to the conftitu- 
tion: and they were refolved to fuffer 
no affumed authority to dictate to 
the legiflature of the land. This 
addrefs was figned by 21 peers and 
1121 commoners. The ideas and 
language of this paper were alfo 
repeated in the meflage from the 
fovereign in anfwer to the addrefs 
of both houfes of parhament. 
It was not till Monday the fe- 
venth of February, that Mr Orde, 
fecretary to the lord lieutenant of 
Ireland, laid before parliament the 
plan which had been framed for fi- 
nally adjufting the commercial in- 
tercourfe between the two king- 
doms. He called upon them with 
confidence to affift in eementing 
thofe materials, which might appear 
beft fuited to give firength and fo- 
lidity to all the parts of the fabric ; 
and to work over it a covering of 
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perpetual fhelter againft the capri- 
cious gutfls of jealoufy and interett- 


ednefs. ‘Fhis was not the feafon to 
portend a principle fo injurious te 
the character and good fenfe of that 
country, as that the welfare of Ire- 
land was to be fought only in par- 
tial attention and exclufive provi- 
fions. Theevent, hetrufted, wou'd 
prove the beft refutation of the fee 
ditious papers in which the inhabi- 
tants of both countries were calum- 
niated and mifreprefented ; papers 
calculated to impofe upon popular 
credulity, and to anfwer the purpofes 
of men who were alike enemies to 
England and to Ireland. 

Mr. Orde addrefled himfelf to 
an aflembiy, the Teprefentatives of 
a nation warm with generous feel- 
ings, and divefted of narrow par- 
tialities. He called upon them to 
recollect and give indulgence to the 
force of long accuftomed enjoy- 
ment. TJhey,would, however in- 
terefted in the change of policy, 
make allowance for the conttant fo- 
licitude with which Great Britain 
had guarded for herfelf a prefe- 
rence in the laws of navigation. 
They would attend to the very ear- 
ly period at which that preference 
had been formed, and by what fteps 
it had fince gat! ered ftrength. They 
would form a judgment of the ex- 
pence of blood and treafure with 
which fhe had fettled her colonies, 
and how naturally fhe might look 
to them with anxiety as objects of 
her peculiar care. They would 
then defcend to a period very little 
removed from the prefent, when, 
in the greateft need of every pofii- 
ble affiftance and fupport, fhe liften- 
ed totheir requet, relaxed the prin- 
ciple of interefted jealoufy, and im- 
parted to Ireland the participation 
of this ¢xclufive trade. That houfe 
had received the gift with due ac- 


knowledgment, and had juitly greet, 
CG. 
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ed the omen, the happy prefage of 
that victory, which affection had 
fince obtained over felf-intereft and 
prejuice. 

The enlargement of the colony 
trade was only a part of the great 
fyftem he had to propofe. The next 
confideration which prefented itfelf 
was the adjuftment of duties upon 
the commodities of the two coun- 
tries, for the purpofe of facilitating 
a mutual fupply. Thefe equitable 
principles of commerce were for- 
merly net well underftood. Im- 
pofts had been laid upon goods in 
their paflage from one diftrict of the 
fame country to another. Partial 
reftri€tions had been tried as the 
means of giving fuccefs to partial 
favour; but local prediletions had 
been found by experience to occa 
fion general diitrefs and impover- 
ment, with advantage only to 
a few interefted monopolifts. Wifer 
had been thofe fpeculations, and 
more fortunate for the public had 
been the practice, where a commu- 
nity of interefts had encouraged a 
competition of induftry; and it 
might even be doubted, whether be- 
tween rival ftates there were not 
more of political prejudice than of 
commercial wifdom, in fuppofing 
the flrength of the one to be the 
confequent weaknefs of the other. 

Mr. Orde enlarged with great e- 
nergy upon the unequivocal libera- 
lity and the generous difinterefted- 
neis of Great {ritain in the ftruc- 
ture of this fyfem It was unne- 
ceffary for him to dwell upon thofe 
objects of apprehention,which might 
have been magnified in the eyes of 
a lefs liberal nation: the preferable 
commercial fituation of Ireland, its 
comparative cheapnefs in regard of 
the neceflaries of lite, and the con- 
fequent diminifhed price of its la- 
bour. Nor could Great Britain 


confider as an advantage of any 











HIS TOR Y. y 
long duration the prefent difference 
refulting from fuperior capital and 
perhaps fuperior habits of induftry 
and invention. Thefe were citcums 
ftances which would diminifh every 
year, and which might even be 
transferred to that country ; while, 
by giving up as fhe did for ever 
the unfavourable conftruction of 
the navigation act, the Britith mars 
ket was open to the fubjects of Ire 
land, and they might fupply it on 
the fame terms as the Britifh mer- 
chants themfelves. There would 
no longer be any reftraint on fpecus 
lation, that powerful ftimulus to 
commercial vigour. Ireland from 
her happy fituation might become an 
emporiuin of trade, and Great Bri« 
tain might be obliged to have re- 
courte to her for the fupply of her 
own confumption. Thus circum- 
ftanced, Mr. Orde conceived, he 
might rely upon the wifdom of the 
nation of Ireland, that they would 
think the trade which was imparted 
to them an object worth their care, 
and upon their gencrofity that they 
would contribute to the general de 
fence of the empire. He concluded 
with obferving that he did not wifh 
to prefs the parliament of Ireland 
to an immediate decifion, and he ac 
cordingly moved, that the confider- 
ation of the fyitem of commercial 
intercourfe fhould be refumed on 
the Friday following. ‘The propos 
fitions were printed and delivered 
for the perufal of the members on 
Wednefday. 

It was conceived however by 
feveral members of the houfe of 
commons, that more time was ne- 
ceffary for deciding upon a queftion 
of fo extreme magnitude. Admi- 
niftration had been feverally called 
upon by Mr. Girdiner, Mr. Grif- 
fith, and Mr. Hartley, previoufly 
to the production of the propofi- 
tions, to fuggeft to the houfe a ge- 
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neral outline of the fyftem in con- 
templatio;.; but this requifition it 
had been thought proper to decline. 
On the Wednefday fubfequent to 
their being opened to the houfe, it 
was moved by Mr. Hartley, and 
feconded by Mr. Griffith, that the 
order for taking the fuject into 
confideration on Friday, fhould be 
difcharged, and that a new order 
fhould be made for that day feven- 
night. This motion was oppofed 
by Sir Hercules Langrifhe, on the 
ground of motives derived from the 
nature of the fyftem. The object 
of the arrangement was the benefit 
of Ireland. That kingdom was to 
be refcued from the ftate of fubju- 
ation and inferiority in which it 
had long been held, and to be raif- 
ed toa full and generous cquality 
with Great Britain. Could it then 
be neceflary, as fome gentlemen 
had fuggefted, that they fhould cen- 
fult their conftituents ? Would they 
wait to afk the people in the North 
whether they would confent that a 
perpetual preference fhould be giv- 
en to their linen manufacture? Was 
it neceflary to afk the merchants af 
Cork, Waterford and? Belfaft, whe- 
ther, when their fhips returned from 
the colonies, they would confent to 
have the market of England opened 
for their fale? Mutt they afk the 
various manufacturers of Ireland, 
whether they were contented, that 
an unreftricted vent for their goods 
fhould be allowed in every part of 
Great Britain? The queilion did 
not admit of hefitation; and delay 
in this inftance would be as abfurd 
as it wasdmpolitic. To thefe con- 
fiderations it was added by Mr. 
Buthe, that, if they let flip this op- 
portunity, it would be loft for ever, 
The whole fabric of Britifh mono- 
poly was about to be thrown down 
in favour of Ireland. Should they 


then delay till the monopolifts were 





roufed; till the manufacturers of 
Manchetter, Glafgow and Paifley 
inftructed their members to oppofe 
the indulgence of Ireland; till the 
miniiler was harrafled with addrefi- 
es from all parts of Britain, and 
their hopes were for ever buried in 
interefted and univerfal clamour ? 
The motion of Mr. Hartley was 
fupported by Mr. Flood, Mr. 
Brownlow, Mr. Molyneux, Mr. 
Corry; Mr. O’Neil and Mr. Long- 
field. It was oppofed by Sir Hen- 
ry Cavendifh, and Mr. Brooke 
member for the county of Donegal. 
The members upon the divifion 
were, ayes 37, noes 156, 

‘That we may render more intel- 
ligible and per{picuous the fort of 
debate that arofe on the different 
heads of the fyitem, we fhall view 
the fyflem as confifting of three 
parts, the intercourfe of the twe 
kingdoms relative to the productions 
of the colonies, their intercourfe 
relative to their own productions 
and manufactures, and the compen- 
fation Ireland was to make for the 
benefit conferred, by the appropria- 
tion of the furplus of her heredi- 
tary revenue. To the firft part on- 
ly a trifling demur was fuggefted 
by Mr. Corry, As fome produe- 
tions of foretgn countries paid a 
higher duty, as matters flood at pre- 
fent, coming from the place of their 
growth, than when they came 
through Britain, he was doubrful 
which of the two duties it was in- 
tended to adopt. Being however 
informed by Mr. Fofter, that the 
preference would certainly be giv- 
en to the lower duty, Mr. Corry 
chearfully acquiefced in this part of 
the fy{tem. 

The objections to the fecond head 
of the commercial arrangement were 
urged with more zeal and periina- 
city. Thefe refted chiefly upon 
two confiderations: firft, that by 
the 
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the adoption of this fyftem Ireland 
would ot courfe be for ever exclud- 
ed from the benefit of thofe pro- 
tefting duties, which had been fo 
much the object of her predilection : 
and fecondly, that by thefe propo- 
fitions the exifting prohibition in 


Britain upon the raw material of 


her woollen manufacture was ren- 
dered perpetual, contrary to the 
general fpirit of the fyiilem. Both 
thefe obje étions were {lated with 
great perfpicuity by Mr. Gardiner 
upon the day on which the fy(iem 
was opened to the Irith houfe of 
commons ; but he did not lay great 
ftrefs upon the former, and declared 
himfelf willing to recede from the 
idea of protecting duties. That 
matter was not fo eafily yielded by 
the whole body of the reprefenta- 
tives of the Irifh nation. 

His objections were taken up in 
two petitions that were prefented 
immediately previous to the debate 
of Friday, on the part of the Du- 


blin chamber of commerce, and of 


the manufacturers of wool, wortted, 
filk and cotton goods of that city. 
The firft of thefe petitioning bo- 
dies declared themfelves anxious ‘or 
the eftablifhment of fome fuch fyf- 
tem as that which was propoied, 
while the fecond demanded to be 
heard by their countel ta to 
the provitions of the fyitem. 

It was moved by Mr. Flood as 
an amendment_to the fytlem, ‘ that 
it was highly important to the gene- 
ral intereit of the Britifh empire to 
give due encouragement to the home 
induitry of each kingdom, and that 
every article of the product, growth, 
or manufacture of each kingdom 
fhould have an effectual preference 
in the home market of each, referv- 
ing to each other an effectual pre- 
ference over all fimilar articles from 
other countries.”” Mr. Flocd ob- 
ferved, that ia every country the 
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home market was infinitely a more 
important and a greater object thant 
the foreign. In England, which 
had the trade of_all the world, her 
foreign trade was equal only to the 
two and thirtieth part of her home 
confumption. It was meres the 
vreateft abfurdity, to talk of any 
country’ 8 manufacturing for others, 
while fhe was unable to fupply her- 
felt, and thus to give up the greatet 
object for the leis, and to take as 
firit in point of time that which 
ought to be a fecondary confidera- 
tion. The amendment was (trenu- 
oufly fupported by Mr. Hartley, 
Mr. Longfield and major Doyle. 
By the latter, the fyttera was ridi- 
culed in ftrong terms. Ireland had 
afked for bread, and he feared they 
had given her a ftone. She had 
afked for protecting duties, and the 
was offered equalization. This was 
like the proceeding of a company 
of ftrolling players, who advertif- 
ed the tragedy of Hamlet, in which 
the part of Hamlet was, by particu- 
lar defire, to be omitted. On the 
other hand it was afferted by Mr. 
Fofter, that the amendment of Mr. 
Flood was the moft ruinous ever 
fuggefted. Did he underftand what 
it was in which he engaged? In 

ead of laying a ground for mutu- 
al intercourfe and  bencfit, he called 
for mutual prohibition and sahed at 
leatt on the tide of Jrelind; for 
Britain could futfer comparatively 
but little in the contefl.. Britain 
might prote tt herfelf againft the 
productions of that kingdom to the 
annual amount of 2,400,000l. 
Would they invite her to this ex- 
ertion, to exclude only 38c,000l. 
worth of her goods by the laying 
on of protecting duties? The a- 
mendment was rejected. 

To place the ful bjec t of the wool- 
len manufacture tozether w th fume 
other articles in fimilar cireumés 

{tances 
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ftances in a fore ftriking light, it 
was moved by Mr. Griffith, that 
there be laid before the houfe a lift 
of thofe commodities, the importa 
tion of which into Britain was pro- 
hibited, or their exportation from 
Britain into Ireland. As there was 
fome difficulty in bringing this pa- 
per before the houfe in compli- 
ance with parliamentary forms, Mr. 
Griffith directly ftated what thofe 
articles were. Among the firft were 
included hats, foap, candles, ftarch, 
and linen checks of more than ten 
yards in a piece. Among the latter 
he enumerated particularly live 
fheep, worfted, linen yarn, and 
every fpecies of commodity that 
was conttrucied from wool not yet 
manufactured, The ipirit of pro- 
hibition in this refpect, he obferv- 
ed, went fo far, that a gentleman 
would not even be permitted to 
bring a mattrafs from England for 
his bed. 

In purfuance of the ideas he had 
{tated in the outfet, Mr. Garciner 
moved as an amendment, that ‘no 
prohibition nor any duty whatfo- 
ever fhould hereafter fubtift upon 
the export of the primum of the 
ftaple manufacture of either king- 
dom into the other.”” The amend- 
ment was feconded by fir Edward 
Newenham, and ftrenuoufly recom- 
mended to the adoption of the 
houfe by Mr. Corry, Mr, Nartley 
and Mr. Molyneux. Major Doyle 
reminded the houfe, that it had becn 
the diftrefs of the woollen manu- 
faéturers that had brought forward 
the queftion of protecting duties, 
and that for their relief the various 
non-importation agreements had 


been formed. To render both of 
thefe remedies unneceflary was the 
avowed object of the prefent fyftem ; 
and how did it operate ? By making 
the poor, flarving woollen-weaver 
worfe than he was before, and mak- 


ing the linen weaver who had no 
complaints, in appearance better 
than he was before. And then it 
was expected that the woollen weav- 
er was immediately to grow fat and 
content. We might indeed fend 
our woollens to England, and our 
coals to Newcaftle, and that was 
calied equality. If the refolution 
paficd in its prefent form, he added, 
it would be neceflary to follow it 
with a law to export 12680 manu- 
facturers of woollen cloth, for 
whom there would be no longer 
any occafion; or, which might 
be a fhorter method, to import a 
certain portion of the plague from 
the Levant to rid the country of the 
complaints of thefe poor fellows. 
Mr. Griffith remarked, that if the 
exportation of wool from Great 
Britain was prohibited, the propo- 
litwons however permitted to Ireland 
the law of retaliation: the plain 
Englifh of which was this. When- 
ever Ireland fhall increafe her flocks, 
iaxprove the quality of her wool, 
and reduce its price lower than it 
was in England, which could ne 
ver be, fhe might then retcrt upon 
the feat of empire, and prevent 
them from enjoying any advantage 
from the low price and fuperior ex 
cellence of the Irifh wool. Mr. 
Griffith knew not how to combat 
fo abfurd an argument, but by in- 
flancing one of a fimilar nature. 
An unfortunate fmuggler was taken 
in the fact of carrying tea on fhore 
from an Eat India fhip in the har 
bour of Cork. He was immediately 
brought on board and put in irons. 
Shortly after feveral lords, privys 
counfellors and perfons of diftinc- 
tion came on board in a beautiful 
barge, and began to fmuggle at a 
very great rate. The {muggler, 
finding that no notice was taken of 
this by the cuftom-houfe officer, be- 
gau to revile him in a very nervous 
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fyle, for having punifhed him a ve- 
ry poor man, for what he fuffered 
jords and privy-counfellors to do 
with impunity. ‘ Pith, you fool,” 
faid the officer, *¢ get yourfelf made 
a lord, and then you may fmuggle 
as much as you pleafe.” This ad- 
vice, Mr. Griffith averred, was 
much more plaulible and ferious, 
and the execution of it much more 
feafible.on the part of the fmuggler, 
than to fuppoie that the wool of 
Ireland could ever come in compe- 
tition in quality and price with the 
wool of England. The amend 
ment of Mr. Gardiner. was excepted 
to by fir Edward Crofton and Mr. 
Dennis Browne, from the confider- 
ation that the province of Con- 
naught, two feveral counties of 
which they reprefented, paid its 
rent in wool, and that the amend- 
ment would prove its total deitruc- 
tion. The houfe divided upon the 
ueftion, ayes 33, noes 178. 

The laft head of the propofitions 
that encountered the animadvertion 
of the houfe was that relative to the 
compenfation to be made by Ire- 
land in the furplus ef her heredi- 
tary revenue. This had originally 
been treated in terms of the ieverett 
reprobation by Mr. Brownlow. It 
had been well for Mr. Orde that he 
was at prefent ina civilifed country : 
had he made fuch a propofition in a 
Polifh diet, he would not have lived 
to carry back his anfwer. Mr. 
Brownlow however afterwards ac- 
knowledged, that he had perhaps 
fpoken of the propotition under the 
influence of mifapprehenfion, and 
that he had faid fome things to the 
Britifh minifter which he believed 
he fhould not have done in a cooler 
moment. At the fame time he faw 
no ground for altering his opinion. 
He did not like the mode of voting 
money to Great Britain uncondition- 
ally; it appeared to his to have all 
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the features of the odious fhip moe 
ney, or whatever other impofitions 
had been regarded as moft oppref- 
five. The meafure was equally cen- 
fured as unconftitutional, by Mr. 
Griffith, Mr. Longfield and Mr, 
Molyneux. By Mr. Flood it was 
fet in a ftill farther light of objec- 
tion. Every man knew the con- 
{tant complaint of Ireland had been 
the drain occafioned by her ab- 
fentees, a drain equal, in compari- 
fon to the rental of Ireland, with 
the taxes of Great Britain in com- 
parifon to the property of Britain, 
Now fhould it be afked, will you 
ayree to a meafure to increafe the 
number of abfentees, inftead of de- 
creafing them, the anfwer would 
{urely be in the negative. But in 


truth they did increafe them when 
they voted an augmentation of the 
army; and if they voted for the 
fupport of the navy, they mutt in- 
creafe them again. 


Was it poffible 
for Ireland in her prefent fituation, 
giving with her right hand to the 
army, and with her left to the na- 
vy, and having this drain of ab- 
fentees, was it poflible for her to 
exift? It was replied by Mr. Ma- 
fon, to the objection of Mr. Flood, 
that he was miflaken in his repre- 
fentation. ‘The money was not 
bound to be fent abroad. They 
might build frigates at home for 
the protection of their trade; they 
might fend it in beef, they might 
lay it out in gun-powder. They 
might direct every penny of it to 
be laid out in Ireland; for the 
whole furplus was to be at the dif- 
pofal of parliament. This part of 
the fyftem was voted without any 
material alteration. 

The whole plan of the propofed 
arrangement was ceafured “by Mr. 
Montgomery, member for the coun- 
ty of Donegal, Mr. Arthur Browne 
and Mr, Parfons, the reprefentatives 
of 
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of Trinity College, Dublin and Mr. 
Flood. The benefits propofed to be 
conferred were unfubftantial andima- 
ginary, not real and valuable. The 
return in the mean time that was to 
be made was fraught with the moft 
important confequences to the tu- 
ture profperity of ireland. She was 
to appropriate the hereditary reve- 
nue, and that for ever. And what 
was the gratitude fo confidently 
claimed from her? Had England 
ever enered into a war on her ac- 
count ? Had c.ngland ever fupport- 
ed a fingle flip for her defence, 
more than fhe would have done if 
Ireland had been funk to the bot- 
tom of the fea? But the perfon 
who was moft pointed in his cenfure 
of the general outline of the iyftem 
was Mr. Molyneux. He wifhed to 


do juftice to Mr. Orde’s abilities in 
bringing forward the refolutions. 
Contidering his fituation and his 
connections with England, they were 
fuch as by no means di!graced him, 


But he would with confidence de- 
clare that every Irifhman who fup- 
ported the meafure was guilty of 
facrificixg the trade and the mott 
important interefls of the kingdom. 
They had heard much of the gra- 
titude and the obligations in which 
they were held to Great Britain. 
This was a lancuage he fhould ever 
reprobate in thar houfe. Mr. Mo- 
lyneux was ready to put the merits 
of the whole queftion upon one 
fingle truth, which, if it could be 
contradicted, he would allow his 
‘objections to be ill founded. Sup- 
pofe Ireland was entirely independ- 
ent of England: would not the 
minifter who fhould form a treaty 
of commerce with Great Britain 
on the foundation of thefe refolu- 
tions, deferve to be impeached for 
having facrificed the interetts of 
Ireland, and to lofe his head ? It 
was advantage on one fide, it was 
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lofs on the other. He could not 
enough condemn the folly and the 
ruin of a treaty of equality. Con- 
fidering the different fituations of 
each country, the wealth, the cupi- 
tal of the one, the poverty, the 
wretchednefs of the other, this was 
to fign the death-warrant of fome 
of their beft fources of their prof: 
perity. With refpeé to the lat 
refolution, he contidered it as op- 
preffive, derogating from the inde- 
pendence of parliament, at the 
faine time that it fwelled the pre- 
rogative and the de(potifm of the 
crown. It was fufpecting the loy- 
alty of that country and irs interett 
in the fafety of the empire ; it was 
declaring that though the heredi- 
tary revenue fhould be more pro- 
ductive, the additional taxes might 
be increafed, but fhould never be 
repealed. In fine, he regarded the 
firit part of the arrangement as fa- 
crificing the trade of that country, 
the laft its honour and independ- 
ence: he fhould therefore give to 
the whole his hearty negative. 

But the voice of general cenfure 
was fcarcely heard amidft the ap. 
plaufe that was beftowed upon the 
outline of the plan from every fide 
of the houfe. Thofe who were moft 
particularly explicit in their com- 
mendations were Mr. Dennis Daly, 
Mr. George Ogle, Mr. George 
Ponfonby, fir Lucius O*Brien, Mr. 
Huffey, Mr. Brooke, Mr, Forbes, 
and Mr. Griffith, All of thefe ei- 
ther acknowledged their entire ace 
quiefcence in the whole fyflem, or 
exprefly declared that in a general 
view its benefits appeared to them 
greatly to outweigh the defects that 
might be imputed toit. It was re- 
marked by Mr. Dennis Browne, 
that the beit eulogium he could make 
upon the propofitions would be to 
read them. But now that minifters 
had brought forward with great 

, trouble 
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trouble and difficulty, a beneficial 
and well digeited fyftem, a fine 
itory was told the people, that this 
was a fyftem of which they were 
not to approve ; though the moft 
fanguine of them all, fo lately as 
the lait year, never could have ex- 
pected fuch liberal concetlion. What 
then was next to follow? The 
people had been already taught to 
deipife the law of the land; they 
had been inftruéted to hold in con- 
tempt the firft court of law in the 
kingdom, and ftrangers had been 
induced to ftand far aloof from a 
country, where tranquillity and or- 
der, the only protection of proper- 
ty, were no where to be found. 
While faction fupplied the place of 
induitry, while {peculaive quef- 
tions engroffed the public mind, 
the free trade was but the whiit- 
ling of a name, and the only fruit 
that would accrue from their rifks 
and their exertions was poverty 
and defolation, Mr. Grattan point- 
ed his eulogium principally qt the 
laft department of the fyitem, It 
included in its ftructure a threefold 
principle : the firft was, after the 
expences of the nation were paid, 
to contribute to the general ex- 
pence of the empire. The fecond 
was, by making the furplus not ap- 
plicable to the general expence tll 
that event took place, to intereit 
both Enelifh and irifh minifters in 
Jrifh economy, ‘The third was to 
fubject the furplus to the control 
of the Irith parliament. If the 
other refolutions had not pafied, 
thefe ought iil to be fupported. 
They put an end to debt ; they 
eftablifhed Irifh ceconomy : they 
made the Britifh miniltry a gua- 
rantee for the integrity of that 
houfe, and the pariimony of the 
refident adminiflration. ‘The plan 
was open, fair and juit, and fuch 
as the fupreme government could 
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juftify to both nations. It gave to 
England what fhe had a right to 
expect, and perhaps it could not 
give her more, 

The propotitions paffed the com- 
mittee of the whole houfe on 
Friday, the eleventh of February ; 
and on Saturday they were report- 
ed and followed!up by an addrefs 
to the fovereign, expretfive of their 
fervent gratitude, and the f:nguine 
hope with which they looked for- 
ward to the complete execution of 
fo liberal an arrangement. On the 
divition upon this addrefs the only 
perions who appeared againft i 
were Mr. Parfons of the college, 
and Mr. Montgomery, member for 
the county ot Donegal. It was 
carried with equal unanimity though 
the houfe of lords, and on the 
Wednefday following a meflage was 
fent from the lords to the commons 
exprefling their agreement to the 
refolutions and their concurrence in 
the addrefs. 

Through the whole courfe of the 
bufinefs it had been intimated by 
Mr. Orde, that the commerce of 
the Eaft Indics was to be brought 
betore the houfe as « feparate con- 
fideration ; and it was even under- 
ftood, that a tyitem relative to this 
ma'ter had been digeiledinto twelve 
diitinét propoitions. thefe pro- 
potitions were cither withheld in 
confequence of fome revolution in 
the fentiments of minitters, or dee 
lexyed, and of con’equence per- 
miited to be fuperte led, by the al- 
terations that it was found neceflary 
to make in the fyficem during its 
progrefs through the Englifh ‘pare 
lament. 


In the mean time the taxes, 
which were requifite in the execu- 


tion of the arrangement, in order 
immediately to raife the heredirary 
revenue to a level with the demands, 
were not precraftinated, The efti- 

mates 
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mate of the neceffity was taken at 
the annual fum of 140,000l. and 
the taxes by which this fum was to 
be raifed were a duty upon malt, 
tobacco, licences, wheel carriages, 
newfpapers, and certain other ar- 
ticles. Very early in the Irith 
houfe of commons, the leaders of 
oppofition declared their difcontent 
with the flow, and, as they deem- 
ed it, equivocal procedure of the 
Englith parliament; and they en- 
deavoured to obtain from adminif- 
tration the fufpenfion of the bills 
impofing thefe duties, till they 
fhould learn.that fome peremptory 
and decifive meafure was adopted 
on the part of England. This de- 
mand created a fpecies of debate in 
which the members took eppofite 
fides according to their preconceiv- 
ed ideas. Mr. Grattan and many 
others, including all the friends of 
adminiftration, declared their opi- 
nion that the taxes were the only 


means that could be employed by 
that kingdom for fupporting the 
expences of government without 


running into debt. ‘i hey there- 
fore declared their peculiar favour 
to that part of the fyftem that re- 
lated to theic taxes, and profeffed 
their carne(t with that if all the 
reft were loft, this part of the fyf- 
tem might be preferved, By feve- 
ral on the other hand it was ftated 
in the ftrict light of a compenfation 
to England for the benefits held out 
in the preceding articles of the 
fyftem. If the fyftem were not 
given, Ireland could take care of 
her finances in a better and more 
oeconomical manner, not by raifing 
her revenues to the level of her 
expenditure, but by finking her 
expenditure to the level of her re- 
venues. Thefe debates were far- 
ther diftinguifhed by a declaration 
from Sir John Parnel, one of the 
commiflioners of the Irifh revenues, 
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that he thought every part of the 
propofitions fair and advantageous 
to that kingdom. That accord- 
ingly no change in minifterial poli- 
tres fhould have any influence upon 
him; but that he was determined 
to fupport the whole in the manner 
in which it had been. agreed to, 
regardlefs of the confequence. 
Some advantage was afterwards 
taken of this declaration by the 
members of oppofition. The tax 
bills received the royal affent on 
the twenty-fourth of March. On 
this occafion fome difficulty had 
been made on the part of the houfe 
of lords, in complying with the 
ufual mode of fending back money 
bills to the houfe of commons, in- 
ftead of retaining them in their 
own poffeffion, as was ufual in other 
cafes, till they received the laft for- 
malities neceflary to their paffing 
into a law. The point however 
was {peedily compromifed, and mat- 
ters returned into their old channel, 
One of the queftions which had 
been warmly debated by the op- 
potite fides of the houfe of com- 
mons during the pendency of the 
prepofitions, was relative to the 
conftruction of the laws of naviga- 
tion of Great Britain. A principal 
branch of the benetit refulting from 
the propofed fyftem confifted, ac- 
cording to adminiftration, in the 
extenfion of thefe laws to the king- 
dom of Jreland, and the permit- 
ting the circuitous as well as the 
direct importation into England of 
the produce of the colenies by Irifh 
merchants. Oppofition on the cons» 
trary, including the country gen- 
tlemen and many of the lawyers, 
maintained that the acts of naviga- 
tion did neceflarily and irvefiftibly 
include Ireland as a part of the 
empire, and that of confequence 
nothin? was given under this branch 
of the fyftem to which Ireland was 
net 
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not already entitled. To bring this 
queftion to an iffue, a refolution 
was propofed tothe houfe on the 
eleventh of April, by Mr. Corry, 
declaratory of their conftruction of 
the contefted laws, The motion 
was oppofed as premature by Mr, 
Forbes, Mr. Griffith, and Mr, 
Hartley ; and Mr. Corry at length 
confented to withdraw it. 

While the meafures that related 
to the commercial fyiiem engaged 
the attention of parliament, the 
affairs of the projected reform were 
not entirely neglected by its friends. 
The lait efforts were now expended 
of that glorious’ flame, which had 
once {pread over every part of the 
ifland, and which had feemed to 
promife a very different and di- 
itinguifhed fuccefs, The congrefs 
of the nation of Ireland met pur- 
fuant to its adjournment on the 
twentieth of April. The proceed- 
ings that were held, fo far as it was 
thought proper to give them to the 
public, feem to have tended chiefly 
to put the plan of a more equal re- 
prefentation into as general terms 
as it was conceived to admir, and 
to leave as much as poflible to the 
wifdom and direction of parliament. 
The congrefs now declared their 
meeting to be final, and in a very 
brief addrefs to the people of Ire- 
land, obferved, that, ‘ if the 
abufes of former parliaments did not 
infpire a diftruft of thofe which were 
to come; if the venerable opinion 
of thofe illuitrious men who were 
now no more, and the ailillance of 
thofe whofe prefent labours co- 
operated with them in the fame 
purfuit, had no inflyence to awake 
their fears, to animate their efforts, 
and to invigorate their hopes, this 
and every other endeavour mutt 
fink into oblivion ; and they would 
fhortly repofe in indolent acquie- 
fcence under fuch a reprefeutation 
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as would gall themfelves and their 
pofterity with increafing taxation 
and oppreflion.” 

It was not till the twelfth of 
May, that Mr. Flood prefented to 
the houfe of commons a b ll for 
effecting the purpofe of the national 
congrefs. To give to the butinefs 
2 greater appearance of delibera- 
tion and folemnity, he had fo early 
as the fecond of March moved for 
leave to bring in a meafure of this 
kind, which was accordingly grants 
ed him. In the mean time he added, 
that, as the prime minitter of Eng 
land had pledged himfelf to bring 
forward refolutions of a fimilar 
nature, in a grand and decifive ef- 
fort before the Britifh parliament, 
he did not mean to bring in his 
own bill till he had feen the fate 
of that undertaking. The difs 
cuffion of Mr. Pitt’s propofal took 
place in Great Britain on the 
eighteenth ef April. On the twenty 
eighth of the fame month Mr. 
Flood moved, ** that the houfe re+ 
folve itfelf into a committee to con- 
fider of an inttruction to the per- 
fons who had been ordered to bring 
in his bill, that the better to pros 
mote population in contracted or 
decayed boroughs, no borough 
in the province of Connaught hav- 
ing lefs than forty, or in the other 
provinces having lefs than feventy 
electors, fhould be permitted to re- 
turn mere than one member ta 
parliament”. The motion was op- 
pofed by major Doyle and fir Boyle 
Roche, both of whom had fup- 
ported the meafure in the latt fef- 
fion, Mr, Dennis Daly, Mr. Fitz- 
gibbon, and, in a fpeech of fome 
length, by fir Hercules Langrifhe, 
It was fupported by Mr Grattan, 
who however did not appear to 
apprave of the particular mode in 
which the bulinefs was brought 
forward in parliament. The mo- 

tion 
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tion was negatived without a di- 
vifion. 

The bill itfelf, which was at 
length introduced to the houfe, was 
fupported with coniiderable ear- 
neftnefs by Mr. Brownlow and Mr. 
O’Neil. By the former it was ob- 
ferved that he greatly doubted in- 
deed, whether there was virtue 
enough in that houfe to pafs the 
bill; but that he was bold to fay, 
that fooner or later the houfe would 
give a reform tothe people. The 
latter, in reply to Mr. Monk Mafon, 
who had endeavoured to prove that 
the ‘meafure originated in partial 
clamour, maintained that the whole 
fenfe of the kingdom was for a par- 
liamentary reform, and that nothing 
but the moft extreme blindnefs and 
abfurdity could cherifh a doubt of 
it. . The arguments in favour of 
the meafure were inforced by Mr. 
Rowley, Mr. Forbes, Mr. Corry, 
fir Henry Hartftonge, and Mr. 
Travers Hartley.’ It was remarked 


Mr. Flood, that though this bill 
differed materially from the one 
brought in laft year, fome there 
were who faid it was the fame, and 
for that reafon would juftify their 


oppofition. Butif it were the fame 
bill word for word, was that a rea- 
fon ? Had the houfe never rejected 
a meafure in one feffien and adopt- 
ed it in another? Did they never 
vary in their opinion ? When firft 
a bill of reform was offered to par- 
liament, the objection was that it 
was delivered upon the point of an 
ideal bayonet. It was the air-drawn 
dagger of Ma. beth that appeared to 
every man who oppofed the bill 
on that day. And why did it ap- 
pear to him, but that his confci- 
ence {mote him? Mr. Flood would 
not fpeak to the provifions of the 
bill ; but he called upon the houfe 
to let it be printed, and then come 
back -with the approbation of the 


people, and not like mutes in a 
feraglio to ftrangle it on that day. 
If they proceeded to its difcuffion, 
he dared any man to meet him on 
its principles: he challenged the 
mott informed and the mightiett of 
them all to enter the lifts. The 
queftion was put, and the houfe 
divided, ayes 60, noes 112. 

A bill was introduced, immedi- 
atcly upon the defeat of the bill of 
reform, by Mr. Forbes, member for 
the county of Drogheda, to pre- 
vent perfons holding places, or re- 
ceiving penfions from government 
from having a feat’ in parliament. 
But this bill encountered the fame 
fate, and like that of Mr. Flood was 
rejected upon the fecond reading. 
In the mean time a motion had been 
brought forward by Mr. Brown- 
low, on the twenty-fifth of Febru- 
ary, declaring, ‘that it was the 
opinion of that houfe, that the pro- 
ceedings of the court of king’s 
bench, in the affair of the high- 
fheriff of Dublin, were highly re- 
prehenfible in adopting a mode of 
punifhment, arbitrary io its nature, 
contrary to the principles of the 
conflitution, and deftructive of the 
trial by jury.”? This motion was 
rejected at the inftigation of Mr. 
Fitzgibbon. Another queftian mov- 
ed by the popular party was 
introduced by Mr. O’Hara, mem- 
ber fur the county of Sligo, “the 
object of which was the aboli- 
tion of the office of vice-treafurer 
of Ireland. This motion had the 
fame fate with that of Mr. Brown- 
low. 


The firft notice that was taken of © 


the ae awe as they were a- 
mended by the Britifh parliament, 
and increafed to the number of 
twenty, was on the 13th of June, 
On this occafion, Mr. Orde having 
moved an adjournment for three 
weeks, Mr, Rowley fuggefted on 
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idea he had formed of moving an 
addrefs to the lord lieutenant, re- 
uciting him to put an end to the 
datfion of parliament. Mr. Rowley 
was followed by Mr. Forbes, who 
was éxplicit in his condemnation of 
the amended fyftem, and propofed 
as a fupplement to the motion of 
adjournment, that the fpeaker fhould 
writé circular letters to the mem- 
bers requiring their attendance as 
they régarded the conftitutional and 
commercial rights of Ireland. An 
unequivocal difapprobatir yn of the 
fyftem was at the iame time declar- 
ed by Mr. Corry, Mr. Griffith, 
Mr. Arthur Browne, fir Henry 
Cavendifh and Mr. Grattan. By 
fir Henry Cavendish it was afferted 
that there could be but one fenti- 
ment upon the fubject. Ubtlefs the 
twenty refolutions came to Ireland 
materially altered from the ftate in 
which he had feen them, it was im 
poffible for the prefent adminiftra- 
tion, it was impoiftble for any ad- 
minittration, to bring them forward 
in parliament. There was not an 
Englifhman nor an I[rifhman that 
would dare to’do it; and if there 
were, he would not find another bafe 
enough to fecond him. The houfe 
would rife indignant : the contett 
wo id be, | who thou!d firft move a 
q! ueftion of expullion, on the than 
who aimed a vital flab at the le- 
giflative independence of Ireland, 
To this it was added by Mr. Grat- 
tan, that if the refolutions of the 
Englifh houfe of commions were 
ever laid upon their table, he would 
ged — with the lait nerve cf 
his ftrength, and with the latt 
breath of his life. When the fet- 
tlement of 1782 took place, he 
conceived that no conititutional 
queftion could afterwards arife be- 
tween the two nations. Upon that 
ground he had impofed a filence 
upon himfelf refpecting commercial 
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matters, becaufe he thought it his 
duty to cherifh the harmony thac 
fubiifted. But now fince confti- 
tutional queftions were revived, he 
fhould not be wanting. Whenever 
the time came for that purpofe, he 
fhould give them battle, and Ire- 
land fhould be the judge. Mr, 
Forbes’s amendment was rejected, 
ayes 35, noes 80. 

When the ho@fe met again, pur- 
fuant to the adjoufnment, Mr. 
Rowley moved, in conformity tothe 
hint he had thrown out, that the 
houfe adjourn to the firlt of Ja- 
nuary next. This motion hows 
ever he withdrew at the requett of 
Mr. Grattan. Mr. Grattan did not 
with the country gentlemed to put 
any queftion as yet, or to divide 
their itrength. It was better in fo 
eventful a moment, to wait tll the 
advance (hould be made upon them ; 
it was better to keep themfelves 
firm and compact. 

During the whole of thefe pré- 
lufory debates a fingular degree of 
5 maintained by admi- 
niftration, relatied to the queition 
whether or not the fourth amended 


concerhing which the 
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propofition, 
greatett appehenhions were enter- 
tained, would make a part of the 
ivitemthey fhould bring forward in 
Ireland. ‘This fucceeded fo f. ir, that 
fir Henry Cavendith rofe on the 
twenty-firft of July to affure the 
houfe, that he underftood that no- 
thing injurious to the commercial 
or contlitutional rights of the nae 
tion would be introduced under the 
prefent adminiftration. So late as 
the fecond of Auguit it was obfervs 
ed by Mr. Orde with fome warmth, 
that the delay he demanded was but 
of fhort duration; and if he then 
brought forward any thing injun- 
ous to the conftitution or commerce 
of Ireland, let him be cenfured 
with the fevereit marks of indirna- 
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tion; let him be marked with re- 
proach, and dafhed with difhonour ! 
At prefent he hoped the h»ufe would 
give him credit for the rectitude of 
his i intentions, Mr. Orde’s avow- 
ed intention, as it appeared on the 
former of thefe days, was to bring 
parliament to an ultimate decifion 
upon the fyitem, previoutly to the 
clofe of its prefent feflion. 

The fyitem was opened by the 
Britifh minitier on the tweltth of 
Auguft. On the preceding day a 
queition was moved by. Mr. Flood, 
that the houfe fhould come to a re- 
folution ** that it would retain un- 
diminifhed the tree and full exercile 
of the fole and exclutive authority 
at all times to legiflate for Ireland 
internally, externally, and commer- 
cially.” This motion was with- 
drawn for the prefent, at the re- 
queft of Mr. Orde, Mr. Grattan 
declared his preference to the pro- 
ceeding by addrefs to the throne 
rather ‘than by refolution ; if how- 
ever Mr. Flood brought forward 
his refolution, he fhould concur in 
its fupport. 

But the fpirit of oppofition to 
the propofitions in their amended 
form was not confined to the houfe 
of commons of Ireland. On the 
contrary, it had been widely dif- 
fufed through all ranks ot men, and 
the inoit valuable and important in- 
terelis of the country, conftitution- 
al and commercial, were conceived 
to be involied in the fate of the 
fyitem. Every other confideration 
was now lott in the univerfal alarm. 
The once favourite ideas of parlia- 
Mentary reform were forgotten. 
Petitions were prefented from every 
part of thé kingdom, the object of 
which was to ex prefs their jealoufy 
of the plan of precatiomne yt; inter- 
eourfe ; and to entreat that its dif- 
eulfion might not take place in the 
prefent feflion of parliament. ‘The 
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earlieft petitions were thofe the town 
ot Waterford and Galway, which 
were prefenred on the twenty-firtt of 
July. They were followed, among 
others, by the merchants of Dub- 
lin, the treeholders of Antrim and 
Armagh, and the citizens of Cork, 
whofe. petition was prefented by 
Mr. Hutchinfon, the fecretary of 
ftate. 

On the day appointed to move 
for leave to bring in a bill for effec- 
tuating the prepoied intercourfe, 
Mr. Orde explained the bufinefs to 
the houfe in a fpeech of confider- 
able length. He was glad that the 
time was come, to put an end to 
doubts and mifrepretentations, and 
to prove the confittency of his con- 
duét in doing nothing contrary to 
the declaration he had fo often made, 
never to bring forward any mea- 
fure that fhould infringe upon the 
conftitution of Ireland. He apo- 
logized for faying any thing re- 
fpecting himfelf in a difcuffion of fo 
great magnitude; but the charges 
of contradiction that had been ad- 
vanced again{t him made it neceffa- 
ry ; and he now. avowed his real 
refpenbibilicy for the meafure he 
fhould propote - He ileod there the 
afferter of the fairnefs and juftice 
of the propofition he was to offer ; 
and he begged to be underitood not 
merely as acting ofhcially, but that 
his heart was in it. In confidering 
it, he faid, every man ought to dif- 
mifs from his mind what he had al- 
ready heard, to diveit himfelr of 
prejudice, and to come to the dif- 
cuffion uninfluenced by bias of any 
kind. For his pare, he would not 
attempt a parade of words ; plauti- 
bility was neceflary where there 
was a doubt of the truth; but in 
the prefent bufineis there was ne 
reafonable ground for hefiration. 

Mr, Orde defended the variations 
that appeared in the fyftem, by the 
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confideration of the natural pro- 
gets of a meafure of this for. 
What had gone from that houfe 
early in the feilion was to be confi- 
dered in the nature of the founda- 
tion of a treaty, a tketch on the 
part of the people of Ireland of 
the agreement they were willing to 
form. It was next requilite that 
Britain fhould confider what it was 
that fhe could concede; and fhould 
ttate thofe reitraints and exceptions 
which fhe might regard as effeatial 
to her welfare. For himfelf, he 
could have wifhed that ftill more li- 
beral terms of adjuftment could 
have been confonant to the feelings 
and fuppofed intercits ot both coun- 
tries. His ideas and his hopes had 
gone to epen ports, and a total ce- 
reliction of. duties between the two 
kingdoms; but, as the dilferent cir- 
cumiftances of each, and the diife- 
rent maturity of their trade render- 
ed fuch an adjuftment imprasnecible, 
it had been neceflary to look out 
tor fomething near it. The dith- 
culties and obftacles, that had fug- 
gefted themfelves in its pogreis, 
had been innumerable. Particular 
interefts were naturally alarmed, 
and it had been neceflary to attend 
to them in fome initinces, not lefs 
to refift them in others. 
duc& of the oppofition in both 
houfes of the Britith parliament 
had been artful, infidious, and in- 
defatigable. They had fuggefted 
a variety of eenitndme nts hoftile to 
the conititutional and commercial 
rights of Ireland; and it had been 
their boaft, that by their alterations 
and additions they had effected 
their grand purpote of perpie exing 
the bufinefs, 2 and creating difcon- 
tents in Ireland, without ; allaying 
thofe of Great Britain. The man- 
ner,in whichthe minifter there had 
extricated himfelf from thefe em- 
barrailinent:, did him the highedt 
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honour; the inftances in which he 
had refified the demands of impor- 
tuhate complaint grea ly outnum- 
bered thofe in which he had yield- 
ed. He had been actuated by the 
moft liberal principles, and had u- 
niformly ftood up as the advocate 
and reconciler of both } kingdoms, 

Mr. Orde averred with the urt- 
mott confidence, that the amend- 
ments that had been made to the 
propofitions in England, though 
calcu'ated to grarity the cautious 
and circum{pect fpirit of her reve - 
nue laws, did not in ieality interfere 
with the profperity of Ireland. 
Notwithttanding all the modificativns 
and alterations th: i: had been sae 
ed, the fyflem was ftill as advanta- 
geous to that country as it had ever 
been. The natural fituation of 
Great Britain and Ireland in com- 
mercial affairs, was a fituation ot 
rivalihip; but te was their mutuat 
interelt not to continue rivals. 
They could not long remain as 
they were, and foreign nations on 
ly cou'd rejoice at the defeit of the 
meafure. Mr. Orde ciiod. that 
after bringing in the bill, and print- 
ing it, it was his i intention top wife, 
in ‘order to learn the fentiments of 
the country refpectine it. The 
original outline had been only the 
overture of a treaty, and ther 
had been no ik mpropricty in coming 
to a decifion upon it atonee. but 
in the prefent flage he wifhed co 
follow the example of mature deti- 
beration that had been given thei 
by the Englith i parliament, It was 
his celire, that the houfe fhould 
decile upon the beft information 
they could procure. Let them heat 
every perion who wifhed to be 
heard: let them receive every pe- 
tition that could ‘be broucht; and 
let them lifen to all the evidence 
thar coud be offered. 

The fpeech of Mr. Mafon, who 
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flood forward in defence of the fyf- 
tem, was particularly directed to 
the vindication of the fourth pro. 
pofition. He fhould not have been 
turprifed, if the commercial regula- 
tions of the bill were found to oc- 
cafion a great diverfity of opinion. 
If in a treaty of this nature every 
article were in favour of one of the 
parties, there wouli be an end of 
that equality, which muft neceffari- 
ly be the bafis of a pcrmanent agree- 
ment. It was therefore natural 
that fome of the proviiions, when 
confidered fingly, and not as com- 
pofing part of a fyftem, fhould ap- 
pear exceptionable. But that men 
on this occafion fhould have talked 
of peril to the conftitution, was an 
objection equally fraught with ab- 
furdity and miichicf. It was to 
fpread a falfe alarm through all 
parts of the kingdom, to irritate 
the public without juft caufe 
againit the Britifh parliament, and 
to perfuade the people, that the in- 
dependence of their country was in 
danger at the very moment when 
it was mott fecure; at the very mo- 
ment, that all the branches of the 
legiflature in both kingdoms were 
vying with each other, which of 
them fhould affert the independence 
of Ireland in the ftrongeft terms ; 
when the minifter of Ireland had 
moved for a bill by the claufes of 
which, this point was exprefsly de- 
clared ; when the minifter of Great 
Britain had actually prefented fuch 
a bill in that country; and when 
both houfes of the Britifh parlia- 
ment had concurred in otieetiidie 
ap addrefs to the throne, declaring 
that the parliament of Ireland alone 
was competent to make laws to bind 
that kingdom in any cafe whatever. 
Mr, Maton went farther in affertifig 
the unimpeachable integrity of the 
fyftem in this point. He affirmed, 
that the contefted ftipulation re- 
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quired by Great Britain was the 
{trongeit acknowledgment of the 
independence of Ireland. Why 
had fhe departed upon that occa- 
fion from her eftabiifhed practice, 
of regulating the commerce of eve- 
ry part of the empire by her own 
parliament only? Why had fhe 
then relinguifhed a power, which 
fhe had exercifed without controul 
for one hundred and twenty years ? 
Becaule fhe acknowledged the in- 
dependence of Ireland; becaufe fhe 
well knew that no act of her par- 
liament would be cenfidered as va- 
lid by the people of Ireland, if it 
were not confirmed by the Irifh le- 
gillature. 

Mr. Mafon was of opinion, that, 
if there were any one claufe more 
abfolutely neceflary than the reft, 
it was the very claufe which had 
been fo loudly and miilakenly re- 
probated. He contratied the fpirit 
of the advocates of liberty in the 
prefent inftance, with that which 
they had manifefted when Mr. Yel- 
verton’s bill for adopting all fuch 
commercial laws of Great Britain, 
as conferred equal benefits and im- 
pofed equal burthens on the fub- 
jects of both kingdoms, was re- 
ceived with fo general applaufe. 
The {pi:it of both meafures was the 
fame. But he contended that the 
bill of 1780 was the more offenfive 
ftipulation of the two, fince by it 
they adopted the duties as well as 
the regulations of Great Britain. 
lf ever a country was to be jeatous 
of the interference of a foreign le- 
giflature, fhe ought furely to be 
moft fo in matters that related to 
the impofition of taxes. No man, 
he faid, could be fo ignorant, as to 
imagine they were required to pafs 
a law, rendering it compulfory on 
future parliaments to regifter the 
commercial edicts of Great Britain. 
Common fenfe was fufficient to = 
that 








that 
not 

by 2 
ceed 
binc 
fion 
whi 
the: 
law: 
Brit 
and 
ceec 
exa 
tim 
flo} 
pri 
But 
me! 
tur 
ha 
thi 

cy 


FOREIGN 


that this was impoffible ; that it was 
not in the power of a parliament 
by any act ot theirs to bind fuc- 
ceeding parliame nts, or even to 
bind themielves in a fubfequent fef- 
fion ‘The fingle engagement into 
which they entered by accepting 
theie conditions, was to adopt fuch 
laws as had been pafied by Great 
Britain fince Mr. Yelverton’s bill, 
and then to recommend it to face 
ceeding parliaments to follow their 
example, and to adopt from time to 
time fuch farther regulations, as 
fhould be founded upon the ‘ame 
principles ot juttice and equality. 
But notwithitandine their recom- 
mendation and cxample, every fu- 
ture parliament would neceiiarily 
have its option. How then could 


this ftipulation affect the fuprema- 
cy of the Irifh legiflature ? 

Mr. Foi er, without going very 
largely into the conilitutional quet- 
tion, expatiated with great warmth 
upon the advant:ges that would 


refult from this fyfiem to the com- 
merce of Ireland. The moft glo- 
rious and inettimable profpect was 
opened to her manufactures. Were 
a man to look for a country moft 
advantageous in which to fettle a 
manufacture, what would be his 
choice ? One where labour and 
provilions were cheap; thatis Ire- 
land. And what would he next 
look for ? Why to have a rich, ex- 
tended and fteady ma ket near him; 
fuch as England, which would be 
the genial foil to ripen their pro- 
ductions, and the aftecticnate mo- 
ther to bring them torward to the 
height of wealth, profperity and 
glory. 

But the member of adminiftra- 
tion that entered moti largely into 
the defence of the meafure was Mr. 
Fitzgibbon. 
fending the Irifh manufactures to 
the Britith markets, he did nat 
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build upon it any very fanguine 
expectations of advant age. But the 
advantages of a relaxation in her 
navigation laws he highly prized. 
He thought tha’, without ‘uch a re- 
laxation, they had very htile prof- 
pect indeed of any foreign trade. If 
the Irifh merchant had not the 
certain iffue of the Englifh mar- 
ket for foreign commodities, he had 
no {pur to enterprize and fpecula- 
tion. But, if England relaxed ber 
navigation laws in favour of Ire- 
land, fhe had a right to ex pect to 
be followed by her in a code of 
laws, which had been the fource of 
her commercial opulence, and the 
prime origin of her maritime 
ftrength. Tt had been infinuated, 
that they could trade to more ad- 
vantage with the colonies of fo- 
reign itates. But what foreign ftates 
would allow them to tr.de with 
their colonies ? Who was to proe 
tect them if foreign ftates fhould 
refufe to do them juitice ? or who 
was to affert their rights, fuppofing 
them to be violated ¢ With refpect 
to the Eatt Indies, it appeared to 
Mr. Fitzgibbon to be a quettion 
of no doubt or difficulty, fince by 
a law of Ireland they h ad confirm- 
ed the monopoly et the Eait India 
company, and therefore fo long as 
the charter latted, by that charter 
they were bound. And were the 
charter expired, and were it the 
intereit of that country to inter- 
fere with Great Bricain, he believ- 
ed their profpect of a trade to India 
to be very remote indeed. It was 
not however true, as had been 
fugeeiicd, that Lreland was reftrict- 
ed by the tenor of the prefent bill, 
beyond the period of the charter, 
‘When therefore fo adv antageous 
an arrangement was proferred to 
Ireland, tur what reafon was it, that 
fhe was bid to heiitate and demur? 
Why, the fyttem it teemed was an 
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infult to Ireland; it flruck at the 
judependence of her leyitlature. 
"This was the firit intiance in which 
Treland had ever treated; and i 
was a new ideato Mr. Fitzgibbon, 
that England, by opening and car- 
tying oy a treaty with her as an 
independent tiate, infu ited her pric e, 
and undermined her independence. 
He took great advantage in argu- 
ing upon this point of a definition 
ot free trade, as given by Mr. Flood 
in December 1779. + It wasa 
trade to the whole world, fubject 
to the reftrain's of their own lecif- 
Jature and that of the country with 
which they tr aded. This was a 
principle clear as the fun which 
fhone on their reviving empire, and 
wide as the univerie.’ > No truth, 
faid Mr, bitzeibbon, could be more 
unquetlionable than that which had 
been thus delivered by Mr. Flood. 
An arrangement of trade could pot 
be agreed upon between two na- 
tions, unlefs they feitled at the fame 
time principles of mutual reltric- 
tion ; and, if the Trith nation would 
never condeiceud to prom ife com- 
pliance with any condition ot a 
treaty, the Irith nation muft deter- 
mine never to make any commer- 
cial treaty, or any treaty what- 
ever 
Mr. Fitzgibbon treated the ob- 
jection, as originating in the arts of 
the oppofition in the Britifh parlia- 
ment. He could not by any means 
confent to regard them as the friends 
of Ireland. Jt was a firit principle 
with them not to make to her any 
couceiions. In the prefent buti- 
nefs, they had in the firit inftance 
echoed the clamouss and the pre- 
judices of the manufacturers of 
Great Britain, But, having failed 
in their profpeét of damning the 
meafure in England, they bad in- 
ftantly changed their ground, and 
applied themiclvcs to inflame the 
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pride and excite the indign: ation of 
that country. Mr. Fitzgibbon had 
been intermed, that they had in- 
dulged their merriment, he hoped 
fumewhat prematurely, at the ex- 
pence of a few individuals whom 
they fappofed to have fwallowed 
the bait, and at the expence of the 
kingdom of Ireland. That coun- 
try would become the laughing- 
tock of every nation in Europe, 
if fhe were made the dupe of {a 
palpable .and fhallow an artifice, 
Mr. Fitzgibbon concluded with re- 
marking, that, whatever might 
have been intimated at different 
times concerning the poflibility. of 
Ireland ftanding alone, he was in- 
timately convinced, that, firuated as 
fhe was in the neighbourhood of 
powertul popifh couniries, with a 
great maj jority of her people of the 
popifh religion, fhe could not exitt 
one hour as a proteitant ftate, if 
the protection ef England were 
withdrawn. 

The perion, who onthis day firtt 
rofe in oppofition to tha fh dou, was 
Mr. Conolly, who declared again 
it in the moit explicit terms. The 
houfe would remember that when 
the obtaining a free coniiitution 
was the matter in queftion, he had 
fiood in the breach and oppofed the 
meature. The reafon he had done 
fo was, that he thought the fitu- 
ation of Ireland, in refpeét to cir- 
culation and capital, by no means 

juficient to put her in competition 
with the fifter kingdom, or enable 
her to embark on a feparate bot- 
tom. But the quettion was now 
entirely altered. That houfe had 
afferted the conftitution; it had 
been recognized and admitted on all 
hands; and he was perfuaded that 
no member of that houfe, nor the 
houfe itfelf had a right to recede 
from or relinquifh the independ- 
ence they had obtained, 
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Sir Henry Cavendith had attend- 
ed with great anxiety to the open- 
ing of the but inefs, and had liften- 
ed to Mr. Orde with an earnett 
wifh to coincide with him it he 

offibly could. He was aware of, 
and he lamented the unpleafant 
fituation into which this bulinefs 
had plunge d adminiltration, an ad- 
minittration he had always fupport- 
ed, becaufe he believed that they 
had abilities equal to their fitua- 
tion, and honelly equal to any thing. 
The motion for leave to bring i ina 
bill was reckoned very ftrong 
ground, and was an excellent mo- 
tion for quieting the parliamentary 
coniciences of members. It how- 
ever became them to confider whe- 
ther the bill contained any thing 
derogatory to the legillative rights 
of Ireland. Upon this queition he 
differed from Mr. Orde, and he 
thould therefore vote againit giving 
him leave to bring in the bill, 
which he thought the moft fair and 
manly way ot p ‘oceeding, rather 
than paying hin the empty com- 
pliment of fuffering the bill to be 
introduced, and then voting againit 
its ps afling through the houie. 

Sir He Iry Cavendifl would fay 

nothing to the commercial part of 
a bill. Many of the regulations 
appeared to be be: ceticial for Ire- 
land ; and very poilibly they might 
never have a better offer as to 
commerce. But what was com- 
merce without liberty to enjoy it ? 
He could not readily fuppofe that 
the houfe would pats the bill. If 
they did, he would affert, that they 
would betr iy the truft repofed in 
them by their country, and render 
themfelves odious to every honeft 
man in the kingdom. It required 
no fkil!, no abilities to roufe the 
people againit this meafure. They 
were already roufed, the difficulty 
would be to appeafe them. For 
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himfelf he had always been an 
enemy to improper applications 
fiom the people, and the {pirit of 
ufurpation upon the authority of 
that houfe. If he could extend 
his voice from one end of the 
kingom to the other, he would re- 
commend patience and peace ; but 
he would recommend, if the bill 
fhoulc pafs, unintermitted applicas 
tions 10 parliament and the throne 
for its repeal. If parliament fhould 
not liften to fuch applications, a 
quettion would then come before 
the public of a ferious nature in- 
deed. He thould lament the necef- 
lity of entering upon the confider- 
ation of the origin of government, 
of the compact.upor which focieties 
were formed, by which the people 
gave up a pait of their liberty for 

the protection of the remainder. 
Mr. Burgh, member for Harris- 
town in the county of Kildare, di- 
ftinguithed himfelf by the fpeech 
he delivered upon this occation, 
He argued againt{t the admitfion ot 
the princi,le of the fourth propo- 
fition, by obferving that he was 
called upon by tha it principle to 
truft the defence of the [rith confi- 
tution to the parliament of Great 
Britain. ‘ Did not that parlia- 
ment,” it was afked, * declare that 
they never would infringe the con- 
ftitution of Ireland ?”? But before he 
trufted them, he muft confider how 
far the parliament of Great Britain 
had been hitherto to be relied on 
with regard to their commerce. 
He muit recollect what had been 
the fruits of the former profeffions 
and declarations. In the year 
1698, the balance in favour of 
Ireland on account of the flourifh- 
ing ftate of her woollen manufac- 
ture was 420,000l. The parlia- 
mentof England, defirous to deprive 
her of this trade, addreffed the 
king, **to declare to his fubjeéts 
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of Ireland, that they fhould receive 
gill countenance, favour and pro- 
tection from his royal influence for 
the encouragement and promoti:n 
of the linen manufacture, to all 
the advantage and profit of which 
that kingdom fRou!d be capable.” 
That the conditicn of this counte- 
nance was complied with by giving 
up the woollen m: nufacture of Ire. 
land, was evident. But notwith: - 
ftanding this, difcouragement, ri- 
valfhip and reftriction had been 
experienced by them in their fail- 
cloth, in their printed linen, and 
in their linen manufacture of diffe- 
rent fpecies. And now the Irifh 
fecretary came forward, and pro- 
pofed the reflirution of part of that 
ceded manufacture, the fail-cloth 
manufacture, as an inducement for 
Ireland to treat with Great Britain. 
Was not this firft to rob them, and 
then attempt to bribe them with 
their own ? But if in a tranfaction 
that would have been difhonour. ble 
between two private merchants, the 
fucceffive parliaments of Great 
Britain had fo obvioufly broken 
their former engagements, what 
muft they think of a propofal to 
confide to her prefent declarations 


not only their commerce but their 


conftitution ? 

Mr. Burgh alluded to the argu- 
ments which had been employed in 
Great Britain againft ceding any 
advantages 10 Ireland. They were 
not to be allowed commerce on ac- 
count of the cheapnefs of their la- 
bour. And from what did that 
cheapnefg of labour arife? From 
te want of employment, and the 
coniequent mitery of the people. 
What was the caufe of that mifery? 
The reftrictions laid on their manu- 
faétures and trade by Great Bri- 
tun. Another argument againtt 
their being admitted to commerce 
Was taken from the goudnefs and 
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the favourable fituation of their 
ports. Sothat it feemed they were 
to be refirained from commerce on 
account of the difadvantages they 
derived from Great Britain, and 
they were to be reitrained on ac- 
count of the bleflings they derived 
from heaven. Was this the affec- 
tion, was this the juftice, was this 
the liberality, was this the magna- 
nimity fo loudly praifed and fo 
largely expatiated on? And thus 
it was that Great Britain reafoned 
with regard to her greateft, her 
moit natural, her latt refource. 
Why would fhe in a great imperial 
theme proceed on the senha no- 
tions, the local prejudices, and the 
narrownefs of mind of the manu- 
facturers of this or that town ? 
Had fhe not ha: enough of rettrice 
tions on trade? She loft the trade 
of America by adhering to the 
plinciples of an excifeman, and fhe 
was preparing to annihilate that of 
Ireland, by adopting the principles 
of apedlar. W hat was the reafon 
of the diilinction thus affiduoufly 
maintained between the two king- 
doms? Was it becaufe a fea ran be- 
tween them? What could have 
been wanting to the profperity of 
two countries, united by nearnefs of 
fituation, fimilarity of conthtution, 
of language, of habits, and of 

laws ? What were the beit mean 
for the attainment of riches, iantih, 
and fecurity ? The extention of na- 
val power, This biefling heaven 
had provided for them by throw- 
ing a fea between them, by giving 
to both all the advantages and re- 
fources of an infular firuation. 
What then mutt they think of a 
country, w hich, intlead of rejoicing 
in this double batwa irk of her poli- 
tical exitience, fhould bear towards 
it an eye of jealoufy and an hand 
of oppreifion, and counteract, by the 
adoption of the moft narrow prej ue 
dice’, 
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dices, the wifeft and moft favour- 
able difpofition of providence ? 
Mr. Grattan, in a fpeech the firkt 
in refpeét of merit thar was ever de- 
livered in the Irilh parl ament, and 
which was thought by many to 
throw into fha.e all that was moft 
excellent in the art of eloquence 
that hadappeare. in the feat of em. 
pire, took an extenive view of 
whole range of the propotitions. 
He fet out with a compari‘on be 
tween tie free trade ovtained in 
1779, and what was now propofed. 
What the advantages might b. that 
were likely to refult tr m the for- 
mer, no man‘could fay; but any 
man, who had feen the ftruggle of 
Ireland during a century of depref- 
fion, might foreiee, that a fpirit of 
induftry operating upon a ttate of 
liberty in a young nation muit in a 
courfe of time produce fignal ad- 
vantages. The fea was like the 


the 


earth, to non-exertion a wafte, to 
induftry a mine. 


By the tettlement 
of 1779, Ireland had recovered her 
right to trade with every part of 
the world whofe ports were open to 
her, fubject to her own unttipulated 
duties: fhe retained her right to 
trade directly to the Br:tith pianta- 
tions in a variety of articles. with- 
out a reference to Britith duties ; 
fhe added to this a priviicge to trade 
with the Britifh plantations directly 
in every other article fubject to the 
rate of Eritifh duty; fhe obtained 
the right to felect the articles, fo 
that the general trade fhould not 
hang on the fpecial contormity ; 
and fhe did not covenant to attect, 
exclude or pottpone the produce of 
foreign plantations. Thus {hie te- 
curcd to herfelf the two great ob- 
jeéis of the free trade, and the 
plantation trade. Thefe being fet- 
thed, a third in the opinion of tome 
remained, namely, the intercourfe 
with England or the Channel trade ; 
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and the demand of protecting du- 
ties, that had been brought forward 
by a number of famifhing manu- 
facturers in the preceding year, the 
extent of whofe demand was idle, 
the manner of conveying it tumultu- 
ary, but the treatmen: it received 
on the part of adminiitration tem- 
poriling and undecifive, paved the 
way jor the introduction and dif- 
cuilion of this laft branch of their 
commercial fituation. 

The firit branch of this obje&, as 
it was diftribured by Mr. Grattan, 
regarded the propoied equalifation 
of duties. This fyitem, tair in its 
principle, and in procels of time 
likely to be beneficial, was not how- 
ever pregnant with any great pre- 
fent advantage. Under this are 
rangement the Englifh manufacture 
er in reality continued protected, 
and the Iriih manufacturer expofed, 
and the abatement of duty was no 
more than difarming the argument 
of retaliation. But as Ireland was 
to covenant that {he would not raife 
her duties on Britifh manufactures, 
England on her part engaged that 
fle would not diminifh her preter- 
ence in tavour of Irifh linens. The 
adjufiment however did not flop 
at the home manutacture; it exe 
tended to the barter of plantation 
produce. Here Jreland already 
ttood on the two grounds of law 
and juftice. As to the law, Mr. 
Grattan could not conceive how 
the fame act of navigation could 
bear a differc nt conftructicn on the 
one s'de of the Channel from what 
it bore on the other, unleis by fup- 
pofing that in their ancient fiate of 
dependency they were not entitled 
tothe common benefit ot the mo- 
ther tongue. And as to juttice, 
fince it was clearly on their fide, 
they were as yet a tree parliament, 
and if they did not find the law 
equal, they might make it fo, 
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iMr. Grattan was much more co- 
c= upon the fecond divifion of 
is fubject, which bore upon its face 
inequality of duty as well as in- 
equality of trade. ‘This related in 
the tirft place to the raw material of 
the woollen manufacture. The pro- 
polition indeed ftipulated = that 
there fhould be no new prohibition. 
But every prohibition beneficial to 
England was laid before, and none 
$n favour of Ireland. Ireland tll 
4779 Was a province; and, before 
the provincial re.ulations were fu- 
perieded, this arrangement efta- 
bhihed a principle of «si pofidetis, 
that is, Great Britain fhould retain 
all her advantages, and Ireland all 
ber difadvantages. But there were 
inftances of more firiking inequali- 
ty; they were to give x monopoly 
to the prefent or any future Eatt 
India company during its exiftence, 
nd to the Britifh nation for ever 
atter. This was not a furrender of 


the political rights of the conttitu- 


tion, but of the natursl preroga- 
tives of man; not of the privileges 
of parliam-nt, but of the rights of 
nations, They were not to fail be- 
yond the cape of Good Hope, and 
the itraits of Magellan. An awful 
interdict ! Other interdicts extended 
to a determined pericd of time ; but 
here was an eternity of reftraint! 
Other imterdicts extended to parti- 
ewar places for local reatons ; but 
here wore neutral regions torbid- 
den, and the bounties of provi- 
dence denied in the moft opulent 
boundaries of creation! It re mbl- 
ed rather a judgment ef God than 
an act of the Iegitlature, whether 
they ineafured it by immentity of 
{pace, or infinicy of duration, and 
had nothing human about it except 
its prefumption ! 

From their fituation in the Eatt 
Mr. Grattan proceeded to contider 
their fituation in the Welt, They 
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were to give a monopoly to the 
Britifh plantations at their owa 
taxes. Hitherto they only did fo 
in certain articles, with a power of 
felection, and that only as long as 
they pleafed to conform to the con- 
dition and without any flipulation 
to exclude foreign produce. Now 
they were to covenant to do fo for 
ever, and thus to put the trade for 
ever out of their own diicretion. 
Mr. Grattan atked, why did they 
refufe protecting duties to their 
countrymen ? Becaule they looked 
like a monopoly - And would they 
give to the Eaft India merchant, 
and to the Weit India planter, 
fomething more; a monopoly, where 
the monopolift was the lawgiver ? 
The principle of equal duties and 
equal rettiictions was not the fhadow 
ot a fecurity, becaufe the condition 
ot the two countries was totally dif- 
fimilar. Suppofe Great Britain, to 
aniwer the exigency of fome future 
war, er to fund her prefent debt, 
fhould raife her colony duties {till 
higher, Ireland mutt follow, not be- 
caufe fhe wanted the tax, bur left her 
exemption froimtaxes fhould giveher 
manutactures any camparative ad- 
vantage. Irith come were to be 
piccautions arain't the profperity 
of Irth manutactures. He feared, 
that by adop:ing the propolitions 
they would introduce fomething 
worfe than this; they would make 
Englith jealoufy the barometer of 
Triih taxes. The exciution of fo- 
reign plantation produce would 
have feemed fufficicnt for every 
purpofe of power and domination ; 
but to avgravate, and it fhould 
feem to iniuit them, the independ- 
ent ftates of America were moit un- 
acioutly brought into the arrange- 
tt as if Ireland were a Britith 
colony, or North America conti- 
nued a pait of the Briifh domi- 

nions. 
Burt 
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But without enlarging upon this 
circumftance Mr. Grattan called the 
attention of his hearers to one ar- 
ticle in the fettlemeut, which could 
accompany no fettlement, which 
muft be tatal to any tfeaty, and 
tear afunder the bands of faith and 
affection. The article he intended 
was that which opened afrefh the 
fettlement of the free trade, and the 
colony trade in 1779. The prefent 
fy {lem took from them the power of 
felection, fo that the whole co- 
venant hanged on each feveral 
branch; and took from them their 
option of the produce of foreign 
plantations, and of America. It 
was a revifion in peace of the fet- 
tlements of war; it Was a revoca- 
tion in peace of the acq uli tion of 
war. Mr. Grattan conceived thote 
arrangements to be facred. ‘hey 
might make other arrangements 
with the Britif nation, but they 
would neyer make any fo beneficial 
as thefe. They were the refult of 


a conjuncture, miraculoutly formed, 


and tortunately feized. From the 
confideration of thefe fettlements 
he was naturally led to that part of 
the fubject which related to com- 
peniation. Compenfation certainly 
could not apply to the free trade of 
1779, or the free conititution of 
1782, firft becaufe they were al- 
ready adjufted, and could not be re- 
voked ; and fecondly, becaufe they 
were points of unalienable right. 
Freemen would not pay for the re- 
covery of ther rights ; payment de- 
rogated from the nature of the claim, 
and fo it had then been underttood. 
It was then thought, that to have 
annexed fubfidy to  conttitution 
would have marred an illuttrious ex- 
periment on the feelings of the na- 
tion. Then was exhibited the bold- 
er policy, the happy art, which faw 
hew much might be got by com- 
pulfion, and how much might be 
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left to honour; which yielded them 
their claims unftipulated and un- 
conditioned, and made a bold puth 
for the hearts of the nation. Let 
them fee then what they obtained 
without compenfation. A — 
trade, a free trade, the independ- 
eocy of their judges, the govern- 
ment of the army, the extinction 
of the unconftitutional powers of 
the council, the reftoration of the 
judicature of their lords, and the 
independency of their legiflature, 
Let them fee now what they ob- 
tained by compenfation; a coves 
nant not to trade beyond the Cape 
ot Good Hope and the Straits of 
Magellan ; a covenant not to take 
foreign plantation produce, not to 
take American produce, but as 
Great Britain fhould permit; a coe 
venant not to take Britifh planta- 
tion produce but as Great Britain 
fhould prefcribe ; a covenant never 
to protect their own manufactures, 
never to guard the primum of thofe 
manufactures ; thefe things accom- 
panied, he a:knowledged, with a co- 
venant on the part of England to 
difarm the argument for protecting 
duties, to give the Englifh lan- 
guage in the act of navigation the 
fame conftruction in both countries, 
and to leave the linen market with- 
out moleliation. One would think 
fome Ged prelided over the liber- 
ties of that country, who made it 
frugality in the Irifh nation to con- 
tiuue free, and annexed the penal- 
ties of fine as well as infamy to the 
furrender of the conftitution ! 

From the confideration of com- 
merce Mr, Grattan proceeded to a 
quefiion much more high and inef- 
timable, befure which the ideas of 
protecting duties, of reciprocal du- 
ties, of countervailing duties, va- 
nifhed into nothing, at id by the tend- 
encies of which the prudence of eve- 
ry head and the energies of every 


heart 





28 BRITISH AND 


heart were called forth to fhield the 
new acquired rights of a nation, fo 
long depreffed, ‘fo recently by the 
conjunétures of foreign affairs and 
by domeftic virtue ‘emancipated. 
If three years after the recovery of 
their freedom they could be brought 
to bead, their children, corrupted 
by theirexample, would furrender ; 
but if they ftood firm and inexor- 
able, they would make a feafonable 
impreffion on the people of Eng- 
Jand ; they would give a wholefome 
example to their children; and, as 
the old Englifh did in the cafe of 
their charter, they would render 
the prefent attempt on Inrifh liberty 
its beft and perpetual confirmat on. 
Mr. Grattan acknowledged that by 
their external power they might 
difcompofe the harmony of empire ; 
and he added, that by their power 
over the purfe they might diffolve 
the ftate. But this was to reft the 
connection upon a new and a falfe 
principle. If any body of men 
could ftill think that the Irith con- 
ftitution was incompatible with the 
Britifh empire, a doctrine which he 
abjured as fedition againft both, he 
would anfwer, Perifh the empire, 
Live the conftitution! He {fpoke, 
however, as if a transfer of legifla- 
tive authority could poflibly be 
made ; but in fact it was impoffible. 
Man was not omnipotent over him- 
felf, neither were parliaments omni- 
etent to accomplifh their own 
deftruction, and propagate death to 
their fucceflors. There was in thefe 
cafes a fuperior relationfhip to their 
refpective creators, God and the 
community, which in the inftance 
of the incividual arrefled the hand 
of fuicide, and in that of the poli- 
tical body flopped the act of fur- 
render, and made mah the means 
of propagation, and parliament the 
organ to continue liberty, not the 
engine to defiroy it. They, the 








limited truftees of delegated power, 
born for a particular purpofe, con- 
fined to a particular time, and bear- 
ing an inviolable relationfhip to the 
people who fent them to parliament, 
could not break that relationthip, 
counteract that purpofe, and fur- 
render, diminifh or derogate from 
thofe privileges they lived but to 
preferve. Mr. Grattan congratu- 
lated that houfe, that it was one of 
the bleflings of the Britifh conili- 
tution, that it could not die of a 
rapid ae or perifh like the 
men that fhould protect her. Any 
aé, that would deflroy the liberty 
of the people, was dead-born from 
the womb. They might put down 
the public caufe for a feafon, but 
another year would fee old conflitu- 
tion advance the honours of his 
head, and the good iniiitution of 
parliament, thaking off the prifon of 
the tomb, to reafcend i in all its pomp 
and pride and plenitude of privilege! 
Mr. Grattan had ftated thefe pro- 
pofitions, as a mere transfer of exter 
nal legiflative authority to the pars 
liament of Great Britain; but he had 
underftated their mifchief, fince they 
included in reality a power of unli- 
mited taxation. If a minitler fhould 
turn himfelf to a general excile, if 
he fhould wifh to relieve from the 
weight of further additional duties, 
the hereditary revenue already ali- 
enated, if he fhould defire to gras 
tify the alarms of the Englifh ma- 
nufacturers, who complained of the 
exemption ot !reland trom excifes, 
particularly on fuch articles as foap, 
candles and leather; he might tax 
her by threats, fuggeiting that if 
fhe refufed to raife an excife on 
herfelf, England would raife colo- 
ny duties on both. See what a 
mighty inftrument of coercion 
might be made of this bill and thefe 
refolutions ! Stir; and Great Britain 
could crufh them, Stir, and the 
minifter 
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minifter could crufh them in the 
name of Great Britain. He could 
crufh their imports, he could cruth 
their exports ; he could do this in 
a manner peculiarly mortifying, by 
che immediate intervention of their 
own parliament, which would then 
be an active cypher, a counterfeited 
feal in the hands of Great Britain, 
to forge and falfify the nameand 
authority of the people of Ireland. 

Nor would they become more de- 

pendent upon the parliament of 
Great Britain, than they would upon 
the crown. The propolitions grant- 
ed a perpetual money bill, a money 
bill to continue as long as Great 
Britain fhould pleafe, with a cove- 
nant to increafe it as often as fhe 
fhould require. If after this the 
merchant fhould petition them to 
lower their duties on the articles of 
trade, their anfwer was our trade 
is in covenant. If their conftitu- 
ents fhould inftruct them to pafs a 
fhort money bill, their anfwer was 
the purfe of the nation like her 
trade is in covenant. No more fix 


months money bills ; n0 more in-* 


ftructions from their conftituents ! 
That connection was broken by the 
prefent bill: Pafs it, and they had 
no conftituent ; they were not the 
reprefentatives of the people of Ire- 
land, but the regifter of the Britifh 
parliament, and the equalizer of 
Britifh duties. 

But if the mifchief of the pro- 
pofitions was thus notorious, their 
faftety was not lefs problematical. 
Had gentlemen confidered the fub- 
ject? Had they traced the map of 
the countries the right of trading 
with which they were to furrender 
forever? Had they traced the map 
of Afia, Africa and America? Did 
they know. the French, Dutch, 
Portugueze and Spanifh fettlements 
in thofe parts of the world? Did 
they know the neutral powers by 
which they were iahabited, their 
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produce, aptitudes and difpofitions? 
Had they confidered the itate of 
North America, its prefent fitu- 
ation, its future growth, and every 
incident in the endlefs fucceffion of 
time, that might attend that nurfe 
of commerce and afylum of man- 
kind? Were they now competent 
to declare on the part of themfelves 
and all their profperity, that a free 
trade to thofe regions would never 
in the efflux of time be of any fer- 
vice to the kingdom of Ireljand ? 
If they poffeffed information upon 
this fubject, it muft be by a com- 
munication with God, for they had 
none with man ; it mutt be infpira- 
tion, for it could not be knowledge. 
The great points for the nation 
had already been carried, and the 
adjuftment was not indifpenfibie. 
They had a growing profperity and 
as yet an exemption from intolere 
able taxes. ‘They could from time 
to time regulate their commerce, 
cherifh their manufactures, keep 
down their taxes, and brood over 
the growing profperity of young 
Ireland. In the mean time let them 
guard their free trade and their free 
conftitution as their only real re- 
fources. They were the ftruggles 
of great virtue, the refult of much 
pericverance, and the fource te 
that houfe of immortal honours 
Let them make their third grear 
effort. Let them preferve them, 
and with them preferve the dignity 
of parliament, the majefty of the 
people, and the powers of the 
ifland. Let them keep them un- 
fullied, uncovenanted, uncircum- 
fcribed, and unflipendiary. So fhould 
the profperity of their country, 
though without a tongue to thank 
them, yet, laden with the bleffings 
of conttitution and commeree, bear 
atteftation to their fervices, and 
wait on their progrefs with volun. 
tary praife. 

The imputation of finifter views 
6 fo 
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fo ftrongly charged upon the oppo- 
fition in the Englifh parliament, 
were replied to by “Mr. Forbes, Mr. 
Grattan, Mr. Arthur Browne and 
Mr. Francis Hardy. Mr. Forbes 
particularly inftanced in the hif- 
tory ef the fourth propofition. 
That propofition, he faid, origi- 
nated with Mr. Pitt, and not in the 
fuggeftion or urgency of the Eng- 
ith oppofition ; and had been firtt 
introduced without any kind of 
mitigation or fottening. The palli- 
ating words * by laws to be pafied 
by the Irifh pa liament,” were in- 
ferted at the fu: geftion of Oppo- 
fition, who had further moved an 
ainendment to cxpunge the excep- 
tionable parts of the propotition, 
which had been retitted with fuc- 
ceis by the Enelith adminitiration, 
This circumitance fully proved the 
falfhood of the aflertion, that they 
had in this tranfaclion facrificed 
every thing to party. If that had 
been their only object, they would 
not have moved this amendment, 
or endeavoured to render the fyf- 
tem more palatable to Ireland ; 
they would have tuilered the reto- 
lution to be fent ever in its native 
deformity, and thus have intured 
the rejection of the fyftem and the 
defeat of the minifter. But with 
this minifier at the head of a cabi- 
net, of Which one member was the 
author of the prepnenes musiny bill, 
and another, a nobleman (the duke 
of Richmond) who cncouraged 
conventions and congretles, and ex- 
horted the volunteers not to lay 
down their arms till a reform had 
been obtained, and yet had thought 
proper fo acquiefce under all the 
minifterial perfecutions of the lait 
winter, they were told that the ex- 
ifting members of that cabinet 
were the only friends of Ireland. 
Mr. Forbes tarther made an advan- 
tageous contrail between the pre- 


fent lord lieutenant and the duke of 
Portland, In the addrefs of 1782, 
no minifterial influence was ufed by 
the latter to carry any favourite 
fyftem. He left the parliament 
and the people to declare their 
wifhes withour referve. He faid, if 
he did not approve of them, he 
would refign ; but having approv- 
ed them, he tranfmitted them to 
England, declaring at the fame 
time, that he would not hold the 
government of that country, unlefs 
they were complied with in cvery 
inftance. 

Befides the fpeakers whofe argu- 
ments we have abftracted, a great 
number of ether perfons delivered 
heir fentiments on this memorable 
occafion. Mr. Gardiner, Mr. Ogle 
and fir Lucius O’Brien diftinguifhed 
themfelves in favour of the propo- 
fitions, On the other fide the prin- 


cipal {pe akers were Mr. Flood, 
Mr. Rowley, Mr. O’Neil, fir 
Edward Newenham, Mr. Hart- 


ley, Mr. Ogilvie, tir Henry Hartf- 
tounge, Mr. Corry, Mr. Brownlow, 
and m ajor Doyle. The houfe di 
vided at nine o’clock in the morn- 
ing tor bringing in the bill 127, 

iwainit it 103 ; and a fecond divi- 
fion taking place on a queftion of 
adjournment, the majority in ta- 
vour of adminittration who defired 
the adjournment was no more than 
{ixteen. . 

On the Monday following, Mr. 
Orde made two feveral motions to 
the houte, one for the firft reading 
of the propofed bill, and another 
that the bill be ordered to be print- 
ed. At the fame time he obferved, 
that, having done this, he did not 
intend to make any further progrefs 
ia the bufinefs during the prefent 
feffion. He fhould wait till the 
people had leifure to examine and 
underftand it ; and from what had 


paffed in the houfe in the preceding 
debate, 
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debate, he was induced to fuppofe 
that a confiderable time would be 
necetlary for that purpofe. Ar the 
fame time he entertained no doubt, 
that the more it was underitood, the 
more it would be found to be for 
the benefit and advantage of the 
country, and the lefs reafon would 
be difcovered to impute any thing 
to it hoftile to the conttitution. For 
himfelf he had completed his duty 
refpecting it; its further progrefs 
muft be by a m-tion from the pub- 
lic, who at the 
the enfuing feilion might take fuch 
further fteps refpecting it as they 
thought proper. Mr. Orde how- 
ever afterwards explained, and de- 
clared that he did not intend to re- 
ftrain himfelf from reviving the 
attention of the houfe to this mea- 
fure on a future occafion. Having 
carried his propofed motions, he 
meved farther that the houle ad- 
journ to that day three wecks. 
The objeét of this latt propofal 
was to preclude a quellion being 
ut upon the refolution, which Mr. 
‘lood had withdrawn at the requeit 
of Mr. Orde on the day preceding 
the principal debate, and which he 
was now again defirous to offer to 
the decifion of the houfe. ‘This 
refolution was fupported by Mr. 
Grattan, Mr. Conolly, and fir 
Henry Cavendifh. It was oppofed, 
under the idea of its conveying an 
infult upon the parli: iment of Great 


Britain, by Mr. Rowley, many of 


the country gentlemen, and the 
friends of adminittration in gene- 
ral. In the courle of the debate 
Mr, Molyneux took occafion to 
defend his vete of the preceding 


day, which had been in favour of 


the fyiiem. He deciared, that he 

felt tor the cunftitution of his 

country as much as any man; and 

that no conficeration on carth 

fhould have induced him to give 
2 


commencement of 
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his vote upon a queflion of the 
magnitude and importance of that 
which had been under ditcuffion, 
without the mott rooted conviction 
of the rectitude of the decilion he 
was about to make. Mr. Fitz- 
gibbon, in the courfe of his fpeech 
upon this fubject, drew upon hun- 
felf the indignation of the oppe- 
fition fide ot the houfe, by a com- 
parifon by which he attempted io 
iluitrate the relative fituatiog of 
the two countries. Ireland he faid 
was a whelp, ealily to be roufed, 
and then eatity to be appeafed ; 
burt ic was not fo with Great Bri- 
tain. If they roufed the Britits 
lion they might find it a dif¥culs 
matter to lull him again to reit, 
Irelind therefore, he itaid, was @ 
belorted nation if fhe fought te 
quarrel with England, 

On this day Mr. Curran, « 
young member trom the Irifh bar, 
who had been brought in at the lag 
gencral election, and who had never 
before fpoken but wpon inferio, 
queiiions, delivered himfelf im a 
inanner full of imagination and 
eloquence. He vindicated the re- 
fulution. He faid the exiitence of 
Britith liberty was due, to the up- 
remitting vigilance with which it 
h.d been guarded from encroach- 
ment. Every invafion with which # 
was threatened, by the tollv of mini: 
ters or the ufurpation of kings, had 
been conflantly checked by a con- 
flitutional affertion of lib erty. Suck 
was Magna Charta, fuch were va- 
rious ftatutes that had been made 
under the houfe ot Lancatter, fuch 
the Petition of Rights, the Bill of 
Rights, the Act ot Settlement, aad 
the recent repeal of the fixth of 
George the Firft. No man could 
think that Britifh liberty derived 
any authority trom thote ftatutes, 
or that acts of parliament could 
create conftitutional rights, They 

wee 
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were not free becaufe Magna Charta 
had been enacted, but Magna Charta 
had been enatted becaufe they were 
free. 

Mr. Curran paid fome compl- 
ments to Mr. Fox, who, though 
an Englifhman on fubjects of com- 
merce, he believed was a member of 
the Britifh empire on points of 
conftitution. Ir was to this prin- 
ciple he attributed his indignation 
when the rights of juries were 
invaded, as well.as the oppofition 
which he gave toa bill, that mutt 
have endangered the conttitution in 
England by endangering it in Ire- 
land. ‘Thefe fympathies were im- 
planted in the heart of man tor the 
prefervation of liberty. It was the 
general and vigorous influx of 
them that had atchieved every thing 
glorious in the theatre of the 
world. It was this that adorned 
the defeat at Thermopylz, and the 
triumph of Marathon. It was this 
in America that combated with 
ficets and armies, and waded to 
freedom through flaughter and de- 
folation. It was this that wafted 
the fhouts of an emancipated em- 
pire acrofs the watles of the At- 
lantic, and roufed Ireland from her 
lethargy; that fent her armies into 
the field, and crowned their illut- 
trious leader with fame and victory. 
Thank heaven, not a victory {lain- 
ed with blood, not a victory bathed 
in the tears of a mother, a fifter, 
or a wife, not a victory hanging 
over the grave of a Warren or 
a Montgomery, and uncertain whe- 
ther moft to triumph in what fhe 
had gained, or to mourn over what 
fhe had loft ! 

Mr. Curran recommended the 
refolution to the late majority, as 
the only mode. left for their vindi- 
cation, the only ftep by which they 
could prove that they would never 
have affénted to the fourth propo- 


lanity. 
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fition. The opportunity could nés 
ver arrive again; the bill was at 
anend. The fiege that was drawn 
round the conftition was raifed, and 
the enemy was gone. $uvat ire 
et Dorica cafira; and they might 
now go abroad without fear, and 
trace the dangers they had efcaped. 
Here was drawn the line of circum- 
vallation that cut them off for ever 
from the eaftern world; and there 
the correfponding one that inclofed 
them trom the weft. He proceeded 
to pay feveral compliments to the 
individuals that had diftinguithed 
themfelves on the popular ‘fide on 
this occafion. But he felt that he 
was leaving the quettion, and the 
bounds of moderation. There was 
an ebullition in great exceffes. of 
joy, that almoft bordered upon ins 
He befought the other. fide 
of the houfe not to throw a cloud 
on the genet ral feftivity by a fullen 
refulal to juin with ‘them in the 
prefent refolution. Their adhe- 
rence to the minifter was ufelefs 
now, and would expofe them to the 
humiliating imputation cf an at- 
tachment to men, rather than a 
difcrimination of meafures. The 
meafure was gone down, the man 
only was floating. Perhaps they 
thought it decent to pay him a fue 
neral compliment at his departure + 
he warned them however how they 
prefled too eagerly forward, fince an 
inordinate defire. upon the prefent 
occafion of the fcarf or the cyprefs, 
might poflibly make them rather 
late at the coronation. 

Mr. Flood at length confented to 
give up his refolution, maintaining 
at the fame time that it had been 
decent, moderate and proper, He 
fhould have conceived that perfons 
on the other fide, who wee what 
had pafled were reduced perhaps to 
hide their heads, would have thought 
themfelves obliged to him for aflord- 
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ing them the means of vindicating 
their conduct to their country. If 
however they were fo content with 
the perfect knowledge of their own 
integrity, that they thought no 
vindication neceffary, in God’s name 
let them go home with all their 
blooming honours upon them. He 
would not difturb their fatisfaction 
by impofing the refolution ; in 
offering it to the confideration of 
the houfe he had done his duty. 
He had no ill-will to the gentle- 
man who had brought in the bill, 
or to the amiable nobleman who 
was their chief governor. Had he 
been his enemy, added Mr. Flood, 
pointing to the duchefs of Rutland 
who fat in the gallery, the charm 
that hung round his neck like an 
amulet, would have commanded his 
love and made his welfare dear to 
him. The queftion of adjourn- 
ment was carried without a divi- 
fion. 

The day following was diftin- 
guifhed by a gencral illumination 
through the city of Dublin, in con- 
fequence of the public exultation 
in the deteat of the propofitions. 
On the fame day a duel was fought 
between Mr. Fitzgibbon and Mr. 
Curran, occafioned by a_ partia- 
mentary altercation, in which the 
former confidered the expreifions 
of his antagonilt as being too far- 
eaftic and perfonal to himfelf. The 
duel was attended with no confe- 
quences. 

Exclufively of the debates in the 
Irifh houfe of commons, a defence 
of the commercial fyftem was un- 
dertaken by Mr. Hutchinfon, fe- 
cretary of {tate for that kingdom, 
in # letter to his conttituents of the 
eity of Cork. As this was certain- 
ly the ableft defence that was made 
of this great minifterial meafure, 
and as it tends to illuftrate the 
{pirit and the ability of the Irith 
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part of the adminiftration, it might 
perhaps be a degree of injutlice, not 
to record in this place fome of its 

principal arguments. Mr. Hutch- 
infon had thought proper to decline 

any debate upon the commercial 

part of the bill, till the merchants 

and manufaéturers of Ireland fhould 

have had an opportunity of bring- 

ing forward their evidence and ob- 

fervations. When however he fiw 

in fome of the public, prints the 

groffett mifreprefentations of the 

meafure, and flatements of feveral 

particulars as contained in the bill, 

which were contrary to the whole 

tenor of it, he confidered thofle 

attempts, as tending directly to alie- 

nate the affections of Ireland from 

Great Britain, and to difturb that 

mutual concord, fo effential to the 

happinefs, ftrength and fecurity of 
thefe filter kingdoms. If thefe ex- 

ecrable atten pts had tended only 

to mifreprefenc and calumniate indi- 

viduals, he fhould hive fuffered 

them to pafs with filent contempt ; 

knowing, that thefe thafts had but 

momentary effects, and that every 

man’s character would ultimately 

find its own level, and be appre- 

ciated by his fellow citizens accord- 

ing to the tenor of his conduét. 

The objections to the bill were 
partly of acontlitutional, and partly 
of a commercial nature. On the 
firft the introduction had been prin 
cipally oppofed, and the great 
grounds of argument fur eftablifh- 
ing it, were taken from thofe parts 
of the bill which related to the 
trade with the Britifh colonies and 
fettlements ; to cértain enumerated 
articles from the United States of 
America ; the grant of the furplus 
of the hereditary revenue ; and the 
trade to the Eaft Indies. 

The principle of the fourth 
propotition was defended by Mr. 
Hutchinfon, from a retrofpect of 

& what 
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what Ireland had already done in 
the fame kind. In December 1779 
that houfe had requefted from Great 
Britain “a liberty to trade with 
her colonies, in like manner as trade 
was carried om between the mother 
country and the faid colonies.” 

This demand having been granted, 

a claufe was inferted in the pre- 
amble of all the Irifls acts of par- 
liament from the year 1780 to that 
ene, including the prefent feffion, 
admitting and averring that ‘ the 
trade between that kingdom and 
the Britifh colomes could be en- 
joyed and have continuance, fo 
Yong and in fuch eafe only, as the 
goods of thofe colonics fhould be 
Hable’ to equal duties and draw- 
backs, and be fubjeét to the fame 
fecurities, regulations and refiric- 
tions,'as they were liable to upon 
being imported into Great Britain.” 
One of thefe ftatutes, paffed in the 
year 1782, after the reftitution of 
their conftitutions il rights, eftablith- 
ed the principle in queition in a 
much greater extent than the pre- 
fent bill. This ftatute, Mr. Hurch- 
infon obferved, had beer prepared 


by fome of the foremioft aflerrors of 


the liberties of Ireland, the late 
chief baron Burgh, the prefent 
chief baron Yelverton, the prefent 
attorney general, and Mr. Grattan. 
A law, formed at fuch an import: int 
aera, by men of fuch high charac- 
ters, was well entitled to their moit 
ferious attention. By this ttatute 
* all fuch claufes and provificns in 

the laws of Great Britain concern- 
‘ing commerce, as conferred equal 
re(iPaints and benéfits, on the fub- 
jects of both kingdoms, were 
accepted .in Ireland ; provided al- 
ways ‘that all fuch laws fhould bind 
the fubjects of Ireland fo long as 
they continued to bind the fubjects 
of Great Britain.” Thus they gave 
to the Brittfh legiflature, the power 
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of repealing laws of Ireland. At 
the fame time they adopted at once 
the acts of Great Britain for near 
three centuries ; while the bill, 
which was now the fubject of fo 
violent invective, was calculated to 
make every law, propefed for their 
adoption, a fubject of diftinct con- 
fideration in their own parliament, 
either during its progrefs, or foon 
after it had been paffed in Great 
Britain. 

The enumerated articles of Ame- 
rican produce were obferved by 
Mr. Hutchinfon, to be fuch only as 
were of a fimilar nature with Bri- 
tifh colonial produce, and which 
therefore, unlefs fubjected to the 
propofed duties, might under the 
prefent fyftem be imported into 
Great Britain as the produce of her 
colonies, with little probability of 
detection, and thus fubvert her 
whole colony fyftem. That nothing 
was farther from the intention of 
the Britifh parliament, than to in- 
trench upon the independence of 
the Irifh legiflature, was evident 
from this; that motions made on 
this oceafion in both houfes of that 
parliament, to regulate their trade 
with the ftates of America in fome 
articles mot connected with the co- 
lony fyflem, were rejected on this 
avowed principle, that Great Britain 
had no power to regulate any part 
of their foreign commerce. The 
third contlituitional objection, rela- 
tive to the furplus of the hereditary 
revenue, Mr. Hutchinfon faid was 
founded in mifapprehenfion. It was 
no part of the bill that this grant 
fhould be fupported with a perpe- 
tual revenue bill. It would have 
been fupported with good faith; 
but, like the reft of their revenuc, 
by annual bills, in aid’of the arts 
of cuffoms and excife, which were 
now perpetual. The objection re- 
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was not in reality a conftitutional 

ueftion. In the provifions on this 
fubject they bartered commerce for 
commerce, and not commerce for 
conftitution, 

Mr. Hutchinfon could not dif- 
cover in any of thefe inflances the 
fmallett particle of legiflative power, 
gained by Great Britain, or lott by 
Ireland. The former had always 
made laws to regulate the trade 
with her colonies and fettlements in 
Africa and America, and they had 
been followed by the latter; by 
this agreement the fame mode of 
proceeding was tocontinue. When 
a bill fhould be brought inte either 
houfe of the Irifh parliament rela- 
tive to this fubject, would they not 
have the fame pene over that as 
every other bill ? Could they not 
amend any part or reject the whole? 
Could they not fay, the reftraints 
and benefits are not equal, orthough 
they are equal, they are not wile, 
and they fhall not be the law of 
Ireland ? But then they rifked the 
agreement. So would the Britifh 
legiflature if fhe made any law re- 
fpecting her colonies which Ireland 
fhould think unjuft. But the de- 
termination of the agreement would 
not neceffarily follow their varying 
or rejecting any bill; for the difla- 
tisfaction of the Britifh legiflature 
mutt be firft declared. If the con- 
duct of Ireland fprung from a fufhi- 
cient reafon, it was not improbable, 
that no fuch diffatisfaction would 
be declared ; but that wife and mo- 
derate men might fuggeft fome ex- 
pedient, or recommend fome middle 
courfe, that would be agrecable to 
both countries. 

For thefe reafons Mr. Hutch- 
infon had thought, and continued to 
think, that there was no good reafon 
on conflitutional grounds to vote 
avainit the introduction of the bill. 
Confidering the fubject as merely 
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commercial, he thought that there 
were {trong reafpns to inducé him 
to vote for hberty to bring it in. 
In the proceedings upon fo impor- 
tant a fubjec, difficulties and differ 
ences of opinions muft neceffarily 
have arifen among men of the beft 
intentions. The propofitions of 
that houfe had been altered by the 
Britifh houfe of commons, and 
their refolutions had again been 
amended by the lords of Great 
Britain. In the progrefs on the 
Irifh bill the fulleft difeuffion had 
been intended. Every objection 
would have been heard, every well 
foured objection muft doubrlefs 
have been allowed, and every pro- 
pei alteration made. Nothing final 
during that feffion had been ever in 
contemplation. 

The bill offered to Ireland many 
commercial advantages of the mott 
important nature. It fecured for 
ever the linen trade of that king- 
dom, The agreement effectually 
to favour their manufaétures would 
have been of great value. The 
encouragement which it gave to 
their fail cloth manufacture would 
have occafioned an annual profit 
to a very great amount. The per- 
petual fupply of rock falt would 
have been ufeful to their victualling 
trade and the fifheries ; of bark 
to their manufacture of leather, and 
of coals to all their manufactures. 
Mr. Hutchinfon alfo thought the 
circuitous colony trade would have 
been highly beneficial to that king- 
dom. 

The opening of the Britifh mar- 
ket to: their manufactures would 
ha® been in one refpect of the 
utmoft importance ; to wit, by the 
re-exportation of Irifl manufactures 
from Great Britain, with a draw~ 
back of all duties. It became them 
therefore to reflect upon the ade 
vantages of having their manufac- 
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tures exported to all parts of the 
world by the capitals and credit of 
Great Britain. Mr. Hutchinfon 
however did not think, that the Bri- 
tifh markets would have produced 
confeyuences fo extenfive in favour 
of Ireland, as the jealoufy of fome 
of her manufacturers had predict- 
ed. Ultimately fomething ot this 
kind might have happened; and 
in that cafe it opened to them the 
beft, the neareft and the moft cer- 
tain market in the world, and 
promoted the mott beneficial of all 
trades, becaufe the whole profits 
would belong to the fubjects of 
the fame empire, and becawfe a 
capital employed in a home trade, 
which this might juitly be confider- 
ed, might be fent out and brought 
back many times, before the capital 
employed: in a foreign trade could 
make one return. 

In all thefe particulars the ad- 
vantages were on the fide of Ire- 
land; and the queftions that re- 
mained for the confideration of her 
parliament would have been, whe- 
ther they thought it reafonable and 
juft to agree to the parts of the 
bill, that prevented their prohibit- 
ing the export of their yarn to 
Great Britain, and that related to 
the faft India trade. The tirft of 
thef would in reality have been an 
engagement not to relinquifl a 
beneticial and profitable part of their 
commerce ; it would have been an 
agreement not to do that, which 
they would never do, though nofuch 
agreement exifled. By this export 
Ireland gained above 340,000]. per 
annum; and it was a mapufacture, 
though an imperfect one, vghich 
employed great numbers of her 
people, for whom it would be dif- 
ficult to find any other employ- 
ment, It was indeed objected, that 
Great Pritain prohibited the expor- 
tation of her yarn, and that there 
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was no equality in their agreeing 
not to prekibit. To this Mr. 
Hutchin(on anfwered, that the po- 
licy of that nation in this refpect 
had been condemned by perfons of 
great commercial information; and 
that the prohibitions had been laid 
on to gratify the manufacturers of 
that country, who had been fome- 
times much miftaken in their opi- 
nions on this fubject. In 1698 they 
had petitioned, that the importation 
of all worfted and woollen yarn 
from Ireland fhould be prohibited, 
and reprefented that the poor of 
England were perifhing by this im- 
portation. As to equality, it was 
to be eftimated by the fum of ad- 
vantages on cach fide, and not by 
a comparifon of each article fe- 
parately. 

The decifion of the matter of 
the Eaft India trade would have 
depended on the evidence of their 
merchants, as to the parts of the 
Eaft which were open to them, for 
no European fettlement there would 
admit them; and upon the quet- 
tion, whether any probable future 
advantages were of tufficient weight 
to prevent a commercial fettlement 
between the two kingdoms. ‘The 
prefent offer of Great Britain upon 
this fubject amounted to the export 
of their manufactures to the Eaft, 
with all the duties drawn back, 
thiough the medium of her com- 
pany ; the benefit of whatever re- 
venue fhould arife on India gocds 
fent to Ireland ; and an equal trade 
with Great Br:tain in her pofleffions 
in India, in the event of a diffo- 
lution of the company, in which 
company during its continuance 
they had an equal right with Bri- 
tons of becoming adventurers, and 
from which they could purchafe 
the produce of the Eat at a public 
auction, on the fame terms as their 
fellow-lubjects of Great mes 
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and cheaper than at any other mar- 
ket. The propofitions indeed put 
certain reftraints upon them in this 
refpect, and they alfo impofed re- 
itraints on the Britifh legiflature. 
But without fuch lim:tations no 
commercial agreement could ever 
be fram: d between two independ- 
ent legiflatures. Agreemenis to 
direét the channels in which trade 
fhould flow, or to commute the 
barren fpeculation of a_ poffible 
diftant trade, which was now open 
to them, but which they were not 
now able to enjoy, and which per- 
haps might never be worth their 
having ; for a beneficial trade, 
which was not open to them, and 
which they might acquire by the 
fufpenfion of an ufelefs right re- 
fumable at pleafure, would not be 
a relinquifhment, but an enlarge- 
ment of commercial freedom, and 
a juit and conftitutional exertion of 
legiflative power for falutary pur- 
oles. 

Mr. Hutchinfon inferred from 
the view he had taken of the fub- 
ject, that, if Ireland fhould at latt 
be found to hefitate, whether to ac- 
cept or not the colonial and domef- 
tic markets of Britain, on terms 
equally beneficial with herfelf, he 
would venture to tll them, that no 
nation in Europe, which had no 
colonies of her own, would follow 
their example. When he reflected 
how long Scotland had endeavour- 
ed to obtain from England the pro- 
tection of her navigation laws, and 
the benefits of her colony trade ; 
that what was now offered to be 
permanently granted to Ireland, 
without any infringement of her 
rights of legiflation, could not be 
purchafed by Scotland without the 
furrender of her legiflative fove- 
reignty : when he reflected with 
what eftufions of public gratitude 
they had themfelves received that 
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very boon, which fome of them 
feemed now to difdain and fpurn ; 
and how carefully and affectionately 
it had been cherifhed by their le- 
giflature in the acts of every fuc- 
ceeding feffion ; he viewed with 
amazement the wonderful revolu-; 
tions of human fentiments, and 
confidered the conftitutional jea- 
loufy arifine from ‘he propofed fyf- 
tem of colonial legiflation, as one 
of thofe popular delufions, which 
had too often entlamed the pations, 
and mifled the reafons of men. 

Mr. Hutchinfon called upon them 
to confider the prefent ftate of the 
Britifh empire. Let them furvey 
their own country with an honeit 
pride, as a moft important part of 
that empire. Conjfcious of: their 
weight in the general fcale, let them 
not be too prone to fufpedct, that 
any Englifh minillry would be mad 
enough to invade their liberties: or 
to impair either their commercial 
or conftitutional rights. What was 
now the neceflary obje@ of Britith 
counfels ? To ftrengthen and con- 
nect the remaining parts of the 
empire. What were the principal 
means of effecting this? Multi- 
plying the refources, increafing the 
wealth, promoting the population 
and induftry, and eftablithing the 
tranquility and contentment of 
Ireland. No two countries on the 
globe were more neceffary to the 
happinefs of exch other than thefe 
iflands. The man, who <attempred 
to ferve the one at the expence of 
the other, would injure both. Such. 
was obvioufly the with and the in- 
tereft of the enemies of the Bri- 
tifh empire. It became them, to 
counteract their enemies, to co- 
operate with their friends, and ro 
€onfolidate by a fair and equal 
fettlement the ftrength of the two 
kingdoms. 

Mr. Hutchinfon certainly wihed 
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to confider.himfelf as accountable 
to his conftituents for, his parlia- 
mentary conduct. But on. great 
national queftions it was his duty 
to think, as. well as to act for them. 
He was never more thoroughly 
convinced, that he had at no time 
given a vote of more beneficial 
tendency to.the city of Cork, and 
he had no doubt, that his conftitu- 
ents would hereafter view his con- 
duct in that light. He affedionately 
regarded his, fellaw citizens, and 
there was nothing that he valued 
more than their etleem, except the 
Jafting interefts and happineis of 
them and their poiterity. He de- 
tired only, that they might judge of 
the bill tor themfelves, and appre- 
ciate it by its own merit ; and not 
view it through the medium of mif- 
reprefentation, which fo many men 
in both kingdoms had, or imagined 
they had an intereft in placing be- 
tween the public and the real fub- 
ject for their. confideration. The 
great principle of the bill, equal 
freedom in.each kingdom to the 
merchants and manufacturers.of the 
other, had been long his decided 
opinion, _He called upon shem ta 
apply .all. the exertions of their 
knowledge and experience to this 
fubject.; its importance deferved 
them all.. Let them fhow their ve- 
teran and he would add their faith- 
ful reprefentative, that any part of 
the meafure injured their rights, as 
merchants, manufacturers or free- 
men, and then let them fee whether 
any man would ufe more vigorous 
exertions for their fervice, But let 
them confider it with that temper 
and good fenfe with which their 
conduct had ufually been marked, 
and not fuffer it, betore ic had been 
read or underilood, to be encoun- 
tered with violence and outrage, 
On the fifth of September the 
two houfes of parliament met pur- 


H AND 


fuant to their adjournment. On 
this occafion an addrefs was moved 
to the lord licutenant in the houfe 
of lords by lord vifcount Clifden, 
joint poftmatter general. By the 
addrefs they demanded permiifion 
to approach his grace with the 
moft fincere expreflions of affection 
for his perfon and approbation of 
his adminiftration. They thanked 
him for the zeal which he had 
difplayed in fo illuftrious a manner, 
for augmenting the profperity of 
Ireland by cementing her union 
with Great Britain.. Nothing could 
contribute fo much to the perma- 
nance of the benefits they ar pre- 
fent enjoyed: nothing could more 
advantagcoufly fecure the harmony, 
the ftrength and the ftability of the 
empire; and they fhould efleem 
themfelves moft happy, to have it 
in their power to prolecute a plan, 
which might tend to this defirable 
end, under the. aufpices of his 
grace, and with the concurrence of 
the nation, and to augment the 
luitre of his adminiftration by its 
happy completion, The opportu. 
nity was embraced by lord Mount- 
morres to deliver his fentiments at 
large upon the commercial fyftem. 
He had been one of thofe, who had 
defired that an equalization of du- 
ties fhould take place between the 
two countries. It had been the 
idea of the wifeft and moft enligh- 
tened politicians: who had treated 
of the fubject of commerce. An 
attempt had been made to introduce 
an arrangement of this fort between 
Great Britain and France, at the 
era of the treaty of Utrecht; but 
the commercial treaty, after haying 
been figned by the commiffioners, 
was retufed to be ratified by the 
Britith houfe of commons. A fimi- 
lar adjuftment was now on the 
tapis between the courts of Lon- 
don and Verfailles; but the fteps 
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for its completion had been hither- 
to fruitlefs, If then a principle of 
this fort could be applied to nations, 
independent, of, and unconnected 
with each other, how much more 
ftrongly-did it conclude refpecting 
the policy of two kingdoms, {fo 
ftrongly connected with each other, 
as. Great Britain and Ireland? This 
had been the fage and judicious 
policy of the court of France ; and, 
ever fince the adminittration of 
Colbert, it had been her object to 
arrange the duties of her different 
provinces upon a footing of the 
moft perte& equality. 

But however wife were the ge- 
neral idea of fuch an arrangement, 
it had been defeated by the narrow 
and injudicious provifionas which 
had been inferted in it. It was 
impofhble to juftify adminiftration 
relatively to the fourth propofition. 
The reftri¢tion of the Eatt India 
trade had nothing to do with the 
arrangement of a fyflem of mutual 
reciprocity. Why had they .not 
adhered to the eleven original pro- 
pofitions ? Why had government 
taken back with one hand what fhe 
had given with the other ?. Lord 
Mountmorres truited, that the bill 
which had been prefented to the 
heufe of commons had received an 
yltimate defeat. Something how- 
ever of the kind was neceflary ; 
and fo long as the actual inequality 
of duties fubfitted, fo long as the 
commerce of Ireland was bound 
down with chains and fetters,. pro- 
tecting duties were the only re- 
fource that could preferve her from 
ruin. 

Lord Mountmorres was anfwered 
confiderably in detail by the lord 
chanccllor; and, the addrefs being 
carried, a proteft was entered againtt 
it, and figned by the duke of Lein- 
fter, the earl of Charlemont, lords 
vifcount Mountgarret and Mount- 
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morres; and fupported by the 
proxies of lords vifcount Powerf- 
court and Defart, and lord Bel- 
more. 

The houfe of commons having 
met on the fame day, a letter was 
delivered to.them trom their fpea- 
ker Mr, Edmund Sexten Pery, de- 
claratory of his refignation of that 
office. As his intention had been 
for fome time public, the victorious 
oppofition had entertained the idea 
of introducing into the chair: a 
perfon of their own nomination ; 
and they fixed for this purpofe 
upon Mr. George Ponfonby. ‘The 
delign however was foon after dif- 
carded as impracticable, and Mr. 
John Fotter, chancellor of the ex- 
chequer, was elected without oppo- 
fition. This bufinefs being dif- 
patched, an. addrefs to the lord 
lieutenant was moved by lord vif- 
count Headfort, fon to the earl of 
Bective. The addrefs of thé houfe 
of commons was more madeérate 
than that of the lords, and fimply 
fuggelted the intention of leaving 
the people of that country at li- 
berty, to refume or not the fubjedét 
of a commercial adjuftment with 
Great Britain. Its language was 
therefore approved of by Mr. Con- 
nolly and Mr. Forbes: but it was 
oppofed with warmth by Mr. Grat- 
tan and lord Edward Fitzgerald. 
It was carried wpon a divifion, ayes 
130, nOes 13. 

On the fame day an addrefs to 
the lord lieutenant was moved by 
Mr. Griffiths, requetting him to 
direct a profecution to be commen- 
ced againit certain fheriffs officers, 
for different crimes which had been 
reported to that houfe by the com- 
mittee, appointed to examine into 
the ftate of the prifons of the king- 
dom. This committee had ori- 
ginally been intlituted at the mo- 
tion of Mr. Griffiths, and he de- 
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clared upon this occafion his for- 
row, that the teflion was about to 
conclude without any efhcacious 
meafures being taken for the re- 
form of the enormous evils which 
had been difcovered. His motion 
was fupported by Mr. Hutchinfon, 
and lord viicount Luttrel, fon to 
the earl of Carhampton; and was 
¢arried without oppofition. 

On the feventh of September the 
lord lieutenant put an end to the 
feffion by a {peech from the throne. 
Though the very advanced feafon 
of the year rendered it expedient 
to prorogue the parliament, he 
however flattered himfelf, that the 
great object of adjufting a commer- 
cial intercourfe with Great Bri- 
tain, had not in vain engaged their 
attention and prctraéted their deli- 
berations. He thanked the houfe 
of commans for their generous 
contribution of fupplies, and ob- 
ferved, that by this meafure they 
had not lefs confulted the dignity 
of the crown than the rea! mterefts 
of the people. He felt the truett 
fatisfaction in abferving the various 
beneficial laws which had pafied 
during the feffion, and the whole- 
fome effects of their wifdom in the 
returning tranquility and induitry, 
and in the rifing profperity of the 
kingdom. The nobleit object to 
which he could direct his atten- 
tion, and which would ever con. 
flitute the happinefs and pride of 
his life, was the eflablithment of the 
profperity of Ireland by extending 
her commerce, and cementing her 
connection with Great Britain. He 
truiled they would continually 
cherifh this fentiment in the na- 
tional mind, that the ftability and 


firength of the empire could alone 
be ultimately infured by uniting 
the inteieft and: objects of both 
kingdoms, in a general and equi- 
table fytiem of reciprocal and com- 
mon advantage. 

As government had now tke 
double object of bringing to a final 
termination the difcentents, which 
had for fome years exifted in Ire- 
land. and were not yet extinct, and 
of difcovering how far the nation 
could be reconciled to the propofed 
fyftem of commercial intercourfe ; 
a meaiure, now adopted for its at- 
tainment was a progrefs of about 
fix weeks, made by the duke of 
Rutland and his duchefs through 
the fuuthern divilion of the king- 
dom. Theyproceeded firft to Lime- 
ric, and afterwards fpent fome days 
at Killarney in the county of 
Kerry, the feat of lord vifcount 
Keninare. Theirreturn wasthrough 
the city of Cork, and the other 
towns in the fouth-ej.{t, between 
Cork and Dublin. Their journey 
commenced early in Oétober, and 
was not concluded tillthe twentieth 
of November. This meafure was 
not entirely a new experiment, and 
was fortunately fuited to the ge- 
nius and temper of the Irifh nation. 
They were every where received 
with marks of joy, attachment and 
congratulation. Inthe mean time 
the effects of their prefence were 
neither confpicuous, nor perma- 
nent, whether we confider them in 
connection with the commercial 
fy item which did not become more 
popular, or combine-them with the 
unhappy difturbances and tumults 
which broke out about this time. 
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InfurreAions in the South of Ireland. Different Caufes to xabich they were 
afcribed. Violences commit.ed againft the Clergy of both Religions. 


Variety of political fituations 
“| and topics fucceed each other 
with great rapidity in this period 
of the hiftory of Ireland. The 
difquifitions of parliamentary re- 
form were with fome violence de- 
truded from the minds of men by 
the introduction of the commercial 
fyftem. The commercial fytiem 
had fearcely received its quictus 
from the {rifh parliament, before 
thofe fcenes of tumult, outrage and 
violence commenced in the fouthern 
extremity, which quickly fpread 
themfelves over a great portion of 
the ifland. Thefe contiderations 
however do not rife upon one an- 
other in fublimity, grandeur and 
attraction. Difcullions of commerce 
are lefs interefting than difcuflions 
of liberty; and the fcenes of bar- 
barifm and anarchy, which we are 
now to introduce, are rather pain- 
ful and difgutling, than attractive. 
But the hiftorian cannot mould the 
concourfe of events to the factitious 
precepts of rhetoric and compoli- 
tion ; he is obliged to follow them, 
as they are traced out to his hands 
by the caprices of men, or the un- 
alterable laws of deftiny. 

The modern annals of Ireland 
have frequently been marked with 
tumultuary proceedings, that blot 
the page of hiftory, and that are a 
difsrace to human nature. They 
unqueitionably compofe a poignant 
fatire upon the ad:miniltration and 
maxims of their government; whe- 
ther or not they are injurious to 
the character of the nation, is a 
point, that admits of greater doubt 
I 


and uncertainty. The condition of 
the people among whom they have 
broken out is pitiable and forlorn ; 
and, if they originated merely in 
the fharp goadings of hunger, and 
the wild tranfports of defp.ir, the 
intrinfic character of the country 
is then completely vindicated. 

The difadvantages, that are ex- 
perienced by the inhabitants of the 
fouth of Ireland, are numerous. In 
the fir(t place a very great majority 
of them are catholics; and this is 
a fruitful fource of hardihip and 
oppreffion. The fouth has at leaf 
been ftatienary in point of improve- 
ment, while many other parts of 
the kingdom have advanced with 
rapidity. The proprietors have 
feen the increafing wealth of their 
countrymen with jealoufy and envy, 
and have been prompted to follow 
them in the advance of their rents, 
and the increafe of their income. 
Of confequence while the wages of 
the labouring hind have been low, 
frequently at the rate of four pence 
wd diem, the demands of his land- 

ord have been prefling and enor- 
mous. Finding it no ecafy matter 
to realife his rents, the landlord 
has gone on to throw the peafantry 
into the hands of a middle man, or 
farmer general; and the rapacit 
of this man has been to be fatisfied, 
in addition to the receipts of the 
proprietor. This is probably the 
principal and predominant griev- 
ance of the inhabitants of Mun- 
fier. But in addition to this they 
have trequently telt themfelves 
harrafied by the twofold demands 
ot 
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of the clergyman of the eftablifhed 
church for his dues, and of the 
catholic prieft for thofe contribu- 
tions which form his fubfiftence. 
A religious fect, fupported by con- 
tribution, commonly depends for 
its funds upon the more opulent or 
middle claffes of the community ; 
but the Romifli religion in Ireland 
ftill retains this feature of an efta- 
blifhment, to have a kind of regu- 
lar demand upon the poor, the’ in- 
digent and induftrious. 

The infurgents in Ireland, under 
the names of White Boys, Oak Boys 
and other barbarous appellations, 
have at different times pointed their 
irregular efforts at different objects. 
It has fometimes been the tithe of 
the church, and fometimes the rent 
of the proprietor, that they have 
regarded as the fource of their po- 
verty and their diftrefs. The firk 
of thefe was the fingle object of 
which they complained in the in- 
furrection, whofe caufes we are ¢n- 


deavouring to trace, and whofe 


events we are about to relate. 
Though the clergyman, fo far from 
receiving more than he is entitled 
to by law, almoft always receives 
a twentieth or a fortieth part un- 
der the denomination of a tenth, 
yet his claim, being more variable 
and fludtuating than that of the 
landlord, oftener affumes the ap- 
pearance of intolerable calamity. 
In addition to this circumflance, by 
a kind of abfurdity that has feldom 
had an example, the meadow lands 
of Ireland are totally exempt from 
tithe, while the operation of this 
impoft feems directed to the dif- 
couragement of agriculture. The 
grazitr is rich, the hufbandman is 
poor: the grazier is the proteftant, 
the hufbandman is the catholic. 
‘Thus almoft the only man, who 
contributes co the fupport of the 
ecclefiattical eftablifhment, 1s the 
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man, who does not, even in appea- 
rance, derive any benefit from it, 
The clergyman, a man liberal in 
his education and urbane in his 
manners, might be expected to treat 
the diftreffes of the peafantry with 
mildnefs and forbearance ; but un- 
fortunately the clergyman like the 
proprietor, and for ftill ftronger 
reafons, fince his claim is more liable 
to be contefted, employs a middle 
man, a proctor, or tithe farmer, 
to enforce his demands. The proc- 
tor, far from being moved by the 
inability of the cultivator, treads 
upon the heels of providence, and 
facrifices what the judgments of 
heaven may have left imperfect, to 
the brutality of his. temper, or the 
infatiablenefs of his avariec. 

It is for the reader to confider, 
whether or not the caufes we have 
enumerated be fufficient to account 
for the diforders that followed, 
Many of thofe perfons, who have 
lived nearett to the feat of the in- 
furrection, actuated by infidious and 
finifter confiderations, or prompted 
merely by curiofity and an af- 
fumption of {uperior penetration, 
or lafily, furnifhed with facts which 
were mott likely to be within their 
reach, have been difpofed to trace 
the fource of thefe violences toa 
remoter caufe, Certain writers on 
the part of the eftablifhment have 
reprefented the whole, as a deep and 
dangerous combination for the over- 
throw of the eftablifhed church, 
and the erection of popery upon its 
ruins. In the mean time this idea 
does not feem to be favoured b 
the nature of the incidents, which 
we fhall have to relate. Others, 
and thefe have been ftill more 
numerous, have maintained that 
the peafants left to themfelves 
would have remained quiet and fu- 
pine; and that the landlords, urged 
by their envy to their more profpe- 
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rous neighbours, prampted them to 
thefe unjuttifiable exertions, in order 
that by the abolition of tithes they 
might add that. amount to their 
rents, which was at prefent paid un- 
der this form tothe church. Par- 
ticular facts have been cited in 
proof of this affertion; and to 
thefe have been added the general 
obfervation, that the infurgents did 
not aim to render potatoes tithe 
free, but from the beginning infif- 
ed on annihilating the tithe of hay. 
This hypothefis has been rendered 
flill more definite, by the ftatement 
of Dr. James Butler, titular arch- 
bifhop of Cafhel, in a publication 
upon this fubject.. He obferves 
_ that the intereft of the earl of 
Shannon, which had ufually been 
predominant in the county of Cork, 
and which had always been efpouf- 
ed by the clergy of the eftablifhed 
church, was defeated there at the 
laft general election. And he afferts, 
that the fuccefsful party were inifti- 
gated by refentment and oppofition, 
to excite the difcontents, and point 
the direction of a numerous body 
of men again{t thofe who had be- 
come obnoxious to them. 

The fymptoms of difcontent firft 
broke out in the county of Cork, 
and in the diocefe of the bifhopric 
of Cloyne towards the end of the 
month of September 1785. To this 
diocefe they were for ene time 
wholly confined ; and they did not 
make any confiderable figure, or 
draw a very particular attention till 
the months of January and Febru- 
ary in the following year. By de- 
grees they fpread from the diocefe 
of Cloyne to the diocefe of Cork, 
and the county of Kerry ; and in 
the lapfe of a few weeks they em- 
braced the whole province of Mun- 
fler, the counties of Clare in the 
province of Connaught, and of Kil- 
kenny in the province of Leintter, 
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and made occalionally excurfions be- 
yond the‘e limits. A perfon ver# 
early diftinguifhed himfelf among 
them, and was regarded as the hero 
of this band of conquerors, whofe 
real or aflumed appellation was that 
of captain Right; and from him 
they foon became known by the 
denomination of Right Boys. They 
were {uid to affemble generally on 
Tueiday and Friday nights, by the 
fignal of a horn, founded on one 
of the adjacent hills, and feldom to 
mufter fewer than eighty men. 
Arms they obtained by violence 
from fuch of the inhabitants as 
poffeffed them, and they proceeded 
on their exeurfions with the affift- 
ance of the neighbouring horfes, 
which the owners were afraid to 
place out of their reach. 

It is dificult to compofe a nar- 
rative of violences, that were car- 
ried on upon no plan, and that 
were fo numerous, that even the 
daily prints grew tired of the labour 
of recording them. The perfons 
concerned in them appeared in no 
regular bodies, affembled only by 
night, and were difperfed and va- 
nifhed by the break of day. With- 
out carrying on a more regular 
war, they conceived the plan of 
fuperfeding the rigour of law, and 
they were generally fuccefsful. 
When any of their fellows were 
feized by the vigilance of magiftra- 
cy, they maintained them in pri- 
fon, exerted themfelves indefati- 
gably for their refcue, and, if they 
did not fucceed in this, intimidated 
every one from appearing as a wit- 
nefs againft them. Even when 
conviction had taken place, and 
fentence had been pronounced, the 
chance for impunity was not yet 
over, and in one inftance the high | 
fheritf of a county, unable to find 
any perfon to perform the office, is 
faid to have been obliged to exe- 
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ate the fentence of whipping upon 
a convict with his own hands. 

Amid& the innumerable affaults 
and barbarities that were com- 
mitted, it will be neceffary to felect 
fome, in order to convey a general 
idea of their nature, their fyftem 
and their objects. In the mean 
time a collection has been already 
made by perfons particularly in- 
terefled in the event of the com- 
motions; and perhaps we cannot 
do better than to tranfcribe what 
they have written upon the fubjc¢t. 
We fhall thus probably obtain the 
additional advantage, of efcaping 
thofe impolitions which are inevi- 
tably practiied in the daily prints, 
and of relaiing only fuch facts as 
are certain and well authenticated. 
Meanwhile as we find them unac- 
companied with dates and other 
fuch circumflantial matters, we can- 
not pledge ourfelves for their chro- 
nological accuracy. The follow- 
ing are fome of the inflances cited, 
of perfonal attacks upon c'ergy- 
men, by doctor Richard Woodward, 
lord bifhop of Cloyne. 

«“ One, a dignitary in my ca- 
thedral, was forced to come out of 
his houfe at midnicht, by a band 
of one hundred and fifty ruffians, 
to fwear that he would give up his 
legal rights; a gun being pointed 
clofe to his head while the oath Was 
tendered, and a horfe produced 
with a faddle full of fpikes, on 
which he was to be mounted if he 
refufed to fwear.' A fecond was 
menaced with dreadful imprecations, 
that he fhould meet with a moft 
horrible seceprion, if he did not obey 
their laws more pun¢tually , though 
he by a public notice had declared 
his fubmiffion. A third, that he 
fhould be treated inhumanly and 
barbaroufly A fourth, that his 
ears flould be cropped, and his 
tongue cut out of his mouth. A 


fifth they informed, that they had 
prejared a pitched fhirt for him, 
in which they would fet him on 
fire. <A fixth had his hovfe in the 
town of Mallow broken open at 
midnight, and his bedchamber en- 
tered by a number of armed men, 
who forced him to give up his 
horfes for their ufe. A feventh had 
five of his hor‘es cropped, from 
fpite that his houfe was fecure. 
And an eighth had his houfe fur- 
rounded in the dead of night by an 
hundred men for feveral hours, 
who egdeavoured to force his gates, 
the terror of which nearly occa- 
fioned the» death of his daughter, 
who, as the affailants who were his 
near neighbours muft have known, 
was brought to’ bed the night be- 
fore. On the w hole all the ‘clergy 
in the extenfive county of Cork, " 
of which only the bifhop profefies 
to fpeak, “whofe places of refi- 
dence were in the country were 
under continual alarm, and obliged 
to arm themfetves in the beft man- 
ner they..could. Had they not 
given way to the violence of the 
infurgents, they would as it ap- 
pears, have been perfon: lly ill 
ticated ;_ perhaps buried in thofe 
graves which, i in many places were 
dug Profetiedly for their recep- 
tion.’ 

To fuggeft more ftrongly the 
idea of combination and t ftem, 
the Lifhop goes on to ftate that “a 
form of fummons to the lergyman, 
penned with legal accuracy, was 
printed at Cork, at the expence of a 
gentleman of rank and fortune, 
and many thoufand copies of it cir- 
culated with diligence, through the 
adjacent counties of Limeric, 
Kerry and ‘fipperary. They tock 
arms out of the hands of protett- 
ants. and levied money for the ex- 
prefs puryofe of purchafing am- 
munition. ‘They impofed oaths on 

the 


, ee ee ee ee ee ee le ee | 


_—_ we se €* 


“me 6p Oe © ae 





FOREIGN 


the laity, limiting them to a cer- 
tain amount of compofition for 
tithes. They nailed up one church, 
and bound themfelves by oath to 
burn another, They broke open 
jails, fet fire to hay and corn, and 
even to houfes, efpecially thofe 
occupied by the army. They threat- 
ened to burn the town of Newmar- 
ket, in the diocefe of Cloyne, un- 
lefs a White Boy confined there was 
releafed. At lait they had the 
audacity to menace the cities of 
Limeric and Cork, and the town 
Ennis, the capital of Clare, with 
f.mine, and to take meafures for 
interrupting a fupply of provifions. 
But the circumftance which appears 
to me mott alarming, is their hav- 
ing eftablifned a kind of poft-office 
for communication, by which pro- 
bably they are able to convene 
fuch public meetings as their own 
notices prove they actually hold.” 
The narrative 
Cloyne, however authentic it may 
be as far as it goes, we are obliged 
to regard as inadequate and partial. 
The facts we have already given are 
calculated to perfuade us, and fuch 
indeed is the opinion of the bithop, 
that the whole infurrection is to be 
regarded as puinted ayainft the 
prote:tant religion. ‘There are other 
facts, not already noticed, which 
certainly do not tend to corroborate 
an hypothelis of this fort. From 
the earliett appearance of thefe tu- 
mults lord vifcount Kenmare, a 
catholic nobleman, and who ftands 
at the heid of the laity of that 
religion, was extremely active in 
fupprefling them, and received the 
thanks of the clergy of the efta- 
blifhed church, for his exertions. 
Th¥ catholic clergy, and particu- 
lariy lord Dunboyne, the titular 
bifhop of Cork, entered into affo- 
cia ions tor the re{toration of order 
and tranquility. The infurgents, 


of the bithop ot 
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irritated at this fpecies of difcoun- 
tenance, and finarting, as we have 
already faid, under the exactions of 
their own as well as the protettant 
clergy, comprehended both in ove 
general proicription. They de- 
ferted in crowds from the chapels 
of their pattors, and repaired tu- 
multuoutly to the proteftant church- 
es, under the idea, as it fhould 
feem, of thus extenuating their le- 
gal delinquency. ‘l’o fet this mat- 
ter in its true light we will add 
to the inftances felected by the 
bifhop of Cloyne, a few of the 
violences committed upon the ca- 
tholic clergy, which are related by 
the titular archbifhop of Cathel. 
This prelate is of the family of 
lord, Dunboyne, and is 
upon account of his 


revarded 
ftation, as 


primate of the Roman catholics of 
Muniier, and in fome meafure of 
the whole kingdom of Ireland. 

“. Motor “Gleefon, - fays the 
archbifhop, “¢a man whoie yeare 


alone would make him venerable, 
tor he was above feventy, was for- 
cibly dragged from his reft at dead 
of night, his’ houfe ranfacked and 
plundered of every thing worth 
taking aw ay, an if all the wantonne 
of infult practifed upon his per fin. 
Mr. Murphy, parith | prieft ot Glan- 
mire, was dragged from his bed at 
inidnight, and obli iged to {wear to 
abide by cap tain Right’s rules, 
and not to fay any thing agai intt 
them. Two parith prietts im the 
diocefe of Cork, were forced from 
the unparalle!ed ‘everities they fuffer- 
ed, to reign their parithes into the 
hands @f lord Dunboyne their 
diocefan. Doctor Nugent, parifh 
prieft of Leamlara, was attacked 
at night by an armed mob, who 
fired ‘upon him in his houte; and 
he efcaped from their fury only by 
the {virited refiftance of himfel f, 
bis futher and his fervant. Door 
Macmahon, 
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Macmahon, titular bifhep of Kil- 
Faloe, \was violently interrupted, 
when preaching in the chapel of 
Cafileconnel, becaufe he condemn- 
ed the irregularities of thefe infatu- 
ated dilturberss A proteftant church 
has, indced, been nailed up; and 
fifty chapels have been nailed upand 
blockaded. The chapel of’ Ctogh- 
roe, in the diocele of Cloyne, the 
chapel of Boerlane in the diocefe of 
Cafhel, the chapel of Donohil in 


the fame diftrict, the chapels of 
Carrickeene and Monochone i in the 
diocefe of Offory, have been nailed 
up, and their priefts treated with 
the utmoft indignity. And if this 
wotk were intended to excite pity, 
it cuuld be fpun to a folio by the 
mere recital of thofe outrages, which 
have been fo anxioufly defcribed, 
as confined to the perfons of 
proteftant clergy and to the proteit- 
ant churches.” 





CHAPTER 


Diffentions of the United Provinces. Inftitution of the Voluntevrs, 
Democratical Party. Conduct of the Citizens of Utrecht. 
Treaties with the Emperor and France. 


tires from the Hague. 


ONTEMPORARY with the 

difpute of the Schelde, which 
fo greatly engroffed the attention or 
Europe, were the internal mifun- 
deritandings and diffenfions of the 
Dutch republic. Thefe had firft 
difplayed themifelves in their ex- 
ternal fymptoms in the year 1780. 
The ground-work had probably 
been laid much earlier than this. If 
we examine the hiftory of the 
United Provinces for the two laft 
centuries, we fliall find two parties 
continually ftruggling for the fupe- 
riority with a degree of cagernefs 
and perfeverance ” that has feldom 
been exceeded. The firft of thefe 
has been the party of the houfe of 
Orange. The fituation of the flate, 
which demanded an able comman- 
der to lead them to arms againit 
the Spanifh fovereign, had firit 
raifed this houfe to dittinGtion ; the 
gratitude and affection of the com- 
mon people had long been one of 
its moft confiderable fupports ; and 
lafily, it had for a bulwark of its 
authority the favour and attach- 
ment of the order of nobles, fcatter. 


Ill. 
Rife of a 


Stadtholder re- 


ed through the United Provinces, 
and who have always been found 
more willing to depend upon the 
kindnefs of one man, than to court 
the frugal honours of an oligar- 
chy, or the unéertain favours of a 
democracy. The fecond party has 
been that of the ftates; and of the 
fenates or town councils, who, in 
oppofition to the nobles, might per- 
haps be more properly denominat- 
ed an oligarchy, than, as they 
have been ufually ftyled, an arifto- 
cracy. Thefe affemblies, if taken 
ina -comprehenfive view, appear to 
be in their own nature a felf elec- 
tive body, or a body exercifing the 
privilege of filling up their own 
vacancies. This privilege e has in- 
deed been encroached upon by the 
party of the fladtholder, in their 
hour of fuccefs ; but the encroach- 
ment has always been regarded hy 
their opponents as unconilitutional. 
During the greater part of their 
hiftory the office of a ftadtholder, 
has formed a branch of their go- 
vernment, In that period however. 
when they were as a nation imott 
profperous 
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profperous and refpectable, they 
governed themfelves as a pure re- 
public, without the interference of 
fo powerful a magiftrate, Their 
inteftine divifions have been the 
means, as it frequently happens, of 
binging forth, or of difplaying fe- 
veral illuftrious characters. Such 
they appeared in the conteit be- 
tween prince Maurice and the ve- 
nerable Barnevelt; fuch was the 
ftruggle between William II. and 
the Louvettein faction, in which that 
prince was taken off by death in the 
midft of his victory ; and fuch, 
ftill more confpicuoufly, was the 
period of the adminifiration of the 
de Wittes, which was alfo the pe- 
riod of their naval triumphs. From 
the. death of thefe great men the 
repub.ic has declined ; and, inftead 
of venerable patriots and diftin- 
guifhed conquerors, Europe for the 
laft century has been accutftomed 
to regard them, as a nation of mer- 
chants, purfuing the acquifition of 
wealth in contempt of every other 
quality or accomplifhment. 

There is perhaps a crifis in the 
difeafes of nations as of individuals, 
when it is neceffary either that the 
patient fhould yield to the difeafe, 
or, furmounting it, fhould faft con- 
verge to a ftate of health, fpirits 
and energy. Accordingly it is not 
to be doubted, that, after having 
quietly fubmitted to the authority 
of the itadtholder for many years, 
the oligarchy had, previoutly to the 
year 178c, entertained the defign 
of abridging his prerogatives, and 
{tripping him of his difproportion- 
ate authority. We have feen in 
our preceding volumes the mea- 
fures which were purfued by this 
party, both in their fuccefsful pro- 
fecution of the field marfhal prince 
of Brunfwic, and in their flill more 
important attacks upon the admi- 


niftration of the ftadt,: Idex refpect- 
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ing the conduct of the war with 
Great Britain, and the ignominious 

failure of the expedition to Brett. 
It was the misfortune of the oli- 
garehical party, to have no particu- 
lar object in view, towards which 
they were to direct their efforts, 
and the recolleétion of which might 
animate them in their exertions. 
Their plan was on the contrary, to 
wateh with affiduity the occafions 
that might arife, and, initead of 
boldly directing the progrefs of 
events, merely to feize and improve 
fuch, as might arife without their 
particular concurrence. ‘To pre- 
pare the fituation of the republic 
for the execution of this fcheme, 
they fucceeded in exciting a diflike, 
and fixing a contempt upon the 
ninifters, and even in fome meafure 
upon the perfon of the ftadtholder. 
Their next meafure was more con- 
fiderable than this. They were 
apprehenfive,; in cafe matters were 
pufhed to extremities with the princé 
of Orange, whether the greater part 
of the army would finally adhere 
to the prince who commanded, ot 
to the magiftracy who paid them. 
They were defirous of creating to 
themfelves a party among their ci- 
tizens; and this would not natu- 
rally occur, fince the people in ge- 
neral were attached to the houfe of 
Orange, and fince no part of them 
had any real concern for the felfith 
and narrow fcheme of their oligar- 
chical government. Accordingly 
in the year 1783, they countenan- 
ced the burghers of the different 
provinces in taking on them the 
character of volunteers, and form- 
ing themfelves into free corps ; and 
they doubtlefs took care in the be- 
ginning, that the perfons, of whom 
thefe corps were conftituted, were 
fuch, as had confiderable connection 
with, and dependence updn them; 
felves, At the fame ‘time ‘they 
talked 
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talked loudly of the importance of 
the people and the rights of man- 
kind, and inveighed with bitternefs 
againit the infignificunce and op- 
preflion, into which they were funk, 
under a government of domination 
und influence, like that of the fladt- 
holder. 

It happens more frequently in 
politics, than in almoft any other 
affair with which we are concerned, 
that the inflrument we conftruct 
anfwers more purpofes than we at 
firft imagined, and that the fenti- 
ment we excite goes greater 
lengths than we intended, or even 
produces material injury to its au. 
thor. Of this we have an example 
in the prefent inftance. ‘I'he peo- 
ple of Holland do not feem te have 
wanted much importunity to induce 
them to excit themfelves. It was 
not necefiary that the cloquence 
fhould be of the highett order, that 


fhould awaken them to a feeling of 


their rights, Accordingly the fpirit 
of voluntecring once fet on foot 
made a rapid progrefs. It caught 
from man to man through the 
whole extent of the United Pro- 
vinces, and in fome towns the body 
of the armed burghers embraced 
almott every thing that was rich, 
confiderable and refpontible among 
the citizens. The age in which 
they lived was the period of im- 
provement. The fpirit of liberty, 
which had appeared languid and 
expiring, was once more blown up 
iy the world, It had firft fhown 
itfelf upon the fhores of the Atlin- 
tic, at its exertions in the place 
of its birth were important and ad- 
mirable. From America the tlame 
caught to various parts of the 
world, Even in Great Britain the 
eaufe of freedom had a momentary 
reign, though it did not produce 
any permanent confequences. In 
Ireland it was more fortunate. 


H AND 
They had fet out like Holland, 


upon the plan of volunteering. 
‘Lhis plan made them irrefitlible ; 
and, if the circumflances of the 
country had not been particularly 
unfavourable, and if the people had 
been refolute and determined, they 
might have fecured to themfelves 
every advantage, that nature or 
truth had put within the reach of 
their exertions. 

The creed of America, and the 
example of Ireland gave birth to 
the democracy of Holland. The 
armed burghers had fearcely form- 
ed their aflociations, before they 
became confcious of the power that 
was thus put into their hands. The 
firit efforts of real liberty were ex- 
hibited in the city of Utrecht. In 
order to underftand thefe efforts it 
is neceflary, that we fhould recollect 
fomething of the conftitution of the 
government of the United Pro- 
vinces. This country is not to be 
regarded, as we are too apt to con- 
fider it upon a fuperficial view, as 
one great republic, fo preperly as 
a collection of many lefler repub- 
lics. Every contiderable town 
among them has all the features of 
a complete political fyllem within 
itfelf. It has its fenate or legifla- 
ture, its judges, its attorney-ge- 
neral, its pentionary or prime mi- 
nifter, its fecretary and its treafurer. 
Thefe towns indeed have a com- 
mon reprefentation in the ftates of 
the province. Still however they 
a‘t as allies and confederates, rather 
than as members of one fyflem. 
The deputies that reprefent each 
of the towns, are obliged in all 
important concerns to enquire the 
fentiments of the town fenates, and 
implicitly to obey their inflruc- 
tions. It is the fame in the higher 
feene of reprefentation in the 
affembly of the flates general, with 
this additional provifo, that each ot 
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the feven provinces mutt confent 
before any confiderable meafure can 
be carrie nt i into execution. 

The government docs not feem 
to = from this general view, 
provided the reprelentation in each 
of thefe aflemblies were jull and 
adequate, to include any effensial 
impericctions. It is for the {pecu- 
lative politician to contider whether 
a gradation of two deliberative 
affemblies, as in the United States 
of America, or of three as here, 
is the mott perfect form of govern- 
ment. In che mean time it may 
be obferved, that the flownels which 
is ufually imputed to the Dutch 
republic, is not perhaps a very con- 
fiderable defect unlets in tranfac- 
tions with foreign flares; that thele 
tranfactions are not the firil and 
mott contliderable object of political 
conftitution ; and that even here 
the government of Holland under 
a wife and fpirited adminiftration 
has found a remedy in adopting an 
irregular conduct fuitable to the 
emergency of the occafion, But it 
was not with thefe fpeculative con- 
fiderations that the friends of li- 
berty in Holland were chiefly con- 
cerned, They were not bound to 
produce the bett ar ag conttitu- 
tion, but to effect fuch amendments 
in the exifting forms, as fhould be 
at once practicable and fraught with 
valuable benelit. 

Accordingly the firft object of 
their attention was the conttitution 
of the magitlracies and town fe- 
nates, as lying at the root of « very 
other imperfection. Here there were 
two leading defects: that the ftadt- 
holder, the fervant of the republic, 
had too much weight, and that the 
peop'c, the conftituents of the re- 
public, had no weight at all. The 
prerogatives of the ftadtholder, ex- 
clufively of his influence in the 
clection of the fenates, were very 
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confiderable, He pofleffed the ap- 
pointment of inferior officers in the 
navy, of officers in the army, trom 
the colonel to the enlign, and a 
voice in the difpofition of all other 
polls of honour and emolument. 
Accordingly the plan of the citi- 
zens of Utrecht, was e tively to 
exclude him from any influence in 
the nomination of the town govern- 
ments, and at the fame time to 
communicate to the peop-e a cers 
tain degree of authority in ‘the buli- 


nets. This authority they did noe 
propofe immediat ly to beftow 
upon the people at large, but to 


give to them the privilege of clect- 
ing a college ot tribunes, who were 
to have a thare i in the election of the 
fenates and magiflvates, as well as 
feveral other prerog ‘atives of no 
incontideruble importance. 
it docs not appear that the whole 
of this plan was fubmitted at firft 
by the citizens of Utrecht to the 
deliberative aflemblies, and it is 
probable that it was not thus early 
digelled by them, in the extent in 
which we have flatedit. The firft 
meafure they adopted was the pre- 
fenting a petition to the flates of 
the province of Utrecht, to demand 
from them the abolition of the re- 
gulation of regency, eftab:ifhed by 
violence in 1674, by William IIT, 
prince of Orange, and which was 
the foundation of the principal pare 
of the obnoxious authority of the 
fladtholder in the . of the 
town governments. ‘I his petition 
was igned by 2243 burghers of 
U trecht, which appears to have 
been at this time the amount of the 
corps of volunteers in that city, 
The Teleétion of thi: regulation was 
wifely and pol tically made by the 
democratieal party. The power of 
the ftadtholder, by which he was 
accullomed arbitrarily to introduce 
whatever — he pleafed ro 
feat 
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feat in the fenate, ftruck at the root 
‘of the oligarchical power, and had 
long been an object of extreme re- 
ret to the leaders of the. party 
againft the prince of Orange. it 
is probable that the fame cireum- 
feribed habits of thinking, which 
had prevented the leaders of that 
paity from forelecing the confequen- 
ces that might refult from the infli- 
tution of the volunteers, had its 
effect in this influnce upon the 
aflembly of the ttates of Utrecht. 
The reculation of 1674 was the ob- 
ject of their averfion, and they 
were happy in thus procuring the 
countenance of their citizens for its 
abrogation. But a meafure of fo 
great importance was not to be 
adopted by them with lightnefs and 
precipitation. frevioully to the at- 
tempt of repealing a law, the in- 
fluence of which was of the ex- 
tremeft magnitude, it was necefiary 
that it fliould be declared a fource 
of grievance, and that an enquiry 
fhould be inilituted into the mit- 
chiefs that refulted from it. Accord- 
ingly, on the fifth of February 
9784, an extraordimary commiilion 
wus nominated by the aflembiy of 
the flates, to enquire into, and re- 
port to the aflembly, the meafures it 
might be proper to take, in order 
to re-eilablifh harmony among the 
citizens, and to remove the fources 
of their juit complaints againit their 
prefent torm of government. 

At the fame time that the petition 
of the burghers was prefented to 
the aflembly of the fiates, addreffes 
of a fimilar nature were delivered 
to the town fenate of Utrecht, and 
to the prince of Orance. In the 
Vait cafe the addrefs was figned only 
by 725 of the mot confiderable in- 
habitants, probably from the idea 
that fo limited a mode of applica- 
tion implied in a higher degree the 
refpectfulnefs and decency of their 
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proceedings. The anfiver of th 
prince of Orange may be natural) 
fuppofed to have been unfavourable, 
both from the inflexibility of prin. 
ciples that marked every itage of 
his conduct, and from the natu 
of the demand, which did not cop. 
vey to him, as it did to the oliga. 
chical leaders, any features of an 
traction and plauiibility. The 
nate ot Utrecht on the other hand, 
received the application of the 
citizens with much good will, and 
appointed, on the 17th of April, q 
committee, who were to receive the 
reprefentations, which the burghers 
and the inhabitants were indifer- 
minately invited to fubmit to their 
infpection during the {pace of five 
weeks. The committee of the f 
nite digefied in one general view 
the compl.ants of the burghers, and 
fubmitted them in the torm ofa 
report, to the allembly of the ttates, 
A public declaration was made ia 
the following September, under the 
joint authority ot the two com ® 
miitees, that four capital defects § 
had been recognized in the contt- 
tution of the town government, 
it had been fettled in 1674; but 
they did not proceed to any mor 
detailed {pecification of their futur 
intentions. 
‘The harmony that fubtified be 
tween the macittrates and the inha 
bitants of Utrecht, appeared 
promife the mott aufpicious cor 
clufion to the great project of de 
mocratical reforin. The affection 
of the fenate in particular, were fo 
warmly engaged on the fide of the 
burghers, that they came to a vo 
luntary refolution, even in tht 
month of January, to fill up av 
cancy, which happened then to oe} 
cur in their body, without any§ 
previous communication with the 
ftadtholder. ‘This refolution was 
taken by a majority of twenty-la 
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fenators in the aMirmative, to twelve 
who voted in the neyative : and on 
the following day Mr. Paul En 
gelbe rt Voct yan Winfen, was elect- 
ed in purfuance of the determi ina- 
tion that hid been made. The 
burghers in general augured the 
happiett events from fo {pirited a 
proceeding on the pirt of their ma- 
giftrates, and fee: me ‘d to imagine 
th; it ¢t hey fho ld o} rt: ‘in the object 
of their warmett defires with per 
fect eafe a and tt anquility : 

But it was not polfible, that the 
heads of the old government fhould 
conftantly remain infenfible to the, 
great ager uti which “would “be 
effected, if the example of Utrecht 
fhouk It re 5° erally followed. in the. 
conitit ution of the republic, and 
the reduction that would enfue of 
that oligarchical power which was 
the fubjet of their contelt with the 
ftadtholder. ‘The prince of Orange 
Was active to prevent a revolution 
which ftruéK at his moft confider- 

able prerogative, and his emiflaries 
appear to have employed thofe ar- 
guments which related moft imme- 
diately to the intereft of the felf- 
elective bod'es, to induce them to 
oppofe an inn vation, which would 
be equally destructive to their pow- 
er as to his own. The intrigues 
of the court of the Hague appear 
to have obtained every fuccefs with 
the fenate, and provincial ftates of 
Utrecht. They were equally in- 
duced by rctrofpect to the prero- 
gatives of their vody, and by the 
benefits and munificences of the 
fadtholder, refolutely to oppofe an 
alteration, which had hitherto been 
inco fiderately favoured with their 
countenance. They determined to 
employ all their ingenuity and {kill 


fecretly to counteract the defires 
of their citizens. ‘his unfavour- 
Able chia nce in their fentim ents, 


probably took Place in the clofe of 
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the year 1784. and prevented them 

from the publicatioa of the report, 

which: had already been digeited, 

and was ready. to be laid before the 
ubhic. 

The burghers in the mean time, 
though they waited with anxiety 
for the tarther proceedings of their 
nagiftrates, were determined to exe 
hibit an example of pi atience and 

moderation. For fome months er ery 
thing remained in fufpence ; and it 
is not till the baginning of March 
1735, that any thi: ug occurs in the 
hiltory of the city, w hich appears 
intitled to a dul linet, norice. At 
that time two vacancies had taken 
place in the fenate; and that dody 
actuated by fentiments, the reverfe 
of thofe they had entertained at the 


‘time of the lait election of a fimilar 


nature, now admiited two magifs 
trates into their body, the nomina- 
tion of whom had originated with 
the ftadtholder. The burghers had 
indeed held themfelves paffive, fo 
long as nothing pofitive was under- 
taken in oppofition to their views. 
But upon this occafion they did 
not think their magittrates entitled 
to their toleration, and they be- 
lieved, that they fhould incur the 
crime of treachery againf the great 
cAufe of the rights of mankind, i 
they fuffered to n xcorlous an act 
of hottil: ty to their wifhes, to pofs 
away Wi ithout aniimadverfion. It 
was not a little irritating to their 
feelings, thar, at the very moment 
when they conceived themfelves en- 
titled to a conclifion in their fa- 
vour, they fhould find thofe aivan- 
tages withdrawn from them which 
had already been vranted, and the 
commencement of the year 1°8s 
confecrated to the annihilation of 
all that the commencement of 1784 
had effected ‘n their favour. 

~The meafure they adopte} in 
this circumilance was peremptory 
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and decifive. The armed burghers 
having affembled to the number of 
2000, repaired in a body to com- 
municate their difcontents to the 
fenate; and declared their refolu- 
tion not to quit the pofition they 
had taken, till the election of one 
of the new fenators, Mr. Sigter- 
man, Was annulled, To fo fpinted 
a ftyle of petition no alternative 
was found applicable. The fenate 
fubmitted to the neceffity of their. 
fituation. But the violence they 


experienced was fo little relifhed, 
by the membérs' of their body, that. 


nineteen fenators immediately | fe- 
eeded, and declared their refolution 
never more to enter the walls of the 
affembly, till the Jawlefs proceed- 
ings of the democratical party was 
fuppreffed, and the magiftrates were 
reinftated in the whole of their pre- 
frogatives, 

The government of Utrecht was 
by this conduct reduced to an 
alarming fituation. The affairs of 
the public could no longer be put 
under any regular direction while 
the diffentient fenators maintained 
their refolution ; and unlefs fome 
mode of conciliation could be dif- 
covered, there was reafon to appre- 
hend that every thing might be 
duced to a flate of anarchy and con- 
fufion. Accordingly the fenators 
who had not feceded, immediately 
deputed two of their body to ex- 
pottulate with their refractory mem- 
bers, and the f{peaker upon this oc- 
cafton was Mr. van Mufchenbroek, 
one of the burgomaiters of Utrecht, 
and who appears to have maintaine 
ed a fecret correfpondence with the 
court of the fladtholder. The re- 
quit was enforced by a fimilar ap- 
plication on the part of the pro- 
Vincial thutes; and farther, to in- 
duce them to compliance, as well 
as to countenance the meatfures 
Which were in the contemplation of 


+ 


( 






the oligarchical party, a pet'tiog 
was prepared in the name of 10 
eminent citizens to the fates of the 
province, in which they expreffe 
their confidence in the difpofition of 
government to comply with the 
wifhes of the more moderate inha. 


nat 


bitants in favour of a reform, at the - 
fame time that they condemned in _ 
the itrongeft language the tumul. ya 
tuary proceedings of the armed wh 
burghers, and intreated the ftates to ‘al 
take proper meatures to prevent Are 
future violences of a fimilar nature, af 
which would be infallibly dettruc. wee 
tive of the trade and profperity of ste 
the city of Utrecht. me ch. 
The feceding fenators were a oe 
length induced to refume their feats; the 
and in coniequence of their retum a 
a proclamation was immediately 9% ,),, 
iffued by the magiftrates, indirectly FE 7, 
condemning the late conduct of P% ¢), 
their burghers, and prohibiting unr Py yy. 
der fevere penalties all proceedings 7] oy 


that tended to diiturbance andte Fy ¢ 
mult. ‘fo this proclamation the 7 
armed burgherscontented themfelves © 
with entering their protett. The 
fenate however, encouraged by the 
paffive manner in which this pro 
clamation had been received, pro 
ceeded in the month of June to in 
ftituse a criminal enquiry into th 
conduct of the preceding March, 
and to imprifon Mr, Ondaatje, aa 
active leader of the democratica 
yarty, attd who had delivered the 
ak Rom of the burghers to the 
fenate upon the fubjcct of the elec 
tion of Mr, Sigterman upon that 
occafion, with equal eloquence and 
intrepidity. In July, a fiill more 
defpotic proclamation was iffued by 
the provincial flates, forbidding any | 
perfon to prepare a petition to be 
firned by two or more, under pain 





of being treated as a diflurber of 4 
the public tranquility, and direct o 
ing, shat every ont, who fhould | t 


have) 


& 








= ated, A 


oe. —0 oC. a a 


SS eT ODD Ss Oe eC 


2 
¢. 
a 

a) 
4. 


FOREIGN 


have any complaint to addrefs to 
the government, fhould prefent it 
ndividually and feparately. 

Thefe violent and untemporifiag 
meafures ferved extremely to alie- 
nate and intlame the minds of the 
citizens. ‘The difcountenanee they 
received, did not in any degree 
weaken their defires, or diminith 
their refolution to obtain the retorm, 
which had been the object of their 
original affociation, As they con- 
ftituted an unqueitionable majority 
of the inhabitants of Utrecht, they 
conceived themfelves to be able in 

the lait refort, to obtain the redrets 
they demanded by their fingle ener- 
cy. But they were willing to feek 
the alliance of fome other power 
in the repub ic, and thus to leflen 
the perils that impended over them. 
It was yeta queition, whether in 
this cafe their alliance would ulti- 
mately be made with the oligarchy 
or with the ftladtholder. The tormer 
of thefe partics had treated them 
with fo much duplicity and feve- 
rity in their own province, as to 
give them little hopes of an amie 
cable adjutiment of claims on this 
fide. The oligarchy of Holland 
and the other provinces, was far 
from having declared in their ta- 
vour; and there were fufficient 
seatons to expect that they would 
not receive a very generous fupport 
from a party, to whofe i interetts their 
views were inimical, and who un- 
quettionably afpired to a defpotic 
and unlimited authority. The tiadt- 
holder on the other fide was na- 
turally tenacious of his influence 
in the election of the fenates. But 
he ftood in need of friends and ad- 
herents ; and, if a compromife could 
be eflected between him and the 
citizens, he would be able by their 
aififtance to obtain an ealy victory 
over the incroachments and pre- 
tenons of his original adverfaries. 
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Difguited by the treatment they 
received from their government at 
home, the democratical party in 
Utrecht, appears to have been at 
this time inclined in tavour of the 
ftadtholder ; and the court of the 
prince, willing to encourage thens 
m this difpotinon, publi ithed a de- 
claration in which they obferved, 
provided the f{pirit of the regulation 
of 1674 were preferved inviolate 
in behalf of the fiadtholder, that 
he would be willing to co-operate 
with the burghers in mitigation of 
their taxes, ‘and in the red: efs of 
every other cireumitance by which 
thevi imagined themfelves aggrieved, 
‘The fituation of the ftates of Hol- 
land, and the other bedies who had 
originally entered into the conteit 
with the fiadtholder, was at this 
time extremely critical. The prof- 
pect of being fupported by the ar- 
my had already been regarded by 
them as vacue and uncertain, The 
burghers they expecte d to — 
fubfervient to their views; but, « 
trary to their expectations, 
had no fuoner taken up arms, 
they found an object rehuis 
own interetts and priviiess, which 
better deferved their purtuit than 
the blind and implicit tupport of a 
felt-elective magittracy, Ail the 
views of the latter, in favour of the 
rettoration of the bett davs of the 
repub lic, as it had exitted in the 
time of a de Ruyter and a de 
Witte, mult be facrificed, unlefs 
fome immediate alternative was 
found applicable to their prefent 
fituation. Thus circumttanced, the 
party of the magiitrates in Hol- 
land, appear to have been gene- 
rally convinced of the propriety of 
that line of conduct, which it was 
indifpentibly neceflary tor them to 
adopt. Some deviation they mutt 
inevitably make trom the plan they 
bad originally purpofed to purfue ; 
b 3 and, 
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and, with a manly refolution, they 
chofe that this deviation fhould 
rather operate in favour of the 
rights of the people, than for the 
increafe of the prerogatives and 
domination of an individual. ‘The 
wer of filling up the vacancies 
of their body had long been their 
molt favourite privilege ; but, not- 
withflanding the unpalarablenefs of 
the draught that was propofed, they 
fuimitted with apparent alacrity 10 
the neceflity of the cafe, and trom 
this time co-operated with more or 
lefs fincerity or confiancy in favour 
of the views of the popular party. 
We know not whether or no the 
alteration which now took place in 
the ienuments and conduct of the 
fenate of Utrecht, was owing tothe 
interference of the magiftrates of 
the other provinces. Be that as it 
will, fix deputies were appointed, 
in the beginning of Auguit, by an 
aflembly of magitirates at Ambtier- 
dam from the different parts of the 
Unitcd Netherlands, tor the pur- 
pote of mediating in the differences 
that had arifen between the ma- 
giftrates and the citizens of Utrecht; 
and at the fame ume the tenate 
ublithed their report, which had 
a prepared twelve months be- 
fore, upon the iubject of the pro- 
jected reform, which was certainly 
intenved as a conciliatory meafure. 
In the mean ume this proceeding 
by no means obtained the fuccets 
which was predicted. The people 
had been held fo long in fuipence, 
and their paflions had been fo greut- 
Jy irritated and alarmed, that it is 
pollible that the inculgence, which 
would heave fatisfied them in the 
firtt initance, would now be treated 
with jealoufy and diflatisfaction. 
The burghers, proceeding upon a 
true feeling of democratical prin- 
ciples, had, in the year 1784, at 
the fame time that pine commidi- 
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oners had been appointed on th 


part of the ilates, and two depu. 
ties on the part of the fenate, ty 
conduct the fyitem of the reform, 
elected twenty-feven perfons, as the 
delegates ot the inhabitants g 
large, to watch over the interefy 
of the democracy in this great by. 
finefs. Thefe delegates, at the fam 
time that they exprefied their ap. 
probation of the general fpirit o 
the report which was now publifh. 
ed, were extremely offendes at no 
having been confulted during the 
pendency of the deliberations, and 
at the report’s having now been 
made public, without having beea 
previoufly communicated to them, 
Aétuated by the {pirit of freedom 
which had fo long animated the 


proceedings of their contlituents, § 


they did not value the acquifition f 
that was made in favour of the de! 


aN ey 


mocracy, becaufe the manner inf 


which it was made, favoured rather 
of the principles of ’a narrower 
form of government, 
they prefented an addrefs to the 
fenate, demandine to know, whe 
ther they were acknowledged in the 
character ot delegates, and cf con 
fequence admitted to deliver the 
fentiments of their contlituents, 
Their conduct was imitated by the 
deputes of the eight wards of the 
burghers of Utrecht, who prefent- 
ed an addrefs, making a_ fimilat 
demand of the ienate refpecting 
themielves. 


The cligarchical party probably 


Accordingly | 
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ymavined that they had yielded far} 


enough in the publication of the 
report, and regarded the objection 
of the delegates as captious and {o- 
phittical. Inttead therefore of te 
turning an inimediare an{wer to the 
demand that was made, they de 
puted their two burgomatics @ 
make inquifition into the affair, and 


for this purpofe to propofe intert | 
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eatories to the delegates and depu- 
Not chufing to fubmit to this 
examination, thefe, latter, having 
obtained an adiournmert, imme- 
diately called an afiembly of the 
burghers at large, to inflruct them 
re pec ting the condueét it micht be- 
¢ome them to puriue. The burgh- 
ers, offended at a proceeding on the 
part of their magitr. ites fo imme- 
diately hoftile to the principles of 
cemocratical exertion, thought pro- 
per to repair in a body to the {e- 
nate, to the number of 3330, and 
in this manner to afiure them, that 
their delegates were actually cho- 
fen by them, and were fully au- 
thorized to fpeak and act in their 
behalf. The fenate was again alarm- 
ed by this ftrong and peremptory 
appes trance, and, under the influence 
of this alarm, fup , the report 
that had been pub hith red, and ap- 
pointed a new co minitiion "ultimate- 
ly to concert with the de ‘legate s of 
the citizens the regulation it might 
be proper to introduce inftead of 
the obnoxious reeulation of 1674. 
it the oligarchical party in the 
province of Utrecht were difpleaied 
with the fpirit of the projeged mu- 
icles refurm, it was not probable 
that they would be reconciled to it 
by the meafures which were adopted 
for its introduction. Lone inured 
to the contidering the ttadtholder 
as sae! only rival, and accuttomed 
toa ; 
on ihe part of their citizens, they 
could not tamely brook the violence 
ind compuliion with which they 
treaicd. Such would have 
been in all e: the feelings of a 
contiderable body in the political 
balance under thefe circumftances : 
and thefe feelings were extr inely 
in »proved by the natural obt} inacy 
id perfeverance of a Dutch con- 
fiitution. ‘bhey waited therefore 
wily tor an opportunity cf figna- 


tics. 


rehers 


were 


ifes 
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lizing their refentment ; and an oc- 
cation prefently occurred, fuch as 
they detired. The city of Utrecht 
was an object beyond their {trength. 
The tirmnefs of the bu: ghers proved 
that they would ultimately fucceed 
againit ail internal oppofition ; ; and 
there was fcarcely a military force 
in the whole extent of the republic 
fufficient to reduce them to com- 
pulfory fubmiilion. Burt if they 
could not be conquered they might 
be terrified, and if the ot de dare 
not mect them in the moit unqua- 
lified ityle of cont roverfy, they 
might at leati prove in an indirect 
manner how averfe their inclina- 
tlons were to the meafures that 
were purtued, 

The {pirit of reform, which be- 
gan in the city of Utrecht, {peedily 
communicated its influence to the 
other towns of the province. Thefe 
towns fo far as they are reprefented 
in the aflembly of the itates, are 
tour, Amerstort, Wyk, Monttort, 
and Rhenen. The two firtt of thefe 
had copied, with precifion, the fteps 
of the c: pits ul. They had tubmic- 
ted their and had ap- 
pointed del legates to co-operate with 
the macittr. icy in the conttruction 
the 


vrle Vances, 


ot reform. In Wvk, as in 
Utrecht, the tenate appears at firtt 
to have boen futhciently tavourable 


to the burghers, and to have pro- 
ceeded to provisional elections; in 
Amersfort they were more confit. 
ent ard uniform. Here therefore 
it was, that the itandard of holtili- 
ties, (for fuch, notwithitanding the 
great leneth to which its confe- 
quences were procrattinated, it de- 
ferves to be confidered) was de- 
ttined to be unturicd. ‘The plan of 


the citizens was to keep pace in 
their democ:atical me W M.3 with 
the burehers of Utrecht: and ac- 


cordingly, early in A: gilt they 
directed their delegates io propote 
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the queflion to their magiflrates, 
whether or not they were to be 
confidered as recognized for the le- 
gral reprefentarives of the citizens 
at large. ‘This queftion was an- 
fwered in the negative; and the 
burghe s, lefs peremptory than thote 
of Utrecht, contented themielves 
with holding their meeting ara dilt- 
ance from the Guild-hall, or place 
of the aflembly of the fenate, and 
fending metlage after meffage to the 
magiftrates, repeatiny the fame de- 
mand, To put an cad to this im- 
portunae application, the fenate 
pretended to come fo an abrupt 
adjournment; and, the armed 
burghers having imitated their ex- 
ample, they immediately reafleme 
bled, and voted that very night, 
the eighth of Auguft, that a re- 
uiftion fhould be made to the 
Rate of the province, demanding 
of them a body of troops to keep 
under rettraint the violence of the 
citizens. ‘Lhis requifition, by the 
contrivance of the burgomafer van 
Mufchenbrock, was not fubmiued 
to the flates at large, but to their 
council-committee fitting for the 
difpatch of butinefs. ‘Ihe requi- 
fition was immediately connrmed, 
and being figned by four of the 
members was difpatched to the 
yrince of Oranee. 

The ttadtholder was by this vio- 
jent and unqualified meafure placed 
in a very critical fituation. His 
original enemics were not the citi- 
zens, but the refolute adherents of 
the oligarchy in the different ftates 
and fenates of the republic; and 
in thefe original enemies he had 
more to encounter, than he well 
knew how to fubdue. If indeed 
the republic came to blows upon 
the mere oligarchical queftion, it 
was probable that a creat number 
ot the inhabitants would join the 
priuce of Orange, and the ret 
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holding themfelves neuter, the vic, 
tory would not be dificult to f, 
cure. But even in this cafe the 
fuperiority of the piince could not 
be made permanent, without fueh 
an entire change in the whole form 
of the conflitution, as it would have § 
been perilous and unpopular to ap 
tempt. To throw the burghers ig 
this fituation into the arms of the 
oligarchy, had the appearance of 
a very impolitic meaiure. If thejp 
claims were adyerie to the prcroga 
tives of the ftadthold:r, they were 
not lefs adverfe to the privileges of 
the municipal aflemblics, On the 
other hand the faciifce that was 
demanded from the adtholder wag 
great; and the proffered alliance 
of the Gates ct Utrecht valuable, 
To concede what was demanded 
by the burghers, appears to have 
been regarded by the court of the 
prince as a meafure uncertain in its 
effect. His policy bad hitherto § 
been to defend wih inflexibilit 
the prerogatives defcended to him 
trom his anceftors, and it was only 
by this magnantmity that he could | 
expect to intereft all the princes of 
!.urope in his favour. ‘The de 
mand of troops was accordingly 
vranted, the towns of Aserstort 
und Rhenen received the garvifon; 
and a new coalition was produced, 
avowedly between the magitirates 
of Ltrecht and the iladtholder on 
the one hand, and in a more covert 
manner between the democracy of 
Utrecht and the oljgarchy of Hol: 
land on the other, 

The complhiance of the ftadthold- 
er excited the moft unbounded {pi 
rit of indignation and refittance in 
Various parts of the republic, The 
aflembly of the armed burghers ot 
Utrecht, in their own name and iq 
the name of 3340 inhabitants at 
different conditions, called upon the 
fenate to make the flricteft injuilk | 
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tion into the illegal conduct of the 
magiltrates of Amerstort, of the 
burgomaiter van Mufchenbreek, 
and of the council-committee of the 
{tates. ‘The fenate, urged by the 
delegates of the citizens, fhut their 
gates, brought out the cannon ot 
the.r fortifications, and prepared 
for :eliftance. Advertifements were 
publithed in the newipapers on the 
part of the burghers, calling upon 
the different cor)s ot volunteers in 
the republic to yield their immed: 
ate aflitance to the city of Urrecht 
in its prefent perilous fituation. The 
inhabitants of Overyfiel, were not 
behind hand with the inhabitants 
ot the province of Utrecht in the 
tirmnefs ot their exertions, and 
here there had as yet been no open 
mifunderiiandings between the ci- 
tizens and the magitiracies. The 
three towns which are reprefented 
in the ftates of Overyflel are De- 
venter, Campen and Zwol, The 
two lattof thefe were attempted to 
be varrifoned, but the fenate fhut 
their gates upon the forces of the 
ftadtholder. The ftates ar the 
fame time came to a tirong refolu- 
tion, condemning in the mott point- 
ed manner the conduct of the ttadt- 
holder, in endeavouring to filence 
the complaints of the burghers by 
the violent introduction ot an arm- 
ed force. At the fame time the 
burghers of the three towns we have 
named, ligned a very extentive requi- 
fition to the ilates of the province, 
demanding the abolition of the re- 
gulation of 1674, as well as vari- 
ous provilions to give efficacy for 
the tuture to the detires of the in- 
habitants at iarge. In Holland the 
cemocratical fpirit has made nearly 
an equal progres ; and the bur- 
ghers of Dort, Leyden, Deltt, 
Schoonhoven and Amfterdam fepa- 
rately Cemanded from their magif- 
trates the catercing a megiure for 


the recall of the garrifons, and fo? 
the effectually preventing fuch ar. 
bitrary and defpotic proceedings in 
future, 
_ The principle by which the oli- 
garchical party directed their pro- 
ceedings ferves greatly to illuftrate 
the hittory of the prefent diffen- 
fiions. In conformity to their idea 
of waiting for and improving the 
events that fhould occur, they had 
made little progrefs fince the ex- 
pullion of the field-marfhal prince 
of Brunfwic, in October 1784. 
Some tumults had taken place in 
the province of Holland in the be- 
ginning of the fubfequent year, 
and thefe were probably in tome 
degree encouraged by the countels 
ot the fadtholder, The tiates 
had been equally active in endeae 
vouring to fupprefs proceedings, 
which were in the utmoit degree 
untavourable to their caule. But 
the indignation that was now ex- 
cited againit the ttadtholder in 
Utrecht, in Overyilel, among the 
burghers of Holland, and through 
the volunteer corps in the whole 
extent of the republic, was a fenti- 
ment too tavourable, tor the lead- 
ers ot the prevailing party in the 
fiates not to endeavour to derive 
trom it tome fignal advantage. The 
ocealion that was afforded was as 
aufpicious as they could have de- 
fired. The licentious proceedings 
of the populace had been the cone 
fiant fubject of their expoflulation ; 
thefe proceedings had been found 
more frequent and inveterate in the 
refidence of the Hague than in any 
other place, and they were no 
where fo dangerous to the exilte 
encce of the republic, fince the 
Havue was the feat of the tiates 
of Holland, infinitely the moft ime 
portant aflembly within their limits, 
and of the itates general. 
On the fourth of September 
twelve 
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twelve volunteers of the corps of 
the town of Leyden appeared at 
the Hague, and repaired-in their 
uniforms to the public parade. The 
inhabitants of the Hague in gene- 
ral, are enthufiattically devoted to 
the prince of Orange ; and the at- 
tempts of the oligarchy to inilitute 
a body of volunteers among them 
had always mifcarried. Accord- 
ingly the appearance of the Leyden 
volunteers was a phenomenon, that 
was inftantly remarked by the po- 
pulace, and they determined to fig- 
nalize againft them their loyalty 
and their duty. Accordingly they 
attacked them with violence, and 
having driven them for refuge into 
a neighbouring houfe, they broke 
the windows, and difplayed other 
marks of riot and diforder. A part 
of the garrifon detached by order 
of the tladtholder did not think fit 
to interfere with the proceedings of 
the populace, but contented them- 
felves with taking into cuttody the 
objects of their attack, and fending 
them off privately by night to the 
place of their habitation. 

This riot was not in reality of a 
very formidable nature, but the 
juncture in which it happened was 
fuch as to encourage the oligarchy 
to decifive proceedings. The de- 
puties of Haerlem, a town which 
had greatly diflinguifhed itfelf in 
oppofition to the ttadtholder, re- 
prefented to the ftates of Holland 
the long continuance of the riotous 
difpofition of the people of the 
Hague, the inettectual remonttran- 
ces that had been made for the em- 
ployment of the garrifon in their 
fuppreflion, the connivance and fe- 
cret encouragement of the prince 
of Orange, and the danger that re- 
fulted to the treedom ot their deli- 
berations from thefe alarming pro- 
ceedings, The ftates immediately 
came to a refelution on the cighib 
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of September, to charge the depys 
tics of Haerlem themfelves with the 
care of the military patrole. The 
deputies immediately entered upon 
their charge, gave the watch word 
to the garrifon, led out a nightly 
patrole to the amount of two huh. 
dred foldiers, and every thine was 
reftored to tilence, tranquility and 
fubmiffion. 

No meafure could have been 
adopted by the ilates productive of 
fo much difpleafure and mortiiica. 
tion to the prince of Orange. He 
immediately remonftrated with them 
upon their proceedings, and claim. 
ed the undivided command of the 
garriion, as an appointment cons 
ilantly annexed to the dignity ot his 
fituation. The refult of his re 
monitirance was a farther refolution 
of the tiates confirming and juttify. 
ing the meafure they had adopted, 
Finding that he could obtain no. 
thing by the mode of remontirance, 
the ttadtholder withdrew himfelf 
from the Hague on the fourteenth 
of September 1785, with a refolus 
tion never to return to the palace 
of his anceftors, till he fhould be 
completely reinilated in the prero- 
gatives with which they had been 
invefted. Various were the reajons 
that induced him to this mode of 
proceeding. He was tired with the 
long and unprofitable controverfy 
into which he had been drawn with 
the ftates, and neither he nor his 
niinifiers had been able to difcover 
any line of conduct by which it 
could advantageoutly be terminated, 
Forbearance and delay had been 
found barren and unproductive. It 
was time to try the effect of contra 
ry meatures. The whole people 
of Holland would be ftiuck with 
the neceflity which had driven him 
from the teat of fupreme power, 
and would feel more vividly thaw 
they bad yet done, how uoprenas 
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ed and undeferved had been the ex- 
tremitics that had been employed 
oe, levers ‘The inhabirants of 
the rue depen ded upon his court 
for leat half of their fubfiftence, 
ard wi vu] d join to compel the itates 
to paciti p! roceedings. All the 
princes 0!  Rurepe would be ftruck 
with the misfortunes of fo illuftri- 
ous an exile. Great Britain, in 
whofe caufe he had futfered, and 
whofe intluence in Holland fo evi- 
dently depended upon the continu. 
ance of his power, would oudly 
declare herielf in his ‘avour ; and 
the king of Pruila, the uncle of 
h's contort, would! bring forth his 
innumerable troops to revenge his 
multiplied wrongs. 

It the oligarchical party were 
judicious in feizing upon and im- 
pre ving every opportunity that ta- 
voured their ‘defigns, it 18 errs 
true that the opportunities which 
occurred were beyond all expe¢ta- 
tion aufpicious to the revolution 
they meditated. The war with 
Great Britain had firucka deep and 
danecrous blow at the power of the 
ftadtholde: » atthe fame time that 
it had been the natural oceation of 
leading the republic into the allie 
ance, and putt ng them under obli- 
eations to the generofity of the 
cowt of France. The incroach- 
ments and the plan of refumptions, 
that had been tormed by the em- 
peror, obliged them to advance {i111 
tarther in the fame cire¢tion. The 
claims of Maettricht and the Schelde 


inevitably thruft the Dutch out of 


the hulits of confederacy, in which 
they had ftood during the prefent 
century with Great Britain and 
the houfe of Auftria. Of courte 


fle was obliged to recur to the ex- 
ample of a more diflant period, and 
the intervention of the French king 
in faving them from the humilia- 
1 that would otherwife have 
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been impofed upon ‘them by tlie 
emperor, gave him a title to their 
moit fervent gratitude. Such were 
the events, which conftituted the 
field upon which politicians were 
to difplay their ingenuity ; and the 
profoundnefs and fagacity of the 
leaders of the party in the ttates of 
Holland on the one lide, together 
with the dexterit y and infinuation 
of the minitiy of Verfuilles on the 
other, derived every potlible advan~ 
tage from fo uncommon a fituation, 
The inquifition into the failure of 
the expedition to Breft in the 
month of September 1782, was not 
the leaft important envine in the 
hands of thete able ftatefinen. 

This inquifition had commenced 
in the clole of the year 1783. But, 
owing partly to the obftacles, which, 
either in appearance or reality, 
were oppofed to its progrefs by the 
party of the iladtholder, and partly 
to the tardinefs of all proceedings in 
this complicated republic, the come 
miffoners appointed for this pur- 
pofe, did not make their report till 
the month of june 1785. In this 
paper no accufations were brought 
home to the prince of Orange or 
his minitters. Many judicious re- 
marks were exhibited upon the ims 
perfection of the conflitution of the 
admiralties of Holland. It feems, 
that, according to tke ftinding or- 
ders of their navy, the captains of 
each fhip in the fervice of poverne 
sment, Were obliged to take provifions 
on b até at their own rilque ; and 
were not permitted to charge any 
more to the public account than 
appeared to have been actually con- 
fumed. Owing to this injudicious 
regulation, the commanders were in 
the habit of providing their fhips 
with as fmall a ftore af provifions 
as the exigency of thé public fer- 
vice would allow ; and the adini- 
raltics, awarg ot ‘ue {cantinefs of the 


demand, 
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demand, did not keep their maga- 
zines in fufficient abuncance to tup- 
ply any fadden and unforeicen oc 
cahon. Inthe mean time the con- 
wiffioners, though they adm'tted 
the difadvantages under which the 

uadron confequently laboured, 
did not allow them to amount to an 
evident impothbility of pefforming 
the voyage to Breit. ‘Vhey main- 
taiced that the commanders of the 
fquadron had allowed themfelves 
too wide a cifcretion upon the fub- 
oe: and were unjuttifiable, after 

aving received the pofitive orders 
of the flates, in affuming to judge 
for themfelves upon the expediency 
and eligiblencfs of the meature. 
The criminal profecution of the 
officers, though not directly recom- 
mended, feemed to be the inevitable 
inference from the report of the 
commiffioners, 

The clove of the yerr 1784, 
fhouls! appear actually to have ter- 
minated all profpect of a war be- 
fween the emperor and Holland. 
The decitive and peremptory coun- 
tenance that was then affumed by 
the court of France, and the hu- 
mane averfion to war, that we have 
remarked in the unperial claimant, 
amounted to a fufficient guarantee 
of the truth of this prediction. But 
a fecret determination not to enter 
upon actual hoitilities, did not pre- 
clude the emperor from gaining as 
much as he could in the mode of 
negociation. This way of thinking 
in the court of Vienna, together 
with the reluctance of the Dutch 
in yielding to any important con- 


ceflion, crew out the fettlement ot 


the affair, and afforded a theme for 
the conjectures of fpeculators dur- 
ing the greater part of the year 
1785. Acondition required by the 


emperor, before he would admit of 


any interview between his ambaflu- 
dors agd the commifijoners of Hol- 


land, was the fending on the part 
of the Dutch. two envoys to the 
capital of their adverfary, who 
bufinefs thould be to make a formal 
and public {ubmiflien and apolog 

to the emperor, for the infult that 
had been committed upon his flag 
in the affair of Lillo. ‘To this con. 
dition the Dutch were oblived 
fubmit, and the barons Waflenaeg 
and Leyden, two very diftinguithed 
meinbers of the nobility of the ree 
public were {elected for this purpofe, 
and executed their commiffion on 
the twenty-fitth of July. The hu. 
miliation was undoubtedly fuch, as 
could fcarecly have been expected 
to take place between two equal 
powers ; and fuch an oftentation of 
hauteur on the part of the head of 
the empire, would in other circums 
ftances have excited an univerfal 
indignation in Europe. But the 
character of the emperor was toe 
well underftood, and his verfatility 


and want of fyitem too notorious, to 7 


render the meafure in the prefent 
inttance in any degree alarming. 
‘The conterences were now open 
ed without delay between the am 
baffladors of Holland and Auttria 
at the court of Verdailles, under 
the aufpices ot the count de Ver 
gennes. ‘The difcuthon however 
was yet far from being eafy ; and 
the emperor, having long infitled in 
vain upon the ceffion of Maettricht, 
now changed his demand into that 
of a confiderable fum of money, as 
a compenfation for his claim upon 
this important fortrefs. The amount 
of this fum was eagerly debated; 
and at length, after both tides had 
yielded fomewhat in their determe 
nations upon the fubject, it was 
fixed that nine millions five hun 
dred thoufand florins fhould be the 
compenfation for Maeitricht, and 
tive hundred thoufand florins for 
the damaye which had been fuffer 
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ed by ‘the Auftrian farmers, from 


the inundations of Lille; the 
whole being equal te 750,000 
pounds fterling. This was the 


principal article of the treary, the 
preliminaries of which were figned 
on the twelfth of September. “The 
emperor at the fame time renounced 
his claims upon Maeftricht, and 
the’ Dutch agreed to dettroy the 
fotts of Kruickfhank aad Frederic 
Heiry, and to cede to the emperor 
the forts of Liefkenfhoek and Lillo, 
with their fortilications. ‘Th» de- 
finitive treaty was concluded on the 
eighth of November. 

"A tre aty of perpetual friendflip 
and alliance had been for fome time 
in negociation between the courts 
ot France : and the Llaruc, and it 
was concluded with refpect to its 
fubitance, in the beginning of the 
pretent vear. From = an 
what it was that was becoming in 
the office of a mediator, which was 
the fituation in which France tiood 
between Holland and the emperor, 
the publication of the treaty was 
fupprefled, till the final arrange- 
ment fhould be formed of the liter - 
ences between thefe two powers. 
It accordingly appeared trom au- 
thority on the tenth of November, 
two da ays after the fignature of the 
definitive treaty of peace. Thus 
it was that the party of the ftates 
in the republic of Holland, arrived 
at one of the mog confiderable ob- 
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jects in their fyftem ‘of politics. 
"The alliance between the govern. 
ments of Verfailles and the Hague 
was of the molt intimate and cordial 


nature. Thev agreed fur mutual 
afliftance in all cafes of attack that 
fhould be made upon either party, 
the auxiliary fotee to be propor- 
tioned to the occafion, and its ex- 
pences to be defrayed by the gos 
vernment by which it was furnith- 
ed, Such indeed are the amature of 
the articles, that, taken together, 
they feemed to amount to a couns 
terpart of the celebrated family 
compact. A revolution of 4 very 
memorable nature was thus intros 
duced into the affiirs-of Bu 

The policy, which had been volun- 
tarily chofen by Louis the Four- 
teenth, and which had afterwards 
been continued contrary to the in- 
clinations of France, by the powers 
which had entered into alliance 
arainit him, was now reverfed. The 
ambitious ideas of univerfal mo. 
narchy, which had fearcely been 
formed by that monarch, and had 
fpeedily been renounced, ceafed to 
be any longer the terror of the 
neighbouring countries. Frances 
from being avoidéd as a moatter, 
entered once more into the lift of 
the members ot the European come 
monwealth, and was contidcred 
upon a level with her neighbours 
in the delimeations of policy, and 
the fpeculutions of commeree, 
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HERE were two trains of expeéted to have confiderable intlue 


events, Which toadk place in 
the year 1785, and which might be 
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eace upon the proceedings of the 
feilion of 1786, the third feffion of 
the 
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the exifling parliament. Trade and 
commerce had always been the ob- 
ject of a very rincipal attention of 
the minitiry at Geta Britains and 
now that the tranquility of hu- 
rope was once again retiored, and 
that we had been weaned by a ie- 
ries of the moit morrifying humili- 
ations from the ideas of conquest 
and warlike fplendor, it was to be 
expected that,we fhould return with 
double elafticity to fo favourite a 

rfuit, It was nece(lary to this. 
end, if the ideas of national .inde- 

ndence and political confequenace 
fhould even be put our of the con- 
fideration, that we fhould maintain 
an alliance and good underit nding 
with fome of the more contidecrable 
powers of the cont.nent. The events 
of 1785 were by no means favour- 
able to cither of thefe views., When 
the public alarm was excited by the 
difcovery of the meditated exchange 
of Bavaria, the king of Great Bri- 
tain was induced, as elector of Ha- 
pover, to enter into a league with 
the king of Pruilia, the elector of 
Saxony, and geriain, o;her princes, 
for maintaining the. independence 
of the Germanic conflitution, and 
defending the indivilibility of che 
empire, The particulars of this 
league, which was concluded on 
the 23d of July, will naturally 
come before us, when we proceed to 
treat of the concluding tranfactions 
of the life of the immortal Frederic. 
In the mean time it was fuggefied, 
that this treaty was extremely ini- 
mical to the intereits of Great Bri- 
tain, fince, of all the powers of the 
continent, the emperor was fuppof- 
ed to be one of our moit natural, al- 
lies 5, and fince he would not fail to 
be irritated by the circumflance of 
the Britifh fovercign entering into 
an. alliance that had firft been. infti- 
tuted in direct oppolition to his 
VICWSs 


AND: 


Other events of the year 178¢ 
had a more immediate connection 
with the bilance of commerce, 
convention had been concluded og 
the firit of July 17°%4, berween the 
courts of Stockholm and Verfailles, 
and was publithed in the fpring af 
1785. The object of this treaty 
was to cede to the French, on the 
part of Sweden, the port of Got. 
tenburg at the earrance of the Bal 
tic, as a free port and magazin 
commerce, in the room of Wifmar 
in th: cirele of Lower Suxon 
whica had bsen felected for that 
purpofe by a convention concluded 
between thefe powers in the year 
1741, and which was faid to be 
found inadequate to this purpofe 
In return for this valuable concefs 
fien, the court of France ceded tg 
the king of Sweden, in full foves 
reignty, the ifland of Saint Bar 
tholomew in the Wet Indices, An 
edict was published on the fevene 
tecuth of July 1785, by the court 
of France, abfolutely prohibiting 
the fale of various Eneliih manu 
factures within that kingdom, par, 
ticularly fadlery, hofiery, wool: 
len cloths, and hardware ; and pers 
mitting them to be purchafed by 
individuals for their own confump- 
tion, fubject to, a double duty of 
thirty per cent. in the firit inflanee, 
and ten pence in the pound in the 
fecond. An edict itill more imports 
ant and alarming was publithed in 
the month of December by the ems 
peror, totally prohibiting the im. 
portation of Britifh manufactures 
through every part of the Auftrian 
dominions. In oppotition to thefé 
proceedings, by which the com 
merce of England mutt eventually 
be narrowed, a treaty was at this 
time négociating with the court of 
Peterfburg, and another more 
morable in its nature, and cl 
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derable in its confequences, 
; open 
4 












































e* » am — = 


at 62s CU lCUCsltCO 


—n en ee 








FOREIGN 


opened relatively to the fubject of 
commerce, withthe court ot Ver- 
failles. ‘This was undertaken in 
purfuance of a provition for that 
purpofe, in the definitive treaty of 
peace, and the negociator appoint- 
ed, under the appellation of envoy 
extraordinary, and minitter pleni- 
potentiary, on the ninth of Decem- 
ber, was Mr. William Eden. This 
appointment was the object of con- 
fiderable animadverfion, and was 
reprefented as a fignal example of 
political apottacy, fince. Mr. Eden 
had beea both the original projec. 
tor of the celebrated coalition, jn 
1783, and a principal mover ot the 
ftrony refolutions againit the adimi- 
nilration of Mr, Pitt, in the com- 
amencement of 1784. 

Betide the confiderations of com- 
merce, together with that of the 
national debt, which naturally tell 
under the difcuifion of the. teflion 
of parliament upon which we are 
about to enter, there were fome 
circumttances which tended to re- 
vive at this time the inexhauthble 
fubject of our oriental politics. 
Many of the proviltons of Mr. 
Pitt’s India bill had been very 
little relithed by the European in- 
habitants of that country, particu- 
larly thofe which took trom them 
the trial by jury, and which efta- 
blifhed an inquifition into the 
amount of the fortunes they accu- 
mulated ; and feveral petitions were 
remitted from India in relation to 
this fubjeét. Mr. Hattings, who 
had governed Bengal during the 
{pace of near thirteen years, and 
who by his conduct had furnifhed 
fo many fubjects of acrimonious 
difcuifion to the Englifh parliament, 
had guitted Calcutta in the month 
of January, and arrived at Fal- 
mouth on the fixteenth of June. 
Lord Macartney, the great rival 
and antageniit.of Mr. Hattings, 
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had, been appointed his fucceffor 
in the government general on the 
twenty-feventh of February; but 
owing to his difapprobation of the 
meature of relinguubing the, afligne 
ment of the nabob of Arcot, or te 
fome other cirewmttance, . he did 
not think proper to accept the of+ 
fice, and, having quitted,Jndia, are 
rived in England on the ninth of 
January 1786. Mr, Hatlings was 
therefore fucceeded in his govern 
ment by Mr., John  Macpherfon, 
fenior counfellor on the fpot, the 
tirt obje& of whofe,;adminiltration 
was to introduce feveral reforms ia 
our Indian government,,.and res 
trenchments in our eftablifhments 
in that country. 
The commencement of the fef- 
fion took place on the twenty-fourth 
of January. In the fpeech from 
the throne, the king informed his 
parliament, that the difputes, which 
appeared to threaten an interrupe+ 
tion to the tranquility,ef, Europe, 
had. been brought: to: ani amicable 
conclufion, and that. he continued 
to reeeive from foreign, powers the 
ftronceft affurances of their friendly 
difpotition. At heme, his fubjects 
experienced the growing. bletlings 
of peace in the extcution of trade, 
the improvement of the revenue 
and the increafe of the public ere- 
dit. He tarther obferved, thatthe 
refolutions of the latt,fedlion for the 
adjutiment of the commercial inter 
courfe between Great Britain and 
Ireland, had been by his direGjon 
communicated to the parliament of 
that kingdom, but that no effectual 
flep had hitherto. been taken by 
which they could be enabled to 
make any turther progrefs in that 
falutary work. -He remarked to 
the Houfe of Commons, that it was 
his earneft with to enforce @cono- 
my in every department; at the 
fame. time that he papticulary re- 
6 commended 
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commended to them the mainten- 
ance of our naval ftrength on the 
mott re{pectable footing, and above 
all the eftablifunent ot a fixed 

an for the reduction of the na- 
tional debt.. The flourifhing ftate 
of the revenue would, he trutted, 
enable them to effect this important 
meafure with little addition to the 
public burthens. ‘The vigour and 
refources of the country fo fully 
manifefted in its prefent fituation, 
would animate parliament to the 
confideration of fuch meafures as 
fhould be neceflary, in order to give 
farther fecurity to the revenue, and 
to promote and extend to the ut- 
mott the trade and general induttry 
ot the nation. 

The addrefs in reply to the fpeech 
from the throne was moved in the 
houfe of lords by the earl of 
Morton and lord Fortetcue, and 
it was propofed as an amendment 
by earl Fiezwilltam, that the para- 
graph, relating to the late negoci- 
ation with Ireland, fhould be omit- 
ted, as containing fentiments which 
could not receive the approbation 
of himfelf, and other lords, who 
had conttantly exerted themfelves 
for its deteat. The ditterene circum- 
ftances relative to the prefent con- 
dition of Great Britain and Europe, 
were animadverted upon at fome 
length by earl Fitzwilliam and lord 
vifcount Stormont, and the debate 
was conducted with fpirit on both 
fides of the houfe. Similar ground 
was taken in the debate in the 
houfe of commons. ‘The addrets 
was moyed by Mr. Smyth, mem- 
ber for Pomfret, and Mr. Auding- 
ton, member for the town ot the 
Devizes; and the amendment was 
propofed by the earl of Surrey. 

ord Surrey entered into fome ex- 
pottulation with adminiiration up- 
on the fubject, and enquired, whut 
neceility there exifted for mention- 


ing the refolutions, after the decl, 
rata from the throne, that no 
farther progrefs could be made re. 
fpecting them. 

Mr. Fox, among a great vari 
of fubjects, upon which he defcant. 
ed, enlarged particularly upon the 
politic: il firuation of this country 
in relation to foreign powers, He 
oblerved, that, although all public 
treaties were avowedly of a defep. 
five nature, yet this was a pretence 
which could ‘not deceive an enlight. 
ened politician. The treaty, there. 
fure, into which the houfe of Bour. 
bon had perfuaded the ftates of the 
United Provinces to enter, and 
which effectually fecured Holland 
in their hands, was to be confider. 
ed as a treaty hoftile to this cou 
try. ‘That it had been unadvik 
able and impolitic for the fate 
general to enter into this treaty he 
verily believed ; but, as the treaty 

















was made and executed. it behoved | 


adminiftration to be vigilant in en 
gazing in alliance with other Ew 
ropean powers. The laft war had 


fuliciently fhown the ill conf (9 


quences that arofe from the neglett 
of this policy. What was the cafe 
at prefent? France was fate, by her 
family compact as to any fear from 
Spain; and fhe had now quieted all 
potlibility of dread trom Holland, 
Her only caufe of alarm therefore 
was the court of Vienna, and that, 
notwithflanding all former affur 
ances of yood fellowfhip, and the 
till more endearing bonds of fami 


ware beet 


ly c@mection, was a conftant and | 


But this 


feriots fource of alarm. 


caufe of terror we had put to ref, | 
having, by our late conduct in re 7 
lation to the Gernianic league, © 
given his imperial - majelty grea 


difgult, and rendered his feelings 
hoitile to Great Britain. This wa 
the only circumftance France had | 


left to defire ; and this circumitanct | : 


we 
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we had provided gratis, at a mo- 
ment when fhe would have paid any 
price to obtain it. The moft fan- 
guine dreamer of national good for- 
tune in that country could not hare 
pictured to himfelf the poffibility 
of fuch a profperous event. Mr. 
Fox fpoke with equal warmth of 
the degree, in which we ought to 
value the alliance of Ruffia. We 
had paffed over the moft favourable 
opportunity that could have arifen, 
when the emprefs had fettled her 
differences with the Porte on the 
fubject of the Crimea; but he was 
happy to underftand trom good au- 
thority, that a negociation had now 
been opened for th.s defirable pur- 
pofe. 
Mr. Fox ridiculed the peculiar 
time that had been chofen by ad- 
miniftration for feveral important 
proceedings. Laft year, atter the 
propolitions had come over trom 
Ircland, and juft as the Britifh par- 
lament was called upon to vote 
them, the new board of trade pro. 
ceeded to enquire, whether they 
were fuch as it was fit for either 
country to adopt. In the fame man- 
ner fir James Harris had prefented 
a memorial to the ftates general, in 
oppofition to the treaty with France, 
bit unfortunately not till a tort- 
night after that treaty had been 
concluded, In the cafe of the com- 
mercial treaty, for the negociation 
of which we had juft appointed an 
envoy, the time chofen for fending 
him out was equally fingular. By 
the treaties of 1782, a treaty of 
commerce was to be negociared 
between this country and France, 
on or before the firft of January 
i786. Mr. Fox declared that he 
had no opinion of any advantage 
refulting to this country, from a 
conimercial treaty between Great 
Briain and France. The moment 
in which we had quitted every con- 
1786, 
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nection of this fort with that coun- 
try, was the very era he would 
chufe to affign, in which England 
had grown great, profperous and 
flourithing. 

Mr. Pitt declared in reply to Mr. 
Fox, that he fhould by no means 
take upon him to enter into the de- 
fence of the Germanic league, as 
he was ready toconfefs, that, what- 
ever might prove either the merit 
or demerit of that meafure, he and 
his colleagues in office; were by no 
means entitled to plume themielves 
on the former, or to take fhame to 
themfelves in confequence of the 
latter. As to the connection with 
Hanover, it was accident alone 
which had placed the fovereignty 
of that country and of this in the 
fame hands; and he defired to have 
it underitood, that Great Britain 
was by no means committed by any 
league entered into by the elector 
of Hanover; nor did he think it 
incumbent upon the minitter of this 
country, to lay before parliament, 
except in fome fingular cafes, the 
arrangements that might have been 
made by the advice of the minifters 
of that electorate. The only way 
for Great Britain to avoid embroil- 
ing herfelf in the quarrels of Hane 
over, was, for our adminiftration to 
{ftand as much as poffible uncone 
nected with Hanoverian politics. 

Mr. Fox ridiculed the dittinétion 
of Mr. Pitt, and put a variety of 
cafes to illuftrate his aflertion, It 
might hereafter happen, that cir- 
cumftances would make it an effen- 
tial act of policy in Great Britain, 
to join the court of Vienna, and to 
proceed in oppofition to the league 
of the Germanic princes. In the 
fuppotition of fuch an event, could 
the Britith troops act againit thofe 
of Hanover ? Cr to make the cate 
{tronger, and yet to affume what 
was very poflible ; fuppofe the elec- 
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tor of Hanover was to head his 
troops in perfon, and this would be 
by no means a new cvent, who 
would fay, that the Brith army 
could be directed to act hoftilely 
againft troops led by their fove- 
reign, in the character of clector 
of Hanover, Mr. Fox appealed to 
hiftorical example to prove the ab- 
furdity of the doctrine advanced by 
Mr. Pitt. King George the Firtt 
had entered into a treaty with Den- 
mark -for the purchafe of Bremen 
and Verden, and of confequence 
had drawn down upon him the ven- 
geance ot Sweden, and the threat 
of an invafion, the moft alarming 
and the mofi dangerous to the li- 
berties of Englifimen of any they 
had ever had occalion to expect. 
General Stanhope, at that time the 
minitter of the crown, had, when the 
treaty was firlt heard of, come down 
to that houfe, and ufed precifely 
the fame fort of language as that 
uttered by Mr. Pitt. He had talk- 
ed of the feparate intereits of Great- 
Britain and Hanover, and had faid, 
that the Britith parliament had no- 
thing to do with the conduct of his 
majelty refpecting his elecicral do- 
minions. Dut what was the confe- 
quence ? ‘The very next year ge- 
- peral Stanhope was obliged to alter 
his tone, and urged the expences, 
to which the king was expofed in 
conlequence of his purchafe, as a 
plea for the demand of additional 
{upphes. The amendinent was re- 
yected in both. houles, and the ad- 
drefs carried in the affirmative 
without a divifion. 

One of the fubjects which early 
engaged the attention of parlia- 
ment was relative to the mutiny 
bill, which it has been ufual to 
renew annuaily, but which, on ac- 
count of the regularity of its form, 
and the notoriety ot its claufes, 
was dually paffed over without any 
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particular notice. In the prefenj 
feflion a variation was introduced 
into this bill, the tendency of which 
was to include, as the fubjects of 
military law, not only officers jy 
actual fervice, as had formerly been 
done, but officers upon half pay, 
and officers who were conftituted 
fuch by brevet, without receiving 
any emolument as the appen 
of their rank. ‘This alteration ex. 
cited little notice in the houfe of 
commons ; and was objected to ing 
very curfory way, on the report of 
the committee upon the mutiny 
bill on the fixteenth of March, by 
colonel Fitzpatrick and genera 
Burgoyne, who, having called fora 
divinon upon, the queition, the 
numbers appeared, ayes, for the ia. 
tended clauie, 79, noes 17, 

In the houfe of dJords the matter 
was taken up in a more ferious way, 
and was the fubject of confiderable 
animadvertion. An amendment upd 
the propofed claufe was firit moved 9 
by lord Stormont, by which the # 
operation of military law fhould ef 
extended beyond what it had fur J 
merly ftood, at leaft according to 
the exprefs words of the mutiay 
bill, to include officers who might 

¢ called inte action by letter & 
fervice, by an order from the wat 
otice, or otherwife, but reftricting 
it to fuch as were in actual em 
ployment. In fupport of thi 
amendment, Jord Stormont had te 
courfe to the hiflery of martial lav | 
in the preceding centuries, Ina 
cient times every man bore arms 
and was liable to be called forth in : 


the fervice of his country ; and¢ 
confequence military law was ext | 
cifed upon every man, while ht 


Was in actual fervice, and no lon” 
gers Thus thofe princes, who he 
little power in refpect of ail 
government, enjoyed an almoft ut : 
limited authority, when at the ys , 
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of their fubjects embodied as an 
army ; and thus magiitrates, whofe 
authority was circumferibed at 
home, affumed a fieht of punifh- 
ing with great feverity, when act 
ing as commanders of troops. For 
two years during the reign ot 
George the Second, half pay otheers 
had been exprefly included in the 
mutiny bill ; a circumttance which 
occafioned great uncafines in the 
public at large, and was much re- 
fitted and debated by both houfes 
of pattiament. | Accordingly when 
men had‘ grown more moderate 
upon the fubject, that provifion 
had been withdrawn from the bill, 
and it had been omitted ever fince. 
Lord Stormont faid, that he felt no 
particular difpofition to compliment 
the prefent miniftry, when he de- 
clared, ‘that he did not believe they 
had any finifter intention in mak- 
ing the alteration in queition. But 
they had negligently or carelefsly 
adopied'a claute, of the ferious and 
alarming confequeuces of which 
they were not fulliciently aware. 
Lord Sydney obferved in reply, 
that feveral initances had latély oc- 
curred, which fuggetted the pro- 
pricty of the alteration of the’ mu- 
tiny bill, that was now fubmitted 
to the decifion of the houfe. He 
alluded to the cafe of general ‘Stuart, 
who, haying been a major-general 
by brevet only, and. having’ de- 
nianded a court martial to epaquire 
into “his conduét, had’ not beén 
deemed by adminittration to be li- 
able to be tried by military law. 
The cafe of general Rofs,. who 
was Charged with the publication 
of a libel ayainft general fir 


\obert Boyd, licutenant-governor 
of Gibraltar, and who on that ac- 
count had been reterred by the 
fovereign to a trial by a court mar- 
tial, but whofe intended trial had 
been fuperfeded by ama unanimous 
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opinion of the twelve judges, was 
fuppofed to have been more inti- 
mately concerned in occafioning the 
alteration of the mutiny bill, and 
was accordingly ftated by Mr. Pitt 
in the houfe of commons. Lord 
Sydney added that there were many 
military officers who were not 
* muftered,”? the term by which 
thofe liable to military law were 
defcribed in mutiny bills, fuch as 
gove. nors, lieutenant-governorsand 
others: and furely it could not bue 
be thought perfectly reafonable, that 
officers, likely to exercife command, 
fhould, for theirconduct during fuch 
exercife, become amenable to the 
trial of a court-maraal. 
Thefe inftances were not admit 
ted to be cafes in point by the 
lords in oppofition. General Stuare 
was indeed a major-reneral by bre- 
vet only; but he had a captain's 
commifiion tn the army, and receiv 
ed pay as fuch, and was’ of cohfe- 
quence a fubject perfeSily compe- 
ent to military trial The cafe of 
reneral Rofs was a cafe of that de- 
fcription of perfons, who neither 
were, nor ought to be, capable of 'a 
trial by court-martial. It was ob- 
ferved by lord Loughborough, that, 
according to the conflitution of this 
country, a ftanding army was ille- 
ral. The neceffities of the ftate 
fad indeed rendered the maintef- 
ance of fuch an army a matter of 
expediency ; but it had always been 
the fubjcct of extreme parliament- 
ary jealoufy. The mutiny bill was 
a bill which it behoved their lord- 
fhips to watch; and every, even 


“the flighteft alteration, in an act of 


this nature, ought to be well weizh- 
ed, and attentively confidered, be- 
fore it was adopted The arguinents 
of lord Svdney were too futile to be 
contlidered as the foundation of foim- 
portant a meafure; and lord Lough- 
borough muft therefore ftill remain 

E2 incapable 
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incapable of divining, upon what 
rational ground adminitiration reit- 
ed their proceedings, or could juiti- 
fy the innovation. People without 

oors, .he feared, would conftrue it 
into a fecret, but determined defign, 
in the prefent govermment, to fap 
the conititution ; and would appre- 
hend that they were proceeding by 
rapid ftrides to effect their purpole. 


-They one day, none knew upon 


what pretence, took away the rnal 


by jury from a large defcription of 


fubjects at home; and another day 


they did the fame with refpect to a 


fet of gentlemen who were ferving 
their country in India. Severe was 
the hardfhip of fubjecting men in 
civil life to be tried by courts-mar- 


tial, not only for offences at this 


time known and defined in the ar- 
ticles of war, but for offences as 
yet unknown, and which the fove- 
reign had hereafter the power to 
create. Too manifeft was the in- 
juttice of fuch treatment towards 
perfons, who defired no emolument 
from the rank which they held in 


athe army. On this occafion he 


confidered it as his indifpenfible 
dury, to advife government, unlefs 
they had determined upon a mere 
wanton exercife of power, upon an 
action to fhow that all law was to 
Originate in their pleafure, nor pre- 
Cipitately to embrace a proceeding 
pregnant with the moft fatal con- 
fequences. 

‘fhe carl of Sandwich expreffed 
his furprife that an innovation of 
fuch an alarming magnitude fhould 
be received with indifference. For- 
merly any extenfion of the mutiny 
bill would have fex the people in a 
flame, It was no uncommon thing 
for noblemen and people of family 


_te take out a brevet commiffion for 


Various purpoies, as a matter of con- 
venience, or for.a temporary object. 


Elie had himfelf done {fo in the vear 


1745, when feveral other peers gg 
well as he, raifed regiments and 
went againft the rebels. Was jg 
fair, that upon this account he 
fhould be deprived of his birth. 
right and be refufed a trial by his 
peers? Was it the intention of ad. 
miniftration to make ufe of this 
odious provifion, as a threat in ter 
rorem over the members of that 
houfe, and as a means of mould; 
parliament to their purpofes ? The 
amendment of lord Stormont being 
rejected, upon a divifion, ayes 42, 
noes 18, it was renewed in a i 
ferent form, firit by lord Lough 
borough, and then by vifcount 
Townfhend. It was fupported by 
the duke of Manchefter, the earl 
of Carliile, lord Rawdon, and lord 
Portchefter ; and was. oppofed b 
lord Thurlow and the earl of Ef. 
fingham. 

An object, which engroffed much 


of the attention of parliament and 7 
the public, during the period of | 
which we are treating, related 
to the plan of fortifications, which | ~ 


had originally been fuggetted by 
the duke of Richmond. As a mat. 
ter of revenue it had been the defign 
to vote for this purpofe 50,cool. per 
annum, till the whole fhould be 
completed, or fhould be brought 
into a condition of confiderable > 
wardnefs, But this dejign was ine 
terrupted in confequence of a dif 
pofition, difplayed by a confiderable 
party in the houfe of commons, 
and by the country gentlemen, to 
difapprove of the meafure, In the 
preceding feffion, in confequence 


of the immediate fuggeftion of cv | 


lone] Burré, a board of land and 


fea officers was prepofed to be ape | 


pointed to invefligate the merits 


the fyftem; and, in the mean tims, | 


not only no additional fum was 
voted for the purpofe in the com 
mittce of fupply, but it was agreed 


by 
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by adminiftration, that the fum of 

c,oo7l. voted in the year 1784, 
but not yet expended, fhould be re- 
ferved, till the matter had under- 
gone a complete invettigation. The 
board of officers was appointed un- 
der his majetty’s fign manual on 
the thirteenth of April 1785. The 
names, which were satel pro- 
pofed as ftanding at the head of this 
lift, were general Conway, lord Am- 
herft and lord vifcount Townfhend ; 
but each of thefe thought proper 
to decline taking any fhare in the 
bufinefs, in confequence of the 
duke of Richmond, their junior as 
an officer, being appointed to pre- 
fide at the board. The names of 
thofe who actually aflifted were 
lieutenant - generals earl Percy, 
earl Cornwallis, tir Guy Carleton, 
fir William Howe, fir David Lind- 
fay, fir Charles Grey, lord George 
Lenox and John Burgoyne, toge- 
ther with fix major-generals. The 
naval officers were, vice-admirals 
Barrington and Milbank, rear-ad- 
mirals Graves and lord Hood, to- 
gether with captains Hetham, Mac- 
bride, Bowyer, Luttrel, fir John 
Jervis, and tir Andrew Snape Ham- 
mond. Their report was made to 
the king on the 24th of June fol- 
lowing. 

The eftimate of the ordnance was 
brought up in the committee of fup- 
ply on the tenth of February; and 
upon this occafion Mr. Pitt thought 
proper to give fome account to the 
houfe of the proceedings of the 
board of officers, and of the nature 
of their report. He paid many com- 
pliments to the names of the officers, 
and to the fincerity and affiduity 
with which they had exerted them- 
{elves in the bufinefs. Several fpe- 
cific fubjects were originally pro- 
pofed to them for their enquiry, 
among which they were particular- 
ly called upon to afcertain, whe- 
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ther our dock-yards at Plymouth 
and Portfmouth could be thought 
fafe and defenfible in the event of 
war, by a naval force alone, by a 
military force alone, or by a naval 
and military force combined. To 
this their anfwer was, that ntither 
a naval nor a military force, nor 
even an union of both, were by 
any means a fuflicient fecurity for 
the dock-yards, independent of for- 
tification. They were farther di- 
rected toexamine whether the plans 
of fortification propofed by the maf- 
ter general of the ordnance were 
fufficiently calculated for the pur- 
pofe, and were fuch as were eli- 
gible to be adopted. To this they 
had replied, that, on the moft ma- 
ture deliberation and diligent en- 
uiry, the plans alluded to were 
thought pertectly adequate to the 
detence intended, “ were the 
moft cligible that could be fuggetl- 
ed, not only as being the leatt ex- 
pentive in the conftruction, but al- 
fo as requiring a {malier force to 
man them, .han any other that coul& 
be propofed. ‘They likewife receiv’ 
ed initructions to report to the king 
fuch other remarks as might occur 
to them, independently of the par- 
ticular points fpecifically felected, 
and which they might think con- 
ducive to the public advantage in 
that department ; and they had con- 
fequently fuggeficd many ufeful 
hints of a mifcellaneous and gene- 
ral nature, which he trafted might 
be employed to confidevable advan- 
tage. After their report had been 
completed, the plans had been far- 
ther referred to the board of en- 
gineers, with directions to eitimate 
the expence of carrying them into 
execution, This etlimate he had 
now brought up tor the information 
of the houfe; but they mui fee 
how imprudent it would be for bim 
to lay before the public a matter of fo 
E 3 ferious 
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{erious and delicate a nature, as the 
report of the naval and miitary of- 
ficers refpeécting fo important a fub- 
jeét as the defence of our dock- 


yards, 
The adverfarics of the fortifica- 


tions were by no means fatisfied’ 


with the withholding entirely the 
report of the board of officers, 
though they admitted the propricty 
there might be for rejerving cer- 
tain parts which it might not be fafe 
publicly to divulge, Mr, Sheridsn 
obferved, that, unlefs fuch a diferi- 
mination were made, and unlefs the 
yeport were in fome degree brought 
betore the houie, they were exactly 
in the fame fituation, in which they 
had ftood before their board was 
appointed ; and initead of having 
the queftion fully before them as 
Mr. Pitt had promifed, not on the 
affertion of an individual, of a mi- 
nifter, or of any man in office, but 
on the authority of a number of 
naval and military officers of known 
character, experience and integrity, 
they would ftill have noth ne but 
the baie affertion of the minilicr, as 
a guide to their judgment, He 
would not entertain a doubt but 
that Mr. Pitt intended to be accu- 
rate in his ftatement, and that he 
had delivered what he conccived to 
be a correct account of the outlines 
of the report. But the repoye 
might be liable to different conitruc- 
tions, and it was neceflary that the 
houfe fhould be enabled to judge 
of i: by actual infpeion. 

The obfervations ef Mr. She- 
ridan were ftren. thened by general 
Burgoyne, who thought bimfelf 
obliged in fome meafure to take care, 
left, in confequence of a reprehen- 
fible filence, he fhould be confider- 
éd as admitting the fugveiticns of 
Mr. Pitt in their urmost extent, as 
a correct reprefentation of the re- 


port of the board. He hoped and 
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trufted the minifter would lay be. 
fore the houle as much of. the re. 
port, as might be fubmitted to pub, 
lic perufal without violation of dif, 
cretion, or danger to the fate, 
Unlefs this were done, it was im. 
potlible for the houfe to determine 
judtly with regard to the feniiments 
of the members ofthe beard. Ie 
was well known that cafes hy 

thetically put, admitted only of a 
direct anfwer given under the ad- 
miffion of the hypothelis. It re. 
mained to be afcertained, whether 
the cafe, which was put hypothetis 
cally, was a cafe futhcientiy within 
probability to deferve attention, 
ile would by no means b.tray any 
late fecret, or be puilty of a breach 
of the confidence, under the feal of 
which he icod as a member of the 
board in queftion ; but without 
fearing to incur this imputation, he 
would fay, tnat leveral of the cafes 
which ha. been fubmitted were 
mere potiuiati, an’ were hypothe. 
tically as extravagant, as if it were 
alked, ** Suppote by fome flrange 
convuilion of nature that the 
firatts between Dover and Calais 
fhovid be no more, and that the 
coais fhoula meet and unite, would 
it not be politic, expedient and abe 
foluec'y neceilary to tortity the 
iithmus, or neck of land hetweeq 
France and Eneland?’? General 
Burgoyne had ever entertained a 
high opinion of the military ikill 
of the duke of Richmond; but he 
had found him more expert and 
feicntific in engineering than his 
partialiiy had fugvefled ; and of 
conieguence, though he had {pent 
a great part af his lite in the prace 
tice of tactics, he had returned 
from the board with trefh informa 
tion upon the fubject. ‘There was 
a mode, general Burgoyne obferved, 
of conftructing a fyllogifm, by mule 
tiplying and branching out the 


mag 
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ynain propofition into numerous 
others, and placing it in a variety 
of points of view by means of quef- 
tions, fo put, that human reafon 
could not withhold its affent to any 
one of the particulars, and yet the 
mind of every man would revolt 
from the general refult. Upon this 
occafion he flattered himte!f the 
houfe would give him credit for not 
confidering the quettion rel: itive to 
the fortifications with any party 
impreffion or bias. The quetlion 
was beyond the reach of party ; 
jt was in his mind the moft import- 
ant and the moft interefiing, whe- 
ther confidered as a queidon 
fcience, of revenue, or of conflitu- 
tion, that was ever fubmitted to the 
decifion ot parli: nent. 

It appeared } in the progrefs of the 
butinefs, that the objections of ge- 
neral Burgoyne had been {upported 
by earl Percy, and that their opi- 
nions had been in many refpects 
hoitile to the intended fyttem ; 
though they were charged by Mr. 
Pitt with inconfittency, in having 
given, to the earlicr guctiions that 
were offered to them, ‘rs fa- 
vourable to the ideas of the duke of 
Richmond. Captain Macbride, one 
of the naval officers vas pointed 
in his condemnation . the whule 
fyitem, and his affertion of the 
uticr inutility of all kinds of forti- 
fication for the national defence; 
and he aflured the houfe that his 
opinion had alfo the fanction of 
adiniral Farrington, ‘The majority 
however of the board, appears to 
have been greatly in favour of the 
fyiiem, and there was in no cafe, 
to the quetlions that were put, 
either to the naval or military ofh- 
cers, an entry of more than three 
ciffents out of the whole number. 

The dijputes, that were thus ex- 
cited reipecting the real opinions of 
the members of the board, appear 
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to have given additional animation 
to the leaders of either party ; and 
Mr. Sheridan was fo fanguine as to 
declare, that, if the papers that were 
demanded from adminittration were 
granted, and if they bore out Mr. 
Pitt in the reprefentation he had 
made of the report in all its parts, 
he wou'd for one abandon all idea 
of oppofing the propofal of fuffer- 
ing the money in queftion to be 
applied to the fortifications. Mr. 
Pitt in return, took up the pledge 
of Mr. Sheridan, and replied, that, 
if it fhould ultimately Appear that 
the report of the board of officers 
did not fully and explicitly juttify 
the meafure, he would himfelf ens 
tirely relinquich it, and not require 
a filling from parliament for the 
purpofe ” of carrying it into execu- 
tion. Mr. Viner, on the thirteenth 
of February, moved a call of the 
houfe, for the purpofe of giving 
greater folemnity to this important 
deliberation. ‘The motion how- 
ever was oppofed by Mr. Pirt, as 
calculated to create an unnecefflary 
delay ; and the houfe having dt- 
vided, the numbers appeared, ayes 
54, noes 100. The greater part of 
the papers that were demanded were 
cranted by adminiftration, and the 
quettion was not brought forward 
for ultzmate decifion, oll a fortnight 
fubfequent to the motion of Mr. 
Viner 

On this occafion Mr. Pitt ob- 
ferver , that it had been his original 
, to bave fuffered the mat- 
ter of the fortifications to have been 
decided by a fort of indirect vore in 
the committee of fupply; but, from 
the extraordinary degree of cenfare 


intention 


and animadverfion it had a rien- 
ce 1. and from the determined o >»ppo- 
fition which tt feemed to be the in- 


tention ot many 10 exert, he was 
induced to with, that a different 
method of arguing the queftion 

£4 fhould 








92 
fhould be adopted, and that the 
matter flould be bro ght torward 
jn the moft fpecific and folemn man- 
ner. He accordingly moved a re- 
folution, ‘* that it appeared to the 
houfe, that to provide effectually 
for fecuring the dock yards of 
Portfmouth avd !'lymouth by a per- 
manent fy fem oi fortifi.aiion, found- 
ed upon the moti oe onomical prin- 
ciples, and requiring the fmallett 
number of troops poflible to aniwer 
the purpofe of fuch fecunty, was 
an effential object for the faety of 
the (late, intimately connected with 
the general defence of the kingdom, 
and nec fiury to enable the fleet to 
aét with full vigour and effect, for 
the protection of commerce, the 
{upport of our diftant poffeffions, 
and the profecution of offeniive 
operations in any war, in which the 
nation might hereafter be engaged.” 

To prove the utility of the forti- 
fications, Mr. Pitt appealed to the 
‘unfortunate and calamitous fitua- 
tion in which we were placed in the 
late war. A contiderable part of 
our fleet was contined to our ports, 
in order to protect our dock yards ; 
and thus we were obliged, to do 
what Great Bnitain had never be- 
fore done, to carry on a defenfive 
war, a war, in which we were un- 
der the neceflity of wafing our 
refources, and impairing our ftrength 
without any profpect of any poifible 
benefit by which to mitigate our 
ditrefs, Mr. Pitt felt the quettion 
to be a portion of that mcmentous 
fytiem, which challenged from its 
mature the vigilance and fupport of 
every adininiftration. Shame and 
affliction were brought upon us by 
the American war. Was the houie 
ready to ftand refponfible to pofle- 
rity, for a repetition of fimilar mif- 
fortunes and difgrace ? Weve they 
willing to take upon themfelves the 
hazard of tranimitiing tg the next 
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generation the dangers and cala, 
mities which they had themfelyeg 
fo bitterly experienced ? 

Mr. Pitt obfe: ved, thar the quef. 
tion was not now for the firit time 
to be difculled, and that from what 
had paficd in the houfe in the laf 
fetfion he thought there was ye 
little room, compatibly with cop. 
fiftency of conduct, for the op 
fition which was intended to be 
given to the prefent meafure. Pap. 
liament had then feemed to be 
aware, that they were nat competent 
to fuch an enquiry, as was neceffa 
towards forming a proper judgment 
upon the fubject. It had “been on 
all hands agreed that it was ing 
great meafure a queftion of con. 
fidence, and they had therefore ac. 
quiefced in his propofal of fendin 
it to the arbitration of a board of 
land and fea officers, to be confts 
tuted for that exprefs purpofe. The 
board had confited of every thin 
that was great and refpectable in 


the two profeifions, and they had | 


given to the tubjeét a higher degree 
of contideration and refearch, than 
had ever been known on fuch an 
occafion in any other age or coun. 
try. ‘The report, which had been 
made, was in itfelf fo direét and 
conclutive as to the neceflity of the 
meafure, that it ought completely to 
determine the queition, whatever 
authority it might be thought pro 
per to afcribe to the reafons that 
had been affigned of a collateral 
nature, 


Mr. Pitt was verv affiduous in 


removing the objections, that had 
been advanced in order to diminifh — 


the ciedit of the report. He ob 
ferved, that it had been imputed to 
adminiftration, that the inftructions 
given to the board of officers were 
luch, as confined them to the necel- 
fity of coming to one cerrain refult, 
by means of data propofed to theit 

cons 
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confideration, which were merel 
hypothetical, and afforded no lati- 
tude to them for the exercife of 
their judgment. But how was it 
poffible this fhould be the cate, 
when the two firit data if granted, 
decided upon the neceflity of eita- 
blifhine fortifications, and when 
the whole board were unanimous 
in admitting them? Was it credi- 
ble, that fuch men could have been 
duped by chimerical hypothefes, fo 
abfurd and extravagant as to be 
tantamount to a convulfion of na- 
ture? The principal data upon 
which feveral parts of the report 
proceeded, were alfo not the original 
data referred to the board; but 
fuch as they thought neceflary to 
introduce, and fubiticute, as a foun- 
dation for their ultimate opinions. 
The objection upon which fome 
reliance had been placed refpecting 
the diffent of certain members of 
the board, had already been fuflici- 
ently invettigated. Earl Percy and 
general Burgoyne had joined with 
the reft of the board in the firtt 
opinions, with refpect to the necef- 
fity of tortifications , but they at- 
terwards by a fubfequent propoli- 
tion declared,that,though neceflary, 
they were ulelefs, becaufe we were 
not matters of a fufficient military 
force to man them. If this were 
the cafe, our fituation mutt be de- 
plorable in the extreme. Mr. Pitt 
felt himfelf in a painful firuation at 
being obliged to canvas the opinion 
of a nobleman in his abfence: the 
nation however need not defpond 
at the profpect, thus unintentional- 
ly, he was convinced, prefented to 
them by the nobleman in quettion, 
The papers, laid upon the table in 
confequence of motions made by 
the enemies of the meafure, clearly 
refuted this opinion. It appeared, 
that in the year 1779 we had about 
fifty three thoufand men in Eng- 
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land, who were conftantly and uni* 
formly increafing, till, inthe year 
1782, they amounted to feventy- 
one thoufand. Befide all this our 
forces in Great Britain bore fcarce- 
ly any proportion to thofe, which 
we were obliged todiftributethrough 
our then extenfive dominions, and 
which, from our prefent fituation, 
it was not likely would be fo much 
feattered in a future war. It was 
theretore abfurd to imagine, as 
fome perfons had done, that an 
neceflity would enfue from this 
meature of augmenting the ftanding 
army. ‘The board of officers had 
declared, that the plan of fortifica- 
tion propofed, was not only the bett 
calculated for the defence of the 
dock yards, but thar it was fuch as 
was capable of being ferved with 
the finalleft number of troops. The 
had added vet a farther tre. hes 
ation, and affirmed, that the fyttem 
was calculated even in an unfinifh- 
ed and imperfect ftate, to afford 
great means of defence, and that 
every part of the fortifications, 
though wantine all other affifance, 
would prove highly advantageous 
and ufeful. a 
It had been one objeMion with 
the enemies of the fyitem, that the 
idea of fortification was new and 
unprecedented in this country. But 
this affertion Mr. Pitt was prepared 
to combat in the moit direct and 
pofitive manner. He appealed to the 
itatutes of king Henry the Eighth, 
for the truth of his obfervation. 
The fame policy was obferved by 
ueen Elizabeth, and formed a con- 
fiderable part of the defence pro- 
vided by that great princes againit 
the expected attack of the armada. 
During the reign of the houfe of 
Stuart, the fame fyflem was occa- 
fionally continued. Under queen 
Anne, when the victories of the 
Britith arms were forming the ad- 
mivation 
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miration of Europes our anceflors 
did not think it incompatible with 
their fame. qr their liberties, to ap- 

ly a confiderable fum to the foru- 

ing the moit vulnerable parts of 
their coats. In the war before the 
lait, not iodeed the lait war, the 
war of contraft with the lalt, a pe- 
riod to which it might be iuppoted 
be was foewhat partial, a war in 
which the name of Britain was ex- 
alted above the higheft and the 
proudeft of the nations, the fame 
fytiem of policy had been purfued, 
and the idea of fortifications had 
been extended even to fo inconfi- 
derable a place as Milford-haven 
in South Wales. 

As to the expence attending the 
building of the works, he flattered 
himfelf, that bis fentiments on the 
finances of |is country were nota 
back ground figure in his political 
character, It was too well known 
how muh his feel: gs were envag- 
ed, not only by the duties of his 
ftation, and the propentiies of his 
mind, vul by contiderations of his 
perfonal reputaticn, which was 
deeply commited in the quefion, 
to exert every nerve, to arm all 
his vigilance, and to concertre 
his effort. toward: that great objeét, 
by which alone we could have a 
profpect of traniimitting to our po- 
fleriiy chat fource of eafe and coms 
fort of which ourfelves were in 
want, an efficient finking tund for 


the liq ication of the national debt. 
But he was not to be feduced bv 
the plauitdl: anc popular, he would 


change hi- language, and fay the 
facred name of aeconomy, to fore- 
- oo | ° 
thse reslity, and tor the fake of 
adding a tew hundred thoufands 
more tO the finkine fund, render 
perhaps for ever abortive the jink- 
ny tund itielf, 
Mr. Pitt obferved, that there was 
a couiderasion which ought to have 
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‘more weight than any other, ang 


this was, that the fortifications, be, 
ing calculated to afford complete 
fecurity to the dock-yards, woul 
enable our fleet to go on remote 
fervices, and carry on the opera 
tions of war at a diftance, without 
expofing the materials and feeds of 
future navies to deftruction by the 
invalion of an enemy. It had beeg 
infinuated that the fecond datum ig 
the inftructions had proceeded upon 
the fuppotition of the fleets bei 

abfent tor an improbable time. The 
fleet had been abfent in the laf 
war for a time, nearly equal to 
that which was fuppofed, upon a 
fervice with which this count 

could not have difpenfed withour 
facrificing the moft brilliant fuccefs 
of the war. Had we been thenia 
fear of an attack upon our coats, 
which from reafons, not proper to 
be mentioned, we happened not to 
be, Gibraltar and the renown of 
detending it mutt have been for 
ever lott. 
foreign expeditions, that we might 
lofe the aid of our fleet in cafe af 
an invafion; it might fo happea, 
that the fips, though in the very 
channel, might be prevented by 
contrary winds, tides, and other 
contingencies, i: >m arriving to the 
aifiltance ard relief of the dock 
yards. Uponthe whole Mr. Pit 
thought the prefent quefiion was 
rather to be confidered, as conned: 
ed with our naval eftablifhmeat, 
than with thofe either of the army 
or the ordnance. Were it to be 
alked, why the fum to be required 
tor thefe tortifications had not been 
demanded for flrengthening the née 


vy, he would fairly anfwer, tha] 
the money, which would prove ful J 
ficient to accomplith theie works | 


would not build fo many {hips as 
would ferve for the defence of ov 
moit valuable harbours. There.w# 


belides 


But it was not only by § 
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befides a certain degree beyond 
which the navy of this country 
could not go. ‘There was a certain 
number of fhips beyend which fhe 
could neither build nor man any 
more. The true limit he could not, 
nor would it be proper for him to 
alfign ; yet in the nature of things 
fuck ba limit muft exift. But there 
could never be any line drawn, to 
reflrain the fecurity which we ought 
to provide for our  dock- yare Se 

What could be the reafon, that 
made gentlemen “on the other fide 
of the houfe fo anxious to impede 
the meafure? Were they bold 
enough, to ftake themfelves upon a 
queflion of fuch awful maguitude, 
and to ftand forward with “decided 
vehemence as the oppofers of a 
meafure, which parliament, think- 
ing itfelf incompetent to ferutinize, 
had referred to the higheft profef- 
fional authority, and about which 
the minitiers of the crown, who 
could have no perfonal feelings upon 
the dubject, except fuch, as, from 
coniiderations of their own eafe 
and advantage, were hoflile to the 
proceeding, declared themfelves to 
be fo much interefted, as to be un- 

able to rett upon their pillows {o 

long as it remained in fufpenfe ? 
Mr. Pitt called upon the houfe to 
beware how they fuffered them- 
felves lightly to “be dr awn into a 
line of conduét, which might involve 
their poiterity in accumu A ited evils; 
and he fuggetted to their recollec- 
ion the remorfe which they mutt 
feel, it they fhould hereafter find, 
that they had by an ill-timed per- 
tinacity upon the prefent occafion 
brought upon their country cala- 
mity and ruin. 

‘Phe oppot tion to the meafure of 
the fortifications was opened bv the 
country gertiemen. Mr. Baftard 
animadverted with much freedom 
upon the manner in which the 
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board of enquiry had been infti-’ 
tuted, and the manceuvre by which 
three of its moft fkilful members 
had been excluded from taking their 
feats. He treated the fcheme of 
fortifications of the duke of Rich- 
mond as not lefs chimerical and 
vifionary, than the romantic abfurd- 
ities of Don Quixote. Fle dwelt 
with par ticular lorce upon the dane 
gee that he conceived would refule 
to the conititution, and upon the 
defertion, which wouldthus be ex- 
hibited inthe face of the world, of 
our natural defence, and the wood- 
en walls of England. ‘The nation 
had always entertained an extreme 


jealoufy ‘of whatever looked like 


an increafe of the ftanding army. 
Vith re{pect to the militia, our 
more favourite defence, had it not 
derived its greateft recommendation 
from the circumftance of its mem- 
bers mixing fo much with the peo- 
ple in their houfes, and thus pre- 
ferving their character as citizens, 
rather than holding themfelves out 
foldiers ? The militia indeed 
had been called the fch ol of the 
army; and this undefirable de- 
feription would beeome fully juiti- 
fied by our fhutting them up in 
fortrefies, and keeping r them fepas 
rate fea their fellow fubjecis. 
Yher ftrong holds might then be 
denominated feminaries tor foldiers, 
verfities for Preetorian bands. 
Mr. Pattard felt little difficul'y in 
difcovering, that the great object 
was to relinquifh tha: method of 
defence, which from the prudent 
choice and fanction of our 
had rifen into importance ond 
lebrity. He for one coul 
preis his indignation at the 
tearine the enfion of Pri 
fron) the mat he 
the flandard of 
military ¢ 
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was decidedly againft his fy ftem ; 
that the deicription of perfons, 
by whom he would find himfelf op- 

fed this day, were not actuated 

y party motives, OF with a view 
to factious purpofes ; and that they 
flood up the impartial and inde- 

ndent advocates of their couniry. 

Sir William Lemon purfued the 
objections of Mr. Baftard ; and par- 
ticularly obferved how ill-timed it 
was, to recommend a plan of forti- 
fications to the houfe, when it had 
not yet been afvertained whether 
our conittitutional force, the milica, 
was to be called out annually or 
not. He did not impute any ill 
detign to the prefeat adminiiir tion ; 
but he conceived, that, inthe hands 
of a weak prince and of wicked 
minifters, the propofed fy item might 
grow into a formidable engine of 
prerogative, and be turned againtt 
the treedom and conttitution of 
Britain. Mr. Walwyn, lately eleét- 
ed men ber for the city of Hereford, 
begged leave to recommend it to 
Mr. Pitt voluntarily to abandon a 
meafure, to which the public in ge- 
neral were extremely averle. He 
fail that report had confidently at- 
firmed, that the fentiments of the 
minifter were not with the fyitem, 
and that he was by no means its 
fincerve advocate » and he hoped the 
seport Was truce. Viicuunt Mahon 
juitified the meafure, and refted its 
defence in particular upen the cir- 
cumtiance, that the neceifiry of for- 
tifications was admitted on all hands, 
and that the true queition lay be- 
tween the exilling fortifications, 
which required a very large body 
of troops to man them, and the 
plan of the duke of Richmond, 
the tendency of which was to de- 
creafe the nuinber of troops that 
would be iequifite, and which 
theretore ought to be a favourite 
with thoie perfons who entertained 

2 





a conftitutional. jealoufy of a ftand, 
ing army. ‘The fyftem was farther 
defended by lord Hood, fir Charles 
Middleton, captain Berkeley, ca 
tain Bowyer, captain Luttrel, Mr, 
Hawkins Browne, and Mr, Duy 
das. Jt was oppofed by general 
Burgoyne, Mr. Marfham, Mr, 
Wyndham, Mr. Courtenay, lord 
North and Mr. Fox. 

Captain Macbride treated the 
whole contruction of the report ig 
a ftyle of the moft farcattic ridicule, 
He atiirmed, that the duke of Rich. 
mond had employed the mott afto. 
nifhing art and fineffe to endeavour 
to warp the opinions of the naval of. 
ficers in favour of his fyftem. Fail. 
ing in that, he had recourfe toa 
piece of mummery, which the cap. 
tain defcribed, and which had ex 
fed the mafter-general to the midi. 
cule of the whole country. The 
conduct of the duke through the 
whole progrefs of the affair was 
utterly unprecedented. He rather 
guided and dictated the decifions, 
than mercly prefided in the affem- 
bly. It had been the firft board of 
officers that ever was con‘lituted, 
where queflion and anfwer came 
from the prefident and the fenior 
members. _In every other cafe the 
junior officer gave his opinion fir; 
in this the eftablifhed mode of pro 
ceeding was completely reverfed. 

Colonel Barre renewed upon this 
ocealion the oppofition he had for 
merly given to the fyftem of the 
duke of Richmond. He obferved, 
that, when the houfe had done him 
the honour to adopt his advice in 
the latt feflion, he certainly had not 
intended by a board of land and 
fea officers, a paltry, narrow, Cif 
cumicribed plan, that fhould relate 
only to two particular fpots of the 
iland. He had had in his contem- 
plition the conduct of the wifelt 
princefs that ever reigned, who at 
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a period of extreme peril had taken 
advantage of the collected wifdom 
of every thing that was expe- 
rienced in both fervices in her kings 
dom. The board, which he had 
wifhed to fee inftituted, was a board 
of great, refpectable and inde- 
pendent characters ; men, who had 
no vote to give, no favours to look 
for, no frowns to fear; men, who 
would have done their duty without 
the confideration of whom the re- 
fult would gratify, and whom it 
would difpleafe. Their object was 
to have been to enquire into and 
report the beit mode of defence of 
the kingdom. They would have 
acted upon a large fcale, and taken 
an extenfive furvey of the whole. 
They would not have comprefled 
their bufinefs into ten days at Portf- 
mouth,and ten days at Plymouth, but 
would have employed a due pro- 
sortion of time in the deliberate 
difcharge of their duty. The duke 
of Richmond, colonel Barre ac- 
knowledged, had great abilities, and 
great affiduity. He was acute, ici- 
entifical, and a perfect mafter of 
argument in debate. No wonder 
that he was too much fora fet of 
brave officers, whofe chicf fkill was 
to out with their lower deck tier and 
make ready for action. No won- 
der that the refpectable officers who 
had conftituted the board, whofe 
characters he revered, and to whofe 
authority he bowed in fubmitlion, 
were found incapable to cope with 
the duke ina logical conteft. The 
colonel paid a very high compli- 
ment to the integrity and abilities 
of Mr. Pitt. He could not account 


for his having taken fo active a part 
in the recommendation of fo wild 
and ufclefs a project, but by fup- 
pofing that his confcience had been 
furprited, and that he alfo had 
fallen a facrifice to the fophillry of 
the mafter-geueral. 


Mr. Sheridan particularly dif. 
tinguifhed himielt in this debate, 
He immediately followed lord vif- 
count Mahon; and he profefied his 
fincere belief, that this nobleman 
would not vote for the meafure in 
difcutfion, but upon the fuppofition 
that its tendency was to diminifh 
the military power of the crown. 
Upon this ground theretore he 
would meet him, and he was fan- 
guine enough to imagine, that he 
might be induced to alter the opi- 
nion he had delivered, unlefs he were 
re(trained from exercifing his free 
judgment upon the fubject. This 
apprehenfion indeed might be con- 
ceived, trom the horror which lord 
Mahon had lately expretied of a 
tory foe in another place, who both 
by fap ahd by tiorm had affailed 
thofe conftitutional bulwarks, which 
this nobleman had fo zcaloufly en. 
deavoured to erect tor the defence 
of the rights of election. It was 
not unnatural to prefume, that lord 
Mahon might have entered isto a 
ferious compact with the duke of 
Richmond, his former ally on the 
fubject, for reciprocal affittance in 
their twotavourite objects, by which 
lord Mahon was peremptorily to 
fupport the plan of fortitying the 
dock. yards in that houfe, or the 
duke of Richmond would no long- 
er engage to aflift him in fortifying 
the conttitution in the other. 

Mr. Sheridan entered at fome 
length into the part of the argu- 
ment which related to the confiitue 
tions When we talked of a confti- 
tutional jealoufy of the military 
power of the crown, what was the 
real object to which we pointed our 
fufpicion ? What, but that it was 
in the nature of kings tolove power, 
and in the conftitution of armies to 
obey kings. This doubtkfs was 
plain {peaking upon a delicate fub- 
ject, but the circumftances of the 
queilion 
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queflion demanded it ; and he could 
not be fufpecied of alluding in the 
{mallett degree cither to the preient 
monarch on the throne, or to the 
army now under his command. 
The potlible exiitence however of 
finifter intentions and unfavourable 
circumfiances, was that, which muft 
enter into the mind of every man 
when he admitted an argument up- 
on the fubject. Li this were not 
the cafe, we buriefqued and derided 
the wifdem of our ancettors in the 
provifions of the bill of rights, and 
made a mockery of the falutary and 
facred referve, with which for a li- 
mited peried we annually entrufled 
the executive magiftrate with the 
defence of the country. But this 
being admitted te be the ground of 
proceeding, what was it to which 
our attention fhould be direéted ? 
Were our apprehenfions to point 
only at the lengih of the mutfter- 
roll?; Were we to calculate the 
number of foldiers the king could 
engamp at Hounflow ; or the force 
of the detachment he might {pare 
to furreund the lobby of the houte 
of commons? No: the jet and 
fubiiance of the quettion lay here ; 
in what fituation would the king 
and his evil advifers find them- 
felves in a flate of the greateit force 
and preparation, and moit likely to 
receive the {upport of the military ? 
Tn this point of view would no ftrefs 
« be given to the great and import- 
ant diftinction which had been 
urged, between troops elected and 
feparated from their tellow-citizens 
in garrifons and forts, and men 
living {cattered and entangled in 
+ all the common duties and connec- 
tions of their countrymen? The 
fact was, that thefe ftrong military 
holds, if maintained as they mutt 
be in peace by tull and difciplined 
~garrifons, would in truth promife 
te fold the means of curbing and 
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fubduing the country, that coulf 
arife even from doubling the pre. 
fent eitablifhment, with this extra. 
ordinary aggravation, that thof 
very naval ftores and magazines, 
the feeds and fourees of future nq. 
vies, the effectual prefervation of 
which was the pretence for thefe 
unaffailable forirefles, would in tha 
cafe become a pledge and hoflag 
in the hands of the crown: acti. 
cumftance, which, tn a country like 
this, muft infure an uncondition. 
al fubmiffion to the moft extrava 
gant claims that defpotifin could 
dictate. 

Mr. Sheridan however affer‘ed, 
that nothing could prove more fal. 
lacious than the idea, that a fyitem 
of detence by fortilications could 
terminate in a retrenchment of the 
ftanding army. The grand fallacy 
of this argument muft be obvious to 
every one in the fuppofition, that 
the iyfiem was to end with Portf. 
mouth and Plymouth, and that the 
rexfoning, upon which the exten 
five works for thofe places were 
juitified, would not apply to other 
parts of the kingdom. To refute 
this idea, it was fimply neceffary 
to fuppofe the fame board of off- 
cers, acting under the fame inftrue- 
tions and deliberating with the fame 
data, going a circuit round the 
the coafts of the kingdom. It was 
fupertluous to dwell upon the cit 
cumftances, that no longer permitted 
us to coniider Holland in futurg, 
otherwife than as a province of 
France, or that rendered it reafon 
able to look with an eye of appre 
henfion to the neighbouring coak | 
belonging tothe emperor, It was not 
poflible for the houfe to remain at 
a lofs to difcover various places, be- 
fides Chatham and Sheernefs where 
extenfive lines had actually been 
begun under the aufpices of the 
duke of Richmond, which maf 
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necefarily be provided for accords 
ing to the new fyitem. He wifhed, 
that fome pe rfon would undertake 
to compute the ftationary detence 
neceflary for fuch places, wn addi- 
tion to the twenty two thoufand 
men demanded for Portfmouth and 
Plymouth; to allow tor any moving 
force in the county; and then to 
“decide upon the chance, that this 
prolific fyftem would terminate ina 
reduction of the ftlanding army. 
With refpect to the probabili ty 
of our being able to furnifh men 
fur the conftant maintenance of 
thefe earrifons, he felt it requifite 
to obferve, that the argument had 
been not a reference to our prefeut 
peace eflablifhment, but to the ex- 
tent of the fervice during the molt 
extravagant penods of the lait war. 
This was in other words to hok! 


‘outa notion, that we might tpeed- 


ily a7ain look to a time, when we 


“Mould become able for the purpoafe 


of war to expend fifteen millions 
of monev in the courfe of a finele 
year. Was_it recollected ; thar at 
this very moment Mr. Pitt was 
holding out the reduction of a tesw 


‘hundred pounds ot debt as thetr:- 


umph of his adminiftration, and 
the corner itone of that pillar upon 
which his fame was to be embla- 
zoned ? He had reafoned however 
in 2 fallacious manner from his own 
premifes ; for, when he ftated the 
numerous armies which we had had 
upon the contment of America, as 
refources for the increate of our 
home defence, he ought to have 
taken into his account the enor 
mous floating efablifhment, which 
attended thofe armies, and which, 
being converted into an efficient na- 
val detence at home, would make 
both his foriifications and his gar- 
rifons unneceflary. : 

Mr. Sheridan remarked upon the 
great ftrefs which ! M; Pitt had laid 
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upon the, hiltory which’ he had 
given, of the rife and progrefs of 
fortifications in this iiland, taking it 
for granted, as a matter of courte, 
that what was not new mutt be con- 
ftitutional. Mr. Sheridan faid, that 
the true {cope of this hillory was to 
prove, that the nation had been ine 
variably deluded anddcfrauded upoa 
this usprincipled plea of fortifica- 
tiens; that much had been done 
and undone; that tchemes had been 
tried, that pro’ sectors had been em- 
ployed, that millions had been ipent, 
and the object was avowedly as di- 
ftant as ever. So that repeated 
proots of patt deeeption were the 
arguments which were urged for 
prefent confidence ;. and it was mo- 
deftly expecied that they would be- 
lieve, becaufe « point had been 
-conflantly attempted without fuc- 
cefs, that it was now certain.of be- 
ing wilely accomplithed. 

Nir. Pitt had th. ovn out a cen- 
fure upon the coalition adminiftra- 
‘tion, as having fupported the mea- 
‘ture when in office, which they now 
endeavoured to defeat when in o 


»pofition. Mr. Sheridan faid, that 


whether the minifer, as he had 
been detcribed by Mr. Luttrel, were 
that glorious orb whefe influence 
was to compentate toate nation ter 
the lois of a hemifphere, or whe 
ther his lutire were more glitte ring 
than fubttantial; whether he merig- 
ed the lefs comp!imentary language 
of colonel Barres, who had repit- 
fented his confcience as having been 
furprifed-in this bufinefs, or whe- 
ther he had capitulated upon regy- 
lar appro: iches; whether he had been 
fuccefstul in repelling the infinu- 
ation of Mr. Walwyn, that he was 
not in earnett in the caufe, by the 
vehemence of his manner, or had 
contirmed it by the weaknefs ef his 
argument; thefe queitions he would 
not cmbarrafs himéelf te determine. 
He 








to 


He would only obferve, that one 

of his conduct had moft afto- 
nifhingly efcaped the panegyric of 
his friends ; he meant the fpirit 
and enterprize, with which, taking 
his hint probably trom the fubject 
§n debate, he had endeavoured to 
carry the war into the enemics coun- 
try, and purfue meafures of offence 
and attack, while every pafs at 
home was left unfortitied and de- 
fencelefs. 

For what was the ground of this 
ftrenuous charge ? The late admi- 
niftration it fhould feem had fub- 
mitted a part of this very plan to 
the judgment of parliament, but 
at the defire of the houfe had with- 
drawn it for confideration. Now 
then, if, upon reconfideration, they 
had in any refpect altered their opt- 
nion, it was the g¢reffett incenfift- 
ency of conduct and dereliction of 

rinciple, ‘This was an extraor- 
Sears charge, and particularly 
from the perfon by whom it was 
urged. He had reconfidered many 
fubjects without afpiring to the me- 
rit of an obttinate adherence to his 
‘firft opinion. He had reconfidered 
his American intercourfe bill, and 
had publicly avowed his difappro- 
bation of every idea which he once 
entertained wpon the fubject. He 
had reconfidered his India bill, and, 
before it was engroffed, had fcarcely 
fuffered one word to remain, of 
which it was originally compofed. 
He had reconfidered his Irith refo- 
lutions in every part, provition and 
principle. Having firit cYered them 
to Ireland as a bounty, he had re- 
confidered the boon, and annexed 
a ptice to it; and then reconfidered 
his own recontideration, and aban- 
doned the condiions which he 
had at firit reprefented as indifpen- 
fible. In a word, his whole go- 
vernment had been one continued 
feries of rath propoiition, and un- 
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graceful eonceffion. With refpeg 
to the perfons with whom Mr, 
Sheridan acted, they had no occa. 
fion to refort to the juttification of 
having changed their minds, for 
they had never, even in the flighteg 
degree, committed themfelvesin any 
opinion or approbation of the pre. 
fent plan. 

Mr. Sheridan recurred to the 
pledge he had made in an earlier 
ttage of the bufinefs, and again 
afferted, thathe would rett contented 
to abide. by the decifion of the board 
of officers, if it could be fair 
fhown, that, upon a full invettiga. 
tion of the whole of the fubje@ 
propofed laft year in parliament to 
be fubmitted to their enquiry, and 
being left to their own free and 
unfettered judgment in forming the 
decifion, they had reported as their 
decided and unqualified opinion, 
that the plan propofed by the duke 
of Richmond, was a meafure which 
it became the wifdom and prudence 
of parliament to adopt. He could 
not however refufe to allow himéfelf 
in a few preliminary obfervations 
refpecting the conilruction of the 
board. Powerful, perhaps unane 
{werable objections, had been made 
to the appointment of the duke of 
Richmond to the office of prefident. 
Particular circumflances had been 
alluded to in the duke’s perfonal 
charaéter, and he was defcribed.as 
a man who had never been known 
to give up a point. Whether this 
were the cafe, or whether there 
Were fome principles of public pro- 
feflion, to which he had not very 
rigoroufly adhered, Mr. Sheridan 
would not undertake to decide, as 
he might be fufpected of fpeaking 
from party prejudices. There was 
however one charatterittic of the 
mind of the duke, which he thought 
might fairly be mentioned, as It 
had publicly been brought forwgl 
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by high authority in that houfe. 
li he were to reprefent the matier- 
general, as of a temper eager 10 
extravagance and vehement in the 
extreme, if he were to defcribe him 
asa perfon, who, having taken up a 


juft principle, was capable of de- 
feating all its falutary edects by 
connecting it with the mott flighty 
and prepotterous conclufions, Mr. 
Pitt would become the authority 
for his aflertion. The houfe could 
not fail to recolleét the manner, in 
which, during a former feflion, he 
had difcuffed the duke’s principles 
ef a parliamentary reform, and the 
terms of indignant ridicule, with 
which he had cautioned them againtt 
the fchemes of fo vifionary a pro- 
jector. If therefore Mr. Sheridan 
were arraigned for examining any 
plan of the duké of Richmond with 
a peculiar degree of jealoufy, he 
fhould leave his juftification in the 
abler hands of the minitfter. 

The duke however deferved the 
warmett panegyrics for the ttriking 
proofs he had given of his genius 
as an engineer, in the planning and 
conftructing the report in queition. 
The profetiional ability of the maf- 
ter-general fhone as confpicuoufly 
there, as 1t could do upon our coaits. 
He had made it an argument of 
poits, and had conducted his rea- 
foging upon principles of trigono- 
metry as well as logic. There were 
certain detached data, like advanced 
works, to keep the enemy at a di- 
Lance from the main object in de- 
bate. Strong provifions covered 
the tlanks of his aflertions; his very 
queries were in cafements - no im- 
preilion therefore was to be made 
upon this fortrefs of fophiftry by 
defultory obfervations, and it was 
neceflary to affail it by regular ap- 
Froaches. It was fortunate however, 
that, notwithitanding all the {kill 
that had been employed, the duke's 
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mode of defence upon paper was 
open to the fame objection, which 
had been urged againit his other 
fortifications ; and that, it his adver- 
fary got poffellion of one of his 
poits, it might be turned againit 
him, and employed as the means of 
fubduing his whole line of argue 
ment. 

The points, which Mr. Sheridan 
conceived might be diftinctly etta- 
blifhed from the document before 
the houfe, were, firit, that not one 
word, hint, or fuggeitiun on the 
pait of the naval officers, tending 
to give any approbation, either di- 
rectly or by implication, to the 
{fcheme of fortification, was to be 
found in that paper; but that on 
the contrary, the minutes which 
had been withheld contained their 
condemnation of the plan. He did 
not expect to hear it urged, that the 
refult of thofe minutes could not be 
commanicated, becaufe they were 
mixed with dangerous matters of 
intelligence. A fufficient decree of 
ingenuity had been fhown, in ex- 
tracting from the report whatever 
might be thought fayourable ro the 
propofed fyftem. It would be in- 
deed extraordinary, if, wherever the 
judgment was unfavourable, it 
fhould have been fo blended and 
complicated with matter of detail 
and dangerous difcuffion, that na 
chemical procefs in the ordnance 
elaboratory could poffibly feparate 
them; while on the contrary every 
approving opinion, like a light, 
fubtle, oily fluid, floated at the top 
at once, and the clumfielt clerk was 
capable of prefenting it to the 
houfe, pure and untinged by a 
fingle particic of the argument or 
information upon which it was 
foundrd. 

In the fecond place Mr. Sheri- 
dan muintained, that the opinion 
given by the land officers in — 
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of the plan, was hypothetical and 
conditional ; and that they had 
unanimoufly and invariably through 
the whole bufinefs refufed to. lend 
their authority to the data or fuppo- 
fitions, upon which that opinion was 
to be maintained. Latily, he con- 
ceived himfelf to be unanfwerably 
juttified in concluding, that the data 
themfelves were founded upon the 
fuppolition of events, fo improbable 
and de{perate, as to carry with them 


not only the imminent danger of 
Portfmouth and Plymouth, but of 


the actual conquett of the ifland. 
They fuppofed the Britith fleet to 
be abfent for the fpace of three 
months, an army of thirty or forty 
thoufand men to be ready on the 
enemy’s coait to invade this coun- 
try, and no force in Great Britain, 
to be capable of being collected in 
lefs than two months, to oppofe 
tiem. The utility of the fortit- 
cations in this cate, depend. 1 upon 
the enemies directing their attack 
only againft Portfmouth and Ply- 
mouth, and aflailing thefe places 
inthe very point where we weie 
prepared to meet them. ‘Taking 
this tor granted, the defence was 
fated in the report to be calculated 
only againft the force, and for the 
time exprefied in the data, fo that 
it was neceflary that our fleet fhould 
defeat the fuperior tlect of the ene- 
my, and return in fafety, other- 
wife it would obvioufly be in the 
power of the enemy to recruit his 
army, and to prolong the period of 
the attack. Thus we fhould have 
prepared a trong hold fer our foe, 
which under the circumftances that 
were fuppofed he would be enabled 
permanently to retain. 

Mr. Sheridan took notice of the 
infinuation of Mr. Battard, in the 
claim he had advanced to an unbi- 
affed and independent mode of con- 
duct. For himielt, he was happy 


that the bufinefs had worn fo little th 
appearance of party. He had prove; 
himfelf ready and anxious, a3 the 
perfons alluded to well knew, tor. 
fign the bufinefs in:o the hands gf 
the refpectable gentleman who haj 
fo ably brought it forward. Mr, 
Baftard had been wilhed to take the 
lead, becaufe that appeared to be 
one of the moft effectual means of 
warding off an injury from the 
country; otherwife, to be enlitting 
under leaders for the day, and court. 
ing the temporary ailiitance of any 
deicription of perfons in that houfe, 
would, in his opinion, prove a con 
duct equally undignitied and impo 
litic. He was contident however, 
that the country gentlemen were 
too liberal to fet a lefs value upon 
the fupport of his friends, becaufe 
it Was unaccompanied by adulation, 
and an endeavour to canvas for 
their future connection. * Let us,” 
added Mr. Sheridan, ¢ upon this 
night be firmly embodied in a caule 
we equally approve: let us do this 
great fervice to our country, thea 
feparate and feck oppofing camps. 
Let them return with the double 
triumph, if they will, of having 
conferred an important benefit on 
their conftituents and the nation, 
and a real obligation on the govern- 
ment. Let them have the credit 
with the public of having deteat- 
ed the minifter’s meature, and with 
his friends of having refcued him 
trom a perilous fituation. Leave 
us only the filent fatisfaction, that, 
without envying the reputation of 
thofe whom we were contented to 
follow, without being piqued by 
infinuations againit our motives, 
and without debating whether the 
minifter might not be ferved by out 
fuccefs, we gave an earnett and 
zealous aififtance in defeating 4 
meafure, which, under the {pecious 
pretence of fecuring our coalls, 
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firikes at the root of our great na- 
tional defence, and at the heart of 
the conftitution itfelf.”” 

The decifion of this important 
uettion was fearcely lefs membr- 
able, than the meafure itfelf, upon 
the execution of which the houfe of 
commons was now todecide. The 
numbers upon the divifion were 
equal; both the ayes and the noes 
amounting to 169. In this con- 
juncture it of courfe belonged to 
the fpeaker to deliver his cafting 
voice; and he acquired much ap- 
plaufe from the country gentlemen, 
and from the enemies of the mea- 
fure in general, by declaring for 
the rejection of the fytiem which 
had been formed by the duke of 
Richmond. 

In the courfe of the enfuing 
week the eflimates of the ordnance 
were moved in the houfe of com- 
mons by the furveyor-general, cap- 
tain James Luttrel. ‘The amount 
of thefe eftimates was 380,c0ol., 
and there was included a fum of 
13,0001. for carrying on fome of 
thefe works which were deemed ne- 
eeflary in the neighbourhood of 
Portfmouth. Mr. Fox declared 
himfelf fatisfied with this reduced 
propofal ; but the country gentle- 
men were not equally complaifant ; 
and Mr. Powys and others fuggefted 
the impropriety of voting any mo- 
ney for thefe purpofes, till a new 
and definite plan fhould be fubfii- 
tuted in the room of that which 
had been rejefed. Jn confequence 
of this fuggeftion, Mr. Pitt con- 
fented for the prefent to withdraw 
from the eftimates the difputed 
fum. Inthe courfe of the debate 
of this day, as it had become a kind 
of tafhion to attack the principles 
and conduét of the matter-general 
of the ordnance, Mr. alderman 
Sawbridge brought forward acharge 
againit him of corrupt influence in 
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the borough of Queenborrough, 
and prodigality of the public mo- 
ney for the purpofes of an election. 
This Mr. Sawbridge deemed to be the 
more criminal in the duke of Rich- 
mond, as that nobleman was known 
to be the determined advocate of 
the moft extenfive principles of li- 
berty, and the pureit republican- 
ifm. Captain Luttrel and Mr. 
Steele replicd to the attack of Mr. 
Sawbridge. 

The queftion of the fortifications 
was once more revived on the fe- 
venteenth of the following May. 
Upon this occafion it was moved 
by Mr. Pitt, “that an eflimate of 
the expence of fuch part of the 
plan of fortifications recommended 
in the late report as might appear 
moit neceflary to be carried into 
immediate execution, be referred 
to a committce of fupply.”” ‘The 
fums which he propofed employing 
at Portfmouth and Plymouth’ for 
the current year, amounted to 
6°,00cl. exclufively of the fum of 
26,00c1. for the purchafe of the 
land upon which the fortifications 
were to be erected. The whole 
money which he ftated as neceffary 
for completing the moderate plan 
which he now offered to the houfe, 
was 40¢,00° 1, 

The motion of Mr. Pitt was re- 
ceived with the language of fevere 
cenfure by thofe perfons, by whom 
the entire fyftem had lately been 
oppofed. Jt was faid to be an in- 
decent and unconflitutional en- 
croachment upon the privileges of 
that houfe, for any part of a plan, 
upon which they had pronounced 
their reprobation, to be brought 
forward again in a direét manner. 
Mr. Baftard obferved, that the mi- 
nitter had been treated with moder- 
ation when the queflion was fore 
merly agitated, but the moderation, 
which the heufe had thought pro- 
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r to extend to him, he had been 
orward to abufe. It was impoilib'e 
for parliament to fubmit to to open 
an attack upon their declared ten- 
timents, aud they were called upon 
to refift it in the moit peremptory 
manner. Sueh being apparently 
the fenfe ot the houte.of commons, 
Mr. Fox exprefied his mott earnctt 
hope, that the minil'cr would in fu- 
tie pay more reipect to the opi- 
nion of the Iegiflature, and not at- 
tempt to force an obnoxious mea- 
fure upon the country. The mo- 
tion of Mr. Pitt was withdrawn, 
and an addrefs to the foveicign was 
voted, requetiing him to ordr 
an cilimate to be prefented to the 
houfe relatively to the tortitications. 
At length on the feventh ot June, 
the tum of sg,7scl. was voted tor 
the entire completion of the new 
works already begun at Portimouth 
and Plymouth. 

A meafure of fome confequence, 
and which enzaged a contiderable 
deuree of the attenuon of) par)ia- 
ment during the prefent feflion, was 
a till that was introduced for 
ainending and reducing all the laws 
relatively to the militia, into one 
afiof parliament. ‘The outline of 
this bill had been the woik of a 
¢ommitice, chofen by the officers, 
who had@ferved in the militia dur- 
ing the lait war, of which the pre- 
Jident had been Mr. Charles Mar- 
fliam, who was deputed ipa this 
accalion to pretent the bill, and 
@onduct it in lis proereis through 
She houie of commons. He ace 
cordingly moved for leave for its 
dntroduction on the thirtyefirit of 
January. He prefaced his motion 
with fome compliments to the mi- 
milter, He declared, that he did 
not believe that a hiniiier could 
Ppoilibly be found, who would re- 
eeive a propofal for improving the 
eoudition af the yniliths in ow nose 
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fair, open and fuitable man 
than Mr. Pitt. This was the geny, 
ine fentiment of his heart, or he 
would not have uttered it; and no 
man, he flaitered himitclf, coul 
charge him with having purfurd, 
conduct in that houte that was ng 
direct and fincere. 

Mr. Marfham called to the rm 
collection of members the Origin 
ot the militia, and the manner jn 
which its fervices had been received 
at the conclufion of the late wa, 
and ot the war that had preceded i, 
In the year 1757, a body of Han 
verians and Hedflians were brought 
into this kinedom for its internal 
fecurity. ‘Their introduction, atonce 
impolitic and unconftitutional, ex 
cived confiderable odium. Englith 
men revolted at the unmerited ides 
of their not being capable of de 
fepding themielves and their coun 
try ; and it Was upon this occafies 
that the militia was inttituted. §% 
agreeable did the circumtlance prove 
to that houfe, that in the courfe od 
one feilion they countenanced, re 
cogni‘ed and citablitied the feheme 
as a national meafure ; and fuch 
were the benefits which the country 
derived trom the militia, thata 
the conclufion of the war, the off 
cers who had ferved in it received 
the fpecial thanks of the king, and 
of that houfe, After the peace d 
Paris, the militia was called out, 
embodied and trained once a year; 
a circumftance, trom which the 
kingdom had derived the moit effete 
ttalaudvantage, It was well knowa 
that the hofiilities between Great 

3ritain and brance had taken piace 
in a manner extremely fudden and 
unexpected, in the middle of March 


1778. ‘The militia were in cont 
quence called out; and it wa 


remarkable, that they were encamp 
edas early in that year, as in aay 
one year dusing the war. The 
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racticability of this could only be 
imputed t to the difcipline and h abits 
ot duty, in which the milina had 
conftantly been exercifed. How 
different had been the conduct of 
governme -ntattheend of the laft war? 
Notwithitanding th at they had acted 
‘nthe mott commendable manner, 
and though many gentlemen had 
dedicated their whole attention to 
the fervice, it was not thought that 


the militia deferved the thanks of 


their country. He meant not to 
give offence, and perhaps he had 
ufed too harfh an expretiion: but 
the factwas, that no thanks had been 
given to the militia by the crown, 
nothanks had been voted by that 
houfe, and for three years together 
they had never been once ‘called 
into exercife. 

Mr. Marfham fiated, that the 
point, upon which himéelf and the 
perions with whom he had acted 
laid the moft contiderable ftrefs, 
was that of calling out and em- 
bodying the miliua once every 
year. Another material object they 
propofed to themfel wes, was to 
change the duration of the fervice 
from three, which had _ hitherto 
been its ipecitied term, to five years, 
Various o bjections were commonly 
nade to the militia, its creat ex- 
pence to the kinedom, the prejudice 
it did to the recruiting fervice of 
the army’, and the heavy burthen 
Which it entailed upon individu: als. 
The alteration which he propoted, 
was calculated to encounter all thefe 
objections. It would occafion lefs 
expence in clothing and other ar- 
ticles; it would interfere lefs with 
th e recruiting fervice ; and, as the 
crawine would lefs frequ sently oce 
cur, individuals would find the 
provifion of fubftirutes lefs bur- 
thenfome. 

Mr. Pitt thought proper to em- 
brace this occafion of acquainting 
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the friends of the meafure, and the 
houfein general, with his fentiments 
upon the fubje‘t. ‘The interval of 
peace was undoubtedly the fitteft 
moment for them to unite in endea- 
vouring to put the great and con- 
ftitutional detence of the kingdom 
upon a refpectable footing ; “and, 
much as he profefied to be the 
friend of occonomy, he wis not fo 
much the flave of his opinion, as to 
wifh by any means to leffen the ad- 
vantages, which the country had 
ever derived from to falutary an 
eftablifhment. How tar the means 
fuggetted for attaining fo defirable 
a ‘purpofe, might be. thought the 
beit means that could be adopted, 
was a matter, which would regular- 
ly fall under difeuffion when the bill 
fhould be brought before the houft. 
lt it fhould appear poflible to pre- 
ferve the militia ou a gsi 
footing, without puting the publi 
to the heavy expence of calling 
them out every year, he owned, he 
fhould be glad to adopt whatever 
method might be fuggeited for that 
purpote. W ating for the pleafure 
of hearing the facure ample, judi- 
cious, and imparritl invettivation 
of the fubject, he fhould content 
himfelf at prefent with offering to 
the mover of the bill and his- re- 
{pectable colleagues in the bufinefs, 
his warme(tt and mott fincere ace 
knowledvements. 

Mr. Martham appeared to be not 
a little mortified with the fenti- 
ments Mr. Pitt had exprefled, and 
immediate ly ‘de ‘clared, that the call- 
ing out the militia every year was 
in his opinion {v indifpe nfibly ne- 
ceffury, that, if the miniiter had de- 
termined to oppofe it, he fhould 
feareely think it worth his while to 
bring the fubject forward to the 
decifion of the houfe. In the fub- 
fequent week he took an opportue 
nity of repeating thefe fentiments, 


F 3 and 












Risen co 


) 
7 
4 
a 
ey Fhe é 
' ; aa 
4 I 
‘ - 
. ot 


age 


86 BRITISH AND 


and obferving to the houfe, that the 

entlemen with whom the meafure 
fad been concerted had thought it 
right that no farther ttep fhould be 
chan in the bufinefs, tince it was 
the opinion of many, if not all of 
them, that it was better to have no 
militia at all, than to have it upon 
any other footing than that which 
had been propoied. 

Mr. Pitt complained, that Mr. 
Martham, in refuling to purfue the 
bufinefs of the milina, was delert- 
ing a vag Bh which he was indif- 
penfibly bound, and that the pro- 
ceeding was a manauvre to mark 
him out as a perfon, by whofe means 
the public were to be deprived of 
the advantages that would refult 
from the propoted bill. A matter, 
that excited fome further contro- 
verfy between thefe two gentlemen, 
fprang from an obfervation of Mr. 
Marfham, that the proceedings that 
had been purfued would not pats 
over another year without fome ma- 
terial change, fince a pofitive act of 
parliament was at that time in full 
force, by which it was exprefsly 
ordered that the militia fhould be 
called out every year. Mr. Pitt 
anfwered, that nothing could be 
more abfurd than the idea of fixing 
blame upon this account on any 
particular defcription of perfons, 
fince it was well known, that it 
reited with the houfe of commons, 
to provide the means of embodying 
the militia, by voting the moncy 
for that purpofe ; and that, when 
this proceeding was not adopted, 
the act of parliament in quettion 
was of courfe a mere dormant {tta- 
tute. Mr, Marfham could not ad- 
mit this doctrine, and obferved that 
nothing could be more unconttitu- 
tional, than to attribute to that 
houfe a right of difpenting with 
the law of the land, ayrd of rend ijng 


the authority of the whole legif. 
ture a matter of infignificance, 

This important fubject was pe 
vived two days later on the eighth 
of February, upon occafion of the 
ufual motion from the fecretary a 
war, that the houfe fhould refolre 
itfelf into a committee of fupply, 
for the purpofe of taking the army 
eitimates into confideration. Mf, 
Minchin oppofed this motion, be. 
caufe he could not confent to 
vote for the army, when the militia 
had been fo much neglected. The 
militia were the interior guardians 
of the country, and mutt of cour 
attract the jealoufy of all who fek 
a laudable anxiety for its welfare, 
He very much apprehended, at leaf 
it had been iniinuated without 
doors, that the militia was to be 
abolifhed, and a_ proportionable 
number of ftanding troops fubii- 
tuted in its place. He could not 
hear fuch a report without 
alarm, nor could he confent, that 
any meafures fhould be taken in re. 
lation to the army, till minitlers 
had communicated to the houf 
their intentions in relation to this 
more interefting object. 

The vote ot the army was Op 
pofed on other grounds than that 
taken by Mr. Minchin, It was 
obferved by Mr. Sheridan, thattt 
had been the coniiant ufage in all 
former fellions to vote the eilimates 
of the navy previoufly to thofe ot 
the army; and as the ftrength of 
our marine was to be the index ot 
What fort of an army might be ne 
cefiary, the infringement of the § 
ufual practice was highly reprehen 
fible. Farther than this the {peak 
er had obferved to adminittrator, 
when the day for voting the army 
eitimates had firit been mentioned, 
that it had been ufual to allow’ 
week to elapfe between the day a 
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prefenting and that of voting the 
eftimates,, whereas in the prefent 
cafe, only five days were allowed. 
But miniftry appeared refolute to 
puth forward, in detiance of the ad- 
monition of the fpeaker, and of the 
conttant practice of the houfe. Mr. 
Sheridan remarked, that Mr. Pitt 
had thought proper to impute 
blame to Mr. Marfham, who, he 
faid, ought not to have fhrunk from 
his intention of bringing in the 
bill for regulating the militia, be- 
caufe he, a fingle individual, had de- 
clared, that he had not made up his 
mind with regard to one of its pro- 
vifions. Mr. Sheridan was o1 the 
fame opinion, and he heped, not- 
withitanding what had pafled, that 
the bill would fill be introduced ; 
fince, whatever were its fate, it 
would be attended wth this good 
confequence, that it would bring 
the fubject tairly under difcuthon, 
that it would open the eyes of the 
public, and enable them to afcer- 
tain who were, and who were not 
the friends of the militia, as well as 
whether any defign had been con- 
ceived of annihilating the ini{titu- 
tion. 

The motion of adjournment was 
fupported with confiderable earnett- 
neis by lord North, Mr. Fox and 
Mr. Courtenay. ‘The fupply was 
however voted, and on the tol- 
lowing day feveral precedents were 
diicovered by Mr. Steele, tending 
to juftify the conduct of adminitira- 
tion, and to fhow, that both the 
ipeaker and the members in oppo- 
fition had been miftaken in their 
ideas refpecting the practice of the 
houfe, 

The bill for the regulation of the 
militia Was not given up in the 
houfe of commons in confequence 
ot Mr. Mariham’s having declined 
to take the lead, which he had ori- 
giually propoied to have done, and 
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his place was fupplied by Mr. Pye, 
member for Berkihire. In the com- 
mittee on the 10th of March it 
was obferved by Mr. Pitt, that he 
had made every enquiry in his 
power upon the fubject, trom gen- 
tlemen much better qualified to 
judge of it than himfelf, and had 
found that it was the general op.- 
nion that the militia ought to be 
called out every year. The only 
inode therefore, that fuggetted it- 
felt to him, by which to obtain 
that compliance with economy, of 
which he conceived they flould ne- 
ver lofe fight, was by moving as 
an amendment, that the whole 
number or men fhould be ballotted 
for and enrolled, but that enly two 
thirds of them fhould be actually 
employed. The faving, which 
would refult from this provilion in 
the two articles of clothing and 
of pay, he calculated at about 
40,0001]. The amendment was op- 
pofed by Mr. Martham and Mr. 
Sheridan ; but it was carried ia the 
firit inftance without a divifion, and 
upon the report the numbers ap- 
peared, ayes 49, noes 13. The idea 
of the annual embodying the mili- 
tia in any manner was oppofed by 
Mr. Rolle and Mr. Jolliffe. By 
the former it was obferved, 
that this practice had been found 
prejudicial to the morals of the peo- 
ple, that it gave them habits of 
debauchery and idlenefs, and that 
they always became much worfe 
members of fociety than they were 
before. ‘The latter oppofed the 
mea(ure merely upon the ground 
ot ceconomy. He did not believe 
that there was one man out of that 
houfe, who did pot think that the 
militia might be rendered as ufeful 
by the mutter of a day, as by the 
exercife of a month; and he affert- 
ed, that, when they had been firtt en- 
cumped upon Coxheath, they exhi- 
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bited an appearance the mo® irre- 
ular and undifciplined; though 
“4 the end of the fummer they 
were a tolerable army, and became 
equa® to fome of the eliabliflicd 


corps. 

t e militia bill did not pafs with- 
out debate in the houfe of lords. 
The houle being in a committee on 
the fubjest, on the nineteenth of 
June, the eftablifiment in ge- 
neral was fpoken of with the high: ft 
applaufe, by the duke of Manchet- 
ter and lord vifcount Townfhend. 
"The latter of thefe, who had been 
the original mover of the eflablith- 
ment in the houfe of commons 
thirty years before, enlarged con- 
fiderably upon the fubject. He 
{poke of the militia of France, of 
Spain, of the king of Pruflia, and 
of the emperor, and fhowed how 
much interior was Great Britain to 
any of theie powers in this impor- 
antarticle. He treated with con- 
tempt the faving, that was to be 
made in confequence of Mr. Pitt’s 
amendment. He fpoke with warmth 
of the zeal, that had been difplayed 
by the late earl of Chatham in be- 
half of the militia, and he loudly 
condemned the penurioufnels of 
adminiftration with rezard to this 
invaluable eftublifhment, while the 
erection of Somerfet Houle, the 
additions to the Admiralty, and the 
buildings for the ordnance engroff- 
ed fo much of the public expendi- 
ture, Office mutt be accommodated 
and gratified at all events: a per- 
manert national provifion can al- 
ways futfer amputation. The duke 
of Manchefier, and lord vifcount 
Mahon, who had lately fucceeded 
to the title of earl Stanhope upon 
the death of his father, were pointed 
in their condemnation of the un- 
neceffiry expence, which would be 
incurred by enrolling the whole 
af the militia when only two thirds 


of them were to be trained and eg. 
erciled. ‘The latter of thefe noble. 
men fuggefled an amendment to the 
attention of the houfe, which he 
conceived likely to be productive of 
the moft beneficial confequences 
without making any addition tothe 
na'ional expence, Ballot, faid he, 
one and twenty thoufand militia, 
and inftead of five let the term of 
their fervice be fix years. At the 
end of three years, as had been 
hitherto the practice, ballot one 
and twenty thoufand more. Of this 
number, call out, train and exer. 
cife only feven thoufand every 
year. Let this be done in rotation, 
till the whole amount of two and 
forty thoufand men has been dif- 
ciplined. Thus you will have dou. 
ble the number of fo!diers that are 
afforded by Mr. Pitt’s plan, to be 
called out upon any emergency, 
and that of a defcription of force 
the moft defirable to be preierved, 
and which was the bett defence not 
only of the country but of the cone 
flitution. No fpecific objection was 
urged to lord Stanhope’s propofal 
but by the duke of Richmond, who 
obferved, that it was now too latein 
the feffion to debate the principle of 
the bill, and that, if it were altered 
in that houfe, the confequence 


‘might be, that it would be totally 


lott. Earl Stanhope treated this 
objection with great contempt. The 
bill, in his opinion, was of very 
great importance. The amend 
ment that he had propofed was ine 
controvertible by reafon, and was 
only to be fet afide by obierving 
that it was too late to enter into its 
merits, It was truly unwiie and 
ridiculous to pafs a bill which we 
are told 1s abiurd, and fuperfede all 
debate upon it by faying that it 
may be amended next year. The 
motion of lotd Stanhope was fer 
jecied without a divifion. 

A motion 





— 


a ell 
or RP OT ayo ee 








em 
Dak antici 


eel 


tay 


FOREIGN 


A motion was made in the houfe 
of commons on the ninth ot March 
by Mr. Marfham, and feconded by 
Mr. Honeywood, members tor the 
county of Kent, for leave to bring 
in a bill for fecuring the freedom of 
election, by excluding peyton. held- 
ing places in the navy and the ord- 
nance from voring as electors I his 
bill underwent confiderable difeut- 
fion on its frcond reading, which 
touk place on the thirtieth of 
March. Mr. Marfham endeavoured 
to recommend it to the houfe, by ob- 
ferving that its object was merely 
to extend the provifions of an act, 
introduced by Mr. Crewe in the 
year 1782 for fetting alide the 
votes of the officers of the cuftoms 
and excife, and which had always 
received the loude!t applaufe of the 
friends of liberty and the contiitu- 
tion. He replicd to the common 
objection, that to deprive mea of 
their fanchifes was to inflict on 
them a punifhment, and to fix'a 
ftigma on their characters, by ob- 
ferving, that a franchife was in re- 
lity of no value, when the per- 
fon by whom it was held was not 
permitted to exercife jt according 
to his diicretion, and that in reality 
he was conferring a benefit, not 
committing an injury upon the per- 
fons in queilion. He afked what 
right had any one to conceive that 
the bill would be deemed a hardfhip 
by the objects of it, and where 
were the petitions againit it ? 

Mr. Pitt rendered himfelf con- 
{fpicuous by his oppofition to the 
billof Mr. Marfham. He reprobated 
the idea that had been fugecited, 
that the houfe would be guilty of 
anv inc mnfifiency, in having for- 
merly received the bill ot Mr. 


Crewe, and now rejecting the bill 
of Mr. Marfham. At the period 
in which the former had been in- 
troduced, the houfe had very fuf- 
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ficient reafon for the conduct they 
had adopted. <A fhort time before 
they had come to a refolution, that 
the influence of the crown had in- 
creafed, was increaling, and ought 
to be diminifhed. The truth of 
this pofition was abundantly appa 
rent trom the hijlory of the times ¢ 
and the people had been convinced 
that it was under the operation of 
this influence, that the houfe of 
commons were induced to lend their 
atlitiance towards the carrying ona 
moft ruinous and difgraceful war; 
after it had long ceated to be, what 
he much feared it once had been, 
a favourite with the nation. The 
object of Mr. Crewe’s bill had 
been to give life and effect to the 
principle of that refolution, which 
otherwife muft have remained a 
dead letter upon the journals. Nos 
thing could certainly have been 
better calculated to reduce that in- 
fluence of the crown which had 
been complained of as a grievance, 
than the teftrictions thus impoftd 
upon the oftticers of the revenue. 
But did it follow, that, becaufe it 
was neceflary to :educe the influ- 
ence of the crown to a certain 
level, it would of courfe be an act 
ot inconliflency to retufe to reduce 
it fill farther ? Had the object of 
Mr. Crewe’s bill been accomplifh- 
ed ? If not, why extend toa greater 
compats an invidious diftinction, 
which, having nothing to fupport 
it but its fuppofed beneficial opera 
tion, mutt lofe all fhadow of pro- 
priety if that operation fhould ap- 
pear to have failed ? But if the bill 
had proved fucceistul, then the 
object for which it was adopted was 
obtained, and all further proceed- 
ings were rendered unnecefiary. 
It was not however fo much upon 
thefe grounds, that Mr. Pitt thoughe 
it became him to oppofe Mr. Mare 
Qiam’s bill; fince he was willing 

to 





ge 


to admit, that any influence remain- 
ing in the crown, in matters of 
election, ought to completely de- 
ftroyed. 
he farther arguments of Mr. 
Pitt were derived from the confi- 
deration of the defcription of people 
who were the objects of the opera- 
tion of the propofed bill. The 
perfons excluded by Mr. Crewe’s 
aét, were fuch, as were concerned 
in the collection of the public re- 
venue, and to whofe iiterefts an 
extenfion of the public burthens 
mutt neceflarily be conducive. How 
different was the fituation of the 
officers of the navy and ordnance ? 
The one fattened on the dittrefles 
of their country, the other earned 
a livelihood by contributing to its 
defence. A fecond point of dil- 
crimination between them lay in 
this circumftance, that the ofhcers 
of the excife and cuftoms were dif- 
peried over every part of the ifland ; 
that they formed a phalanx which 
rvaded the kingdom, whereas the 
workmen belonging to the navy and 
the ordnance were entirely confined 
to a few particular fpots, But 
another diitinction more ftriking 
than all the reft was, that the re- 
venue officers were completely un- 
der the influence of government, 
which could in a moment reduce 
them to beggary. But on the con- 
trary, the perfons employed in the 
departments now under coniider- 
ation, had no reafon even to thank 
their employers. By going into 
the fervice of the merchant, they 
might carn as comfortable a livel- 
hood as they could in the fervice 
of the public; and fhould they 
be exafperated by any ill treat- 
ment to leave the kingdom, there 
was not a maritime nation in 
the world that would not be ready 
to receive them. Had there, Mr. 


Pitt demanded, ever happened any 
real cauly of complaint againit any 
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of the perfons belonging to this 
clafs, for fubmitting to take their 
orders from government at elec. 
tions ? The houfe would be pleafed 
to confider who were the reprefen. 
tatives for thofe counties, Kent, 
Hampthire, Devonfhire and Corp. 
wal, to which this fuppofed influ. 
ence was wholly confined. From 
their independence, as well in for. 
tune as in principles, they were the 
very men, whom of all others a 
corrupt government would with to 
keep out of thofe walls. 

Mr. Fox replied to the reafonings 
of Mr. Pitt. Mr. Pitt had at firg 
feemed to imagine that there was 
fome degree ot influence proper to 
remain in the crown; but he had 
afterwards recanted, and acknow- 
ledged that no fuch influence ought 
to exilt. But, if this were the cafe, 
the whole of his argument on the 
fubject of confiftency went for no- 
thing, and the charge of felf-con- 
tradiction was completely brought 
home to him, if he perfifted in his 
oppofition. He had pretended to 
make a di(tincétion between the per- 
fons concerned in the former and 
in the prefent bill. Mr. Fox fhould 
not take upon himfelf to fay which 
of the two bodies of men were the 
moit dangerous ; but he would af- 
fert, that the reafoning of Mr. Pitt 
upon this head did not reach the 
principle of the meafure, but only 
tended to prove, that, though it was 
neceflary and proper, it was not fo 
indifpentible as the tormer regula- 
tion. It was difficult to avoid 
fmiling at the idea, that the art- 
fans, it deprived of their votes in 
elections, would go to foreign coun- 
trics in refentment. What were 
they to do abroad? Were they to 
have voices in the appointment of 
members of parliament in France ? 
were they to influence the elections 
of Spain? or were they to look tor 
a fliire im the ariftocracy of Hol- 

~ dand? 




















FOREIGN 


Jand ? Mr. Pitt had ventured to fay, 
that no bad effects were felt from 
the interference of thefe men in 
elections. Mr. Fox however in- 
ftanced in a late violent conteft for 
the county of Southampton, and 
averred, that no perfon, who remem- 
bered the circumflances of that 
election, would pretend to fay, that 
the influence of government had 
not been employed upon the people 
in the dock yards. The idea of 
arcuing, that, becaufe the exercife 
of influence had been unfuccefsful, 
the influence itfelf could not exift, 
wastooridiculous for animadverfion, 
That influence had not in any de- 
gree been diminifhed, fince the ce- 
lebrated refolution of the houfe of 
commons to which Mr. Pitt had 
referred. The circumittances of the 
late changes on the contrary prov- 
ed, that it had continued moft rae 
pidly to increafe, fo as to fill every 
true friend to the conftitution with 
alarming apprehenfions. 

The arguments of Mr, Pitt were 
further purfued by lord Mulgrave 
aad Mr. Dundas. By the former 
of thefe it was enquired, who there 
was, that had ever dared to granta 
workman preferment, merely on 
account of his clection intereft ? 
The man that did fo deferved to 
die upon a feaflold. Mr. Dundas 
oppofed the bill upon the broadeft 
principles. He declared, that it was 
highly indecent to fix a ftigma upon 
any fet of men, merely becaufe 
they were employed in the king’s 
fervice. He reprobated Mr. Crewe’s 
act, and defired any one to ftand up 
and thow his face manfully in de- 
fence of it. He maintained that 
the idea of all reform bills of that 
fort, deferved a high degree of con- 
tempt and ridicule. The real fact 
Was fimply this, that, whenever 
perfons of a particular defcription 
were out of place, they found it 
Neveilary every uow and then to 





HISTORY. 91 
amufe the public by ferviag up a 
difh of disfranchifements. 

Mr. Sheridan replied to lord 
Mulgrave and Mr. Dundas. With 
regard to the difh of disfranchife- 
ment, Mr. Dundas, of all men, 
fhould not have fet it before the 
houfe, who mult undoubtedly re 
member, that he had not only firft 
been induced to nibble a little at a 
plate or fide difh filled with the 
fame ingredients, but had after- 
wards been brought to fit down to 
a whole courfe of difhes of that 
fort, when Mr. Pitt had ferved up 
his grand entertainment of parlia- 
mentary reform. The object of 
that reform had been, not to disfran- 
chife a fingle ,defcription of men 
merely, but a large number of 
votes from many different boroughs. 
Mr. Sheridan acknowledged, that 
Mr. Dundas had never made an 
affertion without being ready to 
fhow his face at the fame time ; and 
he believed that the houfe would 
agree with him, that there was no 
argument, however irreconcilable 
with reafon or logic, upon which 
he had not been perfectly ready to 
puta good countenance. He added 
however, that, if lord Mulgrave’s 
obfervation were admitted, and if 
every man who ufed the influence 
of the crown improperly were to 
lofe his head, he was apprehenfive 
that Mr. Dundas would not at this 
day have had a face to have 
fhown. 

The fubject of the borough of 
Queenborough was revived in this 
debate. Mr. Courtenay ftated, that 
the economical reform, which had 
been propofed in that quarter, had 
been originally undertaken upon a 
fuggettion of theduke of Richmond, 
though the duke had afterwards 
been the firft to counteract it. In 
the year 1782 the prefent mafter- 
general, glowing with all the zeal 
of patriotic refurm and the we 
0 
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of coming into office, had in one 
of his declamatory invectives potnt- 
ed out Queenborough, as a ftriking 
jnitance of the corrupt practices of 
adminiiiration, and of the lavifh 
expenditure of the public money 
in the department of the ordnance. 
On that ground lord Townthend 
had ordered an enquiry, had .re- 
ecived the report of the fuperin- 
tendant, and had given exprefs or- 
ders for the execution of the plan 
in the clofe of the year 1783. The 
duke of Richmond however, eager as 
he always was to ferve his country, 
and to proceed immediately to butt 
nefs, had after kiffing hands, gone 
immediately downtothe board room, 
and entered a minute upon his own 
authority, to check the officious zeal 
of the fuperintendant, and fave the 
loyal freemen of Queenborough 
from deftruction. Mr, Courtenay 
declared his refolution to vote for 
the bill. Mr. Martin followed him 
upon the fame fide, and exprefled 
nota little aflouifhment to think how 
any gentleman, who fupported Mr. 
Crewe’s act, could reconcile it to 
his mind not to vote for the prefent 
bill, The bill was fupported by 
Mr. Clerk Jervoife, ard Mr Saw- 
bridge. It was oppofed by Mr. 
Grenville, Mr. Pye, Mr. Drake, 
Mr. G-fcoyne, fir kdward Deer- 
inc, and fir Charles Middle- 
ton. Upon a divifion the numbers 
appeared, ayes for the fecond read- 
ne gl, NOCS 11>. 

We have given fome account in 
our volume of the two bills of lord 
Mahon, now carl Stanhope, for 

he regulations of cleciions. ‘Ihe 
former of thefe, which wa. the mot 
in portant, received the fanttion of 
the houfe of commons in the pre- 
ceding feflion, and was reteéed in 
the lords at the particular infiga- 
tion of lord Thurlow. It was ac- 
cordingly introduced auew inw 


parliament early in the feffion of 
17863 and its author, in the {peech 
he made upon the quetlion for leaye 
to bring it in, was particularly fe. 
vere upon its dignified oppofer in 
the other houfe. He faid, thar ie 
had been treated on that occafiog 
on the part of one perfon with all 
the candour, with all the deceney 
and decorum, and with all the ref. 
pect to the houfe of commons who 
had adopted it, which that aflembly 
unqueftionably deferved; and he 
fligmatized the conduct of that 
perfon, as containing in it fome- 
what more, than one would have 
thought quite fufficient to gratify 
the moft bitter tory fpleen. 

The bill was oppofed upon its 
fecond reading on the twelfth of 
May, by Mr. Willam Grenville. 
He itated it to the houte as a fy{tem 
of impracticability and Eutopianiiin, 
A bill fimilar to the prefent had 
been pafled in the parliament of IJre- 
land inthe courfe of the lait feflion, 
and fuch had appeared hkely to 
have been its operation and effec, 
that, had any vacancy for a county 
member happened, there would not 
have been a tingle freeman qualified 
to vote for the candidate who of 
fered to fill up the vacancy. He 
underitood therefore, that the very 
firft act of the Irith parliament in 
the prefent feffion had been to pafs 
a bill, to fufpend the operation of 
their act of the preceding feflion. 
The bill was farther oppofed by 
Mr. Wilham Young, Mr. Powys, 
and Mr. Battard. It received the 
fupport of fir Jofeph Mawbey, fir 
William Dolben, the earl of Sur- 
rey, and Mr. Pitt. Upon the quefe 
tion tor fending it to a committee, 
the houfe divided, ayes 98, noes 22, 

The bill having paffed the come 
mons, at length came under the 
difcuifion of the houfe of lords. It 
Was a circunitance favourable to 1t8 
fuce 








Luccefs, that lord Thurlow was at this 
time confined to his houfe by indif- 

ition. Lord Stanhope, ina fpeech 
which he delivered on the tweaty- 
pinth of June upon the motion for 
the fecond reading, endeavoured to 
explain and recommend to the 
houfe the meafure of which he was 
the author. He obdferved that the 
bill had been called a bill of dif- 
franch‘fement. Every meafure for 
regulating and reducing with me- 
thod and order a bufinefs like that 
of clection, mutt neceflarily be ca- 

able of that operation. His bill 
Cowever had greatly the preter- 
ene over that of Mr. Powys, 
which had beea paffed in the year 
1780, and which had directed, that 
the mode in which county voters 
fhould be afcertained, fhould be by 
the books.of the jand-tax affetiors. 
By that bill any miiiake, whether 
involuntary or by defign, of omit- 
ting or even mifpcling a name, 
difqualified the perfon to whom the 
error related. Sy the prefent bill, 
no man could be disfranchifed but 
by hia own fault. Such was the 
abfurdity of the exilting law, that 
at the laft general election it was 
difcovered, that more than one half 
of the freeholders of the kingdom 
were under distranchifement. The 
duplicates of the land-tax, which 
ought to be figned and fealed by 
thrice commiffioners, had fome of 
them been figned only by two, 
fome by one, and others not at all. 
In a particular election an exprefs 
had been fent poit hafte to town 
to an eminent counfel, ‘to know 
what was to be done. The counfel 
very ingenioufly advifed his client 
to proceed direcily in the teeth of 
the att of parliament, in order to 
get overthe dithculty, and to give 
to thofe votes the prima facie ap. 
pearance of good votes. This was 
done, and no perfon making an 
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objection it fucceeded. Another 
great object af the bill was to fup- 
port Mr. Grenyille’s bill, The 
Gloucefterfire committee of the 
houfe of commons had fat for three 
or tour manths, and the Bedford. 
fhire cominittee, though Bedford- 
fhire was admall county, between 
two and three months. Upon the 
Buckinghamfhire petition it had beem 
almott impoffible to obtain a baller, 
fo averfe were the members of the 
houle of commons to fubmit to the 
confequent drudgery. If ata ge- 
neral election there fhould be tea 
or fifteen petitions from large coun- 
ties, there would be au end to the 
moft excellent act of Mr. Gren- 
ville, unlefs fome plan, fuch as 
that propofed by the dill, to dhorten 
the proceedings before Mr. Gren- 

ville’s comunittees, were adopted. 
The {peech of earl Stanhope was 
replied to by lord Sydney. He ur- 
ged ftrongly the thornets of the 
period that remained for difcuifion ; 
and, remarking that the bijl had 
been many months in the other 
houle, afierted, that it would be 
indecent not to allow their lordihips 
as many days for its confideration. 
Earl Stanhope had furnifhed one 
exceedingly itrong argument in fup- 
port of the motion which lord Syd 
ney intended to make. That no- 
bleman, who profefled himfelf to 
be converfant with the laws relative 
to clections, had afferted, that all 
the laws on the fubjeét were defec- 
tive and replete with error and con 
tradiction. Surely the truth of an 
affertion of fo important and com- 
prehentive a nature, required ine 
veftigation. It was not his cuftom, 
added lord Sydney, to addrefs his 
aiguments to any fpeech delivered 
at another time in another affem- 
bly; but, as lord Stanhope had 
l@mielt been in the houfe of com- 
mons when the bill was introduced 
there, 
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the haps he could tell the 
healt # se ase introduced with a 
h, attacking certain arguments 
eich had oan advanced within 
thofe walls, and taking very great 
liberties with a moft refpectable au- 
thority. Lord Sydney was not in 
the habit of faying things in a flip- 
’ pant way, and he hoped he fhould 
never accuftom himfelf to fuch ex- 
refion, as that this was abfurd, that 
was foolifh, and the other was ftuff. 
It was eafy to apply a debafing 
epithet to any thing, but with men 
accuftomed to examine before they 
determined that mode of debate 
would have little weight. The 
nobleman te whom he alluded had 
by moftt irrefragable arguments con- 
vinced the houle in a tormer feilion 
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that the bill ought not to pafs, The 
abfence of that perfon was of irfelf 
a ftrong argument in his mind 
againft proceeding any farther with 
the bill at prefent. The reafonings 
of lord Sydney were anfwered by 
the marquis of Carmarthen, and 
the bill was farther fupported by 
lord Hopeton. The noblemen who 
{poke on the other fide were doétor 
Warren, bifhop of Bangor, and 
the earl of Sandwich. Upon the 
fecond reading the houfe divided, 
contents in favour of the bill 11, 
not contents 4; but upon the third 
reading the houfe having muftered 
in a fomewhat greater number, and 
feveral proxies being given, the fi- 
nal divifion was contents 15, not 
contents 38. 





CHAPTER, 


Bill for cftablifbing a Sinking Fund. 
Mr. Wilberforce’s Bill. 


Bill of Crown Lands. 
of Lord Rodney. 


HE fubjeét, which the minifter 
feemed to intend fhould make 

the principal figure in this feflion of 
parliament, was the propofal of a 
finking fund, to be applied towards 
difcharging the national debt. We 
have already endeavoured to d.f- 
cover the general merit of projects 
of this fort, when we had occafion 
to treat ot the plan of the French 
caifle fathead which was 
inftituted in the month of Auguf, 
1784. There are few writers whofe 
works are more inftructive or more 
ufeful than the ingenious inventors 
of paradoxes. While they are in 
the purfuit of a propotition which 
is neither plaufible nor true, they 
eccafionally illuftrate various iaci- 
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dental fubjects, and the fingularity 
of their ideas enables them to fue- 
ceed in difcoveries, which the plain 
and artlefs enquirer aiter, truth 
would never have thought of. 
Thus it has notorioufly happened 
in the prefent inftance. The «ra 
at which we are arrived, has pro- 
duced reafoners, who have endea- 
voured to demonitrate that the ex- 
tinction and the reduction of a nae 
tional debt are vain and vifionary 
theories ; that they can never be 
effected in any important degree, 
and that the purfuit of them 1s 
pregnant with diitrefs, calamity and 
ruin. Maintaining a propofitwn 
fo indefenfible in its tenour, they 
have taught us in a more flriking 

manner 
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snanner than any other pcelitical 
fpeculatifts, that an object of this 
kind may be purfued with an ex- 
treme aud a defiructive vehemence ; 
that, fo long as the prefent fituation 
of things fhall continue, the carry- 
ing on of wars upon loans is a mat- 
ter of indifpenfible neceffity ; that 
the increafing the number of our 
taxes is no infallible receipt for the 
increafing our income ; and that in 
the hands of a {kilful financier the 
abolition of impofts will fometimes 
be found to enhance the amount of 
the general revenue. Thefe f{pe- 
culations have not been without 
their effect upon our practical ftatef- 
men, and upon the minilters of the 
frit courts in Europe. M. de Ca- 
lonne, in the inftance to which we 
have alluded, fet apart no greatera 
fum than an annuity of 120,000l. 
as the original foundation of his 
finking fund ; and we fhall find Mr. 
Pitt laying few additional burthens 
onthe people of England for the 
creation of his favourite object of 
an annual million. 

The prefent feffion of parliament 
appears to have commenced with 
i@®as, if not honourable to the mi- 
nifter, at leaft extremely favourable 
to the fuccefs of his operation. We 
found Mr. Fox in our preceding 
volume, treating the fubject of the 
finances of his country with a lan- 
guage full of apprehenfion, and 
with expreflions ftrongly importing 
the immediate neceiliry of extraor. 
dinary meafures. In the fpeech 
which he made upon the firtt day 
ot the prefent fetfion, he appears to 
have altered his tone. He no lon- 
ger doubts of the profperous ftate 
of the revenue, he only requires 
to be allowed in a degree of fcep- 
ticifm refpecting the caufes of that 
profperity, With regard to the 


extenfion of trade, the increafe of 
the public credit, and the growing 
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furplus of the revenue, thefe were 
circumilances in which every man 
muft rejoice, No party, no politi- 
cal factien, no tet of perfons of 
any name or de/cription could with- 
hold their exultation upon a fub- 
ject of fo general benefit. The 
conclufion that was to be drawa 
from thefe appearances, the return- 
ing vigour of our refources, muf 
afford matter of folid fatisfaction 
and unreitrained triumph toall ranks 
of men and all parties in the fate. 
But were thefe matters of furprife, 
or circumitances to caufe aftonifh. 
ment? Undoubtedly they were not, 
Almoft every man knew there would 
be fome furplus ; almoft every man 
expected it; they only differed 
about the amount of that furplus. 
Mr. Fox would not pretend to 
ailign the caufes to which thefe 
fymptoms of returning vigour were 
alcribable ; that might be matter of 
much ulelefs difference of opinion. 
Several of them might be owing to 
the fuccefs of fome of the meafures 
of the prefent adminiftration ; he 
would not be fo uncandid as to deny 
that they were. But more, tay 
more, he believed were owing to 
the failure ot other of their mea- 
fures, which, had they fucceeded, 
mutt have been attended with con- 
fequences the mott fatal to the re- 
venue, and to the national credit 
and profperity that could poilibly 
be imagined. Mr. Fox flated ia 
{trong terms the mifchief the mea- 
fures towhich he alluded had already 
produced, by diiguiting the manu- 
facturers ot Great Britain, teach- 
ing them that the houfe of com- 
mons would difregard their peti- 
tions, and bringing into difcuffion a 
variety of points which he was 
convinced ought never to have been 
difturbed. Nothing but the alarm 
and difguft attending the agitation 
of thofe bad mealures could have 
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fo long kept back the returning 
trade of the country, the natural 
confequence of peace, and which 
had followed upon the conclufion 
of every war in which we had been 
engaged. This alarm and difguit 
had been in a great degree removed 
by the failure ef the Irith propol- 
tions; and the tide of trade was 
now returning to its old and natu- 
ral channel. 

Mr. Pitt moved early in the fef- 
ffion, that feveral papers fhould be 
laid upon the table of the houfe of 
commons, to enable them to torm 
an eftimate of the annual national 
income, as well as the amount of 
the public expenditure, in confe- 
quence of which they would be em- 
powered to judge of the exiting furs 
plus, and of the fum ic would be 
farther necefiary to provide, in or- 
der to raiie the total to the amount 
which was intended to torm the ori- 
gina) batis of the imtended finking 
fund. On the feventh of March 
Mr. Pitt tarther moved for the ap- 
pointment by ballot of a fele<t com- 
mittee of nine perfons, to examine 
the papers, and to lay the refult 
before the houfe. His intention 
was to take every poflible flep to 
give full and complete fatisfaction 
to the nation in a matter of great 
and general concern ; and he con- 
ceived, that the folemnity of a com- 
mittee, and the tormality of a ree 
port would anfwer this purpofe 
better, than a fet of unconnected 
pipers or the affirmatioa of a mi- 
niiter, The members of the com- 
mittee were the marquis of Graham, 
Mr. Wilham Grenville, Mr. Edward 
Eliot, Mr. Rofe, Mr. Wi berforce, 
Mr. Beaufoy, Mr. John Call, Mr. 
Smyth and Mr, Addington, the two 
lati of whom had been the mover 
and feconder of the addrefs upon 
the tpecch from the throne. ‘The 
report of this committee was laid 
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before the houfe on the twenty-fira 
and the copies of it were delivered 
to the s:embers on the twenty, 
feventh of March. It is not ne, 
ceflary for us to flate the contents 
of this report, as they will come ag 
large before our readers in the fyb. 
fequent debates. 

Two days after the copies had 
been delivered, Mr. Pitt opened his 
budget in a committee of the whole 
houte. He congratulated parlia 
ment ina very animated ftyle, y 
the fpectacle with which this da 
prefented them. ‘To behold their 
country, emerging from a moft un 
fortunate war, which added fuck 
an accumtlauon to debts before im 
menfe, that it was the belief of 
furrounding nations, and of many 
among our{elves, that our powers 
muft neceflarily fail, and that we 
fliould fink under the burthen: to 
behold the nation, inftead of de 
{pairing at its alarming condition, 
looking its fituation in the face, and 
eftablifhing upon a fpirited and per. 
manent plan, the means of reliev. 
ing itfelt from its incumbranees, 
gave fuch an idea of our re 
jources, as mutt afford the mott in- 
tereiling {pectacle to ourtelves, muf 
afionith the nations around us, and 
mutt enable us to regain that pre 
eminence to which we were on many 
accouma@{o jufily entitled. The 
withed-ror day was at length arrive 
ed, when all defpondency and glo. 
my fear might be laid atide, and 
when our profpect brightened oa 
every fide with exultation and hopes 
With how much pleafure was Mre 
Pitt able to add, that this could de 
carried into efleét without laying 
any new burthens of confiderable 
magnitude upon the people, This 
was beyoud the expectation of every 
man, and was indeed a fubject of 
the greateft rejoicing to every friend 
of his country. 

The 
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‘The amount, Mr. Pitt obferved, 
df the revenue, as it ftood tor the 
current year, was fated by the 
committee at 15,397,000!. The ex- 
penditure they divided into the ar- 
ticles that were permanent, and the 
articles that were fluctuating. In 
the former defcripnon they confi- 
dered the intercits of the national 
debt, which was g,275,76gl., the 
civil lift goo,cool., the exchequer 
bills, the charges on the aggregate 
fund, and the appropriated duties. 
The whole of this divilion was 
taken at 10,554,000l. The other 
clafs of expences included the diffe- 
rent eftablifhments for the detence 
of the nation, as the army, the 
navy, the ordnance, and the mi- 
lita. They had allowed for the 
navy eightcen theufand men, at 
rool. each, which was more than 
had ever been kept up in time of 
peace. The army they had taken 
upon the fame mode of reafoning, 
and they allowed for it 1,600,000. 
The whole expenditure, permanent 
and fluctuating, they ettimated at 
14,478,000]. Of confequence there 
remained a furplus of the annual 
income above the expenditure, of 
goo,ccol,. 

It was however neceffary to be 
obferved, that, though this was ttat- 
ed to be the annual expenditure, 
fome time muit intervene before the 
expenditure could be reduced to 
this point. ‘The war, from the 
burthen of which we were juft de- 
livered, had been moft expenfive 
and ruinous. Many of the drains 
that had occurred during the courfe 
of it, had not ended with the con- 
clufion of peace, but ftill continu- 
ed, and mutt be expected for fome 
time to hang over the nation. Un- 
der the head of the navy, many 
fips that had been laid upon the 
flocks were to be finifhed. They 
had “ built too far to allow them 
17 . 
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to go back and be loft to the pub- 
lic ; and they were befide neceflaty 
to increafe our naval firength to aa 
equality with our powerful neigh- 
buurs. Tae demands upon this 
head were fo contiderable, that, 
though the committee had ftated 
the peace eitablifhmerit of the navy 
at 1,800,20°1., yet the expence 
attending it in the prefent year, was 
taken in the current eftimate at 
2,400,0%01., and would at leatt 
amount to 2,350,o00l. Inthe ar- 
my the exceedings were much 

above the cemmon run of the ex- 
pence of that etlablifhment; and 

this amounted to nearly 300,000l. 
Thefe two fums would nearly effect 

the annihilation of the furplus, if 
out of that furplus it was neceflary 

they fhould be difcharged. But in 

reality they were not annualcharges; 

they were the remainder of the ex- 

pences of the latt war, and they 

mutt fpeedily ceafe altogether. In 

four years the moit burthenfome of 
the arttcles, that of thip building, 

would be removed, nor could this 

be effected fooner. It was neceflary 

therefore, that they fhould look to 

a future average, in order to obtain 

a true citimate of the difburfements 

of the nation. 

Mr. Pitt procceded to examine 
what the amount of the extraor- 
dinary demand would be for the 
whole term of four years. The 
exceeding of the navy upon the curs 
rent eflimates, above the fum at 
which it had been taken in the re- 
port of the committee was 600,00° 1. 
Inthe three following years it would 
not be fo much, and might be ta- 
ken at 40c,000l. The fum there- 
fore to be provided for under this 
head, for the whole term of four 
years, was 1,800,ocol. The other 
heads, that fuggefted themfelves as 
matters of extraordinary demand, 
were the aa the ordnance, and 
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the Anrerican lovalilt: . Thefe three 
was taken by Mr. Pite for the en- 
fuing four years at 1,20¢ coool. 
"The total demand of thiee milli ns 
might be encounte: red by the me- 
thod of funding, and ways and 
means might be provi ded to anfwer 
the intere!t, without occafioning any 
intolerable burthen to the nation 
But the ftate of the country was 
prefent fo very flouri{hine, that Mr. 
Pitt was happy to mention, that it 
would not be neceifiry to lay any 
taxes upon the people on this ac- 
count, and that we ‘had certain ex- 
traordinary refources within our- 
felves, which would be found abun- 
dantly to anfwer every thing that 
was required, 

The committee had enumerates 
thefe refources; and the firit they 
had mentioned was that of lottertes. 
It bad been objected indeed’ to this 

thod of railing money, that it 
afforded the moft danoerous encou- 
ragement to the fpirit of gaming, 
The {pint of gaming however was 
fo deeply rooted, that Mr. Pitt was 
atraid it was of little comfequence 
whether a lottery was given or with- 
held. In the mean time govern- 
Ment was not refolved whether 
there fhould be one in the pretent 


» 


year. The next head was that of 
favings in the army, or fums ef 
money, that had be en: appropriated 


to ditterent fervices, but had not 
been expended. Thefe had been 
found very confiderable after the 
peace of 1763; ; and from the extent 
of the grants during the late war 
much more might be expected. ‘The 
fum of 450 nool. had already been 
paid under this head inté the exche- 
quer. There were befide immen(e 
fiims in the hands of forme: * pay- 
Maers, which it was exported’ a 
little time would bring to the public 
account, The'co miniificners of ac- 
@evats had indeed an immente 
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labour upon their hands. Ther 
had to go through one hundred ang 
eichtcen regiments of foot, and a 
many of horfe and draroons, whofe 
accounts for non-eflective men had 
not been examined for twenty 
years .: wether. One reciment which 
they hi id gone through, had produ. 
ced 23,¢ ele for the ufe of COVEN. 
ment; and, though Mr Pit could 
not be fo fanguine as to expect that 
every regiipent would produce a 
NUCH, he however thought he 
might ftate the total, including con. 
tracts and other articles of abute, 
atthe fum of 1,oco,cool. The nert 
f=urce was the balance due from 


the company tor the fubfience of 
troops in Incia. This amounredt 
600, o00l., andthere was a probabt 


lity of its being paid in a -very 
fort time. ‘Lhe committee added 
to the a unclaimed di. 
vidends at the bank, a pars of which 
micht with fatety be applied to the 
public ufe, and the fale of the 
crown lands. 

Putthe gt at article, upon which 
they infitte 5% and upon wh - thev 
built their furett expectations of 
a permanent furp'us, was “th im 
provement of the revenue by pro 
per reculations to difcourage an 

. The revulations, which 


illicit tiade 
had alrea dy been made in this fe 


ccount, the 


{fpect, had not had room for theit 
full operation, and niight be ex 
pected fill to Increafe, tince an ade 
dition of this fort deried froma 
revtlar fource, and was not the 
fudden effect of the reftoranon @ 
peace. Wine was an article fill 


fubje: ‘t to gre: ot ibufes, an: 1 demand: 
ed an immedi late reriedy 
confumption of wine in this country 
was . t " diminithed. and yet it ap 
peared, when the average of the fal 
year bitin to be “compared with the 
year » that the revenue upe 


this ieticte fell fllort no lefs chan 


250,000! 
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240,020! Without laying a bur- 
then upon the country, there were 
tnany regulations to be made in the 
article ot fpirits, that woul lincre eale 
the revenue from that branclr ot 
trade. The article of tobacco was 
another object that demanded the 
atreation of the legiilature; and 
Mr, Pitt had no doubt, that, from 
the regulations that would be pro- 
poted under thee heads, the fum 
ol 300 coool, per annum, might at 
leaft be obtained. In another fef- 
fion of parlrame nt he intended alfo 
to introduce a confolidation of the 
cultoms, which would undoubtedly 
add greatly to the produce of the 
revenue. Lf therefore the fubject 
were fairly contidered, we might 
here fee {ums equal to the extraor- 
dinary demau ds. without any new 
ap plic ation to parliament, and with- 
out any additional burthen upon the 
peop le. 

One million was the fum annually 
to be contributed to the finkiag 
fund, and Mr. Pitt propofed, that 
this money fhould be placed in the 
hands of commiifioners appointed 
for that tenn fe; in qui wag piay- 
ments Of 250,o001. each, to bern 
on the fitth ot the fotlowin i july. 
He undertook to fhow in what man- 
ner this money would be furnithed 
tor the three quarterly payments, 
that would iall within the current 
year. He ilated the vs 9° and ineans 
at 13,302,430 Ms 5 ai id the itm DLdSS 
that had been voted at 12,477.0 ro 
Of coniequence, there remained 4 
furplus of 855,30sl. Thist ohne 
Mr. Vite conte’ fered as affording not 
only the requifite furm of 750 0001. 
but alf> a remainder of 135,400). ; 
and includ) ing the tucreafe ot the 
revenue aceordiny to the ideas of the 
commit, a remainder of 449,0G11. 

Mr. Pitt now to obferve, 
that the 


Which he had endeavoured to provs 


came 
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to the houfe, amounted to no more 
than goo,oool.; and that theretore 
the additional fum of 100,000l. 
mut be raifed in order to complete 
the propofed annual million. This 
fum ne was happy to be able to ob- 
tain without laying any taxes that 
would beburthenfome to the people 
at large. He would firit move tor 
an additional duty upon {pirits. 
They had formerly been charged 
in what was called the wath, with 
feven pence per gallon, ‘T his was 
atierwards deereafed to five penc "5 
and he thould now fix it at fix pence 
per. gallon, which would produce 
about 70,0c0l. Another operation 
he would propofe was only the mo- 
dification of a tax; it contifted in 
a duty upon thy importation of two 

fpecies of tunber.; and this he took 
at 30,000]. A tarther tax which 
he propoled was upon an article of 


mere luxury, upon periumery and 
hair-powder; and this he would 
rate at 15,000!. or 23 000 ! hus 


he would make up the requilite 
fum in orc ler ta complete the an- 
nual million. 

Mr. Pitt proceeded to expl.in to 
the houtfe the effects, that would be 
poduced by an atiention to com- 
pound interest. The milion to be 
applied would by hypothetis 
amount to atvery yvreat fam F 1 a pe- 
riod, that wis not very long in the 
life of an individual, amd was but 


an hour ttre exillence of a na- 
tion. It woul! cininifly che debe 
of this country fo such, pres 
vent the exigencies of war trom 


ever rating it to the enormous 
height they had rer Pe done. In 
the “period of twenty-eight years 
the fum o a million wonaally im- 
proved, would produce an income 
of four millions per amnum. Care 
therefore mutt be taken, that this 


tund were never diverted trom its or}- 
ginal deitination. This had hither- 
to 
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to been the bane of this country. 
Hf the original finkiny fund had 
been properly applied, it was eafy 
t prove that our debrs at this mo- 
ment would not have been very 
burthenfome. ‘To prevent this abute 
for the future, Mr. Pitt propoted, 
that the fum be vetted in the hands 
of certain commitlioners, to be by 
them applied quarterly to the buy- 
ing of tlock-; fo that to fum 
fhould ever lie within the grafp ot 
a minifter great cnough to tempt 
Lf to infringe upon this national 
revenue. By placing it in the 
hands of commulioners, it would 
be rendered impoflible that this 
fhould be done by ftealth; anda 
miniter could not have the confi- 
dence to come to that houfe, ex- 
prefsly to demand the repeal of fo 
beneficial and neceflary a law. 

The peifons, who fhould be ap- 

yinred to th's commilfion fhould be 
of rank and diftinction, to fecure 
them from fufpicion, and to create, 
as far as character could go, a be- 
lief of their difcbarging their trult 
with rectitu.'e and fidelity. In the 
firit place, he thought it right, that 
the perfon, by whom the office of 
fpeaker of that houfe fhould be 
filed, ffould be placed at the head 
of it. Parltament could not more 
folemn'y promulgate its high fente 
of the dure by which the com- 
miffioners would be bound. He 
thoucht alfo, without afcribing any 
thing to himfelf, that the perion 
who held an office fo intimately 
connected with finance, as the 
chancellor of the exchequer, ought 
to have a place in that lift. To 
thefe might be added the mafter of 
the rotis, the yovernor and deput 
governor of the bank of ected, 
and the accomptant-gencral ef the 
high court ot chancery. Such 
were the perfons Mr. Pitt fhould 
propofe to be appointed to this 
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truft, when the bill fhould coms 
before the committee. He was fyr 
from alcribing any merit to himfelf 
in fuggefting the fcheme ; but he 
could not but think himfelf very 
happy, thar, inttead of expending 
the money of the public, he thould 
have the good fortune to be led to 
fet about diminifhing its burthens, 
‘The plan had: long been the wih 
and the hope of all-men; and he 
felt uncommon pleafure in bein 
able to flatter himfelf, that his nam: 
might be infcribed on that firm co 
lumn, which was now about to be 
raifed to natioztal faith, and national 
profperity. 

The firlt perfon, who fuggetied 
his remarks upon the plan which 
had been opened by Mr. Pitt, wa 
fir Grey Cooper. He ridiculed the 
ftrefs, which had been laid upont hs 
mode of the accumulation of mo. 
ney at compound intereft, and re. 
marked that it was a_propoiition 
pertecily fimple and obvious » 
every capacity. He obferved, that 
the mode in which the late com. 
mittee had proceeded in making up 
its: report, was txtremely unfait. 
They had taken the amount of the 
receipt of the public income for the 
prefent year, becaufe it had proved 
u remarkably favourable year; and 
had not flated againit it the real ex 
penditure of the year, beeaufe that 
would have afforded no furplay 
upe* the itriking of the balance. 
Very different had been the com 
duct of the father of the prefident 
of the committee, Mr. Geoigt 
Grenville, who in 2 pamphlet, that 
had been publifhed under his direc- 
tion at the clofe of the preceding 
war, entitled Confiderations on the 
State of the Finances of the Nation, 
had exprefsly declared that he did 
not think himfelf at liberty to take 
the receipt of the current year for 
the batis ef his saquiry, - 

tha 





Le elCeeelCUlUCk et 


- awe ae as lhClUDlC lC ee lC(itlC ee ele tlCm,lC ri lC el lCUrwUlC(iaK SlCr OCU 





ir 


aww ame 8S BOs 36 Sh 


al ss? Sed ——_ a 





FOREIGN 


ahat was the year immediately after 
the conclufion of the peace, and of 
confequence had been a year more 
productive than ufual. He remark- 
ed upon the language of Mr. Pitt, 
who had faid, that the three mil- 
lions of exchequer bills to be paid 
off need not be taken into the ac- 
count, as they made an article j:n- 
der each diftinét head of fupply, 
and of ways and means; thofe to 
be paid off ranging under the fox- 
mer, and three millions more to be 
ifived in the difcharge of them, 
rans ing under the latter. Was Mr. 
Pitt aware that the circulation of 
thefe bills would be a great incon- 
venience, and under certain cir- 
cumflances wowld materially de- 
prefs the market? The conduct of 
lord North in 1773 had been very 
different, and much more provi- 
dent. The amount of exchequer 
bills did not at that time exceed 
1,820,0001,; and yet he had exert- 
ed himfelf to reduce their value to 
1,0c0,0001., and had fufpended the 
payment of the funded debt for that 
operation, which had been thought 
by perfons of the greateft experi- 
ence the motft advifeable mode of 
applying the furplus of the year. 
Mr. Fox introduced his remarks 
with declaring, that no man in ex- 
lilence ever was, or ever had been 
agreater friend to the intlitution 
et a finking fund, than he had 
fhown himielf from the firft mo- 
ment of his political life. He con- 
demned the mode in which the late 
committee had proceeded in ftrik- 
ing an average, which he faid was 
notonly different from every for- 
mer committee, but which totally 
reverfed the very principle upon 
Which an operation of this kind 
muft be founded. In illuftration 


of his remark, he inftanced the 
produce of the tax upon malt, in 
eitimating which the committee had 
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thought proper to leave out of their 
calculation the year 1782, which 
they ftated to have been uncom- 


monly deficient. Now the ule of 
an average had ever been to {trike 
a balance between iums of a differ- 
ent amount, and to take into con- 
fideration a number of years, among 
which there might be fome of ex- 
traordinary fearctty, and others of 
extraordinary plenty. Mr. Fox, 
reminded the houle of the ridicule 
Mr. Piet had thrown upon the lan- 
guage he had ufed on the firtt day 
of the feffion, when he had obferv- 

ed in a moderate ityle, that he be- 
lieved there might be fome cxifling 

furplus. The tact was now afcer- 

tained, and he begyed leave te atk, 

whether, fo far trom its being true, 

that there was fome furplus for the 

prefent year, there was not an ace 

tual deficiency ? 

In the opinion of Mr. Fox, 
twenty-eight years was too longa 
period to which to look forward for 
the effect of this plan. Before that 
term was arrived, it was not im- 
probable we might have another 
war, and a variety of circumftances 
might occur, which would operate 
as atemptation to a future chan- 
cellor of the exchequer, and a fu- 
ture houfe of cemmans to repeal 
the act, annul the inftirution, and 
divert the appropriation of its {tock 
to the immediate fervices of the 
year. It was a melancholy reflec- 
tien, which was held out to the pub- 
ke by the report under confidera- 
tion, when it was the clear deduce 
tion from the whole, that the per- 
manent peace eftablifiment was not 
to be expected before the year 1791, 
eight years after the conclufion of 
the war. In order to give the pro- 


per degree of efficacy to fo import- 
ant a meafure as that which was 
now before the houfe, Mr. Fox ree 


commended to the miniiler to pro- 
vide 
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vide new taxes in lieu of fuch as 
had failed, in order to make up the 
fum for which thofe taxes had on- 
ginally been given. The fhop-tax 
for initance, had been eftimated at 
329,000! It appeared however, 
that its actual produce would 
amount to no more than 70,000 ; 
and, whenthe modifications which 
were now introduced fhould come 
into operation, the whole would be 
reduced to an income of 50,00cl. 
In this cafe he held it to be the du- 
ty of the chancellor of the ex- 
chequer, cither to propofe a new 
tax that would be efficient for 
120,000l,, and repeal the fhop-tax, 
or a tax that would produce 
=c,oool., the fum by which the 
actual produce of the fhop-tax tell 
fhort of the amount at which it 
had origina'ly been eftimated. In- 
ficad of applying an imayinary fer- 
plus to the purpofe of inilituting 
a finking fund, he would have ad- 
vifed the creation of an actual mil- 
lion by the introduction of new 
taxes, and the placing the fund 
upon a folid foundation, which was 
now built upon nothing but vifion- 
ary predictions, 

Mr. Fox ttated two fpecific ob- 
jections to the plan which was de- 
feribed by Mr. Pitt. The firtt was 
the idea of making the fum appro- 
priated inalienable in time of war ; 
and he endeavoured to point out 
feveral difadvantages which would 
refule from this provifion. His 
other objection was pointed againit 
the circumftance of making the en- 
gagemeat info which parliament 
entered tor paying off the debt, a 
matter Only ot general obligation, 
and thus leaving both the commif- 
fioners and the objet of their intti- 
tution liable to be annihilated by a 
future parliament. He reminded 
the houfe of the mode of the ori- 
ginal matitution of a plan for pay- 
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ing off a part of the national dely. 
which had been va fubfcription 
of individuals, to o#fiom the faith 
of parliament had ..n engaged to 
redeem fpecific pertions at certaig 
ftated periods. He dwelt upon the 
difference between tie two plans, 
obferving that under the latter, the 
engagement of parliament was hel 
equally facred, with the pledge ge. 
nerally to pay the interett of the 
national debt; and undoubtedly, 
nothing fhort of a national bank. 
ruptcy would have prevented the 
fms tor which the nation was en. 
gaged, from being paid to the indi. 
vidual fabfcribers. Mr. Fox alf 
exprefled fome doubts, whether the 
compelling the commilfioners to lay 
aut the money on certain © days 
might not raife the market, and to 

feover fellors, when none might 
voluntarily offer, mirht not fo far 
inhance the price of the ftock, as to 
occation the benefit to be entirely 
lott to the public. 

Mr. Pitt rephed to the objections 
of Mr. Fox. He oblerved, thutthe 
idea of paying off a part of the debt 
by a fublenption of individuals, had 
been fuggelted to him by feveral 
perfons, and had received his own 
approbation, but that he had after- 
waids been obliged to reject it on 
account of the inconveniencies to 
which it was Hable, With regard 
to preferving the fund to be invari: 
aly applied in) diminution ot the 
debt, this was to be confidered as 
the moft effential circumftunce of 
the meafure. To fufler it Pany 
time or upon any preience to be dis 
verted from its objeét, would be 
to defeat and overturn the whole 
of his plan. He hoped theretore 
when the bill be fhould introduce 
tnould once have puffed into a law 
that the houfe would hold itfelf fe 
lemniy pledged never to liften to any 
nropofal tor its repeal. ; 

Upon 
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Upon the fecond reading of the 
bill por the eftablithing of a fund to 
be inalicnably applied to the paying 
of the national debt, which took 
place on the fixth of April, Mr. 
Hoffey afligued feveral realons, 
though ardently. attached 10 the 
idea of a finking fund, that induce d 
him to tear, that the appropriating 
any pert of the public revenue tO 
this purpofe was not yet pra-ticable, 
He declared, that he had felt great 
fatisfaction, when Mr, Pitt, in tak- 
ing notice of the excefs of the ex- 
peaditure of the prefent year be- 
yond the general ftayement in the 
report of the committee, had faid, 
that, though there might, upon the 
four enfuing arife an excels 
cf difourfemenc to the amount ol 
three millions, he had however no 
doubt that money would come into 
the hands of the public fufhciently 
early to anfwer that demand. but 
uy) 1 ~6recolle€tien he had found, 
that the receipt of that money was 
exirenely uncertain, The pay- 
ment of the debt of the Ealt India 
company was not a thing that could 
be counted upon with fecuri y, con- 
i 
t 


ears 
yeats, 


ce 
idering the embarraffinent in which 
he affairs of that company were ine 
volved. The unclaimed dividends 
at the bank could not be applied to 
the fervice of the nation, without fe- 
curity being given, to the public 
creditor, that the money fhould be 
forthcoming when properly called 
for; nor ought it to be touched 
without a diligent fearch after the 
owner os the dividend. Mr Huftiey 
complained of the imconveniences 
that would arife from the quantity 
of exchequer bills which were at 
this time unfunded, declaring, that, 
if great care were not taken, the re- 
fult would be, that the public in 
their tratic in the funds would buy 
dear and fell cheap. 


On the fourth of May Mr, She- 


wis 
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ridan brought forward a number of 
motions, of Whichthe houfe hadbeen 
for fome time in expectation, and 
the object of which was to cenfure 
the report which had been prefented 
by Mr. Grenville’s committee. 
Thefe motions he fupported by a 
fpeech of great brilliancy, and in 
the courfe of which he difplayed a 
very intimate and comprehenfive 
acquaintance with the fubject of 
finance. It was not his purpofe to 
enter Into any argument refpecting 
the principle of the bill for the efta- 
blifhment of a finking fund, or to 
difcuts the propriety of applying 
the furplus fuppofed to exift, in the 
manner provided by that bill. The 
object, upon which he intended to 
enter, was, the examination of the 
great and important quettion, whe- 
ther there actually exifted any fur- 
plus. He was well aware, that, 
however intimate were the connec- 
tion of the fubject with the welfare 
of the nation, it was not one of 
thofe, in which the houfe took any 
great delight, or to the difcutlion of 
which they were fond of attending. 
The criuical fitugtion of the country 
however, and the magnitude of the 
object in queftion, he hoped, would 
be thought to entitle it to their par- 
ticular notice. Inu the commence- 
mene of fo important a bufinefs, 
plain-dealing was firft of all indif- 
pentibly neceflary. Above all it 
beheved that houfe not to deceive 
itfelt, to glofs over nothing, to avoid 
nothing that made againft the defir- 
ed purpofe. Under this impreffion 
it was, and not with any defpondent 
ideas of the national refources, thar 
he meant to call their attention to 
the report upon the table; and he 
conceived that he fhould be able to 
prove, that it was drawn up upon 
erroneous principles, that it was re- 
plete with miftaken calculations, 


that the committee had acted under 
F a dg 
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a delufion, and that the effect of the 
whole was too fallacious to deferve 
their reliance, as the ground of a 

roceeding of fo ferious and impor- 
tanta nature. Mr. Sheridan beg- 

ed leave, once for all, to be un- 
Ferftood as not Meaning to convey 
any imputation on the perfons who 
compoied the committee; at the 
fame time that he mu‘ confefs, that 
he thought the manner in which 
the committee had been formed h- 
able to greatobjection. Mr. Pitt had 
gone the length of avowing, that he 
{hould not be afhamed to deliver lifts 
of his own frivads to be ballotted 
for to form the committee. He 
fhould have imagined, thata fair and 
impartial committee, competed of 
men of different fentiments, men, 
who were as likely to have drawn 
out the dark fide of the queition as 
the favourable one, would have 
been the beft adapted for fuch an 
occahon, 

The committee, in the exerdium 
of the report, obferved, that the 
large amount or the taxes propoted 
fince the commencement of the lite 
war, the difficulties under which the 
different branches of our commerce 
laboured during the continuance 
of that war, and the great and in- 
creafing prevalence of illicit trade 
previoully to the meafures recently 
adopted tor its fuppreilion, appeared 
to render any averages of the amount 
of the revenue in any former peri- 
ods, ina great degree inapplicable to 
the prefent fituation of the country. 
The very reverfe of this reafoning 
ought to have prevailed. The com- 
mittee would have done much more 
wilely to have ftated the averages of 
former periods ; and where, Mr. She- 
ridan afked, was the difficulty, fince 
peace Was no new fituation to this 
country ? The favourite obje& of 
the report was to hold up the mea- 
fuies, recently taken by the minifter 

7 


of the day for the prevention of 
fmuggling, as the principal caufe of 
the 1uppoied increafe of the public 
income. Mr. Sheridan contradi@. 
ed this pofition. He mentioned 
fugar and feveral other articles, the 
revenue upon which could not be 
fuppofed to have been affected by 
thefe meafures. Indeed he knew 
not how thofe meafures could jg 
any refpect be faid to have tended 
to the increafe of the revenue, unlefs 
it was in the effect of the comm. 
tation-tax. The operation of that 
regulation was to increale the con. 
{umption of*tea in this kingdom, 
and particularly of teas of the finer 
fort, and thus to extend a trade, the 
balance of which had already been 
fo highly difadvantageous to this 
coustry. The immediate conte 
quence of this meafure was, that the 
Fatt India company was placed ur: 
der the neceffity of tuhing up from 
the public according to the eftimate 
ot one of her moti »ctive members, 
Mr. Baring, four millions of money. 
This was doubtleis an overilaty 
ment; but whatever were the fum, 
the company muft borrow it of the 
bank, and parliament be the fecuris 
tv, which was exactly the fameas 
it they had lent it themfelves. 
Mr. Sheridan pointed out feveral ats 
ticles which appeared fo him to 
have been erroncoutly calculated; 
the game duties, the poft-horfe tax, 
the duty on vloves, the duty on 
medicines, the fhop-tax, and the 
tax on attornies. ‘To what a vatt 
number of years muft parliament 
look forward, even admitting that 
the committee had been founded in 
its arguments, for the completion of 
their wonderful defigns ? Phe pre- 
fent members of the houfe would 
be departed, and their political ex- 
iftence terminated. ‘They, the old 
grey-bearded fiewards, who had 
rack-rented the tenants, diltrained 

their 
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their goods, and levied executions, 
would be then no more; they 
would have left the new parliament 
like a young heir to come into the 
offefion of an unincumbered ettate. 
Mr. Sheridan obfervea, that there 
were many expences that would 
yrobably come upon the public be- 
fore the year 1791, of which the 
committee had not taken the leatt 
notice in their report, He declared, 
that he thought 1,800,o00l. too 
low for the peace eitablifliment of 
the navy. He reminded the houfe, 
that our {icuation was now very dif- 
ferent from what it had been at the 
end of the war before the lait. We 
could then reft in fecurity with a 
much fmaller naval force than was 
now neceflary for our protection, 
The national glory and honour 
were at that day a toufficient guard; 
bur, though our efforts had been 
wonderful dusing the late war, 
fill it was to be remembered, that 
we had been unfuccefsful. When 
the fyftem of fortifications had been 
reprobated, the houte would recol- 
lect, that they were all agreed jn 
the premifes that it was right to pro- 
tect the dock-yards; and that, when 
the new-fangled mode of protection 
was rejected, it was determined to 
defend them in the old fafhioned, vul- 
gar way, by a ftrong navy, He at 
the time, and he believed many o- 
thers had expected, that a part of 
the money refuted for the fortifica- 
tions would have been demanded 
for the purpofe of ftrengthening the 
navy. Behde, though the oe gow 
fortifications had been rejected, yet 
fome fortifications there would be, 
and they certainly would coft fome- 
thing. Another expence was, the 
civil lift, for it was pretty generally 
underftood, that the king ftood in 
need of the whole goo,000!. for his 
own expenditure. The efiablith- 


ment of the other branches of the 
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royal family muft be added to the 
general eltimate. Thére was any 
other fubject which could not long 
be deferred, and that was the ine 
creafe of the income of the prince of 
Wales. Thele additions to the 
expenditure, together with feveral 
others which Mr. Sheridan enus 
merated, amounted to 4,000,000). g 
to pay which he faw nething in 
the report which deferved to be de- 
pended upon. At prefent it was 
clear there was no furplus, and the 
only means which fuggeiled thems 
felves to him for procuring the fum 
wanted to commence the fyftem, 
was a loan of a million for this 
fpecial purpofe. For the minitter 
might fay with the perfon in the 
comedy, ** If you will not lend me 
the money, how canI pay you?” 
Certain he was, that to rely on the 
report on the table, and to proceed 
with a bill founded upon fo fallaci- 
ous principles and fo erroneous rea- 
fonings, would be the height of 
rafhinefs and prefumption. It would 
be trufting too much to chance; 
anc, if Mr. Pitt were imprudent 
enough to rifk it, it would ill be- 
come that houfe to countenance 
fuch a conduct. If they did, they 
would act like a fchool-boy, who, 
for the fake of getting at the fruit, 
grafped at the firft branch which he 
could reach,and not only pulled down 
the unripe fruit, but deftroyed the 
bloflom, the bud and the bough, the 
hopes of a future crop. 

Mr. Sheridan’s refolutions were 
as follow : * ‘That the expected an- 
nual amount of the national income 
{tated in the report of the committee, 
appeared in no refpect to have been 
calculated upon the average receipts 
of a number of years, but was fixed 
at the amount of the produce of one 
year only, with the addition of the 
probable increafe of the new taxes : 
That it appeared, that the account 
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of theannual expenditure, as oppo’ed 
to the amount of the income io Cal- 
culated, was not a ftarement of the 
prefent exiiting expenditure, or of 
that which muit exilt for fome ycars 
to come, but was formed trom the 

robable reductions, which it was al- 
dyed would hgve taken place in 
the profpect of permanent pedce to- 
wards the end of the year 1791: 
That the diferent branches of the 
revenue, in the period upon which 
the future was calculated, appeared 
to have been fingularly productive, 
particularly in the cufloms : That it 
did not appear, that any means had 
been taken or information called for, 
in order to afcertain whether fuch 
au increafe of revenue had arifen 
from caufes which were likely to 
have a permanent operation o? 
otherwife ; and that fuch an in- 
vefligation was indi!penfably necet- 
fary : That the uncertainty of elli- 
mating by fuch a criterion the ex- 
pected future produce of the revenue, 
was {till more evident upon a com- 
parifon of the quarter day ending 
the fifth of April lath, with the fame 
quarter in the preceding year upon 
which the future income was calcu- 
bated ; by which it appeared that 
the amount of the latter quarter 
was interwr in the article of cultoms 
by the fum of 183,215]. 138. 4d. 
to the former: That inthe taid re- 
port there were certain articles of re- 
ceipt erroneoufly ttated, as proper to 
be added to the future annual in- 
come, and other articles ot expence 
erroneoully omitredto be addediothe 
expenditure: That the fums voted, 
and to be vated for the prefent year 
confiderably excecded 155397+47 116: 
Phat the means by which the de- 
ficiency was to be mace goed arofe 
trom aids and debts that belonged to 
the prefent year only: That there 
was no fyrplus income ow exifting 
applicable to the reduction of the 


BRITISH AND 


national debt: That a furplus jp. 
come in the enfuing quarters coyjd 
arife only in the renewal of a Joay 
for an extraordinary million, bor. 
rowed upon exchequer bills in the 
lait year, and which it would be 
unnecefiary to make but for the 
purpofe of fecuring that furplus; 
That an extraordivary increafe of 
exchequer bills was an inexpedient 
anticipation of chat affiftance which 
government might receive in the 
event of a peculiar emergency: That 
the faving to the public upon the 
intereit of money borrowed in this 
way, was rendered precarious by 
the neccility of the more fpeedy if- 
fuing ot fuch bills, in order that the 
object tor which the Joan was made 
might be effectuallyanfwered : That, 
admitting, that by the foregoing 
means the expecied furplus would 
arife upon the three enfuing quar 
ters, it appeared, that there would 
then be au interval of nearly four 
years, betore the commencement of 
that permanent peace efta lifhment, 
which was to furnifh in the reduc 
tion of its fervices the expected fur 
plus: That in this period it appear 
ed trom the vouchers annexed tothe 
report and other papers that a fum 
amounting to 4,000,c001., befides 
2,000,000]. due tothe bank, would 
be wanted above the itated annual 
income : Finally, that for this fum 
of 6,000,001. there appeared to be 
no adequate provilion or refource.” 
The refolutions were carried in the 
negative without a divillon. 

{t was not difcovered rill the fink 
ing fund bill was ina committee, that 
a part of the powers delegated by 
that bill to the new commitlioners 
ran counter to preceding acts of par- 
liavent. ‘The matter was thus ex- 
plained to the houfe by fir Grey 
Cooper. The bill afflumed and de 
legated a power to pay off and re 
deem the redecmable public an 

nultics 

















FOREIGN 


nuities at or above par upon fuch 
notice, and on the payment of fuch 
{ums, as were preferibed and dircct- 
ed by the faid claufe.””. The error 
probably arofe from a negligent 
and inattentve contruction of the 
words * redeemable annutties.”” It 
might have been expected, that the 

erfon, who propofed this mott im- 
portant bill, fhould have known or 
been initrucied, that the public an- 
nuities were not redeemable in the 
unlimited fenfe of the word, but on- 
ly in a certain manner and under 
{pecitic terms and conditions > with 
refpect to the formalities that thould 
weeede, and the amount of the fums 
that fhould be paid off ar cach pee 
riod of redemption. If the clarte 
had remained as it then flood, ‘he 
comrmiflioners either cou'd not have 
applied any purtion of the money 
to be vefted in them, towards the 
redemption of any part of tht public 
debt at par; or it they fhould have 
taken any fleps or given any notices 
tor that purpofe, all fuch proceed- 
jngs and tranfactions would have 
been null and void. ‘This would 
have been an inaufpicious opening 
to a great plan for the ‘reduction of 
the national debt. The credit of 
this country had been maintained by 
a regular obfervance of the plight- 
ed faith of parliament, and by an 
invariable adherence to the compact 
of the public with its creditor. “The 
moit minute aberration from this 
line of conduct, the leaft rendency to 
obliquity or indirection in any tranf- 
action with the flockholders, the moft 
diftant fufpicion that an implied ora 
partial confent could break one fibre 
of the public engagements, would 
affect the future ftate and condition 
ef the kingdom in its refources, and 
in its loans when neceflity fhould 
cemand them, infinitely more than 
the moft profperous fuccefs of the 
prelent meafure could ever compen- 
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fate. An amendment was made to 
remove this objection. 

A farther amendment was made 
by Mr. Fox in, concert with Mr. 
Pitt. Mr. Fox repeated the objec- 
tion, which he had originally made 
to the circumftance of making the 
{inking fund unalienable in time of 
war, and {tated thas his objection 
refted upon the difficulty into which 
the country might confequently be 
thrown iy the negociation of a fu- 
ture loan. What he fhould with 
therefore was, that, whenever a new 
loan fhould hereafter be made, the 
minifter thould not only propote 
taxes, Which were efficacious and 
productive to pay the intereft of the 
loan, but alfo fufhicient to make 
good to the finkiog tund what had 
been taken tromit; and that atthe 
fame time the commiffioners fhould 
be empowered toaccepi the loan, or 
fo much of it, as thould be equal to 
the cath of the public which mighe 
be then in their hapds. He meanr, 
that, if, when anew loan of fix mil- 
lions waz propoted, there fhould be 
one million in the hands of the come 
miffoners ; in fuch cafe the com- 
mifioners fhould take a million of 
the loan, and the bonus or douccur 
of that million should be received 
by them tor the public; fo that, in 
faét, the public would only have 
five millions to borrow. Mr. Pitt 
was pecuharly happy to find a mo- 
tion of this nature come from Mr, 
Fox, becaufe it proved to him, that 
the idea which he had entertained 
of Mr. Fox’s opinion upon the fub- 
ject was erroneous. He had, he 
confefled, imayined, that his objece 
tion was built upon grounds much 
lefs politic and liberal. He had 
apprehended that Mr. Fox’s princi- 
ple had been, that the whole of the 
fund, as well the annual million as 
the accruing intereft, thould be li- 
able at all times of. difficulty to be 
applied 
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ied tothe current fervice. Mr. 
Pitt added in recommendation of 
ahe amendment, that the chief ap- 
prebenfion, which could arife in the 
qninds of thofe who withed well to 
the inftitution, was that it might 
afford a temptation to future mint- 
fiers in times of diftrefs, to apply 
che fund to the exigencies of gover- 
anent, in order to relieve themifelves 
from the painful neceflity of doing 
their duty in raifing the fupphies. 
Now this amendment would prove 
a means of preventing any tempt- 
ation, becaufe, without interfering 
with the main purpofe of the efta- 
blifinent, every advantage, which 
could refult toa minifter by divert- 
ing the money to the current fer- 
vices, might be obtained. Mr. Pitt 
hoped that poficrity would take an 
example from the prefent moment, 
and perfevere in the perfection of the 
objeét which was now begun ; and he 
thought it no inaufpicious omen for 
che ultimate fuccels of the plan, that 
its popriety and necefliiy had been 
fo obvious, as to overcome the {pirit 
and prejudice of party, and to create 
gn unanimity and concurrence of 
fentiment in perfons, who, more, he 
was fure, from accident than incli- 
nation, were in general of diferent 
opinions. The amendment was re- 
ceived, 

The other objection of Mr. Fox 
was purfued with fome variation in 
the houfe of lords by earl Stanhope. 
This nobleman fuggetted his idea 
to the houfe upon the fecond read- 
ing of the finking fund bill, which 
took place on the twenty-fecond of 
May. He thought that no appre- 
henfion was more alarming,than that 
ot the diverfion of the new finking 
fund in time of war, and that the 
only way to encounter this objec- 
tion was by the fubfcription of indi- 
viduals, He ftated that 4,000,000l., 
of free revenue to which the finkipg 
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fund was finally to accumulate, 
would enable a minifter to obtain 
80,000,000 by way of loan, 
alluded to the fpeech of Mr. Pit, 
in which he had ftated it as a reco, 
commendation of Mr. Fox’s claufe, 
that it tended todiminifh the tempt. 
ation to divert the finking fund, 
Earl Stanhope faid, that any maa, 
who could ufe duch an argument, 
abfulutely abandoned the detence of 
the bill. The plan he propofed was, 
that books fhould be opened at the 
bank in order to receive the names 
of fuch holders of ftock bearing | 
three per cent. interett, as fhould be 
willing to fignify their confent to ac. 
cept of gol. for every 100}. of their 
prefent capital, whenever the public 
fliould be defiroys of redeeming the 
faid capital at that price ; and that 
all holders of this new three per 
cent. ftock, fhould be entitled to be 
paid off, before any part of any other 
public ftock fhould be redeemed. Ie 
was not however earl Sranhope’s 
intention, to deprive the commiffione 
ers of the power already delegated 
to them of purchafing ftock at the 
market price during a certain period, 
but mercly to pledge the public tore 
dcem the new three per cents, at 
gcl. whenever it fhould be judged 
expedient, prior to their a 
any other portion of the nation 
debt. In recommendation of his 
fcheme, lord Stanhope produced the 
letters of feveral eminent brokers, 
bankers and merchants, and of doce 
tor Richard Price. 

There was no fituation, faid lord 
Stanhope, however unfortunate, 
which did not aftord fome fpecies 
of confolation ; and, fuch had been 
the goodnefs of providence towards 
mankind, that circumftances of mif- 
fortune gencrally carried fome alle- 
viation along with them. The pre- 
fent fituation of our finances affords 
ed an initance of this, If we wer¢ 

rich, 
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vich, the nation might be haughty, 
and miniiters might be proud, and 
might be tempted to involve the 
nation in rath wars, from the fa- 
eility with which they could obtain 
fupplies. Bur, it the nation were 

ry if it were deeply involved in 
debt, if it were loaded with taxes 
which it could fearcely bear, mini- 
fters would not dare to involve this 
country in expenfive wars without 
provocation and without neceffi- 
ty ; for the nation would tear that 
minifter in pieces, who, in the pre- 
fent fituation of our finances, fhould 
involve the kingdom in a war, or 
attempt to lay on an additional load 
of taxes without a fufficient caufe. 
But the bill of Mr. Pitt tended to 
fubvert, as it were, the great fyitem 
of nature. For without making us 
rich, ittook from us any advantage 
which we might derive from our 
poverty. 

Earl Stanhope ftated, that it was 
a great advantage of the plan which 
he had now fuggefted, that it might 
another year be grafted upon Mr. 
Pitt’s plan. The bill of the mini- 
fter was not defective fo much on 
account of what it did contain, as 
on account of what it oughtto, but 
did not contain. It was his with, 
that Mr. Pitt’s bill fhould pafs with- 
out a diffenting voice, in order to 
fhow foreign powers, that, what- 
ever might be the differences of 
Opinion in this country with re- 
{pect to politics, there was one fub- 
yet upon which we were unani- 
mous, a firm determination to re- 
duce our debt, and redeem our 
finances. People might wonder 


how he could reconcile it to his 
confcience to vote for fo defective 
and fo bad a bill. But his princi- 
pal objection was, that a minifter 
might be induced to involve this 
country into a war, in order to feize 
vpon a large furplus; and that 
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objetion did not now exit. The 
furplus of the year 1736 was not 
that tempting morfel, that feducing 
bait, for the operation of which 
upon a minitter’s — he en- 
tertained fo lively apprehentions. 
Lord Stanhope concluded with mov- 
ing arefolution, *¢ that it was high- 
ly important to the public creditors, 
and neceffary for the welfare of the 
country, that a plan for the reduc- 
tion of the national debt thould be 
rendered abfolutely permanent ; 
and that it was therefore effential 
that the public faith thould be fully 
pledged to individuals, by an ex- 
prefs compact being entered inte 
between the {tate and the creditors, 
fo that the breach of fuch a cons 
tract fhould be equivalent to an ack 
of bankruptcy.” 

Lord Loughborough and lard 
Stormont paid very high compli- 
ments to the fuggettions of earl 
Stanhope. They declared, that 
they had never recollected a firik 
f{peech in that aflembly, which was 
the cireumflance under which lord 
Stanhope had fpoken, that had 
come with more weight, or made a 
more evident impreffion on the 
houfe. His ideas and their own; 
refpecting the principles of the con- 
ftituuon, and the conduct which 
ought to be purfued at the prefent 
moment, were perfectly fimilar. 
They however advifed him to 
withdraw his prefent motion. To 
this lord Stanhope ceuld not con- 
fent, as his principal defign in fug- 
gefting it had been to enter his opi- 
nion upon the journals of the houfe. 
Lord Camelford replied to the ar- 
guments that had been employed. 
He exprefled his wifhes, that the 
houfe would proeeed with fuch 
found policy and extreme caution, 
as to avoid throwing the leaft dif. 
credit upon the bill, or giving the 
world an idea that it was thought 
aa 
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an imperfect » meafure. Nothing 
indeed was more defireable than 
that the plan fhould be permaneat ; 
but it was impoitlible to give ita 
higher degree of permanency than 
it would derive trom the bill upon 
the table. With regard to the pro- 
polal of paying off the three per 
cents at gol., lord Camelford 
thought, that the plan of paying 
them off at the market price was 
more advantageous for the public, 
becaule it made a period of war the 
time that it would be moft eafy for 
difcharging the debt. The retolu- 
tion of lord Stanhope was {ét alide 
by a previous quettion. 

A mation was made by lord Stor- 
mont for a meflage to be fent to the 
houfe of gommons, to know the 
grounds upon which they had 
paffed the till, that by this means 
they might obtain a copy of the 
report of the felect committee. He 
reminded the houfe, that on a for- 
mer occation the mimiter had ot 
his own accord fent up minutes of 
the evidence, that the commons had 
heard at their bar, and which they 
ftated to have been the ground ot 
their proceedings in the cafe of the 
Inth propofitions. A meffage was 
drawn up by the duke of Rich- 
mond, and appeared at the mo- 
ment to have received the counte- 
nance of Mr. Pitt; but it was di’- 
covered upon further enquiry, that 
no precedeat cou'd be tound for a 
compliancé with (uch a Cemand ; 
and of conequence the houle of 
commons, ppon the motien of the 
minitler, returned an aniwer to that 
purpofe. Lord Loughborourh arid 
Jord Stormont refiiled all tarther 
Sg al upon the bill of Mr. 
itt, upon the ground that the 
houfe had not betore them the in- 
formation which they had alr ady 
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but they were over-ruled by the 
fenfe ot the majority. 

On the fame day, on which Mp, 
Pitt had originally moved his refo. 
lutions preparatory to the introdye. 
tion of his finking fund bill, a mef- 
fave from, the king was delivered to 
both houfes of parliament, ftating, 
“that it gave him great concer 
that it had not becn tound poifible 
to confine the expences of the q. 
vil lit within the annual fum of 
850,00c1., now applicable to thar 
purpofe. A farther debt had nes 
ceffarily been incurred, and the 
king relied on the zeal and afte. 
tion of parliament, that they would 
take the debt into their early cons 
fideration, and make fuch provie 
fion as the circumttances might ape 
pear to require.”” Upon the mos 
tion for taking this meflage into 
confideration, Mr. Pitre remarked, 
that, when the lait regulation took 
place with refpect to the civil hi, 
it was provided by parliament that 
an annual deduction of so,ocol. 
fhould be made out of the allow- 
ance tor that purpofe, for the pay- 
ment by inilallments of a debt of 
300,0col., due upon excheqiter 
bills, which had been iffued to tup- 
ply the tormer deficiencies of the 
litt. He put his argument from 
this circumitance into the form of 
a dilemma. Either parliament had 
directed, that at a future period the 
civil litt was to be allowed 50,accl. 
more than was neceflary, or it was 
put jor the prefent upon a footing 
ot so,cool. lefs than was neceflary. 
Iéxperience had proved the latter 
to be the cafe. It had been found 
pertectly impraéticable to meet all 
all the demands with 850,000; 
and a freth debt of <;0,000l. had 
acerued in addition to the fum ot 
180,c0cl., which yet remained un 
paid ot the exchequer bills. He 

should 
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fhould therefore move for a fum, 
equal to the amount of both thete 
taken to; vethe r, to be grants d to de- 
fray all ‘incumbrances, and of con- 
feque nee that the full fum of 
g20,0001. fhould remain for the 
annual expenditure of the civil litt, 
Mr. Drake paid many compli- 
ments to the moral and religious 
chara®er of the fovervign; but the 
pretiing necellity of the times ren- 
é red Occonomy in every part of 
he public exp nditure indifpental ly 
ereh a All ranks of people muit 
make it their firft object, andi it was 
the duty of the crown im particular 
to fet the ex xample. Mr, Drake re- 
marked upon the very large ap- 
pointments of certain patent offices 
in the houfhotd, and his objections 
were anfwered by Mr. Pitt. Mr. 
Powys confefied himfelf aware of 
the indglicacy of feeming to objest 
arainit the motion ; but, before he 
could give his confent,’ he expected 
to hear Mr. ite pledge himtelf to 
the houfe, that he had ufed his ut- 
moft atténtion to prevent the debrs 
being incurred by any unneceflary 
expe nees. W ashe to bcheve, thar 
noambafficors had been appointed 
to foreign courts, and maintained 
on hit ch falarics, while they were in 
fact perfectly ineffcient, and had 
nat even once for years together 
cached the court to which they 
were appointe dr Was he to con- 
lider the having eh ambaffado's 
upon fepar ate eitablifhments at Pa- 
Vis, as a teft of aeconomy ? He: ac- 
knowledged, that Mr. Eden was ab 
well qu uslified for the tafk of nevo- 
clating a commercial treaty, 11s ny 
man in the country; but he se 
ever underitood, that se ce a 
éll as pol itical matters were un vee r 
th e care of the ambaffador ; per if 
the duke of Dorfet cither had’ not 
leffure, er was not competent to 
enter into the detail of comm 
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concerns, he thought the proper 
way was to have fent out a perfon 
to affiit him, whofe wank in life 
would not have rendered it impro- 
per for him to act in a fubordinate 
capacity. Mr. Pitt replied as to 
the appointment of an ambaflador 
to Madrid, that, at the time of lord 
Cc hefierfield’s nomination, there was 
not any room to expect that an ame 
baffador would not have been dif- 
patched ftom that courts As foon as 
it was ditcovered our reprefentative 
was flopped fron: pre ceeding aay 
farther. ‘The matter had remained 
long in firfpence, and as’ foon as 
any ty had been ray 
lord Chefterficld was finally recalled. 
Several quefiions were put tt to the 
miniter, re’ pccune 


. 
certam 
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come ef the rin 

Mr. aldcermia’ Newnham, Me. 
Sheridan ond Tin Fox. Ry the 
latter it tooo rotarked, that he 
knew no proccr method: of brine. 
ing th: In ; before’ the houle, 
but by m ‘¢ irom the crown, 
and le eteteilvy Bored minilers 
would advile the fovercien rds 
inciy, If they did mot, he fhould 
himelf venture tok: inee the 
bufinet prevroutly fo the rifing of 
parliament. The rection of Iie. 
Pitt was ultinetely voted. 


In -b 


1°? 


oth houfes the pre ent des 


mand in favour of the civil lift was 
contrafied with the bill of Mr. 
Burke regulating the payment 
of the civil lil expences, by whieh 
it Was exp: ef ly enatted, that no 
debt under t head fhould in fu- 
ture be. ine rei, and with the 


fpeech from the throne in’ Decem- 
ber 1782, i MWes abfurd to let Mr. 
Burke’s bill remain in full force, 
and yet come down in the face of 
an act of parliament, and call upon 
the houfe to vote moncy -for debts 
of thecrown. The {peech that was 
alluded to*had been delivered at 2 
time, 





time, when the principal minifters 
in both houfes of parliament were 
in high office ; and its language 
was very explicit. ‘* I have car- 
ried into ftrict execution the feveral 
reductions in my civil lift expences, 
directed by an att of the lait fef- 
fion. I have introduced a farther 
reform into other departments, and 
fupprefied feveral tinecure places 
in them. 1] have by this means fo 
regulated my cellablifliments, that 
my expence fhall not in future ex- 
ceed my income.” 

The allufion to this fpeech gave 
birth to an altercation between the 
marquis of Lanfdown and lord vif- 
count Stormont. The lait of thefe 
noblemen, as well as the duke of 
Portland profeffed to have examined 
the eftimate of the expenditure of 
the civil lift, which had been pro- 
duced during the adminiftration of 
the marquis of Lanfdown, and 
they had found a furplus of no 
more than 2471. It was highly 
blameable under thefe circumftances 
to have pledged the royal word, 
that his beneficiencies and his ex- 
traordinary expences fliould for the 
future be confined within the limits 
ot fo paltry a fum. ‘There were 
befides feveral glaring errors in the 
eitimate. ‘The embaffy to Holland 
had been totally omitted, and the 
article of prefents to foreign minif- 
ters had been eilimated at a fum, 
which was notorioutly inferior ta 
the realexpence. Lord Lanfdown 
entered into a juflification of his 
proceedings. His adminiftration 
gontinued only fix months, during 
which time he had made an annual 
faving, by ttriking Off various fine- 
cure and ufelefs places, to the 
amount of 116,00cl.; and he was 
proceeding to abolith a ftill greater 
number. This had induced him to 
adivile his fovereign to make ufe of 
the language in queftion, Situat- 
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ed as he was, and plainly forefeg, 
ing that he fhould not long prefide 
at the helm, he thought the lag 
and beit earneft, which he could 
give to his country of his witht 
further its welfare, was to tic dowg 
the civil jit and expenditure with. 
in certain bounds ; and, as he theg 
flattered himfelf, to put it totally 
out of the power of any minifter 
to make any frefh demand upon the 
country. Lord Lanfdown account. 
ed for the errors that had beer 
found in the eftimate, by defcribin 
the time at which it had been drawn, 
It was well known, that after his 
refignation fix weeks had _ paffed 
away before the new adminiftration 
was fixed; and all that time his 
name remained at the treafury, 
though he was in fact out of office, 
In the courfe of the tame it was dif. 
covered by the clerks, that, accord- 
ing to an act of parliament, a paper 
reipecting the civil lilt was to be 
laid on the table of the houfe of 
commons by the fourth of April 


‘They were a good deal alarmed; 


and, having come to him upon the 
oceafion, he had figned the paper, 
It was in fact however nothing 
more than a loofe paper, haftily 
made out by the clerks of the trea- 
fury, without any fort of fuperin- 
tendance, without the fané¢tion of 
any board, without appearing on 
the minutes, or being m any way 
a matter of official record. Lord 
Lanfdown at the fame time moved 
for a minute of the board of trea¢ 
fury of the fourteenth of March 
1783, from which it appeared, that 
according to his fyftem, there wou 
be a furplus for the extraordinary 
expences of the fovercign of 8,986l. 
At the period of voting the efli- 
mates of the navy on the firft of 
March, fome obfervations were fug- 
gefted by captain Macbride, that 


appear to deferve to be moon 
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Ve Sehfured extremely the voting 
very large fums tor the repair of fixty 
and fixty-four gun fhips, and obferv- 
ed, that our having fo many veffels 
of this fort wasa principal reafon cf 
the many defeats we had futfered in 
the latt war. ‘The French had not 
now more than three or four fixty- 
four gun fhips, and they took care 
not to build any new ones upon 
that conftruction, Another thing 
azainft our navy was, that the 
French feventy- four eun fhips were 
of two thoufand tons bu rthen, while 
our feventy-fours had been reduces 
to one thoufand fix hundred tons. 
* aptain Macbride verily believed, 
that, if the number of our fhips 
were reduced by one third, the na- 
vy of England would prove one 
third the {tron ger. He was till more 
fevere in his Cohdiaatiod of the 
ablurd fyfem of futlering the fhips 
to remai n in their copper bottoms 
during a time of peace. If we 
erfitted in this ide: ay thcie would 
pe no oocalion to argue whether 
Hhips of one fize or a: other fhould 
be built, for we fhould foon have 
ho navy in our polleiiion. The 
French had difcovered the folly ot 
the practice, and for fome time had 
lett off the mode of flicathing their 
fhips. We ought theretore to do 
toe fame, or at leaft to take off the 
copper when the fhips were to lie 
long in fiill water. The copper 
corroded, and cat more into their 
bolts than ether worms or time. 
The confequence would be, that, 
the inflant the th is Which had long 
laid by were ferit to fea, their bot- 
toms would drop out, and thou- 
finds of brave feamen would perih 
in the ocean. ‘The ideas of cap- 
tain Macbride were confirmed by 
fir John Jervis; and fo far as re- 
lated to the theathing with copper, 
bv captain Luttrel. Sir Charles 


Rfiddleton comptroller of the navy, 
3730. 
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expected, that motives of delicacy 
would have prevented the agitation 
of the fubject in the houle of coms 
mons ; and he was fure, that upon 
cooler reflection captain Macbride 
would be of opinion with him, that 
difcufons of this kind could not 
be publicly brought forward with- 
out maniteft impropriety and dan- 
ger. Mr. Huffey replied, that rhis. 
was a doctrine that could by no 
means be admirted, at the moment 
that the houle was goiny to vote 
away 14,0001. Or 16,0001. of the 
people’ s money - u felefs or perni- 
cious purpofes. Parliament, upon 
occafion of the fortifications, had 
fhown, that there was {till fome fpi- 
re and virtue teft in the nation. 
A great m any gentlemen hid the 
welfare of their country a heart, 
and all thofe would certainly join 
and fupport the gallant officer in 
his enquiry. The ecflimates were 
carried without a divition, 

A fubject relative to the fupplie:, 
which excited fome animadvertion 
in the houfe of commons, was int 
relation to fome buildings carrying 
on at the admirulty, and the ex- 
pence of which was etimated ; 
13,0001. The fubjeét was origin- 
ally introduced by Mr. Jolliffe. 
The meafure was vindicated by Mr. 
Brett and Mr. Hopkins, two lordé 
of the admiralty, who ftateJ, that 
the offices ot the clerks in that des 
partiuient were fo natrov, as to be 
totally inadequate to their purpofe, 
and to ocealion many inconveni- 
encies. Mr, Jollitfe obferved in 
reply, that he found in the plans 
fubmitted tothe houfe feveral rooms 
of fuch a defcription as ufually 
conttitutee an elegant manhor, bur 
nothing that refembled offices for 
clerks. It was anfwerted, that the 
prefent dwelling-houfe of lord Howe 
was to be converted into offices and 
room for papers, and that the new 
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building was to be occupied by that 
nobleman. Mr. Fox obterved, that, 
if there were really a propriety in 
building a new houfe tor the firtt 
lord of he admiralty, he fhould 
never object to a vote for that pur- 

fe; but he did not approve of 
coming to the houfe of commons, 
and ftating that there was a want 
of rooms tor papers and clerks, and 
then producing the plan of a fu- 
perb dwe!ling-houfe. He thought 
i was incumbeut upon the board 
of admiralty to have firft proved, 
cither that new and fufficient rooms 
could not have been provided for by 
a fimaller fum than it would coft to 
build a new houfe for the firft lord 
of the admiralty ; or that a more 
ceconomical plain could not be dif- 
covered than the converting the 
prefent fpacious habitation of the 
firit lord into offices tor clerks. Mr. 
Huffey remarked, that it was his 
conilant rule to object to the ap- 
lying the public money to ufelefs 
or lavifh purpofes. At prefent two 
of the lords of the admiralty had 
no houfes provided tor them. Why 
then could not two more vacate 
their houtes, and Ict them be con- 
verted into offices? They cquld 
ealily be recompented for this facri- 
fice by un allowance of two or three 
hundred pounds a year in lieu of 
their houtes, and that would be but 
a trifling expence compared to the 
expence of the new building, the 
amount of which was not hatlily 
to be concluded from the eftimate 
before them. The houfe divided, 
ayes in favour of the eilimate 63, 
noes 36. 

It had been propofed in the pre- 
ecding feflion, to pafs an act for di- 
minithine the number, and aur- 
menting the falaries of the Scotch 
judges. Bur the unpopularity and 
odium, which were univertwiv ex- 
exed againit this meafure ia that 
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part of the kingdom, had its effe& jy 
altering the intentions of miniiler, 
The bill, which was this year intro. 
duced by Mr. Ilay Campbel, the 
lord advocate for Scotland, apg 
Mr. Dundas, departed from the firg 
of thefe objects, while it retained 
the fecond. The falary of the lor 
prefident of the court of feffion, 
was fixed at the clear annual amount 
of zcool., and that of the inferior 
lords at roool. each. 

Meflages were delivered from the 
fovereign towards the clofe of the 
feflion, recommending it to the 
houfe of commons, to enable him to 
grant a penfion of 5ocl. per annum 
to Mr. Brook Watfon, alderman of 
London, and late commiflary-ge. 
neral im North America, anda 
penfion of 1ocol. per annum, to 
fir Guy Carleton, upon the joint 
lives of lady Maria Carleton, his 
wife, and of two of his fons; the 
former to be paid out of the civil 
lift, and the latter out of the aggre 
gate fund. An argument employ: 
ed in favour of the penfion to Mr. 
Watfon, was adduced from the pro- 
mife mace to him by lord North, 
when he accepted the office of com- 
miffary ; and the promife of the fo- 
verecign given in 1776, was urged 
in behalt of the penfion to general 
Carleton, which the general had 
for fome time declined accepting 
from motives of delicacy. The 
former of thefe motions was recom: 
mended by the eulogium of fir 
George Howard, Mr. Wilbertoree, 
Mr. Brickdale and Mr. Hufley, and 
paed unanimoufly. The latter 
produced an inveétive againt the 
conduct of fir Guy Carleton from 
Mr, Courtenay, and a very {pirited 
and eloquent eulogium from gene 
ral Burgoyne. It was received 
without a diffentient voice. 

A motion was brought forward 
in this feffion by Mr. Sheridan, = 
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the printing of tax bills. The prac- 
tice of printing bills was of a mo- 
dern date ; but it was highly bene- 
ficial to the purpofes of free dif- 
cuffion, and there were certainly no 
bills more Worthy of ferious invef- 
tigation, than tax bills. Cuftom 
indeed had not yet extended the 
ractice to bills of this defcription ; 
bt cuftom was no found reaton 
why a method, that had but lately 
been employed in any cafe, fhould 
not now be made to include every 
fubject that would be benefited by 
its application. Upon this quef- 
tion, as applied to the bill upon per- 
fumery, the houfe divided, ayes tor 
printing the bill 24, noes 119. 
Several petitions were prefented 
jn the courfe of this feifion, for the 
repeal of the duties impofed upon 
setail fhops. The petitioners were 
permitted to be heard by themftlves 
and their counfel ; and on the fe- 
cond of March a motion was niade 
by fir Watkin Lewes, in purfuance 
of the prayer of thefe petitions. 
The motion was fupported by the 
members of the city of London, by 
Mr. Hamet, Mr. Townfend, Mr. 
Thornton, fir Jofeph Mawbcy, and 
Mr. Franciss It wads oppofed by 
fir Edward Afticy, Mr. Powys, Mr. 
Walter Stanhope, meiber for Hull, 
and Mr. Grigby, member for the 
county of Suffolk. Mr. Pitt upon 
this occdfion flated thofe mitiga- 
tions of the tax, which were alter 
wards reduced into the form of a 
bill, and which were calculatéd in 
a conliderable degree to relieve 
traders, the rent of whofe houfes 
was below the fum of thirty pounds, 
as inducenients to prevail upon the 
oufe to vote againit the voral re- 
peal. ** Perhaps,”’ added he, ‘a 
perfeverance in the attempt to givé 
ftability to the fhop-tax, will either 
prevent the flighteit acquifition of 
popularity, or leflen, if not anni- 
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hilate, whatever fhare of it mighe 
at any preceding period have been 
acquired. Yet, although no cir 
cumitance can prove more flatter- 
ing to my heart thah the enjoyment 
of the approbation of my fellow- 
fubjects, nor any endeavour become 
a tironter object to my mind than 
that which tends to the earning 
from their generous partiality a tri- 
bete of honourable praife, I fhald 
refer what in my humble opinion 
t sany deem their interefts to their 
gratifications, and their real fervice 
to the imaginary caufes of their 
tontentment. The important dus 
tics of my ftation fhall never 
even for a moment lofe their firft 
afcendancy in my recollection, and; 
amidit the principles which a be- 
coming idea of thefe muft naturally 
infpire, I fhall regard all niarks of 
popular applaufe as merely perfonal 
confiderations, and therefore not 
worthy to weigh a feather in the 
feale, againft my efforts to procure, 
upon grounds of unexceptionable 
juftice, advantage to the revenue.” 
Mr. Fox took advantage of the 
initigations, that were to be intro- 
duced by Mr: Pitt’s propofed bill, 
to argue againit the fhop-tax in 
general. His opinions upon the 
fubject of taxation were wel! known, 
Notwithftanding the numerous pe- 
titions on the table, and notwith. 
ftinding the inftructions he hid re- 
ceived from tho whom he imme- 
diately reprefented; he made no 
feruple to declare, that he fhould 
have fupported the mihifter in re- 
fifiing the repeal of the fliop-tax, 
had he not been convinced that the 
tax was radically bad, that it was 
founded in the groffeft partiality 
and injuttice, arid that no medifica- 
tion could cure its deféts, or renz 
der it fitto be endured, ‘The grea 
ter part of Mr. Pitt’s argumenté 


had been intended to prove thar the 
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tax was not perfonal, and that it 
muft find its level, and fall upon 
the confumer. If this were truce, 
what was there to recommend his 
modifications ? He had ftated, that 
he would take off and diminifh the 

rtion of the tax to be pa'd by the 

ocrer claf*, which would confi- 

derably lighten and exonerate the 
fhopkeeper. Would it? of what 
would it exonerate him? of the 
money paid by the confumer 
Gla:ing was the inconfiftency of the 
a‘tions of Mr. Pitt, when compared 
with hi: arguments. 

Though the petitions of the op- 
pofers of the thop-tax were more 
numerous, the hawkers and pedlars, 
who had fuffered under the regula- 
tions ot the preceding fefhion, were 
not deftitute of their advocates, and 
feveral petitions were prefented to 
parliament in their behalf. On the 
fixth of April a motion was made 
by Mr. William Pulteney, member 
for Shrewfbury, for leave to bring 
in a bill to explain and amend the 
act of the laft feflion upon this fub- 
yet. A claufe, which had been 
found particularly udious to the 
clafs of perfons in queition, was 
that for granting to jultices of peace 
a difcretionary power ot imprifen- 
ing any perfon of this prefeflion, 
from which power the injured party 
might appeal to the quarter {Uifons, 
The claufe had been originally in- 
troduced by Mr. Marfham, avd was 
now defended by him, as calculated 
to favour the pedlars where they 
were ufeful, and to fupprefs them 
where they were found to be inju- 
rious. In counties of the former 
defcription, the magiftrates inftead 
of forbidding their coming would 
naturally encourage it; and in 
counties where their prefence was 
deemed a nuifance, the magiftrates 
were by his claufe authorifed to 
psevent their appearing, © It. was 
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farther argued in favour of Mr, 
Pulteney’s motion, that in Only tw 
or three counties had the magi, 
trates been found fevere enough to 
execute Mr. Pit’s bill, which was 
a flrong proof that it was the fen 
of the kingdom, that it was full of 
hardfhip and injuttice. The cauf 
of the pedlars was pleaded with 
much earneitnefs, as being the caufe 
of equity and philanthropy, by 
Mr. Powys, Mr. Gilbert, Mf, 
Windham, Mr. Courtenay, Mr, 
Wilberforce, Mr. Beaufoy, Mr, 
Hawkins Browne, the lord advo. 
eate of Scotland, fir Adam Fervu. 
fon, Mr. alderman Newnham, and 
fir Watkin Lewes. The bill was 
oppofed by fir Edward Aftley, Mr, 
alderman Hamet, Mr. Popham, and 
Mr. Thornton. It was rejected 
upon the fecond reading, ayes go, 
Nocs 4Q- 

The mprovement of the revenue 
in the article of the duty upon 
wines, which Mr. Pitt had fug- 
gelled to the houfe of commons in 
explaining the bufinefs of the fink 
ing fund, was opened by the m- 
nitter on the fifth of May. The 
general idea of the meafure was to 
transfer a part of the duties on this 
commodity from the cuiloms, to 
which they now belonged, to the 
excife, and it was built upon the 
acknowledged fact, that the revenue 
derived to government from the at 
ticle of foreign wine, was at this 
time inferior by thefum of 280,000. 
to what it had been in the middle 
of the century. Mr. Pitt affumed 
it as a principle, that the confump- 
tion of wine was at leaft not dim 
nifhed, if not rather increafed in 
that period. ‘Lhe frauds in quef- 
tion had been imputed to two 
caufes; and, though he fhould allow 
fomewhat for the operation of both, 
he was inclined to lay the principal 
firef$ on the lauer. They were the 

frau 
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fraudulent importation of a con- 
fiderable quantity of wine without 
paying the duty, and the fale of a 
{purious and adulterated liquor, 
under the denomination of wine, 
but which in truth was not in any 
fort intitled to that appellation. 
The manutacture of home made 
wine, wasot itfelt very little intitled 
to the indulgence of the legiflature; 
and it was a part of his plan, to 
impofe duties upon this commodity 
equal to thofe to which foreign 
wines were at prefent huble. By 
fupprefling this manufacture, a 
creater demand woud avife for fo- 
reign wines, and a more extenfive 

market be opened for the produc- 
tions of national indutiry. In re- 
turn for a fraudulent trade, which 
could not conduce to the commer- 
cial welfare of the nation, and the 
only object of which was to in- 
creafe the property of the indivi- 
dual by the impolition of a {puri- 
ous article of contumption, that 
cheated at once both the confumer 
and the revenue, we fhould have 

an opportunity of circulating our 
various fabrics, ut which the induf- 
try, the cap.tal and the navigation 
ot the country were employed. 
The miferable fubiliture which was 
at preient impofed upon us, he ap- 
prebended no member of that houte 
would wifh to fee continued, either 
from motives of a commercial or a 
convivial nature. 

Mr. Pitt obferved, that a propofal, 
in fome degree fimilar to that which 
he was about to make, had been 
forme rly in contemplation, and that 
it had then encountered fo violent an 
Oppoiition that it had been thought 
proper to abandon it, He appre- 
hended however, that the principal 
reafon tor that oppefition was, that 
it had been coupled with another 
object} which had always been 1e- 
of garded by Englifamen with an 
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eye of jealoufy, There was no in- 
tention in the prefent meatfure of 
introducing a gencral excife, the 
defign being to confine it to thofe 
perfons only who dealt in wine; 
and, fo tar from giving power th the 
excifemen to enter all dwelling 
houfes, it would even fubject only 
the entered cellars and warehoufes 
of the dealers themfelves to be 
fearched. In fact, even of thole 
upon whom the regulation was to 
operate, a very few only would 
have reafon to complain that their 
fituation was changed. For fuch 
as dealt in wine by retail, having 
in general licences for felling {piri- 
tuous liquors, their houfes were 
already lable to be entered by the 
officers, in order to take an account 
of their flock in that commodity. 
As to the expence of the meafure 
now in agitation, it would amount 
to no morethan 12,0001. or 13,000). 
per annum; a fum by no means 
to be put in competition with the 
frauds it was intended to prevent ; 
and the number of excifemen to be 
added, would not exceed according 
to his computation the amount of 
one hundred and fixty feven. So 
much were former prejudices again 
this mode dithpated, that Mr. Pitt 
really expected, when acool and 
temperate view of the bulinefs had 
been taken, that he fhould have 
very few, if any diflentient voices 
againft his propofal, He however 
particularly deprecated the objec- 
tions of members in oppofition, and 
pointed out the inconfiftency of 
which they would be guilty, if they 
recollected their late conduct upon 
the bufinefs of the finking fund. 
They had entertained ideas, more 
defponding than he thought had 
any foundation refpecting the ftate 
of our finances, and had even re- 
commended the impotition of new 
taxes to make up a fuppofed dcfi- 
H 3 Gicncy 
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ciency. Ie would be unpardonable 
in the extreme for perions, who 
had ufed fuch language, not to fup- 
rt every meafure, which was at all 
confiltent with the conftirution and 
with good policy for the improve- 
ment of the revenue. He hoped, 
that no perfon would take advan- 
tage of unpopular names or worn- 
out prepoff-tlions, to create an a- 
verfion to a meafure, which afforded 
a profpect of fuch fignal advantage, 
and for which the fituation of the 
country fo powerfully called. 

Mr. Dempiter recommended tothe 
houfe the utmoft circumfpection in 
giving way to bills, which might 
materially affect the rights and lie 
berties of the fubject. He remind- 
ed them of the general excife, which 
had thrown the nation into a flame, 
in the time of fir Robert Walpole. 
That, it he recollected, was no other, 
than a propofition to transfer the 
colleétion of the duties upon wines 
and tobacco to the office of excife. 
Was not the intended regulation re- 
{peéting wines, fomewhat of the 
fame kind ? And did 3¢ not go to 
the deftruétion of the favourite idea 
of every Eoglifhiman, that his houfe 
was his callle 2? The eyder tax, im- 
poled in the beginning of the pre- 
feut reien, hed been repeakd, be- 
caufe the fuffering exciiemen to cn- 
ter men's houfes was thought an 
odious ad intolerable badge of fla- 
very. Jao both thefe infiances the 
people had refitted; andthe confe- 

wence Was, that it was thoughr 
wife in government to relax, and 
abandon the negour of the excife 
liws. Mr. Dempiter thought, that 
an a’teradion of conduét in the pre- 
fent inttance, could no otherwite be 
defended than from the altcred fi- 
tuanon of the COUDLTY 5 and he was 
by wl means for our paying our 
debts like hone f men: but he was 
perfuaded, that the prefent meafure 
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would not anfwer its Purpafe, o 
give an eflectual check to the illicig 
trade. 

Mr. Fox had heard nothing lik, 
an argument to prove, that wing 
wag one of thofe articles to which 
the excife laws ought to be extend, 
ed. He difliked experiments Upon 
the liberty of the fubject, and.he re. 
girded the prefent experiment as 
pecul arly rafh, ‘The duties on mal 
and beer had been found admirably 
adapted to collection under the 
excife, and a better mode eould 
not be adopted for that purpofe, 
But did it follow, that all duties 
would be beft coilected under the 
excife-laws ? Experience teftified the 
reverfe to be the fact. The duties 
on tea, formerly a great and eflen- 
tial article of revenue, had been un- 
der the collection of the excife ; and 
it was well known, how miferably 
that mode of colleétion had failed, 
It had fucceeded no better in its ap. 
plication to the duties on fpirituous 
liquors. The pradtice ot the excife, 
that of gauging, applied to the 
breweries, but was of all fubjedts 
the moft incompatible with the ar- 
ticle of wine. With regard to the 
diftin@ion Mr. Pitt had made, re 
fpecting the operation of the mea 
fure, that its feveral claufes would 
fall only upon dealers in wine, and 
not upon private individuals ; Mr. 
Fox confidered it as in a high de 
gree idle and fallacious. That di- 
ftinélion had been urged as a great 
argument, when the cyder tax Was 
debated many years ago. But to 
what did it really amount, unlets it 
werc a provifion to favour the idle, 
and opprefs the induttrious ? Tra 
ders, asthe moft ufeful fet of men, 
were, in his opinion, the belt en 
titled to legiflative cenfideration. 
But fure he was, that no found 
reafon could be aifigned, why they 


fiould be debaired of their — 
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that freedom, which the conititution 


held out as common to all. 
The Earl of Surrey and Mr. Baf- 


tard recommended to Mr. Pitt, to 


withdraw the principil part of his 
regulation, and to introduce as a 
fubftitute, pertectly adequate, a 
heavy duty upon fweets or wines of 
our own growth. The meatfure was 
farther oppofed by Mr. alderman 
Sawbridge, Mr. alderman Newn- 
ham, Mr. alderman Hamet, Mr. 
alderman Watfon, Mr. Courtenay, 
and Mr. Sheridan. It was fup- 
orted by Mr. Huffey, Mr. Marcin, 
Ar. Drake, Mr. Pye, and Mr. 
Gafcoyne. A petition was prefent- 
ed againft the bill by the wine-mer- 
chants of London, and they were 
heard in evidence at the bar of the 
houfe. 

Mr. Beaufoy had in the laft fef- 
fion introduced a billinto the houfe 
of commons, to amend the excife- 
laws, the principal object of which 
was, to give to thofe, who were ac- 
cufed as defaulters againg this code, 

an optional right of being tried by 
their peers. What upoo that occa- 
fion he had attempted with refpect 
to the fubject in general, he now 
conceived himieif bound to bring 
forward in part, w hen an extenfion 
of the excife laws was the topic un- 
der difcuffion. Mr. Pitt obferved, 
that it could not be without con- 
cern, that he (hould meet Mr. Beau- 
foy’s claufe with a negative. He 
paid a very high compliment to the 
great abiliry, and unitorm integrity 
ot his friend. He obferved, that, if 
Mr. Beaufoy bad manitefted any 
fuch diftinétion between the wine- 
trade and the other fubjects of the 
revenue laws, as could make out fuf- 
ficient ground far an exception, he 
fhould have been ex tremely willing 
ta comply with his motion. He 
added, that the fummary mode of 
Proceeding now employ ed, was ac- 





FOREIGN HISTORY. 119 


knowledged to be, in many inftan- 
ces, convenient to the parties; and 
he concluded, that it would be high- 
ly unreafonable to give them an 
option of diffenting from that mode, 
folely in cafes where it was actual. 
ly neceflary tothe revenue. The 
amendment of Mr. Beaufoy was 
oppofed by fir Grey Cooper, and 
fupported by Mr. Fox. The latter 
condemned the mode of reafoning 
that had been employed againtt it 
in the ftrongeft manner. The fum- 
mary proceedings adopted by the 
excile laws, were exceptions to the 
conflitution, warranted only by very 
extraordinary cales; the catalogue 
of thofe exceptions therefore ought 
not to be {welled without a cogent 
and fufficient reafon. A right*to 
trial by jury was what the conititu- 
tion authorifed; and, wherever it 
could be given with ‘pertect fafety 
to the revenue, there it ought to be 
allowed. But what was the nature 
of the offences cognizable under the 
prefent bill? Offences, which might 
be fraudulent in their defign, or 
might arife trom inadvertency : of- 
fences, the guilt of which ought to 
be eftimated from the intention, and 
upon which therefore a jury alone 
was competent to decite. The 
claufe of Mr. Beaufoy was rejected, 
and the houfe having divided upon 
the third reading of the bill, the 
numbers appeared, ayes 71, noes 


33- 

In the houfe of lords, the bill for 
transferring the duties upon wines 
was fupported by Lord Townhend, 
and encountered the oppofition at 
the Earl of Carlifle. Lord Carlifle 
affirmed, that, when any man of 
common fenfe came to examine the 
contents ot the bill, he would find 
that it had no other motive, than 
the multiplication of the patronage 
of the crown, by an enormous and 
fudden increa‘e of excite officers. 
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It was not, as had been flated in 
another houfe, an incrcafe of one 
hundred and fixty oflicers, but of 
nearly two thoufand. 1 his was 
eafily calculated. There were a- 
bout feven hundred wholefale deal- 
ers, and ten thoufand retailers, who 
would be affected bythe bill. To 
each of the principal merchants 
there muit be one excifeman,. 
Thefe would make feven hundred ; 
and a moderate average among the 
re{t, would ruife the whole to the 
amount he had ftated. 

Lord Loughborough entered in- 
to the hillory of the meafures, which 
had been adopted for the extenfion 
of the excife. Sir Robert Walpole, 
in the clofe of his miniterial reign, 
propofed a fyftem of that kind. 
The patriots of thofe days op- 

ofed him. The meafure was con- 
fidered by a!l the principal country 
gentlemen as odious, and fir Robert 
barely efeaped from the houfe with 
his lite. The meafure was again 
thoughtofin Mr. Pelham’s tme, 
and upon the very plan of excifing 
wine. But Mr. Pelham, as able a 
ftateihman, and .s good a finan ter 
as any who fucceeded him, rejected 
the propofal. It had not then fuy- 
celled itfelt all the adminitiration 
ot Mr. Grenville, who was as ex- 
cellent a ttatefman sas had ever fiat 
upon the treafury beneh, and he 
had declared the meature to be 
totally inadmiihble under any m:- 
nitter, who had a value for the inre- 
aT and a reipect 
blevingsothberty, 

Lo d Loughbou ure h took much 
pains in developing the hilory of 
the duties Upon wine fur the lat 
fifty years, and he inferr d trom the 
whole, that, in: proportion as the 
dutics on tweets were taken off, {0 
had the revenue trom foreion wines 
decreated > and that, of conte 
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quence, the rettoration of gh 
duties was a remedy perfeétly ada, 
quate to the evil complained of, 
Lord Loughborough was remark. 
ably fevere in his animadverfions 
upon a claufe, which had not orig. 
nally conitituted a part of the bill 
bat which had been introduced ag 
an amendment in the committee of 
the houfe of commons, By this 
claufe a jury were exprefsly prohi. 
bited, in cafe of any fuit com 
menced againft an excifeman for 
improper feizure, and the excifeman 
being able to fhew a probable caufe 
for that feizure, to grant the plain. 
t ff a verdict, exclutively of the va 
lue of things feized, of more than 
two pence damages or of any coll 
ot {ait, or to inflict a fine that 
fhould exceed one fhilling. With 
regard to the exception of a proba 
ble caute, falfe niformation was a 
probable caufe, and that might in 
every inflance be afligned. Lord 
Loughborough conceived, that this 
was one of the moft arbitrary mea- 
fires with retpect to the excife, that 
by any miniiiry had ever been at- 
tempted. Jt was an aboliiion of all 
appeal to the laws of the land for 
redrefs, and made cyphers of the 
authority of courts and juries. It 
made an exciicman of more confee 
quence thin any lord ia the realm, 
by placing him above the juitdic 
tion ot his peers. It fet him out of 
the reach of conftitutional juftce 
and furnifhed him with authority to 
laugh at the courts in Wetiminiter 
hall. There were lords in that 
houfe, added Lord Loughborough, 
who, in times paft, had defended 
the trial by jury, as the moft facred 
right which a Briton could enjoy. 
He trutied, that, when any of thole 
came forward to favour the prefent 
meafure, he would affen fu h 
caules for the alteration of his opt 
nior, 











rr 


—_— ew 


- 77 SF © 





FOREIGN 


gion, as fhould coincile with juf- 
tice, and m: ake mi nkind credit his 
fincerity, and ad Imire his witdom. 
Lord Camden repied to Lord 
Loughborough. Ne circumftance 
could give him greater p leafure, 
than to ‘find his fentiments pertectly 
coinc.de with thofe of that noble- 
man on fo patriotic a princ’ple, as 
that of defending the conftitution, 
The extention of the excife laws 
was a dangerous fyitem, and was 
fraught with multifarious evils. It 
unhinged the conflitutional rights 
of juries, and overturned the po- 
pular principle, that every man *s 
houfe was his caftle. Lord Cam- 
den had long imbibed thefe prin- 
ciples, and he could not ealily get 
rid of his early prejudices, They 
were the fentiments of his youth, 
inculcated by precept, inproved 
by experience, and warranted by 
example. Strange however as it 
might appear, the necetlity of the 
cafe obliged him to give his affent 
to the prefent bill. Lord Cam- 
den exp: itiated on the various im- 
politions practifed by the wine-mer- 
chants, to delude the pr ublic, to 
cheat the revenue, and to injure 
the health of the fubject. It was 
to their iniquities that the prefent 
departure from the conilitution was 
to be afcribed. ‘They were guilty 
of all, that could offerd the laws 
of their country in refpect to its 
revenue, and were theretore pro- 
perly marked out by the bill upon 
the table. With retpeét to the 
claufe of fine and damages, upon 
which lord Loughborou: oh had ani- 
madverted, lord Camden acknow- 
ledved, that it did not mect either his 
ide: is of equityy or his principles of 
juitice; but, as the bill had proceed- 
; d fo far, and this alteration would 
elroy it for the p efent feflion, he 
oan give Way to theclaufe. If, at 


a period lefs advanced, he had dif- 
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covered its enomity, any well fug- 
gefted alteration fhould molt cer- 
tainly have received his fupport, 
The bill was carried without a di- 
vilion. 

‘In the month of June a meflage 
was delivered from the king to both 
houfes of parliament, fignifying, 
that the king was defirous that an 
enquiry fhould be mide into the 
condition of the woods, foreits, and 
land revenues belonging to the 
crown, in order that they might 
be rendered as productive as poffi- 
ble; and calling upon parliament 
for their concurrence in fuch pro- 
vilions refpecting the fubjed, as they 
fhould judge mett conducive to 
the public benefit. <A bill was ace 
cordingly introduced, which, as it 
was conceived to contain fome ex- 
traordinary claufes, encountered a 
{mall degree of oppofition in the 
houfe of commons, and a fill 
greater in the houfe of lords. Mr. 
Jollitfe cenfured the very fingular 
manner in which the bill had been 
introduced, and its ftrange contents. 
It had been brought in in filence, 
without any notice of its real defign. 
It had been read a fecond time and 
not printed, at a period when per- 
fons of the largeit property had 
left London. ‘The commitioners 
named in the bill were to continue 
during the term of three years, 
and were not removeable either by 
the king or by the addrefs of either 
houfe of parliament. What an 
exclamation had been excited a- 
gaintt the bill of Mr. Fox for the 
regulation of India, becaufe it was 
fuppofed to contain a fimilar provi- 
fion, though Mr. Fox’s commiffion- 
ers were removable by addrefs of 
parliament, and though his bill 
had no concern with the immedi- 
ate interefts of the crown, Mr. 
Jollitte farther animadverted upon 
certain claufes of the bill, by which 
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22 
a power was given to the commif- 
Gioners to call for and to detain the 

rs and title deeds of eftates, 
and he meved an amendment to 
prevent the obvious abufe of this 
provalion, which was received with- 
out a divifion. 

In the houfe of lords lord Lough- 
borough dwelt with much energy 
upon the claufe by which the com- 
milioners were rendered perpetual, 
He obierved, that, in all former 
laws refpecting the Lind-revenues of 
the crown, parliament had pro- 
ceeded with circum‘pection and 
caution. In the reign of Charles 
the Second, when parliament had 
complied with the inclination of 
the king, in permitting him to alie- 
mate his landed revenue, they ex- 

refsly ftipulated for certsin ¢de- 
€ ripe m of rents, which fhould not 
be fold. By the act of the firfi year 
of the prefent hing, the income of 
the eflare of the crown was directed 
to be carried to the aggregate fund, 
but the abfolute and uncontrolled 
managerent of the eflate was given 
to the crown. The prefent bill 
made fure work, and contained 
no refervation. Nothing could be 
more different, than the title and 
preamble of the bill, trom its real 
contents. The eftate of the crown 
was directed to be fold without 
the previous confesxt of the f ve- 
reign. The rents payable to the 
queen, and thofe which arofe to the 
prince ot Wales from the princi- 
pality of that name, fell under the 
defeription ot the bill, and might 
be difpo ed of by the commifoners. 
"The rights of individuals were in- 
treached upon, and the refpect due 
to the royal family was tranferedl- 
ed with 1 fs decorum and atiention, 
than had hitherto been paid to the 
clains of the meanett fubject in 
pathag a com: on turnpike bil. 
‘The houle of lords divided upon 
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the third reading, contents 2 

not contents 18, and a protedt wag 
entered by the duke of Port] 
the earls of Sandwich and Carli 
doctor Wilfon, bifhop of Briftol, 
and lord Loughborough, The 
commiifoners appointed by the bill 
were, fir Charles Middleton, colo. 
nel Call, and Mr. Arthur Holdf 
worth. 

Lord Loughborough during the 
latter part of this feifion appeared 
in fome meafure in the charatter, 
that had been been affumed by lori 
Thurlow. He took the lead in the 
proceedings of the houfe of lords, 
decided upon, and caufed the re. 
jection of bills, and feemed to be 
the moderator of that affembly, 
During the illnefs of this noble. 
man, he appeared to engrofs all the 
advantages of his fituation, with the 
additiona! circumftance, whether we 
fuppofe him to have derived it from 
his inherent difpofitions, or from 
his prefent character as a member 
of oppofition, of feeming to plead 
the caufe of experience againtt in- 
novation, and of liberty again 
political encroachment. The laf 
occafion of this fort that occurred 
reluted to a bill, which had beea 
brought into parliament by Mr. 

Vilberforce, for exp'aining and 
amending the criminal! laws of this 
kingdom. The bill had pafied 
the houfe of commons without op- 
pofition. When it appeared upon 
th. tuble of the lords, it was treated 
by lord Lo ghborough with the 
fevercit invective. He infilted par- 
ticularly upon a part of the bill, 
by which it was direét d that the 
judges fhould order the bodies of 
convicts tor burglary and certain 
other crimes, to be delivered to the 
furgeons after execution. Lov 
Louchborough reminded the houle 
of the natural mildnefs of the pi 
nifhments of this country, and ob- 

~  ferved 
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ferved, that it was not till the mid- 
die of the preient century, that a 
law had been made depriving mur- 
derers of the right of burial, and 
deftining the body of the criminal 
to diffection. ‘That addition had 
been found an effential advantage to 
the community, Criminals, hard- 
ened in vice and practifed in vil- 
lainy, had ftood with a firm coun- 
tenance during trial, and had heard 
fentence of death paffed upon them 
without emotion; but, when the 
judge informed them that their bo- 
dies were to be deprived of fepul- 
ture, and that they were to undergo 
a public diffection, their counte- 
nances changed, they grew fud- 
denly pale, trembled, and exhibited 
a vifible appearance of the ex- 
tremett horror. This fort of {pec- 
tacle had always made a forcible 
impreflion on the minds of the by- 
ftanders, and was attended with the 
moft falutary confequences to the 
morals of mankind, and to the 
good order of the community. Was 
it wife to deftroy this falutary effect, 
by making the deprivation of burial 
a common and ordinary confe- 
quence of every conviction for al- 
moft any capital offence ? Nothing 
could be more obvious, than that, if 
the fame puniflment were to attend 
the convict for burglary as_ for 
murder, robberies wouls generally 
be attended with murder here as 
they were in France, and criminals 
would take care to prevent the ap- 
pearance of any witnefles againtt 
them at a future trial. Lord 
Louchboreugh faid, that in London, 
where the criminals had been bred 
in every kind of vice, it might be 
otherwife, but at a diflance from 
the metropolis, where the convict 
had been born of reputable parents, 
had a valuable wife, or good con- 
nections of any kind, a more edity- 
lng fpectucle could net be imayiaed 
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than his laft adieux, nora fcene of 
more ufeful woe be exhibited thar 
that of his funeral. Refpe€t for 
the family of the defunct, his 
former credit, and the recollection 
of his fate poflefied the minds of 
the furrounding {pectators, and 
were productive of confequences, 
which undoubtedly conduced tothe 
prefervation of the good morals of 
the vicinage. The lower ranks of 
the people entertained very ftrong 
prejudices upon the fubject of 
burial, and the difpofal of their 
bodies after death; and the bill 
would have an immediate tendency 
to banifh all religious ideas and 
fentiments from their minds. 

But there was ftill another ill 
confequence that refulted from this 
part of Mr. Wilberforce’s bill. The 
claute effectually took away from 
the judges the power of granting 
a refpite, a power which they had 
long poffefled, and the exercife of 
which had been found in a high 
degree falutary. Lord Loughbo- 
rough particularly inftanced in the 
cafe of the trial for a rape. A more 
enormous crime could fearcely be 
imagined; and yet frequent in- 
{tances were to be found, where the 
party accufing was a common pro- 
ftitute. The law wifely made no 
diflinction, and looked merely at 
the crime, not at the perfons. The 
jury therefore did not poffefs a dif- 
cretion upon the fubject. Bue 
furely it was requifite that the judge, 
in the quettion of granting a refpite, 
fhould be governed by the circum- 
flances of the cafe. Lord Lough- 
borough argued upon the other part 
of the bill, by which the punifh- 
ment of women convicted of high 
and petty treafon, was changed 
from burning to hanging. With 
refpect to coining he had no objec- 
tion to the alteration, though in 
reality by the conftruGtion of the 
in- 
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jneictment it was managed, that this 
upifhment for coining was not in- 
MiGed above twice in a century. 
In the cafes of petty. treafon, fuch 
as a wife’s murder ng her hufband, 
and others of a very atrocious na- 
ture, lord Loughborouch thougat 
that the law was better as it food at 
prefent. 

But the matter, upon which he 
moft flrongly infitied, was that the 
bill, which was ur deubtedly of the 
firit magnitude and materially af- 
fected the criminal juitice ot the 
country, had been brought forward 
without the judges being in the 
{malleft degree confulted with re- 
gard to the wifdom or utility of its 
provifions. The judges were the 
defeription ef men molt likely to 
difcoverany defeét inthe execurion 
of ovr criminal! laws, and their opi- 
nion had accordingly been taken in 
the firft inftance 1a all preceding 
times. He obferved that the bill 
was drawn in a moft loofe and in- 
accurate manner, and fufticieatly 
proved that the author was very 
little acquainted with his fubject. 
He dwelt upon the impropriety of 
men not converfant with law turn- 
ing projectors in refpect to it, and 
in their moment of vivacity coming 
forward with raw, jejune, ill ad- 
vifed, and impracticable fchemes, 
Lord Sydney tollowed lord Lough- 
borough. He paid n any comph.- 
ments to the worth and humanity 
of Mr. Wilberforce, but admitted 
the jullice of the objections that 
had been made, and the bill was 
rejected without a divition. 

A motion was made in the houfe 
of commons by Mr. Powss onthe 
twent} cichth of April, and fecond- 
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of the inhabitants of Quebec, whig 
had been prefented to the houfe jg 
1-84, might be read. He expreffeg 
his regret, that the bufinefs Upon 
which he was to enter, had not beeg 
taken up by fome of the minifters 
of the fovereign. — He deferibed tp 
the houfe the principal provifions of 
the bill he wifhed to introduce, 4 
prefent the province was: governed 
by a council, which acted upon alj 
occafions in the character of its je 
giflature, He intended to enag, 
that the members of this coyngil 
fhould not be liable to be difmiffed 
at the will of the covernor, He 
would caufe the judges to be con 
tinued in their ofhces during god 
behaviour. He would give to the 
iritith fubjects in Quebec an 0) 
tional right to the trial by jury. 
fe would deprive the governor of 
the power ot imprifoning any of 
the inhabitants, except in conte 
quence of a legal trial, and for a 
limited time. In a word he wihhed 
to place the government of the pro- 
vince, which was at prefent fluciuat 
ing and detpotic, upon the bats 
of known and definite law. Mr. 
Powys alluded to the circumftance 
of fir Guy Carleton s having been 
lately a, pointed to the governinent. 
He conceived that as an officer and 
aman, general Carleton had done 
himielf the highett credit; but, if 
he might be permitted to fay 1t, he 
could not coniider that officer asthe 
bett ana mott able advifer of the 
hove in its legiflative capacity. 
He thought the opportunity of bis 
appointment fhould be feized, as the 
xra ot happ nef. and liberty to the 
province of Canada, and that ur 
Guy Carleton fhould be fixed upon 
to be mode the meflenger of the 
glad tidings. 
Mr. Pitt declared his opimon, 
that generally fpeaking, the pov 
leves of the Britifh conitscution 
ought 
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ought to be difufed as widely as the 
domirions of the emprre. He had 
{een feveral petitions from the pro- 
vince of Quebec, and among them 
many counter- -petitions, entirely ho- 
file to that which was broucht to 
the recollection of the houfe by 
Mr. Powys. It was a certain fact, 
that the principal part = the inha- 
bitants of Canada were averfe 1o 
any change in the pr eft nt fyftem 
of their government ; and furely 
even the bleifings of libs rty ought 
not to be forced upon a people con- 
trary to their inclinations. He de- 
fired however to be underftood, as 
not declaring again the introduc- 
tion of a new contlitution into 
Quebec ; but, as there were great 
diferences of opinion upon the fub- 
ict, he could not confent to adopt 
any half-concerted and immature 
meafures for a general reformation. 
As fir Guy Carleton was going out 
to Can: a, he had thought it pro- 
per to wait, ull enquiries could be 
made, and information received 
fiom him, The attorney-general 
declared himfelf an advocate for 
hiherty ; but he thought it would 
be hi oh ly improper to proceed 
r. ly i in this bufnefs. With re- 
rard to the inde pendency of the 
judges, as a profefional man he 
muft certainly wifli to fee it every 
where introduced; but there were 
feveral difficulties that attended it, 
and by no colony ot Great Britain 
had itever been adopted In re- 
ipect to trialby jury, in civil cates 
the kingdom ‘of Scotland enjoyed 
nofuch privilege, and it was greatly 
limitedin England. For peers could, 
in many cafes, be tricd by com- 
moners, and commoners by im- 
peachinent. Mr. Young, lately 
elected for Saint Mawes, followed 
the iminifters on the fame fide, and 
obferved to Mr. Pow ys, that, if he 
Would give himfelf the trouble to 
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trace the links in the chain, he 
would find that civil liberty and 
civil happinefS were not always intis 
mate acquaint: ance, 

Mr. Courtenay {poke in favour of 
the bill. He obferved, that fir Guy 
Carleton was the reputed author of 
the act it was defigned to repeal; 
and that therefore there was fome- 
thing exquilitels vy abfurd, in the idea 
of confulting him refpecting the 
proceedings that fhould be adopted 
vEon the fubject. He afferted, that 
the furmer government of that of- 
ficer had by no means been fuck as 
to encourage an application to him 
in the prefent inftance, and he men- 
tioned the arbir-ary removal of Mr. 
Livius the chief f jutlice of the pro. 
vince, @ conduct, which had been 
cenfured by the In ite hoard of trade, 
and by the prefent committee of 
council for trade and plantations. 
Mr. Fox was a warm lupporter of 
the motion of Mr. P OWYS, and was 
willing to go farther in the alters 

ation of the act of 1774, than his 
friend had propof od. He would 
content to give the people of Canada 
a houfe of fiembly, and, if we had 
twenty colonies, he would yield to 
every one of them the fame privi- 
lege. In the inftitution of fuch an 
affembiy, fhould be for having 
it coniilt of men chofen by the 
people, without refiriction as to 
who were of the Roman catholic 
religiot ly and who were of the pros 
telant, or indeed of vay ely vion 
whatfoever. Mr. Fox atfrted, th at 
it hid been proved in evidenc’ at 
1 bar of that houte in the year 

774, that more than three- 
Ad bs of the inhabitants of Canada 
ardently panted tor the bleifings of 
being governed by Britifh laws. 
The province of Canada had been 
in cur hands three and twenty 
years, and it was extraordinary 
tindsed, if we were vet ignorant what 
1, lear 
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fyftem was beft ada ted for their 

overnment. He obferved, that he 
Fhould be glad to know what fort 
of language thofe petitioners held, 
who prayed not to have the blefflings 
of a trial by jury, of the habeas 
corpus act, of independent judges 
at a free government ? For him- 
felf he was fo firmly perfuaded of 
the ineftimable benefit of fuch a 
government, that he would give it, 
even if the majority of any colony 
were fo blind to their own intereit 
as to refufe to accept it, animated 
with the moitt certain expectation 
that the time would foon come, 
when he fhould receive their moft 
rateful thanks. ‘The houfe divi- 
died on Mr.Powys’s motion, ayes 21, 
noes 68. 

As it had been a principal object 
of the meafures of the prefent fef- 
fion, to extend and fecure to Great 
Britain the bieflings of peace, the 
melioration of her revenues, and 
the improvement of her commerce, 
the meafures of a mifcellaneous na- 
ture, that it remains for us to relate, 
and which were not equally pro- 
ductive of oppolition and debate, 
were intended to promote theie 
great objects, and particularly to 
give ftrength and permanence to 
eurcommerce. The firft of them 
confifted in a bill, which was 
Brought forward by Mr. Charles 
Jenkinfon, for the farther increafe 
and encouragement of our fhipping 
and navigation. The objed of this 
bill was, more fully to enforce the 
preceding acts of navigation, and 
to prevent the frauds by which they 
were fuppofed to have been evaded. 
Itis well known, that the navigation 
laws of Great Britain are in direct 
oppohinon to the abftract and phi- 
loiophical ideas that have been en- 
tertained in behalf of free trade ; 
and is is not lefS notorious, that 


they are an object of extreme 
tachment, and a fource of hist 
popularity among the majority of 
the fubjects of the Britith realms 
Mr. Jenkinfon’s bill was intende) 
to enact, that in future no fhi 
fhould be deemed Britith built, tha 
were not actually built in Greg 
Britain, or her dominions ; it ey. 
tended and regulated the mode of 
regifter upon that fubject, and jt 
raifed to a higher amount what wa 
called the aliens duty, extendins 
it tothe Amcricans, who were no 
longer entitled to an exemption 
from it. ‘The bill experienced 4 
favourable reception, and an 
mendment to it, that was propofed 
by fir Grey Cooper, was calculated 
not to diminifh but to enforce its 
operation. He expatiated on the 
impolicy of which we had formerly 
been guilty, in the encouragement 
we had yielded to the art of hip: 
building in the American colonies; 
and he quoted fir Jofiah Child, to 
fhow that that writer had predicted 
the revolt of the colonies as the 
refult of this policy. At the very 
moment when it had been declared 
by the perfon who had borne the 
greateft refpect and authority it 
that houfe (lord Chatham) that 
tke colonies fhould not be permit 
ted to manufaciure the nail of 4 
horfe-fhoc, they were fabricating 
with the connivance and applauf 
of Great Britain, a manutacture 
which was of all others, the moftin- 
jurious and detrimental to the comé 
mercial and naval interefts of the 
kingdom. Sir Grey Cooper ¢x- 
prefied his apprehentions that Ame 
rican built fips fhould be fmug- 
gled upon us through the inter 
vention of our colonifts of Nov 
Scotia, and he propofed fevcral 
fehemes to encounter this evil 
The fuggefiions cf tir Grey api 
wer 
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were however given up for the 
srefent, it compliance with the fenfe 
of the houfe of commons. 

Several meafures, founded upon 
the fame bafis of monopoly and na- 
tional preference, were brought 
forward about this time by Mr. 
Jenkinfon. The acts of parliament 
hy which bounties were given to 
the fifheries of Newfoundland, to 
the Greenland whale fifhery, and 
to the whale fifherics of the South 
Sea would fhortly expire, and it 
was intended to perpetuate and to 
wary thefe meafures. In moving 
for the bill for increafing the fithery 
of Newfoundland, Mr. Jenkinfon 
explained to the houte the princt- 
ple upon which that fifhery ought 
to be conducted. It was effential 
to preferve it entirely a Britifh fith- 
ery; and this could only be done 
by confining it to Britifh fhips, na- 
vigated from Great Britain, and by 
preventing any flationary fettle- 
ment trom being made on the ifland 
ef Newfoundland. The obvious 
confequence of fuch a fettlement 
would be, as it happened in New 
England, that the colony would 
take the fifherics into its own hands, 
and they would be ultimately and 
yam loft to this county, 

le fuge¢etted various provifions to 
remedy this inconvenience, and par- 
ticularly that the ftages, flakes, and 
curing houfes on the ifland, fhould 
be no longer the property of thofe 
who might have erected them, than 
While they employed them in the 
bufinefs of the fifhery, and that, if 
left, they fhould become liable to be 
occupied by thofe who arrived firft 
at the time of the enfuing feafon. 

The fubject of the Greenland 
fithery excited a higher degree of 
conteit and debate. ‘he idea of 


the minifteriai party, as it was ftat- 
ed by Mr. Pitt and Mr. Jenkin- 
fon, was te reduce the bounty from 
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forty fhillings, which was at prefents 
given, to thirty fillings. They 
tiated, that the fum, which this 
country had paid in bounties for 
the Greenland fithery amount to 
1,265,4611., that in the lait year 
we had paid o4,8581., and that by 
means of the confequent reduction 
of the price of the tifh, the public 
at prefent paid fixty per cent upon 
every cargo. In the Greenland 
fifhery there were employed fix 
thoufand feamen; and thee fea- 
men coft government at prefent 
131.108. per man per annum, though 
we were never able to obtain more 
than five hundred of tha: number 
to ferve on bourd our fhips of war. 
The vait encouragement given to. 
the trade had occafioned fuch a/ 
glut to the market, that it was 
tound neceffary to export confider- 
able quantitics; and thus we paid 
a large thare of the purchafe-money 
for tureign nations as well as for our 
own people, befides fupplying 
them with the materials of feveral 
important manufactures. The old 
bounty was pleaded for with much 
porns) Be as eflential to the exitl- 
ence of the fifhery, by Mr. Demp- 
fier, Mr. Huffey, Jord Penrhyn, 
Mr. Hay Camptel, Mr. alderman 
Watfon, and Mr. alderman Hamet. 

Mr. Beaufoy, who had laft year, 
in confequence of the reports of the 
committce for enquiring into the 
Biitith fifheries, brought in a bill 
forthe encouragement of the her- 
rng fifhery, now fubmitred to par- 
liament a bill that was intended 
to extend our concern in the turbot 
fifhery. This bill was not calcu- 
lated, like that of the laft feffon, to 
remove improper and impolttic re- 
ftrictions, but to‘hold out exclufive 
encouragements. Mr. Beautoy 
drew an animated “picture of the 
progrets the Englifh nation had 
made in fimilar attempts. The 
feamen 

















feamen of Great Britain rejected 
with indignation the infulting idea 
of Dutch fuperiority ; and, confi- 
dent from experience, were impa- 
tient for the trial. In the herring 
fifhery our veffels outnumbered the 
veflels of Holland more than in 
the proportion of two to one. In 
the cod fifhery the Englifh had no 
rivals. In the fifhery tor whales, 
whether in the feas of the arétic 
circle, or on the confines of the 
fouthern pole, competition was 
nearly at anend. Had then their 
efforts fucceeded in every other 
enterprize, and were they un- 
equal to tis? Had they obtain- 
ed a decided fupenority in com- 
petitions infinitely arduous, and 
would they be baffled in this the 
eafieft of all? The bill of Mr. 
Beaufoy experienced a pertinaci- 
ous oppofition on the part of Mr. 
Rolle, and its author at length 
confented to withdraw it tor the 
refent fefiion. 

In the clofe of the fefion a bill 
was introduced by Mr. Macdonald 
the folicitor-general, to incorporate 
a certain number of perfons, a- 
mong whom the members of the 
committee to enquire into the Bri- 
tith fifheries, were the moft con{pi- 
cuous, who had entered into a vo- 
luntary fubfeription, which already 
amounted to feven thoufand pounds, 
tor the purpofe of building fifhing 
towns and villages on the coats of 
Scotland. The object of this affo- 
giation appears to have been liberal 
and ditintereiied ; and it was indebted 
for its formation to the accurate 
inveltigations of Mr. Knox, to the 
patriouc fpirit of Mrs Dempfler, 
and to the induiiry and activity of 
Mr. Beaufoy. ; 

An affair ogeurred towards the 
clofe of the feifion in the houfe of 
lords, whic was a fubject of much 
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fpeculation and conjecture among 
the nation io general. A_ bil} 
having been introduced into par= 
lament relative to the prize-mos 
ney that had been obtained ar the 
capture of St. Euftatius, lord Roi 
ney embraced this opportunity of 
fuggetting a fact to the houfe 
which he conceived to be intitle 
to their ferious attention. At the 
time that he took poffeilion of the 
ifland in quettion, he appears to 
have conceived the highett indig. 
nation againtt the conduct that-had 
been held by fome of its leading 
inhabitants; and he was induced 
by his zeal in behalf of the go: 
vernment of Great Britain, to pro. 
ceed againit them in an exemplary 
manner. At the fame time he had 
tranfmitted the papers of thofe mer- 
chants as documents of treafon, t6 
be lodged in the office of the fecre. 
tary of ftute, which he had confi 
dered as a place of facred depofit 
and undoubted fafety, and trom 
which he had intended to product 
them whenever vouchers of this 
jort might be found to be necefiary, 
Having called for them however 
In jullification of his conduét be- 
e the court of appeal from the 
high court of admiralty, he bad 
learned to his utter attonifhment, 
that the books and papers had been 
carried away, and were no where 
to be found. Mr. Knox, who had 
been under-fecritary in the ofhee 
of lord George Germaine, was call- 
ed as a witnefs to the bar of the 
houte of lords, and from his ev 
dence it appeared, that the papers 
had been fately lodged in the cultody 
of government, and that early m 
the year 1782, foon after the ap 
pointme:t of the marquis ot Lanf- 
down to the office of fecretary of 
ftate, the criminals, who had hr 
therto been detained, were clay 
Cy 
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ed, and the papers were in fome 
manner withdrawn and fecreted, 





The bill which was under difcuf- 
fion was rejected without a divifion, 





CHAPTER VI. 


Mr. Francis’s India Bill. Bill of Mr. Dundas, relative to the Political 
Government. Bill for Amending the Judicature. Bill of Eaft India 


Relief. 


HE affairs of the Eaft India 
company conftituted one of 

thofe objects, which engrofled no in- 
conliderable attention in the courfe 
of the prefent feflion. To fettle 
thefe affairs had been one of the 
earlieft objects of Mr. Pitt’s admi- 
niftration; and accordingly fuch 
meafures, as he had conceived ade- 
quate to the purpofe, had been in- 
troduced by him in the yéar 1784; 
and had received the fan¢ction of the 
refent parliament in its firft feffion. 
In the feflion of 1785, nothing had 
been brought forward by minifters 
upon this fubject; and in the de- 
bate upon the addrefs in anfwer to 
the fpeech from the throne, in the 
commencement of this third feffion, 
it had been infifted upon by Mr. 
Fox, as a topic of blame againtt 
adminiftration, that no notice of 
any kind was taken in that fpeech 
of the affairs of India. Mr, Fox 
fpoke of the fpirit of difcontent, 
which had pervaded that part of 
our dominions. He afked, whether, 
after what had happened, the'mi- 
nifter would ftill venture to talk of 
his India bill in a tone of triumph ? 
He reprefented the ftate of our fi- 
hances in that part of the world 
as in a high degree unpromifing, 
and faid, that upan infpection he 
believed they would now find, when 
compared with the predictions of 
the court of direétors on the fub- 
yect, not mer¢ly errors of fractions, 


ut errors of millions. He repro- 
1786. 


bated the conduct that had been 
held by adminiftration towards lord 
Macartney. Lord Macartney had 
a‘ted, during the whole term of his 
refidence in India, upon the mok 
upright principles, arid had conie 
home with hands perfectly unful- 
lied. From a conviction of the ne= 
ceffity of the meafure, he had taken 
the collection and management of 
the revenues of the Carnatic out 
of the hands, not of the nabob, 
but of his agents and ufurers, who 
plundered the natives, and robbed 
their principal, arid had vetted both 
in the hands of the company. This 
meafure had been overthrown b 
the orders of the board of control. 
The fatal effects of their order had 
{pread alarm and terror through the 
Carnatic, and impreffed the council 
of Madras with fo ftrong an idea of 
its impropriety, that lord Macart- 
ney went himfelf to Calcutta, to re« 
monftrate with Mr. Hattings, and 
to deprecate the confequences. Let 
the houfe gue(s the furprife of this 
nobleman, when he found Mr. 
Haftings departed for Europe, and 
a commiffion appointing him go- 
vernor-general, a fituation which 
it was impoffible for him to accept, 
while the order to reftore the col- 
lection and management of the 
Carnatic revenues continued in 
force. How abfurd was it to ree 
move the governor-general, who 
recommended the meafure, and ap- 
point lord Macartney to the poft of 
I governor: 











ernor-general, with orders to 
do what he had se a as 
equally injurious to the intereft of 
the nabob, and the intereit of the 
company. 
Mr. Piet replied to thefe obferva- 
tions, that, with refpect tothe fitu- 
ation of India not being mentioned 
in the fpeech, Mr. Fox might as 
well have complained of a fimilar 
omiffion concerning any other of 
the forcign poffeifions of the em- 
pire. The reafon was perfecily ob- 
vious. So many errors and mif- 
carriages had formerly arifen out 
of the government of that country, 
that the king had, for many feffions, 
been induced to call upon parlia- 
ment to adopt fome a ot effec- 
tual regulation. Parliament had 
at laft, taken up the bufinefs and 
applied a remedy ; and theretore 
the neceflity for the crown to re- 
mind them of it no longer exifted. 
Mr. Pitt defended the meafures, that 
had been adopted for the detection 
and punifhment of delinquencies in 
India, and declared, that he could 
never have been fo abfurd as to 
imagine that a bill, which was in 
reality a bill of reftraint, could be 
received with any fanguine marks 
of approbation and gratitude by 
thofe upon whom its reiirictions 
were to operate. He would not tor 
the prefent attempt an exact {tate 
ef the furplus of the revenues of 
the Eaft Indies; but he would on- 
ly fay, that he expected and be- 
Suiek that that furplus would ap- 
pear, and that the moft falutary re- 
ulations and retrenchments had 
-” *introduced. His warmetft 
wifhes would indeed be gratified, 
and the moft fanguine dreams of the 
profperity of Great Britain would 
prove more than realized, if it 
could be found, that our refources 
for diminifhing our debt bore any 


goimparifon to thofe of the Eaft In- 
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dia companys Mr. Pitt repelteg 
the fuppofed inconfiftency of go. 
vernment in their conduct towards 
lord Macartney, and obferved, thar 
that nobleman was perfectly eligi. 
ble to the prefidency of Bengal, to 
the department of which the direc. 
tion of the revenues of the Carna. 
tic by no means particularly lee 
ferred. He did not fall below Mr, 
Fox in hts eulogium upon the cha 
racter of lord Macartney, and in. 
flanced in his voluntary compli- 
ance with the claufe, which called 
upon all perfons returning from the 
company’s fervice, to account upon 
oath for their acquifitions ; though 
the operation of Phat claufe had not 
yet commenced. This action was 
in itfelf fo noble and difinteretted, 
that, had Mr. Pitt even difapproved 
of his general conduct in his go 
vernment, it would alone have been 
fufficient to atone for all former mif- 
carriages, and to have entitled him 
to the higheft glory, and moft dif- 
tinguifhed applaufe. 

Mr. Francis endeavoured to dee 
monitrate the fallacy of which Mr. 
Pitt was guilty, in the reprefenta- 
tion that he had made of the flou- 
rifhing condition of the company’s 
finances. At Bombay they had ne 
revenue at all proportioned to their 
current expences, and the funded 
debt then amounted to 3,000,000h, 
which bore an intereft of ol. per 
cent., and was continually increaf- 
ing by half ycarly converfions of 
the intereft into capital. Of the 
pecuniary fituation of Madras, Mr. 
Francis could not fpeak with fe 
much precifion; but he conceived, 
that fome idea might be formed 
upon the fubjeét from a part of 
Mr. Macpherfon’s letter to the 
court of directors, of the thirtieth 
of July 1785; in which he re 
marked, **In the Carnatic yosr 


late orders have beem carried into 
fome 








fome effect ; the general ruin which 
that country has undergone from 
the devattation of war, will keep 
your affairs in that quarter a long 
time in diftrefs.”’ It was well known, 
that the revenues of Bengal were the 
means, upon which the other preti- 
dencies were obliged to lean for 
fupport, and contlituted the only 
fource from which the Eaft India 
company expected to relieve her 
embarraffments. Upon this fub- 
ject Mr. Francis reminded the houfe 
of the ftatement he had made in 
the preceding feffion, when he con- 
victed the directors of an error of 
more than 3,000,000). in their ac 
count of the revenues of one year, 
He animadverted upon the retrench- 
ments of which Mr. Pitt. had boait- 
ed, and again illuftrated thefe from 
ancther part of the letter of Mr. 
Macpherfon, ‘* The great and 
mo{t important work of a reform 
in the expences of this government, 
which was refolved upon, and in 
fome degree begun, betore the de- 
parture of Mr. Haftings, has been 
carried through under every influ- 
ence that I could exert, and every 
etfort of the abilities of the prefent 
adminiftration. I mutt at the fame 
time regret, that the progrefs made 
jn this falutary meafure is not 
equal to my wilhes, and has not in 
any very alleviating degree relieved 
your diitrefles.”’ In relation to 
the fame fubje¢t Mr. Francis moved 
for, and obtained, on the feventh of 
February, certain papers calculated 
to illuttrate the revenues of India. 
The ballot for the members, who 
were to compofe the court of judi- 
cature for the trial of Eatt Indian 
delinquents, which, in purfuance 
of the regulating act of 1784, was 
to take place within thirty days af- 
ter the meeting of parliament, was 
made in both houfes on the fifteenth 
et February. At the time of this 
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ballot, lifts of the names of perfons 
to be ballotted for, of the nature 
of thofe ufually denominated treas 
fury lifts, and which are conceived 
to originate with adminiftration, 
were delivered by the door-keeper 
to the houfe of commons. is 
mode of proceeding was treated in 
terms of the fevereft re tion 
by Mr. Sheridan. He alluded to 
the idea, which had been fuggefted 
by admini(iration, when the bill 
had been under difcuffion, that the 
court of judicature fhould be cho» 
fen with perfect impartiality, and 
without the employment of any 
miniiterial influence. On the cone 
trary, government appeared defir- 
ous to realize the predictions of o 
polition, and to fhow how fronely 
the new mode of trial was contratt- 
ed with the eonflitutional and liberal 
mode of trial by jury. Mr. Sheri- 
dan added, that, if Mr. Pitt would 
dare to rif and. avow, that the liits 
were prepared by his order, and 
delivered’ by his authority, he 
would pledge himfelf to move upoa 
him the fevereft cenfure of that 
houfe. In order to bring home a 
charge, which he conceived to be 
in fo flagrant a degree indecent and 
fcandalous, he eoncluded with a 
motion, which was feconded by Mr. 
Francis, that Mr, Pearfon the door- 
keeper be now called in and ex- 
amined. The proceeding, which 
was complained of by Mr. Sheri- 
dan, was defended by Mr. Pitt 
and Mr. Niartin, as a matter per- 
fecily innocent and harmlefs, and 
they reprefented it as an infult to 
the houte of commons to fuppofe, 
thar the delivery of fuch lifis could 
have the fmallett influence in in- 
ducing any of its members to ad- 
opt the ames it contained. The 
motion was rejected upon a divilion, 
ayes. 3%, noes, 138. 
On the feventh of Marck a mo- 
la OR 
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tion was made by Mr. Francis, and 
feconded by Mr. Windham, for 
leave to bring in a bill to explain 
and amend the act of the year 1784, 
for the regulation of the ailairs of 
the Eaft India company. Mr. 
Francis embraced this occafion of 
ehtering into an examination of that 
bill, and pointing out in the tullett 
manner, What appeared to him to 
conftitute its impolitic and uncon- 
ftitutional nature. He alluded to 
the petitions, which were faid to 
be upon their way from India, 
againft Mr. Pitt’s act. He might 
be fufpected on one fide of a bafe 
intention to avail himfelf of the 
prefent temper of the parties for 
fome mifchievous purpote ; and on 
the other he might be charged with 
acting precipitately and unfairly to 
the petitioners themfelves in not 
waiting for their petition, To the 
lat of thefe imputations he an- 
fwered, that, though he acted in- 
dependently of the petitioners, he 
was as much in earneft as they 
could be, to promote the obje¢t they 
fought; that what he did could not 
injure, and might affift them; and 
that the method he took to accom- 
plith his object was moft honourable 
to parliament, and moft confiftent 
with its dignity. With refpect to 
the former he obferved, that his 
fentiments upon the fubject had al- 
ways been known, and had always 
been the fame. Perhaps upon his 
rinciples he might have been ftrict- 
y bound, to have moved for an al- 
teration of this law during the 
courfe of the lait feffion; but he 
had his reafons for not adopting 
that proceeding. The attention of 
the houfe was wholly engaged in 
the commercial arrangement with 
freland. The moft exceptionable 
parts of the India bill were not to 
begin to operate till a year or two 
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afterwards. But his principal can. 
fideration had been, that he withed 
to give time for the fenfe of the 
houfe to cool upon its own aa, 
and for the general judgment of 
the mation to be colleted on the 
merits of the meafure, 

The law obvioufly divided irfelf 
into three departments ; firft, the 
arrangement mtade for the diftribu. 
tion and ettabdlifliment of power at 
home ; fecundly, the arrangements 
made for the government of the 
company’s affairs abroad; and f- 
nally the inttitution of a fpecial in. 
ae and a new judicature in 

ngland, for the difcovery and triak 
of offences commitied in India, 
Under the firit head Mr. Francis 
obferved, that the conftant and no- 
torious complaint had been, that the 
power of the court of directors 
was defective and infufficient to 
enforce obedience upon their fer- 
vants abroad, or to punifh their 
difobedience. In order therefore 
to create a ftrong government, Mr, 
Pitt’s act had divided the fupreme 
power between two boards; had 
placed the nominal power in one fet 
of men, and the real power in an- 
other, and had obliged the directors 
to affix their fignatures to letters 
and inttructions, drawn up in noto- 
rious contradi¢tion to their declared 
fentiments. A more effectual con- 
trivance to excite and irritate a fpi- 
rit of difobedience could hardly 
have Been imagined. Mr. Francis 
was not reafoning upon imaginary 
cafes. The law had eftablithed 
two jurifdiGions over the fame ob- 
je&t. They had already clathed 
in one very important inftance, 
and he had reafon to believe that 
they continued to do fo in many 
others. The very moment the di- 
rectors began to aét, the board of 
control began to counteract ; = 
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the directors in the end were 
obliged to fign orders, againit which 
they had previoufly protetted. 

Mr. Francis ttrongly condemned 
the power, Which, by a ficutious 
yote and a catting voice, govern- 
ment had thrown into the hands 
of the governor-general; and ob- 
ferved, that by this method they had 
fecretly placed an influence in the 
hands of the prefident of Bengal, 
which they had been afhamed to at- 
tribute to him openly. He employed 
many arguments to prove, that the 
predominant power in India was 
much lefs judicioufly placed in the 
hands of a fingle perion, than ia 
thofe of a council. ‘The fact was, 
that under the former fpecies of go- 
vernment all thofe principles, which 
the preient law condemned and pro- 
hibited, were brought into action, 
and all thofe effects were produced, 
which the prefent law profeffed to 
look back upon with indignation ; 
which it threatened to pun‘fh, or 
promifed to correct. Mr. Francis 
defcribed the government of Ben- 
gal as being of a very peculiar na- 
ture. A governor-general under- 
flood nothing of his fituation, if he 
thought, that any power directly 
veited in his hands, would carry 
half the authority with it, that 
would accompany the united acts 
ot a governor and council. If he 
trufied to his own exclufive judg- 
ment, he would find himfelt fur- 
rounded by fome of the mott artful 
men that exijted, by natives, who, 
without our general knowledge, 
were infinitely fagacious, who ob- 
ferved ug attentively and underitood 
us pertecily, and by fome Euro- 
peans, who, in every thing but 
their habit and complexion, were 
perfect Afiatics. No tingle, unaf- 


lifted Englifh judgment was a match 
for fuch men, and for fuch peculiar 
faculties, as would collect about him 
om the moment of his arrival, 
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‘Tf he relied on his exclufive power, 


tor want of clear and accurate know- 
ledge, he would rarely venture to 
exert it. Every man who ap- 
proached him would tell him a dif- 
feret ftory, or give hin a different 
opinion, He would often doubt, 
and novigorous determination could 
exilt in a good mind that was not 
preceded by conviction, Even 
when he exerted his power, it would 
be feeble and ineffectual again the 
univerfal combination and clamour 
of all ranks and interetls, that would 
be formed to counteraé him in 
every meafure, that tended to cor- 
rect abufes, or reduce exorbitant 
emoluments. In a great commu- 
nity the reformer had the voice and 
approbation of the majority to en- 
eourage him ; but ina very narrow 
circle he would have no part of the 
fociety in which he lived to fuppore 
him againit the reft. ‘They would 
make a common caufe againft him, 
and, fooncr or later, would over- 
come his refolution, or break his 
heart. Mr. Francis alluded to the 
government in which he had been 
concerned, and remarked, that if 
the perfonal character, the political 
views, and public principles of Mr, 
Hattings and Mr. Barwel had been 
fuch, as to have induced the mino- 
rity to give them a fleady and vi- 
gorous fupport, the government 
would have carried along with it 
an opinion, a dignity, an autho- 
rity aud a fway, which no faction 
could have refiited and no combi- 
nation could have withflood, 

Upon the fubjec of the third di- 
vifion of Mr. Pitt’s act, Mr. Francis 
was more animated and warm. In 
the inttitution of fo arbitrary a 
mode of purfuing delinquency, the 
inftant fuffering indeed belonged to 
the fervants of the company in 
India: the confeyuence and the 
danger were our own. A capital 
innovation was made in the crimi- 
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nal jurifprudence of England. New 
principles werc introduced, not 
only into the fyiem of our laws, 
but into the manners of our people. 
A new tribunal was crected for the 
trial of mifdemeanours commitred in 
India, and armed and accompanied 
with powers unheard of in this 
country. ‘The ancient eftablifhed 
mode of trial by a jury and by the 
country, was renounced a: imper- 
fect and inadequate; a new and 
arbitrary fyflem ot enquiry and trial 
was eftublifhed in the room of 1t ; 
and all this was done for reafons 
and pretences, equally applicable 
to any other fort of crime, and any 
other fpecies of otiender, Con- 
fidered as a precedent, it held ot a 
general menace to the whole king- 
dom; it operated directly upon a 
few, but it threatened us all, 
Upon this head Mr. Francis parti- 
cularly infifted upon a paflage in 
the king’s fpeech of May 1784, 
which was intended to have a re- 
trofpect to Mr. Fox’s bill, towhich 
it did not apply, and which was for- 

etten when they came to agitate 


Ir. Pitt’s bill, of the fpirit of 


which it had been prophetic. ** The 
affairs of the Eait India company 
form an object of deliberation deep- 
ty connected with the general in- 
tereits of the country. While you 
fecl a juft anxiety to provice for 
the good government of our pof- 
fefons in that part of the world, 
you will, I truft, never lofe fight of 
the effect, which any meaiure to be 
adoptcd for that purpofe, may have 
on own conftitution and our 
deare.: interefts at home,” 
Mr. francis examined diflinély 
the diferent modes that were em- 
oyed by the act, for making an 
inquifition into crimes. The firtt 
was that, which obliged every man 
to give in upon oath an account of 
his fortune. Mr. Francis examined 
this previfion, as it would operate 
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upon the innocent and upon the 
guilty. From thofe who were in- 
nocent no confeffion could be ex. 
torted; but he denied, that it was 
in no cafe a hardfhip and an injyf. 
tice to an honelt man, to obli 
him to declare publicly the ex,@ 
amount of his property. It might 
even happen, that the act might 
be oppretiive in proportion to the 
innocence ot the party. For, though 
his poverty might prove his inno. 
cence, it might ealily happen, that 
a man might wifh to have his inno. 
cence proved by any other kind of 
evidence. We did not live in times 
in which poverty was re{pectable, 
Mr. Francis icared, that the contrary 
was true, and that the law, which 
compelled an honeft man to dif. 
cover the narrownefs of his circums 
ftances, whatever it might intend, 
would in effect only ferve to fling 
difgrace upon ill fortune, and to 
make an honourable poverty ridi- 
culous. With refpect to the guilty 
the only tendency of the law was 
to invite him to add one crime to 
another; and, if he were already 
guilty of extortion, oppreifion and 
cruelty, to endeavour to cover it 
by perjury. The law fhould be 
tender of creating fuch dilemmas, 
It was an invitation to falfhood, 
becaufe it annexed the expectation 
of impunity for one offence to the 
comnuilion of another. 

In the next place the law, in cafe 
of any complaint made to the court 
of exchequer, proceeded to fubject 
the party to an{wer interrogatories 
upon oath, at the difcretion of the 

ourt, It fuppofed the party to 
have been guilty of perjury in the 
firft inflance, and it called upon him 
either to convict himfelf of that 
crime, or to cover it by a feries of 
new perjurics in his anfwers to the 
interrogatories. In both inftances 
it revived a mode of inquifition and 
conviction, which the coni{litution 





FOREIGN 


of this country held in abhorrence, 
and which our ancetlors vainly 
imagined they had extirpated tor 
ever, when they abolifhed the ftar- 
chamber. The law, having thus 
exerted its utmo(t power to extort 
a difcovery by the confetlion of the 
uilty, proceeded to fupply the de- 
foats of that mode by another cou rie, 
which promifed indced greater fuc- 
cels, but which in Mr. Francis’s 
judgment was {till more deteflable, 
becaufe it held out rewards to trea- 
chery and bafenefs, and tended to 
corrupt and deftroy the little mo- 
rality we had lefr in private life. 
The law formally acknowledged 
the office of a fpy and infermer, 
and rewarded him with a fhare in 
the forfeiture. Its temptations were 
held out to perfons whom you might 
have particularly trufted, your 
agent, your fecretary, your ban- 
ker, or your friend. Who could 
tell but the invitation might feduce 
a fon to betray his father, a bro- 
ther to betray his brother, or, which 
was worft of all, a perfon whom 
you had effentially ferved to betray 
his benefactor ? The very money 
you had lent him, if you had 
omitted it in your account, would 
be the inftrument of his nefarious 
purpofe. Mr. Francis appealed to 
every thing that was honourable 
and virtuous in that houfe; Was 
there an objeét of penal juilice 
againit any particular fer of men, 
adequate to the price they muft pay 
for it, if they fuflered fuch prin- 
cip'es as thefe to be introduced, not 
only into the laws ot the kingdom, 
but into the manners of the people ? 

Mr. Francis afierted the inttitu- 
tion of the new judicature to be 
totally unneceflary. A fpecial jury 
of Englifa gen:lemen, was jutt as 
Lkely to be qualified tor this or any 
, Other judicial office, as ten members 
vi the lords and commons taken at 
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a venture. The tribunal abandon- 
ed the wife and ancient feparation 
of the verdiét from the judgment, 
and united in the fame perfons the 
verdict, the explanation of the law, 
and the fentence. As, according 
to this fyitem, feven members con- 
flituted a court, one lord and three 
judges might find the facts, and on 
the other hand four commoners 
might determine the law againit the 
opimon of the three judges. Mr. 
Francis obferved, that, generally 
fpeaking, his prefent purpofe was 
not fo much to inftitute as to cor- 
rect. He meant to take away a great 
deal, and not to ena& much in the 
place of it. In other circumftances 
he thould have thought himfelf 
bound to attempt more than this. 
It he had been united in views and 
fentiments with the a¢ting adminif- 
tration, he fhould have extended 
his thoughts to a comprehenfive 
potitive inftitution for the better 
government of India. Standing as 
hedid, he muft take care not to aim 
at any thiag but what might be 
really attainable, and that, while he 
was endeavouring todo good, he 
might be fure of doing no mifchief. 
His purpofe was to extirpute out of 
Mr. Pitt’s bill the principal evils, 
to revert to that, which, if not 
perfect in itfelt, had not been im- 
proved by innovation; to ftrengthen 
what was good, if it were feeble; 
and not to enact much by pofitive 
inititution. He would rebuiid rhe 
houfe he lived in from the founda- 
tion if he could; but finee thar 
was not in his power he would en- 
deavour to repair it. 

Mr. Dundas replied to Mr. Fran- 
cis. He employed fome arguments 
tn defence of the bbard of control ; 
and, tor the nec thity of increating 
the power of the gove nor-gencral, 
he appealed to the opinion at lord 
Macastaey, who had declared, that 
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none but a madman would have 


confented to accept the government, 
while it remained upon its former 
footing. Mr. Dundas endeavoured 
to fhew the neceflity of infutunng 
the new court of judicature, from 
the voluminoufnets of the evidence 
in the cafes of fir Thomas Rum- 
bold and Mr. Hailings, which was 
fuch as to make it impracticable 
for it to be gone through by a 
common jury, without totally 
changing its ftyucture, Mr, Dundas 
yetorted the argument of Mr. 
Francis, and endeavoured to fhow, 
that the introduction of thofe ncw 
rules of evidence, which it was 
found expedient to adopt refpecting 
crimes commitied in India, would 
create dangerous and in proper ha- 
bis in the minds of the juries of 
this country, would render the 
known rules of evidence fluctuating 
and linble to change, and would 
incline the jurymen to receive fimi- 
lur impreflions from fim:lar docu- 
ments, Where by the principles of 
Englith jurifprudence they were 
inadmilhble. The hardfhip of the 
dilemma, which Mr. Francis had 
mentioned, and which fubjected 


delinquents to the temptation of 


perjury, would be forefeen by them 
in the firft inflance, and would have 
a flrong tendency to ftrengthen their 
confciences, and to reitrain them 
from the commiffion of crimes. 
The compelling men to anfwer in- 
terrogatories, when their anfwers 
might tend to impeach themfelves, 
was no unufual hardfhip. Such 
was the cafe of bankrupts, who 
were bound to anfwer, thouch in 
matters that might affect their lives, 
Juch interrogatories refpeéting their 
effects, os might be put to them by 
thofe intcufted with their affairs, 
Major Scott and Mr. Vaniittart 
expreifed their defire, that the inqui- 
fition ipto the property of perions 
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ferving in India, effablithed by the 
act of 1784, might be repealed, ar 
the fame time that they pronounced 
a high eulogium upon the judicious 
‘firucture of the court of judicature, 
The previous queition was put by 
Mr. Reader upon the motion of 
Mr. Francis, to make way for 
motion he fhould fhortly fubmit ¢ 
the houfe, for leave to bring in 3 
bill to amend and jmpyove in cer. 
tain refpects the regulating act of 
1784; and was carried without a 
divifion. 

On the fixteenth of March Mr, 
Dundas took occafion to fuggeft to 
the houfe the principal heads of the 
alterations he defired to introduce 
in the governmint of India. With 
refpect to the power ot the gover- 
nor general, he fhould offer to their 
conhiccration an amendment, direct. 
ly the reverie of that which had 
been picaded for by Mr. Francis; 
and, inftead of diminifljing his pow: 
er, he fhould befiow ypon him the 
privilege in certain cafes of deciding 
in oppofition to the fenfe of his 
council ; at the fame time obliging 
him to make oath, that he was can- 
vinced that fuch deviation from 
their opinion was indifpentibly nes 
ceflary. He ihould further em 
power the governor - general to 
nominate a fuccetior upon the death 
of any member of his council, 
inftead of permitting the oldett in 
fucceffion to rife as a matter ot 
courfe. The principle of feniority, 
in the extent to which it was ella- 
blithed by the act of 1784, was 
pregnant with various inconveni- 
encies, and therefore Mr. Dundas 
fhould propofe, that the different 
heads of fervice in India fhould be 
diitributed into claffes, and that the 
fervants fhould rife by gradation, 
only in thoie clafles, tor which by 
their preceding habits they were 
particularly fosmed. He eg 
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for the future, to veft the offices of 
commander in chief and gevernor- 
general in the fame perfon, and he 
yominated earl Cornwallis to fill 
this important commiflion. He 
intended alfo by his bill, no nae 
to make the difclofure of the for- 
tunes of perfons ferving in India 
open to public infpection, bur to 
cs it fingly withia the infpection 
of the board of control. Mr, 
Dundas fuggefted various altera- 
tions of inferior importance; and his 
motion for leave to bring in the bill 
was feconded by Mr. Pitt. 

Upon the queftion for the fpea- 
ker’s leaving the chair, in order to 
the going into a committee on Mr. 
Dundas’s bill, Mr. Francis ftrenu- 
oufly oppofed all farther proceed- 
ings. He had lately delivered his 
fentiments at large upon the act of 
1784; but with all its abfurdities 
he thought that act far lefi excep- 
tionable, than the meafure now un- 
der confideration. He predicted 
the moft fatal confequences fiom 
the arbitrary power which was to 
be given to the governor-general, 
and he reprobated in the ttrongeit 
terms the union of the offices of 
commander in chief and governor- 
general in the fame perion. He 
animadverted upon what Mr. Dun- 
das had faid in reiation to the opi- 
nion ot lord Macartney. The pub- 
lic judgment on the propriety of 
that nobleman’s nhl the go- 
vernment of Bengal, muft remain 
in fufhence, till he fhould think it 
right to aflign his reafons. They 
might be, that he thought the ftate 
of affairs defperate ; they might 
be, that he objected to the perfons 
who compofed the exiiling coun- 
cil ; they could not arife trom the 
want af power attributed to that 
office, fince the minifters, who 
were fo loud in their applaute, 
would not certainly haye refuied to 
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lord Macartrey, what they fo fi. 
berally conceded to earl Cornwallis, 
Mr. Francis objected to the idea of 
placing the inventories of property 
among the fecret pupers of the 
board of control, fince an end 
would thus be put to the idea of 
popular profecution, and the per- 
fons returning from India Bel" 
exclulively placed within the arbi- 
trary difpoial of the exifting ad- 
miniftration. 

Mr. Burke pronounced an elo- 
quent inveétive againft the principle 
upon which Mr. Dundas’s fyftem 
was founded. He faid that no 
maxim could be more palpably falfe, 
than that which afcribed energy, 
vigour and difpatch to a defpotic 


government. On the contrary the 
conitant features of arbitrary power 
were weaknefs, delility and pro- 


craftination. He appealed to the 
Turkith government for the truth 
of his affertion, He defired to know 
where the defpotic government had 
exifted, of which dignity and force 
were the acknowledged charatte- 
riftics ? —To what had democracy 
in all ayes and countries owed its 
triumphs, but to the opennefs, the 
publicity and the ftrength of its 
operations ? It was in direft oppo- 
fition to all theories of policy and 
ail the principles of human nature, 
that the exertions of one mind, the 
mott perfect upon earth, fhould be 
more folid and vigorous, than thofe 
which refulted from the joint ex- 
perience and wifdom of multitudes, 
combined and matured for that pur- 
pofe. Mr. Burke obferved, that it 
was ufual to prefume the preamble 
to oy bill to be founded in 
truth; but the preamble to the 


prefent claufe, which laid it down 
as a principle that arbitrary power 
was neceilary to give vigour and 
difpatch, was a libel on the liber- 
tics of the pcople of England, - 

a . 
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a fatire on the Britith conftitution. 
He compared the prefent bill with 
the act, which had paffed that 
houfe in the year 1784. Had ad- 
miniiiration come down to parlia- 
ment at once, aud faid boldly, Our 
plan is defpotifm: and arbitrary go- 
vernment; the fenfe of the nation 
would have revolted at the propofal. 
In the bill of Mr. Pitt an abortion 
of tyranny, like an impertect fartus 
in a bottle, was produced and hand- 
ed about as a fhow; at length 
however the charm was broke, and 
in the bill upon the table they 
were prefented with a full grown 
moniter of tyranny, fhameleis, un- 
daunted and irrefiftible. The whole 
bufinefs of the India reform was a 
moft contemptible refult of the 
time and trouble it had coft him 
and other members of that houfe, 
in enquiries into the abufes of the 
Eaft, and in preparing numerous 
and voluminous reports upon the 
fubject. 

Mr. Burke faid, that it had juftly 
been obferved, that the claufe in the 
original bill, requiring from every 
individual who had been in India 
an account of his fortune, would be 
fufficient in an honeit and indepen- 
dent houfe of commons, to have 
ruined the whole. In what man- 
ner were delinquencies now to be 
detected ? It was taken for granted 
that no man could have a large 
fortune by honeft means. Mr. 
Burke fuppofed the cafe of a per- 
fon in high truit, who, by every 
fpecies of the groffeft peculation, 
thould accumulateenermous wealth, 
but who at the fame time fhould 
waite his ill gotten property for the 
mott flagitious purpofes; and, though 
guilty of almo‘t every crime that 
human nature could perpetrate, he 
might be a poor man by the nme 
he came home. What then wis 
the language held to hun by this 
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law ? * It was not an obiec Werth 
while to profecute his delinquen. 
cies.” The law was a literal tran, 
feript of what had been done jy 
India during the adminittration of 
Mr. Haftings. [ft enquired into the 
fubftance ot individuals, and where 
it found money there it affixed 
guilt. , The fecrecy, that was now 
given to this inquilition, was fil} 
more ftrongly condemned by Mr, 
Burke. Mr. Dundas was ereéine 
a whifpering gallery for the board 
of control, and, armed with the new 
powers of auricular conteflion, it 
would prove a direct copy of the 
ear of Dionytius. 

The leaders of the minifterial 
party endeavoured to repel the charge 
of defpotifm, which was made 
againit the bill. Mr. Dundas faid, 
that, before gentlemen fhowed them. 
felves fo forward in eftablifhing a 
charge of this fort, it behoved 
them to prove that arbitrary go- 
vernment depended upon the cir- 
cumitance of placing the principal 
authority in the hands of one, 
rather than in thofe of two or 
more perfons. For himfeli, while 
a country was governed by known 
laws, while the rights and fran- 
chites of individuals were preferv. 
ed, while cafes of property were 
tried by the etiablifhed judicature 
of the country, and while the free 
exercife ef public and private opt 
nion was permitted, he had @r 
inagined, that the libertics of the 
people were as perfectly enjoyed, 
as they ever had been, or were 
ever likely to be, in any nation of 
the world. Mr. Pitt preffed upon 
the attention of the houte, the ad- 
ditional degree of retponfibility, 
which, by the new powers civen to 
the governor-general, was attached 
upon his conduct. Refponfibility 
Was the firit and ttrongett feature 
of liberty, and it was of the eflence 

of 








of arbitrary power, that it fhould 
be fubjected t. neither account nor 


control. In the prefent inftance, 
the whole of the confultations upon 
the fubjcet was to be recorded ; 
the reafons which induced the go- 
vernor-general to differ in opinion 
from his council, the circumitances 
by which the neceffity of « difcre 
tiunary proceeding was conftituted, 
and the arguments of each of the 
diffenting members ; who were re- 
quired to enter a proteft in juftifi- 
cation of their perievering oppofi- 
tion. Here then parliament was 
prefented with the moft effectual 
means of refponhbility that human 
wifdom had yet devifed, or that the 
molt wary fafpicion could poflibly 
fuggett. 

In the farther progrefs of the 
committee, it was moved by Mr. 
Sheridan, as it had been by Mr. 
Eden in the cafe of the regulating 
act of 1784, that the bill fhould be 
divided in‘o two parts, and that the 
provifions, relative to the political 
government, and relative to the 
profecution of offences, fhould be 
feparately brought under the dif- 
cullion of parliament; and in this 
inftance his effort was fuccefsful. 
A few days after the adoption of 
this propotal, Mr. Dundas acquaint- 
ed the houfe, that, in comphance 
with the fen:iments and apprehen- 
fions of feveral refpectable charac- 
ters, he was defirous of altering the 
plan of the latter of thefe two 
bills, from the fiate in which he 
had originally prefented it to the 
houfe, and to give up wholly and 
unrefervedly the intended difclofure 
cf property. In confequence of this 
al:eration of {yflem, he dehred lrave 
entirely ta withdraw the bill, and to 
preient. it anew in an improved 
form. The bill relative to delin- 
quencies, varied in another parti- 
cular from the regulating act of 


1784, and permitted an appeal from 
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the new court of judicature to the 
court of king’s bench, and to the 
houfe of lords. It alio introduced 
fome change in the proceedings in 
relation to the ballot in the two 
houles of parliament, which was in- 
tended to facilitate that part of the 
we In the lait ttage of the 

ili explaining and amending the 
mode of government for India, Mr. 
Dempiier propofed a claufe, in imi- 
tation of Mr. Fox’s India bill, limit- 
ing the duration of the act to the 
term of five years ; but the fuggeftion 
was rejected upon a divifion. 

In the houte of lords, both thefe 
bills underwent a confiderable de- 
gree ot difcuflion. There was a 
claufe in the former, which in its 
operation tended to deprive gene- 
ral Sloper, who had been fent out 
commander in chief in India in 
the year 1784, of his feat as a 
member of the fupreme council ; 
and of confequence, exclulively of 
the diminution of rank and import- 
ance, to reduce his emoluments 
from fixteen thoufand, to fix thou- 
fand pounds per annum. ‘This cir- 
cumitance excited much difcuffion ia 
both houfes of parliament. It was 
complained of by Mr. Sloper, brother 
to the general, and member for Sr, 
Alban’s, who meved an amendment, 
limiting the operacion of the claufe to 
future appointments ; and it was ob- 
ferved upon by Mr. Fox and others, 
as very extraordinary, that this mark 
of indignity fhould be fixed upon 
general Sloper, who hat not yee 
had time to do any thing by which 
he could deferve the ftigma, It 
was an indirect and an infidious way 
of compeiling him to retignation ; 
and on that account, was entitled 
to a ffrenuous oppolition, The dif- 
cffion called out an eulogium upon 
this officer from both fides of the 
houfe ; and adminiftration warmly 
difclaimed the idea of the meafure, 
having been dictated by any kind of 
perionality, 
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rfonality. On the other hand, earl 
itzwilliam, and lord vifcount Stor- 
mont, ftrongly infinuated in the boule 
of lords, that the fact oviginated in 
forme fecret motives, and that it was 
occafioned by the difappointimearot a 
candidate who bad entered the lits 
with gen, Sloper. By thele noblemen, 
and by the easl of Carlitle and lord 
Loughborough, the bill was alfo 
generally oppofed, while the rectte 
tude of the meafure was vindicated 
by lord Walfingham, the earl of 
Abingdon, and lord Thurlow. 
Upon the bill for the puniflment of 
offences, an amendment was moved 
by the carl of Curlitle, the tenden- 
cy of which was, to repeal the in- 
ftitutioa of the new court of judica- 
ture, along with the repeal, which 
government had thought fit to adopt, 
of the inquifition into delinquencies, 
The amendmenr was tirongly fup- 
ported by lord Loughborough and 
vifcount Stormont; and oppoted by 
the marquis of Carmarthen and 
lord Camden, who declared himfelf 
particularly pleafed with that pro- 
vifion of the act of 1784, by which 
the offices of judge and jury were {9 
happily blended, and by which the 
judges were calied, as they had 
wever been before, to concur in a 
general decition. The houfe divided 
Wpon the amendment, contents 9g, 
Non-contents 39, 

During the pendency of thefe 
bills, andin the bevinning of May, 
a bill was introduced into parliament 
by Mr. Dundas, and pafled both 
houfes with great rapidity, the de- 
fign of which was, toobviate a doubt 
which had arifen in India, whether 
the king’s fign-manval was not ne- 
ceffary to be fubferived to every 
commiffion, appointing a governor- 
general or commander in chief in 
India, and declaring the validity of 
fuck commiffions, as that of lord 
Mucartpty and earl Cornwallis, 
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neither of which had been attended 
with this- formality, 

On the ninth of June, the hou 
of commons procecded to take jntg 
their confideration a petition, which 
had been prefented on the part of 
the courc of directors of the Ext 
India company, ftating certain 
emergencies ariing trom the pecus 
liar fituation of their commercial 
concerns, and praying for purlig. 
mentary relict. Aa explanation of 
the nature of the cafe was given by 
Mr. Pitt. He obferved, that the 
eftimate, which had forinerly been 
delivered in by the company, was 
found by experience to tall confider. 
ably fhort of the amount neveilary 
for carrying on their trade. This 
did not arile from any want of accu. 
racy in forming that ettimate, but 
from a material alteration in the 
circumitances of the company, 
which had fince taken place; but 
which at that time, could not have 
been torefeen, ‘The increafe of the 
company’s fales of tea was, from 
abour fix millon pounds annually, 
its former amount, to fourteen mil- 
lion pounds, befide an increafe upon 
fome other articles in which they 
dealt ; and it was obvious to every 
one who canfidered the fubjedt, 
that, in proportion to an increafe of 
trade, au increafe of capital became 
indiipeulably neceflary. The com. 
mutation act, to which the prefent 
profperity of the company was 
chiefly to be afcribed, had indeed 
in fome degree fereftalled this ne 
ceffity. But certain heavy expences 
under which the company had 
recently laboured, and the extraor 
dinary charges attending the winds 
ing up of the expenditure of the 
war, created aremporary difficulty, 
for the reliet of which the affiitance 
of parliament was now demanded. 
The company did not come to the 
legiflature to atk a loan of the public 

money, 
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money, but merely to obtain leave 
to make ufe of their own credit for 
that purpofe, from which, by the 
provifions of exifting laws, they 
were at prefent reitrained. Mr. 
Pitt ftated 2,co2,09cI. as a fum, the 
immediate application of which he 
conceived would be adequate to 
their relief; and he explained the 
mede, by which the money was pro- 
poled to be raifed, to be, firft, by 
taking in fubfcriptions, at the ow 
fent market price of Ealt India ttock 
to the amount of 800,000!. in ad- 
dition to their prefent capital. This 
at 160 per cent. would produce 
about 1,200,000]. He alfo farther 
propofed to permit them to fell that 
part of an annuity, which was pay- 
able to them out of the exchequer, 
and which conttituted the inrerett of 
a certain fum which they had raifed 
for the fervice of government, that 
was yet unalienated; and the pro- 
duce of this he eltimated at 800,000l. 
He concluded with moving two re- 
folutions, the object of which was 
conformable to the prayer of the 
petition. 

Mr. Sheridan immediately rofe to 
animadvert upon the condué& of 
Mr. Pitt, and he fpoke again more 
largely upon the fubject in the pro- 
grefs of the bufinefs. A report of 
the fituation of the affairs of the 
Eaft India company, intended to 
demonftrate the reafonablenefs and 
the advantage of the relief they de- 
fired, had been laid by the court of 
directors upon the table of the 
houfe of commons, and Mr. She- 
ridan particularly attached himfelf 
to the demonftrating the erroneouf- 
nefs and fallacy of their eftimates. 
He obferved, that it was highly re- 
prehenfible to introduce, at fo late 
a = of the feffion, an important 
fubje%, and which required the 


moft deliberate difcuffion ; and par- 
ticularly culpable, in his opinion, 
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was the negligent way in which ie 
had been opened by the minifter, 
as if it were of little confequence, 
and fit to be treated as a matter of 
courfe. He had no manner of 
doubt, that the delay was’ coutrived 
on purpofe, to fuperfede mvettiga- 
tion, and elude the deredion of 
the fophitiry upon which the bit 
was foinded. He placed the ttrefs 
ot his remarks upon two points in 
the report of the company, the 
quantity or amount of the remit- 
tance to China, furnithed from Ben- 
gal, and the amount of the furplus 
of the revenues of that province, 
The remittance to China was token 
at 275,000], and Mr Sheridan em- 
ployed many arguments to demon- 
{trate that not more than 6oo0!. or 
70001. had actually been furnithed. 
The furplus of the revenues was 
eftimated at 1,805,000l , and this 
Mr. Sheridan, by his calculation, 
reduced to l. He quoted 
the authority of Mr. Haftings in a 
pamphlet entitled, A Review of the 
State of Bengal, in which it was 
afferted, that the utmoft furplus re- 
venue that couldeverbe furnifhed by 
that province, was 1,000,000]. Mr. 
Sheridan obferved, that the report 
upon their table fet out with con- 
fetiing the errors of which they had 
been guilty in their eftimates of 
1784, and called for a new degree 
ot reliance upon their prefent ree 
prefentations, without their poflefi- 
ing in reality any betrer claim to 
the public confidence. He enlarged 
upon the immenfe quantity of bills 
drawn from India upon the com- 
pany at home; and declared, that, 
inten years time, bills would be 
due to the amount of 12,000,000). 
Thus in fact, fo far from the com- 
pany’s affairs in India wearing a 
promifing afpect, their appearance 
was in the higheft degree alarming ; 
they feemed to be rapidly verging 
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to a ftate of bankruptcy, and were 
already fo deeply involved, that the 
relief now propofed was a mere 
tampering with the diforder, and 
conld nevet work an adequate and 
eficétual cure. 

Mr. Dundas replied to thefe ob- 
fervations. He denied that the re- 
mittance to China had ever been 
ftated as having been made entirely 
in {pecie ; and he endeavoured to 
prove, that the fum that was given 
was accurate, including in his ac- 
count the export of opium to that 
country, and the export of the raw 
material of the cotton manufacture. 
Mr. Dundas faid, that he had no 
objection to confefs that Mr. Hatft- 
ings was with him a favourite au- 
thority, becaufe he was, generally 
fpeaking, an authority to be relied 
on. But, in the prefent initance, 
Mr. Hattings’s eftimate was found- 
ed on the agual expence of the Ben- 
gal eftablifhment at the time; and 
the reduction fince ordered from 
home had becn fo important and 
effegtual, as to have totally altered 
the nature of the cafe. Mr. Dun- 
das undertook to evince the found 
policy of the permiffion, which was 
granted by the prefent bill of relief 
to the company’s fervants in India, 
to tranfmit their fortunes to Eng- 
land through the medium of the 
company’s invefments, exchanging 
the money which was thus advan- 
ced for bills payable in Leadenhall- 
fireet, He ftated, that the practice 
had been for the fhips of other Eu- 
ropean powers, our rivals in the 
commerce of India, to fail for the 
Ganges, and to truft for the money 
to purchafe an inveftment, folely to 
the tranfmiflion to Europe through 
their hands, of the fortunes of the 
fervants of the company. In lieu 
of the twelve millions of debt pre- 
dicted by Mr. Sheridan, Mr. Dun- 
das remarked, that a new capital, 


BRITISH AND 





to the amount of twelve millions, 
was at the fame time forming, 
As fait as it accrued, fo much in pro. 
portion flowed into the company’s 
treafury at home, and the means of 
difcharging the debt uniformly ac. 
companied its accumulation, This 
was the fyftem which found policy 
dire&ted us to purfue ; nor could be 
ever confent, that the compan 
fhould call itfelf a wealthy and floy. 
rifhing company at home, and a 
poor and diftretied company in In. 
dia. Mr. Dundas pronounced g 
panegyric upon the prefent ftate of 
this part of the empire. Tt was 
true, that, greatly exhaufted by the 
late ruinous war, it required, as Bri. 
tain herfelf did, to be man 
with every poffible care and atten. 
tion. But then India had in pro. 
portion fewer difficulties to encoun- 
ter. He hoped fpecdily to fee our 
oriental pofleflions with a powerful 
army, upon which their exiftence 
depended, and a reduced and ceco- 
nomical civil governmenr, with their 
revenues increafed, their expences 
moderate, their invettinents large, 
and their commerce flourifhing. 
Mr. Francis followed Mr. Dun- 
das. He alluded to what was now 
acknowledged to have Leen the flate 
of affairs in Bengal in 1784, when 
there appeared to be a deficiency of 
1,650,0001, This deficiency, it 
feemed, was now converted, by 4 
glorious reduction, into a furplus of 
1,800,000}. fo that between the one 
period and the other there was adit 
ference of three millions, If Mr. 
Dundas was founded in bis affer- 
tion, what muft have been the efta- 
blifhment which could have ad- 
mitted of fuch a reduction, and 
what fort ef argument did this 
circumftance furnifh  refpeéting 
the conduct of the late gover 
nor-general? Mr. Francis expa- 


tiated upon the contraft betwess 
the 
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the prefent report and the report of 
1784. He recited the different ba- 
lances of cafh in the treafury of 
Bengal, for the four enfuing years, 
as they had been flated in the for- 
mer, and fet againit them the ba- 
lances to the difadvantaye of the 
treafury in thele years, as they 
were admitted in the latter. He 
obferved, that the amount of the 
bills to be drawn upon London 
were now admitted nearly to double 
the amount at which they had 
been flated to parliament in 1784; 
and he endeavoured to. prove from 
authentic papers, that the com- 
pany’s debt in India at this day 
mutt exceed the fum of twelve 
inillions. Mr. Francis animadver- 
ed upou a paflage in the report, 
where ic was faid, that, whether the 
mode propofed for paying the bond 
debt took place or not; in other 
words, whether bills to the amount 
of fix millions more fhould be 
drawn upon them or not; * it 
would not make any important va- 
riation in the ftate of the company’s 
affairs, with refpect to the fum 
wanted in India for the ordinary 
currency.” They obferved, that 
if the creditors preferred being 
paid in India, it would leffen the 
funds allotted to the invefiment ; 
bur, if they confented to be paid 
in England, the amount would be 
brought home in invefiments, and 
out of them the bills would be 
paid. If this flate of the cafe were 
true, it would be bad enough, fince 
then the inveftment would be 
brought home folely for the credi- 
tors, not forthe company. ‘Then 
however the money applicable to the 
difcharge of the bonded-debt would 
exift fomewhere. But the fact was, 


that, fo far from there being a fingle 
rupee of furplus in Bengal, they 
had not fufficient to pay their cur- 
rent expences, and were obliged to 
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borrow money, to provide for the 
annual interelt of the exifting debr. 
Mr. Francis defcribed the com- 
pany’s credit in India as being in 
a ruinous condition,, while. their 
bonds were negotiated wt thirty pee 
cent. difcount. In this fituation, 
the fupreme council had refolved, 
that the whole civil fervice, exe 
clufively of the  fmaller falaries, 
fhould be paid by a further iffue 
of paper; and thus of courle they 
were increafing the difcount, and 
finking the value of the bonds to 
nothing. 

Mr. Grenville remarked, in terms 
of great feverity, upon what he 
denominated, the egregious attempt 
to deceive the members of that 
houfe, on the part of Mr. Francis. 
The fact was, that in the 1,650,000l, 
the unfunded debt of Bengal was 
included; and therefore it would 
have been juft as fair for any per- 
fon, in comparing the annual in- 
come of Great Britain with its 
annual expenditure at the end of 
the war, to have included the thirty- 
fix millions of unfunded debt, as a 
part of the deficiency of the year’s 
income, Nor was Mr. Francis, in 
the opinion of Mr. Grenville, lefs 
wanting in refpe&t, both to the houfe 
and to himfelf, when he glanced in 
terms of fuch ungovernable feverit 
at the conduct of Mr. Haftings. 
In the courfe of the debutes upon 
the relicf bill, the quettion was ree 
vived, of how tar government 
rendered itfelt refponfiile by aéts 
of this nature, for the debts of the 
company. The affirmative fide of 
the queftion was efpoufed by fir 
Grey Cooper, Mr. Huffey, and 
Mr. Sheridan, and their reafonings 
upon the fubjeft were anfwered by 
Mr. Dundas. A petition was alfo 
prefeated from the court of direc- 
tors, ftating, that the bill for the 
relict of the company then before 
the 
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the houfe, was défective in many 


rticulars. But this proceeding 
a not feem to have efeéted any 


material alteration in the meafufe. 
In the houfe of lords the progrefs 
of the bill was attended with fome 
debate. Its principle was attacked 
by lord Loughborough, lord Stor- 
mont, and the duke of Portland ; 
and the miniflerial fide of the quef- 
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tion was efpoufed by lord Walfings 
ham and earl Bathurft. It was 
propofed by the duke of Portland, 
that the farther Confideration of the 
bill thould be poftponed for fix 
weeks ; and the houfe having di. 
vided upon the queftion, the num. 
bers appeared, contents, 6, not con. 
tents, 14. 





CHAPTER VII. 


Impeachment of Mr. Haftings. Motion for Papers. Muratta Papers re 


Jufed. 


Debate on the Debli Papers. 


Production of the Charges. Mr, 


Haftings heard at the Bar of the Houfe of Commonss Witneffes examined, 


Prorogation. 


HE remaining fubject that be- 
lengs to the hittory of this 
feilion, is the impeachment of Mr. 
Warren Haflings, late governor- 
general of Bengal. It is the with 
ef every true friend to his country, 
that the financial operations of the 
year 1786, may be productive of 
alleviation and benefit to our lateft 
pottcrity. But unquettionably the 
tranfaction, during the exiftence of 
the prefent adininittration, the re- 
collection of which will always 
mott ttrongly arreit the feelings, and 
intereit the paflions of the human 
mind, is this great profecution. 
The acquilition of territories, fo 
vaft in their dimenfions, and itill 
more extenfive in their influence, 
as we poffefs in India, by a mercan- 
tile company, is a circumilance un- 
paralleled in the hittory of the 
world. The extreme difproportion 
between the power that governs 
and the object to be governed, is 
fuch as to trike the moft carelefs 
obferver, and might naturally be 
expected to be productive ot ca- 
lamities of various defcriptions, and 
of the alternate evils of anarchy 
e anddefpotiim. Different ttatefinen 





of the higheft abilities have turned 
their attention to the impropriey 
of this fituation, and have fought 
to introduce an adequate remedy, 
The firft project of this fort was 
that of the earl of Chatham in 
1766, and which was underftood 
to include the total diffolution of 
the territorial power of the Eafts 
India company, and the afliumption 
of the provinces in the name, and 
by the immediate authority of the 
legiflature of Great Britain. This 
was a {trong meafure, and it is pof- 
fible, that, if the proceedings of that 
nobleman had nor been counter. 
acted, either by a feries of the mot 
obftinate ill health, or by the oper- 
ations of minitterial intrigue, all 
the abilities of this illuftrious cha- 
racter might have failed in the in- 
troduction of fo decifive a revolution. 
The next project for an effectual 
remedy did not occur till the year 
1783, and it is underflood to have 
been the joint production of Mr. 
Fox and Mr. Burke. The fcheme 
of 1783 fell fhort in the extent of 
its operation of the fcheme of 17665 
but it feemed likely to be pro- 
ductive in the fequel of effects = 
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lets or se It was the inten- 
tion of Mr. Fox to leave not only 
the commercial advantages, but 
the territorial revenues in the hands 
of the company, and to futfer them 
to continue, as far as any pecunl lary 
inrereit was concerned, the fove- 
reigns of the country; but at the 
f:me time to take from them irrevoc- 
ably the admminiftration of that 
fovercignty, the appointment of its 
fervants, the deliberations of peace 
and war, and all thofe circum- 
fiances of which it if conflituted, 

The meafures relative to India, 
which took place in the interval be- 
tween the adminittration of lord 
Chatham and Mr. Fox, and thofe 
which have followed upon the dif- 
miflion of the latter, are to be con- 
lidered comparatively fpenking as 
palliatives, Thofe of lord North 
are now gencrally acknowledged to 
have mifcarried. Upon the merits 
of thofe of Mr. Pitt it is imagined, 
that there has not yet been a fuf- 
ficient lapfe of time to enable us to 
decide. 

Two methods naturally occurred 
to the minds of all men for the 
remedy of the mifgovernment, 
which was generally acknowledged 
to exift in "India, one of them of 
the nature we have defcribed, and 
the other an inveftigation of the 
conduct, and an exemplary punilh- 
ment of the delinquencies, of fome 
of thofe, who have fucceflively been 
intrutted in this great adminittra- 
tion. It bas been a queition among 
our practical ftatefmen, whether 
thefe two remedies ought to go 
hand in hand, or whether that of 
punifhment is to be confidered 
only fit to be adopted, if we fail in 
our attempts to introduce the other. 
It appears to have been molt com- 
monly fuppofed, that the mode of 
retroipect and punifhment ought on 
a0 account to be omitted, and this 
17386 
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idea muft at leaft have ftrongly ims 
prefled itfelf on the minds of thofe, 

who condemned and derided as 
nugatory the Eaft India revulations 
of ‘Mr. ‘Pitt from their fir!) intro- 
duction. It is certainly of little 
confequence to fay that the errors 
of our oriental governors ought 

not to be punithed, becaufe the 
fytiem of government there is ra- 
dicall y defective. This may be an’ 
excufe for lefler faults ; it may be 
pleaded in extenuation of, and «x- 
cite our pity for contiderable crimes; 

but, if admittedin its utmott extent, 
it would put an end to all ideas of 
criminal juftice and fevere retri- 
bution. 

The profecution of Mr. Hafings 
Is, On many accounts, a fubject of 
no common importance. If it 
failed, it was not unlikely thot it 
would prove the lait attempt of 
the kind that this country would 
ever witnefs. Whatever encomiums 
have been paffed upon the judicial 
provifions of the Britith conftitu- 
tion, certain it is, that they have 
netorioufly failed in the attempt to 
apply them to perfons returning 
from India. The parliamentary 
profecution of lord Clive by ges 
neral Burgoyne was carly defe: ated. 
The verdict of the court of king’s 
bench againit the perfons, who had 
imprifoned and occationed the death 
of lord Pigot, was fuch, as to be 
confidered by the perfons con- 
demned rather as an object of 
merriment than a fource of cala- 
mity. The bill of pains and pe- 
nalties againit fir Thomas Rum- 
bold, which was introduced into 
parliament by Mr. Dundas in the 
year 1782, was found to be unfit 
tor the purpofes it had in view, and 
was yiven up by its author. It is 


not neceflary for us to decide upon 
the criminality of any one of the 
perfons thus felected for profecu- 
cution. 


k 
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tion. But certainly there was in 
each of thele cafes too much fimi- 
larity in the event of the profe- 
cutione The laft fuppofed delin- 
quent, that was brought before the 
bar of the public, was Mr. Haiiings. 
The laft mode of proceeding was 
now to be tried in that ultimate re- 
ferve of the Britifh conftitution, 
the mode of impeachment by the 
commons of Great Britain. 

The charaélers both of the ac- 
cufer and of the perfon accufed, 
were fuch as to give dignity and 
intereft to the fcope of this bufivefs. 
Mr. Burke was a man of the moft 
original genius, of the moft culti- 
vated talents, and the moft un- 
wearied application. He received 
the highel compliments upon this 
occafion, and it will probably be 
thought deferved ones, for his inte- 
grity, from allthe parties intheirturn 
that exift inthe Englifh houfe of com- 
mons. Mr.Haflings on the other 
band, was a man of imagination, of 
fpirit, and of extenfive obfervation. 
His mind was by no means caft ina 
mean and vulgar mould) The in- 
fluence, that was poflefied by this 
man, while he refided in India, was 
undoubtedly great, and was fup- 
pofed to have contributed to the 
defeat of the preject of Mr. Fox, 
and the ruin of his adminitiration. 
It was fearcely to be believed that 
his influence, now that he was re- 
turned to England, could be totally 
extinguifhed, and it was the opinion 
of many, that Mr. Pitt would not 
dare, whatever were his genuine 
fentiments, to ioin in the condem- 
nation of the proceedings of Mr. 
Haftings. From the tirtt the opi- 
nians of adminifir.tion ran evidently 
in favour of the ex-governor. The 
culogiums that were pronounced 
upon him by Mr. Dunrdas were 
nether limited nor m derate ; and 
Mr. Pitt, though he profeiled to 
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come to the fubject with a mind fyjp 
and impartial, was certainly nog 
repoffefied in favour of the accuf. 
ing party, and was open in hig 
commend tion of the ability and 
the ulefulnefs of a leading part of 
Mr. Haflings’s later proceedings, 
The obttacles, which, whether the 
were thrown in the way of the pro. 
fecution by defign or by mere chance, 
were fuch as to demand all the 
fpirit, the perfeverance, and the 
inflexibility of Mr. Burke to over. 
come them. Along with them he 
had to overcome a long feries of 
unpopularity, the perfonal indiffer. 
ence that had been fhewn to him 
by the houfe of commons, and their 
indifpofition fo much as to lend him 
the hearing ; together with the cold- 
nefs and the invincible frigidity, 
with which the nation at large were 
difpofed to Ititen to the complaints 
of Eaft India delinquency. All 
thefe bars to his fuccets Mr. Burke 
has overcome ; and, without enter- 
ing into the demerits of Mr. Hafi- 
ings, we may allow ourfelves to 
bettow, upon the dilintercitedne!s of 
his proceedings, and his refolute- 
nefs to obtain what he confidered 
as a great national object, the hicheft 
encomium. ‘The fame praife is due 
to the houfe of commons which has 
ultimately fupported him; and, if 
Mr. Haftings be innocent, yet the 
bold and decifive effort they have 
made to bring to juftice a man 
whom they have fuppofed in the 
highett degree criminal, can be in- 
{pirea by no other motives, thanthofe 
which are virtuous and honourable, 
It has already been mentioned 
that Mr. Hattings arrived in Eng- 
land on the fixteenth of June 
178>; and as Mr. Burke was un- 
willing to loie any time in the pro- 
fecution of a butinefs to which he 
was folemnly engaged, or to leave 
any room tor uncertainty whether 
or 





or not he would fupport thofe 
charges in the prefence of Mr. 
Hattings, which he had fo peremp- 
torily advanced during his abfence, 
he gave notice on the twentieth ot 
that month, of his intention to 
move for the meditated inquiry. 
It was probable there would not be 
fufficient time in the feilion of par- 
liament then exifting for fuch a 
proceeding ; but, if there were not, 
he would certainly bring it forward 
at a convenient time in the feilion 
that fhould enfue. In the mean 
time, if Mr. Rurke fhowed himfelf 
ready in the batinefs of the profe- 
cution, Mr. Hattings was not lefs 
forward to challenge enquiry, and 
to urge the proceeding with all 
oflible expedition in a butinefs fo 
mtereiting to his reputation and his 
happineis. On the twenty-fourih 
of January 1786, the day upon 
which parliament met for the tranf- 
action of bufinefs, major Scott, the 
particular friend of Mr. Hattings, 
took the opportunity to remind Mr, 
Burke of the pledge he had made, 
aud to requett him to come to an 
immediate decifion. Mr. Burke re- 

lied, that he fhould anfwer the ma- 
yor with a fhort anecdote of the 
duke of Parma, who came from 
Amiens to fight king Henry the 
Fourth in his capital. The king, 
unealfy at fome delay, urged the 
duke to a fpeedy meeting ; to which 
he replied, that he had not travelled 
fo far as from Amiens to Paris, to 
learn from his enemy the propereft 
time and place for meeting him in a 
duel. 

One of the firft circumftances, 
that was necefary to give any pro- 
bability of fuccefs to Mr. Burke’s 
undertaking, depended upon the 
quegion, whether or not he would 
be fupported in the progrefs of it 
with the whole weight, and the 
fiacere and firenuous etfors of the 
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connection of men with whom he 


ufually acted. This queition was 
uriginally treated by many perfons 
as a fubject of uncertainty and {cep- 
ticifin. ‘That he might remove ail 
doubt upon the fubject, Mr. Fox 
rofe at the fame time with Mr. 
Burke, in anfwer to the challenge 
of major Scott, and affured him, 
that, if his friend fhould fo far ne- 
glect his dury, as to forget the ree 
demption of his pledge, there were 
other members who would take 
care that the fubject fhould be made 
a matter of invettigation. ‘The en- 
gagement, which was implied in 
th fe expreflions, has been perfe<tly 
fulfilled; and Mr. Burke has been 
affited in the whole progrefs of the 
bufinefs with an attachment and a 
gallantry, that feem to reflect ejual 
honour on the purty that received, 
and the party that exerted them. 
Previoufly to the fpeech, which 
he made on Friday, the feventeenth 
of February, and in which he ex- 
plained in tome degree to the houfe 
the mode of proceeding he was detire 
ous to adopt, Mr. Burke requetted 
that the two concluding articles 
might be read, of a lilt of refolu- 
tions, which had been moved b 
Mr. Dundas, as chairman of the fe- 
cret committee appointed to ens 
quire into the caufes of the Car- 
natic war and the affairs of the 
Eaft India company, on the 28th 
of May 1782. Thefe refolutions, 
that the reader may have at once 
before hm all the particulars which 
were ‘conceived to be moft inti- 
mately connected with the bufinefs, 
we will tranfcribe. They are firft, 
“© That for the purpofe of conveys 
ing entire conviction to the minds 
of the native princes, that to com- 
mence holtilities without juft pros 
vocation againft them, and to pure 
fue fchemes of conqueft and extent 
of dominion, are meafures repug- 
2 nant 
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mant to the wilh, the honour and 
the policy of this nation, the par- 


liament of Great Britain fhould 
give fome fignal mark of its dif- 
pleafure : acvaintt thofe, in whatever 


degree int: ‘uited with the charge ot 
the Eaft India company’s attairs, 
who fhall appear wilfully to have 
adopted or countenanced a fyttem, 
temune ble 
trail of the moderation, juilice and 
good faith of the Brinih 


I ation.” 
and fecondly, That Warren 
Hatiings, & 


to ini ipir ea reniona Clle 


vernor-general of Ben- 
gal, and William Liorn by, preti- 
dent of the council at Bombay, 
having in various inftances acted in 
a Manner repugnant to ¢ the honour 
and policy this nation, and 
brought great calamiiies on India, 
and cnormous e xp enees on the Eait 
India company, it is the of 
the directors of the comp inYs to 
puriue all legal and effeStual means 
for the removal of the 
general and prefident from their ge- 
ipective offices, and to recall them 
to Great Britain.” 

Mr. Rurke now faid, that it was 
not withor ble uneatineis, 
that he ditcorered that the tafk of 
introducing to the attention of the 
houfe the folemn and important 
bulineds that day was on the 
point of falling to his lot, when it 
night have bee n forward 
mn the plenitude Ot weight und ef- 
heacy by the I » propos 
fitious ihe bafis of the refoe 
lution, the 


of 


? luty 


rovernore 
r  ] 


rr to 
CCOnNI]) Uerai 


ol 
broue he 
member wh 


Welle 


‘ ce ae 
mtenis of Willcdl Ly, d 


now been recited, ‘The party of 
all others the moit intereiled in the 
awtul progreis aud the ultimate 


retult on the proceedings which 
might arife, had, with becoming 
dignity of charaéi ter, called on him 
to advance his charges; and fo 
pointed was the niture of his chal- 
fenge, that it readercd it j impoili ible 
fer hisn to evade she exccution of 


H AND 
his ditity. Under thefe circus 
fiances mott feelingty did he lament, 
as the unwelcome “contequcnce of a 
devolution, csufed partly by the 
naturat demile of fome, the polis 
tical deceafe of others, and jn pare 
ticular cafes a death to virtue and 
to principle, that he fhould now 
remain alone engaged in the at. 
tempt, to preferve the honour and 
the confittency of that houte, j in 
their unfullied lufire; and to impart 
vigour and etlicacy to a fenttence, 
fubfequent to the pafing of which 
a period of four years had ela ipfed, 
On the prefent occalion he trutted, 
that in common juttice he fhould 
be confidered in no other character, 
than as the agent of that houfe, 
which had fixed upon Mr. Hattings 
as an object of their particular and 
formal acculation, Acting under 
their fanction, he conceived, that 
he might without arrogance affert 
a claim to their protection; as far 
at leatt, as protection implied an 
honourable and candid conttruction 
of a procedure dictated by fentts 

ments of rectitude and juttice. 
Mr. Burke recalled to the recol- 
lection of the houfe, the ftory of 
sur tranfaéiions in India from the 
time of lord Clive, and the pare 
liamentary proceedings which thofe 
5r gr-etonagyn had occationed. Such 
bad been the military fuccefs of 
lord Clive, as to furpafs the mot 
fanguine expectations of his adhe- 
rents and admirers. From the era 
of thar fucce!s, riches had poured 
upon the Britith fettlements with 
the moit affonifhi lung rapidity ; and 
they had brought along with ‘them 
one ot their too cult omary effects, 
by throwing open all the channels 
of ungovernable corrupuon. ‘The 
moft enormous abufes had in Agno” 
ment been piled upon each other, 
till every fpot of the Britith terris 
tories in India, became « thocking 
theatre 
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theatre of that variety of crimes, 
with which avarice and ambition 
{fo frequently infprred the worthles 

art of mankind. Diferace nat 

ally followed upon the commifion 
of thefe enorm cies the honour ot 
Eng: lifhmen loit luitre ; and, 
VW hile the })? inces of be Efi rc- 
gard led ‘with indignation the vio- 
le nt and | Ai iwlefs proceeding r§ of the 
fubjects of Br itain, the tates of 
rh a with equal indie: tions of 
5 adopted and di {perfed 
their fer timents. ‘The natural tcnd- 
ency of thefe an ca fhetnet was 
te excite the attention of parlia- 
ment; and, among their proceed- 
ings upon the fubject, Mr. Burke 
particularly enumerated the ap- 
p untment of the two memorable 
committees of 1781, tbe feeret 
committee, In which Mr. Dundas 
had prefided, apd the felect cole 
mittee, the motion for which had 
been made by general Richard 
Smith, no longer a mem ber of that 
houl t's and fcconded | by Mr. Route, 
now fecretary to the board of con- 
trol. Inthe opinion ot Mr. Burke 
it would have appeared more. be- 
coming, if the lal of thefe gentle. 
men had underraken the bulines S, 
und had not les him to engage in 
a matter which was more “peculi- 
arly and immediately his own pro- 
anit In addition to thefe ob- 
tacles, Mr. Burke alluded to the 
om n fentiments of a nobleman 
in the full vigour of great influ- 
ence, and extraordinary talents, 
who had treated the reports of 
thefe committees, the principles of 
which Mr. burke was now to in- 
force, as of no greater value than 
the imaginary adventures of Ro- 
binfon Crufoe. 

Mr. Burke proceeded to enu- 
merate the various methods which 
might be adopted in this bufinefs ; 
and the three different forts of pro- 


its 


vO} rence, 
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ceeding againf flate delinquents, 


which were on record. The firtt 
ot thefe was a direction to the at- 
torney-general to profecute. From 
Mr. Burke faid he 
acknowledge himfelf totally 
he had reafon to 
Arden, who now 
pofieffed that office, did not teel 
any very zealous inclination to-fup- 
port the momentous charge that 
was to be mace; and to bring it 
forward under the weight and fane- 
tion ot his powers. Nor indeed 
did he conceive, that a trial by 
jury was of all others the mott un- 
exceptionable and beft deviled for 
am purpofe of obtaining jutftice 

vainit fo elevated an offender, and 
crimes of fo extreme magnis 
tude. Inthe court of king’s bench 
Mr. Burke imagined, that the dig 
nity of the trial would ill affore 
with the varying mulitude of lefs 
fer caufes, of meum and tuun, afs 
fault and battery, converfion and 
trover, treipals and burglary, to- 
gether with an innumerable tribe 
of different mifgemeanours. The 
fecond mode of. profecution he 
would mention, was that of the ins 
troduction of a bill of paius and 
penalties. To this mode he had 
infuperable objections, as, in his 
opinion, the procedure mutt prefs 
with the feverity ot injuttice upon 
the accufed, in ‘obliging him to a 
premature difclofuie of the evi+ 
dence upon which his defence was 
founded, and tarnifh in no flight 
degree the character of that houfe, 
of which the members would thus 
prepoltcroutly appear in the two. 
fold capacity of accufers and 
judges. The only method, which 
remained to him, and which was at 
once ancient and conitirutional, wag 
that of proceeding by the mode of im- 
peachment. In the adoption of this 
meafure however, he did not ap- 
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rove of the more ufual practice, of 
Fr moving a bill of impeachment, 
and then app2inting a committee, 
for the purpofe of diicovering and 
arranging articles, a practice, Wich 
appeared to carry in it an air of 
warmth and prejudice, exceedingly 
repugnant to the juitice, the dig- 
pity and the honour of the houte. 
He intended therefore, with their 
permiffion in the firft place to 
move for the papers, the production 
of which, he concrived, would mott 
immediately conduce to the pur- 
pofes of fubftantial juftie; and 
then out of thefe papers he would 
endeavour to collect the articles 
which it might be proper to carry 
up to the bar of the houfe of lords, 
and would fubmit them to the decition 
ofthe houfe. It was fuperfluous to 
dwell upon the neceffity of acting 
with the moft guarded caution, and 
the coolcft impartiality. In the 
very moment when an accufer was 
&‘vancing his charges againit an- 
oher, he was himfelf placed, in a 
coniidersble degree, under a ftate of 
accafation and trial. Mr. Burke 
conclu'ed with moving for feveral 
of thofe papers which he conceived 
to be moft immediately neceflary 
for the purpofes of the impeach- 
ment; and bis motion was fecond- 
ed by Mr. Windham, 

Mr. Dundas followed immedi- 
ately after Mr. Burke, in order to 
defend himfclf from the infinua- 
tions, which he conceived to be 
implied in the manner in which 
he had introduced bis motion, He 
obferved, that he was utterly at a 
Jofs to imagine what could have 
been the ground of thofe infinu- 
ations; fince, at no period of his 
life, had he ever faid, or dropped 
the remoteft hint, that he intended 
to become the accufer of Mr. 
Hafings. On the contrary, he 
had examined his condue minute- 
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ly, and the refult had always been, 
that, where there was any impro. 
per conduct obfervable in the gO- 
vernor-general, there was always 
fome letter of the court of direc. 
tors, or fome ftrong reafon to bear 
him our, and to elude the poffibj. 
lity of annexing a criminal: inten. 
tion. To explain the caufe of the 
expenfive etlablifhments in Inda, 
Mr. Dundas read a letter, writteg 
by Mr. Hatlings in 1782, com. 
plaining of his fituation, in conie. 
quence of the number of writers 
that were fent out; and declaring, 
that he had about him at that 
time two hundred and tifty perfons, 
the younger fons of the firft fami- 
lies in Britain, all gaping for lacks, 
and fcrambling for patronage. This 
remoniirance was fo tar trom pro- 
ducing its detired effeét, that dur- 
ing the immaculate year 1783, and 
when fir Henry Fletcher fat at the 
head otf the board of directors, 
thircy-lix new writers were actually 
equipped for India. Mr. Dundas 
could not immediately turn to the 
lift of thefe writers, but it was 
pretty obvious to him from what 
fhop they had come. Nor was the 
hand of Mr. Burke lefs vilible in 
fome of the difpatches of the court 
of directors of that period, from 
the ityle in which they were wnt- 
ten. Upon the whole, Mr. Dun- 
dis obferved that fince he had 
moved the refolutions of 1782, Mr. 
Haftings had done the mott effen- 
tial fervices to the company, and 
had received the thanks of the 
court of direfors. Nor that Mr, 
Dundas wifhed to fhelter himfelf 
under the aurhority of that vote + 
on the contrary, he was ready to 
avow, that, had he been a diicctor, 
he fhould moft undoubredly have 
fupported the propofition, arom 4 
thorough conviction that the thanks 
were merited, Though he had 
thought 
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thought it expedient to recall Mr. 
Haftings in 1782, On account of 
the breach of the treaty of Poor- 
under, and of the expentive eita- 
blifaments intreduced by him in 
India; he however rejoiced that 
the refolution had not been carried 
into effect, becaufe, in that ca’e, 
he fhould have been the means of 
depriving the company of a mott 
valuable and ufeful fervant, and 
the public of a governor-general 
in India, diftinguifhed by the mott 
uncommon ardour, abilities, and 
capacity. 

Mr. Fox rofe with his ufual 
romptitude, to repel the charge 
which Mr. Dundas had brought 
againft the adminiftration of 173; 
and both he and Mr. Burke joined 
to afflure the houfe, that the former 
had never been the means of fend- 
ing out more than one, and the latter, 
not of one writer to India. Mr. 
Burke added, that Mr. Dundas was 
certainly but an ill judge of ftyle, 
fince it fo happened, that he had 
never written a line in any one 
difpatch of the court of directors, 
in the whole courfe of his life. Be- 
fore he fat down, Mr. Fox begged 
leave to fay one word to the fort of 
defence Mr. Dundas had made. He 
had been reduced to the necetlity 
of admitting, that he had once en- 
tertained an opinion, that Mr. 
Haftings had acted in a manner 
highly culpable; and bad added 
that he was ftill of the fame opi- 
nion. But he had endeavoured to 
confine his cenfure to two points 
in the adminiftration of India. 
Gracious heaven! did the whole 


idea, which Mr. Dundas had énter- 
tained of the culpability of Mr. 
Hatlings, amount only to this ? Had 
the houfe heard nothing of the 
Rohilia war? of Cora and Alla- 
habad ? of Cheit Sing ? of the Be- 
guems? and of all the long cata- 
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logue of crimes com mitted in In- 
dia; to the infinite diiturbance of 
the peace of the country; to the 
mifery, and even butchery of the 
natives; to the deftruction ‘of all 
confidence in Britifh faith; and to 
the everlafling diferace of the Bri- 
tifh name and character in Indof- 
tan? Mr. Fox remarked upon Mr. 
Dundas’s approbation of the thanks 
given to the governor-general b 
the court of directors, and barvid, 
that this was a declaration in other 
words, that the fame perfon, who 
had prevailed upon the houfe of 
commons to refolve, in a grave and 
phlegmatic form, but in ftrong and 
energetic phrafe, that governor 
Haitings deferved parliamentary 
cenfure, would have given that 
gentleman thanks for his long and 
meritorious fervices. What egre- 
gious inconfiftency ? Did not the 
word * long’’ in the vote of thanks 
comprehend the whole of the fer- 
vices of Mr. Haftings, as well 
thofe before 1782, as thofe fubfe- 
quent to that period? Was there 
not in this conduct, a contradi¢tion, 
infulting to that houfe, and incon- 
fiftent to a fhameful degree ? 

Mr. Pitt {poke in vindication of 
Mr. Dundas. He fhould have been 
afhamed of his own feelings, could 
he tamely have fuffered fuch infi- 
nuations to be made, and that by 
a man circumftanced as Mr. Fox 
was, without expreffing fome part 
of the indignation, with which his 
breaft was filled, and in which, he 
trufted, no perfon of gencrous prin- 
ciples could avoid taking a fhare, 
By whom was this charge of in- 
confiflency advanced? Let the 
houfe compare the charge, and the 
party from whom it proceeded ; 
and then judge whether he de- 
ferved cenfure, for fuffering his 
temper to be fomewhat ruffled by 
fo barefaced and fhamelefs a con- 
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duct.. -Mr. Fox however had not 
“deviated from his ufual confitiency, 
when, having firft taken it for 
granted, that Mr. Dundas had 
during a feries of years continued 
to load with the groffett and mott 
extravagant reproaches a certain 
individual, and was now become 
the advocate of that individual; he 
had taken upon him(clf, from his 
Own recent practice and experience, 
to dictate the form of words in 
which the recantation of Mr. Dun- 
das oucht to have been made. But 
his Jearn-d friend had no need of 
fuch atutor; nor would the houfe 
be led to believe, as they might 
have done, had they not too well 
known the perfon by whom the 
charee was made, that heart 
was in truth, capable of feeling and 
abhorring f 
dation of conduct he had imputed 
to Mr. Dundas. 

Mr, Vite. undertaok to 
that the fame principles which had 
led Mr. Dundas to condemn Mr. 
Haftings in one inftance, irrefiitibly 
obliged him to applaud him in an- 
other. Confidering his procedure 
under certain parts of bis adminif- 
tration, and when embroiling the 
‘atfjirs of India by unseceflary and 
expenfive wars, and exciting the 
ditiruft and animofity of the native 
princes acaintt this country, by the 
tutracton of ti the exe 
termination of a whole people, no 
doubt but Mr. Dundas mutt have 
highly revented and diopproved of 
fuch a conduct. But «gain, when 
he contemplated the exertions of his 
“almoft unprecedented talents in the 
unexpected bufinefs of reftoring 
peace and tranquillity, of re-efta- 
blifiing a confidential intercourfe 


+ 
nis 
Ala’ 


! . 
» the incannels anv degra- 


pr Ves 


eaties and 


with the neighbouring powers, and 
of redceming the 
vernment, he 


high! 


- 
credit of the 
would 


cy 0- 
} 


have acted 
y inconfifient wih thofe feel- 


« 





BRIFISH. AND 





ings-and fentiments, which Upon'a 
former occation excited his ingie, 
mation, if he were not at once to 
acknowledge and commend the me. 
rit which had produced fuch faly. 
tary effects. At all events it was 
demonflrably certain, that, at the 
pailing thefe refylutions, they were 
not intended as the foundation of 
any criminal proceedings, Their 
proteffed object Was tO recover the 
contidence of the princes of India, 
and in the purluit of that object, it 
was of no confequence to inquire, 
whether the lo{s of that confidence 
had, been oecationed by the imprus 
dence of the governors, or by the 
execution of orders from home, 

Mr. Pit delivered upon this oe. 
calion a parr of the fentiments he 
enertaified upon the bufinefs of the 
Rohilla war, which Mr. Burke af. 
terwards flated as the grouad of the 
firft ot his charges againit Mr, 
Hatnngs ; and, though this fubjeét 
does not direétly fug gett irfelf till 
the ume when that charge came to 
be regularly difcufied, yet as Mr. 
Pitt, upon that occafion gave a 
filent vote, we fhll pieterve in this 
place, the obfervations that he de- 
livered upon the bufinefs .of the 
Ronhillas, Adverting to fome ex- 
prefhonswhich Mr, Fox had employed 
upon the fubject, he faid, there 
was no perfon who had heard him, 


but would have imagined, thatthe 


event had been attended by the 
moft unpatalleied barbariry, and the 
general maflacre of the wretched 
inhabitants of the country, withe 
out dillinection of ace, fex or con- 
dyion, Such was the fpirit of 
mifieprefentation that now feemed 
to prevail, that Mr. Pitt would. not 
be furprifed to fiad himfelf held 
out, 1a confequence of what he was 
now fuying, as attempting to de- 
fuerihbe the forcing a people from 
their poffeflions, and removing them 
~7 . pas» § 
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to ¢ diflance,'as exceedingly infigni- 
ficant, and not liable to the re- 
sraach of injuftice and inhumanity. 
He did howeverconfider fuch a mode 
of extirpation, though far fhort of 
letting loofe all the horrors of fire 
and iword, in a moitt horribly a- 
larming poiat of view, and as being 
fo repugnant to every fentiment of 
human nature, that nothing could 
juflify it but the firongeft motives 
of political expediency, and the 
invincible principles of neceflary 
juftice. Mr.-Piit however obferv- 
ed, that it would be highly in- 
confiftent and abfurd, to confider 
Mr. Hatlings now in the light of a 
culprit, or any meafures taken by 
him previoufly to the period, in 
which he had been nominated by 
act of parliament governor. general 
of the Britifh pofleifions in India, 
which was the highelt certificate of 
legiflative approbation, 

Mr. Pitt did not wonder that Mr. 
Burke fhould have regretted, that 
Mr. Dundas had not come forward 
in the prefent cafe as the profecutor 
of Mr, Haflings. . He muft con- 
fei, that, if there were any real 
guile to be invetligated, and any 
punifhment to be inflicted, there 
could not be a properer perfon than 
his learned triend, to take the lead 
upon lo 
But, as an opinion hid been avowed 
by fome gentlemen, that there were 
fituations where the bounds and 
eftablifed rules of juftice ought to 
be overleaped, and where a pro- 
fecution ought rather to be con- 
ducted by violence and refentment 
than bythe dull forms of ordinary 
proceedings ; perhaps, confidering 
the bufinefs in that point of view, 
the gentlemen, who had taken it 
up, were the fitteit perfons to carry 
it through all its flages to the de- 
jired covclufion. Mr, Pitt added, 


that he was happy to feel that he 





momentous an occalion.. 
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fhould come to the bufinels’ with 
the moft perfect impartialiry ; and, 
for himfelf, fhould. Mr. Burke 
bring fully home to Mr... Hattings 
the violent imputations of atrocious 
crimes, far trom contributing to 
fcreen him, he would wifh.to bring 
down upon him the moit exemplary 
punifhment. 

Major Scott obferved, that he 
had but one way of gucfiing at the 
charges that were intended to be 
advanced, and that was by reading 
a pamphlet which had been pub- 
lifhed two years ago, and was ene 
tiled, Mr. Burke’s Specch on Mr. 
Fox’s India bill. ‘To that pame 
phlet he had written a reply, and he 
appealed to the good fenfe of ever 
man, to declare, whether. he had 
not fatisfactorily refuted ° eve 
charge ot every kind, that had yee 
been brought again Mr, Hat. 
ings. Both the pertormances were 
before the public, and they had 
pronounced in his favour. ,He 
would go. farther; and, as he had 
refuted what Mr, Burke had al- 
ready aflerted, he was not atraid of 
pledying himfelt to retute all that 
he might hereafter, produce in, the 
courfe of thiseaquiry. Major Score 
took confiderable advantage of 
the allufion Mr. Burke had em- 
ployed, on the firft day of the fef- 
lion, to the conduct of she duke of 
Parma, He complained, that Mr. 
Burke was now calling for papers, 
when he ought to be producing fpe- 
citic charges. If he had been a 
fair accufer, and had adcted, not 
for private vengeance, but from a 
regard to public juftice, this would 
not have been the mode in which 
he would have proceeded, Bue 
better things could not reafonably 
be expecied from a man, who took 
for his model the treacherous and 
infamous character of the duke of 
Parma. Major Scott begged to be 
indulged 
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indulged in fpeaking in the name 
of Mr. Haftings, when he faid, 
that he moft anxivufly wifhed for 
an enqui into his condué, the 
mot rigid that the houfe could a- 
dopt ; that he withed it to be 
brought down to the very day of 
his departure from Bengal; and 
that he defired to rife or fall in the 
Opinion of the houfe of commons, 
and of the country at large, by the 
sefult of the enquiry. 

Mr. Vanfittart and Mr. alderman 
le Mefurier rofe in this early ftage 
of the bufinefs, to declare their 
high fenfe of the merit of Mr. 
Haflings, and the veneration they 
entertained for every part of his 
character. Mr. le Mefurier al- 
lauded to the remarks of Mr. Burke 
in relation to the trial by jury, and 
faid, that, after fo public an avow- 
al of an opinion of this fort from 
that fide of the houfe, the members 
ef appofition furely would not, 
when the new couft of judicature 


fhould fall again under difcuffion, 
exprefs their difapprobation of it in 


fo vehement terms. The objection 
was repelled by Mr. Francis ; and, 
though his fentiments were not 
delivered im the courfe of this day’s 
debate, yet they appear to form 
too eloquent and fpirited a defence 
of Mr. Burke’s conduét to be o- 
mitted in this place. He obferved, 
that, if i were a contradiétion to 
fay, thar, for the punifhment of 
crimes of a fpecial quality and mag- 
nitude, the trial by impeachment 
was the fafeft, the moft effectual, 
and the beft; but thar, for offences 
of a lower order, we ought ftill to 
adhere to the ettablithed trial by 
jury, he, who maintained the af- 
firmative, charged that contradic- 
tion upon the laws, the infticutions, 
the prattice, and the wifdom of 
Enghind, ever fince parliaments 
had a beings Mr. Francis was not 
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afraid of erring, with fo 
and venerable authority, The trig} 
by impeachment was founded op , 
popularright, coeval with the houf 
of commons: it was as well known 
and as well eftablifhed in our con, 
ftitution as the trial by jury 
° < ne 
though it could not occur fo often, 
There were cafes of crimes and of 
criminals, to whom no other form 
of proceeding was adequate, to 
which no other mode of trial was 
commerfurare. In fuch cafes the 
trial by impeachment did thay, 
which no other trial could aceom. 
plifh. It not only forced the crime 
to an enquiry, it not only demand. 
ed juflice againft the criminal, and 
infured his punifhment; but it 
vided for another object, ‘which in 
fome inftances was not lefs interef. 
ing and neceffary, than juftice and 
punifhment. It cleared the honour 
of the nation, in which fuch crimes 
were committed, and to which fuch 
criminals belonged: it vindicated 
the character of this country from 
reproach in the judgment of man- 
kind. TThefe were the occafions, in 
which the pre-eminence of the wil- 
dom and juflice of England dif- 
played itfelf over all other nations. 
Other nations might rival us in our 
crimes, but there the competition 
ended. In England alone the dig- 
nity of the trial rofe to a level with 
the eminence of the crime. When 
the houfe of commons impeached, 
it was a folemn appeal to the judg 
ment of the world. When crimes 
were charged, by which the happt 
nefs, if not the exiftence of whole 
nations had been affeéted, by 
which ftates and princes, and all 
the higheft orders of men, as well 
as the loweft, had been reduced by 
the bafe and iren hand of upftart 
power to mifery and ruin; the 
trial by impeachment made pro 
clamation to the princes and kings 
‘ domg 
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doms of the world to attend and 
look on, while the democracy of 
England advanced in perion to the 
charge, aflumed the noble office of 
accufer, and forced the crime to 
trial, before every thing that was 
great, and noble, and wile, and 
learned, and venerable in our coun- 
trv. The crime, the criminal, the 
profecutor, the judges, the audi- 
ence, and the trial, produced and 
conitituted afcene, which no other 
country exh'bited to the world. 

Mr. Pitt and Mr. Dundas took 
up, in part, the objection of major 
Scott, and maintained, that it was 
improper to call for papers tending 
to the eftablifiment of charges, 
without firll fpecifying in fome 
manner the nature of the charges, 
and the object which the ot tg 
tion of the papers was intended to 
fupport. This difficulty was firtt 
preffed by adminiftration, when Mr. 
Burke proceeded to move for the 
papers, which refpected the recent 
ficuation of the province of Oude; 
and accordingly the metion was 
withdrawn for the prefent, and 
was again fuggefted to the decifion 
of the houfe on the Monday fol- 
lowing. On this occafion Mr. 
Pitt obferved, that, while Mr. 
Burke confined himfeif within the 
limits of the reporrs of the Indian 
commirtees, he had been contented 
to confider thote reports as amount- 
ing toa fort ot f{pecification of the 
intended charge; but, when he 
came to break new ground, he 
mutt take the liber:y to infitt 
upon his explaining to the 
houfe the object he had in view, 
and leaving them to judge of the 
pwopriery of his motions, before he 
could confent to a general and in- 
difcriminate grant of papers. And, 
while in every crimmnal profecu- 
tion, he found authoritics uniform. 
ly operating in his favour, he hop- 
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ed, in making this claim, that he 
fhould be confidered as acting for, 
and pleading the caule of every 
individual in the kingdom, whe 
in any future time might be the 
objet of public and parliamentary 
profecution. 

Mr. Burke confidered this pree 
tention, as an invafion of the preroe 
gatives which naturally belonged te 
a public accufere He had a claim, 
in his opinion, generally, to all fuck 
documents, proofs and papers, as 
he faw or elteemed to be neceflary, 
to fupport the charge which he une 
dertook to advance. The downfal 
of the greateft empire in the world, 
had been agreed to have originated ig 
the mal-adminiftration of its proe 
vinces. But, even when Rome felt 
within herfelf the feeds of decline 
and the inroads of corruption, a 
man of the firft families, connections 
and rank in the ftate, was broughs 
to punifhment. Verres, the govere 
nor of Sicily, was united in affini 
with all chat was moft {plendid and 
opulent in the feat of the empire, 
with the Hortenfi and the Metelli, 
In the mean time, when Cicero 
undertook his accufition, the go- 
verninent itfelf adopted the profecue 
tion; no lefs than one ‘a and 
fifty days were granted to the accue 
fer forcolk Ging his materials,though 
from a province at fo trifling @ 
dittance ; and the juttice of the Ro- 
man fenate opened to him without 
referve, all the cabinets from which 
documents were to be obtained, 
The period was not long elapfed, 
fince the Cicero of the prefent age, 
Mr. Dundas, had brought in a bilt 
ot pains and penalties, againit one 
of thofe characters returned from 
India,whom the houfe had confidered 
as an object within its reach. How 
far he had purfued his point, wae 
in the remembrance of every one ; 
aud yet the dilficulties he had to 

encounter 
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encounter 
totilly removed, by the ‘general and 
concurrent difpofition of every p arty 
with whom documents were de ‘poh- 
ted, neceffiry to accomplifh his 
wiews. He had met with a body of 
India directors dilpoted to his pur- 

ofe, and, with a willing admin'- 
Frapidn. Mr. Burke added , thar, if 
Mr. Pitt adhered to his objection, 
the confequence that would refulr, 
would be a double injuftice. If the 
accufer wanted collateral of éxpla- 
matory aid, he ought not to be. de- 
nied it, fince without it he could 
not digeit, explain, fimplify, or 
methodife the facts of.which he was 
already 'in poffeffion. Or, if on the 
other band, the grounds of accufi- 
tion could be, extenuated, and the 
feverity of the charge abated, a 


denial of the chance, which was thus 
offered for ah carly acquittal, was 
an injuftice’ to the fuppofed delin- 

went. Werethe hand of power to 
hey him fuch ‘do¢uments as he 


demanded, he mutt then rett con- 


tented with the fiagle conviction of 


‘having done bis duty. If however 
the defolation of ‘a province, like 
that of Oude, which extended fitry- 
three thovfand fquare miles, and 
the interna] wealth of which’ had 
upon every. culculauon, énee 
mounted to > eighte n millons ; 
the a pre on | 
its nobility, were not fufficient in 
ducememis with the houfe to vore 
him th papers for which he moved ; 
and if no other gicund would be 
admitted, than that of ip cifyin o hi 1S 
charges . ehbe rh he knew that he was 
ac ting inconfittently Wit h the etta- 
Hithed orders and practice of = 
houle, vet he would fubmit to ¢! 
condition, rather than not fubtta in- 
tiate the eee as foon as p ff; 
Having acco wly read to a6 
houle an enumeration of 
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rin the inveftigation were 


and exter earn ot 
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Mr. Haftings in the adm} ini fratigg 
of Oude, the papers for Which 
he had moved, were granted 
him. 

In this period of the bufinefe, 
major Scott, who is to be co: dered 
as the par rliasheakary reprefe: ta ive 
of Mr. Haftings, difplayed ade ree 
of impatience, a) it will pre bably be 
thought fomewhat ludicrous, Four 
days after the houfe had agreed to 
the motion of Mr. Burke, for the 
papers in relation to Oude, he re. 
marked, that during every minuie, 
his eageracfs and anxiety to fee the 
papers produced continually ‘in 
creafed, and that he had twi ice gone 
to the India houfe, to diicover in 
what probable tme they would be 
fubmitted cto the inveltiv.tion of the 
houle. He had that morning been 
in‘ormed, that the greateit part of 
the papers were already prepared, 
and he would wifh to move, that 
fuch as were ready fhould be fub- 
mitted without delav to the in{pec 
tion of members. “The {peaker ad 
vifed major Scott to withcraw his 
moion, as it was contrary to the 
forms of parli umentary proceeding, 
and wholly unneceffary. 

On the third of March, Mr, 


Burke, proceeding in the plan be 


had eed idy defcribed to the houte, 
moved for feveralade itional p: \perstar 
the fi upport of the pro! fecution, and 
among uthers for papers of different 
def criptions, which were calculated 
to illuitrate the demerits of the nee 
gociations, that had introduced the 
peace with the Marattas in 178}. 
Upon thefe motions: Mr. Duncas 
remarked, that, if the pape rs moved’ 
for were made public, they would 
occvllon: that matter to tranfpire, 
whic! h oug ht, from motives of the 
founder policy, to remain a fecret 
to all the powers of India; and 
that he therefore felt himfelf bound, 
by the attachment with which h¢ 
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was animated to the intereft of his 
country, flea: dily to oppofe fo dan- 
gerous a pr opofition. He pro- 
nounced a warm euvlogium upon the 
benefits that refulted from the 
Maratta peace, W hich had in reality 
been effential to the falvation ot the 
Britith empire in Alia. The plans 
under which this happy event was 
cttected, were extremely improper 
to be made public, becaufe they 
led to the difcovery of the means 
by which the ditf-rent confederate 
powers were rendered jealous of 
each other, and of the intrigues by 
which the rajas were induced to 
diffolve their league againit the 
Britifh empire, and would bring to 
light fecrets of infidelity, which 
were Cc. leul: ited to do the moft ma- 
terial injury to our interetts. 

Mr. Burke replied to thefe ob. 
jections, He obfervedthatit had been 
arrued on a former day, that, if the 
enquiry was intended to feek after 
ciimes, the papers could not be 
granted ; but that, if a direct charge. 
was made, there fhould not be any 
objection. It could not be main- 
tained that this demur would apply 
to the prefent cafe. <A fpecific 
charge was brought forw ard, it was 
committed in detail to writing, and 
indeed a great part of it might be 
found in the reports of that com- 
mittee, of which Mr, Dundas had 
once been {fo active a member. 
With refpect to the danger, which 
it was pretended would ariie from 
making public thele papers, this 
was an objection in the highett de- 
gree tallacious. ‘There was not a 
maneeuvre refpecting the Maratta 
peace, of which the powers‘in India 
were not in complete pofleffion. 
The fovercigns there were as well 
intormed as any fovereign in Fu- 
rope ; the fources of their intelli- 
gence were fuch as could not fail 
them ; and the moft enormous fums 
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were expended by then, in pro- 
curing {pies even in official fitua- 
tions in our fettlements. By com. 
paring notes they had fully and 
fubitantially di {covered that trea- 
chery, which our officers had em 
ployed againit them individually, 
and the confequence was, that they 
had already entered into a lague 
of an offenfive import againtt our 
po ficihons in Afia. Mr. Burke 
p iti icularly recurred to the circum- 
tance of the breach of treaty with 
the rana of Gohud. That un- 
happy prince was driven from his 
territories, and become a w/nderer 
in the Fatt ; he now held up his 
hands and implored the Britifh par, 
lament ; he conjured them by their 
own confifency, by the faith of 
treaties, by the honour of this na- 
tion, to do him jutiics, to fullil 
their promifes, and to punifh the 
man by whom he had fo unde- 
fervedly been facrificed. Mr. Burke 
added, that, if the m 1} rity ‘ fhould 
by their diffenting voices » deprive 
him of the opportunity to gather 
up materials, indi{pe: ifi ibly requilite 
for the complete fubfantiation of 
his charges, the great caufe in 
whych he was engaged thould how- 
ever never be abindoned: he would 
avail himfelf of the feattered fr ages 
ments of evidence, and would en- 
deavour from them to itamp vali- 
dity upon his accufations. 

Os the friends of adminiftration 
in general appeared difpofed to per- 
fitin the objection that had been 
ftated by Mr. Dundas, the advo- 
cates of the profecution were very 
importunate with them to depart 
from their determination. Mr. Fox 


obferved, that there was no beha- 
viour which could operate more 
injurioufly to the Brith interetts, 
than to withhold the friendfhip and 
protection that was due to our al- 
lics. Lie°\oblerved, thae the ad- 
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vantages of the Englith conflirution 
far outbalanced its difadvantages ; 
and that it was one of the I¢ading 
inciples of that conilitution, to 
refer the refponfibility which be- 
fon ed to its officers and fervants, 
to the fecrecy which was deemed fo 
neceflary in other countries. He 
warned the houfe, that they would 
do well to reflec upon the fort of 
os they were about to lay 
own in the prefent inftance ; afd 
he affirmed, that :here could be no 
enquiry of a public nature, in which 
circumftances would not come that 
might better have remained a fecret. 
Mr .Windham undertook coolly 
and rationally to remon trate with ad- 
miniftration upon the confequences 
that would refult from their con- 
du&t; at the fame time that Mr. 
Wilberforce rofe on the other fide, 
and recommended to adminiftration 
to employ much circumfpection 
and caution, before they fufered 
any papers to be produced, which 
were hkely to do an injury to the 
ftate. 
Mr. Pitt upon this occafion ap- 
red folicitous to maintain the 
credit of his impartiality in this 
momentous tranfaction, and he ac- 
knowledged,that the gentleman, who 
had taken the lead in the profecu- 
tion, had exprefled and acquitted 
himfelf with a degree of candour 
and opennefs which redounded much 
to his credit. But he certainly had 
not offered arguments of fufiicient 
force to evince the neceffity of pro- 
ducing thefe papers. With refpec 
to the Maratta peace, Mr. Hailings 
had negociated it at a time when 
a conunuance of the war woulf 
have proved abfolute and inevitable 
ruin, and he completed it with an 
addrefs and ingenuity that did him 
immortal honour. In the mean 
time there was one of Mr. Burke’s 


motions ypon this fubject, which 
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Mr. Pitt would certainly nor 
pofe ; he meant that refpedting the 
rana of Gohud. However he jj 
differ with him refpecting the pro. 
priety of this prince’s having been 
excluded from the benefits of the 
peace, he certainly thought that in 
this tranfaction there was a {uff 
cient ground of enquiry. In cop. 
fequence of Mr. Pitt’s conceffion 
this motion was carricd, and the 
houfe having divided, in relatiog 
to the queftion of granting the other 
Maratta papers, the numbers ap. 
peared, ayes 44, noes 87. 

One of the points moft w 
contefted in this ftage of the buf 
nefs, was relative to the pa 
moved for by Mr. Burke on the 
fixth of March, re{pecting the ne- 
gociation which Mr. Hattings had 
commenced with the Great Movul 
in his capital of Dehli in the year 
1783; in which Mr. Burke charged 
him, in the firit place, with traof 
grefling the fpirit of the refolutions 
of the Britifla parliament, again 
entering into engagemeuts for offen: 
five meafures with the princes of 
India ; and in the next piace with 
difgracing the chara¢ter and good 
faith of the Britif nation, by be- 
traying and deferting the party of 
the Mogul, afier the negociatioa 
had been confiderably advanced, 
Thefe papers were retufed by ad- 
miniftration, upon the fame ground 
upon which they had already de 
nicd the Mara:ta papers ; and, in 
vindication of the integrity of his 
motives, and the innocence of the 
documents in queftion, Mr. Burke 
read feveral extracts from them a 
a part af his fpecch. The houle 
having divided upon the queition, 
the numbers flood, ayes 44 
noes 88. In the mean time the 
party, by whom the profecution was 
fupported, difplayed the fame eat. 
nefinefs upon this fubject = 
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they had done in the preceding in- 
ftance. The papers inttantly upon 
the divifion, were moved for in a 
different form. In a fpeech Mr. 
Fox delivered upon this occafion, 
he indulged himfelf in the mott 
animated ityle of exclamation. 
«* Whata precious farce,” cried he, 
«¢ is daily acting within thefe walls? 
We fee the friends of Mr. Haftings 
affecting to be eager, that every 
paper which is called for fhould be 
granted. We fee the king’s minif- 
ters riling to declare, that nothing, 
which can properly be granted, 
fhall on any account be refufed. 
We hear other yentlemen, who call 
themfclves independent men, fay- 
ing, By all means let the houfe 
know the whole, and be put in 
pofleffion of every {pecies of infor- 
mation. And yet we fee the fame 
men, all of them dividing together, 
to enforce a negative upon a mo- 
tion for the moft effential informa. 
tion, helping each other out with 
hints and whifpers during the de- 
bate, and pointing to matters appo- 
fite to the argument on their fide of 
the queftion, juft as I and my right 
honourable friend would afhitt each 
ether, when we are maintaining the 
fame point, and arguing for the 
fame purpoie.”” 

So little indeed was Mr. Fox 
fatisfied with the decifion of the 
houle of commons upon the quel 
tion of the Dehli papers, that he 
foon after gave notice, that he would 
bring forward the butinefs once 
more for the deliberation of parlia- 
ment; and accordin:ly on the 
feventecnth of March he urged the 
houfe with ail the force of his abi- 
lities in a moft able fpeeSh, to re- 
cede from what he regarded as a 
precipitate refolution. He was per- 
tectly convinced, that. previoufly to 
all endeavours for the fuccefsful 
introduction of a motion for thefe 
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papers, he owed to the houfe an 
apology, upon the principle, that it 
muft always prove indecent, frivo- 
loufly to trefpafs upon their atten- 
tion. But, if ever he had reafon to 
be diffatisfied with the decifion of 
that houfe, if he ever thought a 
motion of the firft importance to 
their honour and their dignity re- 
quired reconfideration, it was the 
motion for the Dehli papers; and 
that becaufe the decifion which the 
houfe had adopted, had proved a 
decifion in the teeth of the refolu- 
tions, which they had voted in 1782, 
and which had reflected the higheft 
luftre upon the charafer of Britain. 
In thofe refolutions they had held 
out to the country powers of India 
a code of wife, wholefome and fa- 
lutary laws, as the balis of the fu- 
ture governinent of the Britifh tere 
ritories. Some perfons had fuppofed, 
that our government and conftitu- 
tion were attended by certain dif- 
advantages with refpect to their 
intercourfe with foreign fates, arif- 
fing from the public manner in 
which many important parts of our 
adiminiftration muft neceflarily be 
conducted. But from this evil, if 
an evil it were, a moft important 
good would be found to refult, 
when it was conlidered how far this 
publicity rended to create a confi- 
dence in all other nations, and how 
ftrongly it contributed to bind us to 
certain defined and fpecific modes 
of political conduct, From hence 
it wrofe, that we could lay down a 
particular fyfiem of proceeding, the 
due obfervation of which all thofe 
{tates might reafonably expect ; an 
advantage not in the power of any 
arbitrary government, For if a 
king were to iffue an edict, fetting 
forth the -principles by which he 
intended to conduct himfelf with 
refpeét to foreign nations, it would 
be received only as a notification of 
the 
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the will of the minifter of the day, 
who by death or difgrace might 
lofe his fituation, and leave room tor 
a fucceflor of ditterent fentiments, 
and who might purfue a different 
line of conduct. With us onthe 
contrary, when the Britith houfe 
of commons publifhed a fyitem of 
foreign adiminiilration, they not only 
committed the whole nation in the 
perfons of their reprefentatives, 
but bound individually, as well all 
thofe who had already been minil- 
ters, and enjoyed a profpect of 
being fo for many years to come, 
as thofe who were fo at preient. 
That he might if poffible full more 
ftronely imprefs the houfe with a 
proper idea of the magnitude of the 
duty which they had engaged to 
pertorm when they voted the rcfo- 
lutions of 1782, Mr. Fox thould 
not hefitate to deferibe them as 
meafures of a peculiar nature, and 
affording, he believed, the firtt in- 
fiance, in which that houfe had 
thought it became them to depart to 
far out of their immediate province, 
as to interfere with any part of the 
exercife of the executive govern. 
ment; a circumilance, to which they 
woukt certainly have never con- 
fented, had they not imagined that 
the extraordinary complexion of the 
cafe authorifed a deviation from 
common precedents and etlablifhed 
practice, 

Mr. Fox declared, that effential as 
thefe papers were, if they were not 
rranted, Mr. Burke would thill be 
in pofleffion of fufficient materials 
to prove and make good every thing, 
which he had ever advanced re- 
f{pecting the delinquency of the late 
governor -gentral of India. His 
character therefore was fate and on 
fhore; and Mr. Fox withed the 
character of that houfe to be equally 
out of the reach of calumny and 
pulreprefentation, It was for this 
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reafon, that he had again called fop 
the Dehhi papers, and that he would 
now enter into a brief examination 
of the reafons upon which they 
had once been refufed. It had been 
ftated by Mr. Pitt in the firft place, 
that the papers were not eflentigl 
to the charve againit Mr. Hattings, 
that they proved nothing, and that 
Mr. Hattings had not authorifed 
major Browne to enter into a treaty 
with the Moeul; and fecondly, 
that they involved in them fecrets 
the divulging of which would tend 
to induce confequences, dangerous 
to the general interefls of the Brie 
tifh nation. For the refutation of 
the firft of thefe points, Mr. Fox 
might reft his argument upon the 
language of major Browne’s letters 
to the governor-general. The ex. 
preflons of the retident were decis 
live and emphatical. * We have 
offered to treat; he has accepted: 
we have annexed conditions; he 
has approved of them.” Thefe 
words proved incontettibly that the 
treaty commenced in a voluntary 
offer on our part; and the fubfe. 
quent words in which major Browne 
proceeded to urge Mr. Hattings, for 
the fake of the eood faith, the mo- 
rality and the juitice of the Britith 
nation, to fend treops to the affitt- 
ance of the Mocul, in order to lay 
fiepe to certain diftricts of his coune 
try, proved in the fame unanf{wer- 
able manner that the treaty was a 
treaty of offentive alliance. It was 
evident, that the refolutions of that 
houfe had been trampled upon and 
contemned by Mr. Haftings in this 
inilance ; and it was more than 
matter of fufpicion, that the treaty, 
at the ume when it was begun, was 
never intended to be concluded. In 
the former debate upon this fubjecty 
when he had complained that Mr. 
Haflings had infringed upon the 
authority of the houfe of commons, 
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Mr. Pitt had thought proper to fay 
acrofs the houfe, that the treaty in 
queftion had never been complet- 
ed. Mr. Fox afked, whether he was 
entitled from thofe words to con- 
clude that it was taken as a merit, 
that the company’s fervants in 
India got into this dilemma, They 
violated the refolutions of the 
houfe by conimencing atreaty, and 
they violated the national faith by 
deceiving the Mogul, and refufing 
to conclude the treaty which was 
begun. They proved to the princes 
of Indoftan on thé one hand how 
little fecurity was afforded them by 
the vaunted code of laws of 1782; 
and on the other hand, how little 
fafety was to be acquired by enter- 
ing into treaties of alliance with 
the Britifh government in India. 
Mr.. Fox felt himfelf thoroughly 
juttified in afferting, that, in fpite 
of any narrow. principle, which 
temporary diftrefs or local circum- 
{tances might feem to demand, it 
ill became a nation of great weight 
and character like Great Britain, to 
depart from general fy {tems found- 
ed in wifdom and juftice, for the 
fake of any petty and momentary 
confiderations. 

With refpeé&t to the ground of 
the refufal of the papers, on the 
plea that their production would 
betray fome fecrets of negociation, 
the divulging of which might prove 
dangerous to the tranquility of the 
pres of Indoftan, what was the 
anguage of this reafoning, but to 
fay to the princes of India, We 
know that our fervants have com- 
mitted delinquencics, and we are 
convinced that they have broken 
fauh with you; but we muft not 
enquire into their conduct, becanfe 
that would betray ftate fecrets, that 
would develope political mytteries, 
which muft be kept facred ? Would 
not every man in India laugh at fo 
1760, 
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abfurd a reafon for refufing te do 
juftice ? Would it not plainly ap- 
pear, that the board of control 
and that houle were following the 
exact tleps of the old courts of di- 
rectors? that they were laying 
down complete fyftems of their 
ethics in their orders and refolu- 
tions, but refuling to take the only 
means potlible to enforce their pers 
formance? The effet of fuch a 
conduct was too manifeft to need 
illuttration, Inftead of reformation 
in India, it, would encourage abufe 
aid increafe delinquency. _ Mre 
Fox alluded to what had lately 
paffed in India, refpecting the debts 
of the nabob of Arcot; and af- 
firmed, that, fo far from the aecono* 
mical management of the revenues 
being made an object of attention, 
new loans were at this time going 
on, and new debts contracting. In 
a word, by fuch a conduct as that 
which was now held, the board of 
control and the houfe of commons 
would become anfwerable for hav- 
ing fuffered the fervants of the Eaft 
India company to believe, that they 
were fecure from enquiry, and 
out of the reach of punilhment. 
What was the tendency of the late 
vote, but to pur it in the power of 
the minifter to interfere in every 
inveftigation, and by his fingle 
veto defeat the aim of that houfe 
in the exercife of its firft, great, 
conflitutional character, that of the 
grand inqueft of the nation? Armed 
with fuch a power, to what lengths 
might not a minilter proceed ? 
Every criminal, however notc rious 
his delinquencies, however numer- 
ous his crimes, however injurious 
to the national honour, would only 
have to fecure the prote<tion of the 
treafury to be able to laugh at ac- 
cufation, and fet conviction at de 
fiance. 

Mr. Pitt replied tothe {peech of Mr. 
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Fox. He agreed with almoft every 
one of his principles, as well with 
refpeét to the policy of the Eatt 
Indian government, as with refpect 
to the right and duty of that houfe 
to enquire into all the abufes which 
might arife in ir; but in the con- 
clufions which he had drawn from 
thefe principles, he widely and 
completely differed from him. Mr. 
Pitt undertook to fhow, that in the 
prefent infance there had been no 
alliance either formed or autho- 
rized by Mr. Haftings. To judge 
of the merits of the tranfaétion 
which had been fo ftrongly dif- 
puted, it was neceffary to recollett 
the period in which it had taken 
place. A moft dangerous attack 
was made on the company’s poffef- 
lions, by the European enemy of 
this country, in conjunction with 
the moft formidable of all the 
prinecs of India, Tippoo Saib. ‘The 
laft mentioned prince, well know- 
ine the influence which the name 


of the Mogul had upon the feelings ° 


and the prejudices of his country- 
men, exercifed all his endeavours 
to bring him over to his intereits ; 
and, if he had fucceeded, an infur- 
mountable addition would have 
been made to the difficulties under 
which the Englifli government had 
to firuggle. The Mogul had re- 
cently loft his minilier, a perfon 
highly ferviceable to the Britifh 
adminiftration, as he was clofely 
conieMed in triendfhip with the 
nabob vifier of Oude, rhe decided 
favourer of this country. In this 
fituation it was determined by the 
unanimous voice of the council, to 
fend an ambaffador to Dehli, in 
order to fecure as much as poffible 
an amicable difpofition in that court. 
To this embatiy major Browne was 
“appointed by Mr. Haftings, and by 
his infiructions he was directed to 
encourage with as much addrefs 
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and delicacy as pofible, overtures 
of analliance,and applications for af. 
fiftance from the court of the M 
but was exprefsly forbidden to en. 
ter into any pofitive engagements, 
till he fhould have referred to the 
council the propofals that were 
made. - Such was the object of ma. 
jor Browne’s miffion, and the con. 
fequence was the alienation of the 
inclinations of the Mogul from 
the party of Tippoo Saib, and of 
France. With refpect to the letter 
in queftion, Mr. Pitt treated it as 
the unauthenticated effufion of 4 
chimerical projector, that could nei- 
ther deferve the credit of the houk 
’ 
nor affect the character of Mr, 
Hattings. 

Mr. Pitt exerted himfelf to de. 
fend the character of fecrecy, to 
which the papers in queftion were 
intitled. It indeed he were de. 
termined to prove to the houfe, 
that the papers were really danger- 
ous, and improper to be made pub- 
lic, he could do it in a very fhort 
and compendious way, to which 
however he confefied that he felt 
himfelf particularly averfe. This 
method was by. producing them; 
for he would undertake to fay, that 
were they to be read by the men- 
bers there could be but one opinion 
upon them, that of cenfure againt 
him for confenting’to grant papers, 
fo extremely delicate, and fo likely 
to injure eur interefts in India, by 
expoting to each other the views 
and confiderations under which the 
princes of that country had ated 
in their arrangements with us. He 
had been called upon to point out 
how the produétion of the papers 
would prove dangerous ; but furely 
by making the attempt he fhoold 
literally incur the danger. Wastt 
poffible to explain the ill effects ot 
communicating fecrets, without, 


a great meafure, difclofing the 
creté 
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erets themfelves? He had already 
faid as much, perhaps more, than 
could with fafety be uttered upon 
the fubject, and doubtlefs, if he 
confulted his eafe rather than his 
duty, he muft with at once to fub- 
mit the papers to public animad- 
verfion. Indeed, when he confi- 
dered, that asy et all the documents 
that had been granted were of a na- 
ture calculated to fupport the 
charges again{ft Mr. Hattings, and 
that thofe now moved for were 
fuch as would place in a confpi- 
cuous point of view the moft me- 
ritorious and brilliant part of his 
adminittration, he could not avoid, 
from motives of compailion and 
juftice, lamenting, that, in complt- 
ance with his duty, he mutt object 
to their production. 

Mr. Sheridan contrafted the con- 
duct of adminitration in the .pre- 
fent intlance, with the proceedings 
of Mr. Dundas in 178: and 1782, 
when he had formed his motions 
for documents in the broadeit and 
mott general words, calling for all 
the papers relating to the revenue, 
and all the papers relating to. the 
civil government. At that time, 
though it was a tine of war, no- 
body dreamed ot a feeret refpecting 
India. When the conduct of lord 
Clive was under diicuilion, when 
every other Indian enquiry was 
profecured, this difcovery had not 
been fo much as fufpected. It had 
not been imagined that there could 
be a ftate fecret in India till the 
year 1786. It was, Mr. Sheridan 
added, downright nonfenfe to talk 
with a yrave face about fecrecy, 
and the , a anes tendency of let- 
ting the papers be feen, when not 
only it was well known what were 
their contents, but when they were 
acquainted with every tranfaction 
to which they alluded. He entered 
into fomé detail in order to con 
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vince the houfe, that thefe letters 
would eitablith a mott extraordinary 
ferics of dupliciry, and an uf. 
paralleled intricacy of conduét in 
the procedure of Mr. Hattings. 
Mr. Sheridan afked, what could be 
the reafon of the backwardnefs of 
Mr. Dundas, who had built his 
fame on what he had done as a 
conductor of Indian enquiries ? 
Was it, becaufe he thought tofecure 
the fituation he had acquired by 
profecuting one delinquent, that 
he took pains to preted another? 
or was it from a kind of gratitude 
to Eait Indian delinquency, to which 
he had been fo much obliged, that 
he chofe to be the friend of Mr, 
Hattings, and would not, as it 
were, kick down the ladder upop 
which he had rifen? The motion 
for the Dehli papers was farther 
fupported by lord North; and ma- 
jor Scott entered into confiderable 
detail in defence of the negociation. 
The houfe having divided upon the 
queftion, there appeared ayes, for 
the production of the papers, 73, 
noes, 140. 

During the debates upon thefe 
papers, a fubjeét was brought for- 
ward by major Scott, which has 
fince been repeatedly fuggefted to 
the attention of the pubiic. He 
ftated to th choute, that, in all the 
proceedings againtt Mr. Hattings, 
and amidit all the abule poured out 
agvainit him, he had never enter- 
tained the fmalleft apprehentions, 
or made any overtures of acco n- 
modation. On the other hand, 
when Mr. Fox brought in his India 
bill, an intimation was given him 
in a private converfation which had 
pailed with a perfen of authority, 
that matters might be accommo- 
dated; and he made no doubt, had 
Mr. Hatiings then come home, he 
would have heatd nothing of this 
calumny, and all thefe ferious ac- 
Lz cufations. 
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cufations. Mr. Fox immediately 
rofe, and faid, thit, on a fubject 
which concerned his honour and 
his character, he would not hefitate 
a moment to offer himfelf again to 
the houfe, though he had alread 

fpoken more than once in the courfe 
of the debate. He would firft pre- 
mife, that at no period had any 
offers been made to him, either by 
Mr. Haftings or his agents, in or- 
der to bring about an accommoda- 
tion, for if there had, he would 
inftantly have treated them with 
the moil abfolute and peremptory 
refufal. At the fame time he would 
affert upon his honour, that no 
propofal whatever was made to Mr. 
Hatlings or his friends with either 
his knowledge or concurrence, and 
he was well affured that no fuch 
propofal had ever come from any 
of his colleagues. Indeed it fre- 
quently happened, that during the 
contultations that he held on the 
fubjeét of his India bill, it had 
been intimated to him that it would 
be better to drop all proceedings 
againft Mr. Hattings, as being a 
powerful enemy; but he would 
never confent to liftem to any ad- 
vances of this nature. 

Mr. Sheridan, the perfon prin- 
cipally concerned in the tranfact.on 
to which major Scott had alluded, 
entered into no explanation of the 
matter on that day, but immedi- 
ately had an interview with the 
perfon who had gone from him to 
major Scott. In order to make him- 
felf more clearly underitood, it 
would be neceflary for him to ftate 
a little of ‘ome opinions, which he 
had hitherto ever referved within 
his own mind. With regard to 
India affairs, he had thought that 
there were but «wo kinds of con- 
duct to be purfued. The one was 
to recall Mr. Hattings inftantly by 
the itrong arm of parliament, and 
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punith him exemplarily ; the othe 
to bring in an India bill, in which, 
on grounds of expediency, on ae. 
count of the times not bearing f@ 
ftrong a meafure, and from the dif. 
ference of opinion which prevailed 
upon the fubject, no retrofped 
fhould be had, but all the clautes 
fhould look to the funire. With 
thefe fentiments, when the Indi 
bill of Mr. Fox was preparing 
and while he was fecretary to the 
treafury, he had commitlioned a 
friend to go to major Scott, to know 
whether Mr. Hattings would come 
home, if recalled by adminittration, 
In the courte of the converfation 
which he had had with his friend, 
the intended India bill was certain! 
mentioned, but without the ail 
diftant idea of conveying to the 
major a propofition upon the fub- 
ject. Major Scott admitted the 
truth of this reprefentation, and 
thanked Mr. Sheridan for the fair. 
nefs with which he tlated the tranf- 
action. He had laboured undera 
miftake ever fince the converfation 
had paffed, but from the authority 
of the gentleman who had been the 
medium upon this occafion, he was 
now bound to acknowledge, that 
there had been in the affair no idea 
of a compromite. 

In the interval betwe:n the dif- 
ferent debates upon the Debli pa- 
pers, the preliminaries of the m- 
tended impeachment were not de- 
layed. On Thurfday the ninth of 
March it was moved by Mr. Francis, 
in the abfence ot Mr. Burke, that 
a certain felection of the papers 
which had been laid upon the table 
fhould be printed. Mr. Francis 
having at the fame time fuggetted 
to major Scott the expediency of 4 
fimilar felection being made in fa- 
vour of Mr. Hatlings, the majot 
moved that all the papers fhould 
be printed wichout cca 

¢ 











FOREIGN 


He was forry to involve the public 
in fo confiderable an expence ; but 
he felt it impoffible to make a fe- 
leftion, and he conceived, that there 
was not one of the documents, 
which would not contribute to 
juftify and illuflrate the merit of 
the conduét of Mr. Haftings. Four 
days after this motion, Mr. Francis 
moved, that, with a view to the 
fubject of the impe:chment, to the 
difculion of Mr. Dundas’s India 
bill, and the @xamination of the 
great meafure of the intended fink- 
mg fund, the houfe fhould be call- 
ed over on that day thi'ce weeks. 


Major Scott hoped, that upon this 


occafion® fome affurance would be 
given by Mr. Burke of his binging 
forward his impeachment near the 
time of the propofed call, Mr. 
Burke replied, that the going 
throurh a period of thirteen years, 
collecting the facts’ relative to the 
fubje%t during that time, and ar- 


ranging them in’ the form of a 


charge, was a matter of no eafy 
accomplifhment. The peiod how- 
éver that he would name for this 
bufinefs was the day of the call. 
He would then move, that the 
houfe fhould’ refolve itfelf into a 
committee 6n the papers which had 
been produced Ti relation to the go- 
vernment of Mr, Hattings, and he 
would fubmit to them what he had 
collected from verbal teftimony 
upon the fubjeét. The next day 
he gave in a lift of the perfons, for 
whofe attendance he fhould move at 
the bar of the haufe. On the 
twenty-fourth of March, major 
Scott made a motion for papers 
which he had lone promifed. The 
chief object of this motion was to 
prove, that the dire€tors had given 
no orders, and pronounced no cen- 
fure in regard to Mr. Haftings’s 
treatment of the raja of Benares, 
trom the month of May 1779, when 
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they received an account of it, to 
the month of October 1783. Mr. 
Sheridan obferved, that major Scott 


was well aware, that the anfwer to. 


his motion would prove a non ¢f 
inventus, and that it might perhaps 
tend to demonftrate, how unfit the 
directors were for their flations, but 
was in no degree calculated to ex- 
culpate Mr, Hallings. But motions 


fiom different fides of the houfe 


were fated to receive a very different 
encouragement, 

On the third of April, in pure 
fuance of the notice which had’ 
been given, the houfe refolved it- 


felf into a committee, having pre- 


vioully referred to that committee 


the reports of the fecret ‘and felect’ 


comilitees, and the other papers 
which had been ‘laid upon the ta- 
ble, in relation to Mr. Haflings. 
M:. Burke immediately moved for 
the introduction of the witneffes, 
who had been ordered to attend the 
houfe on that day, and obferved, 
that it was his intention to examine 
them, for the purpofe of authenti- 
cating certain papers, which were 
alreidy in his poffeifion, relative to 
the tranfactions of Oude with re- 
gard to the treatment of the royal 
tamily, the imprifonment of the 
mother and grand-mother of the 
nabob, and the putting other pers 
fons of quality in fetters, with a 
view to extort fums of money from 
them. The papers ought to have 
been at the India houfe, He fhould 
therefore eftablifh the authenticity 
of thefe papers by oral evidence, 
as well for the fake of enabling him 
to lay them on the table, as of 
proving, that the governor-general 
had withheld fuch papers of impor- 
tance from his employers at home, 
as it was his unquettionable duty to 
have communicated, 


Sir Lloyd Kenyon, mafter of the, 


rolls, oppofed the motion of Me, 


L 3 Byrkes, 
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Burke... He was not much ac- 

yainted with the forms of proceed- 
ing of that houfe in criminal mat- 
ters; but he well knew, that it 
was the practice of the grand in- 
queit of every county, when a cri- 
minal profecution was brought be- 
fore them, to hear a fpecific charge 
firfl, and then go into the evidence, 
in order to the finding a bill of in- 
diétment. He fhould fuppofe, that 
fomething analogous to this prac- 
tice did, or ought to obtain in re- 
{pect of criminal profecutions car- 
ried on by the houfe, He warned 
them to proceed with the moft deli- 
berate and impartial circum{pection, 
when the bufinc{s was in the hands 
of a perfon of fo great and acknow- 
ledged abilities, and when the whole 
power and weight of parliament 
were about to be brought to prefs 
Wpon an individual, As the perfon 
who conducted the profecution. was 
Known to poflefs as much candour 
as any man living, to that he fhould 
Venture to appeal, whether it would 
not be fair in refpeét tothe fup- 
pofed delinquent, that the charge 
fhould ia fonie fort at leaft be fpe- 
cified. He had fully expected, 


when he came down to the houfe, 


to have heard Mr. Burke tlate the 


charges which he meant to bring 


forward, that he and others might 


be enabled to judge how far the 
. ae J b i 
parole evidence to be produced at 


the bar, bore upon the charge, as. 


well as whether the charge wags of 


a criminal nature, and fuch as it. 


becawe the dignity and juflice of 
that houfe to entertain. The ipg- 
geen of fir Lloyd Keynon were 
upported by the folicitor-general, 
the lord advocate of Scotland, and 
Mr. Nichols. 

Mr. Burke anfwered, that fo 
much did he admire and refpeéc 
wifdom, that he would bow even 
so late wifdom. But furely, if 
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learned gentlemen of great Weight 
and authority, becaufe at the head 
of their profeifion, inflead of com. 
ing down fo late in the progrefs of 
the proceeding, in order to fet the 
houfe right, and, guide their ¢ 

in the bufinefs, had been fo good ag 
to have let them have the benef 
of their fuperior legal knowled 

a little earlier, their condu& would 
have been more kind, and their be. 
haviour more friendly to the houte, 
and to him. Sir Lloyd Kenyon 
had talked of the weight of that: 
houfe being employed to crufh an 
individual, He might reft affured, 
that neither would that houfe fuf 
fer its weight to be ufed in the 
unjuft preflure of an individual, nor 
would he attempt to employ it for 
any fuch purpofe. But in truth, 
the weight of the houfe in the pro. 
fecution of an Eaft Indian, delin. 
quent, was not to be confidered ag 
of fo dreadful a nature, The loins 
of the houfe. upon a. criminal, 
weighed not fo much as the little . 
finger of the Taw, nor was it fo 
likely to crufh him to. the earth, 
For himfelf, he intended, through 
the whole of the proceeding, to 
fhew himfclf as. open, as poflible, 
more fo {than perhaps was well for 
the part which he had undertaken. 
With this view he had, in the very 
outfer of the bufinefs, laid down 
the grounds of fact in a general 
manner, upow which he was in 
duced to prefume guilt of a great 
and enormous nature in the govern: 
ment of India; and, upon the 
hearing of which, the houfe had 
not ventuied, except in one or two 
inftances, to refufe him the papers 
for which he afked. In compli: 
ment to fir Lloyd Kenyon, Mr, 
Burke would again read the fum- 
mary of the principal faéts in fe 
fpect of the conduct of the Britihh 
in the province of Oude, to which 
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fe 
he meant ‘folély to confine himfelf 
in his firft enquiry. Mr. Burke 
concluded with enumerating the 


different fteps which had already. 


been taken in) the bufinefs. “The 

pers for whieh he had called, 
were many of them granted. He 
had then moved for a committee of 
the whole houfe, for the purpofe 
of hearing certain witnefles.. The 
witnefles had been ordered to. at- 
tend, and they were, at this mo- 
ment in a committee, with a view 
to the calling in and examining 
them. Any thing therefore which 
the matter of the rolls had to fug- 
geft againit the form and order of 
their proceedings, mutt amount to 
a cenfure of that houfe; and he 
warned them to be careful of their 
own honour, and by no means to 
appear defirous of reftraining evi- 
dence, or pfeventing full intorma- 
tion upon the fubject. 


Sir Lloyd Kenyon exprefsly dif-, 


claimed the idea, that himfelf and 
the gentlemen of the law had been 
brought down upon that day, for 
the purpofe of preventing the wit- 
nefles from being examined. On 


the contrary he proteited, that he, 


had come with the expectation to 
have heard the charges flated by 
Mr. Burke. ‘The production of 


thefe charges, he trufted, would in, 


fome meafures counteract the ex- 
hibition of infinuations and lbels, 
upon which it had been ufual tor 
the courts of law feverely to ani- 
madveitin fimilar cafes. Sir Lloyd 
Keynon particularly alluded to a 
pamphlet, containing a letter of Mr. 
Hathngs, upon the fubject of money 
privately received, and which - he 
had carried to the account of the 
company, for the purpole of paying 
himfelt certain arrears, whieh he 
confidered as due to him. Tihrs 
letter was accompamed with many 
fevere and acrimonious remarks, 
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and had been fent anonymoufly to. 
many members of that houfe. The 


pamphlet was given by rumour to, 


Mr. Francis, and it was treated by , 
major Scott with the flrongeft epi- 
thets of iniquity and infamy. The. 
fpeaker of the houfe of commons 
upon this occalion, fupported the 
motion of the mafter of the ralis, , 
and declared, that he did not think. 
the eommittee competent to the. 
hearing of evidence, The queftion, 
however was. not tamely given up) 
by oppolition ; and the examination, 
of the witneffes was farther urged by | 
fir Grey Cooper, Mr, Welbore Ellis, 
and Mr. Fox. Mr. Sheridan ob- 
ferved in reply to the fpeaker, that, . 
it the committee were rightly to ade. 
here to forms, they had it not in, 
their power to receive any charge, 
though it were actually exhibited ; 
and in confirmation of this opinion 
he defired that the order for the 
houfe to go into a committee might 
beread. The idea of Mr, Sheridan 
appears in fome meafure to have 
been admitted, fince, the quefion for 
the hearing of witnefies having. 
heen carried in the negative, Mr, 
Burke the next day laid: his charges. 
upon the table of the houfe, when 
the {peaker was in the chair. 

The charges, which Mr. Burke 
exhibited in the courfe of | the 
month of April, amounted to twen- 
ty-one; and a tarther additional 
one, the compofition of Mr. Fran- 
cis, was laid upon the table on the 
fitth otf May. We will here fate 
as briefly as potlible, the principal 
fubject of cach of thefe charges. 
The firit of them related to the 
war that had been carried on again{t 
the RKohillus. The fecond, to the 
provinces of Cora and Allahabad, 
whica bad been conferred on the 
Mogul by lord Clive, and the ree 
venucs ol which had been detained, 
when that prince withdrew to his 
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capital of Dehli, and put himfelf 
under the protection of the Marat- 
tas. The third treated of the ex- 
traordinary aid which had been de- 
manded on account of the war 
from the raja of Benares, the fine 
which had been impofed upon him 
for refraétorinefs, ‘and his confe- 

vent expulfion from his dominions. 
Phe fourth related to the confine- 
ment of the princefles of Oude, 
the imprifoning and fettering their 
féervants with a view to extort 
meney the diltrefles which were 
experienced by their families, and 
their compulfory retfignation of 
their jaghires or appanages. The 
fifth regarded the treatment of the 
raja of Farfuckabad, The fixth, of 
the raja of Sahlone. ‘The feventh, 
the tenth, the eleventh, and the 
twelfth, treated of certain extrava- 
gant contracts into which Mr. 
Haftings had entered ov the part 
of the company ; and the cnormous 
falaries which he had bellowed upon 
fir Eyre Coote, and upon certain 
boards of his own inftitution. The 
eighth treated of money privately 
received, and of illegal prefents. 
‘The ninth regarded the authority 
which Mr. Hatlings had given to 
certain perfons in England, to re- 
fion the governinent in his name; 
and the refufal he had given tn In- 
dia, to fubmit to the confequent 
appointment of his fucceffor. The 
thirteenth refpeéted certain embaf- 
fies to the nabob of Arcot, and the 
fuba of the Decan, ‘The four- 
teenth related to the defertion of 
the rana of Gohud, in the conclu- 
fion of the Maratta peace. The 
fifteenth to the unaconomical and 
arbitrary management of the reve- 
nues of Bengal. The fixteenth 
charged upon Mr. Hattings the de- 
clention and ruin of the province 
of Oude. The feventeenth re- 
garded a certain native called Ma- 
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homed Reza Khan, who had for 
; . whee 
long time been: intrufted with the 
internal management of Bengal 
and was difplaced by Mr, Hattings, 
The eighteenth accufed Mr. Haf. 
tines of having, at a recent 
riod, delivered up the Mogul into 
the hands of the Marattas. The 
nineteenth charged him with libel. 
ing ‘the court of directors, The 
twentieth related to the guilt of oce 
cafioning the Maratta war, and the: 
ill faith that had attended the con. 
clufion of the Maratta peace. The 
twenty-firft regarded fuppredfion of 
correfpondence : and the twenty. 
fecond related to the treatment of 
Fizulla Khan. | 
On the twenty-fixth of Aprila 
petition was prefented from Mr, 
Hattings, requefting to be allowed 
a copy of the articles which had 
been exhibited, and to be heard in 
his defence in reply to the charges 
they contained. ‘lhe demand to 
be heard was readily conceded on 
the part of oppofition, but they 
objected to the granting a copy of 
the charges, as a thing contrary 
to the practice of the houfe. The 
objection was over-ruled by the 
friends of: adminiflration. Upon 
this occafion Mr. Martin revived 
his favourite idea of an impeach- 
ment of lord North, and recom. 
mended the condu& of it to Mr, 
Burke. ‘The repetition of this fub- 
ject im this defultory way, was 
cenfured with ferioufnefs, by botk 
the parties to whom the allufion 
was made. We mention it in this 
place merely as it led Mr. Burke 
to relate to the houfe, that he had 
once drawn up feven diftinct ar- 
ticles of impeachment againtt that 
nobleman. ‘The marquis of Rocks 
ingham had indeed advifed him to 
ubandon the idea, and had taken 
from him the papers ; and he had 


ince endeavoured to find them, but 
in 
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invaine Mr. Burke added, that, 
when he had feen lord North aban- 
don the fyitem which had been the 
object of his cenfure, he had been 
willing to forget what was patt, 
and to do that honour to his ta- 
lents and virtues that they well 
deferved. He had now the happi- 
nefs to rank that nobleman in the 
number of his friends, and he was 
proud to make this public acknow- 
ledgment of the fincerity of his 

rofefions, and the dilinterefted- 
nefs of his conduct, 

All the charges, except the laft, 
having been now delivered, Mr. 
Burke, in purfuance of the line of 
conduct, which, he conceived, had 
been chalked out to him by the 
matter of the rolls, and which 
had received the fanction of that 
houfe, immediately moved, that 
the {peaker fhould leave the chair, 
in order for the houfe to go into a 
committee, for the examination of 
witnefles. But a new oppofition 
now originated with the fame per- 
fon. Sir Lloyd Kenyon objected 
to the motion, upon the ground 
that the fituation of the bufine(s 
was completely changed, in confe- 

uence of the houfe having that 
he confented to hear Mr. Haf- 
tings, upon the fubject of the 
charges. It was now become high- 
ly improper to allow a fingle ftep 
farther to be taken in the bulinefs ; 
fince what Mr. Haftings might 
have to fay, might induce the 
houfe to drop the profecution. In 
the courts below, it was a frequent 
practice to hear defendants in dimine, 
and even indictments were quafhed, 
upon proper caufe being fhown. 
Mr. Jenkinfon intorced the fame 
reafoning ; and obferved, that Mr. 
Haitlings would, in all probability, 
be able by allegation and argue 
ment, to prove the half of cach 
Charge to be irrelevant and impro- 
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r; of confequence, it would be 
ighly abfurd to hear evidence, 
till they had firft endeavoured as 
much as poffible, to define the fub- 
jet upon which that evidence was 
to be examined. 
Mr. Pitt maintained that there 
was great inconfiflency in granting 


Mr. Hattings permiffion to be heard, | 


and then poftponing that hearing 
till they had gene through 'the evi- 
dence. By this means, inftead of 
giving him an opportunity of ree 
moving the prejudices, which might 


arife from the charges going abroad, - 


and making an impreffion upon 


men’s minds without being ane: 
{wered, which,was what Mr. Haf-. 


tings wanted ; they would firft add 
all poflible weight to the impref- 
fions, and then leave him to ate 


tempt by his affertion and afgu-, 


ments, to overturn what had al- 
ready been fubftantiated by evi- 
dence. It might be objeéted, that 
fuch a “tee pane would occafion 
delay ; but it was a maxim of our 
law. Nulla de vita hominis cune- 
tatio longa eff; and it could not 
be difputed, that to a perfon of 
Mr. Hattings’s rank and confidera- 
tion, good name and reputation 
were as dear as life. Mr. Pitt ani- 
madverted with great freedom upon 
the itructure of the charges, He 
was willing to admit that they con- 


tained criminal matter, and fuch 


as it was highly incumbent on that 
houfe to invetligate; but they were 
fo filled with aggravations and un- 
connected details, they were fo 
confufed, fo complicated, fo irre 
levant, and in many places, fo une 
intelligible, that he thought it ime 
poflible for the houfe at large, to be 
able accurately to feparate thofe 
parts which were worthy of atten- 
tion, from fuch as were foreign to 
the main defign. He therefore 
thought, that it would be abfo- 

lutely 

















F7 oO 


lately neeeffary for their author, to: 


{elect from them thofe parts which 
moti -fridtly belonged to the fub- 
jecty:and to model chem anew, be- 


fore: ix would ‘be potlible for the . 


of commons -to pronounce: 


houfe 
‘then: He added; that, when 


he faid' there was much criminal’ 


matter contwined in the charges, he 
did not méan to infinuate, that he 
had formed any opifion, whether 
the criminality were properly fup- 
petted; and he fthould be inclined 
té hope at leatt, that the contrary 
would be made to appear. — 

The conduct of adminiftration in 
refpect to this queftion was flrongly 
refented by oppolition: Mr. Burke 
obferved, ‘that,’ with refpect to the 
imperfections ‘that might be fairly 


imiputable to the charges, they were. 
to be aféribed'to the condu& of the’ 


other fide of the houfe. It was: 
well known, that it had originally 
been his-intention to have ealled his 
evidence firft,” and then to have 
fuftered the charge gradually to 
grow out of the evidence. But! 
the’ ‘houfe ‘in ‘its, wifdom had 
thought propeP%to di€tate to hima 
different: mode dP proceeding. For 
himfelf, it wastotally unreafonable 
to expect ¢hat hé thould mould his 
charges into a different form; and 
was a thing to which he would ne- 
ver fubmity  He'added, thar, Ict 
the mater Of the rolls repeat as 
often as ‘he would the ‘practice of 
being flow in giving his advice, and 
embarrafling the bufinefs from day 
to day, he would not abandon his 
caufe. Mr. Burke complained of 
the difficulty of keeping his wit- 
nefies together; fome of whom 
were ill, and could not remain in 
town without endangering their 
lives. What he had heard led him 
to fear, that it was intended to 
quath the profecution ; for it was 
evident from the language of Mr. 
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Jenkinfon, that one half of hig ao 
culations were’ gone already, jy 
was ftruck with the dead palfy, 
and was to hve no longer, He 
confidered one arm of the’ bufinefy 
as lopped’ away; but, if he log 
a leg, he would till’ perfevere, 
and even, if‘reduced to the necef. 
fity, would fight like Witherington, 
upon-his ftumps. He concluded 
with fuggetting a very lively appre. 
henfion, that, if’ the métion of the 
mafter of the rolls were received, it 
would prove fatal to the accufations 
Mr. Fox defcribed the dificul 
tics which Mr. Burke had experis 

enced in-his progrefs to that ita 
of the bufineis, and faid, that no 
man with inferior abilities would 
ever have furmounted'them. — Ag 
foon as he had brought forward the 
bufinefs in one fhape, it was fated 
by the other fide of the houfe, that 
the form of ‘proceeding was wrong; 
and that another. form mutt be ad. 
opted. Still new ‘médes were pro- 
pofed, new delays invented, ‘new 
artifices played off to confound, ime 
pede and embarrafs ; but the houfé 
and the public muft fee throvgh 
the whole. Unfair indeed was the 
ground taken by the defenders of 
Mr. Haftings ; for the mott prae- 
tifed advocate ‘could nor have acted 
with more artifice and chicane, had 
he been engaged to plead for him at 
éver fo high a premium. Mir Pitt 
had ‘admitted that the chargés boré 
on their face much matter of her 
nous offence; but he chofe to com- 
plain of confufion and irrelevancy, 
and had gone the length of ftating, 
that they were in fome parts utterly 
unintelligible. Why were thete 
complaints urged ? Becaufe in fpite 
of every objection, conjured up for 
the fake of difguifing their real ef 
tect, the guilt imputed was tdo 
clearly underftood, and the impref- 
fion it made could not be concealede 
Mr. 
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Mr. Wilberforce. reproved the 
warmth of Mr, Fox. if the charges 
were true, they contained enough 
of criminal imputation to roufe and 
animate the feelings of every man 
in the houfe. He wondered not 
therefore, that they fhould parti- 
cularly warm the mind, and ani- 
mate the feelings of the gentleman, 
who had been the principal con- 


ductor of the Ronen He had. 


ftudied the affairs of India, before 
that houfe generally fpeaking, knew 
any thing about them; he had been 
brooding over them for years ; and 
it was natural for him to fee their 
enormity in a magnified point of 
view. Of Mr. Burke’s head and 
his heart, of his abilities and his 
humanity, of his rectitude and his 
perfeverance, no man entertained 
a higher opinion than he did. But 
though Mr. Burke’s impetuofity 
and warmth were in a high degree 
juftitiable, the fame reafons and the 
fame excufe would not apply to the 
pafion of Mr, Fox. | His paffion 
might perhaps pafs upon the pub- 
lic for nothing more, than a por- 
tion of that common and ordinary 
violence, afflumed and exhibited by 
him upon every fubject of parlia- 
mentary debate. He wifhed how- 
ever, for the fake of national juf- 
tice, and for the character of that 
houfe, that Mr. Fox would fo far 
reilrain his feelings, as to appear 
on fo ferious and important an oc- 
cafion, to conduct himfelf with the 
temper and moderation it fo well 
deferved, and not to throw out in- 
finuations, which he was perfuaded 
the houfe regarded as unimerited, 
Jf iw fhould appear in the end, 
that Mr. Fox and the chancellor of 
the exchequer came nearer in opi- 
nion upon the fubiect, than the 
former might perhaps conceive, lec 
was apprehenfive, that Mr. Fox 
would teel a very great degree of 
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difappointment, and be difpofed to 
more warmth aud paffidn than he 
had hitherto thown, 

Mr. Hardinge oppofed the mo- 
tion of fir Lloyd Kenyon. He 
examined fucceflively the various 
grounds for hearing Mr. Hattings 
10 this flage of the bulinets. It 
was faid that Mr, Hatings could 
fatisfy the houfe, that their proceed- 
ings were injurious to him," as being 
ill conftructed in their form, irre- 
levant and obfcure. To this he 
would anfwer, that Mr, Haftings 
ought never to be heard with effect 
upon that ground, in this period of 
the enquiry. It had been farther 
alledged, that the information which 


he would give tothe houfe, micht° 


enlighten their general view of the 
fubject, and guide them iff examin- 
ing the evidence. Aguinft this too 
he fhould proteft, as a topie inad- 
miflible on the part of the aocufed, 
prior to any legal charge which he 
could be called upon ta anfwer, 


But it might be faid.if thefe objects 
were precluded, no other topic wag 


left him ; this however he denied, 
Mr. Hallings might be defirous to 
be heard, tor the purpofe of coun- 
teracting, by his own flate of the fub- 
jet, thote general impreflions, which 
he might conceive that fuch a 
charge would make to his preju- 
dice. Whatever might be his view 
in defiring to be heard, the houfe 
ought to hear him not, as a point of 
right in chis flage of the proceed- 
ing, but from thar lenity, which, 
even prior co the queftion of a legal 
charge, his critical fituation attract- 
ed. If they could fee no poflible 
end of public juitice, they fhould 
not re:ufe to him the Py cata 


of his own preconception upon this 
object: but, if they agreed with 
Mr.Uardinge, that he could not be 
heard with etlect fo as to interfere 
with the courte of the evidence, it 

followed, 
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followed, that the evidence ought 
to proceed without admitting the 
{malleit alteration into the progrefs 
of the bufinef&. The motion was 
farther oppofed by ford North and 
Mr. Anftruther, and it was fup- 

rted by Mr. Bearcroft and Mr. 
Nichols. The houfe having di- 
vided, the numbers appeared, ayes 
140, noes,8o. 

Mr. Haflings appeared at the bar 
of the houle of c mmons on the 
firlt of May; and on that and the 
following day delivered in his de- 
fence, in anfwer to Mr. Burke’s 
charges. He concluded with re- 
quetting that the minutes of his de- 


fence might be permitted to lie upon. 


the table. Major Scott made a 
motion in complianee with this 
requeft, and was feconded by Mr. 
Burke. . As foon as this matter was 
adjulted, Mr. Burke moved to call 
the firft of his witnefies to the bar, 
and proceeded in the examination 
of feveraf perfons returned from 
India during the three following 
wecks. Inthe courfe of this exa- 
minat on major Scott endeavoured 
to bring home to Mr. Burke a 
charge of partiality in the felection 
of fome witneffes, and the rejefion 
of others. For this Mr. Burke 
accounted, by obferving, that it was 
no wonder, that he fhould have 
found the te‘imony of fome of the 
witnefles for whom he had ori.i- 
nally called to be urneceffary, 
fince he had exprefsly told the 
houfe from the firft, that of nor 
one of them had he any per‘onal 
knowledge ; and with ‘efpect to 
others, he had thought it idle and 
avturd to call witnefles to the bar, 
to begia with a crofs examinution 
of them. In one of the invances 
however, which major Scott fpeci 
fied, he propofed inttantl,, with 
the approbation of the hovfe, to call 
in the witnels, and to examine him 
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with refpec to the particulars with 
which he might be acquainted, 
Major Scott farther accufed Mr, 
Burke of unneceflary procraftina. 
tion and delay, in this tiage of the 
bufinefs ; but from this imputation 
he was defended by Mr. Pitt. 

On the eighteenth of May, the 
evidence in favour of the profecu. 
tion being nearly concluded, Mr, 
Burke explained to the houfe the 
mode in which he intended to pro- 
ceed, and mentioned a day for 
bringing forward a leading queion 
upon the fubject. ‘The idea which 
he had formed, was that of firft’ 
taking the fenfe of the houfe upon 
all the charges” collectively, ‘and 
obtaining from them a decifion, 
whether they contained amafs of 
mifdemeanours, fufficient to autho. 
rife a profecution by impeachment, 
In this mode of proceeding he had 
found that it would be impoffible for 
him to fuflain the fatigue of going 
through the whole of the accufa- 
tion himfelf ; afid therefore he had 
obtained from other - members. a 
promife, that they would occafional. 
ly rclieve him by taking up the fub- 
ject alternately,till the whele fhould’ 
be brought at once under the deli- 
beration of the houfe. Mr, Pitt 
objected to the mode fpecified by 
Mr. Burke, and fuegefted, that it 
would in his opinion be better, firft 
to take the fenfe of the committee 
on each charge individually, and’ 
then determine, whether upon the 
whole, or upon any particular ar¢ 
ticle, there would be fufficient 
ground for an impeachment. Mr. 
Buke ufed various arguments in 
fupport of his arranyement, but 
the next day expreffed his willing- 
nefs to comply with the fugeeilion 
of Mr. Pitt. When he reflected 
upon the larene’s of the feffion, and 
the imporiance of the fubject, he 
was the more convinced how values 

able 
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able was the confideration of time 
jn the profecution of this bufinefs. 
Attached and partial he acknow- 
ledged himfelf to be to his original 
plan ; ; but rather than watte the 
time of the houfe in fruitlefs alter- 

cation, he was now ready to adopt 
the propolition of Mr. Pitt, and to 
move ipecific refolutions on the 
different charges. 

One other topic occafioned fome 
degree otf debate, previoutly to the 
actual opening of any of the charges. 
Mr. Haitings mentioned in his de- 
fence certain papers, containing 

chiefly the correfpondence ot Mr. 
Middleton, as refident of Oude, 
during the actual progreis of the 
Rohilla war, as being depofited in 
the archives of the company in the 
Eat India houfe. ‘This circum- 
{tance immediately ttruck Mr. Fran- 
cis, who had truitleisly exerted 
himfelf, together with general Cia- 
vering and colonel Mont. m, during 
his relidence in India, to obtain 
the communication of thefe papers. 
He accordingly enquired into the 
circumitance, and found, that the 
papers had never been in the pof- 
ieilion of the court of directors. It 
was therefore moved by Mr. Burke 
en the twenty-fifth of May, that 
Mr. Middleton fhould be directed 
to attend the houfe on the next day, 


in order to deliver up the whole of 


his correfpondence with Mr. Hatt- 
ings, during his refidency in Oude 
inthe years 1774 and 1775. The 
queftion was not put upon this 
motion ; but in confequence of its 
having been propoied, Mr. Middle- 
ton waited on Mr. Francis, requett- 
ing himto communicate tothe houle 
the declaration, which he made upon 
his honour, that he had many years 
fince delivered upto Mr. Hattings 
at his demand every letter, copy 
and minute of correfpondence, cur- 
ried on between him when he was 


minifter at Oude, and the governor- 
general. In compliance with this 
new circumitance Mr. burke alter- 
ed his motion, and propofed, that, 
initead of Mr. Middleton, Mr. 
Hatlings fhould be directed to at- 
tend the houfe, to deliver up the 
corre{pondence in queition, 

This motion was again oppofed 
by fir Lloyd Kenyon. He obterved, 
that a writ of duces tecum Was 2 
circumiftance entirely illegal, and 
which had unitormly been con- 
demned by the highelt authorities 
in the law. He had hoped, that 
the time for employing fush arbi« 
trary proceedings had long been 
patied over in the Englith hiftory. 
They had never been brought for- 
ward, but in the worit ot times, 
and when tyranny had the mott 
unlicenced prevalence. One in- 
{tance he remembered of a fimilar 
kind, which had been acted under 
the influence of a popifh faction 
in the reign of Charles the Second, 
when the clofet of the great Alger- 
nor Sydvey was broken open, his 
papers ranfacked, and afterwards 
made a fubject of ‘accufation againft 
him. A conduct like this, the im- 
mediate tendency of which was te 
oblige the perfon accu‘ed to crimi- 
nate himfe:t, was worthy of the 
inquilition, and rather than admit 
it, he weuld advile the profecutor 
at once to withdraw his motion, 
and to propote the introduction ot 
the torture. ‘The idea of fir Lloyd 
Kenyon was enforced by the attor- 
ney: general, and by Mr: Burton, 
member for Wendover 

Mr. Burke ridiculed the argu- 
ments of the crown lawyers. He 
obferved, that there never was a 
cale, in which the public papers of 
public men were not ufed in evi- 
dence againit them; and, however 
the tender fenlibility of the matler 
of the rojls might convert into tor- 

ture 









































74 


ture what was fe ufual a pro- 
ceeding, he could nor help regard- 
ing it as the tendereft torture that 
ever was inflicted. It was by this 
terture, that he had already been 
enabled to difelofe fuch fcenes of 
real fuffering, as agitated the breatt 
of every man, who poffeffed a fibre 
of humanity, or a nerve of fenfi- 
bility. It was by the application 
of this torture that he had difco- 
vered the fuppreilion of fo mate- 
rial an evidente, and he was deter- 
mined with the leave of the houfe 
to purfue his difcovery. Mr. Fox 
obferved, that, though he was no 
lawyer, he was fo warm a friend to 
the laws of England, that he would 
not believe that they fanctioned a 
propotition fo irrational, as that 
the houfe had not a right to de- 
mand from a perfon accufed crimi- 
nally, papers which afforded proofs 
of his criminality, when thofe pa- 
pers were not the criminals, private 
property. Mr. Fox put the caie 
of himtelf when fecretary of ftate, 
and afked, if the king had de- 
manded all his papers from him, 
whether he muit not have delivered 
them ? 

The motion was at length al- 
tered upon the fuggeition of Mr. 
Pitt, fo as exprefly to confine it to 
papers of a public tendency, and, 
inttead of being directed perfonally 
to Mr. Hattings, it was addreffed 
to the court of directors. This 
order produced two letters from 
Mr. Hattings and Mr. Middleton ; 
in the former of which it was 
ftated, that he had many years 
lince delivered up copies of his of- 
ficial correfpondence with Mr. Mid- 
dleton, together with fuch parts 
of his private correfpondence as 
related tothe public bufinefs. Ma- 
jor Scott acquainted the houfe, that, 
though Mr. Haflings had refufed 
thefe papers to the infpection of the 
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majority of the fupreme condi 
when they were peremptorily de. 
manded from him, and though 
from peculiar circumftances the 
had not been communicated to the 
court of directors, they had been 
furrendered up to the nobleman who 
was at that time the firtt minifer of 
this country. It afterwards ap- 
peared, that they had been offered 
to the perufal of lord North, but, 
thinking that their perufal did not 
fall immediately within his depart. 
ment, or conceiving, as he faid, 
from the manner of the offer that 
it was not wifhed he fhould accept 
it, he had refufed to receive them, 
The bufinefs was purfued no far. 
ther. 

The queftion of the criminality 
of Mr, Hattings’s concern in the 
Rohilla war, was brought regu. 
larly before the houfe of c«mmons, 
on the firft of June; and, having 
been debated upon that and the 
following day, jt was at length 
carried in favour of Mr. Ha'lings, 
the number being, ayes, tor the 
impeachment, 67, nées, 119. On 
the thirteenth of June, a fecond 
charge, refpecting the aid demanded 
from the raja of Benares, the fine 
that was impofed upon him, and 
his expulfion from his dominions, 
was voted. It was determined that 
this charge contained matter of im- 
peachment againtt the late eovernor- 
general of Bengal, ayes, 119, 
noes, 79. We referve the particu- 
lars of thefe debates for our tuc- 
ceeding volume, in order that we 
may prefent to our readers in a 
comprehenfive view the whole of 
this interefting fubject. 

On the eleventh of July the king 
put an end to the feifion by a thort 
{peech, which was conceived in very 
general terms. He could not did- 
mifs his parliament without €x- 
prefling the particular er 
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with which he had obferved their 
diligent attention to the public bu- 
finefs, and the meafures they had 
ulop ites improving the refources 
of the country. He thanked the 
houfe of comimons tor the fupplies 
of the year, and for the provifion 
they had made for difcharging the 
incumbrances of the civil lift. He 
expected the moit falutary effects 
from the plan for the reduétion of 
the national debt, and confidered 
it as an obfcct infeparably con- 
nested with the effential intercits of 
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the public. He added, that the af- 
furances, which he continued to re- 
ceive from abroad, promifed the 
continuance of the gencral trah- 
quillity. The happy effects of peace 
had already appeared in the exten- 
fion of the national commerce; 
and no meafure fhould be wanting 
on his part, which could tend to 
confirm thefe advantages, and to 
give additional encouragement te 
the manufactures and induilry of 


lis people. 
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In the Year 1786. 


JANUARY. 
HE Halfewell, Eatt India- 


man, capt. Pierce, failed 
through the Downs, on Sunday the 
rit initant, and after experienciny a 
feries of extreme bad weather, {truck, 
at two o'clock this morning, on the 
rocks of Purbeck, between St. Al- 
ban’s Head and Peverel Point, near 
Portland. One hundred and feven- 
ty men got afhore, but from the 
darknefs of the morning, and fure- 
ing of the fea, near 100 were dufh- 
ed to pieces and drowned. Among 
the number fived were 18 officers, 
30 feamen, and 2¢ foldiers. 

Cat. Pierce, a little while before 
the fhip went down, called Mr. Me- 
nton (the fecond mate) intothe cud- 
dv, where his two daughters, two 
nieces, and three other beautiful 
young ladies, were clinging round 
him tor protection, and on being 
told it was impoflible for the lid es 
to efcape, * Then my dear chil- 
dren,” faid he, folding his daugh- 
ters in his arms, ** we will peril to- 
gether.” The ‘hip difappeared in a 
fcw minutes. 

Mr. Meriton, who brought this 
fatal news to the India Houfe, e- 
feaped the fate of thofe who were 
dafhed to pieces on the rocks, by 
falling into a fiflure of one of the:n, 
where he was, tor fome time, up 
to his chin in water. The chief 
mate, a nephew of the captain’s, 
retuied to quit the fhip, declaring 
that he would die with his uncle and 
coulins. 


Mr. Thompfir, the quarter-maf- 
ter, was the firit who climbed up 
the rock, and got on fhore : he faw 
a liebe, about a mile off, whither 
he went: the people very humanc- 
ly came down with him to the fhore 
with ropes, which were the means 
of faving many lives, though feve- 
ral, after having been drawa part of 
the way up the rock, from fatigue 
ler go their hold, and were dithed 
to pieces, 

11. The Swallow Packet, from 
Bengal, arrived in the Downs, on 
the oth inftant, on board of which, 
lord Macartney came p flenger. 
His lordih'p was feveral days in 
Calcutta, previous to the arr ival of 
the difpatches of the Court of Di- 
rectors containing his appoinunent 
of governor-general of Bengal, 
Immediately on their arrival Mr, 
Macpheifon difpatched his feere- 
tary, announcing the appointinent, 
and his readinefs to relinquifh the 
government. His lordthip defired 
a few days before he gave an an- 
fwer. The reafon afligned for his 
lordfhip’ s delay, was the carcleff- 
nets of the meflenger charged with 
the difp .tches, «ho had left his lord- 
fhip’s private levers at Madrafs, 
On the arrival of thefe, a fiw days 
after, his lordfhip fent his politive 
anfwer, that it was his determi- 
nation not to accept the govern- 
ment. 

This packet brought advice, that 
there had been a meeting of the Bri- 
tifh inh :bitants in Calcutta, which 
ended in their paffing feveral refolu- 
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lutions expreffive of their difappro- 
bation of the Bait India regulating 
bill of the 24th of his prefent Ma- 
jell ie 
tT his packet alfo brought over a 
copy of the fentence of the court 
martial On major-geverl fir John 
Burgoyne, bart. which honour- 
ably acquits him of every part of 
the charge againft him. 

Chefter, Fan. 12. About a year 


ago, a prrfen, took a houfe at 


Childer ‘Vhoraton, a few miles from 
this city, which he furnifhed in a 
moderate flyle, and engaged a wo- 
man of this place to ferve him as 
houfekeeper: he had nor been there 
more than nine months, before he 
was attacked by a violeot indifpofi- 
tion, which carried him off in about 
thirty days. Immediately on the 
approach of ficknefs he made his 
will, and left the whole of his pro- 
perty to his houfekeeper, although 
an entire flranger to him. A fhort 
time after his decesfe the woman 
came to this city, and lodged bank 
notes (amounting to ¢gol.) in the 
hands of abavker. Not many days 
atrer, one of the notes, value sool. 
reeched London tor payment, when 
a letter was directly fent down, 
requefling immediate information 
from whoin the faid note was receiv- 
ed, which being duly forwarded, 
with other particulars, it appears, 
that the deccafed had litely been 
clerk to a hopfactor in London; 
that about 15 months ago, he e- 
loped with notes and cafh to the a- 
mount of 12001. and notwithiland- 
rng repeated udvertifements has ne- 
ver been heard of tll this time. 
More than sool. it fecms has been 
difipated, Seven weeks have e- 
lapfed, fince this perfon was buri- 
ed, and a gentleman is juft arrived 
trom I.ondon, in order to have the 
eorpfe taken out of the grave, and 


PRINCIPAL 





(January, 


if poffible, to identify his 

It feems that he had. cheng 
name ; and his hand-writing of the 
fignature of the will, as te“ator, ig 
fo much altered, that the gentle. 
man cannot fwear to it. { The body 


was actually taken up, and pojitively 


Jfworn to. The real name of the dee 


ceafed was Fobn Carde!’, and the 
Hoplacor he robbed was Mr, Fobe 
Sanders, of the Borough. | 

16. The feflions ended at the 
Old Bailey, when feven conviéts 
received fentence of death.. At this 
feffions was tried John Hogan, a 
Mulatto, for the mu-der of Anne 
Hiust, fervant w Mr. Orrell, of 
Charlotte-{ireet. (See Vol. VJ. page 
41.) 

The manner in which this wretch 
was at latt deteéted is very rematke 
able. A fhort time bef..re the murs 
der, he had brought home fome 
chairs to Mr. Orrell’s ; and a per. 
fon anfwering his defcription hav- 
ing been feen in the neighbourhood 
that day, fufpicion fell on him, and 
he was twice taken up, and twice 
difcharged for want ot evidence. 

On being taken to the body of 
the deceafed, he appeared not in 
the leait agitated ; but, putiing his 
hand on her breaft, he faid, “ My 
*¢ dear Nancy, I do remember you 
*¢ well; I never did you any harm 
‘© in my lite!” Thefe exprethons 
very farcibly added. to the fufpici- 
ons of his guilt, becaufe her face 
was fo exceedingly cut and mangl- 
ed, that Mr. Orrell declared he 
he could not poflibly have known 
her. Two other circumftances, 
which tended to criminate him, 
were a fpot of blood on a waiftcoat 
which he wore, and fome flight 
marks of blood on one of the fleeves 
of his cout; which coat had been 
wafhed, though the blood on the 


fleeve remained ; and an effort = 
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ed to have been made, but in vain, 
to rub out the fpot of blood from 
the wailtcoat. . 
The prifoner was afterwards tried 
for a larceny, and Mr, Orrell read- 
ing his trial in the Seffions- paper, it 
oceurred to him to fearch at the 
wnbioker’s, where he had pawn- 
ed the property ftolen, ft which 
he was fo tried, to fee if any of his 
property, which was fiolen at. the 
time of the murder, had been lodg- 
ed with that pawobroker ; there he 
found a cloak of his wi'e’s, pawn- 
ed the morning after the murder, 
by the woman with whom the pri- 
foner cohabited, 
The principal evidence againft 
him was the woman with whom he 
cohabired ; who depofed, that he 
brought her home a cloak, which 
he faid he had boughr, on cendition 
of paying for it at the rate ef fo 
much a week. ‘The cloak was pro- 
duced in court, and Mis. Orrell 
fwore to it as her property. The 
dep»nent further faid, that after 
Hovan had been twice taken before a 
magiftrate, he, at intervals, appeared 
to be very unesfy; that particu. 
larly he could not tleep in bei; 
that the faid :o him one night, ** For 
God’s fake what is the matier with 
you, furely you are not guilty of 
what you have been taken up for ;’” 
that his anfwer was, ** Yes 1 am:— 
Tam guilty:—I ddi-.” She then 
was much troubled in mind, and 
apprehended fatal confequences to 
herfelf, particularly, as he faid to 
her, “ You mutt fay novhing ; 
you muft be quiet; for if I 
be hanged, you will be hanged 
with me.” And on her afking him, 
why he had murdered the young 
woman, he anfwered, becaufe he 
warted to be great with her, and 
the refifted him. 
The prifoner being ¢ led on for 


his defence, faid, I am innocent ; 
and if any body takes away my life, 
I will never torgive them,” 

The jury brought in their ver- 
dict guslty; and he was this day 
executed on a gibbet, erected oppo- 
fite Mr. Orrell’s houte. 

At this {effions al o came on the 
remarkable trial of Meflrs. Good- 
ridge and Evans, charged with 
forging the will of Mr. Thomas 
Sawre |, formerly a tallow-chandler, 
of Saffron-hill. ‘The principal wit- 
nefs to prove the charge was an at- 
torney, who fwore, that at the in- 
fligation of the prifoners he made 
the will in favour of one of the 
Goodridges, who was appointed in 
it executor and refiduary legatee. 
On his crofs examination by Mr, 
Erfkine he varied in many particu- 
lars; and heeven avowed, that he had 
fworn directly contrary to the evi- 
dence he now gave, in a caufe de. 
pending in Doctors Commons, to 
try the vaiidity of the will. - Seve- 
ral other witnefles, however, were 
called in confirmation of his evi- 
dence, and about half paft tee at 
night the profecuror finifhed his 
cafe. The prifoner’s countel then 
beran their defence, which lafted 
‘ill patt four in the morning, when 
the evidence given by the attorney 
and fome others was flatly contra- 
dicted in certain very material cir- 
cumitinces, and feveral witnefles 
were examined as to the relation- 
{hip and affection between the de- 
ceafed and the wife of Mr. Natha- 
niel Goodridge, and a great num- 
ber of refpectable pertons tettified 
the good charatter of the prifoners. 
The Judge, notwithftandiug his 
great fatigue, fully fummed wp the 
evidence, with obfervations onit, and 
the jury, without going outof court, 
pronounced a verdict of, not guilte, 

23, At a feflions of admiralty, 
(A 3) at 
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at the Old Bailey, on Saturday, 
Wm. Shaw Hines was tried tor 
iratically feizing, taking, and fail- 

ing away “with a cutter in the fer- 
sice of the cuttoms, on the 6th of 
March, 1781. It appeared on the 
trial, that the prifoner belonged to 
a fmuggling yawl, commanded by 
one Knight, and being deicried by 
the Swilt cruizer, on the coatt of 
Effex, was chated by her, come up 
with, and taken ; and the matter of 
the Switt proceeding to take the 
cargo of the yawl on board, was 
oppofed by the priloner, who find- 

img his men fuperior to thoie in the 
Swift, feized the matter and crew 
of the Switt, took them out to fea, 
and putting them into a ‘mall boat 
left them to fhift for themfelves. 
He was found guilty. [He was ex- 
ecuted on the 15th ef February fol- 
lowing] 

At this feifions, the opinion of 
the judges was delivered, by Mr. 
Juflice Willes, on the cafe of 
George Coombes, who, in Juve 
lait, was convicled of the murder 
ot, Mr. William Allen. (See Kol. 
Vi. poge 47.) The verdict had been 
lett {pecial for the opinion of the 
judges, which being againtt the 
ener he received fentence of 

lath, and was exec uted this day. 

25. Phe Coroner’s inqueft fat 
on the body of Charles Price, 
who wus lately committed to To- 
thill-tields Bridewell tor feveral 
forgenes on the Bank, and who 
vellerday hanged himielf in that 
prifon, ‘hey brovght in their 
verdict ielf-murder. 

This unhappy man, who was a- 
bout §2 years of age, had been ap- 
prchended at Mr, Aldus s, a pawn. 
broker, in Berwick- fireetr. He had 
patied through three examinations 
previous to his fuicide. Great muit 
have been the horrors of his mind 
betore he could corclucde upon his 
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own deftruction; but the compo. 
fure and deliberation with which 
he perfected it gave the finithing 
ftroke to his character. About the 
Royal Exchange he was wejj 
known. His natural propeniity to 
difoney was the {pring of all his 
misfortunes ; it made him fhitt from 
place to place to avoid the abufe of 
the mob, and the clamorous calls 
of lucky adventurers. His latt of. 
fice was the corner of King. ftreet, 
Covent-garden, whence he was dri. 
ven about fix years ago, by a mot 
unaccountable run of ill. luck, and 
etteemed himielf happy in a private 
decampment. 

Driven thus to expedients, and 
having a family of eight children 
to fupport, he turned his thoughts 
to that attempt which proved fo fa- 
tal to him. His firft attempt on 
the Bank was about the year 1780, 
when a forged note had been taken 
there, fo complete in all its parts, 
the engraving, the fignatures, the 
water-mark, &c. that it had patied 
through various hands unfufpected, 
and was not difcovered till t: came 
to a certain department in the 
routine of that office, through 
which no forgery whatever can pal? 
undifcovered. This occafioned 4 
confiderable alarm, and notes upon 
notes flowed in about the lottery 
and Chrifimas times, without even 
the leat pofh ibility of tracing ovt 
the firft negociator. Various con- 
fult tions were held, and plans laid, 
butin vain. 

Had Mr. Price permitted a part- 
nerin his proceeding, had he em- 
ployed an-engraver, bad he pto- 
cured paper to be made for him, 
with water-marks put into it, be 
muft have been foon difcovered ; 
but Price was himielf alone: be 
engraved his own plates ; he made 
his own peper, with the water- 
marks, and he was his own nego 

ciator, 
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ciatof, thereby confining a fecret to 
his own breatt, which he deemed 
not at eafe in the breatt of another ; 
even Mrs. Price had wot the leat 
fufpicion of his proceedings. Hav- 
ing practifed engraving till he had 
made himfelf fuflicient mafler of it, 
he then made his own ink to prove 
his own works: having purchafed 
implements, and manufactured the 
water-mark, he next fet himfelf to 
counterfeit the hand writings, and 
fucceeded fo far, as even to puzzle 
a part or the firlt body of men in 
the world. 

31. The long contefted caufe be- 
tween the vicar of Odiam, plain- 
tiff, and the chancellor of Sarum, 
and others, defendants, was lately 
fettled by the judges of the Ex- 
chequer, in favour of the plaintiff, 
by his having a prefcriptive tight 
to all fmall tithes, though he could 
not prodyee an endowment. By 
this decifion that right of the infe- 
rior clergy to the tithes of clo- 
ver-feed, turnip-feed, and all fmall 
tithes whatever, is finally fettled. 

Edinburgh, Fan. 20. The court 
of feflion this day determined a 
caufe of a very fingular nature :— 
Some years ago, the rev. Mr. 
William Shaw, formerly minifter of 
Ardolach, publifhed by fubferip- 
tion a Dictionary of the Gaclic 
Language. Previous to the publi- 
cation, propoials were exhibited to 
the public, containing an enume- 
ration of various particulars, which 
it was propofed fhould be inferted 
in the dictionary. After the dic- 
tionary was printed and publifhed, 
about four-fitths of the fubfcribers 
accepted of the book, and paid their 
fubfcription money ; but feveral of 
the fubfcribers declined paying their 
fubfcriptions, alleging, that, as the 
author had not fpecifically fulfilled 
the terms of his propofals, they 
were not bound to accept the book, 
which they alfo declared was a very 
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bad performance, and in no view a 
proper Dictionary of the Gaelie 
Languaye. An a‘tion was brought 
by Mr Shaw againtt the refracto- 
ry fubfcribers before the court of 
{effion, in which a proof was led, 
as to the merit of the work; and 
all the witneffes agreed, that the 
author had not fulfilled the terms 
of his propofals, although one or 
two of the witneffes, at the fame 
time, thought the dictionary was 
an acquifition to the Guelic lan- 
guage, and that they had derived 
confiderable benefit from it. The 
court were of opinion, that al- 
though the purfuer had not fulfill- 
ed the terms of his printed propo- 
fals, yet as the defenders could not 
inftruct that he had wilfully fup- 
prefied any of his materials, or 
been guilty of fraud or deceit in 
the execution of the book, the fub- 
fcribers were liable ; and the court 
alfo found the prifoner entitled to 
his expences. 


FEBRUARY. 
3. Caprain Raphel, of the brig 


Balil, who arrived at Liverpool on 
the 27th inft. on her paffage from 
Domini¢a, on “re 25th of December, 
lat. 26. 54- long. 66. 47. picked 
up the crew of the Charming 
Molly, from Bermudas to Turks 
Ifland, which vefiel had foundered 
three days before, when the crew, 
ten in number, took to the boat, 
to the ftern of which they tied a 
large log of wood, which ferved to 
keep her head to fea; in this fitu- 
ation they waited in hopes of being 
relieved by fome veflel: when capt. 
Raphel took them up they had about 
one pound of bread, and two gal- 
lons of water, the latter of which 
they gave to cach other in a wine 
glais full to a mouthful of bread, 
once in 12 hours. The boat 
(12 feet in leneth) being fo very 
finall, one half of the crew were 
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obliged to lie down in her bottom, 
as in any other fituation fhe would 
have been top-heavy. 

7. About three this morning a 
fire was difcovered in the lower 
apartinents of the houfe lately oc. 
eupied by the chamberlain, which 
is fuppofed to have begun in the 
rooms preparing for an office tor 
the city furveyor. The wind being 
very high, and the flames increafing 
with amazing rapidity, foon de- 
firoyed the chamberlain’s - ofhce 
(with the books in which were re- 
giftered the admiffions of treemen), 
and greatly damaged the houte 
adjoining ; but by the timely affit- 
ance of the comptroller and fo- 
licitor, with the carpenter to the 
fun fire-office, the city marfhal, 
with the military aflociation, and 
the extraordinary exertions of the 
engineers and fire.men, the ad- 
joining parts of Guildhall received 
very little damage, and the other 
offices and their contents were all 
faved. 

13. On Friday were tried before 
lord Mansfield, in the Court of 
King’s Bench, thirteen debtors 
confined in the faid prifon, who 
had been committed to the New 
Gaol, for attempting, in the morn- 
ing of the rath of Auguft laft, to 
blow up the walls of their prifon. 

The indi¢tment was laid againtt 
them for a confpiracy and mifde- 
meanour. They were all found 
guilty, and this day received fen- 
tence: the four ringieaders to be 
confined in Newgate three years, 
three of whom are to find fecurity 
for the fame term, after the expira- 
tion of their imprifonment; fix 
to be confined in Surrey Bridewell 
for two years; and three in the 
Houfe of Correction for the fame 
term, and to find fecurity for their 
good behaviour for two vears. 

28. The foreign prints mention 
the death of the cardinal de Solis, 
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archbifhop of Seville, at che ex. 
traordinary age of tio vears, 8 
months, and 14 days, in the fulj 
enjoyment of every faculty exce 
itrength and quicknefs of hearing, 
He ufed to tell his friends, whep 
afked what regimen he obferved, 
*¢ By being old when I was young, 
1 find myfelf young now I am old, 
I led.a fober, ftudious, but not, 
lazy or fedentary life. My dict was 
fparing, though delicate; my li. 
quors the beli wines of Xerez and 
La Mancha, of which I never 
exceeded a pint at any meal, except 
in cold weather, when I allowed 
myfelf a third more. 
walked every day, except in rainy 
weather, when I exerciled for a 
couple of hours. So tar I took 
care for the body ; and as to the 
mind, I endeavour to preferve it in 
due temper by a fcrupulous obe- 
dience to the divine commands, and 
keeping a con{cience void of offence 
towards God and man. By thefe 
innocent means I have arrived at 
the age of a patriarch with lefs 
injury to my health and conftitution 
than many experience at forty, 
J] am now, hike the ripe corn, ready 
for the fickle of death, and, by 
the mercy of my Redeemer, have 
{trong hopes of being trantlated into 
his garner.”?— Glorious old age!” 
faid the king of Spain. ‘+ Would 
to heaven he had appointed a fuc- 
ceflor ; for the people of Seville 
have been fo long ufed to excel- 
lence, they will never be fatisfied 
with the beft prelate IT can fend 
them.”? -- The cardinal was of @ 
noble houfe in the province of An- 
dalufia, and. the lait furviving fon 
of Don Antenio de Solis, hitto- 
riographer to Philip JV. and ave 

thor of the Conquett of Mexico. 
Rome, Feb. 17, The earl of 
Brifiol (bifhop of Londonderry) 4 
virtuoio and a liberal encourager of 
the fine arts, being a few days age 
at 
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at the Villa Medicis, to examine 
the paintings exhibited there, was 
ftruck with the works ot Mr. Ber- 
ger, a young pupil, native of 
Savoy. The Englifh nobleman 
particularly admired his print of 
Epaminondas drawing the {pear 
from his bowels: he immediately 
enquired for the author of ir, pur- 
chafed all his pictures at the price 
he fet,upon them, made him a pre- 
fent belides of 600 livres tour- 
nois, and fettled a penfion of sol. 

er annum, during his life, on con- 
ditioa ‘that he fhall yearly furnith 


‘him witha pictu re, Which his genius 


may fuggeit to him, and for which 
his benefactor will pay him, inde- 
pendent of his iaid pentfion. 


MARCH. 


1. The king of Sweden has pro- 
hibited the ufe of the terture in 
his dominions,. as inimical to juf- 
tice, and the interelis of humanity. 
The edict bears date Nov. 22, :785, 
although not publifhed before Fe- 
bruary 1786. ; 

6. Some villains broke into Bur- 
leigh ~houfe, near Stamford, the 
feat of the earl of Exeter, and ttole 
trom out of the jewel clo‘et a gold 
bafon and plate, and a variety of 
other curious articles toa very large 
amount. Many of the articles are 
invaluable to the noble owner, 
being fantily pfece:, handed down 
tiom his ancettors, the famous trea- 
furer Burleigh, &c. particularly the 
{poon which was ufed at the coro- 
nation of queen Elizabeth ; a num- 
ber of miniature paintings (one 
ot Oliver Cromwell, and feveral ot 
the Cecil family) ; fume efteemed 
antique pieces, fhells, pearls, &c. 

Dablin, Feb. 2<. Letters from 
Caftlebar, in the county of Mayo, 
by yelterday’s pott, bring the tol- 
lowing particulars ef a moft fhock- 
ing murder, A difference had for 
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fome time fubfiited between George 
Robert Fitzgerald, and Patrick 
Randal M*Donald, efqrs. Mr. 
M‘Donald kept much on his guard, 
as he received many informations, 
that feveral parties of Fitzgerald’s 
men Were looking out far him with 
an avowed determ nation to deftroy 
him. In the evening of the artt 
of February lait, Mr. M*Donaid 
went, for greater fecurity to. the 
houle of Mr. Martin, in the neigh- 
bourhood of Cafilebar, in company 
with Mr. Gallagher and Mr, Hip- 
fon. ‘They had been there but a 
few minutes, when the hou‘e was 
furrounded by a party of. armed 
men, who initantly broke in, bound 
Mr. M‘Donald, Mr. Gallagher, 
and Mr. Hipfon, and immediately 
carr-ed them off to ‘the houfe of 
Rockfield, where Fitzgerald, then 
was. After a fhort tlav an armed 
party led out the unforiunate gen- 
tlemen into the park. In a few 
feconds a platoon was fired, and 
laid Mr. Hipfon dead on the fpor. 
Mr. M* Donald, and Mr. Gallagher 
were ordered to go about so yards 
tarther, when a fecond platoon was 
fied. Mr, M*Donald inflantly fell 
dead, upwards of 50 flugs patling 
into his body. Mr. Gallagher re- 
ceived alto feveral flugs, but was 
not mortally wounded. However, 
he thought it prudent, after tiag - 
gering a tew yards, to tall and ap- 
pear motioniefs, in order to deceive 
the murderers. In this wounded 
flate they brought him back te 
Fitzgerald’s houle, where they had 
returned botatew minutes, when 
the houte was furrounded by the 
army from Caftlebar, many of the 
volunteers, gentlemen, and crowds 
of people from that town and neigh- 
bourhood. ‘They fpeedily gor into 
the houfe, delivered Mr. Gallagher 
in a moit critical moment, teized 
feveral of the murderers, and after 
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a long fearch found Fitzgerald 
bested wp in a large cheft, and hid 
under two blankets. He and feve- 
ral of his people were immediately 
condudied to Cattlebar, and fately 
lodged in the gaol, The tame 
evening a party of armed men 
broke into the gaol, fired feveral 
fhot at Mr. Fitzgerald, and much 
wounded him. 

Oftend, Fe. 25. The Dutch 
Eaft India company feems nuw at 
its laft gafp. The miflive they 
have prefented to the ftates of Hol- 
land, is a full proof of it, It is as 
follows : 

* Noble, great, and powerful Lords, 

** Being underthe necetlity ot lay- 
ing before your great mighrinefles 
our want of money, we think it 
our indifpenfable duty to inform 

our mightinefles that this want 
om come to fuch extremity, that it 
we do not obtain fome atfittance we 
fhall be obliged to ftop payment in 
a month’s time. 

* Being defirous todo every thing 
in our power to prevent the dange- 
rous moment, we think ourfelves 
bound to addrefs their high migh- 
tineffes (the ftates general) praying 
them that they would be pleated 
to contribute to the utmott of their 
power to prevent the fall of the 
company, and conifequently the 
ruin of ovr country. Permit us 
alfo to renew this requett to you, 
and to implore that you will have 
a difpofition as favourable as ready 
to comply with our petition otf the 
i7th of January, by which we 
recommend to you the interett of a 
million of people. We pray God, 
&c.” 

This petition is figned by the di- 
rectors and principal proprietors 
of the Eaft India company at Am- 
tterdam. 

Chelmsford, Mare> 8. The noted 
Frances Davis was tried this day 
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racter of a horfe-desler. 
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at our affizes, for a remarkable 
robbery, in the dwelling-houfe of 
Agnes Bennet, the Three Rabbits 
between Ilford and Stratford ; the 
having ftolen thereout cath and 
bank notes, tothe amount of 12501, 
the property of Jahn Wrigglef. 
worth. It appeared -that this wo. 
man committed the robbery in the 
following extraordinary manner, 
She difguaifed herfelf in men’s ap- 
parel, and came to the above public 
houfe, enquiring for lodging, pre- 
tending to be going to town. Being 
told that fhe could have one, the 
ingratiated herfelf into the com. 
pany of Mr. Wriggle!worth, who 
is 2 capital grafier, of Gosfield, in 
this county, and was going to 
Smithfield market next morning, 
to whom fhe affumed the cha- 

In the 
courfe of converfation fhe con- 
trived to difcover the contents of 
Mr. Wrigglefworth’s canvas bag. 
After fupper, each retired to a {e- 
parate room, and early in the morn- 
ing the Aorfe-dealer opened the 
chamber door of Mr. Wrigglei- 
worth, whom the caught afleep, 
and taking his breeches from under 
his head, went off with the fum 
above mentioned. 

The nexe day fhe paid a vifit toa 
female acquaintance in Newgate, 
gave her a guinea, and a pair ot 
filver buckles, and boafted of the 
exploit: this woman communicat- 
ed the fecret to another perfon, 
and the confequence was, that 
Mrs. Davis was, the next day, ap- 
prehended in the Borough, with 
fomething more than go: 1. on her, 
the remainder having never been 
recovered, Pofitively fworn to by 
Mr. Wrigglefworth and the people 
of the houte, although fo difguited, 
fhe was found guilty, and the judge 
immediately pafled fentence ef death 
on her, obferving, that from the 
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art and addrefs with which the 
robbery was plauned and completed, 
he did not think it could have been 
her firft offence ; indeed he well 
knew it was not, for fhe had been 
the terror of that courty for fome 
years back, and therefore advifed 
her not to flatter herfelf that, in this 
cafe, her fex could afford her any 
protection. [She evas reprieved before 
the judge left the town, and after- 
avards tranfported. | 

16. This day was held a general 
court at the bank, when the chair- 
man communicated to the pro- 
prietors the following information, 
viz. ‘That the directors had agreed 
to prolong the payment of the loan 
of two millions which had been 
lent to government, upon condition 
that the fame fhould be redeemed 
at halt a million per annum. The 
proprietors approved of the mea- 
jure and it was agreed to. The 
chairman next proceeded to inform 
the proprietors, that as the national 
debt had increafed {5 confiderably, 
the directors had agreed with the 
minifter to undertake the manage- 
ment of the bufineis at the rate of 
4sol. tor each million, inttead of 
s621. which had hitherto been paid 
for it. This circumiiance made a 
faving to government of 25,000}. 
a year. The proprietors approved 
alio of this meafure, and it was 
a_reed to, 
Hermanfladt, inTranfilwania, Fan. 0. 

We have here a irefh proot of 
the degree ot perfection to which 
unfortunate perfons, deprived of 
ight, can carry the fenfe of feeling. 
A blind man of this city has em- 
ployed himfelf in joinery work, 


which he executes with fuch art 
as to afionifh the beit workmen ; 
the latter doubted a long time whe- 
ther he did it himfelf, and ima- 
gined he only lent his name to fome 
able workman, who made ufe of 
this means to difpofe of his work 
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more readily, and to greater ad- 
vantage, and they made him work 
under their infpection. The ma- 
giftrates on their teftimony have 
permitted the blind man to conti- 
nue his work, and difpofe of it for 
his own advantage. 

Rome, Feb. 15. In rt Tse 
of a meeting relative to the affair of 
the cardinal Rohan, the pope un- 
expectedly called a confiftory on 
Monday latt, when it was refolved 
to allow the cardinal fix months to 
appear here in perfon, or to fend 
a reprefentative to give an account 
of his arreit; and if he does not 
clear himfelt in that time, the pope 
and the holy college are determined 
to degrade him from the dignity of 
cardinal. (See Vol. 7. page 6+.) 

Launcefion, March 28. This 
day captain Douglas was tried 
for the murder of Mr. Wal- 
ton. (See Vol. VI. page 58.) 
After a hearing of four hours 
and a half, the jury retired for a 
few minutes, and returned with a 
verdict of manilaughter. Sentence 
of imprifonment for one year, and, 
a tine of a fhilling, was then pafle 
on him. 

30. An action was tried this 
month betore Mr. juftice Buller, at 
Guildhall, in which lord Lough- 
borough was plaintiff, and John 
Walter, printer of the Univerfal 
Resifter, defendant, for a libel in 
propagating an infamous report, 
hizhly injurious to the honour and 
character of the defendant. The 
jury gave a verdict for the defend- 
ant, with rsol. damages. 
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1. On Wednefday evening 
was decided at the affizes at King- 
{ton, before Mr. juflice Gould, the 
great caufe which held three days, 
brought by way of indictment, at 
the fuit of the corporation of Lon- 
don, as gonfervaters of the river 
Thames, 
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Thames, againft Mr. Watfon, a 
fhipwright and wharfinger, at Ro- 
therhithe, for obftructing the navi- 

tion by erecting a floating dock. 
The Jurys after five hours delibe- 
ration, found the detendant guilty. 

2. Letters from Berlin fay, that the 
king of Pruffia, on the death of co- 
lonel Vantrofcke, a very valuable 
officer, fent the following letters to 
his widow : 

I. ** The death of colonel Van- 
trofcke, your hufband, command- 
ing the regiment of Old Waldeck, 
has affected me in a very particular 
manner. By his death I am de- 
prived of a brave and good officer ; 
duch was the reputation he enjoyed 
univerfally, and I know tull well 
how to value the important fervices 
he has rendered me. The infignia 
of the order of Merit which he 
received from me, and which you 
return With thanks to me for the 
favours I had conferred on him, 
will remain for you and your chil- 
dren everiafling tokens of the well- 
earned diflinction which he received 
at my hands. But I fhall not ftop 
here ; you may, on the contrary, 
reit aflured, that I certainly will 
neither forget the widow of fo de- 
ferving an officer, nor the children 
that he has left behind. Let me 
know, without any referve, the 
real ftate of your domettic con- 
cerns at the moment of his death, 
the number and age of your chil- 
dren. Communicate this matter to 
me, as to one ever dilpofed to give 
you a proof of his benevolence.” 

Pot/dam, Fan. 21. 

In the king’s own hand. 

“ PLS. 1 have honoured your 
hufband, as the model of an exce!- 
lent ofhcer ; but fince, alas! he is 
no more, I fhall be to his children 
a father: I mean to do for them 
and his widow all that a parent 
could have done; let me have only 
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the true ftate of your means, and 
I engage to do the needful for the 
fatis! action of the family,” 

Il. 2 I fhall between this and 
next Trinity lay out 20,000 rix. 
dollars in the purchafe of an eifate 
for your three children, the whole 
direction and management of which 
fall remain in your hands. Yoy 
mult apply to the eccletfiaftical 
department, to fee whether there 
be two vacancies in a nunnery 
within the county of Cleves, or 
the province of Weftphal'a, for 
your two young ladies ; when mar- 
riageable, I fhail take them away, 
and fettle them in the world. 

(Signed) FREDERIC.” 

Edinburgh, March 25. We hear 
from Perth, that on ‘Tuefday latt, 
the foundation of a large village 
to be called Pitcarine Green, was 
laid by the proprietor, Thomas 
Graham, efq. of Balgowan. 

The ceremonv was attended by 
Mrs. Graham, lady C. Graham, 
lady Charlotte Erfkine, &c. amidit 
the acclamations of a grateful po- 
pulace, who were liberally enter- 
tained by their beloved landlord, 
This village, the principal fquare 
of which will contain about eighty 
houles, is to be built in confe- 
quence of an extenfive Callico 
printing field, lately eftablifhed at 
Cromwell Park, in its immediate 
neighbourhood, by Meff. William 
Macalpine and Co, who are allo to 
erect machinery for the {pinning ot 
cotfone 

4- The following dreadful acci- 
dent happened lately at Brodie- 
houle, near Forres, in North-Bri- 
tain: lady Margaret Brodie, lifter 
to the earl of Fite, after fpending a 
cheerful evening, retired about 11 
o'clock to her bed-chamber, where 
one of her five children (a daughter 
nine years old) was in bed, being 
her coniiant bedfellow, It is fup- 
Pp fled 
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nofed her ladyfhip took a book, 
“und while readiog by the fire, her 
clothes caught. She ran to the 
bed, in order probibly to fave her 
child, but the curtains alfo took fire. 
She then fell, and perifed in the 
flames. The fhricks of the poor 
child alarmed the fervants, as they 
did alfo Mr. Brodie, who flept in the 
room over lady Margaret. The 
fervants, however, happily got out 
the child unhurt, but Mr. Brodie 
was much burnt in dragging out of 
the flames the burnt body of his 
Witt. at 

s. Yefterday came on the election 
of a governor and deputy gover- 
nor of the Bank of England for 
the year enfuing, when George 
Peters, eiqg. was chofen governor, 
and Edward Darell, efq. deputy- 
governor. And this day came on 
the election of 2. directors, when 
the following gentlemen were cho- 
fen: Samuel Beachcroft, efq. Daniel 
Booth, efq. T. Boddington, efq. 
Roger Boehm, efq. Samuel Botan- 
quer, efq. Lyde Browne, efq. 
Richard Clay, efq. William Cooke, 
efq. Bignel Coney, ef). Thomas 
Dea, efq. William Ewer, efq. Peter 
Gauflen, efq. Daniel Giles, efq. 
John Harriton, efq. T. Scott 
Jackfon, efq. Richard Neave, efq. 
Edward Payne, efq. Chriftopher 
Puller, efq. Thomas Raikes, elq. 
Godtrey ‘Thornton, efq. Samuel 
Thornton, efq. Mark Weyland, 
efq. Benjamin Winthrop, eiq, 
Benjamin Whitmore, jun. efq. 

Gloucefer, April 3. On Sunday 
the 26th of March two young wo- 
men, and three young men, of the 
neighbourhood of Weftbury, in 
{pite of the admonitions of their 
fiiends, determined to take plea- 
fure on the Severn, initead of going 
to church, and whilit they were 
failing down the ftream, a fudden 
fquall of wind overfet the boat, 


The two women and one of the 
men were inftantly drowned. The 
other two men got upon the bottom 
of the boat, and were toffed to and 
fro upon the river till four o’clock 
the next morning, when they 
grounded on a fand bank, and with 
the utmoft difficulty and hazard 
got to fhore, nearly ftarved to 
death. 

iz. Came on the ballot for 
fix directors of the Eatt-India com- 
pany, at the clofe of which the 
numbers were, 

For Jofeph Sparkes, efq. 
Richa Hall, eiq. + oon 
William Bentley, efq. 746 
John Hunter, efq. 648 
John Sith, efq, 647 
John Travers, efq. 623 
George Tatem, cig. 444 
John Lewis, efq. 417 

Whereupon the drt fix gentle- 
men were declared duly elected. 

John Michie and John Mot- 
teaux, efqrs. are elected chairman 
and deputy-chairman of the Eatt- 
India company. 

The court of directors made the 
following arrangement of their fer- 
vants at Bengal and Madrafs, in 
confequence of the new India bill 
having received the royal affent, 
viz. earl Cornwallis is appointed 
governor-general and commander 
in Chief. General Sloper recalled, 
and to receive an annuity, of 
1sool. for life. The Bengal coun- 
cil to contilt of earl Cornwallis, 
Meff. Macpherfon, Stables, and 
Stuart; and Mr, John Shore to 
fucceed to the firft vacancy in the 
fupreme council, ‘The fyftem of 
uniting the chief tivil and military 
authority to take place at each pre- 
fidency ; of courfe, governor fir 
Archibald Campbell is appointed 
governor and commander in chicf 
at Madrafs. General Dalling alfa 
recalled, with an annuity of -“ 
Os 
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for life. The Madrafs council 
to confit of fir Archibald Camp- 
bel, Meff. Daniel, Davidion, and 
Caflamajor. 

The direftors alfo granted an 
annuity of ssool. per ano. to lord 
Macartney, as a contideranon for 
the unexampled integrity and abi- 
lity .difplayed by that nobleman 
during his adminiitration at Fort St. 
George, 

Carthagena, March 18. The be- 

inning of this month an Algerine 
Park. of 26 guns, took a Neapoli- 
tan armed {ettee within three hours 
fail of this port, after a bloody cone 
teit. The next day the burk, with 
her prize, fell in with two Portu- 

ucfe frigates and an armed polacre, 
and a moft defperate battle enfued, 
for upwards of thre hours, till at 
latt the bark’s mails, with moft of 
her rigying, were cut to pieces, her 
rudder fhot asay, and fhe in a ve- 
ry leaky condition ; yet fhe and her 
prize kept firing fuch inceffant 
jhowers of grape-fhot into the 
queen's flips »s killed and wound- 
ed a vait number of people ; the 
men of war alfo kept a continual 
and well directed cannonading intro 
the pirates, till they funk the bark, 
and retook the fettee; but as foon 
as the Portuguefe came to board 
and take poffeilion of the prize, the 
Algerines fet fire to her in three 
places, and her captain, together 
with all the crew, jumped inro the 
fea, and were drowned ; when the 
inflantly blew up, and the prize- 
mafter and all his people on board 
perifhed, 

13. This day a man was com- 
mitted’ to the New Guol, charged 
with a murder, at Godtiowe, in 
Surry, attended with circumitances 
of the moft vindictive cruelty, He 
Wis a pauper, who, under the falfe 
‘sag 8 ot being a cripple, had 
ong been a charge upoa the pa- 
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rifh; but being detected by Mr, 
Buit, a furgeon of that town, the 
villain vowed revenge; and this 
day he feized the opportunity to 
put his diabolical purpofe in execy. 
tion. He had, as ufual, taken his 
ftand upon the road to beg alms, 
fupported by crutches ; and on Mr. 
Burt’s paffing trom his own houfe 
to the poor-houfe, accompanied by 
his fon, a lad about ten years of 
of age, after exclaiming, * There 
‘6 goes that rafcal Burt,” he threw 
a bill at his legs, which fortunate. 
ly miffed them, and then purfuing, 
and prefeptly overtaking him, by 
a blow from his crutch brought 
him to the ground; this was fol. 
lowed by a repetition of blows up. 
on the head with his hand-bill, nll 
he actually buried the bill in Mr, 
Burt’s fkull. Mr. Burt’s hand was 
fevered from the arm in endeavour- 
ing to fave his head. At this mo- 
ment, the little boy, feizing the 
murderer’s crutch, ftruck him fuch 
a blow as to ftagger him; but, fear- 
ing his father’s fate, ran to call af- 
fiftance ; and in the mean while the 
villain made off; but was foon af- 
trr found hid in a copfe. On his 
being feized, he lamented that the 
overfeers had elcaped his ven- 
geance. Had he pone for them, 
he fhould have died contented, 
What he was not able to effect, his 
wife has threatened to perpetrate, 
if her hufband is hurt. 

Mrs. Burt, who had only a 
month to go in her pregnancy with 
her feventh child, is reduced to the 
moft deplorable fituaticn by this 
dreadful calamity, which has like- 
wife greatly affected the health and 
fpirits of the poor child that was a 
witnels of it. [The humanity of the 
public qvas greatly interefed in this 
unhappy affair; aid a fubfcription 
being fet on foot by the benevolent Dre 
Hawes » Very d; ber al coutridutions were 
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procured for the future fupport of the 
unfortunate widow and her children. ) 

"—Yetterday twelve maletactors 
were executed before Newgate. 
"the morning preceding the execu- 
tion, major Arabin, called in New- 
gate upon Thomas Burdett (who 
was to be executed next day, for 
breaking open the houte ot Mr. 
Chanceller, at Holywell Mount), 
and afked whether he knew any 
thing of the robbery of his houte, 
on the 7th of March laft. (See Vol. 
Rl. page 21.) To this Burdet an 
fwered in the afhrmative. The 
major then detired to know if he 
had any accomplices, and if they 
were {till at large; to which Bur- 
dett replied, ** You, Major, I fup- 
pote, call yourfelf a man of ho- 
nour !”—** Yes,”’——*+ So do I.”"—- 
«Have you any hope’ of a par- 
don ?”—** No; nor would I make 
the defired difcovery to procure it 
and my immediate enlargement, I 
have long been a wicked man; I 
deferve the punifhment I am going 
10 fuffer, and aim perfectly refigned.” 

Hereford, April iz. This even- 
ing, the weft tower of our church 
untortunately fell down.—For a- 
bout nine days before the tower fell, 
the ftone work of the infide roof 
kept falling, but nobody fufpected 
the tower itfelt to fall ull between 
fix and feven this evening, when 
all that beautitul and magnificent 
itructure fell down; and with it 
part of the body of the church. 
There was a great number ot peo- 
ple in the church-yard, but none 
were hurt. 

‘This tower was efteemed one of 
the moft beautiful and majeitic re- 
mains of Gothic architecture that 
were to be found in the kingdom. 
The height of it was 125 feet. Ie 


was creéted in the 12th century by 
files de Bruce, then bithop of 
Hereford, . 
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24. The Society of Antiquaries 
met at their apartments ia aon 
fet Place, and elected the follow. 
ing noblemen and gentlemen as 
Council and Offeers for the year 
entuing. 

OLD COUNCIL 
The earl of Leicetter, F. R.S. 
Thomas Afile, efq. F. R.S. 
Sir Joteph Banks, bart. P. R.S. 
The Rev. John Brand, M, A. 
Owen Salufbury Brereton, F. R. S. 
Edward Bridven, efy. F. RS. 
Kichard Gough, eiq. F. R. S. 
Michael Lort, D. D, F- RS, 
Rev. William Norris, M, A. 
John Peachy, etg. F. R. 5. 
John Topham, ety. F. R. S. 

Ni W COUNCIL, 
George lord Arden, F. R. S. 
John lord bifhop of Bangor, F. R.S. 
Guttavus Brander, efg. F. R. S. 
John lord Cardiff. 
Kev. John Douglas, D. D. F. RS. 
RK. Banks Hodgkinfon, F. R. S. 
Kichard Jackfon, efq. 
George duke of Montagu, F.R.S. 
Sir William Mufgrave, bart. F. RS, 
Richard Warren, M. D. F. R.S. 

OFFICERS. 

The earl of Leiceiter, Prefident. 
kdward Bridgen, efq. Treafurer. 
Richard Gough, efq. Director. 
William Norris, M. A. Secretary. 
John Brand, M. A. ditto. 

After which the Prefident ap- 
pointed the following Gentlemen 
Vice-Pretidents : 

Owen Salufbury Brereton, efq. 

The rev. Dr. Lore, 

Sir William Mufyrave, bart. 

John Douglas, LD. D. 

23. It has been obferved, that, 
though robbery is leis frequent in 
France than in England, yer mur- 
der with robbery is much more pre- 
valent. Ot this the following is a 
melancholy and very recent ine 
flance. 

Capt. Roverts, of Shoreham, in 
returning 
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_feturning from Paris to Dieppe, 
having occafion to change his horfe, 
flopped at a houfe on the road for 
that purpofe, at a time when no 
hiorfe happened to be »t home. Ra- 
ther than wait the return of one, 
he chofe to walk forward, defiring, 
at the fame time, if one fhould re- 
turn foon, that it might be fent af- 
wr him; he accordingly fet out, 
but had not been gone long betore 
ahorfe came home, whigh, agree- 
able to his defire, was immediately 
fent after him by a fervant, who, 
overtaking the captain, alighted 
for him to mount, which he was a- 
bout to do, when the villain, tak- 
ing advantage of his potture, drew 
out a long knife, and gave him 
three ftabs m the back, ot which 
he inftantly died on the fpot. The 
affaiin then robbed him of what 
money he had, and having dragged 
the body to fome diftance out of 
the road, remounted his matler’s 
horfe and rode home, faying, on his 
return, that he could not overtake 
the gentleman. He had not been 
at home long before fufpicions fell 
on the perpetrator, who, it was re- 
marked, was unufually flufh of mo- 
ney, and not being able to give an 
account how he came by it, he was 
taken up, and confeffed the fact. 

Two days after, the body was 
difeovered by fome perfons of fa- 
flion, who were led to it by their 
dogs. By fome papers found in 
tlre deceafed’s pockets, his name 
and connexions were known, 

The murderer had feen Capt. Ro- 
berts take out his purfe at his maf- 
ter’s houfe, which, he faid, tempt- 
ed him to the commiffion of the 
horrid crime. 

2-. This evening the daughter 
of the earl of Salifbury was chrif- 
tened at his lordfhip’s hou in 
Arlington-ftrect. ‘Their Majetties, 
with the Prirceis Royal, were {pon- 
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fors. Every preparation was made 
to celebrate the ceremony with the 
utmoft fplendor. ‘The Princefs Roy. 


al went firft in her chair, The 
Queen next in her chair, The 
King laft in his chair. Lady Sa. 


lifbury fat up in her bed to receive 
them. ‘The bed was of green da 
matk, with flowers in feftoons, and 
lined with orsnge-coloured filk, 
The counterpane was white fattin, 
The queen was dreffed in dark 
green, coloured with filver gauze; 
but ornamented with the greateft 
profufion of dianonds perhaps ever 
feen at one time. Her head was 
covered with diamonds ; diamond 
ttoumacher ; diamond fleeve bows; 
diamond bouquet, &c. &c. The 
king was dretled in fearlet, mof 
fuperbly embroidered with ‘gold; 
diamond George, diamond hat. 
buckle, &e. The Princefs Royal 
was in light green, covered with 
filver gauze. ‘(he company pre- 
fent were the earls of Hillfborough, 
Talbot, Exeter, Effex, Clarendon, 
Denbigh, Waklegrave, Aylesford, 
Aylefbury, marquis of Lothian, 
countefs Talbot, lord and lady 
Fairford, countefs of Effex, coun- 
tefs of Clarendon, and Mrs. Strode. 
—The archbifhop of Canterbury 
performed the fervice.—The queen 
received the child from lidy kflex, 
and the archbifhop received it 
from the queen, who named it, 
GEORGINA = CHARLOTTA-AUGUS+ 
ta. Their majefties ftaid about 
an hour and a half, during which 
time none of the company fit down. 
About ten o’clock their majefties, 
and the princefs roya!, returned to 
the queen’s houte. 
The prefent which his majefly 
gives on this oceafion, is a picce 
plite of one hundred and twenty 
ounces weight, which is infcri 
with the name of the child, the 
{fponfors, &¢. 
—— MAY. 
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1. About fix o’clock there was 
a very imart fall of fhow for near 
20 minutes; which was fucceeded 
by an intenfe froft, which prov- 
ed fatal co the bloffoms wherever it 
was telt; and, between ro and 1, 
were fome of the mott luminous ap- 
pearances of the aurora borealis 
ever feen in this kingdom: the cor- 
rufeations were as vivid as the flafh- 
es of lightning in the hottett fealon, 
Uirechr, April 30. The ailembly 
of the Seventeen have add: eiled an 
official letter to Mr. Pitt, minifter 
of ftate to his Britannic I Majetty, 
thanking him for the generous af- 
fiftance he gave to the Verboorg 
Eaft Ind aman, while in the har. 
vd of Dartmouth. [74/s fbip had 
put iato the port of Dartmouth in 
great diff efi, a contagious diforder 
raging among the crew. Be inh: tbi- 


fants mot daring to admit them into the 


towa, Mr. Pitt brought in a bill, 
our’ A avent rapidly “through both 
houfes, and received the royal affent, 
authorizing the immediate ereclion of 
pro er buildings on Shore, for the ac- 
commodation and secovery of the dif- 
, ‘effed foam. n. | 
8. Copy of a letter from Mr. Jenner, 
to the Right Hon. Lord Geor: ge 
Gordon. — 
“ My Lord, 

“Tn anfwer to your lord Nip’s 
letter, I acquaint you, thar it is im- 
pr oflible to hear the cau'e ot Hendry 
avainit Kidd, with any fafety to my 
client, w thout your evidence; and 
though I would do every thirtg 
Which propriety would admit of, to 
accomodate your lordthip, I can- 
not facrifice the intereit of my em- 
ployers to the fcruples of ors. 
It therefore only rem: tins for me, 
in compliance with your |: wathip’s 
requett, to acjuaiat you, that if 
you do not ob--y ra? compullory, 
by appearing aad undergo ng your 

1750+ 








examinition, the excommunica‘ion 
will be publifhed in the face of the 
church on Sunday next, forty davs 
after which (your lordfhip fall 
perfifing in your refulal to under 
go your examination), your con- 
rempt of the author ity of the court 
will be fignitied to his majelty, and 
(the ecclefiaftical couris having no 
farther power) the temporal cowrts 
will be applied to for a writ de ex- 
comnunicato capiendo, by virtue 
of which you wi'l be imprifoned 
ull you comply with the order of 
the court. 

I have only to add, that it is, 
aud has been, during the whole of 
this bufinefs, my earneft with to 
fhew every refpect and attention to 
your Lordthip’s rank and fituation ; 
and nothing but my indifpenfable 
duty to my clients could induce me | 
tu proceed to thele extremities, 

‘¢T am, my Lord, | 

«Your Lordfhip’s | 
‘6 Mott obedient fervanr, | 
“R, JENNER. 
‘© Doctors Commons, May 5.” 

Lord George Gordon was excom- | 
mun cated severe & from the pa- 

| 







































rifh church of St. Maric-le-bonne, 
The excommunication was very 
long, and took near twenty minutes 
to read it before the fermon. 

— On monday the 1ft inf. earl 
Cornwallis embarked on board the 
Swallow packet at Porefmouth, and 
failed immedia:ely for the Eatt In- 
dics. After beating about the Iile 
of Wight for fome days, the Swal- 
low was obliged to return to Portf- 
mouth, 

His Majefty, previous to the de- ° 
parture ot earl Cornwallis, cons 
ferred on him the honour of knight- 
hood, as a preliminary to his hav- 
ing tranfiniteed to him, and being 
invett.d ia India w ith, the Blue 
Ribband. 

The manner in which the king 
m de known his intenuon of giving 

(B) the 
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the vacant blue ribband to lord 
Cormwallis, reflects the hizheft luf- 
tre on his character.— It was after 
his lordthip had taken his final keave, 
and was prparing to withdraw.— 
¢ I now do it,” faid his Majetty, 
‘to obviate every unworthy idea 
that might be entertained, that your 
lordfhip had made terms with your 
fovereign.” 

The above is fact; but for the 
return of the Swallow packet the 
above circumftance had not tranf- 
pired, as lord Cornwallis kept it a 
fecret here from his moft intimate 
friends. 

8, Yeflerday between one and 
two in the morning, a fire broke out 
in Mr. Gillebrand’s houfe in Lud- 
gate-ftreet, which confumed the 
fame, and the houfe of Mrs. New- 
bery adjoining, together with one 
other houfe backwards, and greatly 
damaged the houfe of Mr Shuttle- 
worth, opucian, Mr. Wightwick, 
watchmaker, in Ludgate-ftreet, the 
houfe of Mr. Gould in St. Paul’s 
church-yard, and the back-pait of 
Mr. Wall's, adjoining. The flames 
were fo rapid, that the maid fervant 
of Mr. Gillebrand fell a facrifice to 
their fury; and Mr. Gould with 
difficulty faved his two daughters at 
the imminent danger of his own life. 

11. Thecelebrated caufe between 
Mifs Mellith and Mifs Rankin was 
reheard before lord Loughborough, 
in the court of common pleas, when, 
after a trial of eleven hours, the 
jury brought in a verdict for Mifs 
Rankin. (See Vol. VI. page 49-) 

New York, March 28. A gentle- 
men of south Carolina, has invent- 
ed a machine, thet will raife water 
in any quantity, from 59,000 to 
10¢,000 gallons per minut’, from 
26 fret in height to 200 feet per- 
pendicular¢ alte pumps that will 
fill an indigo vat in one minute; their 
conftruction jimple, and ealily 
worked; pumps to throw an a- 


mazing quantity of water out of 
thips or veffels, fo as to preven: 
them from finking, fhould they un. 
fortunately ftart a plank; pumps 
for ttopping and putting out fires 
in cities, &c. even when the wind 
blows high. 

18. The purfer of the Rodney 
Inciaman, Henry Wakeman, con. 
mander, from Coaft and Buy, came 
to the Eaft India houle with an ac. 
count of the fafe arrival of the faid 
fhip in the Downs ; the Rodney 
failed outward bound from the 
Downs, the 15th March, 1785, 

The Rodney has brought the fol- 
lowing account of the lofs of the 
Montague Indiaman, written by 
Mr. James Elliot, who belonged to 
that unfortunate fhip. 

“ December 6, 1785, as we lay at 
Diamond Point, about feventy miles 
below Calcutta, we had taken in 
ake bags of falt-petre, and were 

owing them; the caulker’s mate 
was going to heat pitch upon the 
upper deck, to pay his work: he 
called down tie fore - hatchway 
to the gunner’s boy, to hand 
him up fome fire, upon a fimall 
fhovel of the armourer’s, te 
make a fire in the forge, to heat 
his pitch; the boy handing the 
fire up the fore-hatchway (the 
fore-hatches being unl|aid) let a piece 
of the fire fall down upon the 
faltpetre (one of the bags having 
burit) ; there was locfe falt-petre 
in the fquare of the hatchway, 
which immediately caught fire. We 
attempted to fmother it; but the 
flames increafed fo faft, that we 
could not ftay above three minutes 
in the hold after fhe firft took fire. 
Mr, Benger, the chief officer, came 
down into the hold, bu was forced 
to go up again immediaely Our 
cutter and yawl were haued on 
fhore, and the long-boat was a- 
yroundin Diamond Creek. [came 


out of the hold with the chief of- 
ficer, 
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ficer, and went into the ftern gal- 
lery to look for a boat, The third 
ter was then almoft along-fide 
the Dutton, with fome men in the 
jolly-boar. Perc@ving there was 
no afittancé near, I left Mr. Ben- 
ger in the ftern-gallery, and got 
out of one of the quarter-ports in- 
to the mizen chain, and jumped o- 
vyerboard; when I fwam undcr the 
ftern, Mr. Benger was hanging 
by a rope, which he quited, and 
immediately the fhip blew up. I 
never faw any more of Mr. Benger, 
Mr. Williams, the third officer, 
picked me up in the jolly-boat, 
with a great many more. I was 
not above twenty-yards from the 
fhip when fhe blew up. From the 
firft of her taking fire till her ex- 
plofion, did not exceed five minutes. 
We lott Mr. Benger, the chief of- 
ficer; Mr. M‘Intofh the fifth ofh- 
cer; Mr. Sampfon, furgeon’s-mate ; 
Mr. Wier, Mr. Vincent Williams, 
Mr. Collins; Mr. Chamberland, 
midfhipman; Mr. Sangfter, guns 
ner; and twenty-five foremaft men.” 

Peterborough, May 17. On Sun- 
day mofning, about one o’clock, 
a murder was committed near this 
place, by a young man nated Hen- 
ry Lowe, on the body of Mr. Ro- 
bert Shenftone, a grazier, three 
miles from hence. Mr. Shenftone 
kept an inn, which Lowe ufed, and 
was got in his debt, and retufed be- 
ing trufted any longer, and know- 
ing Shenftone was come to this mdr- 
ket on Saturday to fell fome fat 
beafts, and that he generally re- 
turned home late in the evening, 
he rook that opportunity of reveny- 
ing it, tor which purpofe he had 
planted himfelf on the fecond ftep 
of Mr. Shenftone’s door with a 
large wooden hammer; about one 
o'clock Mr. Shenttone got home, 
put his horfe in the ftable, and was 
going into his houfe, the family be- 
ing all gone to bed; as foon as he 
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came to the firft ftep of his door, 
atid feeing a man ftand upon the 
next, with a great club in both his 
hands oxtaasiea’ over his head, 
Mr. Shenitone tlopped fhort, and 
fuid, ** What now ¢” The words 
were {carce out of his mouth before 
the blow came upon his head, which 
felled him to the grout; after that 
the villain {truck him teveral times, 
then picked his pockets of eight 
guineas, half a crown piece anda 
fixpence, but did not take any bank 
notes or b lls, though Mr. Shen- 
ftone had many about him. During 
all this time none of the family 
were difturbed, fo that Mr. Shen- 
ftone lay in that condition till his 
people vot up, at their ufual hour, 
on Sunday morning. 

Lowe was feen loitering about 
this city all day on Sunday, and 
ohferve to look very dull, and trem- 
ble much, which gave people rea- 
fon to fufpect that he was the man; 
however he went off on the fame 
evening, but the coroner the next 
morning, after fitting on the body, 
difpatched two men in quett of 
Lowe, who was found playing at 
nine pins, at Market Decping, on 
Monday afternoon, and brought to 
this city before the Juflices, when 
he conteffed the whole. When the 
two men entered the fhittle ground 
iu fearch of him, he cried out, 
‘¢ Well, my lads, I am the man 
you feek: come, I will go with 
you, for it was me that killed Mr. 
Shenftone.” 

20. The forcign prints mention, 
that the famous Mr. Blanchard af- 
cended, on the +8th ult. for the 
t~th time, from Douay, in French 
Flanders. This voyage, from the 
violence of the wind,.niay be con- 
fidered as the moft perilous experi- 
ment which this wonderful aero- 
naut gver made. He went’g’ miles 
in the fame number of minutes, and 
defcended at |’Etwile, a village in 
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Picardy. Over St. Amand, in Ar 
tois, hedropped the following letter : 
To the Editors of the Paris Journal. 

~ In the air, April :#, 17:6. 

¢¢ J am reckoned an original, and 
am proud of the title. With an 
unfleady band, on the border ot 
my undulating car, and fearing 
eightcen thoufand feet above the 
furface of *ic¢ terrefirial glebe, an 
immenfity of ‘pace at my feet, and 
a wide extent of airy regions betore 
me, 1 addrefs, gentiemen, this 
letter to you. IT imtend to drop it 
over the firft town | fee when I am 
decending, and wil fend you a 
more particular account, when | 
ain firmly fixed ov the carth, and at 
leifure to make the neccflary cal- 
culations. 

** I have the honour, &c. 
BLANCHARD. 

24 Owing to the long continued 
eatlerly winds, a tund- -bank has tor 
fome time been forming at the 
mouth of Leith harbour, which 
is now fo very high and extend- 
ed, that hardly any veffel can 
go out or come in with fafety. 
Several veflels have been lately 
grounded upon it, and the ma- 
gitlrates of Edinburgh and Leith, 
‘have it in contempl: ition how to 
remove it.—The Highland fociety, 
latety eftablifhed for ‘the purpote of 
building villages on the Northern 
coaits ot Scotland, 10 improve the 
fitheries, have already fubtcribed 
soocl. towards that laudable un- 
dertakiny ; and a plan of the 
villages to be built has vlready been 
prefented to his majetty by Mr. 
Knox. 


JUNE. 


2. This day afforded 
fiche in the e.thedral 
St Pasl; 6305 boys 
aflembied under the 


educated, clothed, 


a beautiful 

church of 
Ss , 

und virls, 


Gome, all 


and fuppogted 
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by voluntary contribution. So ole 
rious a picture of the young off 


{fprings of diftrefs relicved from 
want, and becoming ulciul mem. 
bers of focicty, by the donations 
of their fellow-fubjects, no country 
but England can boat. Here was 
fomething ‘oO gratify the heart that 
can feel; here was fomething for 
fore gners to gaze at with admira- 
tion = And, to do jutlice to the 
inhabitants of both London and 
W efimin: ter, the carernefs expreffed 
to fee the affemblace und t.e nus 
merous coupany of genteel per. 
fons who filed the cathedral, did 
honour to the metropolis. 

9. This day ended the fale of the 
noble mufeum of the late duchef 
dowager of Portland, which lites 
ly began wt her grace’s houfe, in 
Privy Gardens, and lated 38 days. 
They were fold by auction by 
Mr. Skinner. Among the many 
curlous articles in this collection 
were the following : 

A very curious rofary, by Be- 
nevento Cellini, faid to be the 
rofary of Henrietta Maria, queen 
of king Charles I. who, in her 
neceffities, pawned it to the duke ot 
Orleans. It confifts of fix plum 
and fifty cherry flones; the firtt 
moit curioufly carved with parts of 
hiftory, the latter with the heads of 
emperors; and on the reverfes 
emblems and mottos. It was fold to 
Mr. Joncs for 461. 4s. 

A mott remarkable fine ditto, 
by ditto, faid to have been the 
property of pope Clement Vil. 
coniitling of 32  plum-tloncs of 
exquilite workmanfhip of feulptures 
on both fides, in relievo ; and 
between each ftone is a pearl, 32 
in number, with a larger one on 
the top of the taffel. It was fold to 
Mr. Randall tor 18h. 18s. 

A lock of the-hair of Mary, queen 


of France, daughter of Hen. Vil 
takca 
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taken from her corpfe at St. Ed 
mund’s Bury, 1784, by the late 
fir J. Cullum, bart now fold tor 
SIX QINCASe . , 

A piece of carving in wood, re- 
yrefenting landfeapes, with views, 
im which is introduced water with 
veflels falling, and on Jand various 
reprefentations ot hunting, with 
boar, fag, dezs, and men on horte- 
back: the whole evecuted in a 
manner bevond deferip 10n, and 
in the higheit prefervation. It was 
fold to Mr. Webb for 1<1. \ 5s. 

A fmall cameo of fine antique 
Mo‘nic, fet in gold asa ring, and 
turns upon a iwivel. The figure 
has the wings and feet of a bird, 
with a human face, and ‘eems to be 
an /ieraglyphic.—Sold to Mr. Town- 
ley for 12 guineas and a half, 

A precious fragment of an an- 
tique intagho, an exceeding fine 
cornehan, fet in gold for a ring. 
It reprefents Tercules as low as 
the wall, fittieg in a fkif, and a 
lion's fkin tor a fal; one of the 
paws is faflened by a ftring, which 
hanes over the head of Hercules, 
whofe trength in neck and back is 
wonderfully expreffed in fo {mall a 
compals. It was fold to Mr. Jones 
for 45 2uineas, 

A cameo of the head of Auguftus 
Cafar, upon a remarkable fine 
onyx, the head white, upon a 
jieinth ground, the workmanfhip 
of fuperlative excellence. It was 
found at Malta. —Sold to Mr. Jones 
for 225 guineas. 

The head of Jupiter Serapis, 
cut out of a green baialtes, a mott 
inimitable piece of iculpture, of 
Kevptian workmanfhip, from the 
Barberini cabinet; the fize about 
fourinches. ‘The countenance is 
highly expreffive of fublimity and 
dignity, tempered with fweetnefs 
and grace.x—Sold to Mr, Hume 
phiies for 165 guineas, 
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The celebrated antique vafe, or 
fepulchral urn, from the Barberini 
cabinet at Rome. It is faid to have 
been the identical urn which con- 
tained the afhes of the Roman em- 
peror Alexander Severus, and hie 
mother Mammea, which was de- 
potited in the carth about the year 
235 after Chri, and was aug up 
by order of Pope Barbe: ini, named 
Urban VIIT. between the years 
1622 and 1644. ‘The, materials 
ci which it is compofed emulate an 
onyx, the ground a rich tranfparent 
dark amethyftine colour, -and_the 
fnowy figures which adorn it are ia 
hafs rehef, of workmantlip above 
all encamium, and fuch as cannot 
hut excite the higheft idea of the 
{kill of the ancients. The dimen- 
fions of inches h'gh, and, 213 in 
cieumference. It was fold to the 
duke of Marlborough fer 10291. 

The collection ot Hollar’s. works 
in 13 vol. confifting of the mott 
beautiful imprefiions of many fearee 
etchings, including many. inedited 
drawings by that celebrated matter, 
38cl. ; a. 
~ Eighteen drawings of Hollar’s, in 
one lot, fold for 20 guineas 

Two miniatures of fir Walter 
Raleivh, and his fun, capt, Walter 
Raleigh, 4l 

A portrait of the duchefs de la 
Valiere, by Petitot, 841. 

Two miniatures of Milton and 
his mother, 341. 

A fine miniature head of Chriff, 
by Ifaac Oliver, 20 guineas. 

Queen Elizabeth's little Prayer 
Book, containing fix prayers come 
pofed by her majefly, and written 
by her own hand in the neateft 
and moft beautiful manner on vel- 
lum; two in Englith, the other 
four in Latin, Greek, Italian, and 
French. On the infide of the cover 
her own portrait, and that of the 
duke of Alencon ; the binding black 
(B 3) thag- 
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fhagreen, with enamelled clafps, 
and in the center of each a ruby. 
Ir fold for 100 guineas. 

A very fine illuminated miffal, 
prefented by the duchefs of Bed- 
tord, fifter to the duke of Burgun- 
dy, and wife of John, duke of 
Bedford, regent of France, to 
Henry VI. 1430, with original 
portraits of the duke of Bedtord 
(engraved among Houbraken’s il- 
luftrious heads) and his wife Anne, 
duchefs of Burgundy, and her 
deed of gift to the king, bound in 
crimfon velvet, with gold ¢lutps, 
on which are engraved the arms 
of Harley, Cavendith, and Hollcs, 
quarterly. Mr. Edwards, 2131. 

A moit beautiful miffal, fix inches 
by four, illuminated by Julio Clo- 
vio, in the higheft prefervation, 
infcribed by him to the duke 
d’Alencon, (537, purchafed by 
Edward ear] of Oxiord, from the 
Arundelian collection, with gold 
plates, covers, andclafps. It fold 
for 1681. 

“The whole amount of the fale was 
V1,52,1, 4s. 

Plymouth, sa 5. Yefterday 
morning, the Pegafus, captain his 
royal highnefs prince William 
Henry, and the Kofe, captain 
Hervey, failed for Guernfey, whence 
they are to proceed to Halifax and 
Newfoundland. 

8. A duel was foucht near Ken- 
fington, between lord Macartney 
ani major general Stuart, of which 
the following a count was publith- 
ed by the fcconds, col. Fullarcon, 
and col Cordon, the fortner to 
lord Macartney, and the latter to 
the ge eral: “The place and time of 
Mecehnag vav ng been previoufly nx. 
ed, the parties arrived about half 
paft four in the morninz, and togk 
their ground at the dittance of 12 
fhort paces, meatured off by the 
feconds, who delivered to each one 

J 


piftol, keeping poffeffion of the re. 
maining arms. General Stuartteld 
lord Macartney, he doubted, as his 
lordfhip was fhort-fighted, he would 
not be able to fee him His lord. 
fhip replied, ‘he did perfedtiy 
weil.””’ When the feconds had retir. 
ed a little cn one fide, and as the 
parties were about to level, general 
Stuart obferved to lord Macartney 
that his piftol was not cocked: his 
lordfh p thanked him, and cocked; 
when they had levelled, general 
Stuart faid he was ready: his lord. 
fhip anfwered he was likewife ready, 
and they bo:h fired within a few 
inftants of each other. The fe. 
conds obferving lord Macartney 
wounded, ftepped up to him, and 
declared the matter mutt rett here. 
General Stuart faid, ** This is no 
fatisfaction ;" and afked it his lord- 
fhip was not able to fire another 
piltol. His lordfhip replied, he 
would try with steafire, and urged 
col. Fullarton to permit him to 
proceed. The feconds, however, 
declared it was impotlible, and they 
would on no account allow it. 
General Stuart faid, ‘* Then [ 
mutt deter it t 1] another occafion.” 
On which his lordfhip anfwered, 
‘¢ If that is the cafe, we had better 
proceed now: | came here in confe- 
quence of a meflage from general 
Stuart, who called upon me to 
vive him fatisfaction in my private 
capacity for offence taken at my 
public condua, and to evince that 
perfonal fafety is no conideraron 
with me, I haye nothing per‘onal: 
the general will proceed as he 
thinks fit.” General Stuart faid, 
it was his lordthip’s perfonal con- 
duét io him that he refented. The 
feconds then puta ftop to a'l further 
converfation between the parties, 
neither of whom had quitted their 
ground, and general Stuart, 1 
confequence of his Gicuation, bet 
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been under the neceflity from the 
firit of putting his bick to a tree, 

The furgeons, Mr. Hunter and 
Mr. Home, who were attending 
at a little diftance, were brought up 
by colonel Fullarron, Colonel 
Gordon in the mean time afhfted 
his lordfhip in taking off his coat, 
and saat him to fit down, ap- 
prehending he might be faint 
through lofs of blood. Colonel 
Gordon then left the ground, in 
company with general Stuart, and 
an eafy carriage was provided to 
convey his lordfhip home. 

The fconds cannot help ex- 
prefling, that no two perfons ever 
met on a fimilar occafion, who 
fiewed more firmnefs and compo- 
fure ; and they are happy to add, 
that the ball is extracted, which 
was lodged in lord Macartney’s 
right fhoulder, and that there 3s 
every reafon to hope for his re- 
covery. 

W. Fu.iarton. 
A. Gorpon. 

The above fingular circumftance 
of the general placing his back a- 
gainit a tree, having been left un- 
explained by the feconds, will be 
clearly accounted for by the fol- 
lowing extract of fir Eyre Coote’s 
letter to the Secretary of State, 
containing the particulars of the 
battle with the late Hyder Ali, in 
the Carnatic, on the 27th of Au- 
guilt, 178:, ‘General Stuart had 
the misfortune to lofe his leg, by 
acannon fhot, whilit bravely con- 
ducting the fecond line to the fup- 
port of a poit which I had occupied 
at the commencement of the engage- 
ment, and on which the enemy 
had kept up a very fevere fire.” 
(See Fol. ILl. page 44.) 

Bruffels, June ¢. The emperor 
has publifhed an ordinance for 
fupprefing all the Free Mafons’ 
lodges in the Auftrian Netherlands 
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except two, or at moft three, which 
are permitted to be held in this 
city, fubject to the regulations pre- 
feribed in the firft ordinance pub- 
lifhed at Vienna refpecting the 
fraternity of Frce-Mafons. 

14. A diamond. of immenfe value 
was prefented to his majefty this 
day at the levee, by lord Sydney, 
Mr. Haflings being prefent, of 
which major Scott gives the fullow- 
ing account. 

The Nizam fent a bulfe of dia- 
monds, fealed up, to Rengal, di- 
resied to Mr. Haftings, for the 
purpofe of his prefenting them to 
the king on his arrival in England. 
Mr. Haftings had failed for Eng- 
land before the diamonds: arrived 
in Calcutta. They were therefore 
entrufted to the care of captain 
Church, of the 1ozd regiment, 
who took his paffage home in the 
Hinchinbroke ; the fame of thefe 
diamonds, and of their immenfe 
value, had gone abroad ; and when 
the Hinchinbroke went down in 
Bengal river, a Lafcar took advan- 
tage of the confufion, broke open 
the trunks of captain Church, and 
got pofleffion of the bulfe ; it was 
however, refcued from his hands 
before he had broke open the feals, 
and was returned to Mr. Crofts, the 
agent of Mr, Johnilone, who is 
refident at the court of the Nizam. 
Mr. Crofts fent the diamonds to 
England by one of the late fhips, 
addreffed to the care of Mr. Blair, 
of Portland-place, who is the 
brother-in-law of Mr, Johniftone. 
Mr. Blair handed them to Mr. 
Hattings; Mr. Haftings entrufted 
them to Major Scott ; Major Scott 
delivered them to lord sydney ; 
and lord Sydney prefented them 
to the king. 

is. Came on to be argued in the 
court of King’s Bench, a queftion 
referved on a {pecial cafe at the late 
(B 4) Salif- 
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Salifbury affizes, in an action of 


eje‘tment, reuse to recover pof : 
feffion of a houfe in Salifbury from 
the defendant, who held it as te- 
nant from yveat to year, upon 
giving him half a year’s notice, 
*¢ not ending with his year.” ‘The 
point was determfned in favour of 
of the defenJant. So that in all 
cafes where a tenant holds the pre- 
mifes from year to yeur, it is 
neceflary for his notice to end with 
his year, or an ejectment will not 
be well grounded. 

16. By an eflimate delivered into 
pailiament by the accomptant-ve- 
neral of the Eaft India company, 
the importation of tca fo far ex- 
ceeds he confumption, that there 
is the higheft probability, if the 
fhips fhould arrive as expected, 
that there will remain in the com- 
pany’s warehoules, on the iit of 
December, 1790, twenty-three mil- 
lions of tea unfold, The confump- 
tion of tea of all forts, amounts annu- 
ally to about 16,00°,coo of pounds, 
‘according to this ettimate, and the 
imports to about 18,000,0c0. 

On Thurfdiy lait came on to be 
tried before Mr. juftice Buller, at 
Guildhall, a caufe wherein Thomas 
Thomas, who detcribed himielf 
to be a merchant in Pal: ce-yard, 
Wefimintter, was plaintiff, and Mr. 
John Vaughan, an eminent fugar- 
biker, in Thames-itreet, was de- 
fendant; which aion was brought 
by the plaintiff as the holder or 
bearer of a cafh note or dreft drawn 
by the defendant, upon the cafhiers 
ef the Bank of Ergland, for z4gl. 
in favour of Richard Neave, efq. 
and which draft was picked out of 
the pocket of Mr. Neave’s clerk, 
as he was going to the Bark, and 
afterwards came to the hands of the 

laintiff, who alleged he received 

it of one Warfon Afhton fora valu- 

able confideration, In the courfe 
2 
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of the trial it appeared, that the 
dratt was dated the ad of March, 
and not prefented tor payment uni) 
the -d of April, and that on the 
fame being refufed to be paid, the 
plaintiff and Afton volunta;} 
made affidavits before the lord 
mayor, hating the circumftances 
of the receipt of it, and the confi. 
deration they refpedtivels cave tor 
it, in order to exculpate them. 
felves, and to induce Mr. Neave or 
Mr. Vaughan to pay the money, 
and which affidavits were read jn 
«evidence for the defendant. The 
judge obferved to the jury, that 
the only quefticn was, whether the 
plaintiff was a fair honeti Jona fide 
holder of the draft, and that what. 
ever the opinion of the jury in this 
cafe might be, credit of piper 
would not be at all fhaken by it, 
The jury found a verdict tor the 
defendant, to the entire fatisfaction 
of every one who heard it 
Tuetday at the adjournment of 
the feffions at Guildhall, an excife 
officer and his affiftant were tried 
for forcibly entering the houte of 
Mr, Parker, filverfmith, in &t. 
Paul’s Church-yard, to fearch a 
hamper, under pretence of its con- 
taining run goods, which contains 
ed a ftone jar, and afiaulting Mr. 
Parker, who inftantly charged them 
into cuftedy. ‘The recorder ‘aid, 
that the proceedings of the defends 
ant were clearly illegal, but if run 
goods had been found, that would 
have cured all informality. They 
were convicted, and fentenced to 
pay cl. each, and the affiftant, whole 
cafe was aggravated by his behavi- 
our, to be imprifoned one month. 
On Saturday came on in the court 
of King’s Bench, at Guildhall, a 
caufe, wherein a cornfa@or at Bath, 
was plaintiff} and Mr, Samuel \ ard, 
bargemaier, defendant ; the action 


was brought to recover 142i. the 
yaluc 
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value of a quantity of oats which 
the plaintiff had put on board the 
defendant’s barge at Briftol, to be 
conveved to Bath, and which were 
tuft in confequence of the barge be- 
ing funk at Briitol bridge, occafi- 
oned by a piece of timber brought 
down in the tiream with a great 
frefh, in the night of the ninth of 
Janvary laft; an accident which 
could neither be forefeen nar pre- 
vented. The court and jury were 
clearly of opinion that the detend- 
ant was not amfwwerable for the lofs, 
and the Jwtter found a verdict in his 
favour. 

Dublin, June 13. On Thurfday 
the 6th invtant, a fpecial commil- 
fion was opened at Caftlebar, for 
the trial ot George P obert rirzge- 
rald and others, for the murder of 
Mr. M*Donnell {See page 9. J 

It was firit thoucht neceflary by 
the atrornev-ceneral to proceed on 
the trial of the perfons who had 
forced open the gaol of Caftlebar, 
and violently affaulted Mr. Fitzge- 
rald, while under the protection of 
the laws. ‘The court agreed to the 
propriety of this requeft, and ace 
cordingly the following perfons, viz. 
James Martin, efq; Mr. Andrew 
Gallagher, Mr. James Gallag- 
her, Charles Higeins, Luke Fig- 
gins, and Damiel Clarke, were ime 
meciately arraigned, for having 
broke o, en the gaol of Cafilebar, 
and affauited George Robert bitz- 
gerald, efq; a prifoner in the faid 
goal. In the courle of the trial, 
no evidence appe.ring to indentify 
the perfons of the prifoners, the ju- 
ry returned their verdict not guilty. 

The next day, Mr. Fitzgerald 
was brought to the bar. The in- 
dictment fet forth, that he had pro- 
cured Timothy Brecknock, Andrew 
Craiz alias Scots Andrew, Ja. Foy, 
William Fulton, |. Fulton, John 


Chapman, Wailis Kelly, John Cox, 
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James Mafterfon, David Saltry, Phi- 
lip Cox, Archibald Newing, John 
Berney, Henry George, Michael 
Brown, John Reheny, and Wm. 
Rebinfon, and that he had incited, 
ftirred up,,and provoked the faid 

rfons to murder Patrick Randall 
M*Donnell, efq; and Mr. Charles 
Hipion, which murder the faid per- 
fons perpetrated on the 2rft of Feb. 
latt. 

“To this indictment Mr. Fitz- 
gerald pleaded Not Guilty.—The 
attorney-veneral then proceeded 
in an examination of the witnefles 
on the part of the crown; and the 
facts being clearly eftablithed, and 
the evidence on both fides clofed, 
Mr. Fitzgerald made one ‘of the 
moft able defences that had been 
ever heard. He fpoke for three 
hours with an aflonifhing degree of 
compofure and ftrength of imaci- 
nation. ‘The lord chief baron then 
gave an excellent charee to the 
jury, who withdrew, and in a few mi- 
nutes brought in their verdict guilty. 

The next day, the lord chief 
baron informed the attorney-gene- 
ral, that the reafon why fenteace 
of death, and execution, were not 
awarded againft George Robert Fitz- 
cerald, had been owing te his recol- 
lection how the law of murderers 
ftuod in England; for that the cri- 
minal there had the benefit of the 
fabbath His lordfhip, therefore, 
thought it a geod precedent to go 
by, particularly as he had confulted 
with his brother judge (Mr. baron 
Power) who was of the fame opinion, 

John Fulton, William Fulton, 
Archibald Newing, John Reheny, 
and David Simpfon, were this day 
tried for the fame murder, and 
found guilty ; and ten others were 
acquitted, 

Ir. Brecknock was tried on Mon- 
day, and found guilty. When this 
trial was over, Mr, Fitzgerald be- 


ing 











(26) PRINCIPAL 


ing brought up, the judge proceed- 
ed to addrefs him in a very pathe- 
tic fpeech, in the courfe of which 
he was interrupted by Mr. Fitzge- 
rald, who implored him to grant 
him time to make his peace with 
heaven. The judge declared that 
this was not in his power. 

The fame Jay, Mr. Fitzgerald, 
Mr. brecknock, and John Fulton, 
were executed at Caiilebar; but 
the execution of the four other con- 
victs was poftponed to a future day. 

Phe body of . corge Robert Fitz- 
getald was, epcnieny after the 
execution, carried to the ruins of 
"furlagh-houfe, and was waked in 
a fiable adjoining, with a few can- 
dies placed abour it. On the next 
gay it was carried to the church- 
yard at Turlacgh, where it was bu- 
ried on what is generally termed the 
wroag fide of the church, in his 
clothes, without a coflin. 

19. This day was tried before 
lord Loughborough, in the court 
of common pleas, Weitminiter, the 
action brought by the right hon. 
Charles James Fox, againft Thomas 
Corbet, efq. high baiiff of Weft- 
minfer, for not having made a re- 
turn of him as reprefentative of 
Weftmintter, when duly elected by 
a legal majority of votes. ‘The da- 
mages were laid at 100,000l. 

‘There were two counts in the 
ceclaratione—The tirtt was for de- 
fendant’s malicioufly and illegally 
poitponing to male a return to the 
writ directed to him by the fheriffs, 
to return two repretentatives to fit 
in porliament for the city of Weft- 
mintter, whereby plaintit? was pre- 
vented from taking his feat for ro 
months, though duly elected—The 
fecond was for defendant’s malici- 
outly, &c. granting a ferutiny, 
which he was not authoriied to Jo. 
Aiter a trial of nine hours, the ju- 
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ry brought in a verdict for the 
plaintiff, with 20001. damages, 

2t. Six malefactors were exeeys, 
ed before Newgate, among whom 
was Jonathan Harwcod, for affaule. 
ing Mr. Drummond on the high. 
way, and obtaining money from 
him by threats of charging him 
with an odious crine. Phoebe Har. 
ris was burnt, about the fame time, 
for counterfeiting thillings, 

24- A comiman hall was held for 
the election of the annual city off. 
cers; when Charles Higgins, efq. 
and Fdward Watfon, efq. were e 
lected fheriifs; and the chamber. 
lain, bridge-matie:s, and aleconers 
re-elected. The election of auditors 
was atiended with fome extraordi- 
nary circumftances: to underiland 
which it is neceffary to obferve, 
that by immemorial ufage (which 
in all cities and corporations is Law, 
when not altered by act of parlia- 
ment) the auditors, who are four 
in number, are elected for the city, 
two every year; that is, the two 
feniors are amoved, and two new 
ones are elected; but in the pres 
fent year Meff. Tomlins and Love- 
land, who have ferved two years, 
retuied to be amoved; and their 
friends fupperted their re-clection. 
The recorder, from the huttings, 
explained the law. ‘The livery pre- 
fent, who were very few, refufed 


to acquiefce in this explanation, and 


infifted on the election ot Mr, Tom- 
lins and Mr. Loveland: Mr. Stock 
and Mr. Nettlefhip, two new candi- 
dates were put up. .Refpecting the 
two gentlemen elected only laf 
year, viz. Meil, Wilfon and Thorne, 
there was no helitation about con- 
tinuing them, ‘The fheritfs, Mr. 
Alderman Sanderfon, and Mr. Al- 
derinan Warton, finding the tem: 
per of the hall to be againit the o- 
pinion of the recorder, thought it 
OR molt 
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moft prudent to return the whole 
fix. The queftion was deba:ed in 
the court of aldermen above an 
hour and a half. When the lord 
mayor and aldermen returned to the 
huilings, the recorder deciared the 
report of the fheritis; viz. that 
Meff. Higgins and Watfon were e- 
leted fheriffs; that Mr. Wilkes 
was re-elected chamberlain ; that 
Meff. Dixon and Burbank were re- 
elected bridge-maflers ; that Meff. 
Hardy, Oldaker, Brooks, and Ne- 
bitt were re-elected aleconners ; that 
Meff. fomlins, Loveland, Wilfon, 
‘Thorne, Stock, and Nettlefhip 
were returned as auditors, and that 
the fheriffs had declared the majo- 
rity of hands in favour of the firft 
four: but that by the law and uf- 
ave of the city, the two firit were 
ineligible. A poll was, however, 
demanded for the firft two; which 
was granted. (See Page 31.) 
Yeflerday was tried before lord 
Loughborough, in the court of 
common pleas, Guildhall, a caufe 
wherein Richard Leake, a matter 
hat-maker of Southwark, was plain- 
tif, and one Andrew White, a 
journeyman hat-maker, defendant. 
Phe plaintiff had fuftained a very 
great injury by a combination of 
journeymen hat-makers, who had 
formed themfelves into a fociety, 
which they called ** Laudable ;” 
but which, in fact, was to harrafs, 
opprefs, and govern the capital 
hat-makers, and hinder leffer maf- 
ters from taking apprentices, and 
the plaintiff was a mafler of the laf 
deicription. Some time ago the 
members of this combination fing]- 
ed out the plaintiff for the purpofe 
of obliging him to part with his ap- 


prentices, and they deputed five of 


their members to go to the manu- 
factory of Meff. Cox and North 
of Southwark, who employed the 
plaintiff in the finithing branch of 
the faid trade, to inform them that 
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if they any longer employed the 
plaintiff, they fhould not have a 
man to work for them; the faid 
Meff. Cox and North were there- 
fore obliged to difcharge the plain- 
tiff from their employ, or entirely 
ftop their manufactory, wherein 70 
or 80 men were contiantly employ- 
ed, and by this means the plainuff 
has been deprived of employ for 
Inmf{elf and apprentices ever fince, 
to his almoft utter ruin. —Tie jury 
found a verdict for the plintiff 
with 1ool, damages, and cofts of 
fuit. ' 
Salifbury, Fune 24. A semark- 
able inttunce of the terrors of a guil- 
ty confcience occurred here lately. 
On the 16th init. jarvis Matchem, 
a failor, went before our mayor, 
attended by a companion, and vo- 
luntarily conteffed himfelf to be 
guilty of the murder of a drum- 
mer, in Huntingtenflire, about fe- 
ven yearsago. He declared that he 
had lived in various ficuations fince ; 
that, excepting this murder, he 
had at no time of his life done an 
injury to fociety; that until the 
moment of committing it, he had 
not the lealt idea thereof, and that 
he had no provocation from the de- 
ceafed, excepting that he gave him 
ill-language ; that from the fatal 
hour he had been a {tanger to all 
enjoyment of life or peace of mind, 
the recollection thereof perpetually 
haunting his imagination, and oft- 
en rendering his life a burthen al- 
moti infupportable ; that in travell- 
ing with Sheppard his companion, 
on Thuriday the sth ioftane, 
upon the road to this city, they 
were overtaken near Woodyate’s 
ing by a thunder florm, in 
which he faw feveral ftrange {pec- 
tres. Sheppard corroborated this 
part of the ftory, fo far as relates 
to the horror of the unhappy man, 
who was often running about like 
one diflracted, then falling on his 
Knees 
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knees imploring mercy, and, as 
appeared to him, was quite infane ; 
he quettioned him when he was 
more compofed, as to the reafin of 
fuch extraordinary conduct, when 
he told him of this murder, and 
begged that he wold deliver him 
mto the hands of juftice at the next 
lace they fhould arrive at, for that 
Fis life was hateful, his nights 
without fleep, and full of woe. 
he man perfifiing in his conf: f- 
fion (though he declined figning it), 
and fhewing no appearance of infa- 
nity, was committed to the gaol. 

26. Yefterday morning early, 
fome thieves broke into the public 
office belonging to the mafiers in 
chancery, in Symond’s-inn, Chan- 
cery.lane; but not meeting with 
their expected booty, they fet fire 
to the chambers in feveral places, 
which are entirely deftroyed, toge- 
ther with the papers thereot.  For- 
tunately the fre was timely dico- 
vered, and the lives and properties 
ef many individuals faved, by the 
immediate affiftance of engines and 
plenty of water. 

30. A very interefling caufe was 
determined in the cockpit by an 
appeal to the lords of the council 
from the court of admivalty. The 
queftion relared to the prize or cap. 
ture made by commodore Johnitone, 
lait war, at was whether the cap- 
ture was pz? or booty, and then 
confequently whether the property 
then taken by the flect and land 
forees under his command came 
within the prize act. As the defli- 
nation of the armament was againft 
the Cape ct Good. Hope, and as a 
conficerable land force under the 
command of ceneral Meadows, was 
aboard and thared in the action ; 
their lordfhips determined that the 
cafe in queflion did not come with- 
in the prize act. The confequence 
ts, that the whelc property is claim- 
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ed by the crown, and the captors 
mutt relinquith their hopes of prizes 
money, and depend on the royal 
bounty for whatever com, enfatiog 
his majefty may think proper, 

_ Paris, Sune - Yetlerday the pare 
liament publifhed an ariet, relative 
to the tamous affiir of the neck. 
lace. (See Fol Pl. page 63.) OF this 
arret the following is the fubtlance 
viz. the word approuw, and the 
fignature “ Marie /ntoniette de 
trance,” were fraudulently u'ed jy 
the bargain which took plaice relat. 
ive to the diamonds, and thole words 
are falfi ly attributed to the queen, 
‘Che comte de la Motte is fully con. 
victed of contempt of court, and 
condemned when taken to he whip. 
ped and marked with the leiters G 
AL, and to be fent to the calleys 
for life. Madame Jeanne Valois 
de la Motte to be whipped, mark- 
ed with the letter V upon the two 
fhoulders, with a halter round the 
neck, and confined for life in the 
Salpetrierre. Villette is condemn. 
ed to per; etual banifhiment from the 
kingdom. The cardinal de Rohan 
and M. de Caghottro are di charg- 
ed from all accufation. and Made- 
moifelle Oliva put out of court, 

All Paris applauds the above ar- 
ret. The cardinal returned to his 
hotel the fame evenine. The me- 
moirs of Ma‘ame de la Motte are 
fupprefied as talie. 

Paris, Fune 22. VYefterday ata 
quarter atter fix in the morning, 
one of the turnkeys of the priion 
went up to Madame de Ia Motte’s 
fleeping apartment, and told her 
in terrible accents, to ‘rife and 
foltow him.” ‘The affrighted tee 
male refufed to obey ; but when 
fhe was informed that a royal man- 
date was. fent to require her coms 
pliance, fhe, thouch reluctantly, 
followed the turnkey, and wus by 
him conducted to the inner gate 
one 
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Se was only allowed time to put on 
ene petticoat, fo great was the hur- 
ry of the magi iftrate s to execute the 
arret of the gift of May. She no 
fooner deice nded the lait ttep ot the 
{tairs than fhe was feized by two 
fatellites of the law, by them hand- 
cuffed, and basuieably embraced. 
When the countels appeared betore 
the ereflier, and her fentence was 
read to her, fhe hurried into the mot 
unheard of imprecations avainft the 
court, the parli: unent, and the cur- 
dinal; but this fame great {pirit 
dderted her, when fire felt the 
hangman putting the rope about 
her neck: fhe was at that infant 
{een in tears. ‘lhe inftruments tor 
her tarther punifhment, the brand, 
fome other tools, iad an ardent 
fire, called up all her former cou- 
race, tor fhe then curted and fwore 
in the molt unwoman like manner, 
and uttered alternate cries of griet 
and detpair. It was with diffic ulty 
that the hot iron could be applied 
to her fhoulder; the executioner 
muft have been an adept to have 
fu.ceeded in that part of his pro- 
feflion. She rolled herfelf on the 
ground, and kicked at him with 
fuch violence, that fome ttrength 
Was required to pert rm the igno- 
nmous operation. The very ine 
Hiant the execution was over, fhe 
was drefied in the utmoit hurry, 
and put into a hackney coach, in 
which were two tipi: ives that con- 
ducted her to the Salpetrierre, where 
fhe is deftined to {pe nd the remain- 
der of her days She had the rope 
about her neck all the time. On 
her arrival at the place of her de- 
itination, fhe threw herfelf on the 
floor, and motioniets feemed to be 
deprived of every vital fentiment. 
Wheag the came to horfelf fhe ap- 
peared quite calm, and without tef- 
tying any vilibly anxiety, patient- 
ly ‘let herfelf be unrobed, and with 
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the greateft eafe put on the coarfe 
tlutt that is to be her tuture cloth- 
ing; her hair was cut off. Mr. 
de la Motte, her hufband, was on 
the fame day burnt in effigy on the 
Place de Greve, from one to three 
in the afternoon. 


JULY. 


5. Came on before the lords 
cominitlioners of appeals, two cauf- 
es againft lord Rodney, general 
Vaughan, and the other captors of 
Euitatia——Mr. Lindo and Mr, 
Ingram, appellants—the firit to the 
amount of about :2,cool. the lat- 
ter tocol. Upon both thefe ap- 
peals the captors were caft in da- 
mages, and full cofts. The lords 
who at ended were Camden, Grant- 
ley, and Mulgrave 

Berlin, Fune 8. The king has 
pafied fentence upon a counfellor 
ot the regency, which makes a 
great flir here. Mr. Glave, coun- 
fellor at Konigfberg, being accufed 
of corruption, his prin charged 
the pretident of the chamber of that 
place to make the neceflary judicial 
enquiries into the affair, and the 
delinquent was condemned to two 
years lmprifonment in a fortrefs ; 
the countellor, not fatisfied with 
the decifion, made another appeal ; 
the king, after a mature examina 
tion, not only confirmed the above 
fentence, but ordered that the de. 
linguent fhould work at the barrow 
during the two years of his impti- 
fonment. 

Vienna, Fune 18. Cn the 13th, 
fentence was paffed upon count Pod- 
talky and his accomplices, tor forg- 
ing bank notes; he is de ‘prived of 
his nobility, and rendered incapa- 
ble to inherit any legacy whate 
ever; betides which, he is condemn- 
ed publicly to fweep the fireets, 
and to draw barges up the Danube 
tor ten years ; his accomplices, as 
principals 
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principals in the above crime, are 
to ftand three days in the pillory, 
to receive so lafhes, to fweep the 
ftreets, and draw barges up the Da- 
nube, zo years. The informer is to 
receive only the intereft, for his 
life, of the 10,000 florins, with li- 
berty to leave them to whom he 
pleafes. | 

New-York, April 8. We hear 
from the infant colony of New- 
Brunfwick, that cultivation and po- 
pulation are carried to the greateft 

rfection, and that large tracts of 
the unfettled country are fertile to 
a degree, and likely to be equally 
flourifhing from the almott incredi- 
ble exertions and indutiry of the 
loyalifts, who deferve every encou- 
ragment from government. Ofthe 
old fettlements, the mott tlourifh- 
ing and populous are the townfhips 
of Windfor, Norton, and Corn- 
wallis, on the Bay of Mines, be- 
tween Hallifax and Annapolis. Of 
the new fettlements, the moit re- 
markable are Shelburne, Parr-town, 
Digby, and New Edinburgh, and 
the great number of houfes that 
have been erected in each, the im- 
menfe labour that has been employ- 
ed in digging foundations, forming 
ftreets, and collecting materials, 
exhibit the moit pleating profpect 
of the magic of human induittry. 
The natural advantages of this co- 
lony are very great, not only in 
point of foil, but by the number of 
navigable rivers, bafons, and in- 
lets of the fea. 

Lemberg, in Poland, May 25. Ba- 
ron Woltkohl has invented a gun, 
which being once loaded, may be 
difcharged thirty-tix times without 
interruption. his piece is nei- 
ther larger nor heavier than a com- 
mon mutket. 

Ver failles, Fuxe 27. An arret of 
the council of flate has been iffued 
here, revoking the regulations of 
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the arret of the 13th of November 
laft, by which perfons importi 
foreign carriages into France Pe 
obliged to depofit a fum of mone 
as a fecurity for fuch carriages nop 
being fold in the kingdom ; in fiey 
of which they are now to fign en. 
gagements to convey fuch Carriag. 
es out of France in the fpace of one 
year, unleis they obtain a prolon. 
gation of thatterm. [See Vol. VJ, 
page 95-) 

Dijon, Fune 15. Dr. Methenie, 
of this city, in a memoir publifh. 
ed on the fubject of wax, fays, «] 
mixed a portion of weak nitrous 
acid with olive oil in a veffel expof- 
ed to a gentle fand heat; an effer. 
veicence fueceeded, and a confider. 
able quantity of fixed air was dif. 
engaged; the oil thickened, and 
foon after affumed a beautiful yel- 
low colour, nothing. but pure air 
feeming to remain in the compofi- 
tion, which appeared like wax. | 
fet a part of it on fire, which yield- 
ed no fmoke, but emitted a pleafing 
aromatic odour, refembling that 
of fine wax.’ This difcovery may 
in time become a matter of vety 
great importance. 

Cadiz, June 14« *M. Sequira, 
furgeon of the garrifon at Port Ma- 
hon, has lately raifed the tea plant 
from feed, near Ciutadella, in Mis 
norca. The fhrub was in great 
periection, and the leaf equal to 
the fineft Souchong imported from 
China. 

Dubling Fune 30. Lat week, 67 
oak trees ot immenfe bulk, and up- 
wards of 150 years growth, were 
fold on the lands of Sinllelah, at an 
extraordinary price, amounting on 
an average, to 4sl. each. ‘Ihefe 
are the lait remnant of that once 
celebrated wood, which extended 
from Carnew to Ennifcorthy, neat 
30 miles in length. The wood of 


Shillelah is now totally extinct, and 
lives 
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lives only in the mouth of fame, 
after having had the honour of fup- 
plying Weitminfter-hall, Guildhall, 
and many other noble buildings in 
Great Britain with timber, which 
from its prefent foundnefs, feems 
to put time to defiance. 

Vienna, ‘ear 12 The emperor 
has fuppreffed the chapters of Wig- 
threngen and Trelergen,#in Ca- 
rinehia ; and thafe of Lambrecht, 
Neuberg, Stanz, Croatman, and 
Pallau, in Styria. The convents 
of capuchins, recollets, and domi- 
nicans, are alfo abolifhed. 

Frankfort, June 1z, They write 
from Schleiden, in the diftrict of 
Aremberg, that the duke has grant- 
ed the proteitants the free exercife of 
their religion, and afligned to their 
- a fpacious hall in his caftle, till 

church fhall be built tor them. 

“Of nidy Fuly 2. We now reckon 
no tewer thin five proteftant church- 
es or chapels in the Auttrian Low 
Countries, and they are likely to 
increale, on account of the emper- 
or having tolerated the fulleft en- 
joyment of religious fentiments, 
proviced they are not mixed with 
political quettions. The church 
at Bruges was lately the chapel of 
the convent of St. Antoine, beftow- 
ed by the emperor as a free gift. 

Rome, Fuly 1. The pope conti- 
nues to give frefh proofs of a true 
catholic fpirit, and convinces the 
world of what had been before af- 
ferted, that he would prove another 
Gangunelli. The Englith travel- 
lers are much careffed, and vifit 
him contftantly: indeed, the pope’s 
levees are made up of men ot all 
pertuafions, fo that the fpirit of to- 
leration will in time become univer- 
fil, much to the vencfit of religion, 
and the happinefs of mankind. 

Birmingham, Fuly 3. A farmer 
in this neighbourhood, finding his 
turnips for fome years ‘taken by the 


fly, was induced to try many expe- 
riments to prevent it. ‘The follow- 
ing luckily proved a remedy: to 
6lb. of turnip feed he put 4 oz. of 
flour of brimitone, and four oz. of 
black brimitone, which he fowed to- 
ether ; the brimt{tone effectually de- 
Rroyed, or gave fuch a diftatte tothe 
fly, asto prevent their ufual ravages, 
and he has produced great crops. 

6. Yefterday the fhieriffs declared 
the numbers on the poll for audi- 
tors for the enfuing year, which 
was made in the ufual form to the 
court of aldermen, viz. 


Mr. Wilfon 704 
Mr. Thorne 7oz 
Mr. Tomlins $7 

Mr. Loveland 545 
Mr. Nettlefhip 472 
Mr. Stock 470 


After fome little converfation on 
the fubject, the court came’ on the 
huftings, and declared to the com- 
mon hall, by the recorder, that al- 
though Meff. Tomlins and Love- 
land were among the majority on 
the poll, yer it was contrary to the 
city laws, as appeared on featch- 
ing the records tor full owo hun- 
dred years back, to return the fame 
perfons that had ferved that office 
the two prec eding years. They 
were accordingly de ‘clated tneligi- 
ble, and Meff. Wilfon, Thorne, 
Nettlefhip, and Stock, declared 
duly clected. (See page 27+) 

—This day came on before the 
houfe of lords, rhe hearing ef an 
appeal in the cafe of Edw ard Ay- 
lette, convicted of perjury fome 
months ago, (See Vol. VI. p, 88.) 
Mr. Kirfkine, in behalf of the plain- 
tiff in error, maintained, that the 
original indictment which was re- 
moved, by certiorari, from the court 
below into the king’s bench, was 
defective and in: Suificient ; for that 
the names of the jurors by whom 
the indictment was found, were not 
ftared 
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ftated upon the faid record, fo as 
to enable the plaintiff in error to 
enquire into, or object to the com- 

tency or incompetency of them 
to find fuch indictment.—To this 
Mr. Bearcroft aniwered, that it was 
unneceflary to fpecify the names of 
the grand jury in the record of the 
caption, it being enough to aver, 
that the indi¢tment was found by 
12 good and lawful men ; that the 
party indicted has an opportunity 
of reforting to the original capuion, 
where the names do appear; that 
this objection has been frequen:ly 
over-ruled in the king’s bench for 
more than 30 years; and if now 
allowed, would be contrary to the 
entries and precedents ot record 
for more than 50 years patt. 

When the pleadings were finifh- 
ed, earl Bathurit left the woolfack, 
and moved, that the following quef- 
tion be put to the judges preient : 

‘6 Whether, in a criminal caufe 
removed from an inferior court in- 
to the court of king’s bench, by 
writ of cert crari, it be caufe of er- 
ror, that the names of the grand 
jurors are not inferted in the re- 
cord and proceedings £” 

The queftion being accordingly 
put, Mr. juflice Gould, after having 
contulted his tour brethren, (viz. 
the barons Eyre, Hotham, Perryn, 
and Mr, juitice Heath) declared the 
unanlinous Opinion’ of the judges 
prefent, that there was no caufe of 
error in the particular cafe affign- 
ed. Uhen earl Bathurft moved, 
that the judgment be afhrmed, which 
was sebseed acostiiingty. 

—This day was tried in the court 
of king’s bench, before Mrs juttice 
Buller, a caufe wherein Mr. Prof- 
fer, a ftable-kveper, of ‘Tottenham. 
court-road, was plaintiff, and Wil- 
ham Hyde, efg. a jultice of the 
ees efendant. ‘The action was 
rought again the jutlice for re- 
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fufing to accept the plaintiff's fure. 


ties for profecuting an appeal againg | 


two of hi: convictions for not en. 
tering horfes, and paying the duty 
prefcribed by the act, and for noe 
returning his convictions to the 
quarter feflions of the peace, where. 
by the plaintiff was deprived of his 
appeal againit the faid convictions, 
It appeared in the courfe of the tri. 
al that two of the plaintiff's horfes 
were ftopped at Hyde purk turnpike 
by the intormers, who went about 
for that purpole ; and in confe. 
quence of an information being 
laid, the plaintiff was conviéted by 
the defendant in the penalty of 201, 
on each horfe. Cn the trial it was 
proved, that the horifes had been 
entered, and the duty paid. War- 
rants of diltrefs were granted by 
the defendant againtt the plaintiff’s 
goods, and the conttable levied 47, 
3s. ft was alfo proved, that tue 
plaintiff had made frequent appli- 
Cations to the defendant to let him 
appeal to the feflions, which was 
retufed by the defendant. The ju- 
ry gave a verdict for the plaintiff, 
with rocl. damages. 

The fame day came on before 
lord Loughborough, in the court 
of common pleas, a caufe of great 
importance to fuch perfons as may 
have the mistortune to have their 
goods dittrained for rent. The ac- 
tion was brought by William Briggs, 
a bafket-maker, againft his land- 
lord, for making an unreafonable 
and exceflive difivefs for rent, con- 
trary to a very ancient act of par- 
liament, made at Marlborough, in 
the reign of Henry the Third. 
It appeared upon the trial, that the 
plaintiff being indebted to the de- 
tendant in i4l. 19s. 6d. for a quar 
ter’s rent, which it did not fuit 
him to pay, the landlord thought 
fit to diftrain the plaint:t!’s goods, 
of the value of Sol. to put three 
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men in poffeffion, and at the end of 
eight days to remove and advertife 
them to be fold to the trade; that 
at this iniquitous trade-fale, the 
plaintiff’ wile was not permittc.| 
to buy any part of her goods, 
and together with her hufband and 
five children, were thus turued out 
of doors, bereaved of their proper- 
ty, without a fingle bed, blanket, 
or covering to lic on.—The jury 
gave the plaintiff a verdict for the 
whole value of the goods. 

Whitchall, Fuly 8. Whereas di- 
vers applications have of late been 
made, by people of different de- 
{criptions, to the foreign minifters 
refident in England, to be appoint- 
ed feeretaries to fome or other of 
the faid foreign minifters, in order to 
avail themfelves of the protection 
due to perfons in that fituation, a- 
eainft the ordinary -courfe of legal 
proceedings in various cafes: and 
whereas fuch indulgence is liable 
to many abufes; it is his Majetty’s 
pleafure, that henceforth no fub- 
ject of his majefty fhall be permit- 
ted by the fecretary of ftate to have 
his name inferted at the fheriff’s of- 
fice, in the litt of thofe who are to 
be deemed under the protection of 
any foreign miniller, excepting on- 
ly fuch perfons as may be employ- 
ed by the faid foreien minifters in 
the capacity of menial fervants. 

CARMARTHEN. 

Newhaven, ConneTicut, Feb. 2. 
Henry Hartford, fon of the late 
lord Baltimore, prefented a memo- 
rial lately to the legiflature of Ma- 
ryland, ftating, that by the opera- 
tion of the act of confifcation his 
loffes amounted to 327,441). and 
praying rehet—but it was rejected.” 

10. At a common hall for the 
election of a fheriff, in the room of 
Edward Watfon, efq. who had: paid 
his fine, Paul Le Mefurier, ely. 
was declared duly elected. 

1736, 
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t2. An-action for a trefpafs was 
lately tried in the court of king’s 
bench, in which the right to pur- 
fue foxes was determined; the de- 
claration of the plaintiff ftated, that 
the defendant, with dogs, hounds, 
and horfes, ran over the grounds 
of the plaintiff, broke his clofess 
and deftroyed his hedges. In his 
plea, he faid, he was huntfman to 
Mr. Sturff, a gentleman wif hada 
right to hunt the faid dogs and 
hounds ; that fome fhort time pre- 
vious to that mentioned in the de- 
claration, he found fome noxious 
animals called foxes near where the 
trefpats was committed, and that 
he did follow the faid dogs, and in 
order to kill the faid foxes, he did 
break the faid clofes of the plainti?; 
that he could not kill them with- 
out doing as aforefuid, and that by 
fo doing, he did kill them. Af- 
ter the verdict for the defendant on 
a demurrer, lord Mansfield, Mr. juf- 
tice Willes, and Mr. juttice Buller 
gave their opinions in favour of the 
efendant, by which the law is con- 
firmed, ** That ftarting a fox ora 
badger in your own grounds, and 
running it into your neighbour's, 
was not a trefpafs.” 
19+ The following fimple and ea- 
fy method for preventing hay, &c. 
from taking fire in the rick, has 
been communicated to the public as 
infallible, viz. Make two chan- 
nels acrofs the ground of brick 
or ttone, about a foot wide anda 
foot deep, of the length and breadth 
of the flavel of your intended rick, 
which will divide it into four quar- 
ters; fill up the quarters with fag 
gots, boughs, or other materials ; 
and put flabs over the tops of the 
channels, leaving an open fpace of 
about two feet in diameter in the 
center, where the channels mect, 
to ferve as a chimney, which is ro 
be continued up throu rh the nok, 
(C) aud 
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and be made in the ufual way by 
drawing up a batket or fack, itufied, 
as the rick rifes in making; by 
which means the air from without 

ailing freely through the channels 
Slow up the chimney, the foul air 
will be expelled, and the hay ren- 
dered {weet and good, thouch put 
tevether ever fo preen, This me- 
thod was practifed in Cornwall laft 
year with great fuccefs, during a 
very bad feafon ; was then tried on 
a feld of grafs, near Saltfbury, 
which had only one day’s drying ; 
and has this feafon been practifed 
with the like fuccefs on a large rick 
in the fame neighbourhood. 

26. The feilions ended at the 
Old Bailey, when twelve convicts 
received fentence of death, among 
whom was Samucl Burt, for the 
forgery of a banker’s draught of 
1001. who had been recommended 
to mercy by the jury, his conduct 
having evinced fome degree of in- 
fanity. On being afked the ufual 

ueftion, ** Why fentence of death 
thould not be pafied upon him,” 
he thys addreffed the recorder: 
“© My lord, 

** J am too fenfible of the crime 
which I have committed, and tor 
which I juftly deferve to fuffer ; 
my lite | have forfeited, and with 
to relign it into the hands of him 
who gave it me. To give m 
reafons tor this, would only fatisty 
an idle curiotity ; no one can feel 
a more fentible heart-telt fatisfaction 
in the hopes ot fhortly pafling into 
aernitvy, wherein, I truit, FP flail 
meet with great felicity. E have 
not the leait detire to live, and as 
the jury and the court, on my trial, 
thought proper to recommend me 
to mercev—— it his majeily thould, 
in contequence thereof, gram me 
areipite, ] here vow in the tace of 
Heaven, that I will put an end 
1m] my own exiitence as foon as I 
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can. Itis death that I with for, be. 
caufe nothing but death can extg. 
cate me from the troubles in which 
my follies have involved me,” 

When this “seamed had done 
fpeaking, the Recorder addreffed 
him to the following purport; 

‘© Samuel Burt,—as youa 
to have {till remaining on sr 

. - . . 5 your 
mind fome impreffions of con{cience, 
und a fenfe of the {ubmiffion thg 
you owe to your Creator, and ofa 
tuture ftate of exittence, I think it 
my duty to addrefs a few words to 
you in particular, on the melan- 
choly fituation in which you now 
ftand: happy fhould I be. if any 
thing I could fay to you, in your 
unhappy itate, could ripen thofe 
feeds otf confcience and of religion 
in your mind, into a proper fenfe 
of your duty to your Creator :— 
you have exprefled a fubmiffion 
to the laws of your country, which 
is highly praife-worthy ; but you 
muft not deceive yourfelf by ima- 
gining that a delire to die, ranks 
equally with that fubmitfion: it is 
the duty of thofe that have violated 
the laws, ro fubmit with patience 
to the punifhment of thote laws ; 
but it is a crime agatnit your coun- 
try, to with to throw away your 
own life; and this unhappy with 
appears but too plain from what 
you have now faid, as well as from 
fome circumitances on your tial, 
to have actuated you to the com. 
miflion of 2 capital offence. Ff that 
was the motive, you greatly de 
ceive yourfelf, in fuppoling that tt 
is no crime to rufh uncalled ito 
the prefence of him that made you 
for that is highly criminal in itfelf. 
Your Creator bet! knows when you 
fhall have fultilled the purpofes 
ot your exiltence, and lic beit knows 
when to call you out of this world; 
and it is therefore the highett de 
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that fecret judgment to yourfelf, 
and to with co threw away your 
life. It is that difpotition which I 
would earneftly pray to God to 
convert in your mind, before you 
are called hence; but if there are 
any circumftances in your cafe 
(which I cannot promife you there 
are) that fhould induce our gra- 
cious fovereign to mitigate your 
fentence, and prolong your exiil- 
ence, it is your duty to receive 
from God, and from him, the boon 
of life with gratitude, inftead of 
peevifhly throwing it away. It 
now remains for me to pronounce 
on you the fentence of the law, 
which your crimes have merited, 
and which it is your duty to fubmit 
to, but not to detire.”” 

Oxford, Fuly 29. At our affizes 
came on to be tried before Mr. 
Baron Eyre, a caufe of great im- 
portance to the public in general, 
on a queliion, Whether a farmer 
who occafionally dealt in horfes was 
fubject to the bankrupt laws, as a 
trader? It was an action of trover, 
brought on the aflignees of John 
Davis, a farmer of Whitchusch, in 
this county, againft Mr. John 
Sherwood, of Purley, in the coun- 
ty of Berks, to recover back z4gl. 
18s. which he had received under 
an execution levied on the bank- 
rupt’s effects ; when the jury, after 
an hour’s confultation, brought in 
a verdict for the plaintiffs, whereby 
they eftablifhed the trading, and 
gave the above fum in damages, to- 
gether with full cofts of fuir. 

Madrid, Fuly 4. The king being 
defirous that the accounts given by 
different navigators ot the Strait of 
Magellan fhould be examined and 
eorrected, fome time ago caufed the 
frigate Santa Maria to be fitted 
out at Cadiz for that purpofe. 
The command of the veffel, as well 
as the care of executing the im- 
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rtant commiffion, Was verted jn 
Don Antonio Cordova y Lafo. The 
veflcl failed on the gth of lat 
Oober, and after a feries of bad 
weather, entered the Strait Jan. 1. 
Notwithftanding the difficulties and 
dangers of the expedition, Don 
Antonio perfecily fucceeded, and 
has brought home a chart of the 
Strait, in which all the capes, bays, 
promontorics, and other remarkable 
objects on both coafts, are laid 
down, with their longitudes, lati- 
tudes, and = refpective diftances, 
from aftronomical obfervations. 
On Feb. 5, he arrived at Port St. 
Jofeph, the mott fouthern of the 
continent. They here found two 
bottles with an infcription, which 
they copied, containing an account 
of M. Bouganville’s having pafled 
that Strait. The officers copied the 
infcription, and added another, 
contaluing an zccount of their own 
voyage, in fix different languages. 
D. Antonio then went in his boa’, 
and direéted his courfe for the 
channel of St. Barbe, three leagues 
from the above port, on the coatt 
of Tierra del Fuego, where they 
found the paffage which had long 
been conjectured to lead into the 
South Sea. After examining the 
weftern part of the Strait to Capes 
Lunes and Providence, which are 
eleven leagues diftant from thofe 
called the Pillars and Vitoria, 
they returned to Port St. Jofeph, 
whence they fet out on their return 
on the rith of March, and arrived 
fafe at Cadiz on the rith of latt 
month, after a voyage of eight 
months, three of which they pxfied 
in the Straits. In this long and 
dangerous voyage they loft only 
two men.” 

Gottingen, July 25. The three 
youngeit princes of Great Brittin 
were entered of this univerfiry on 
the 6th of this month, each of 
(C 2) them 
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them «vmpanied by a governor, 
a preceptor, and a gentleman ; their 
royal highnefles are lodged in one 
houfe, and the expences of their 
table fixed at 600 crowns per week, 
including two grand inititution din- 
ners, to which the profeffors and 
fome fiudents are invited.  Pro- 
feflor Mayer teaches the princes 
the German language ; Mr. Heyne 
infiructs them in Latin; the ec- 
clefiattic counfellor Lefs teaches 
them religion ; and the countellor 
Feder inftructs them in morality ; 
thefe matters are rewarded by an 
extraordinary appointment of 1000 
crowns per annum each. 

Philadelphia, April 15. The laws 
which our legiflarure paffed latt 
year, laying an addinon.l tonnage 
on Brith veiicls, and impoting 
extra duties on merchandize im- 
ported in them, are now repealed ; 
and all veflels have now fall liberty 
to trade here on equal terms with 
thofe of the United States. 

New York, Mav 30. Col. Hum- 
phreys, lately arrived from France, 
has brought with him a number of 
elegant iwords, made agreeable to 
different refolves of congreis, to be 
prefented to a number of gentle- 
men, who, by a¢ts of herotim, di- 
itinpuifhed themielves in the late 
revoluuon. 

31. This month has been dittin- 
guifhed by a very extraordinary cir- 
cumiiance in the conduct of his roy- 
al highnefs the prince of Wales, of 
which the tollowing appear to be 
authentic particulars: the prince, 
finding his affairs embarratled by the 
{malinefs of his income, applied to 
his majetty for afliltauce ; afluring 
his mujeity, that, it any part of his 
conduct was thought inproper, he 
would, upon its being made known te 
hin, alter the fanie, and conform to 
his majetty’s withes in every thing 
that was becomming a yentieman. The 
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king ordered a flate of the rince’s 
affuirs to be laid before him, “A 
ftate of the pritmce’s debts was 
made out, amounting in the whole 
to about 230,000l. to which was 
added = 24,00>1. for completigg 
Carlton-houfe, making in the whole 
250,0001 which account was laid 
before his majefty. On the 4th 
inftant, in the evening lord South. 
ampton received his majetty’s an- 
fwer, which was a direct and 
fitive refufal. His royal highnefs, 
upon being informed of this anfwer, 
took his refolution to retire to a 
private ftation. 

In confequence of this determi- 
nation in his highnefs, letters were 
onthe 7th written to the gentlemen 
of his houfehold, ftating, that their 
fervices would for the prefent be 
difpenfed with. 

The conduct of lord Southamp. 
ton, during the whole of the nego- 
ciation, has been exceedingly ho 
nourable and correct. ‘The mef 
faces which pafled between his 
majetty and the prince were all in 
writing, and the noble lord con- 
ducted the bufinefs in the moft im- 
paitial manner. 

The four gentlemen whom his 
highnefs has chofen to retain in his 
houtehold, and to whom the ma- 
nayement of the funds to be fet apart 
for the payment of his debts is in 
trufted, are col. Hotham, col. Hulfe, 
col. Lake, and Henry Lyte, efq. 

‘Tatterfal received orders to go to 
Newmarket, and take inventories of 
the horfes which make up his royal 
highnefs’s ftud, together with his 
carriages, &c. und to bring the 
whole to the hammer with all cons 
venient fpeed; which was accords 
invly done on the 24th and 25th 
initant, when the whole ftad, cons 
fitting of brood mares, horfes in 
training, yearling colts, yearling 
fillies, hunters and hacks, and 
coach- 
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coach horfes, fold for the fum of 
feven thoufand two hundred and 
twenty- -five euine: is. The grand 
rooms, the furniture, &c. of Carle- 
ton-houfe, are to be cafed, and the 
whole locked up, except two or 
three fall apartments for his hich- 
nefe’s ufe when he may occafionally 
come to town. 

The expence of his royal high- 
nefs has been chiefly confined to his 
building and to his ftud; the latter 
ef which coft him 30,0001. per an- 
num. 

The houfehold of the prince is 
now to be reduced from 25 to 
s,oool. per annum; and it will a- 
mount to this fum in confequence 
of his highnefs having fettled {mall 
penfions on a number of old do- 
mefties, who depended upon him 
for fubtiftence. His ftables, inftead 
of 30,0col. will not now coft him 
more than 2,000l. per annum. His 
table, which was always managed 
with great ceconomy, and which, 
notwithftanding his fuperb enter- 
tuinments, never coft more than 
between 9 and 10,c0ol, per annum, 
will be now confined within 2 or 
3,0-0l, 

The conduct of the royal father 
on the prefent occafion has been go- 
verned by the emergency of the 
times; that of the fon proves the 
felicity of a ready fubmiffion to 
the diftates of his fuperior. The 
former, being convinced that his 
fubjects were already fufficiently 
burthened by an unavoidable impo- 
fition of numerous taxes, was very 

naturally induced to advife his fon 
to adopt the moft eligible plans of 
oeconomy relating to his expendi- 
ture. The latter, feeling the pro- 
priety of the admonition, has very 
readily acquiefced ; and, in confe- 


quence, the various retrenchments 


in his houfehold ettablifhment have 
taken place, 
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Huntingdon, dug. 2. At our-affizes 
on Monday, Jarvis Matcham was 
capitally convicted for the wilful 
murder of Benjamin Jones, drum- 
merin the goth regiment, on the 
roth day of Auguitt 1780. He was 
executed thisday. [Sve page 27.] 

2. This evening the following 
article appeared in a London Ga- 
zette Extraordinary. 

* St. James’ s, Augutft 2. 

«« This morning, as his Majefty 
was alighting from his carriage, at 
the gate of the palace, a woman 
who was waiting there, under pre- 
tence of prefenting a petition, ftruck 
at his majefty with a knife, but pro- 
videntially his majefty receiv ol no 
injury. The woman was immedi- 
ately taken into cutlody, and upon 
examination, appears to Ne infane,”” 

The ci-cumtiances attending this 
alarming event are thus related: 
As the king was alighting from his 
poft-chariot, at the garden entrance 
of St. James’s, the woman, whe 
appeared very decently drefled, in 
the act of prefenting a paper to his 
majelly, which he was recciving 
with great condefcenfion, itruck a 
concealed knife at his breatt, which 
his majefty happily avoided by 
drawing back. As the was making 
a fecond thruft, one of the yeomen 
caught her arm, and, at the fame 
inftant, one of the king’s footmen 
wrenched the knite from her hand. 
The king, with great temper and 
fortitude exclaimed, ‘*1 am not 
hurt—take care of the poor woman 
—<co not hurt her.” 

The fame day fhe underwent an 
éxamination before the privy coun- 
cil, when it appeared that her name 
was Margaret Nicholfon, daughter 
of Georce Nicholfon ot Stockon- 
upon-Tees; and that fhe had lived in 
fevcral creditable ferviccs. Being 


(C 3) afked 
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atked where the had lived fince the 
keft her lait plac? the aniwered 
frantically, * the had been all a- 
broad fince that matter of the crown 
broke out,”—Being afked what mat- 
ter, the went on rambiing, that 
the crown was her’s—the wanted 
nothing but herright that fhe had 

eat property—that if fhe had not 
ce right, England weuld be drown- 
ed in blood for a thoufand genera- 
tions. Being further alked where 
fhe now iived, fhe antwered roti- 
onally, **at Mr. Fitk’s, tlationer, 
the corncr of Wigmore-ftrect, Ma- 
rybone.”” On being queftioned, as 
to her right, fhe would anfwer 
none but a judee, her rights were 
amyfiery. Being afked, it fhe had 
ever petitioned, fhe faid fhe had, ten 
daysazo. On looking back among 
the papers, fuch petition was found, 
full ot princely nonfenfe about ty- 
rants, ufurpers, and pretenders to 
the threne, &c. &c. 

Mr. Fitk being fent for and in- 
terrogated, faid the had lodced with 
him aboutthree years; that he had 


not ebferved any ftriking marks of 


infanity about her—the was certain- 
ly very odd at times—trequently 
tulking to herfelf—that the lived by 
taking in plain work, &c. Others 
who knew her faid, fle was very 
induitrious, and they never fufpec- 
tcd her of inianity. 

Dr. Monro being fent for, faid, 
it was impoffible to difcover with 
certainty immediately whether the 
was infane or not. It was propof- 
ed to commit her for three or tour 
days to Toth ltields Bridewell. This 
was objected to, becaufe is was faid, 
fhe was a ttate prifoner. At length 
it was agreed to commit her to the 
cuftody of a mefiencer. 

Her lodgings being examined, 
there were tound three letters about 
her pretended right to the crown, 
ove te Lord Manstiel’, one to lord 


PRINCIPAL 






[ Augua, 


Loughborough, and one to gen, 
Bramham. 

12. Between this and the 2d ip. 
ftant, Margaret Nicholfon under. 
went fome farther examination, the 
refule of which appeared in the fol- 
lowing article of this day, 

** Whitehall, Aug. S, 1786, 
PRESEN ', 
The Lords of his ma‘eiiy’s mof 
honourable council. 

This day Margaret Nicholfon, in 
cuftody for an attempt on bis majef- 
ty’s perfon, was brought before the 
lords of his majefty’s moit honcur- 
able privy council, and after a full 

. ‘ 

examivation of Dr. John and Dr. 
Thomas Monro, and feveral other 
witnefles concerning the tlate of her 
mind, as well now as for fome time 
patt, and alfo after examining the 
faid Margaret Nicholion in perion, 
their Lordfhips were clearly and 
unanimoufly cf opinion, that fhe 
was and is infane. 

W. Fawxkener.” 

In confequence of this determi- 
nation, the unhappy woman was 
conveyed, on the oth inilant, toa 
cell prepared tor her in Bethlehem 
Hofpital. 

—Yelterday, the lord mayor, al- 
dermen, fherifis, and common coun- 
cil of the city, went in proceflion 
to St. James’s, to prefent an ad- 
drefs to his majefty, on his happy 
efcape from affaffination. (See Pxd- 
lic Papers.) On this occalion, the 
honour of knizhthood was conter- 
red on Benjamin Hammet, efq. al- 
derman. 

Whitehaven, Aug. 11. A few mi- 
nutes before two this morning the 
fhock of an earthquake was very 
fentibly felt in this town and neigh- 
bourhood ; its continuance from 
three to five feconds. “The baro- 
meter at twenty-nire degrees, the 
weather clofe and fultry. Its di- 
rection fuppofed from fouth-eatt, 
accompanied 
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accompanied with a rumbling noife 
jathe air. There was not fuffici- 
ent light to make farther obferva- 
tions. The contternation it caufed 
was inexpreffible. A chimney was 
thrown down in Tangren-itrect, 
three people in different parts of the 
town were thrown off their feet, and 
one confiderably hurt. 

« We have accounts of the fhock 
being felt at the following places, 
viz. Workingt: n, the quay a lit 
tle damaged ; Mary-port, Cocker- 
mouth, Redmain, Kefwick, Lorton, 
very feverc, but no damage. Egre- 
mont, fome chimnies thrown down, 
and part of the ruins of the cattle. 


Bootle, Broughton, Kavengla's, 
Ulveriton, no damage. Kendal, 
Lancatter, Garflang,  Preiton, 


Hawkefhead, no damage. Penrith, 
Appleby, Brough, fome old walls 
thrown down in the neighvourhood 
of thefe places. In the Ifle of 
Mann, and at Dublin, no damage 
whatever. Thefe are all the places 
we have received accoun's trom; 
but there is little doubt of its hav- 
ing been general, at leaft chrough- 
out thefe parts of the kingdom. 
The fhock was alfo felt at New- 
cattle and Dumfries, where two 
fliocks were felt at the diftance of 
three or four feconds. Birds were 
thrown from their flicks in the cage 
es, and were heard to flutter, the 
tiles heard to rattle on fome houfes, 
but no material hurt. At Glafgow 
the fluttering of the birds in the 
cages was particularly remarked 
with a low rumbling noife trft, af- 
terwards louder noife—at Kirkud- 
bnght, the day before the concuf- 
fion, the air was remarkably clofe, 
itill, and fultry, and was here pre. 
ceded by a rumbling noife. At 
Gilltane it was fo violenr that a lit- 
tle more, the reporter fays, (who 
buntelf felt the thock) would have 
Lrought gown his houfe, At the 
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time of the fhock it rained violent- 
ly. Several ruth-lights went out, 
and it was with difficulty they could 
burn for fome time afterwards. 

Windfor, Auguft 16. His majetty, 
the queen, and their royal high 
n: fles the princefs royal, princefs 
Augutta and princefs Elizabeth, fet 
out from carl Harcourt’s feat at 
Nuncham Court, after divine fer- 
vice on Sunday morning la‘t, and 
arrived at the Eattern gate of the, 
public fchools at Oxford foon after 
one o’clock. ‘They were conducted 
through the Divinity School to the 
Sheldonian Theatre, where their 
majelties and the princeffes being 
feated, the vice-chancellor prefent- 
ed an addrefs from himielf, and the 
Matters and Scholars of the Uni- 
verity, which his majefty was pleaf- 
ed to reccive very gracioufly, and to 
return a moft gracious anfwer. 

Their majetties from thence pro- 
ceeded to vilit the chapel at New 
College, the colleges of Wadham, 
Trinity, Lincoln, and Brazen Nofe. 
They then went to the Council 
Chamber, where an addrefs was 
prefented from the mayor, bailiffs, 
and commonalty, and mof graci- 
oufly received by his majeily, whe 
was at the fame time pleafed to 
confer the honour of knighthood 
on Richard Tawney, efq. fenior al- 
derman of the city of Oxtord, Their 
majeities, with the princeffes, then 
vifited Chriit Church College, and 
returned to Nuneham the fame e- 
veimng, at about halt an hour af- 
ter fix o’clock. 

Their majeflies and the princeffes 
fet out again from Nuncham be- 
tween nine and ten o’clock on Mon- 
day morning and arrived at Blen- 
heim between eleven and twelve, 
having been met, and attended 
thither by the inhabitants of Wood- 
ftock. Their majeilies were re- 
ccived at Blenheim by t:.e duke and 
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duchefs of Marlborough with every 
mark, of attention and refpect. 
After having viewed the houfe, and 
as much of the park as the time 
would admit of, they returned to 
Nuncham about eight o’clock. 

On Tuefday morning, at Nune- 
ham, his majefty was pleafed to con- 
fér the honour of knighthood on 
Charles Nourfe cfq. of Oxtord ; 
and an addrefs was there prefented 
to the king from the gentlemen, 
clergy, and other inhabitants of the 
town of Winey, and its neigh- 
beurhood, which his majefty was 
pleafed to receive very graci- 
oully. 

Their majeflies and the princeffes 
left Nuncham a little after one 
o'clock, and arrived at Windfor a 
little before fix o’clock on Tuefday 
evening. 


SEPTEMBER. 


2. This evening his imperial and 
royal highnefs Ferdinand, archduke 
of Auilria, governor of Milan, with 
her royal hichneis Beatrix, of Effe, 
princels of Modena, his confort, are 
rived in town with their fuite. 

g. Thre Archduke Ferdinand of 
Auitria, attended at the Old Bailey, 
accompanied by Mr. Rofe and o- 
thers, to note the forms of trial 
for capital offences in this country, 
and was very inquifitive a3 to the 
proceedings, He was dreffed, after 
the Enghfh manner, in a plain 
drab coat and white waittcoat, is 
about 30 years of age, affable, and 
gentecl, 

Oxford, Sept. 16. On Tueday 
evening arrived here the archduke 
and archduchefs of Autiria, under 
the titles of count and countefs of 
Neliembourg ; prince Charles Al- 
bani, firit coutin to the archduchefs 
and his confort; prince Rezzo- 
nico, fenator of Rome; count So- 
derini, the Veactian refident, prince 





(September, 


Lichtenftein ; and count Rezviekki, 
the imperial ambaflador, hei 
illuftrious vifitors, with their fuite, 
were next morning § conduéted 
to feveral of the public buildings 
and colleges ; Car on Wednefday 
went to Blenheim, the feat of the 
duke of Marlborough. On Thurf- 
day they made the tour of Stowe, 
the feat of the marquis of Buck- 
ingham ; and yeiterday morning 
fet out for Nuneham, the feat of 
the earl of Harcourt. Returning 
about one o'clock, their royal high- 
nefles vilited the rett of the colleges, 
obfervatory, &c. 

They were pleafed to exprefs 
the highett fatisfaction on being 
fhewn the various colleges and 
other edifices ; and feemed highly 
to approve of the mode of acade- 
mic education ettablifhed in this 
univerfity. Nor were they lefs 
delighted with the magnificent feats 
of the above nobility. 

18. In compliment to the arch- 
duke of Auttria, his majefty this 
day commenced the hunting fport 
on Windfor foreft. He was ac- 
companied by his highnefs during 
the chace 

Their highneffes, with their nob!e 
attendants, have paid attention to 
every thing worthy of note in the 
policy, agriculture, manufactures, 
and commerce of this country. 
‘They have vifited the feveral de- 
partments of ftate, the treafury, 
admiralty, navy, and victualling- 
offices, the cuftom-houfe, and pott- 
office, the dock yards at Portl- 
mouth, &c. 

Newveafile upon Tyne, Sept. 20+ 

Lunardi’s attempt to afcend ycitere 
day from the Spital ground was 
productive of a very melancholy 
accident. The balloon was about 
one-third full, and a great many 
gentlemen were holding it by the 
netting, when Lunaydi went to pour 
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into the ciftern the reft of the oil 
of vitriol deftined for the purpofe. 
This having caufed a ftrong effer- 
yefcence, generated inflammable air 
with fuch rapidity, that fome of it 
efcaped from twe different parts of 
the lower end of the apparatus, and 
fpread among the feet of feveral 
entlemen who were holding the 
awe and who were fo alarmed, 
that leaving it at liberty, they ran 
from the fpot. The balloon now 
rofe with great velocity, carrying 
up with it Mr. Ralph Heron, a 
gentleman of this town, about 
twenty-two years of age, fon of 
Mr. Heron, under-fheritf of North- 
umberland. 

This unhappy victim helda flrong 
rope which was fatiened to the 
crown of the balloon, twifted about 
his hand, and could not difengage 
himfelf when the other gentlemen 
fled; he was of courfe elevated 
about the height of St. Paul’s cu- 
pola, when the balloon turned 
downward, the crown divided from 
it, and the unfortunate gentleman 
fell to the ground 

He did not expire immediately, 
having fallen upon very fof ground; 
he fpoke for fome time to his un- 
happy parents, and to the furgeons 
who came to affiit him; but his 
internal vefiels beings broken, he 
died about an hour and an half after 
the fall. 

Lunardi made a precipitate re- 
treat froni the town to avoid the 
refentment of the populace. 

21. His majetty, after taking the 
diverfion of hunting in the morning 
in Windfor foreft, went to the 
Obfervatory on the tower, to view 
by nght-glaffes the procefs of a 
grand experiment which was put to 
trial at Shooter’s Hill and Nettle- 
bed by two experienced engineers, 
for conveying fignals in the night 
between army and army in cafe of 
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feparation ; in the neighbourhood 

Shooter’s Hill the ght was ree 
fleted with fo much {plendoyr, 
that people might fee to read ata 
great dittance. It was conducted 

means of the rotary motion 
of a wheel, which gave it the ap- 
pearance of a twinkling ftar to a 
diftant fpeétator. On the fuccefs 
of this experiment his majefty ex- 
preffed great fatisfaction. 

23. The culture of that valuable 
roet the potatoe has lately engaged 
the attention of fume gentlemen 
of fortune eminently {killed in agri- 
culture ; among others io bil- 
lingfby, efq. of the Bath focicty, 
who, after two plouchings from an 
oat flubble, hirrowing and dunging 
at the rate of 30 cart loads of dung 
per acre, obtained from fix acres 
550 facks of the beft potatoes 

z4olb, per fack), 100 ditto mid- 
ling, and so ditto fmall; in all 
700 facks: or per acre 116 facks; 
or bufhels, at 6olb. per bufhel, 350. 
The planting was begun the 
latter end of April, and finifhed 
the 25th of May, in beds eight feet 
wide, and the alley 2 and a half 
feet ; the fets were placed one foot 
diflance on the fallow, then dun 
was fpread on them, after whidhe 
they were covered three or four 
inches with the earth from the al- 
leys. Five facks of feeds were plante 
ed to each acre. 

The above gentleman laft year 
obtained the Bath focicty’s pre- 
mium for the produce of feventy 
acres of potatoes, of which fix 
acres, bejng- a fair part of the 
above, yielded of beft potatoes 600 
facks, 120 middling ¢itto, and so 
ditto of fmall; in all 770 facks; 
or per acre 128 one-half facks ; or 
buihels, at 6olb. each 385,.<-Here 
feven facks to the acre were planted. 

Carrick-on-Siur, dept 17 This 
morning, fir Richard Mufgrave, 
high 








hich theriff of the county of Wa- 
terford, with a party of the army, 
conducted a convict of the late 
afiees, one of the perfons called 
Rightboys, from Waterford to Car- 
rick, to be whipped, in confequence 
of the judgment pronounced againtt 
him for his offences. Previoufly 
to his leaving Waterford, he had 
taken care to engage a drummer 
of the army, quartered in Water- 
ford, to inflict the punifhment ; 
who, juft at his fetting out, when 
it was too late to provide a fub- 
ftitute, fhrunk from his engage- 
ment, and lett the high theriff un- 
aMfiited, to difcharge the fentence 
of the law. Having reached Car- 
rick, he made all pothble fearch, 
and took every flep to procure an 
executioner. He ufed the mott 
encouraging arguments, and engag- 
ed the mott perfect concealment 
and difyuife of the perfon who 
fhould undertake it, and propofed 
a laree reward; but all in vain. 
Being leit thus deferted, with his 
ray Cec he executed the fentence 
of the law. 

Naples, Auguff 1. The Banking- 
houfe, or Mount of Piety, is entirely 
bo ror down, ‘The building ay yt 


f 'e evening of the 31ft of 
] 4 the flames rapidly made 
t y trom the compting houfe 
tc choule, where the pledg- 
c 1 was kept, from thence to 
t! vnber-yard, and other paris of 
t! ving. All the account 
boo. , toe pledges, the timber, and 


t! ps belonging to the bank 
fo t 7o years back were con- 
fu cd The ravages of this fire 
lates three days. ‘The damage to 
the Bank is faid to amount to 
1,700,000 crowns, befides the im- 
mesic lois to thofe who had pledg. 
ed their goods, on which = there 
was never more lent than a quarter 
of their valuc. Several of the 
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rfons employed in the Bank haye 
she apprehended on a Luipicion 
of having wiltully fet fire to it in 
order to conceal their peculations, 
Thus this fuperb edifice, the work 
of the celebrated architect Fon. 
tana, which the populace of Naples 
always {pared in their infurrect ons, 
has fallen a victim to rapacity and 
villainy. 

Vienna, Auguft 31. His imperial 
mujefty having found it convenient 
to cransfer the public offices, ufually 
held at Prefburg in Hungary, to 
Buda, the inhabitants of that cit 
defired permiilion to ereét his fla- 
tue to perpetuate their gratitude, 
His majefty’s anfwer, written with 
his own hand, was to the follow. 
ing effet : 

‘“* When I fhall have eradicated 
the prejudices which uppofe them- 
felves to the progrefs of reafon, 
and they are replaced by a pure 
and well directed zeal for the in- 
terefts of our country, and the cer- 
tain knowledge of what may be 
mott advantageous to it; when 
every individual of the ftate thall 
make his happinefs confift in con- 
tributing, according to his abilities, 
to the well-being, fafety, and in- 
creafe of the monarchy :—when I 
fhall fee equity and good order 
reign in the Tribunals, knowledge 
increafe by the perfection of leain- 
ing ; the inftruciion of the people 
more attentively regarded ; the 
difcipline of the clergy more regu- 
lar, and harmony firmly eittablifhed 
between the civi: laws and the pre- 
cepts of religion; when the true 
interefts and duti:s of lords to their 
vaffals, and of vaflals to their lords, 
fall no longer be mifunderiiood : 
—when an augmented population, 
an improved agrtculture, a patro- 
nized induitry, and manutactures 
brought to the utmoft perfection, 
finding a ready, fate, and a tree cu- 
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culation through all the provinces 
of this vait empire, fhall produce 
a pure and fruitful ftream of real 
wealth, which, I truft, will one 
dav be realifed ;—then, perhaps, I 
{vali deferve a ftatue ; but fuch an 
honour is not due to me for hav- 
ing, by the transferral of public 
y dle to Buda, afforded to the 
jnbabitants of that city the means 
of felling their wines at a higher 
price, and of railing the rents of 
their houfes ” 

The emperor has forbidden the 
chanting of vr in private 
houfes, as introductory to innova- 
tions in religion, and a check to in- 
duitry. 

Rome, Avg. 5. On Wednefiay, 
about four in the afternoon, as car- 
dinal Turlone, high inquifitor of 
the holy office, was coming from 
the Vatican, he was fet upon by an 
incenfed multitude, who torced his 
eminence out of the carriage, and 
after cutting off his nofe and ears, 
and mangling him in a moft fhock- 
iag manner, dragged the butchered 
carcafe to Monte Tiburno, where 
they hung it on a gibbet 50 feet 
high, which they erected for that 
purpofe. The reafons affigned for 
th's popular execution are various ; 
but that, which feems to have 
wrought molt powerfully on the 
minds of the populace, was the 
crue ty of hjs dilpofition ; for when 
by the rigour with which he had 
exercifed the office of inquifitor, he 
had filled the gaols throughout the 
pope’s dominions with induftrious 
artificers and others, on flight pre- 
tences, and a motion was made in 
the Vatican for an act of grace, in- 
ftead of giving that motion his fuf- 
trage, he fent an exprefs order to 
the feveral ggolers to keep their pri- 
foners double-ironed, leit an efcape 
fliould be attempted. 

25. The archduke and duchefs of 
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Auttria, with their fuite, arrived in 
town from Bath. On the road, as 
they came through the Devizes, 
they met with a finguler occur 
rence, which afforded them fome 
entertainmenr. A-cuftom has pre- 
vailed in that place, of which the 
following fiory is the foundation : 
A poor weaver pafling through the 

lace, witheut money and frends, 
ine overtaken by hunger, and in 
the utmott neceifity, applied for 
charity to a baker, who kindly gave 
him a penny loat. The weaver 
made his way to Coventry, where, 
after many years indufiry, he ae 


‘maffed a fortune, and by his will, 


in remembrance ot the feufonable 
charity of the Devizes, he be- 
queathed a fum in truft, for the 
purpote of diftributing, on the an- 
niverfary day when Le was fo re- 
lieved, a halfpenny loaf to every 
perfon in the town, gentle and fim- 
ple, and to every traveller that 
fhould pafs through the town on 
that day a penny loaf. The will 
is faithfully adminificred; and the 
duke of Auftria and his fuite pafl- 
ing through the town on the day 
of the Coventiy loaf, a loaf was 
prefented to each of them, of which 
the duke and duchefs were mott 
cheerfully pleafed to accept; and 
the cuitom ftruck the archduke fo 
forcibly, that he initantly minuted 
it down as a curious anecdote, 

29. Thomas Sainfbury, efq. al- 
derman of Billingfgate Ward, was 
elecied lord mayor ot London for 
the year enfuing. 

Duhiin. Sept. 25. At the affizes 
at Billinefloe, dn the 6th inftant, 
John Foy was arraigned upon an ine 
dictment tor procuring and exciting 
Andrew Craig and others, to mur- 
der Mr. M*Donald. (See p. g, 26+) 
The prifoner pleaded an autrefois 
acquit; and, on the gth, the coun- 
fel on both fides joined iffue on that 
plea, 
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plea, fir Samuel Bradftreet and Ba- 
ron Metge being the judges. The 
jndiétment being read, the prifon- 
er’s counfel delivered his plea into 
court, which fated that the pri- 
foner, was, at the laft athizes at Caf- 
tlebar indiéted for being prefent, 
aiding, and affifting, ac the murder, 
and that he was acquitted upon that 
indiétment; and it averred, that 
the offence of which he was indict- 
ed, and the offence of which he 
was formerly acquitted, were the 
fame. The counfel for the crown 
maintained the contrary. The for- 
mcr indiétment was for being pre- 
fent as a principal; this was for 
procuring Scots’ Andrew, and o- 
thers, t0 commit the murder; that, 
the offences being different, the 
plea was no bar. ‘The counfel for 
che prifoner infitted that an acquit- 
al as a principal was a bar to an in- 
dictment for any offence, relative 
thereto, committed before the fact. 
And of this opinion were the judg- 
es, who directed the jury to find 
for the prifoner, which they accord- 
ingly did; but admitted the coun- 
fel for the crown might bring a writ 
of error if they thought fit, 


OCTOBER. 


9+ By the gale on the vth, a Danifh 
flip was wrecked near Shoreham, 
which being difeovered, fix men in 
a boat put off to the affiitance of the 
crew. ‘Thefe were no fooner taken 
on board, than all went to the bot- 
tom together, Two of them rofe 
again, and reached the fhore. A- 
mong thofe who perifhed was Mr. 
Afhman, thip-builder, who lett fe- 
ven children and a widow pregnant 
with the cichth. Mr. O'Brian, and 
fome other gentlemen from Brigh- 
ton, dcsng at Shoreham, {fpetators 
of this inclancholy cataitrophe, on 
they return fet a fubfeription on 
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foot in the rooms, and in a few mi. 
nutes near 200 guineas were col. 
lected. His royal highneid the 
prince of Wales fet the example, 
A play was afterwards acted for the 
widows of the four Shoreham men, 
who left large families, in which 
three private gentleman performed 
three different characters. The 
right hon. Mr. Hamilton wrote the 

prologue and acted in the play. 
Paris, O&. 3. They write from 
Befiers, that fome workmen em- 
ployed in digging a well at Antig- 
nac, a village three miles trom 
thence, got to the depth of about 
fix toifes the third of laf month, 
when, obferving water to rife, they 
redoubled their activity, and were 
prefently aftonifhed by a moft vio- 
lent fubterraneous explofion. Hav- 
ing recovered from their iurprize, 
they again approached the pit, at 
the bottom ot which they perceiv- 
ed one of their comrades, to whom 
they called, but received no anfwer. 
One of his brothers being appre- 
henfive for his fafety, defcended in 
a bucket, in order to yield him af: 
fiftance ; but this man fhewed no 
figns of life after he had reached 
the bottom. He was followed by 
a third, who experienced the fame 
fate. A fourth had the courage to 
defcend, his companions taking the 
precaution of fattening a rope to 
him; and followimg him with the 
eye, as he was gently lowered, they 
foon perceived his head to droop, 
and his whele frame to be violently 
agitated, Being immediately drawn 
up, he continued without motion 
for two hours.— Recourfe was now 
had to experiments which ought to 
have been firft adopted. They let 
down a cock in a bucket, and on 
being drawn up it was found on 
the point of expiring, with its feas 
thers burnt. ‘The fame was done 
with a cat, which was almoft dead 
whea 





3 


1786.) 


when drawn up. By means of 
hooks and other implements the 
three perfons were raifed out of the 
it, being quite lifelefs, and all 
their fkin appearing to be calcined. 
The letters tarther fay, that the 
fubterranecous noife fill continues, 
and that chemiits are endeavouring 
to difeover the caufe of the explo- 
fion, and of the vaporous gas, 
which has proved fo fatal in its ef- 
fects. It is added, that virrified 
matter has been taken from the pit, 
which, it is fuppofed, muft have 
been in a ftate of fufion. 
it. Thé rev. Henry Stow, of 
Ipfwich, has eftablifhed a {chool 
for ten poor boys of the age of feven 
years, who are to be clothed, 
taught to read, and learnt to fpin, 
for the term of three years, during 
which time thev are to attend their 
mailer to church every Sunday 
morning and afternoon. Their 
eainings, over and above finding 
them in cloaths, as an encourage- 
ment to induitry, are to be given 
to them at the expiration of the a- 
bove period, when they are to give 
place to another fucceifion of boys 
of the fame age. 3 
18%. We record the following act 
with great pleafure, in an age when 
general diflipation feems to have ex- 
hauited the means of gencrofity. 
The late duke of Norfolk had in 
his fervice a perfon of the name of 
T-—~-s, who had attended him 
when only a private gentleman, 
and continued with him till his de- 
ceafe. When the will of the noble 
duke was opened, there appeared a 
bequeit to his domeftic of 1ocl. and 
20]. per annum, for his life. He 
was thedding a tear to the memory 
ot his mafter and benefaGor, when 
he was alarmed by an affertion of 
the prefent duke, that there was 
certainly a miilake in the will; he 
trembled for his furure {ublittence ; 
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but was relieved by the noble duke’s 
declaring, that his father mutt 
have meant 2ol. legacy for mourn- 
ing, and tool. a year. The error 
in the will has been thus humanely 
rectified, and apartments in Arun- 
del-houfe have been added, where 
his continued attachment and fer 
vice are rewarded by comfort in the 
evening of his days. 

19. On the 18th of Sept. the 
lady Catherine Boccabadati, wife 
of the marquis fenator Albergati 
Cupacelli, aged 38 years, ended 
her life at Bologna in the moft tra- 
gical manner. Having had a dif- 
pute at dinner, about an object of 
fmall importance, which fhe de- 
fended with fome heat, and being 
contradicted by her hufhand, fhe 
left the room, taking with her a 
child of eight years old, with whona 
flie went up ftairs, and after tender- 
ly embracing the child, fhe took 
out of a cafe a Venetian dagger, 
which fhe inftantly ran into her 
body, The child immediately ery- 
ing out, alarmed the family, and 
the marquis running up flairs, the 
enraged lady with redoubled fury, 
on fecing him, plunged the dagger 
through her heart; by which fe- 
eond thruft the inflantty fell dead 
at his feet. 

26. On Saturday the man who 
had undertaken, for the fum of 2ol. 
to bring to the ground the weather 
cock upon the {pire of the old Abs 
bey Church of St. Alban’s, fuc- 
ceeded in his hazardous attempt: 
he defcended about four in the at- 
ternoon. This adventurer is a 
young man, by trade a batket-mak- 
er; and he made his fcafold from 
the ground to the top of the {pire 
entirely with ozier twigs, formin 
a ferpentine paflage, with a kind of 
landing-place, every fix or eight 
fteps. ‘The novelty and ingenuity 
of the contrivance and dexterity 7 
the 
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the author, afforded fuch general 
fatisfsétion, that a very liberal fub- 
fcription has been made for his be- 
netit. 

Berlin, OA. t7. Amongft the many 
changes made by our new king, 
onc is in favour of the German lan- 
guage, which he has ordered to be 
ufed in all public bufinefs, initead 
of the French as heretofore; his 
majefty having declared to his mi- 
nifters in council, ** We are Ger- 
mans, and fo we will remain.’’ This 
language is, therefore, now {poken 
at court, and all the king’s letters 
are tranfctibed in it. All foreign- 
ers employed in the king’s fervice 
are to retire on a penfion, and to 
be replaced by natives, fubjects of 
the king.” 


NOVEMBER. 


1. At the council held at the 
queen’s palace yefterday fe’ennight, 
a committee from the royal College 
of Phyficians of London, confitling 
of the pretident, the twocenfors, and 
three of the fellows of the London 
college, Warwick-lane, were ad- 
mitted, fer the purpofe of laying 
before bis majefty in council a new 
revifed and corrected edition ot their 
Pharmacopoeia, or Difpenfary, for 
the ule of the apothecaries and o- 
thers practiting the fcience of phy- 
fic in Great Britain, which being 
received, »hey were favoured with 
the kinw’s mandate, directing it for 

eneral ufe. | he lait edition of the 
College Difpenfary was in the year 
1 ha mthe igth year of George 

a+ Came on before Jord Mans- 
field ani lord Loughborough, at 
Serjeunt’s-Inn, the fecond aryu- 
ment in error brought by commo- 
dore Johattone againit capt. Sut- 
ton, when Mr. Ertkine was heard 
at full length for the defendant; 
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and Mr. Scott, the commodore’s 
counfel, rifing to anfwer, was told 
it was quite unneceffary, as nothing 
had been faid which could induce 
their lordfhips to alter their opini- 
on, that the judgment obtuined b 
capt. Sutton in the court of exche. 
quer fhould be reverfed. — The cae 
was fimply this ;—capt. Sutton ob- 
tained a verdict for soool. againt 
commodore Johnftone. A new tri- 
al was granted by the court of ex. 
chequer: a fecond trial had—a fe. 
saad verdict for 600cl.—A motion 
was then made, grounded on feve- 
ral points of law, to arreft judg- 
ment. The court confirmed the 
verdict. The commodore brings a 
writ of error on the fame points his 
motion in arreft of judgment was 
founded on This writ of error, 
by act of parliament, is in the judg- 
ment of the lord chancellor; but 
his lordflup referred the judgment 
to the two chicf jultices, who have 
reverfed the judgment of the court 
of exchequer. 

g- This day the lord mayor, ac- 
companied by the aldermen and 
theritls in their carriages, and pree 
ceded by the city marihals, went to 
Wettmintter Hall; when his Lord- 
fhip was {worn into his office at the 
bar of the exchequer court, and res 
corded warrants of attorney in the 
different courts for the duc execu- 
tion of his office. 

In confequence of the requett of 
the lord chamberlain, on the death 
ot the princefs Amelia, the lord 
mayor went up to the exchequer 
chamber to be fworn, with hele 
move ceremony than that of a pri- 
vate gentleman. 

10. About two in the afternoon, 
the countefs of Strathmore was ta- 
ken from the houfe of Mr. Forttet 
in Oxford-itreet, under pretence of 
a Warrant to take her before lord 
Mausiield. She was forcibly thrutt 
into 
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snto her own carriage, her coach- 
man taken from the box, and a 
ftranger put in his place, who drove 
off at a furious rate, and did not 
ftop till he arrived at Barnet, where 
the carriage was met by a company 
of armed men, to the number of 
eight: in paffing through one of 
the turnpikes, the Jady was feen to 
ftruggle much, apparently. gagged, 
and in great diflrefs.—Application 
was immediately made to the court 
of King’s Bench tor an habeas cor- 
pus, to effect a refcue. (See Vol, 
V/. page 13.) 

11. Came on in the court of 
King’s Bench a trial at bar, in the 
remarkable caufe between the na- 
tural daughter of the late Ch. 
Mellifh, .efq. and his niece. The 
caufe had already been triedy (See 
Vol. VI. page 49+) wheh a verdict 
was obtained by the daughter, 
which was fet afide by a fubfequent 
one in the Common Pleas. The 
deceafed made two wills, one in 
1774, Which gave place to one in 
1780. There was alfo a codicil in 
1781, and the contelt was, to which 
of the wills it applied. The will 
in 1780 being ettablifhed by weight 
of evidences, the codicil of courfe 
mult refer to that, and fo it was de- 
termined. Mr. Erikine, in order 
that his chent might have a new 
trial, moved that Richard Roe 
fhould eome into court, which of 
courfe produced a nonfuit. 

Sal foury, Nov. 13. The remains 
ofa Roman villa, covering near 
an acre of ground, were on Mon- 
day laft difcovered in Pitt mead, a- 
bout two miles this fide of War- 
miniter. They found fome very 
curious teffelated pavement, evi- 
dently the remains of baths, alfo 
pieces of urns, and domeftia uren- 
fils, made of beautiful clay. Pit:- 
mead is about two hundied yards 
@iltant from the turnpike road, 
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Verlucio, a principal Roman fta- 
tion, was in the heighbourhood, 

15. Yetterday the recorder thews 
ed caufe, in the court of ery 
Bench, againft a rule obtained by 
Mr. Tomlins, for a mandamus te 
be directed to the lord mayor and 
aldermen of the city of London, to 
be admitted to the office of one of 
the auditors of the faid city, he 
having a majority upon the poll, 
Mr. Tomlins, jun. in fupport of 
the rule ftated, that the cuftom or 
ufage which had been declared to 
the livery in common hall by the 
recorder, previous to the election 
of auditors on Midfummer day lat, 
(that a liveryman, who had ferved 
the {aid office two years fucceflively, 
was not eligible to be re-elected) 
was not an immemorial cuftom, bur 
merely an ufage entitling the party 
elected to an exemption from ferv- 
ing the office it he thought proper. 
Mr. Recorder afferted, that the 
diftinction was as new as abfurd, 
and that they ought to lay fome 
authority before the court in fups 
port of it, which they neither had 
nor could do, 

The affidavit in fupport of the 
rule which ftated the whole of the 
proceedings of the common hall 
and court of aldermen, on Midfum- 
mer day laft, was then read, and 
Mr. Douglas on behalf of Mr. 
Tomlins, prayed, that the writ of 
mandamus might iffue; in oppofi- 
tion thereto, an affidavit, made by 
the fulicitor, was read, which ftat- 
ed that he had traced this cuftom 
for near three hundred years back 
by fearches in the corporation 
books, and that the invariable uf- 
age in the cle‘tion of auditors had 
been as betore ftited by the record- 
er; that this ufage or cuttom was 
ftrongly fortified by an act of com- 
mon council, in the reiyn of one 
of the Edwards ; and that it mutt 
now 
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now be confidered as the lex loci 
of the corporation; in refpect of 
thefe clections, an affidavit was 
made by the common-ferjeant, and 
gown-clerk, in confirmation of this 
wfage within their refpective memo- 
ries. 
The counfel for Mr. Tomlins 
reffed the court to grant the man- 
amus ex debito juftitia, but the 
court declared fe granting fuch 
writ was in their difcretion, and 
that it mutt be coverned by the 
particular facts and circumilances of 
the cafe ; that upon the prefent oc- 
cafion it was incumbent upon Mr, 
Tomlins to have made out a c.fe, 
fupported by affidavits to entile 
him to fuch writ, which he had 
not done. The affidavits produced 
on behalf of the mayor and alder- 
men, ftated the cuftom in the moft 
fatisfactory terms ; they were, there- 
fore, of opinion, there was no foun- 
dation for the prefent application, 
and directed the rule to be dif 
charged. (See page 27, 31+) 
Edinburgh, Nov. 18. A country 
lad, apprentice to a cab net-maker 
of this place, lately applied to our 
mathematical protetlors to be ad- 
mitted a ftident into the clafs for 
the higher geometry. On examin- 
ation, he was too fur advanced to 
receive benefit from any claf$ taught 
here; and though he hod never been 
at any fchool, he anfwered every 
ueition with a facility and elegance 
taftonifhed the profeffors ; and 
what is more, he deduced demon- 
flrations in a manner entirely his 
gwn, and in which no error could 
be difvovered. The univerfity has 
conferred upon him the deyree of 
matter of arts, and appointed him 
keeper of the colleve 0 fervatory. 
20. Laft Friday morning, about 
fix o'clock, the battery at Bright- 
helmitone fell down, with a noife 
like the report of cannon. The 
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defiruction of the battery was oc. 
cafioned by the late high tide, which 
flowed with an impetuoiity that not 
only wafhed away both ends, but 
alfo fapped the very foundation of 
it, intomuch that its fall has ever 
fince been expected 

From the tall of the battery, the 
hou‘e belonging to it, and feveral o. 
ther valuable ones adjacent, are 
thought to be in the utmott danger, 

Sunday fix of the guns belong. 
ing to Brighthelmitone battery, 
were waflied from its ruins into the 
fea. ‘The others have been fince 
removed out of the reach of the 
Waves. 

21. At the bank 471,000]. 3 per 
cent. flock Was transferred to Mr, 
Van Otten on account of the land- 
grave of Heffe, fo much being duc 
on Hellian foldie:s loft in the Ame. 
rican war, at 3ol. a man. 

22. Yeilerday, Edward Aylette, 
the attorney, flood in the pillory in 
New Palace Yard, We(imintter, for 
wilful and corrupt perjury. (Sve 
page 31-) 

23. Jutt before the fitting of the 
court of King’s Bench lady Strath- 
more was brought into Weitmintter- 
hall; and immediately on the ar- 
rival of the judges, Mr. Law, her 
counfel, moved, that fhe might be 
permitted to exhibit articies of the 
peace againit Mr. Bowes and feve- 
ral others; which being granted, 
he then moved for an attachment 
againft Mr, Bowes and feveral of 
his accomplices, which was like- 
wife granted. Her ladyfhip had 
been conveyed to her feat at Dur- 
ham, and when the officers went 
there to ferve the writ of habeas 
corpus on Mr. Bowes, he evaded 
it, by privately conveying, her la- 
dyfhip, away; but fhe was foon 
refcued by the peafantry, who 
made Mr. Bowes a prifoner. Her 
ladyfhip, in her affidavit, itated a 
variety 











1586.) OCCURRENCES, (49) 


variety of ill-ufage, which fhe had 30. This day being the anniver- 

experienced from Mr. Bowes, fuch fury of the Royal Society, the fol- 

as being beat, fcourged, and me+ lowing noblemen and gentlemen 

naced with death. were chofen of the council for the 
27. Mr. Bowes appeared in the year enfuing, viz. 

court of King’s Bench, when his Sir Jofeph Banks, bart. prefidenr. ’ 

counfel moved, that he fhould be Samuel Wegg, efq. V.P. treafurer. 

difcharged, on the ground that he Joteph Planta, efq. 

had not been /ega/ly ferved withthe Charles Blagden, M.D. 

habeas corpus; but the court re+ John lord Mulgrave, V. P. 

jected this motion, confidering the Sir William Mufgrave, bart. V. P. 

fervice as good, A fimilar motion Sir William Watfon, knt. V. P. 

was likewife made, on the ground, Rev. Andrew Kippis, D. D. 

that Mr, Bowes was actually hatten- Rev. Nevil Matkelyne, D. D. 

ing to town to make areturn tothe William Pitcairn, M. D. 

habeas corpus, but was prevented New Covuncit. 

by the attack upon his perfon, and Rt. hon. Charles Greville. 

other unavoidable circumtlances; William Herfchel, LL. D. 

but the court contidering this af- Charles Burney, Muf. D. 

fertion as contradicted by the affi- Welbore Ellis Agar, efq. 

davits of other perfons, rejected Rev, C, P. Layard, M. A. 

this motion alfo; and Mr, Bowes Charles duke of Richmond. 

was finally committed to the King’s Charles carl Stanhope. 

Bench prifon till the judges deter- John Topham, efq. 

mine what fecurity he fhall be obs John Turton, M. D. 


} fecretaries 


liged to find to keep the peace. illiam Watfon, M. D. 
Halifax, Nowa Scotia, OF. 10. 
On Ane ae the gth inft. arrived DECEMBER, 
here the Pegafus frigate, command- 1, This day Mr, Bowes exhibit- 


ed by Prince William Henry, who ed certain allegations in the court of 
landed the next day, and was re+ arches in lady Strathmore’s cafe, 
ceived by all ranks of people with and prayed the court for leave to 
the greateit proofs of loyalty and fupport the fame by exhibits upon 
affection to his illuftrious parents. oath. (See page 46, 48.) 
(See p. 22.) 4. John Adams efq. the Ameri- 
20. Letters from Qnebee mention can plenipotentiary, prefented the 
lord Dorchetter’s arrival there, on rev. Dr. White, of Penntylvania, 
the 22d ult. in the Thifbe frigate, and the rev. Dr. Provolt, of New 
to the great fatistaction of the gar- York, to the archbifhop of Canter- 
rifon and inhabitants. bury, to be confecrated bifhops for 
_20. Abrilliantand highly finifhed the United States. The rev. Dr. 
picture of the king of France, fet Griffith, of Virginia, is to be made 
in diamonds, was prefented by Mr. athird, tocomplete the government 
Fden to his majefly at St. James’s. of the epifcopal church in thofe 
He received it tuk the French king States. (See Vol. VI. page 1, 58.) 
himfelf, in order to deliver it in 6. The duke of Atnol has, in 
perfon to the Britith fovercign, as the moft liberal manner, not only 
acommemeration of the promifed given a perpetual right of property 
amity between both potentates, in in his eftate fituated on the river 
confequence of the hgning of the Tay, about fix miles from Perth, 
comthercial treaty. to the Stanley cotten company, 
1786. (D) buc 
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but has alfo lotted out a large tract 
of land ip to a townthip, where peo- 
ple may build houfes on the moit 
moderate terms. ‘This new compa- 
nv have erected a magnificent cot- 
ton mill, which furnifhes employ- 
ment to three or four hundred wo- 
men and children; a foundation fu- 
rior to a hundred workhoufes. 
The above company, lait fum- 
mer, built feveral itreets ot f{mall, 
but comfortable houfes, in the new 
town, for the accommodation of the 
people employed in the cotton mill. 

The duke beholds the growing 
profperity of thefe manutfactories 
with pleafure, and conttantly af- 
fifts the endeavours of dis young 
colony. A few weeks fince, he and 
his duchels gave names to new 
ftreets in his town, fuch as King- 
ftreet, Charlotre-ftreer, Ducheft. 
ftreet, &c. The inhabitants were 
regaled with catks of beer, and are 
to elect magiftrates, for the govern- 
ment of their police. A weekly 
market is to be eftablifhed. Who- 
ever pleafes to fettle there is to be 
made welcome. Inflead of anv ex- 
action for this liberty, great encou- 
ragement is given to new and in- 
dutirious fettlers; and it is not 
doubted but in a fhort time this will 
become a confiderable place for ma- 
nufactures of different kinds. 

9. The Belifarius, which, in con- 
fequence of a plan lately adopted 
by government, is to carry out the 
poor Blacks, to form a new fettle- 
ment on the coaft of Africa, drup- 

d down to Gravefend on Friday 

ft. The intended f tthement is :o 
be eftablithhed on a much broader 
bafis than was at fir intended. It 
is not to confit folely of blacks, bur 
of whites and blacks. A regular 
government, fuch as that of Sene- 
gal or Cape Coatft, is to be formed, 
and lands to be allotted to the blacks 

who are fent out trom Europe. They 
" 
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are to be under the protection of a 
regular tort, fuch as we had at Go 
rec, which is to be built without 
delay. The Belifarius carries out 
engineers for that purpofe ; and the 
blacks are to be pais for affitiing to 
carry on the works. ‘lhe place 
fixed upon for this fort is a {pot 
near Cape St. Anne, on one of the 
banks of the Sierra-Leonc, a river 
on the Coatt of Guinea, which 
empties itfelf into the Atlantic O. 
cean, feveral leagues to the fouth. 
ward of the Gambia, Ac this fort 
will refide a governor, who is to be 
veited with powers civil and milita- 
ry, and to be aiflifted with a coun- 
cil, without whofe concurrence he 
cannot act in cafes of capital pu- 
nifhment. 

Lewes, Dec. 9. Latt Sunday, a- 
bout two in the afternoon, the 
Nueftra Segnora de Begona, capt. 
Antonio de Yebarra, from Bilboa 
to London, was driven on thore, 
about a mile to the wetiward of 
Newhaven pier, when flie¢ was 
dafhed to pieces, ‘The captain’s 
mate and three others, faved them- 
felves by fwimming ; but the cap- 
tain and three of his hands who 
could not fwim, were drowned in 
the prefence of a great number ot 
{pectators, who could give them no 
afliftance. The four thar were fav- 
ed, were furnifed at Newhaven 
with clothes and every other ne- 
ceflary, by Mr. Brown, and others. 
In this town and neighbow hood, 
upwards of ten pounds were col- 
lected for them, through the inter- 
p fition of Mr. Langridge and the 
poitmaiter here, which they receiv- 
ed with every poffible mark of gra- 
titude. On Saturday they went on 
the outfide of the coach for Lon- 
don, in order to get a patlage home. 

On Wednefuay morning, the St. 
Auitle, capt. Colmer, trom Fatt 
Loo, was driven on fhore near the 

laine 
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fame. place, and dafhed to pieces. 
The captain and crew, four in num- 
ber, quitted the wreck in time to 
fave themfelves ; but Mr. and Mrs, 
Giles, a young couple, paffengers, 
who could not be prevailed on to 
leave the veffel, perifhed, ‘lhe 
captain fays, fo averfe was Mr. 
Giles to leave the wreck, that at- 
ter he (the captain) had got fafe to 
land, he lafhed himfelf to a rope, 
{wam again to the wreck, and tin. 
boarded her, faftened a rope roun 
Mrs. Giles, for the purpofe of hav- 
ing her hauled on fhore; but her 
hufband immediately caft it*off a- 
rain, and exclaimed, ** My dear 
lila, don’t leave me!” She flaid ! 
—This unfortun.te lady was a dif- 
tant relation of lord Courtney’s. 
The failors were treated with the 
greate(t humanity at Newhaven. 
11. On Friday, a curious caufe 
was tried, before Lord Loughbo- 
rough, wherein ft butcher was 
plaintiff, in an action of damages 
futtained by his being prohibited 
from exercifing the trade of a but- 
cher, by an order of the rulers of 
the fynagogue, on a charge by the 
defendant, of his felling meat to 
the Jews, unflamped, and improper- 
ly killed; that is, not killed agree- 
able to the Jewifh laws: the plain- 
uff alledged, that he bought the 
meat of a carcafe butcher in White- 
chapel, who generally killed for 
the Jews, whom he offered to bring 
as a witnefs: burt the Jewifh laws 
would not permit him to be exa- 
mined before the rulers, on account 
of his being a Chriffian, on which 
account a charge having been made, 
and no proot of innocence adduc- 
ed, he was adjudged guilty, and fuf- 
fered accordingly. Serjeant Bol- 


ton, countel for the plaintiff, infitt- 
ed, that though the Jewifh laws 
prevented the man frem Chriftian 
evidence to prove his innocence, 
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yet as the plaintiff was a fubject of 
this country, he was entitled to the 
protection of its laws.——Mr. Mor- 
gan, counfel for the defendant, and 
rulers of the fynagogue, difplayed 
a wonderful knowledge of the Jew- 
ifh laws and cultoms, and infifted, 
that as the yovtrpment of this 


country tolerated the Jews to regu- 


late their own police, efpecially 
with regard to matters of religion, 
the plaintiff having been convicted 
by thofe laws, could not feek re- 
drefs from that court. A blame 
was imputed to the defendant, for 
having informed again(t the plain- 
tiff; but Mr. Morgan fhewed, that 
by the Levitical law, expreffed in 
the firft and fecond verfe of the 
fifth chapter of Leviticus, a perfon 
knowing of a fin being committed, 
and concealing his knowledge, was 
deemed guilty of the fin himfelf. 
Lord Loughborough confeffed him- 
felf ensirely of Mr. Morgan’s opi- 
nion ; and the plaintiff was non- 
fuired. 

15. The committee of common 
council, appointed in July lait to 
enquire }--to the caufes of the high 
prices of provifion, have publith- 
ed their report, in which they re- 
laie the feveral fteps they have ta- 
ken in this enquiry. They ftate, 
that they received from the city 
folicitor abttra¢ts of all the aéts re- 
lative to the practices of regrating, 
foreftaliing, &c. of thofe for the 
regulation of Smithfield and the 
other mirkets, and alfo of the fe- 
veral enclofing acts fince the year 
1775: that they have held a cor- 
refpondence with the magittrates of 
feveral corporations, and confulted 
the moft refpeGable butchers in 
Smithfield on the bufinefs. The > 


refolutions of a meeting held by 
thefe laft are alfo added ; they ftate 
the practiie of foreflalling by the 
carcafe butchers, as a principal. 
caule. 
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caufe of the. high prices of meat, 
The refolutions of the committee 
go in generol co the fame effect. 
ihey complain of the practice of 
forefulling at Mile-End, Iflington, 
Kennington, &cs They propofe, 
that to remedy this evil, a commit- 
tee fhould be appointed by the cor- 

ration, for the purpofe of control- 
ing the markets : that only a licenf- 
ed number of faleimen fhould be 
admitted, nonce of whom, to pm: 
vent collufion, fhould be butchers 
or graziers: that all cattle brought 
into Smithfield market fhould be du- 
ly entered, and a regifter preferved 
of the entries and fales; that the 
hours of fale fhould be from four 
in the morning until two in the af- 
ternoon, &c. 

19. The Montcga Bay paper, of 
Oétober 28, mentions a dieadful 
hurricane at Jamaica, in the night 
of the roth, which had done great 
mifehief in many parts of the ifland. 
In Weilmoreland, in particular, the 
appearance every where denoted the 
fuperior violence of this gutt over 
all that had been experienced fince 
1780. The trees firipped of their 
leaves, exhibited an appearance as 
if fire had devoured their verdure ; 
the fhores were covered with ‘duck, 
teal, and other aquatic birds, that 
had been driven with irrefiitible im- 
petuelity againft the trunks of the 
mangroves, and dated to pieces, 

22. The fetlons Saded at the 
Old Bailey, when 23 prifoners re- 
ceived. fentence ot death. — In 
this feilions, Michael Walker, 
Richard Payne, and John Cox, 
were tried; the firit as principal, 
tor the murder of Mr. Duncan Ro- 
binfon, aygar Smart’s buildings, 
Molberns ie cutting him down the 
‘ace and fhoulder, and ftabbing him 
in different parts of his arm, of 
which he died in about three days : 

nd the other two tor being prefeat, 
0 
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aiding, and aflifting in the faid mur- 
der, One ot the prifoners had 
picked the pocket of a Mr. Hunt, 
who was walking in company with 
the deceafed: Mr. Hunt appre- 
hended the thief, and a fcuffle ens 
fued, in which Mr: Hunt knocked 
down his antagonift twice, when 
Payne attacked: him, and Mr. Ro. 
binfon coming to his aififtance, re~ 
ceived the dreadful wound that oc- 
cafioned his death. Mr. Baron 
Hotham, at the clofe of his charge 
to the jury, made fome excellent 
obfervations on the law, tending to 
point out, that when feveral part- 
ners aré in purfuit of an illegal ac- 
tion, and a murder enfues, all are 
equally involved in the guilt,— 
They were all found guilty, and 
executed on Monday the 18th, near 
the {pot where the murder was 
commitied. 

During this feilions alfo Jofeph 
Woolley, a foldier, was tried tor 
robbing Charles Auftin, of fome 
wearing apparel. The prifoner had 
confeiied the robbery before the 
juflice, and faid, that being tired 
of the military life and difcipline, 
he had cominitted this robbery, in 
order to be fent to Botany Bay. 
When called upon for his defence, 
he refuled to make any, or to call 
any witneiles to his character. The 
recorder then faid. that as he pre- 
ferred the ignominious punifhment 
of tranfportation to that of honour- 
ably ferving his king and country, 
the court would indulge him, but 
that he fhould not chufe the place ; 
and therefore pafled fentence on 
him to be trantported tor feven 
years to Africa, 

Paris, Dec. 5. On the 2:4 and 
24th of laft month, an experiment 
was made at Compeigne, in the 
prefence of the vifcount Laval, and 
the principal perfons of the town, 


ot a machine invented by the - 
€ 
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de Menth, which wasouniverfally 
app'auded. Tre artitt. fixed his 
machine to a boat of 200 fect in 
leng:h, which it was able io pull, 
though full laden, without the af- 
fiance ot a fingle horfe, againtt 
the dream of the river O-fe, with 
ereater iwiftnefs than could have 
been made with fixteen horfes. But 
fome labourers and other intereited 
perfons, in order to make the en- 
terprife fail, threw fand and ones 
between the wheels, which being 
clogged, their motion was fufpend- 
ed tor fome mjnutes, fo that the 
fuceefs of the attempt was doubt- 
ful; but as foon as the effeét of this 
niffetief was difcovered, and the 
{priags were difengaged, the ma- 
chine thowed itfelf capable of per- 
forming what was expected, and of 
crowning the indefativable inventor 
with. honour. 

Conflantineple, O&. 12. The divan 
periit's in the detign of encourage 
ing the arts and feieqees. They 
have given orders for a tranflation 
of ‘he Encyclopedia, into the ‘Turk- 
if, language, which is: to be fet a- 
bout ammed:ately; and, in order 
to facilitate this undertaking, for 
the benefit of fuch Muffulmans as 
aie lovers ot the belles-lettres, all 
the plates in the Paris editi n are to 
ve copied. In confequence, all the 
plates that could be procured in 
brance and Ita'y have been bought 
up. ‘he mutti has. oppofed this re- 
foiution with all his might; but for 
all that, the project of civilizing the 
empire will proceed. [See Jol. VT. 
p- 23.) | 

31- General bill of all the chrif- 
ten.ngs and burials, from Deg. 13, 
478s, to Dec. 12, 1786. 


Chriftened, 
Males 9183 
Females 89 36 
To all 18319 
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Buried. 
Males 10253 
Females 10201 
In all 20454 


Whereof have died, 


Under 2 years 6693 
Between 2 and § 2039 
5 and 10 906 
10 und 20 855 
20 and 30 1612 
30 and 40 1868 
40 and [0 2007 
50 and 60 1675 
60 and 70 1306 
7o and 80 982 
80 and go 437 
go and ico 68 
100 1 
101 3 
102 I 
106 2 
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BIRTHS ia the Year 1786. 


Jan. 4. The lady of William 
Heath, efq. of Stanftead hall, Effex, 
of a dauyhter. . 

8, Lady Georgiana Smyth, 
daughter of the duke of Grafton, 
a fon and heir. 

Feb. 14. The lady of Alexander 
lord Macdonald, a fon. 

Countefs of Lincoln, a fon. 

6. Lady of fir Watkin Williams 
Wynne, bart. a fon. 

March 21. The countefs of Sa- 
lifbury, adaughter. [See p. 16.) 

Lady Cadogan, a daughter. 

8, Counteis of Abingdon, a 
daughter. 

9g. Countefs of Balcarras, two 
fons. 

17. Countefs of Weftmoreland, 
a daughter. 

Lady of fir H. Gough, bart. 


22. 


a fon. 
April 25. Countefs of Aylesford, 


a fon, 
2S. 
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2°. Lady of the right hon. Wm. 

Eden, a-fon, at Paris. al 
t. Countefs Fitzwilliam, a 

fon and heir... 

7. Lady of fir Thomas Which- 
cote, bart. a daughter, 

14- Lady of the hon. George 
Rodney, eldeft fon of lord Reduey, 
a daughter. 


29- Duchefs of Beaufort, a fo 


daughter. 

ifcountefs Hinton, a fon. 

14- Lady Margaret Beckford, a 
daughter. 

June 15. Lady of fir John Lake, 
bart. a fon. 

17 The Infanta Donna Mariana 
Viétoria, of Portugal, confort of 
the Infant Don Gabriel of Spain, a 
prince. 

Guly g- Her moft Chriftian 
majefly, a princefs, named So- 
phia. 

tz The lady of col, George 
Auguftus North, a fon. 

14. Lady Catharine Graham, 
wife of fir John Graham, bart. a 
daughter. 

20. Lady of fir William Maxwell, 
bart. a daughter, = 

Auguft 2a. Lady of fir John 
Borlace Warren, bart. a daugh- 
ter. 

Sep. 5. Countefs of Sutherland, 
lady of earl Gower, a fon and 
heir. 

Lady Clive, a fon. 

6. Maorchionels of Graham, a 
fonand heir, [See p. 57. 

16. Lady of lord St. Afaph, fon 
of the earl of Atburuham, a fon, 

Sept. a0. Lady Harriet Elliot, 
wile of the hon. Edward James 
Elliot, a daughter. [See p. 37.) 


O#, Lady of vifcount Maitland, T 


fon of the earl of Lauderdale, a 
jon. 

O#, 28. Lady St. John, a daugh- 
ter. 


3. Lady of fir Carnaby Hagger. 

tone, idtcaidouer, 
ov. 13s Lady of the Archbj 

fhop of Ganserbury, a eta 

Lady of lord Napier, a fon. 

17. Duchefs of Gratton, a 
daughter. 

8. Lady of Richard Pepper 
Arden, efq. attorney-general, a 

n. 


- 40, Vifcountefs Hereford, 
daughter. 

i1. Lady of lord Balgonie, fon 
of the earl of Leven, a fon. 

21. Couatefs of Abergavenny, 
a fon. j 





“MARRIAGES ix 1786. 


| Fed. 4. Lieut. col. Paulus Irvin, 
to lady Elizabeth St. Laurence, 
daughter of the earl of Howth. 

13. Henry Drummond, elq. to 
mifs Dundas, daughter of the right 
hon. Henry Dundas, treafurcr of 
the Navy, , 

21. Hon.:Frederick Lumley, to 
mifs Boddington. 

23. John Pardoe, jun. efq. 
member of parliament for Plympton, 
to mils Oliver, daughter of Thomas 
Oliver, efq..otf Laytontlone. 

Hon. Mr. Petre, fon of lord 
Petre, to mifs Howard, niece of the 
earl of Surry. 

March 8. Earl of Haddington, to 
mils Gafcoigne. 

14+ Sir Bourchicr Wray, bart. 
to mifs Palk, daughter of fir Kobert 
Palk. : 

21. AtBruffels, lord John Roffcil, 
to the hon. Georgiana Elizabeth 
Byng, fecond daughter of lord 
orrington, miniiier plenipotea- 
trary at that court. 

28. Richard Long, jun. efq. t 
mifs Florentina Wray, filter to 
Bourchier Wray, bart. 

‘ April 
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April 2, Lady ‘Horatia Walde- 
grave, fecond daughter ot the du- 
chefs of Glouceticr, to: the hon. 
capt Conway, fon of the earl of 
Hertford. 

§ Wi'liam Bofcawen, efq. of 
Bufhev. in Hertfordfhire, fecond 
{en of the late cen. Geo. Bofcawen, 
and nephew to the late vifcount Fal- 
mouth, to mifs Charlotte Ibbetfon, 
daughter of the late Dr. Ibbetfon, 
archdeacon of Sr. Alban’s. 

12. At Streatham, lord ‘John 
Ruffell, to the hon. mifs Byng. 
They were married on the 2rft of 
March, at Bruffels, according to the 
Roman and Proteftant form:. 

May 7. Sir William Twyfden, 
bart. to mifs Fanny Wynch. 

g. Walter Sneyd, efq. to the 
hon. mifs Bagot, daughter of lord 
Bagot. 

27. Princefs Lovifa, Augufta of 
Denmark to the prince of Slefwic 
Holitein. 

27. Sir William Molefworth, 
bart. to mifs Ourry. 

May 6. Lord Malden, fon of the 
earl of Eff-x, to Mrs, Stephenfon, 
ot Harley-ttreet. 

17. Earl of Cork and Orrery, to 
milfs Monckton, daughter ot the late 
lord Galway. 

27. Sir Godfrey Webfter, ‘bart. 
to mifs Vailall. 

June 22. Sw H. P. Se. John, 
bart. to mifs Mildmay, of Shanford. 

25. Lord Pa'rford, to mifs San. 
dys, niece fo lord Sandys. 

July 1. Riche hon. John Fitz- 
gibbon, attorney -general of Ireland, 
ro mifs Whalley, daughter of the 
late Chapel Walley, efq. 

_t2, Drummond Sinith, efq. to 
mils Cunliffe, daughter of the late 
lr Ellis Cunliffe, ‘bart. 

17. Fdward Thurlow, efy. ne- 
phew of the lord Chancellor, to 
pits Thompfon of Norwich, 
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The earl of Shaftefbury to 
mifs Webb, daughter of fir John 
Webb, bare. 

29. William Champian Cref: 
pigny, efq. to lady Sarah Windfori 

Auguft 14. Sit Thomas Mons 
crieffe, barr. to lady Elizabeth 
Ranfey, daugh:er of the earl of 
Dalhoufie, j 

29. Sir George Ramfey, bart. 
to the hon. mils Eleanor Frafer 
daughter of the lite George Jord 
Saltoun. (ON 

Sept. 12. Robert Thornton, éfqi 
member of parliament for Bridge- 
water, to mifs Eyre, of Clap- 
ham. 

O4. 5. Sir Samuel Fludyer, 
bart. to mifs Wefton, niece to the 
duke of Montague. 

E. Brifeo, efq. to lady Anne 
Gordon, daughter of the earl’ of 
Aberdeen. ) 

Sir George William ‘Farmer, 
bart. to mifs. Sophia Kenrick, 
daughter of Richard Kenrick, efq. 
of Nantclyd, in Denbighfhire, 

6. The hon. capt. de Courcy, 
brother of lord Kinfale, to mifs 
Blennerhaflet, niece to major Poole, 

9. Sir James Hall, bart. to lady 
Helen Douglas, daughter of the 
earl of Selkirk. 

12. Robert Covile, efq. of He- 
mingitone Hall, in Suffolk, to mifs 
Afgill, daughter of fiy Chatles 
Afgill, bart. 

14. Hon, col. Henry Pox, bro- 
ther co the right hon. Charles 
James Fox, to mifs Clayton, fifter 
to lady Howard de Walden. 

29. Lady Anne Maria Arundel, 
younceft daughter of lord Arundel 
of Wardour, count of the facred 
Roman empire, to the hon, Charles 
Clitford, brother to lord Clifford, 
of Chudleigh. 

Dec. 1. Lord Henry Murray, 
brother to the duke of Athol, to 
(VD 4) mifs 
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mifs Kent, daughter! of Richard 
Kent, efq. of Liverpoole. 

&, James Henry Leigh, cfq, 
nephew, to the duke of Chandos, to 
the hon. mifs Twifsleton, daugh- 
ter of lord Say and Sele. 


io fas se 
DEATHS in 1726. 


"Dees 175 1785. In the fouth of 
France, the hov. Mits Louifa Ver- 
non, only daughter of Lord Ver- 





= 


am. 2. John Bartholomew Rad- 
clyfic, Earl of Newburgh. 

3- Hon. Mrs. Montgomery, aunt 
to the prefent duke of Argyle. 

4+ Lady Fleetwood, mother of 
fir Thomas Fleetwood, bart. 

Sir Edward Every, bart. 

6. John Tempett,' efq. major in 
the horfe-guards. 

12. Anne, Lady Brudencll, wife 
of James Lord Brudencll. 

ohn Luther, efq, late mem- 
ber of parliament for Effex. 

13. The hon, Mrs, Anne Her- 
vey, relict ef the hon. Thomas 
Hervey, fecond fon of John, firtt 
ear} of Briflol. 

Thomas Barret Lennard lord 
Dacre. 

16, Sir Hugh Owen, bart. lord 
liewt. and member of parliament for 
Pembrokethire, 

19. The rev, John Duncombe, 
a A. author of the Feminead, 

c. 

30. Henry Rawlinfpn. ef. laie 
member of parliament for Liver- 
pool. 
Feb. 1. George Beauclerk, duke 
of St. Alban’s. 

6. The lady of admiral fir Fran- 
cis Drake, bart 

8. The lady of fir Thomas Gaf- 
coigne, bart. 

10. Lieut. gen. Theodore Day, 
58. Hon. James John Colyill, 


CILPAL 








[1786, 
eldeft fon of lord Colvill of Cyl. 


rofs. 

Mar. 2. John Jebb, M. D. and 
F, R, S. 

5. Lady Penelope Cholmondcley, 
relict of the late gen. Cholmondeley, 

¢. James Phipps, efq. member of 
parliament for Peterborough. 

7. Phiip, earl Stanhope. 

9, Sir Chriftopher Whichcote, 
bart. 

15. Jane, vifeountefs Arbuthnot, 

17. Catherine, countefs Ferrers, 

1g. Hon. Jane Walter, daugh, 
ter, and at length heirefs of George 
lord Abergavenny, .and relict of 
Abel Walter, ef. 

24. James, earl of Loudon. 

27+ Sackville, earl of Thanet. 

April 3. Hon. and rev. Walter 
Shinley, brother to Robert, earl 
Ferrers. 

7. George Rofs, efq. member of 
parliament for Kirkwall. 

tc. The hon, admiral John Bye 
rqu. 

12. Lady Henrictta Vernon, ree 
lit of Henry Vernon, eq. 

May. Hon. George Fitzwilliam, 
brother of the preient eurl, 

2, George lord Brook, eldett fon 
of the earl of Warwici.. 

5. Major gen. Auguftine Prevott, 
col, of the 6oth i¢giment. 

25. La’y Margarer Compton, 
daughter ot George, 4th curl of 
Northampton. 

_. 26. Edward, lord Leigh: the title 
Is extinct, 

Peter IIT. king of Portugal. 

27. Mrs. Anne Berkeley, relict 
of the celebrated bifhop ot Cloyne. 

June 6. Hugh, duke of North- 
umberland. 

24. Adam Drummond, efq. mem- 
ber of parliament for Saftcfbury. 

Lady Ducie, relict of lord 
Ducie. 

The carl of Northington: the 
title is extinct, 
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Fuly i The hon. William Tuf- 

ton, brother to the earl of Thanet. 
He was drowned in the Thames. — 

At Edinburgh, Mrs. Sophia 
Baddeley, the once celebrated ac- 
trefs. 48 

4. Lady Elizabeth Villiers. She 
was daughter and fole heirefs to 

ohn Villers, vifcount Purbeck, 
who fucceeded to the titles of earl of 
Buckingham, vifcount Villiers, ba- 
ron of Whaddon, on the death, of 
George Villers, duke of Bucking- 
bam. His lordthip died in 1723, 
leaving this daughter onlv, his 
heirefs; by whofe death the fami- 
ly of the Villiers, of the Bucking- 
ham line, is extinct, 

10, The lady of George Edward 
Stanley, efq. fifter to fir Michael 
le Fleming, bart. 

14. JofephGulliton, efq. late mem- 
ber op partament for Poole, cele- 
brated for his capital collection of 
prints, &c. 

20. Sir George Nuares, one of 
the judges of the common pleas, 

Thomas, lord Grantham. 

26. John Buller, as. he lord of 
the treafury, and member of- par- 
liament for Eaft Looe. 

29. Hon. Mifs Lfabella Hawke, 
daughter of Lord Hawke. 

Aug. 13, Gilbert Stuart, L L. 
D. author of the Hittory of Scot- 
land. 

12. Mary, vifcountefs Kilmorey, 
third daughter of Wafhington, earl 
Ferrers, 

17, Frederick JIT. king of Pruffia. 

29. Hon. Auguttus William Fitz- 
roy, third fon of Lord Southamp- 
ton, 

31. Charles Howard, duke of 
Norfolk. 


Sept. 4 Sir Thomas Aubrey, 


bart. father of John Aubrey, efq. 

member of parliament for Bucks. 
Mrs. Byng, mother of George 

Byng, efy. of Wrotham Park, 
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5» Jonas Hanway, efq. 

7. Jemima Eliz beth, marchi- 
oneis of Graham, third daughter 
to the earl of Afhburnham. 

Mifs Cavendith, only daughter 
of lord George Henry, Cavendith, 

18. Hon, Charles Hamilton, un- 
cle to the earl of Abercorn, 

25. Lady Harriet Elliot, fecond 
daughter of the late cart of ‘Chat- 
ham, and wife of the hon. Edward 
James Eilio:. 

O4. 2. Admiral Auguftus, vif- 
count Sopre- , 

7, Miis Webb, daughter of fir 
John Webb, bart. 

20. The hon. Charles Phipps, 
brother to lord Mulgrave, and mem- 
ber of parliament for Minehead. 

Humphrey Sturt, laje member 
of parliament for Dorfetihire., 

31. The | rincefs Amelia Sophia 
Eleonora, fecond «aughter, of his 
late majefty king George II. 

Nov, z. Sit Edward Swinburne, 
bart. 

6. Sir Horace Mann, knt. bart, 
46 years minitter at Florence. 

7- Sir John Elliot, bart. phyfi- 
cian to the prince of Wales. 

Vifcounteis Grimfton, 

11. Major gen. James Bramham, 
chief engineer of Great Britain, 

1s. Sir Richard Temple, bart. 

Gen. John Partlow, col. of the 
30th regiment. 

21. Sir Edward Wilmot, bart, 
phyfician to the king, in his 93d 
year, 

23, Hannah Catharina Maria, 
dowager vifcountefs Falmouth 

28. Anne, dowager lady Ruth- 
yen, 

30. Sir Thomas Fowke, groom of 
the bedchamber to the duke of 
Cumberland. 

Dec. 9. Henry Roper, 11th lord 
Teynham, 

5- Alexander, earl of Home. 

11. Thomas, carl of Clarendon. 
20. Ifa- 
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20. Ifabella, duchefs “dowager 
of Manchefter, wife of Edward, 
earl Beaulieu. 
¢. Charles, lord Gray. 
28. Hon. capt. Murray,, brother 
to the e.rl of Dunmore. 


Lately, fir John Burgoyne, bart. 
in the Ealt Iydies. 


y 





“PROMOTIONS in 1756. 


January 7. George Baldwyn, 
efq. to be’conful general in Fgypr. 

24. Sir, Jobn Parntll, bart. to 
be a privy counfellor in ‘yeland. 

Frd.. 4. Beniamin Pingo,‘ efty. to 
be Yok Herald of Arms, «i 

John” Sinclair, efq, of Ulb- 
fler, to bea baronet. ee 

13. John Crichloe Turner, efq. 
fheriff of ‘Cambridge, and: Hun- 
tingdon, to be a knight. 

24. William, lord Craven, to be 
lord lhieut. of Berks. ~ 

28. Granville Levefon, earl 
Gower, to be marquis of the coun- 
ty of Stafford. : 

March +. Douglas, duke of Ha- 
milton, to be knight of the Thift!e. 

2. John Charles Crowle, efq: 
to be mafter of the revels in ‘or- 
dinary to his majetty. 

John Elhor, efq. to be go- 
vernor of Newfoundla d, 

Hon. Ariana Margaret Fger- 
ton, to be one of her majetty’s bed- 
chamber women. | 

April 11. Sir Guy’ Carleton, 
Knight of the Bath, to be gover. 
nor of Quebec, Nova Scotia, and 
New Bruntwick. | 

tv. Francis, metquis of Car- 

arthen, to be high fieward of 
Kingfton up n Hull. 

3 Randal Wilham, earl of 
Antrim, to be pivy counfellor of 
Ireland. 

18. Earl of Leven to be hich 
commiffioner to the cener | afiembly 
of the church of Scotland, 


2%. 


May 't3- Chartes, lord Cam len 
to be earl Camden, and vilount 
Bayham, 

‘ Earl Beaulieu, ‘to be capital and 
high Steward of New Windfor. 

30. Prince Edward to be co. 
lonel m the army, by brever, 

uné 3. Prince Edward, prince 
Brie Auguttus, prince a 
Frederick, prince Adolphus Pres 
derick, the lindgrave of Heffe 
Caff'l, the duke of Beaufort, the 
marquis of Buckingham, and carl 
Cornwallis, to be knights of the 
Garter, | 

Major-gen. the hon. Thomas 
Bruce, to be tefident inajor gen. 
on the ftaff of Ireland. ; 

10. The dignity of a baronet to 
the following gentlemen, viz. 

James Macpherfon of Calcuttajefq: 

James*Colquhoun, of Lufs; ef. 

Sir James Douglas, knight, id 
miral ‘ct the White. 

‘Thomas Shirley, of Oat Hall, in 
Suffex, efq. governor of the Lee- 
ward Caribbee iflands. 

William Green, efq. chief eitgi- 
neer, at Gibraltar, 

Jofhua Rowley, cfq. rear admiral 
of the Red. 

Corbet Corbet (late Devenant) 
of Stoke upon Tern and Adderley 
in the county of S.lop, eiq. 

Lyonel Wright Vane Fletcher, 
of Hutton in the Foreit, ig Cum- 
berland; efq. ; 

Richard Hoare, of Barn Elms tn 
Surry, efq. 

James Hunter Blair, lord Provott 
of Edinburgh. 

William Cherles Farrell Skef- 
fington, efq of Skethngton Hall, in 
Leicefterthire. 

17. Richard lord Milford, to be 
jord licur. of Pembrokefhire. 

July +. Revi John Ekins, D. D. 
to be dean of Sarum. 

‘1. Jofeph Brames, eq. to b¢ 
conful at Genoa. 
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George Jennings, e¢fq. to ibe 
conful at Majorea,: Minorca, and 
Ivica. 

1s. The right hon, Charles 
Tenkinfon, to be lord Hawkef. 


ry. 
ae OS 8. John, duke of Athol, 
to be baron Murray of Stanley; 
in the county of Gloucefter, and 
ri Strange. 
r3 ames, ae of Abercorn, to be 
PS ane Hamilton, of Leicetfters 

TCe . 
ye Montagu, duke of Mons 
trofe, to be baran Montague, ) of 
Boughton, in Northamptonfhire; 
remainder to his grandfon. lord 
Henry James Montague, fecond 
fon ot che duke ot Buccleugh. 

William, duke of Queen fberry, to 
be baron Douglas of Amefbury., in 
Wiltthire. ; 

George, earlof Tyrone, in Ire- 
land, to be baron’ Tyronej . of 
Haverfordwef, in Pembrokefhire. 

Richard, carl of Shannon, in 
Ireland, to be baron Carlcton, of 
Yorkfhire. os 

‘aas'9 Hoffey, lord Delaval, of 
Ireland, to’ be. lord Delaval im 
Northumberlard. 

Sir Harbord Harbord, bart. to 
be lord Sutheld, in Norfolk. 

Sir Guy Carleton, knight of the 
Dath, to be lord Dorchefler, in Ox- 
fordilire. 

10. Thomas Fauquier, efq. to 


be gentleman ufher daily water to | 


her majefty. | 

11. Benjamin Hammet, efq.:Al- 
derman of London, knighted. 

30. William Appleby, efq. of 
Durham, knighted. 

Sept. 2. Hugh, duke of Northum- 
berland, to be lord lieut. of that 
county. 

5- Right hon. John Fofter, 

se of the houfe of commons in 

teland, to be a privy counfellor in 
Great Bri.ain. 


CURR 





ENCE S. (59) 


Right hon. John Beresford, firft 
commiffioner of the revenue in Ire- 
land, to be a privy counfellor in 
Great Britain. ~ 4, 

Charles, lord Hawkefbury, to be 
chancellor of ‘the duchy of Lan- 
cafter. 

His majefty having thought fit to 
revoke his order in council, bearing" 
date the ¢th day of March, 1784, 
appointing a committee of pri 
codncil for the confideration of all 
matters relating to trade and foreign 
plantations, aud to declare the faid 
committee diflblvedy has been plea- 
fed to appojnt a new committee of 
privy council for the bufinefs above 
mentioned, to confift of the follow- 
ing members, viz. _ 

The lord urchbifhop ‘of Canter- 
bury. neo . pwd 

The firft lord commiffioner of the 
treafury. uo , : 

The firft lord commiffioner of the 
admiralty. 
His majefty’s principal fecretarics 






































of ftate. | | 
‘The chancellor and under trea- 
furer of the exchequer, dnd | 

The fpeaker of the houfe of 
commons... i. 


And alfo of fuch of the lords of 
his majelty’s moft honourable privy 
council as fhall hold any of the 
following oftices, viz. 

The chancellor of the duchy of 
Lancatter. 

The paymafter or paymafters 
general of his majefty’s fieeis 
The treafurer of his majefty’s 
navy. 

The mafter of his majefty’s 
mint. 

And his majefty was at the fame 
pleated to order, That 

The fpeaker of the houfe of com- 
mons ot Ireland,’ and fuch perfons 
as fhall hold office, in his majefty’s 
kingdom of Ireland, and fhall be 
members of his majefty’s moft ho- 
nourable 
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nourable privy;council in this kitig- 
dom, ,fhould, be. members of the 
faid committee. | 


And alfo that ‘lord Frederico 
bell,» j broil .°9 
“Bebe lord bithop of London, “ 


rd Grantley, 
_ Sir Lloyd; Kenyon, mafler of the 
rolls, fit. JO rs 
"The right, honourable Thomas 
Harleys. ssnigyen ogg 

4 a honourable fr Jofeph Yorke, 
; Sir John Goodricke, bast. nig 

Willam Edeu, efqs imOD 

James Grenyille, efq. and © 3) 

Thomas, Orde, sefq. cio. 6 
fhould be members of the fuid comr 
mittee, et 

And that. the: right ‘honourable 
lord Hawkefbury, chancellor of the 
duchy of Langatter; and in his ab- 
fence, the right honourable, William 
Wyndham Grenville, be prefident 
of the faid committee. 

6. Alderman Nathaniel Warren, 
alderman John Rofe, and alderman 
Wilham james, to be his majefty’s 
commifhoners of the police for the 
ciry of Dublin. - 

g. Laurence Cox, of Weftminier, 
efy, knighted, | 

Haac Pocock, efq. fheriff of Nor+ 
thamptonhhire, knighted. 

karl otf Clarendon and - lord 
Carteret, to be. poii-matters ge- 
neral, 


Phineas Bond,,'efq. to be conful | 


in the fates’ of New York, New 
Jerfey, Pennfylvania, Delaware, 
and Maryland, and commiflary for 
commercial affairs in the United 
States of America. i 

Thomas Pecheil, efqg. to be a 
gentleman ufher, quarterly waiter 
on her majefty, 

13. Willian, Altham, of Thee- 
ford, ef. knighted, 

Jonathan Phillips, efq. of St. 
Stephea’s near Launceiton, knighted. 
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» 1160! The right hon.»Wiltiam Pitt, 
james ere rss ot Graham, the 
on, Edward James Elliot, fir John 
Aubrey, bart. and: Richdti car} of 
Mornington, ‘to obec commiffioners 


. of the treafury. 


. Grey Eliot, efg. tobe an addition. 
al clerk of the privy council, for the 
parti. ular fertide tof the committee 
of privy council, appoinyed for the 
eon fideration *of allanatters relating 
to ttade and. foreign plantations, 
23- Jofeph Smith, efq. to be 
coniptroller of the mint. nm) 
+, Oé&.. 4. William. Fawkener, efq: 
to Ke envoy! extraordinary, and - 
nunifter plenipotentiary to. Portu- 
gal, for negutiating commerical ar- 
rangements, 3h conjuction with 
the hon, Robert Walpole. 

6. James. Sanderfon, efq. alder. 
man of London, knighted. | 

» Walliam : Watfori,, of London, 
M. Deknighted: ; 

rz. John Palmer, ¢fq. to be fur. 
weyor and comptrolicr general of 
the, poft-offiees 10d - 

28. Right hon. an Parnell, 
barts: chancellor! af the exchequer, 
in Ireland, tovhe a privyicaunicllos 
in Great Britain. .) © 
0) Now. 1. Dro Robert Halifix, to 
be phyfician in ordinary to the 
plince of Wales. 

Dr. Gilbert Blane, to be phyfi- 
cian of the houfehold to his royal 
ng hnels. 

Dr. David Pitcai:ne to be one of 
his phyficians extraordinary. 

\rg.) fohn Willin, efq. one of the 
jutices' of the common pleas, 
knighted, 

21. Sir Alexander Monro, knight, 
and Richard) »Frewjn, efq. to be 
commiifioners of the cuttom . 

29. Earl of, Ailefbury to be 
kniphi of the Thiiile. 

Dec. 2. Mrs Richard Davis, to 
be topographer in ordinary to his 
majeity. 


5. Charles 
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6. Charles. Bonner, efq. to be 
refident furveyor, and deputy to 
the furveyor and comptroller ge- 
neral of the,polt office, 

sir Clifton Wintringham, bart. 
to -be phytician general to. his 
majefty’s forces. 

16, Sir Richard Jebb, bart. to 
be phyfician in ordinary to his 
majetty. ; 

26. Lieut. gen. William Fawcett, 
and Robert vifecount Galway, to be 
knights of the Bath. 

22. Richard Arktwright, efq. of 
Wirkfworth, in Derbytfhire, to the 
honour of knighthood. 

Thomas Boothby Parkyns, efq. 
to be groom of the bed cham- 
ber to the duke of Cumberland. 

23. Peter Francklyn, efq. to be 
collector of the port of Kingfton in 
Jamaica. 





SHERIFFS appo'nted for the 
Year 1786. 
Bedfordfhire—Matthew Rugely, of 


Potton. 

Berkfhite — William Poyntz, of 
Midgham. 

Bucks — ‘Thomas 
Wefthorpe. 

Cambridge and Huntingdon—John 
Drage, ot Soham. 

Chefhire— Hon. Cornwal Legh, 
of High Legh. 

Cornwall — Michael 
Falmouth. 

Cumberland — William Wilfon, of 
Brackenbar, 

Derbythire—Robert Dale, of Ath- 
borne. 

Devonthire — Alexander Hamilton, 
ot Topfham. 

Dorfetthire—Henry William Port- 
man, of Bryanitone. 

Effex. — John Jolliffe Tuffnall, of 


Great Waltham. 


Wilkinfon, of 


Nowell, of 
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Gloucefterfhire — Charles Cox, of 


. Bath. | 
Hants—Thomas Clarke Jervoife, 
of Belmont. ' 
Herefordthire—Sir Edward Bough- 
tony of Vowchurch, bart. 
Hertfordthire—Jeremiah Mills, of 
Pifhhiobur:. 
Kent—Thomas Hallet Hodges, of 
Hemtted. 
Leicetterfhire—W illiam Herrick, of 
_ Beaumanoir. 
Lincolnfhire—Daniel Douglas, of 
Fokingham. 
Monmouthfhire — Robert Saluf- 
bury, of Lanwern. 
Norfolk—Francis Long, of Spix- 
worth, 
Northamptonfhire — Ifaac Pocock, 
of Biggin. 
Northumberland—James Allgood, 
of Nunwick. 
Nottinghamthire—Anthony Hartf- 
horne, of Hayton, 
Oxford thire—] ofephGrote, of Badg- 
more. 
Rutlandfhire—Thomas Baines, of 
Uppingham. 
Shropfhire—Sir Rober Leighton, of 
Loton, bart. 
Somerfetfhire—James Stephen, of 
Camerton. 
Staffordthire — Thomas Parker, cf 
Park-hall. 
Suffolk—James Sewell, of Strut- 
ton. 
Surry— Theodore Henry Broad- 
head, of Carfhalton. 
Suflex—Francis Sergifon, of Cuck- 
field. 
Warwickfhire — John Taylor, of 
Borderfley. 
Wiltthire—Seymour Wroughton, of 
Eaftcotr. 
Worcefterfhire — George Perrott, 
of Perflicre. 
Yorkfhire — Richard Langley, of 
Wikeham Abbey. 


SOUTH 
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SOUTH WALES. 


Brecon—Edward Watkin, of Lan- 
dilorvane. 
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Cardiganthire--Edward PryfeLloyd, 


of Lianarth. 
Carmarthenfhire— John Lewis, of 
Liwynyfortune. 
Glamorganfhire — Thomas Drafte 
Tyrwhit, St. Donart’s Caftle. 
Pembrokefhire—William Knox, of 
Slebetch. 
Radnorfhire — Brid 
dith, of Cliraw. 


ater Mere- 


C IPA L 
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NORTH WALES, 


Anglefea — William Pritchar 
Fretfeawen. eee a 


Carnarvonthire—John Griffith, of 


Tryfan. 
Denbighthire—Philip Yorke, of Er. 
thi 


| Fiinedhire—Jotin Edwards, of Kel. 


fterton. 


_ Merioneththire—Griffith Price, of 


Briach y ceunant. 


Montgomery fhire—RichardRocke 
of Trefnauney. ; 
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An AA for eftablifoing Religious Freedom, paffed in the Afembly of Virginia, 
in the Beginning of the Year 1780. 


ELL aware, that Almighty 

God hath created the mind 
free; that all attempts to influcnce 
it by temporal punifhments or bur- 
thens, or by civil incapacitations, 
tend only to beget habits of hypo- 
crify and manners, and are a de- 
sarture from that plan of the Holy 
Author of our religion, who being 
lord of body and mind, yet chofe 
not to propagare it by coercions on 
either—that the impious prefump- 
tion of legiflators and rulers, civil 
as well as ecclefiaftical (who, being 
themfelves but fallible and unin{pir- 
ed men, have affumed dominion o- 
ver the faith of others, fetting up 
their own option and modes of 
thinking as alone true and infalli- 
ble, and as fuch endeavouring to 
impofe them on other:), hath efta- 
blithed and maintained falfe reli- 
gions over the greateit part of the 
world, and through all time; that, 
to compel a man to turnifh contri- 
butions of money for the propaga- 
tion of opinions which he difbe- 
lieves, is finful and- tyrannical ; 
that even the forcing a man to fup- 
port this or that teacher of his own 
religious perfuafion, is depriving 
him of the comfortable liberty of 
giving his contributions to the par- 
ticular pattor, whofe morals he 
would make his pattern, and whote 
powers he feels moii perfuafive to 
tighteoufnefs ; and is withdrawing 
from the minittry thofe temporal 
rewards, which, proceeding from an 





approbation of their perfonal cons 
duct, are an additional incitement to, 
earneft and unremitced labours for 
the inftruction of mankind; that 
our civil rights have no dependence 
on our religious Opiniens, more 
than on our opinions in phyfie or 
geometry ; that, therefore,  b pro- 
icribing any citizen as unworthy 
the public confidence, by laying 
upon him an incapacity of being 
called to offices of truft and emo- 
lument, unle's he profefs or re- 
nounce this or that religious opi- 
nion, is depriving him injuriouily 
of thofe privileges and advantages 
to which in common with his fel- 
low-citizens he has a natural right ; 
tends alfo to corrupt the principles 
of that very religion it is meant to 
encourage, by bribing with a mo- 
nopoly of worldly honours and c- 
moluments thofe who will exter- 
nally conform to it; that though 
indeed thofe are criminal who do 
not withitand fuch temptations, yet 
neither are thofe innocent who lay 
them in their way; that to fuffer 
the civil magi(trate to intrude his 
powers into the field of 7 Soa 
und to reftrain that profeffion or 
propagation of principles on fup- 
pofition of their ill tendency, is a 
dangerous fallacy, which at once 
d:ftroys all religious liberry, be- 
caufe he, being of courfe judge of 
that tendency, will make his opi- 
nions the rule of judgment, and ap- 
prove or condemn the fentiments 
ot 
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of others, only as they fhall agree 
with, or differ from his own. 

That it is time enough, for 
the rigliful purpofes of civil go- 
vernment, for its officers to inter 
pofe when principles break out in 
overt acts againtt peace and good 
order: and finally, thac truth is 

eat, and will prevail if left to 
Pentel, is the proper and fufficient 
antagonift to error; and can have 
nothing to fear from the conflict, 
unle(s by human interpofition, dif- 
armed of her natural weapons (free 
argument and debate) ; ertor ceaf- 
ing to be dangerous, whien it is per- 
mitted freely to contradict them. 

Be it therefore enafted, by the 
General Affembly, that no man 
fhall be compelled to fupport an 
religious workin, place, or minif- 
try whatfoever ; nor fhall be forced, 
reftrained, molefled or burthened 
in his body or goods, nor fhall o- 
therwife fuffer on account of his 
‘religious opinions or belict. But 
that all men be free to profefs, and 
by argument to maintain, their o- 
pinion in matters of religion: and 
that the fame fhall in no wife dimi- 
nifh, enlarge, or affect their civil 
capacities. 

And though we well know 
that this aflembly, elected by the 
people for the ordinary purpotes of 
legiflation only, have no power to 
retrain the atts of fucceeding af- 
femblies, conftituted with powers 
equal to our own ; and that, there- 
fore, to declare this act irrevocable 
would be of no effect in law; yet 
we are free to declare, and do de- 
clare, that the rights hereby affert- 
ed are natural rights of mankind ; 
and that if any act fhall be hereaf- 
ter pafled to repeal the prefent, or 
to narrow its operation, fuch an act 
will be an infringement of natural 
rights. 
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His Majefty’s Speech to both Houfes 
of Parliament, on I wefday, Fan. 
24) 1786. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

SINCE I laft met you in parlias 
ment, che difputes which appeared 
to threaten an interruption to the 
tranquillity of Europe have been 
brought to an amicable conclution ; 
and 1 continue to receive from fo. 
reign powers the ftrongeft affur- 
ances of their friendly difpofition 
towards this country. 

At home, my fubjects experience 
the growing bleffings of peace in 
the extenfion of trade, the improve- 
ment of the revenue, and the in- 
creafe of the public credit of the 
nation. 

For the farther advancement of 
thofe important objects, 1 rely on 
the continuance of that zeal and 
indaftty, which you manifefted in 
the lait feffion of Parliament. 

The refolutions which you laid 
before me, as the bafis of an ad- 
juftment of the commercial inter- 
courfe between Great Britain and 
Ireland, have been by my direc. 
tions communicated to the parlia- 
ment of that kingdom ; but no ef- 
fetual flep has hitherto been taken 
thereupon, which can enable you 
to make any farther progrefs in 
that falutary work. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Com- 

mons, 

I have ordered the eftimates for 
the prefent year to be laid before ° 
you: it is my earneft with to en- 
torce @conomy in every depart- 
ment; and you will, I am per- 
fuaded, be equally ready to make 
fuch provifion as may be neceflary 
for the public fervice, and particu- 
larly for maintaining our naval 
ftrength on the moft fecure and re- 
fpectable footing.—Above all, let 
me recommend to you the eitablith- 

ment 
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ment of a fixed plan for the reduc- 
tien of the national debt. The 
flourifhing ftate of the revenue will, 
I truit, en: able you to offer this im- 
~ortanut me safure with little addition 
to the oe bhie b irdens. 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 

The vigour fer refources of the 
country, fo fully manifefted in its 
prefent fit uy ition, will encourage 
you m continuing to give your ut- 
moit attention to every object of 
national concern ; particularly to 
the confideration of fuch meafures 
as may be neceffary in order to vive 
farther fecurity to ‘the revenue, ‘and 
to promote ; and extend as far as poffi- 
ble the trade and general induflry 
of my fubjects. 


-_—--— - 


The Speech of the Right Honourable 
Charles Hl olfvan Cornwall, 
er of Hloufe of Commons, on 
avenah May 26; \7°6, upon pre- 
fent g to his Majefs the B: Mt for 

vefting ng certacn Sums aC omm: ffion- 
crs, - the end of every . Ouarte of 

a Year, to be by them vo ‘ed to 

the Reduclion o} “the Nation. al Deb Dl, 

avhich then ed the Royal Af- 

Sent 

Mott gracious Sovereign, 

YOUR fiithfaul commons have 
paffed a bill, intituled, ** An act for 
velting certain fums in commif- 
fioners, at the end of every quar- 
ter of a year, to be by them ap- 
plied to the reduction of the na- 
tional debt ;”” by which they have 
manifefted their attention to your 
majefty’s recommendation, at the 
opening of this feflion, for efta- 
blithing a fixed plan for the reduc- 
tion of the national debt. 

By the unanimity which attend- 
ed the laft and moft important itage 
of this bill, they have given the 
mott decifive proof, that they have 

1785. 
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but one heart and one voice, in the 
maintenance of the public credit, 
and profperity of their country. 

The public credit of the nation, 
which is the refult of jutt and honour- 
able dealing, is now guarded by an 
additional fecurity—and the future 
profperity of this country will ef- 
fectually be provided for, when it 
is confidered, that for the purpofe 
of pleading the caufe of the conti- 
nuance of this meafure mott pow- 
erfully with pofterity, your taith- 
ful commons have, to the juftice 
and good policy of it, added the 
authority of their own example : : 

Dui facit, ille jubet. 

They have not been difcouraged 
by the burthens impofed during the 
lait ten years from fubmitting in 
the prefent time, and in the hour 
of peace, to new, and the poffibili- 
ty of other burthens; their object 
being to attain a fituation for their 
country more favourable to her de- 
fence and glory in the event of fu- 
ture emergencies. 

A plan fo honourable in its prins 
ciple, and fo conducive to the fu- 
ture happinefs and fatety of the 
kingdom, muft be, in the higheft 
degree, acceptable to the father of 
his people. 

Under that confidence, in the 
name of all the commons of Great 
Britain, I render this bil! to your 
majeity ; to which, with all humi- 
lity, your faithful commons delire 
your majefty’s royal affent, 





His Majefty’s Speech to both Houfes 
of Parliament, on Wedne/day, July 
11, 1786. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 

] Cannot clofe this fetlion of par- 
liament without exprefling the par- 
ticular fatisfaftion with which I 
have obferved your diligent attene 

(b) won 
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tion to the public bufinefs, and the 

meafures you have sdopted for im- 

proving the refources of the coun- 

trv. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Com- 
mons, 

I thank you for the fupplies 
which you have granted for the 
fervice of the current vear, and tor 
the provilion you have made for 
difcharging the incumbrances on 
the revenue applicable to the ufes 
ot my civil government. The moti 
falutary cflects are to be expected 
from the plan adopted ter the re- 
duction of the national debt; an 
object which I confider as intepa- 
rably connected with the eflential 
interefts of the public. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

The aflurances which I conti- 
nue to receive from abroad promife 
the continuance of general tran- 
quillity. 

The happy effects of peace have 
alrealy appeared in the extention 
of the national co mmerce ; und no 
meafures fhall be wanting, on my 
part, which can tend to confirm 
thefe advantaves, and to vive addi- 
tional encouragement to the manu- 
factures and induttry of my people. 





Y he Speech of his Grace Charles, Duke 


of Rutland, Lord Licutenaxt o 

frela lity 0 bot! How es of Px ire 

b1amcnt, on Thu JAY, JARMATY Dy 

1756. 

My Lords and Ge enti “men, 

IT is with preat { isha action, that 
in obedience to his mai tty’s com- 
mands, [ meet Pog again In pare 
hament. You will, I am periuad- 


c d, give 


you! “Utmon 


attention to 
nhie \ rious oh %s 


ot Treats te 


pu ic CONn- 


cern, Wi hich ree qui > we 
Hon = - Your natural folicirude fer 


the welfare of licland, and 2 full 


contider- 


wa 


ra FS RS, 


fenfe of her real interetts, will di. 
rect all your deliberations, and 
point out to you the line of con. 
duct which may be mott conducive 
,to the public advantage; and to 
‘that latting connection between the 
lifter kingdoms, fo efieutial to the 
profperity of both. 

Gentlemen of the Houte of Com. 

Mons, 

I have ordered the public ae- 
counts, and other neceflary papers, 
to be laid before you. The prine 
ciple which you fo wil fely eftablifh. 
ed of preventing the accumulation 
of the national debt, will, I hope, 
appear already to have proved fuc- 
cefsful; and I entertain no doubt, 
that your wifdom will perfevere in 
meatures, which, in their Op ration, 
promife fuch beneficial effects. His 
majetty relies with conijidence upon 
your grant of fach fupplies as are 
neceflary for the public fervice, and 
for the honourable fupport of his 
government. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

A fytiematic improvement ot the 
police, and a vigorous execution 
of the laws, are effential not only 
to the due collection of the public 
revenue, but to the fecurity of pn- 
vaté property, and indeed to the 
protection of fociety. ‘Phe trequent 
outrages which hive been commit- 
ted in fome parts of the king dom, 
will particulaily call your at tention 
to this j important cbject. 

lt is unneceflary tor 
commend the a charter- 
ichools to you wears. or to 
enumerate the happy eftets which 
may be derived trom your conti 
n attention to the linen and 0- 
ae manufactures, to the agricul 
ture, and to the fifheries of the 
kinedom, and to firch meatures as 
animate the mnduttry, extend 
the education, and improve the moe 
rals of the PCOPICe. 


ine to ree 
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It will ever be my ambition to 
promote the real ipterets of Ire- 
land, and to contribute by ail the 
means In my power tow ands efla- 
blithing its future profperity on the 
{urett and mot laiung Foundation: 





_--~ 


The S-cech of th » Right Honoxrable 
the Speaker af the Hous (> of Com- 
yo? ia Tre! and, ‘a bis G'race 
Cha les, Duke of Rutland, Lord 
Lieutenant, on Tuwel ty the 21 of 
March, uton the prefencing the 
Money tills at the Gar of the be Houfe 
of L aide 


May it pleafe your Grace, 

THE expences of this ki nedom 
had for aferes of years, as well in 
time of peace as war, con antly 
exceeded ce revenue, and debt in- 
created on debt. 

Where fuch a fyften is fuffered 
to prevatl, manufactures mult at 
length give way, trade will decline, 
and agviculr ure cea‘e to produce 
wealth or i lenty. ‘The Commons, 
therefore, in the Ia fe effion, wif Ay 
determined to put a flop to fo ruin- 
ous a fyttem, and with a fpiiited 
attention to the true inrerett of their 
country, and honourable fup- 
port of his majefty’s government, 
they voted new taxes to increafe the 
revenue of the year, in the tum of 
140,000), 

the effort was 
event has proved i its wildom. No 
further addition is now want gv —- 
no loan or act of credit is necefiiry 
—a fituation unknown to this ki ns r. 
dom for many feifions paft, at d 
marking with pecuhar torce the 
hi ‘Ppy ara of your Grace’s admi- 
niftr: ition. 

Animated by this fuccefs, and 
deter: mm ine dto pe rievere in the P ‘rine 
ciple of pre eventing the accumu la- 
tion of debt, *s taathful 
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great, and the 


~ 


his maj¢ rity 
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commons have, in this feiion, con- 
tinued the fame taxes, and granted 
all the fupplies thac were defired, 
to the tull amounr of every cili- 
mated expence; ner have they o- 
mitted atthe fane time to provide 
for the fpeedy reduction of the na- 
tional debt by a confiderable fink. 
ing fund. and to continue to the a- 
griculture, the fitherics, and the 
riling manufactures of tie king 
dom, the bounties eHlary for 
their fupport. 

Great as thefe taxes are. they are 
liberally and cheerfully given, in 
the mot firm and tall confidence, 
that trom your G) ace’ 5 experien ‘ed 
wi dom and aflecti in for this KIN 
dom, they will be fo ind effe u. Ny 
to anfwer the end prop fed, o! up- 
pivins the whole of the publi Cxe 
pence, and preventing rther 
accumulati n of debt. 

The Bills which | have the 
nour tQ prefent to your race for 


> erie P Tot. ure . v.a 
the ri val alic:;t, “ais CLC WAL. “wc. 
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The Speech of bis Grace Charles; Dake 
of Rutl A IL rd Livutenant of 
dr a »o € i thy }/ nies ej Pare 
liament, on Monday May 8, 1786s 


My Lords and Genticmen, 
I Have feen, with great fatisfae- 
ntion and une 
common difpatch with which you 


° | 9 P 
iON, the coniuant art 


have vone through the pudlic bufi- 
nets. fam thereby enabled now 
to relieve you fro n Tu! ther attend- 


anee in Parhament. ‘Phe harmony 
of your deliberations has given no 
lefs ethcacy than dignity to your 
proceedings ; and 1 am confident 
that you will carry with you the 

fame dilpofi tion for pron noting the 
public we lfare to your refdence in 
where your prefence 
the induftry of the 
your example 
) and 


the country, 
will enco rage 
le, and where 
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and your iv fluence will be happily 


exerted in eftablifhing general goed 

order and obedience to the laws. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Com- 
mons, 

Tam to thank you in his majef- 
ty’s name for the liberal fupplies 
which you have given for the pub- 
lic fervice, and for the bonourable 
fupport of his majeft.’s yovern- 
ment. They fhall be faithfu ly ap- 
plied to the purpofes for which they 
were granted. My reliance upon 
your decided fupport to the execu- 
tion of the laws for the juft collec- 
tion of the public revenue, affords 
me the beit founded hope, that the 
produce of the duties will not fall 
fhort of their eftimated amount. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

The determined {pirit with which 
you have marked your abhorrence 
of ali lawlefs diforder and tumult, 
hath, 1 doubt not, already made 
an ufeful impreffion ; and the Jalu- 
tary laws enacted in this felon, 
aud particularly the introduction of 
a {yiiem of police, are honourable 
proofs ot your wifdom, your mo- 
deration, and your prudence. 

His majetty beholds, with the 
highett jaustattion, the zeal and 
lovalty of his people of Ireland ; 
and | have his majetty’s expres 
commands to afiure you of the 
moft cordial returns of his royal 
favour and paternal affection. =~ 

I have the deepeft fenfe of every 
obligation to confirm my attach- 
ment to this kincdom; and it will 
be the conftant obje& of my admi- 
niitration, and the warmeft impulfe 
ot my heart, to forward the fucce(s 
of her interefis, and to promote the 
profperity of the empire. 





The Speech ofthe A 
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d A ,ary 


| mbaflador Extra- 
rom their Hig), Mi ghti- 
neyei, the States General of the 


Mm, Po 

United Provinces, to the Emperor 

of Germany, on being adm'tted ia 

their Aud ence f leave, on W edtnef- 

day, February 15, 1786. 

Sire, 

THE miffion which we had the 
honour of performing at your im- 
erjal court, being now complete. 
ly fulfilled by the fo much w fhed- 
for rettoration of peace and union 
between your imperial majefty and 
the republic, their high mighti- 
nefl.s have thought proper to re. 
call us. 

This bleffed event has given new 
vigour to thofe fentiments of vene- 
raion which their high mighti- 
nefles entertain for your imperial 
majefty, and which we had it in 
command to expreis. 

Thofe fentiments, from which 
they never varied, will now become 
indifluluble by the new ties which 
the republic is happy to have en- 
tered into with your imperial ma- 
jefty ; we think ourfelves equally 
happy that it is in our power to 
prefent you the firft homage of thofe 
fentiments, which are further con- 
firmed in the letter we have the ho- 
nour to deliver from their high 
mightinefles. 

All that remains for us to do, is 
to offer to your majeity the hum- 
blet acknowledgments for the kind 
reception we have been honoured 
with, as alfo the affurances of thote 
refpectful wifhes, and of that lively 
fenfibility which mutt imprets every 
one who has the happinefs of ap- 
proaching your majetty. 

May the glorious reign of your 
imperial majefty, deftined to com- 
plete the felicity of your fubjetts, 
daily adminifter to hans, the bett 
means to extend, and perpetuate 
your great and awful name! May 
the wra of Jofeph II, like that of 
Titus, Trajanus, and M. Aurelius, 
your predeceffors in the Roman em- 
pire, 
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pire, be for ever recorded as that 
of humanity, peace, and the hap- 
pinefs of mankind, 
ANSWER. 
Gentlemen, 

You may affure their high 
mightinefles that 1 am equally 
pleafed the difputes that had arifen 
are finally fettled, as this cannot 
burt redound to the mutual advan- 
tave of both nations; the more fo, 
that all obiiac’es being levelled, the 
old friendfhip which always fubfit- 
ed between them cannut again be 
interrupted. As to you, gentle- 
men, 1 am eglid to have been 
acquainted with you, and fuch a 
miffion muft have been very pleet- 
ing to you, fince it has been the 
ground - work, as well as the 
means of effecting the refturation, 
of tranquility. 





The Petition of the Lord Moyor and 
Aldermen of London, concern ‘ng the 
Pun Jhment of Felons, prefinted to 
his Meyelty, on Wednefday, March 
22, 1736. 


Jo the KING’s Mf Excellent Ma- 


-/" ‘9 
The humble Petit.on of the Court 


of Lord Mayor and Aldermen cf 


the C.ty of London, 
Shewech, 

THAT your Petitiovers, the 
Ma irates for the City of London, 
have hac an opportunity of obierv- 
ing, with the moi heart-felt con- 
cern, the rapid end alarming in- 
creafe of crimes and dep 
this city and its neighbourhood, e- 
ipeciaily within the lait thre« years. 

The fact of fuch increalfe 15 too 
publicly known. and too feverely 
felt by your matety’s fubjects, 
to be doubted; and if any direct 
proof of it were wanting, it wil 


greene 


moit evidently appear trom the 
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number of days employed in the 
trial of felons at the Old Bailey, 
which, upon an average of the lat 
three years, have been upwards of 
Fifty-five in the year; whereas 
the higheft average of any ‘Uhree 
years prior to the year 177°, was 
lets than Forty-fix, and the general 
average of twenty years prior to 
that period, lefs than ‘Thirty-four 
days in the year. 

That the increafe of the crime 
of burglary is become moft alarm- 
ing to your maje'ty’s {  bjects, which 
increai¢e your petitioners are inclin- 
ed to aferibe to the great number 
of experienced and well practifed 
thieves now in the \ingdom, who 
commit this atrocious crime with 
fuch art, that fcarce any precautions 
are fuffici nt to guird a-ainit it, 
And the fame experience that en. 
ables thefe offenders to perpetrate 
this offence with eafe, has probably 
conv ncd them that it is attended 
with lets perfonal danger and ha- 
zaid of detecticn than moit other 
offences. 

That in the years from January 

6 to December 177¢, both in- 
clufiive, (which time immediately 
preceded the flop that was put te 
tran{portation) above Three thou- 
fand one hundred perfons were 
tran!ported trom London and Mid- 
dle‘ex alone; and having reafon to 
believe that all the reii of the king- 
dom have turnithed an equal num. 
ver, the whole amount ot the tranf{- 
ports in theie ten years hes been 
above Six thoufand ‘That thenume- 
ber ot prifoners tried and convicted 


17 


f 
of tel ny im the ten fucceeding 
years, from the beginning of 1776 
to. 173°, having greatly increafed, 
there 18 every iecaton to believe, 
th if, 1! the cxe utive jullice had 
remained the faine, the traaiports 
in thofe years would have much 
exceeded the number of the tem 

(E 3) preceding 5 
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preceding ; but the recular courfe 
of tran!portation having been in- 
terrupted during that perio, and 
few opportunities found by govern- 
ment of fencing convitts abroa’', 
and thofe only in {mall numbers, 
your petitioners hum ly fubmit to 

our majel'y, that it neceflarily 
follows, that afrer masing an al- 
lowance tor the fmall number fent 
abroad, and for the convicts who 
may have died during that period, 
there mult now remain within the 
kingdom, cither at large, or in the 
different prifons, at leatt Four thou- 
fand perfo's, who, in the judg- 
ment of the law, wire proper to 
have heen fent out of it. 

That your petitioners humbly 
conceive that this dreadful accumu- 
lation is alone fufhicient to account 
for all the evils that are fo heavily 
tele and io jullly complained of, 
both as to the over-crowded ttate of 
the eaols and the increale of crimes 
and of offenders, 

To what extent the mifchiefs that 
are fo feverely telt already, and the 
fatal confequences fo juiily appre- 
hended, may be carried by a jong- 
er continuance of fo rapid and 
marTmMing an accumulation of con- 
viets within the kingdom, no human 
Wildom can torelee. 

When tacts fo important as thefe, 
and which fo materially affeét the 
peace and fecurity of your maiefiy’s 
fubjc éts in general, und efpecially 
of this great city, have come within 
the Knowledve of your petitioners, 
they would il difcharge their duty 
to your mayetty, or the public, if 
they neglected moft humbly to lav 
them at the foot ot the throne, 
earnetily befeeching your maiefty 
to direct (uch meafures to be tak: n. 
48 to your royal wifdom fhall feem 
beft, lor providing a fpeedy and due 
execution of the law, both as to 
capital punihment and tranfpor- 


«7. & &. &., 


tation, without which al] other 
regulations muft prove nucatory 
and abortive, and the miichiefs 
complained of muft daily and rapid. 
ly increafe. 
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Refolutions repelling a County Polive, 
by the General Q ua: ter S. fons 
of the Weft R ding nu York hire, 
he a at Pontefrad, on the 24th of 
Apri » 1780, bfore the Far! of 
Effingham, Chairman, and thirteen 
other Fuftices of the Peace. 
WtiEREAS idle, diford rlv, and 

dangerous perfons, of all dcferip- 

tions, are conitantly wandering 
about, and the commiffion of crimes 
and offences hath increafed to an 
alarming degree: 
It is Reiclve?, 

ift. That it be earneftly recom- 
mended to the principal in: abitants 
of all places, to agree in uniting 
together, under certain rules va 
regulations, for the better pure 
poie of detecting telons, cheats, 
vazrants, night-walkers, night. 
poachers, and pawn-brokas, who 
are often guilty ot male practices, 
and particularly in receiving flolea 
goocs, knowing them to be fuch— 
fellers by falfe weights and mea- 

fures, perfons adulterating or im- 

properly mixing meal, flour, &c. 

anc, in fhort, all thofe who are in 

any way guilty of a breach of the 
law 

-d. That fome regulations ought 
to be made in the appointment of 
proper conftables, and that they 
be required to exert themieives in 
bringing to juftice offenders 4s 
aforefaid, as they will anfwer the 
contrary at their peril. And that 
they be alfo’ required to be par- 


ticularly vigilant in the time of 


horfe-races, fairs, feafts, markets, 
or other public meetings ; evil dif- 
pofed perfons of different kincs 


being 
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being known to refort thither, for 
the more 
carryiag on their 
figns. 

ad. That it would be of great 
public benefit, if all juttices ot the 
peace \ ould pic: ife to hold a ipecial 
{eiions in their feveral dittri¢ ts, 
once a fortnight (as it is already 
done in feveral parts of this Rid- 
ne) or even oftener (at leatt for 
fume time) if they find occafion 
tor fo doing. 

gth. ‘That privy fearches fhould 
be made in every diltrict, a3 near 
the fame hour as may be, a day o1 
two previous to fuch feilons, where 
offenders | i ge chicfly to) may 
be brought to fpeedy juttice ; by 
being immediately corrected, or 
otherwife dealt with according to 
law. 

sth. That were this mode of pro- 
ceeding to be carried into full ef- 
fect, offenders would find it dith- 
cult to eleape from juftice, the 
public peace would be greatly re- 
fiored, the office of a magiitrate 
would become lefs irkfome, large 
fums of money weuld be faved 
which are now lavilhed away in 
lig keeping in prifon, 
conveying vagrants, and others ; 
pridhe s would be eated of the trou- 
ble and expence in relieving per 
fons who travel with pafles , and 
whofe whole lives are often {pent in 
perpetual vagrancy ; and a final 
Kop might, in a great degree, be 
puc to thofe numerous beep ars 
who actually extort money by im- 
pofing, under various pretenc:s, 
upon the ignorance or credulity of 
others, 

Cth, That the gréat number of 
public houfes, and efpec cially thofe 
which are kept by improper per- 
fons, or in improper fituations, are 
protuctive of various mifchicfs, and 
therefore, until fuch time as a re- 


unlawtul de- 








convenient purpole of 
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duction of them 


can be effected, 
(whieh is much to be defired) it 
is a matter of great moment that 
the occupiers of fuch houfes offend- 


ing await the law. fhould have 
their licences withheld, their recog- 
nizances eitreated, or be otherwile 
punifhed, according to the nature 
ot the offi nee. 

sth. ‘To prevent the increafe of 
thefe houfes, the clergy, parifh- 
officers, and others, are requefted 
not to grant any certificates, to 
enable perfons to obtain licences, 
uniefs they have full ftisfaction of 
the truth to which they fubicribe, 
and that fuch houfe is really w ants 
ed for the public convenience; 
and further, that fuch ceruficates 
fhould be cammunicated to: the 
juftices of the divifion four weeks 
previous to their bolding their 
B:ewlter feflions. 

sth. Thit houfes of evil fame, 
conmunon brothels, houfes for har- 
bouring of vagrants, and fuch like, 
are im many plac es become a no- 
torious gricvance; and that it 1s the 
interefi, as well as the duiy of 
every man, to exert himfelf in 
fuppretiing them. 

oth. That as many perfons are 
dileoiira ved troy ap prehending and 
yrafecuting offenders, by an idea 
of the great expence thereof, it is 
proper to declare, that all judges 
and juttices of the any are impow- 
ered by pe to grant an ade uate 
allowance to pr eae and wite 
netles ; ialioas ot the peace alto, 
out of feilions, are ready to make 
every liberal gratification to thofe 
who purfuc, apprehend, or convey 
offenders to prifous: and in many 
places there are fubferiptions or 


monies collected by way ot affefle 
ment, for the above purpoles, 
roth, ‘That in shofe places v here 
Sunday-fchool. have 
their good 


» heen opened, 


effects are pla nly pers 
ceived 
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ceived ix. the orderly and decent 
comportmment of the youth Who 
are inftruéted therein: it is there- 
fore moft earnetily to be wifhed, 
that thofe virtueus citizens who 
have begun this good work, would 
continue their beft endeavours to 
forward it with that zeal and per- 
feverance which its great import- 
ance requires. And if thefe infli- 
tutions fhould become eftalifhed 
throvghout the kingdom, there 1s 
good reaton to hope, that they wi'l 
procuce an happy change in the 
general morals of the people, and 
thereby render the execution of 
criminal juftice lefs frequently ne- 
ceflary. 

Jt is Orderéd, that the thanks 
of this court be given to the rev. 
Henry Zouch for his communica- 
tion of the abu.ve propofitions ; and 
he is requefied to publifh the 
obfervations on which they were 
founded. 





— 


The Petition of the Inhabitants of the 
County of Midd. efex, and the Cities 
of London and Weftminfier, pre- 
fented to the Houfe of Lordy, in 
June, 178%, againft a Bill for 
regultting Lotteries, which had 
pafied the Houfe of Commons, but 
subich, in the Sequel, was rejecled 
by the Lords. 

Jo the Right Horourable the Lords 
Spiritual anc Temporal in Parlia- 
mint affembled. 

THE humble petition fheweth, 
that your lordfhips petitioners are 
greatly alarmed at the increafe of 
flatutes which abolifh the inquefts 
by grand jury, and trial by peers, 
and which inveit juttices of the 
peace with the powers of thefe 
great protectors of the liberties and 
properties of t nglifhmen. 

** That your lordfhip’s petitioners 
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have read with aftonifhment 4 bil! 
brought into the houfe of com, 
mons by William Mainwaring, efi), 
entitled, ** A bill for amending and 
more effectually carrying into exe. 
cution an act, made in the >-4 
year of the reign of his prefent 
maje'ly, entitled, * An act for 
liceniting lottery - office k epers, 
and regulating the fale of lottery 
tickets.” 

That the faid bill, if carried into 
a law, will operate as a fevere grie- 
vance upon every defeription oj his 
majefty’s fubjects. 

That faid bill inves ju tices of 
the peace with greater powers, 
than were ever invefied in any of 
his majefty’s court. of record, or 
exercifed or affumed by the court of 
{tar chamber. 

That fad bill inveits juftices to 
grant general warrants againtt per- 
fons named or deicribed, to fearch 
their perfons, their houfes, or any 
other place, whether by day or 
night, en oath being made before 
them, that fuch perfons are fuf- 
pected to have in their houfes, or 
any other place, or conceajed about 
their perfons, any lottery regifler or 
books, whether fuch perfons be 
male or female. 

That faid bill takes away every 
protection of habitation, and leaves 
your petitioners, their wives, and 
daughters, liable to the moftindecent 
violation of perfon, and their pro- 
perty to the mercy of every aban- 
doned wretch who difregards the 
crime of perjury. 

That faid bill takes away the 
writ of certiorari; and though it 
gives the fubjects a right to appeal, 
to the quarter feffions, yet renders 
that appeal nugatory, as it impow- 
ers the juftice to deftroy all wnt- 
ings produced in evidence before 
him, and of courfe deprives the 
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arty ch arzed of f the only means of 


defence Which can acquit him upon 
weave i 
his ayy} al. : . 
~-* "9 } 7 ae — “ 
z i Al faid bill oO ages pe ions 
accul io anfwer to interrogato- 
ries >w bill, and criminaie them- 
felv + *9 . ~* 
‘The fiid bill empowers juttices 
to grint warrants to apprehend 
perious wo n ‘omg atteil ily as 
wine Tes, though fuch  perions 


yay never have recy ived any fum- 
mons, and may at the time fuch 
fummons 15s left at their houfe or 
lodging, be abfent in a diftant part 
of the country. 

For thefe reafons, and becaufe 
your lordfhip’s petitioners under- 
fiand that taid bill pa fled through 
the honourable the houfe of com- 
mons in great hurry, and at times 
when verv few meni rs Were pre- 
fent, your \fhip’s petitioners 
humbly hope your lordfhips will 
take this petition into contidecra- 
tion, and not pafs this bill intoa 
law. 

And your lordfhip’s petitioners 

fall ever pray. 


lor, 





The Addre/s of the 
Aldermen, Sherifis, and Common 
Council of the City of Loudon, pre- 
Jented to his Mayejiy on Friday, 
Auguft 11, 1736, on the Occafion 
of bis happy Efcape from Affaffi- 
Nations 

Moit Gracious Sovereign, 

WE, your majeity’s dutiful and 
loyal fubjects, the iord mayor, al- 
dermen, and commons of the city 
of London, in common council 
aflembled, humbly approach the 
arone with our moit fincere con- 

gratulations on the providential 

eliverance manifefied in the failure 
of that outrageous attempt which 
fo lately endangered your majefty’s 
royal perion. 


Lord Mayor, 
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‘Impelled at once by duty and 
inclination, your saiehy" ’s faithful 
citioene of London are happy in 

tendering an unfeigned affurance 
ot ther affection and zeal for 
your majeity’s perfon and govern- 
ment. 

Deeply fenfible of the value and 

importance of your majefty’s life 
to the profperity of your kingdoms, 
and of the unfpeakable affliction 
which your people would have 
fultained by its mournful termina- 
tion, the late horrid occurrence 
(which threatened that national 
cal: amity ) could not fail to excite 
in their minds a proportionate a- 
larm; but more particularly pain- 
ful and fevere were their fen{ations, 
on reffecting that your majefty’s 
gracious attention to the petitions 
of your fubjects had proved the 
lamentable caufe of expoling your 
facred perfon to danger. 

Permit us, royal fir, to add our 
mott fervent prayers, that your 
reign may continue long and prof- 
perous over free, happy, and unit- 
ed fubjects ; and that your defcend- 
ants may tranfimit the bleffings the 
nation now enjoys to the lateft 
poiterity. 

Signed, by order of court, 


WILLiaM Rix. 
ANSWER. 


I receive, with the greateft plea- 
fure, the very affectionate expref- 
fions of your duty and attachment 
to me, and thank you for your 
congratulations upon the providen- 
tial deliverance from the attack 
which has been lately made upon 
my perfon: thofe profeffions can- 
not but be acceptable to me from 
my loyal city of London, to whom 
I am always difpoted to fhew 
every mark of attention and re- 
gard, 


The 
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The Adarefi of the Bifbop of London, 
Dean and Chapter of St. Paul's, 
and Clerey of the Citics of Lenien 
and Wefiminfler. 


Jo the KING’s moff Excellent 
Majefty. 
Moft Gracious Sovereign, 

WE, your majefty’s mof dutiful 
and loyal fubjects, the bifhop of 
London, the dean and chapter of 
St. Paul’s, and the clergy of the 
cities of London and Weitminfter, 
impreficd with a deep fenfe of the 
many and invaluable bleflings which 
we enjoy ender your ma} ieliy? s mild 
and aunfpicious government, the 
great advantage which religion has 
ever received from your counte- 
nance and protection, and the con- 
flant fupport which morality has 
derived trom your example, cannot 
but feel ourfelves particularly inte- 
ret ted in the fafety of your majef- 
ty’s life; and we beg leave to pre- 
fent to your majefty our moft fin- 
cere congratulations on its late pro- 
vidential prefervation 

We have returned our thanks to 
God for this initunce of his good- 
nefs to your mayefty ; and we fhall 
not fal contint tally to pray to God, 
that that life which he has thus figs 
nally protected, may long be con- 
tinued to vour majefty in wninter- 

rupted health and profperity. 





The Adévef of the Bifop and Clergy 
of the Divec fe of < efter. 


WE, your majefly’s moft dutiful 
and loval fubjects, the bifhop, the 
dean and chapter, and the clergy 
of the diocefe of Chetter, beg per- 
mifhon to offer to your majeity our 
fincerett congratulations on the late 
providential deliverance of your 


royal perion from the hand of an 
affaiin. 





,- By Be oe By, & 


It would be unbecoming in any 
order of men, it would be peculj- 
arly offentive in ours, to approach 
your Majeily on this occafion with 
the langua: ze of adulation; but the y 
who are in the {mall tt degree dCs 
quainted with the unitormly moral 
and religious tenor of your maijef- 
ty’s private lite, ad who reflect as 
they ought, on the many invaluable 
bleiiings. this nation experie Nees uns 
der your majciiy’s mild and pater. 
nal government, will not, we are 
confident, charge us with tranfgreff- 
ing the iricteft. bounds of truth, 
when we fay, that the lofs of fich 
an example, and fuch «1 fovereign, 
would have been one of the tever- 

eit calamities with which heaven 
could have afflicted this land : whet- 
ever difference of ientiments there 
nay be on other points, on this we 

believe there is but onc opinion. 

Ic atiords us fome coniolation to 
know that the fole contriver ot this 
frantic defign was nothing more 
than a wretc “hed maniac ; a circum. 
ftance, hewever, from which we 
may draw this awful leffon, that 
not only the felicity, but the very 
exiftence of the greateit pote: ntates, 
and the mott flourifhing empires, 
may be endangered by the fecbleit 
agents, and that in God alone is 
their fecurity and refuge. 

The recent proof he has been 
pleafed to give us of this great 
truth demands the warmeft and de- 
vouteft expreifions ot our thanktul- 
nefs. And alarmed as all our tears 
have juft been, by feeling ourlelves 
on the very brink of de ftruction, 
we implore with redoubled ardour 
the almighty Ruler of the univ erie, 
that he. would fill continue the 
fame watchful care over your ma- 
jelty’s perfon, which he has already 
manifetted in fo fignal an iniiance ; 
and that he would grant your ma- 
jetty and your roy al family, a long 
eny: dy ment 
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enjoyment of that peace, profperi- 
ty. and g’neral fatisfaction, which 
hs bleiiing on your m2) iefty*s coun- 
cils has vifib ly diffufed throu igh e- 
very part of your dominions. 








The Add ef of t'e Bifbop and Clergy 
of i he dD: Ce} c of Laxdaff. 


To the KIN G’s m fe Excelent 
Marefir. 
Mof Gracious Sovereign, 

Wh, the bilhop, the archd: acon 
and chapter, and the cleryy ot the 
diocefe of Landaff, your majetty’s 
loyal and dutitul fubj &ts, h umbly 
intreat your t) aye! y eracioufly to 
accept our faithial congratulauons 
on the protection which the good 
provid ence of God has! lately vouch- 
fated to your mayelly trom the at- 
tack of an infare afta Tine 

Th mildnefs of your majeily ’s 
with the ex- 


government, U nite 


cmplary probity and condefcention 
of your private life, can have lett 
your majefly no de iberate evemies, 
no appre! rection of d: inger from the 
malice of any of your tubjects. In 
the late calamitous event your Mite 
jefty will teel a comtort, which 1s 
fully felt by all your people, from 
knowing that the hand of violence 
Was not aimed avaintt your majef- 
ty's lite by the fpiit of public tac- 
tion or private difcontent. 

Lhe wortt of kings, in every 
ace and country, have been encou- 
raved by the adulatory 
flagiiious men to pe revere in the 
modes of covernment deitructive to 
the treedom and telicity of man- 
kind; fincerity and truth have been 
in this way, fo of'en facrificed on 
the altar of private intereft, as ale 
noft to render fufpicious the pro- 
feilions of honeft men on the tairett 
occalions; yet, on this occafion, 


we fear not the being accufed ot flat- 
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tery or infinceritv, when we avow, 
in the tace cf the world, that we 
bel eve there is not a fingle perfon 
in your maetiy’s dominions who 
will not join with us in thank'ng 
God tor this inftance of his good- 
nefs towards you, and in praying 
that he will long conrinue to us the 
happinefs, acd the liberty, civil 
and relicious, which we enjey un- 
der your ma jetty ’s government. 





The Addrefs of the B 3 ifoop and Clergy 
of the D: ‘occfe of St. Af aph 


To the KING’s aff Excellent 
Mayefty. 

WE, the bifhop, dean and chap- 
ter, and clergy ot the diocefe of 
St. Alaph, afk leave, with unfeign- 
ed and loyal hy imility, to congratu- 
jate your majevy on your late de- 
li.erance from the kmife of the «f- 
faffin, When fuch dangers are fome- 
tuncs permitted to threaten the 
greitell of the fons of men, we are 
authorized by icripture to regard 
them ss the awful admonitions of 
P rovidence to conlider the import- 

ince of their duty, and the uncer- 
tainty of the tmme allorted to fulfil 
it. May your majetly’s mind be 
always duly imprefled with a reli- 
gious fenfe of thofe virtues and 
public fervices which the highett of 
all haman itations requires at your 
hands. May you alvays_ peflefs 
thofe powers of mind, and that 
enlarged and attive benevolence, 
which are requilite to prefide with 
witdom over a people that was once 
virtuous, and that 1s (ill penerous, 
brave, and enlightened. In‘otfering 
up thefe prayers we depart not from 
our character as blamelefs miniilers 
of the gofpel, and we wifh to en- 
rich your majefty with greater bletf- 
ings than is in the power of flat- 
tciy to invent; we wifh you the 
glory, 
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lory, the virtue, and the heaven- 
f prerogative of making a great 
people happy under a mild, uncor- 
rupt, and able goveinment; and 
we include in our wilhes the tafting 
fecurity and {plendor of your royal 
houfe; that warm attachment and 
fidelity in your fubjects which only 
the fenfe of their own happinels 
can infpire. And may that happi- 
nefs every day increafe, by a gene- 
ral imitation of thofe amiable do- 
meitic virtues of which your ma- 
jefty and your royal confort have 
given the world fo fair an example. 








The Addrefi of the Protcfhant Dif- 
Senting Miniffers in and about the 
Cities of London and Wefiminfler. 


Mott Gracious Sovereign, 

WE, your Majefty’s moft duaful 
and loyal fubjecis, the protefant 
diflenting minitters in and about the 
cities of London and Wetimintter, 
beg leave to approach your royal 
perion with our warmett congratu- 
lations on the late fignal interpoti- 
tion of divine provicence in favour 
of your majeity’s invaluable life: 
an event which has afforded joy to 
all your majetty’s faithful fubjects, 
and to none more than the proteft- 
ant diff-nters, who look up with 
affectionate reverence to the ditlin- 
guifhed virtues of their fovercign, 
and who feel themfe!ves happy ia 
the enjoyment of their civil and re- 
ligious liberties, which have receiv- 
ed fo memorable a contirmation and 
enlargement fince your majetiy’s 
accelion to the throne of thefe 
kingdoms. 

To that Great Being, whofe arm 
fo gracioutly fhielded your mujet- 
ty’s perion in the moment of din- 
ger, we have offered our mot 
grateful acknowledgments; ferveat- 
ly praying, that the like fente of 
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the divine interference which your 
majefty devoutly feels, might be 
deeply impreffed on the hearts of 
all your fubjects. 

Permit us, Sir, to add, that our 
joy on this occafion is grealy 
heightened, by reflecting that the 
horrid ilroke your majetty fo hap- 
pily efcaped was cuided not by the 
hand of premeditated malice, but 
of compaifionable infanity ; the re. 
pofe wuich this contideratioa juftly 
creates in your majeity’s breail and 
that of your royal confort, cannot 
tail of affording the hizhett fatistace 
won to your people, whofe happi- 
nefs is intimately connected with 
that of their fovereipn. 

With great plea‘ure we embrace 
this opportunity of afluring your 
majefty of our aficétionate and ins 
violable attachment to your perfon 
and government; nor will we ceafe 
Sir, to offer our moft ardent prayer 
te Almighty God, that your life 
raay be protracted, un ‘er the finiles 
of Providence, to the mot dittant 
period; and that the crown your 
majeity received from your illufiri- 
ous anceftors, may defcend, adorn- 
ed with all their and your princely 
virtues, to your lateit puiteritv. 


—_——— ee | -_--——, 


The Addvefs of the Catholicks of 
Ireland. 


May it pleafe your majefty, 

WE, your majefty’s mott dutiful 
and loyal fubjects, the catholicks 
of Ireland, humbly beg leave to 
approach the turone with our moft 
lincere congratulations on your mae 
jefty’s happy and providential ¢- 
{cape from the late horrid attack 
on your facred perfon. 

It gives us the moft poignant and 
hearttelt pain, that an attempt io 
bafe and degenerate could be made 
againit the lite of the moii tenger 

father 
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father of his people ; and we are 
confaled only in believing that it 
p oceeded trom infanity of mind 
rather than depravity of heart. — 

Truly grateful for the effential 
benefits we have received during 
your maielty’s aulp cious reign, we 
mutt feel ourfelves particularly in- 
terefted in every circumitance that 
regards the weltare of the beit ot 
foverei¢ns; and permit us to affure 
your majeity of our urmott abhor- 
rence and deteftation of every at- 
tempt to di‘turb your private peace, 
or the public tranquillity of your 
dominions. 

We fupplicate the Supreme Be- 
ing to grant to your majeity a long 
and happy reign ; and to continue 
the crown of thefe realms to your 
illuftrious houfe unto its lateft po- 
fterity. 





——— 





The Addrefi of the Superiors of the 
Roman Catholick Clergy of the Pro- 
BINCE of Munfte re 


May it pleafe your majefty, 

WE, your majelty’s moft faith- 
ful fubjects, the fuperiors of the 
Roman Catholic Clergy in the pro- 
vince of Munticr, having offered up 
our fervent thanks to the Almighty 
God for your majefty’s happy efcape 
from the horrid attempt made on 
your majesty’s moft ifacred perfon, 
prefume, in all humility, to prefent, 
at the foot of your royal throne, in 
the name of the Roman Catholic 
Clergy of this province, our moft 
dutiful and loyal congratulations on 
fuch a fignal interpofition of divine 
providence, 

Whilft in this expreffion of our 
duty to your majefty, we join ia the 
univerfal exultation of all ranks of 
our fellow-fubjeéts for the prefer- 
vation of a well-beloved fovercign, 
we, your majcity’s Roman Catho- 
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lic fulbjects, feel an ad ‘itional joy 
from the grateful remembrance we 
conftantly have, that whatever hap- 
py change has been made in our fi- 
tuation in this kingdom is chiefly 
owing to your majeity’s paternal at- 
tention fo us. 

Our joy, may it pleafe your ma- 
jefy, would have been as complete 
on the pre ent occafion as any hu- 
man event could make it, but for 
the allay it receives in the affliction 
brought upon us by the tumultuous 
mectings of iome of the loweft clafs 
in this province. Yet, at the fame 
time that we bemoan the unwarrant- 
able exceiles of a mifguided rabble, 
itis no fmall comfort to us to think, 
that we have not been wanting in 
what dep-nded on us to prevent and 
to remedy thefe evils. Our con- 
{tant endeavours to promote reli- 
yion, peace, aid good order have 
not been altogether fruitlefs ; what- 
ever be the guilt of the deluded 
people who now dilturb the public 
tranquillity, we have the heartfelt 
fatistaction of being convinced that 
not a fhadow of difatfection to your 
majefty’s perfon or government is 
imputable to them. 

We hope that the prudent mea- 
fures, the firm yet merciful exer- 
tions adopted by thofe entrufted here 
with your majefty’s authority, will 
be efficient to put a ftop to the li- 
centious mifdeeds of an unruly mul- 
tude, and to provide efiectually a- 
gaint a repetition of them. 

We, on our parts, fhall conti- 
nue to employ our mott zealous 
efforts to imprefs thofe under our 
influence with a fenfe of confcien- 
tious fubordination to the laws, and 
to exhort them ever to follow that 
peaceful, induftrious, upright line 
of condu&, which alone can be- 
come them, and which the religion 
they profefs, as well as their grati- 
tude, dictate to be due to the juf- 
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tice and mildnefs of your majefty’s 
vernment, 

May the Almighty God, by whom 
kings seign, long preferve your ma- 
jetty, amidit the enjoyment of eve- 
ry defirable bieifing, to be an ex- 
amp'e, from your royal virtues, 
to the rulers of the earth, and to 
be, from the unrivalled ficcels of 
your governnent, the comfort and 
the happineis of your people. 

We are, may it pleafe your ma- 
jefty, with the mott inviolable at- 
tachment and fubmillive graticude, 
your majetty’s mott loyal, moft du- 
tiful, and moft obedient fubjects, 
the Superiors of the Roman Catho- 
lic Clergy of the province of Mun- 
fter. 





The Addrefs of the Prefident and 
Fellows of the Royal College of 
Pbhyficians in London. 


May it pleafe your Majeity, 

WE, your majetty’s moit faith- 
ful and loyal fubjects, the prefident 
and fellows of the Royal CoRege of 
Phyticians in London, beg leave to 
approach yow majeily, with «all 
humility, to exprefs our duty and 
unfeigned joy tor your majeity’s 
happy deliverance from the danger 
of a mofi defperate attempt on your 
facred perfon; an attempt, which 
only infanity of mind could have 
fuggefted, and which only the di- 
vine interpotition could have truf- 
trated, 

Glory, Sir, refults from danger. 
It is in tituations of furprize and a- 
larm, that the genuine and noble 
qualities of exalted minds are emi- 
nently difplaved and diftinguifhed. 
‘The collected tirmnefs and compo- 
fure with which your majefly met 
the horrid attack, and the tender- 
nefs and compatiion exerted in the 
fame criuical moment for the wretch. 


s 
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ed affailant, are recent proofs of 
that maguanimit, and benevolence 
which have ever characteri.ed your 
miujelly, and endeared you to the 
hearts of a brave and generous 
vople,. 

Whilt all ranks and orders of 
men are zealovily proteffing thefe 
fentiments, it may not mifbecome 
us, Sir, to bear teitimony to your 
more private and perional excellen- 
cies. Courts and palaces have rare. 
ly been the feenes of abftemiouf- 
nefs and temperance. ‘I hat your 
majefty, amidit all the incitemeuts 
to gratification and indulgence, 
fhould fteadily perfevere in an un- 
exampled forbearance, is at once 
an upbraiding remonftrance againt 
the unhappily prevailing luxury, 
and the ftrongeft fecurity for the 
prefervation of your health, for the 
long continuance of your inetlim- 
able life, and confequently of the 
national happinets. 

May the merciful hand of Pro- 
vidence be ever extended over you, 
for protecting your facred perfon 
from outrage and violence! We re- 
lv with perfect confidence on your 
majetly’s habitual and determined 
virrue, as the fureft human means 


of avertiug from you the ordinary 


calamities which are incident to our 
nature. 


; 
ll 





Corvention between his Britannie Ma- 
Jefty and the King of Spain, figned 
at London, the r14th of July 
1756. 

THE kings of England and of 
Spain, animated with the fame de- 
fire of coniolidating, by every 
meuns in their power, the friend 
fhip fo happily fublifting between 
them and their kingdoms, and with- 
ing, with one accord, to prevent 
even the fhadow of mifunderitand- 
lag which might be occafioned by 
doubts, 
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doubts, mifconceptions, or other 
cauies of difputes between the fub- 
jects on the frontiers of the two 
monarchie , efpecially in diftant 
countries, as are thofe in America, 
have thought proper to fettle, with 
a!] potlible good faith, by a new 
convention, the points w hich o ight 
one day or other be productive ot 
fuch inconveniencies, as the ex. 
perience of former times has very 
often fhewn. ‘To this end, the 
king of Great Britain has 1 sained 
the mot noble and molt excellent 
lord Francis, baron Ofborne of 
Kiveton, Marquis of Carmarthen, 
his Britannic majefty’s 3 privy coun- 
fellor, and principal fecretary of 
fate for the department of foreign 
affairs, &c. &c. &c. and the catho- 
lic king has likewife autthorized 
Don Bernardo del Campo, knight 
of the noble order of Charles the 
Third, fecretary ot the fame order, 
fecretary of the fupreme council of 
ftate, and his minifter plenipoten- 
tiary 1o the king of Great Britain ; 

who having communicated to each 
other their. re[pective full powers, 
prepared in due form, have agreed 
upon the following articles. 

Art. I. His Britannic majefy’s 
fubjects, and the ether coloniils 
who have hitherto enjoyed the pro- 
techon of England, ihall evacuate 
the country of the Mofquitos, as 
well as the continent in general, 
and the iflands adjacent, without 
exception, fituated be ‘yond the line 
herein” after deferibed, as what 
ought to be the frontier of the ex- 
tent of territor y granted by his 
Catholic maje {ty to the Englith, 
for the ufes {ecified in the third 
arti.le of the prefent convention, 
and in addition to the country al- 
ready granted to them in virtue of 
the ipu'utions agreed upon by the 
commiffarics of the two crowns in 
1733. 
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Art. IT. The Catholic king, to 


prove, on his fide, to the king of 
Great Britain, the fincerity of his 
fentiments of friendfhip towards his 
faid majeity, and the Britifh na- 
tion, will grant to the Englih 
more extentive limits than thote 
ipecified in the laft'treaty of peace ; 
and the faid limits of the lands 
added by the prefent convention 
fhall for the future be underftood 
in the manner following. 

The Englifh line, beginning 
from the fea, thall take the centre 
of the river Sibun or Jabon, and 
continue up to the fource of the 
faid river; from thence it fhall 
crofs in a ftrait line the interme- 
diate land, till it interfeéts the river 
Wallis; and by the centre of the 
fame river, the faid live fhall de- 
fcend.to the point where it will meet 
the line already fettled and marked 
out by the commiffuries of the two 
crowns in 1783: which limits, 
following the continuation of the 
faid line, fhall be obferved as for- 
me'ly itipulated by the definitive 
treaty, 

Art. ITI, Although ne other ad- 
vantages have hitherto been in 
quettion, except that of cutting 
wood for dying, yet his catholic 
majefty. as a greater proof of his 
difpoiition to oblige the king of 
Great Britain, will grant to the 
Englith the liberty of cutting all 
other wood, without even excepting 
mahogany, as well as gathering 
all the fruits, or produce of the 
earth, purely natural and unculti- 
vated, which may, betides being 
carried away in their natural ftate, 
become an ‘object of utility or of 
commerce, W hether for Sadi ey for 
manufactures: but it is exprefsly 
agreed, that this ttipulation is never 
to be ufed as a pretext for efta- 
blifhing in that country any plan- 
tution of fugar, coilee, cacao, or 
other 
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other like articles, or any fabric or 
manufacture, by means of mills or 
other machines whatfoever (this 
reftrittion however docs not regard 
the ufe of faw mills for cutting or 
otherwife preparing the wood), 
fince all the lands in queftion being 
indifputably acknowledged to be- 
long of right to the crown of Spain, 
no fettlements of that kind, or the 
population which would follow, 
could be allowed. 

The Englifh thal! be permitted 
to tranfport and convey all fuch 
wood, and other produce of the 
place, in its natural and unculu- 
vated flate, down the rivers to the 
fea, but without ever going be- 
rond the limits which are preferib- 
ed to them by the ftipulations above 
granted, and withouc thereby tak- 
ing an opportunity of afcending the 
faid rivers beyond their bounds, 
into the countries belonging to 
Spain. 

Art. IV. The Englifh fhall be 
permitted to occupy the fmall ifland 
known by the names of Calina, St. 
George’s Key, or Cayo Cafina, in 
-contideration of the circumitance 
of that part of the coafts oppolite 
to the faid ifland being looked upon 
as fubject to dangerous diiorders ; 
but this permitlion is only to be 
made ufe of tor purpofes of real 
utility: and as great abufes, no 
lefs contrary to the intentions of 
the Britifh government than the 
effential intereits of Spain, might 
arife from this permiffion, it is here 
flipulated, as an indifpenfable con- 
dition, that no fortification, or 
work of defence whatever, fhall at 
any time be erected there, nor any 
body of troops pofted, nor any 

iece of artillery kept there ; and 
in order to verify with good faith 
the accomplifhment of this condi- 
tion fine qua xon (which might be 
infringed by individuals, without 
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vernment) a Spanith officer or coms 
miffary, accompanied by an Enolifh 
commiffary or officer, duly autho. 
rized, thall be admitted, twice a 
year, to examine into the real fity. 
ation of things. 

Art. V. The Englith nation thal} 
enjoy the liberty of refitting their 
merchant fhips in the fouthern. 
triangle included between the 
Point of Cayo Cafina, and the 
clufter of fmall iflands which are 
fituated oppofite that part of the 
coaft occupied by the cutters, at the 
diftance of eight leagues from the 
river Wallis, feven from Cayo 
Cafina, and three from the river 
Sibun, a place which has always 
been found well adapted to that 
purpefe. For which end, the edi- 
fices and ftorehoufes abfolutely ne- 
ceflary for that fervice fhall be 
allowed to be built; but in this 
conceffiun is alfo included the ex- 
prefs condition of not erecting for- 
tifications there at any time, or 
ftationing troops, or conttructing 
any military works; and in like 
manner it fhall not be permitted to 
{tation any fhips of war there, or to 
conitruct an arfenal, or other build- 
ing, the object of which might be 
the formation of a naval eiiablifl- 
ment. 

Art. VI. It is alfo flipulated, 
that the Englifh may freely and 
peaceably catch fifh on the coatt ot 
the cpuntry afligned to them by 
the laft treaty of peace, as alfo of 
that which is added to them by the 
prefent convention; but without 
going beyond their boundaries, and 
confining themfelves within the 
diftance fpecified in the preceding 
article. 

Art. VII. All the reftrictions 
fpecified in the laft treaty of 1733, 
for the entire prefervation of the 
right of the Spaniih fovereignty 

over 
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over the country, in which is grant- 
ed to the Englith only the privilege 
of making ufe of the wood of the 
different kinds, the fruits and other 
produce, in their natural ftate, are 
here confirmed; and the fame re- 
fritions fhall alfo be cbferved with 
refpect to the new grant. In con- 
fequence, the inhabitants of thof* 
countries fhall employ themfelves 
fimply in the cutting and tran{port- 
ing of the faid wood, and in the 
gathering and tranfporting of the 
fruits, without meditating any more 
extenfive fettlements, or the for 
mition of any fyftem of governs 
went, either military or civil, fur- 
ther than fuch regulations as their 
Britannic and catholic majetties 
may hereafter judge proper to etta- 
blith, for maintaining peace and 
good order amongft their refpective 
fubjects. 

Art. VIII. As it is generally 
allowed that the woods and forefts 
are preferved, and even mulijly, 
by rerular and methodical cuttings, 
the Englifh fhall ob/erve this max- 
iin, as far as poffible ; burt if, not. 
withf.nd:ing a'l their precautions, 
it thould happen in courle of time 
that they were in want of dying- 
wood, or mahogany, with which 
the Spanifh pofiefions might be 
provided, the Spanifth government 
fhall make no difficulty to furnifh a 
fuppl: tothe Englifh, at a fair and 
reafonable price. 

Art. IX, Every poffib'e precau- 
tion fhall be obferved to prevent 
fmugeling ; and the Englith fhall 
take care to conform ta the regu- 
gulations which the Spanifh go- 
vernment fhall think proper to eita- 
blith amongit their own fubjects, 
mm all communications which they 
my have with he latter ; on con- 
dition neverthelets that the Fnglith 
fhail be lett in the peaceable en- 

1786. 
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joyment of the feveral advantages 
inferted in their favour in the laf 
treaty, of ftipulated by the prefézit 
convention. 

Art. X. The Spanifh governors 
fhall be ordered to give to the faid 
Englith difperfed, all poffible faci- 
cilines for their removal to the fet- 
tlements agreed upon by the pre- 
fent convention, according to the 
ftipulations of the 6th article of the 
definitive treaty of 1583, with 
refpect to the country allotted for 
their ufe by the faid article. 

Art. XI. Their Britannic and 
Catholic majeftics, in order to res 
move every kind of doubt with 
regard to the true conttruction of 
the prefent convention, think it 
neceffary to declare that the condi- 
tions of the faid convention ought 
to be obferved according to their 
fincere intention to en{ure and im- 
prove the harmony and good un- 
derflanding, which fo happily fubtitt 
at prefent between their faid ma- 
jeilics. 

In this view, his Britannic mas 
jelly enga es to give the moft po- 
fitive orders for the evacuation of 
the countries above mentioned, by 
all his fub ects of whatever denomi- 
nation; but if, tontrary to fich 
declaration, there fhould ftill re- 
main any perfons fo daring as :o 
prefume, by retiring intu the inte- 
ror country, t» endeavour to ob- 
itruct the entire evactation already 
agreed upon, his Br ‘annie majeity, 
fo far frotn affording them the leaft 
fuccour, or even protection, will 
difavow them in the imott folemn 
manner, as he will equally do thofe 
who may hereafter attempt to fetrle 
upon the territory belouging to the 
Spanifh dominion. 

Art. XII. The evacuation agreed 
upon fhall be completely effected 
within the fpace of fix months, 

(FB) after 
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aftet the exchange of the ratifica- 
tions of this convention, or fooner, 

#f it can be done. 

Art. XIII. It is agreed that the 
new grants defcribed in the pre- 
ceding articles, in favour of the 
Englifh nation, are to take place 
as foon as the aforefaid evacuation 
fhall be entirely accomplifhed. 

Art. XIV. His Catholic majefty, 
prompted folely by motives of hu- 
manity, promiies to the king of 
England, that he will not exercife 
any act of feverity againit the Mof- 
quitos, inhabiting in part the coun- 
tries which are to be evacuated, by 
virtue of the prefent convention, 
on account of the connections which 
may have fubfifted between the 
faid Indians and the Englifh: and 
his Britannic majefty, on his part, 
will flridtly prohibit all his fub- 
jects from furnifhing arms, or war- 
like ftores, to the Indians in gene- 
ral, fituated upon the frontiers of 
the Spanifh poifeffions. 

Art. XV. The two courts fhall 
mutually tranfmit to each other 
duplicates of the orders, which they 
are to difpatch to their refpective 
governors and commanders in Ame- 
rica, for the accomplifhment of the 
prefent convention ; and a frigate, 
or proper fhip of war, fhall be «p- 
pointed, on each fide, to obferve 
in conjunction that all things are 
performed in the beft order poflible, 
and with that cordiality and good 
faith of which the two fovereigns 
have been pleafed to fet the ex- 
ample. 

Art. XVI. The prefent conven- 
tion fhall be ratified by their Bri- 
tannic and Catholic majefties, and 
the ratifications exchanged, within 
the fpace of fix weeks, or fooner, 
if it can be done. 

In witnefs whereof, We, the 
underfigned minifters plenipoten- 
tiary of their Britannic and Ca- 
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tholic majefties, in virtue of our 
refpective full powers, have figned 
the prefent convention, and have 
affixed thereto the feals of our 
arms, 





Treaty of Commerce and Navigation, 
« between his Britannic Mayjefiy and 
the Moft Chriftian King, figned as 
Verfailles, the 26th of September, 

1786. 

HIS Britannic majefty, and his 
Mott Chriitian majefty, being e- 
qually animated with the defire not 
only of confolidating the good har« 
mony which actually fubfifts be 
tween them, but alfo of extending 
the happy effects thereof to their 
refpective fubjects, have thought 
that the moft efficacious means tor 
attaining thofe objects, conform. 
ably to the 1§th article of the 
treaty of peace, figned the 6th of 
September, 1733, would be to adopt 
a fyflem of commerce on the batis 
of reciprocity and mutual conve- 
nience, which, by difcontinuing 
the prohibitions and _probibitory 
duties which have exifted for almott 
a century between the two nations, 
might procure the mott folid ad- 
vantages, on both fides, to the 
national productions and induftry, 
and put an end to contraband trade, 
no lefs injurious to the public re- 
venue, than to that lawful com- 
merce which is alone intitled to 
protection ; for this end, their faid 
majetties have named for their com- 
miffaries and plenipotentiaries, to 
wit, the king of Great Britain, 
William Eden, efq. privy coun- 
fellor in Great Britain and Ireland, 
member of the Britifh parliament, 
and his envoy extraordinary and 
midiiter plenipotentiary to his Mott 
Chriftian majeity ; and the Mott 
Chrifiian king, the Sieur Tofeph 
Mathias Gerrard de Rayneval, 

knight, 
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PUBLIC 
knight, counfellor of fate, knicht 
of the royal order of Charles ITI. 
who, after having exchanged their 
refpective full powers, have agreed 
upon the following articles : | 
Art. I. It is agreed and con- 
cluded between the moft ferene and 
mott potent king of Great Britain, 
and the mott ferene and mott po- 
tevt, the moft Chrittian king, that 
there fhall be a reciprocal and 
entirely perfect liberty of naviga- 
tion and commerce between the 
fubjects of each party, in all and 
every the kingdoms, ftares, pro- 
vinces, and territories, fubject to 
their majefti¢s in Europe, tor all 
and fingular kinds of goods, in thofe 
laces, upon the conditions, and 
in fuch manner and form as is 
fettled and adjufted, in the follow- 
ing articles : 

‘Art. II. For the future fecurity of 
commerce and friendfhip between 
the fubjécts of their faid majetties, 
and to the end that this good cor- 
refpondence may be preferved from 
all interruption and ditturbance, 
it is concluded and agreéd, that if, 
at any time, there fhould arife any 
mifunderftanding, breach of friend- 
flip, or rupture between the crowns 
of their majeittes, which God for- 
bid! (which rupture thall not be 
deemed to exift until the recalling 
or fending home of the refpective 
ainbaffadors and miners) the fub- 
jects of each of the two partics 
teliding in the dominions of the 
other, fhall have the privilege of 
remaining and continuing their 
trade therein, without any manner 
of ditturbance, fo long as they be- 
have peaceably, and commit no 
offence againft the laws and ordi- 
nances ; and in cafe their conduct 
fhould render them fufpected, and 
the refpective governments fhould 
be obliged to order them to remove, 
the term of twelve months fhall be 
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allowed them for that purtpofe, in 
order that they may remove, with 
their effects and property, whether 
entrufted to individuals, or to the 
flate. At the fame time it is to be 
underflood that this favour is not 
to be extended to thofe who fhall 
act contrary to the eftablifhed 
laws. 

Art. IIT. It is likewife agreed and 
concluded, that the fubjects and 
inhabitants of the kingdoms, pro- 
vinces, and dominions of their ma- 
jefties, thall exercife no aéts of 
hoftility or violence againft each 
other, cither by fea, or by land, or 
in rivers, ftreams, ports or havens, 
under any colour or pretence what- 
foever ; fo that the fubjects of either 
party thali receive no patent, com- 
miffion, or inftruction for arming 
and acting at fea as privateers, nor 
lerters of reprifal, as they are call- 
ed, from any princes or ftates, enc- 
mies to the other party; nor by 
virtue, or under colour of fuch 
patents, commiffions, or reprifals, 
fhall they difturb, infeft, or any 
way prejudice or damage the afore- 
faid fubjects and inhabitants of the 
king of Great Britain, or of the 
molt Chriflian king; neither fhall 
they arm fhips in fuch mauner as 
is above faid, or go our to fea 
therewith. To which end, as often 
as it Is required by either party, 
{trict and exprefs prohibitions fhall 
be renewed and publithed in all the 
territories, Countries, and dominions 
of each patty wherefover, that no 
one fhall in any wife ufe fuch com- 
miffions or letters of reprifal, under 
the fevereft puniflament that can be 
inflicted on the traufgreffors, be- 
fides being liable to make full refti- 
tution and fatisfa¢tion to thofe to 
whom they have done any damage; 
neither fhall any letters of reprifal 
be hereafter granted by either of 
the faid hich contracting paities, 
(Fk 2) to 
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to the prejudice or detriment of the 
{vbjects of the other, except only 
in fuch cafe wherein juttice is de- 
denied or delayed; which denial 
or delay of juitice fhall not be re- 
garded as verified, unlefs the pe- 
titions of the perfon, who defires 
the faid letters of reprifal, be com- 
municated to the minittcr refiding 
there on the part of the prince 
avain{t whofe fubjects they are not 
to be grand, that within the fpace 
of four months, or fooner, if it be 
poffible, he may manifeft the con- 
trary, or procure the fatistac- 
tion which may be juftly due. 

Art. IV. The fubjects and inha- 
bitants of the refpective dominions 
of the two fovereigns fhall have li- 
berty, freely and fecurély, without 
licence or pafiport, general or fpe- 
cial, by land or by fea or any other 
way, to enter into the kingdoms, 
dominions, provinces, countries, 
iflands, cities, villages, towns, wall- 
ed or unwalled, toriified or unfor- 
tificd, ports, or territories whatlo- 
ever, of either fovereign, ficuated 
in Europe, and to return from 
thence, to remain there, or to pafs 
through the fame, and therein to 
buy and purchafe, as they pleafe, 
all things neceflary tor the:r fub- 
fiftence and ufe, and they fhall mu- 
tually be treated with all kindnefs 
and favour. Provided, however, 
that in all thefe matters, they be- 
have and conduct themfelves con. 
formably to the laws and ftatutes, 
snd live with cach other in a triend- 
ly and peaceable manner, and pio- 
mote recsprocal concord by miain- 
taining a mutual and good under- 
tanding. 

Art. V. The fubjes of each of their 
fuid majefties may have leave and 
licepce to come with their thips, as 
wlio with the merchandizes and 
goods en board the fame, the trade 
and importation whereof are not 
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prohibited by the laws of either 
kingdom, and to enter into the 
countries, dominions, cities, ports, 
places, and rivers of either party, 
fituated in Europe, to refort there. 
to, and to remain and relide there 
without any limitation of time ; al. 
fo to hire houfes, or to lodge with 
other perfons, and to buy all law. 
ful kinds of merchandizes, where 
they think fit, either from the firf 
maker or the feller, or in any other 
manner, whether in the public mar- 
ket for the fale of merchandizes, 
or in fairs, or wherever fuch mer. 
chandizes are manufactured or fold, 
They may likewife depofit and keep 
in their magazines and warchoufes 
the merchandizes brought from o- 
ther parts, and afterwards expofe 
the fame to fule, without being in 
any wife obliged, unlefs willingly 
and of their own accord, to bring 
the faid merchandizes to the marts 
and fairs. Neither are they to be 
burthened with any impofitions or 
duties on account of the faid frees 
dom of trade, or for any other caufe 
whatfoever, except thofe which are 
to be paid for their flips and me:- 
chandizes, conformably to the re- 
gulations of the prefent treaty, or 
thofe to which the fubjects of the 
two contracting parties fhall them- 
felves be liable. And they fhall 
have free leave to remove them- 
felves, as alfo their wives, children, 
and fervants, together with their 
merchandizes, property, goods, oF 
effects, whether bought or importe 
ed, wherever they fhall think ft, 
out of either kingdom, by land and 
by fea, on the rivers and frefh wa- 
ters, after difcharging the ufual du- 
tics ; any law, privilege, grant, 1m- 
munities or cufioms, to the contm- 
ry thereof in any wile notwithftand- 
ing. In matters of religion, the 
fubjects of the two crowns fhall en- 
joy perfect liberty. They ae 
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be compelled to attend divine fer- 
vice, whether in the churches or 
elfewhere; but, on the contrary, 
they fhall be permitted, without 
anv moleflation, to pertorm the ex- 
ercifes of their religion privately in 
their own houfes, and in their own 
way. Liberty flall not be refuted 
to bury the fubjects of either king- 
dom who dic in the territories of 
the other, in convenient places to 
be appointed for that purpofe ; nor 
{hall the funerals or fepulchres of 
the deceafed be in any wife ditturb- 
ed. The laws and itatutes of each 
kingdom fhall remain in full force 
and vigour, and fhall be duly put 
in execution, whether they relate 
to commerce and navigation, or to 
any other right, thofe cafes only 
excepted, concesning which it 1s 
otherwife de:ermined in the articles 
of this prefent treaty. 

Art. VI. The two high contracting 
parties have thought proper to fet- 
tle the duties on certain goods and 
merchandizes, in order to fix inva- 
riably the footing on which the 
trade therein fhall be eftablifhed be- 
tween the two nations. In confe- 
quence of which they have agreed 
upon the following tariff, viz. 

iit, The wines of France, im- 
ported directly from France into 
Great Britain, fhall, in no cafe, 
pay any higher duties than thofe 
which the wines of Portugal now 
pay. 

The wines of France, imported 
directly from France into Ireland, 
fhall pay no higher duties than 
thofe which they now pay. 

2d. The vinegars of France, in- 
ftead of fixty-feven pounds, five fhil- 
lings, and three pence, and twelve 
twentieths of a penny fterling, per 
ton, which they now pay, fhall not 
tor the future pay in Great Britain, 
anv higher duties than thirty-two 
pounds, eighteen fhillings, and ten 
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pence, and fixteen twenticths of a 
penny fterling, per ton. 

2d. The brandies of France, in- 
ftead of nine thillings and fix perce, 
and twelve tw ntieths of a penny 
it-rling, fhall, for the future, psy, 
in Great Britain, only feven dhillings 
fterling per gallon, making four 
quarts, Englith meafure. 

4th, Oil of olives, coming direct. 
ly from France, fhall, for the fu- 
ture, pay no higher duties than are 
now paid for the fame from the 
mott favoured nations. 

sth, Beer Qiall pay reciprocally 
a duty of thirty per cent. ad va- 
lorem. 

6th. The duties on hardware, 
cutlery, cabinet ware and turnery, 
and alto all works, both heavy, and 
hght, of iron, ftecl, copper, and 
brafs, fhall be clafled; and the 
higheit duty fhall not exceed ten 
per cent. ad valorem. 

“th. All forts of cottons manu- 
factured in the dominions of the 
two fovercigns in Europe, and alfo 
woollens, whether kmt or wove, 
including hotiery, fall pay, in both 
countries, an import-duty of twelve 
per cent. ad valorem ; all manufac- 
tures of cotton or wool, mixed with 
filk excepted, which fhall remain 
prohibited‘on both fides. 

8th. Cambricks and lawns fhall 
pay, in both countries, an import 
duty of five fhillings, or fix livres 
Tournois, per demi piece of feven 
yards and three quarters, FEngtifh 
mea‘ure; and linens, made of flax 
or hemp, manutaétured in the do- 
minions of the two fovereigns in 
Europe, fhall pay no higher duties, 
either in Great Britain or France, 
than linens manutactured in Hol- 
land or Flanders, imported into 
Great Britain, now pay. 

And linen made of flax or hemp, 
manufaétured in Ireland or Fiance, 
fhall reciprocally pay no higher du- 

(F 3) tics 


























(86) PUBLIC 
ties than linens manufactured in 
Holland, imported into Ireland, 
now pay- . 

gth. Sadlery fhall reciprocally 
pay an import-duty of filteen per 
cent, ad valorem. 

roth. Gauzes of all forts fhall 
reciprocally pay ten per cent. ad 
valorem. 

rith. Millinery made upof muflin, 
lawn, cambrick, or gauze of eve- 
ry kind, or of any other article ad- 
mitted under the prefent  rariff, 
fhall pay reciprocally a duty of 
twelve per cent. ad valorem ; and 
if any articles fhall be uted therein, 
which are not fpecified in the tariff, 
they fhall pay no higher duties than 
thofe paid tor the fame articles by 
the moft favoured nations. 

s2th. Porcelain, earthen-ware, 
and pottery, fhall pay reciprocally 
twelve per cent. ad valorem. 

13th. Plate-glafs and glafs ware 
in general fhall be admitted, on 
each fide, paying a duty of twe've 
per cent. ad valorem. 

His Britannic majefty referves 
the right of countervailing, by ad- 
ditional duties on the undermen- 
tioned merchandizes, the internal 
duties actually impofed upon the 
manutactures, or the import-duties 
which are charged on the raw ma- 
terials; namely, on all linens or 
cottons, tlained or printed, on beer, 
glafs ware, plate glafs, and iron. 

And his moft Chrittian majefiy 
alfo referves the right of coing the 
fame, with regard to the tollowing 
merchancizes ; namely, cottons, 
Iron, and beer, 

And for the better fecuring the 
cue collection of the duties payable 
ad valorem, which are {pecified in 
the above tariff, the faid contrac- 
ing parties will concert with each 
other as well the form of the decla- 
rations to be made, as alfo the pro- 
per means of preventing fraud wit! 
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refpect ta the real value of the faig 
goods and merchandizes. 

But if it fhall hereafter appear 
that any miftakes have inadvertent. 
ently been made in the above ta- 
rift, contrary to the principles on 
which it is founded, the two fove. 
reigns will concert with good faith 
upon the means of rectifying them, 

Ait. VII. The duties above tpecified 
are not to be altered but by mutual 
confent; and the merchandizes not 
above fpecified fhall pay, in the do-. 
minions of the two tovereigns, the 
import and export duties payable 
in each of the faid dominions by 
the mott favoured European na- 
tions, at the time the prefent treaty 
bears date ; and the fhips belonging 
to the fubjects of the faid dominions 
fhall aif reipectively enjoy therein 
all the privileges and advantages 
which are granted to thofe of the 
mott favoured # uropean nations, 

And it being the intent.on of the 
two high contracting parties, that 
their refpective fubjects thould be in 
the dominions of cach other upon 
a footing as advantageous as thofe 
of other European nations, they a- 
grie, that in cafe they {hall here- 
after grant any additonal advan- 
tages In navigation or trade to any 
other Evropean nations, they will 
reciprocally allow their faid fub- 
jects to participate therein ; without 
prejudice, however, to the advan- 
tages which they referve, viz. 
France in favour of Spain, in con- 
fequence of the 24th article of the 
Family Compact, figned the roth 
of May, 1761, and England ac- 
cording to what fhe has pra¢tifed in 
conformity to, and in confequence 
of the conventicn of 1703, between 
England and Portugal. 

And to the end that every per- 
fon may know, with certainty, the 

{tate of the aforefaid impoiis, cul- 
toms, import and export duues, 
2 whatever 














te 


es - ie et 
Fee. 


PUBLIC 


whatever they may be, it is agreed, 

that tariffs, indicating the impotts, 

cutloms, and eftablithed dutics, fhall 
be affixed in public places, as well 
in Rouén and the other trading ci- 

ties of France, as in London and 
the other trading cities under the 
dominion of the king of Great Bri- 
tain, that recourfe may be had to 
them whenever any difterence fhall 
arife concerning fuch impotts, cuf- 
toms, and duties, which fhall not 
be levied otherwile than in con- 
formity to what is clearly exprefled 
in the faid tariffs, and according 
to their natural conflrudction, And 
if any officer, or other perfon in his 
name, fall, under any pretence, 
publicly or privately, directly or 
indirectly, demand or take of a 
merchant, or of any other perfon, 
any fum of money, or any thing 
elfe, on account of duties, impo, 

fearch, or compenfarion, although 
it be under the name of a free gift, 
or under any other pretence, more 
or otherwife that what is above pre- 
feribed ; in fuch cafe, the fnid of. 
ticer, or ‘his deputy, if he be accu‘ed 
end convicted of the fame before a 
competent judge, in the place where 
the crime was coimmitted, fhall give 
full {atistaction to the injured party, 

and fhall likewife fuffer the penalty 
prefcribed by the laws. 

Art. VIII. No merchandize ex- 
ported from the countries refpective- 
ly under the dominion of their ma- 
jetties, fhall hereafter be fubjeét to be 
infpected or confifcated, under any 
pretence of fraud or defect in mak- 
ing or working them, or of any 
other imperfection whatfoever; but 
abfolute freedom fhall be allowed 
tothe buyer and feller to bareain 
and fix the price for the fame, as 
they fhall fee good; any law, fta- 
tute, edié, proclamation, privilege, 
grant, or cuftom to the contrary 


notw ithitanding, 
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Art. 1X. Whereas feveral kinds of 
merchandizes, which are ufually 
contained in cafks, chefts, or other 
cafes, and for which the duties are 
paid by weight, will be exported 
trom and imported into France by 
Britifh fubjecis); it is agreed, that 
in fuch cate, the oder duties 
fhall be demanded only according 
to the real weight of the merchan- 
dizes ; and the weight of the cafks, 
chetts, and other cafes whatever, 
fhall be deducted, in the fame maa- 
ner as has been, and is now practifed 
in England. 

Art. X. It is further agreed, that if 
any miflake or error fhall be com- 
mitted by any matter of a fhip, his 
interpreter or factor, or by any o- 
ther employed by him, in making 
the entry or declaration of her car- 
go, neither the flip nor the cargo 
fhall be fubject for fuch defect, to 
confifcation ; but it fhall be lawful 
for proprietors to take back again 
fuch goods as were omitted in the 
entry or declaration of the matter 
of the fhip, paying only the accu- 
ftomed duties according to the pla- 
cart, provided always ‘that there be 
no manife(t appearance of fraud. 
Neither fhall the merchants or the 
matters of fhips, or the merchan- 
dize, be fubject to any penalty, by 
reafon of fuch omiflion, in cafe the 
goods omitted in the declaration 
fhall not have been landed before 
the declaration has been made. 

Art. XI. In cafe either of the two 
high contracting parties fhall think 
proper to eltablifh prohibitions, or 
to augment the import duties upon 
any goods or merehandize of the 
growth or manufacture of the other, 
which are not fpecified in the tariff, 
fuch prohibitions or augmentations 
fhall be general, and fhall compre- 
hend the like goods and merchan- 
dizes of the other moft favoured Eu- 
ropean nations, as well as thofe of 
(F 4) either 
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either flate; and in erfe either of 
the two contracting parties fha'l re- 
voke the prohibitions, or diminith 
the duties, in favour of any other 
Eur: pean nation, upon any goods 
or merchandize of its growth or 
manufacture, whether on importa- 
tion or exportation, fuch revoca- 
tions or diminutions fhall be extend- 
ed tothe fubsects of the other party, 
on condition that the latter fhall 
grant to the fubjects of the former 
the importation and exportation of 
the like goods and merchandize. 
unde: the fyme duties; the cafes re- 
fe:ved in the Vi th article of the 
prefent treaty always excepted, 

Art XII. And torafmuch as a cer- 
tain ufage, not authorized hy any 
law. has formerly obtained in divers 
partso! Great Britain and France, by 
which French fubjects have paid in 
England a kind otf ¢ pitarion tux, 
called nthe lan uace ot ihat coun- 
try, head-money , and Engliil fub- 
jects a like duty in France, called 
MA gent da Chef; is agreed that the 
fail unpot fall not be demanded for 
the tuture, on ether fide, neither 
uncer the ancient Home, nor under 
any other name whatto ver. 

Amd. feither of the high con. 
trating parties ha. granted, or fal! 
grent, any bounties tor encourag- 
ing the exportation of any articles, 
being of the growih, produce, or 
manuta¢iure of his dominions, the 
other party fhall be allowed to add 
to the duces already impofed, by 
virtue of the prefent treaty, On the 
fad goods and merchandizes, im- 

wrted into his dominions, fuch an 
import dury as fhall be equivilent 
to the faid bounty. But ibis fiipu- 
lation is not to extend to the cites 
of rettitutions of dutics and impolis, 

(calhd drawbacks,) which are al- 
lowed upon eX portation, 

Art. X1V. The advaniages granted 
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by the prefent treaty, to the fuh. 
jets of his Britannic majefty fall 
take effect, as far as relates to the 
kingdom of Great Britain, as foo 
as laws fhall be pafled there, for 
fecuring to the fubiects of his mot 
Chriftian majetty the res iprocal en. 
joyment of the advantages which 
are granted to them by the prefut 
trcaty. 

And the advantages granted b 
all thefe articles, except the tari 
fliall take effect, with regard to the 
kingdom of Ireiand, as foon as laws 
fhall be pofled there, for fecuring 
to the fubjects of his moit Chrittian 
majcity the reciprocal enjoyment of 
the aivantages which are grantd 
to them by this treaty ; and, in 
like manner, the advantages grant. 
ed by the tariff fhall take etle t, nm 
what relates to the faid kingdom, 
a8 foon as laws fhall be paffed there 
for giving etlect to the faid tariff. 

Art. XV. It ts acrred, that fhips 
belonging to his Britannic majeliy’s 
fubjeects, arriving in the dommions 
of his mott Chri‘iian majetly, from 
the ports of Great Byitam or Lee 
land, or from any other foreiga 
port, fhall not ay freight duty, 
or any other ite duty. In the 
fame manner, French fhips thal! be 
exempted, in the dominions of his 
Britannic majelly, from the duty of 
five flullings, and from every other 
fimilar duty or charge. 

XVI. It fhall not be lawful for 
any foreign privateers, not being 
fubjedts of either crown, who have 
commifions from any other prince 
or flate, in enmity with either na- 
tion, to arm their fhij»s in the ports 
of either of the faid two kingdoms, 
to fell what they have taken, or in 
any other manner whatever tw ex- 
change the fame ; neither fhall they 
be allowedevento purchafe victuals, 
except fuch as fall be neceflary tor 
tc 
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their going to the neareft port of 
that prince from whom th: y have 
obtained commithons. 

Art. XVII. When any difpute 
fhall avife between any commander 
of a fhip and his feamen, in the ports 
of either kingdom, concerniug wa- 
ges due to the {aid feamen, or o- 
ther civil caules whatever, the ma- 
gillrate of the place fall require 
no more from the perfon aceuled, 
than that he give to the accufera 
declaration in writing, witneiled by 
the magiltrate, whereby he fhail be 
bound to anfwer that matter before 
a comperent judge in his own coun- 
try; which being done, it fall not 
be lawful for the feamen to defert 
their fhip, or to hinder the com- 
mander from profecuting his voyage. 
It Qiall morcover be lawtul for the 
merchants in the places of their a- 
bode, or clfewhcre, to keep books 
of their accounts and aflairs, as 
they fall fee fir, and to have an 
intercourfe of letters, in fuch lan- 
guage or idiom as they fhall chute, 
without any molettation or fearch 
whatloever. But af it fhould hap- 
pen to be neceflury for them to pro- 
duce their books of accounts for 
deciding any d {pute or controver- 
fy, in fuch cafe they fholl be ob- 
liged to bang into court the entire 
books or writings, but fo as the 
judge may not have liberty to take 
cognizance of any other articl:s in 
the faid books than fuch as fhall 
relaie to the affair in quetlion, or 
fuch as thall be nece flary 10 pive 
credit to the {aid books; neither 
fliall it be lawful, under any pre- 
tence, to take the faid books or 
writings forcibly out of the hands 
of the owners, or to retain them, 
the cafe ot bankruptcy Oniy except- 
ed. Nor thall the {ubjects of the 
king ot Great Britain be obliged to 
write their accounts, letters, or o- 
ther initiuments relating to trade, 





on flamped paper, except their days 
book, which, that it may be pro- 
duced as evidence in any law-tuit, 
ought, according tothe laws which 
all perfons trading in France are to 
oblerve, to be indorfed and attelted 
gratis by the judge, under his own 
hand. 

Art. XVIII. It is furthor agreed 
and covcluded, that all merchants, 
commanders of fhips, and others, the 
fubjccis of the king ot Great Bri- 
tain, in all the dominions of his 
moft Chrittian majefty in Europe, 
fhall have full liberty to manage 
their own affairs themf{elves, or to 
commit them to the management of 
whoinfoever they pleafe ; nor fhall 
they be obliged to employ any in- 
terpretcr or broker, nor to pay them 
any lalary, unlefs they fhall chufe 
to employ them. Maieover, mals 
ters of fhips fhall not be obliged, 
in loading or unloading their fhips, 
to make ule of thole pe fons who 
may be appointed by public autho- 
rity for that purpole, either ae 
Kourdeaux or elfewhere; but it 
fliall be entirely free for them to 
load or unload their ftps by them. 
felves, or to make ule of fuch per- 
fon or perions in loading or unload. 
ing the fame, as they fliall think fir, 
without the payment of any reward 
to any other whomfoever; neither 
fhall they be foreed to unload into 
other fhips, or to receive into their 
own, any merchandize whatever, 
or to wait for their lading any lonz- 
er than they pleafe. And all the 
fubjects of the mott Chriitian king 
fail reciprocally have and enjoy 
the fame privileges and liberties, in 
all the dominions of his Britannic 
majefly in Europe. 

Art. X1X. The thips of either party 
being laden, failing along the coafts 
of the other, and being forced by 
ftorm into the havens or ports, or 
making land there in any other 
manner 
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manner whatever, fha!ll not be ob- 
liged to unlade their goods, or any 

rt thereof, or to pay any duty, 
unlefs they, of their own accord, 
unlade their goods there, and fell 
fome part thereof But i thall be 
lawful, permiffion having been firit 
obtained from thoie who have the 
direétion of maritime affairs, to un- 
jade and fell a fmall part of their 
cargo, merely for the end of pur- 
chafing necetlaries, ether for vic- 
tualling or refitting the fhip; and 
in that cafe, the whole lading fhall 
not be fubjeét to pay the duties, 
but that fmall part only which fhall 
have been taken out and fold. 

Art. XX. It fhall be lawful for all 
the fubjects of the king of Great 8ni- 
tain, and of the moft Chriftian 
king, to fail with their flips, with 
perfect fecurity and liberty, no dif- 
tinétion being made who are the 
propr etors of the merchandizes |a- 
den thereon, from any port what- 
ever, to the countries which are 
now, or fhall be hereafter at war 
with the king of Great Britain, or 
the mott Chriftian hing. It thall 
likewife be lawful for the aforefiaid 
fubjects to fail and traffic with their 
fhips and merchandizes, with the 
fame liberty and fecurity, from the 
countries, ports, and pluces of thofe 
who are enemies of both, or of ei- 
ther party, without any oppofition 
or diflurbance whatfoever, and to 
pfs directly not only from the 
places of the enemy atoremention- 
ed to neutral places, but alfo from 
one place belonging to an encmy, 
to another place belonging to an 
enemy, whether they be under the 
jurifdittion of the fame, or of fe- 
veral princes. And as it has been 
flipulated concerning fhips aad 
goods, that every thing fhall be 
ceemed free, which fhall be found 
on board the fhips belonging to the 
fub eAs of the refpective kingdoms, 
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although the whole lading, or part 
thereot, fhould belong to the ene. 
mics of their majetties, contraband 
goods being always excepted, on 
the ftopping of which, fuch pro- 
ceedings fhall be had as are con. 
formable to the fpirit of the fol- 
lowing articles; it is likewife a. 
greed, that the fame liberty be ex- 
tended to perfons who are on board 
a free fhip, to the end thar, al- 
though they be enemies to both, or 
to either party, they may not be 
taken out of fuch free fhips, unle’s 
they are foldiers, actually in the 
fervice of the enemies, and on their 
voyage for the purpote of being 
employed in a military capacity, ia 
their fleets or armies. 

Art. XXI. This liberty of naviga- 
tion and commerce flull extend to all 
kinds of merchandizes, excepting 
thofe only which .are {pecified in 
the following article, and which 
are defcribed under the name of 
contraband. 

Art. XXII. Underthis name of con- 
traband, or prohibited goods, fhall 
be comprehended arms, cannon, 
harquebuffes, mortars, petards, 
bombs, grenades, fauciffes, carcaf- 
fes, carriages for cannon, mul- 
ket-refts, bandoleers, gun-powder, 
match, falepetre, ball, pikes, fwords, 
head-pieces, helmets, cutlaffes, hal- 
berds, javelins, holtfters, belts, 
horfes and harnefs, and all other 
like kinds of arms and warlike im- 
plements fit for the ufe of troops. 

Art. XXIII. Thefe merchandizes 
which follow fhall not be reckoned 
among contraband goods, that is te 
fay, all forts of cloth, and all other 
manufactures of wool, flax, filk, cot- 
ton, or any other materials, all kinds 
of wearing apparel, together with 
the articles of which they are ufual- 
ly made, gold, filver, coined or 
uncoined, tin, iron, lead, copper, 
brafs, coals, as alfo wheat and 0 
cys 





Ragen pt 


ed 


ape 


Por 


PUBLIC 


ley, and any other kind of _ 
and pulfe, tobacco, and all kinds 
of fpices, falted and fmoaked flefh, 
falted fifh, cheefe and butter, beer, 
oil, wines, fugar, all forts of fait, 
and of provifions which ferve for 
fuftenance and food to mankind ; 
alfo all kinds of cotton, cordage, 
cables, fails, failcloth, hemp, tal- 
Jow, pitch, tar and rofin, anchors, 
and any parts of anchors, fhip- 
maits, planks, timber of all kinds 
of trees, and all other things pro- 
per either for building or repairing 
fhips. Nor fhall any other goods 
whaever, which have not been 
worked into the form of any inftru- 
ment, or furniture for warlike ufe, 
by land or by fes, be reputed con- 
traband, much lefs fuch as have 
been already wrought and made up 
for any other purpofe. All which 
thines fhall be deemed goods not 
contraband, as likewife all others 
which are not comprehended and 
particularly defcribed in the pre- 
ceding article ; fo that they may be 
freely carn: d by the fubjects of both 
kingdoms, even to places belonging 
to an enemy, excepting only fuch 
places as are befieged, blocked up, 
or invelled. 

Ait. XXIV. To the end that all 
manner « diffenfions and quarrels 
may be avoided and prevented on 
both fides, it is agreed, that in cafe ei- 
ther of their majetlies fhould be en- 
gaged in a war, the fhips and vef- 
fels belonging to the fubjeéts of the 
other fhall be furnifhed with fea- 
letters or paflports, exprefling the 
name, property, and bulk of the 
fhip, as alio the name and place of 
abode of the mafter or commander 
of the faid thip, that it may appear 
thereby, that the fhip really and 
truly belongs to the fubjects of one 
of the princes; which paffports 
thall be made out and granted, ac- 
sording to the form annexed to the 


“prefent treaty: they fhall likewife 
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be renewed every year, if the fhip 
happens to return home within the 
fpace ot a year. It is alfo agreed, 
that fuch fhips when laden are 
to be provided not only with paff- 
ports as above mentioned, but alfo 
with certificates containing the fe- 
veral particulars of the cargo, the 
place trom whence the fhip failed, 
and whither fhe is bound, fo thatit 
inay be known whether fhe carries 
any of the prohibited or contraband 
goods fpecitied in the XXIId article 
of this treaty; which eertificates 
fhall be prepared by the officers of the 
place from whence the fhip fet fail, 
in the accuftomed form. And if 
any one thall think fit to exprefs in 
the faid certificates the perfon to 
whom the goods belong, he may 
freely do fo. 

Art. XXV. The fhips belonging to 
the fubjeéts and inhabitants of the 
refpective kingdoms, coming to any 
ot the coa‘ts of either of them, but 
without being willing to enter into 
port, or being entered, yet not 
willing to land their cargoes, or 
break bulk, fhall not be obliged to 
give an account of their lading, 
unlefs they are fufpeted, upon fure 
evidence, of carrying prohibited 
goods, called contraband, to the 
enemics of cither of the two high 
contracting parties. 

Art. XXVI. In cafe the thips be- 
longing to the faid fubjects and inha- 
bitants of the refpeétive dominions 
of their moft ferene majefties, either 
on the coalt, or on the high feas, 
fhall meet with any men of war 
belonging to their mott ferene ma- 
jefties, or with privateers, the faid 
men of war and privateers, for 
preventing any inconveniencies, are 
to remain out of cannon-fhot, and 
to fend their boats to the merchant- 
fhip which may be met with, and 
thall enter her to the number of 
twe 
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two or three men only, to whom 
the matter or commander of fuch 
{hip or veflel fhail thew his paffport, 
containing the proof of the proper- 
ty of the thip, made out according 
to the form annexed to this prefent 
treaty; and the fhip which fhall 
have exhibited the fame, fhall have 
liberty to continue her voyage, and 
it fhall be wholly unlawful any way 
tu molett or fearch her, or to 
chafe or compel her to alter her 
couric. 

Art. XXVIT. The merchant fhips 
belonging to the fubjects of either of 
the two high contracting parties, 
which intend to go to a port at 
enmity with the other fovereign, 
concerning whote voyage and the 
fort of goods on board there may 
he jutt caufe of fufpicion, fhall be 
obli; red to exhibit, as well on the 
high feas as in the ports and ha- 
vens, not only her paffports, but 
allo her certificates, expreiling that 
the oods are not of the kind which 
are contraband, as {pecitied in the 
XXIId artic'e of this treaty. 

Art. XX VIIL. If, on exhibiting the 
abore mentioned certificates, con- 
taining a litt of the cargo, the other 
pirty thould diicover any goods of 
tisat kind which are declared con- 
traband, or prohibited, by the pores 
article of this treaty, and whic! 
are ak ‘ene d fora port fubject to his 
enemies, it fhall be unlawfw to 
break up or open the hatches, 
chetis, caiks, bales, or other vet- 
tels found on board fuch fhip or to 
remove even the imalleit parcel of 
the goods, whether the faid fhip 
belongs to the fubjects of the king 
of Greost Britain, or of the moit 
Chnihan king, unlefs the lading 


be brought on fhore, in the pre- 
teace of the officers ot the court of 
wWimiralty, and an inventory made 
by them of the faid goods: nor 
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fhall it be lawful to fell, exchange, 


or alienate the fame in any manner, 
unlefs after due and lawful procefs 
fhall have been had againit fuck 
proh bited goods, ‘and the judges of 
the admiralty refpectively, fhall, by 
fentence pronounced, have confi: 
cated the fame; faving always as 
well the fhip itfeif, as the other 
goods found ihennin, which by this 
treaty are to be accounted free: 
neither may they be detained on 
prerence of their being mixed wi h 
prohibited goods, much lef fhall 
they be confifcated as lawful prize : 
and if, when only part of the cargo 
fhall confit of contraband goods, 
the matter of the fhip fhall agree, 
confent, and offer to deliver them 
to the captor who has dilcovered 
them, in fuch cafe, the cuptor 
having received thofe goods, as 
lawful prize, fhall forthwith releate 
the fhip, and not hinder her, by 
any means, from profecuting her 
voyage to the place ct her defti- 
nation. 

Art.X XIX. On thecontrary it isa- 
greed, that whatever fhall be found 
to be laden by the fubjects and in- 
habitants of cither party, on any 
{hip belonging to the enemies of the 
other, although it be not contra- 
band goods, fhall be comsicated in 
the fame manner as if it belonged 
to the enemy himfelf ; except thofe 
goods and merchandizes which 
were put on board fuch fhip before 
the declaration of war, or the gene- 
ral order for reprify ls, or even after 
fuch declaration, if it were done 
within the times following ; that 
is to fay, if they were put on board 
fuch fhip in any port or place with- 
in the {pace of two months after 
fuch declaration, or order tor re- 
prifals between Archangel, St. Pe- 

terfburgh, and the Scilly iflands, 
and between the faid ifiands = 
tne 
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the city of Gibraltar ; of ten weeks 
in the Mediterranean fea; and of 
eight months in any other country 
or place in the world ; fo that the 

rds of the fubjects of either 
prince, whether they be contra- 
band, or otherwife, which, as a- 
foefaid, were put on board any 
fhip belonging to an enemy before 
the war, or after the declaration of 
the fame, within the time and h- 
mits above mentioned, fhall no ways 
he liable to confifcation, but fhall 
welland truly be reftored, without 
delay, to the proprietors deinand- 
ing the fame ; provided neverthe- 
lefs that, if the faid merchandizes 
be contraband, it fhall not be any 
ways lawful to carry them after- 
wards to the ports belonging to the 
enemy. 

Art. XXX. Andthat more abundant 
care may be taken for the fecurity 
of the refpective fubjects of their 
mot ferene majettics, to prevent 
their fuffering any injury by the 
men of war or privateers of either 
party, all the commanders of the 
tips of the king of Great Britain, 
and of the moit Chriftian king, and 
all their fubjects, fhall be forbid 
deing any damage to thofe of the 
other party, or committing any 
outrage againit them; and if they 
act to the contrary they fhall be 
punifhed, and fhall moreover be 
bound, in their perfons and ettates, 
to make fatistaction and reparation 
tor all damages, and the interett 
thereof, of wnat nature foever. 
Art. XXXI. For this caufe, all com- 
manders of privateers, before they 
receive their patents or {fpecial 
commitions, fhall hereafter be 
obliged to give, before a compe- 
tent jucge, futticient fecurity by 
g00d bail, whe are refpontible 


men, an have no intereit in the 
fuid fhip, each 6f whom fhall be 
bound in the whole for the jum ot 
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thirty-fix thoufand livres Tournois, 
or fitteen hundred pounds fierling ; 
or if fuch thip be provided with 
above one hundred and fifty feamen 
or foldiers, for the fum of feventy- 
two thoufand livres Tournois, er 
three thoufand pounds fterling, that 
they will make entire fatista¢tion 
for all damages and injuries what- 
fover, which they, or their officers, 
or others in their fervice, may 
commit during their cruize, con- 
trary to the tenor of this preient 
treaty, or the edicts made in con- 
fequence thereof by their moft fe- 
rene majefties, under penalty like- 
wife of having their patents and 
{pecial commiifions revoked and 
annulled. 

Art. XXXII. Their faid majefties 
being willing mutually to treat in 
their dominions the fubjects of each 
other as favourably as if they were 
their own fubjects, will give fuch 
orders as fhall be neceflary and 
effectual, that the judgments and 
decrees concerning prizes in the 
courts of admiralty be given con- 
tormably to the rules of juftice and 
equiry, and to the ftipulations of 
this treaty, by judges who are 
above all fufpicion, and who have 
no manner of intereftin the caute 
in difpute. 

Art. XX XTII. And when the qua- 
lity of the fhip, goods, and mailer, 
fhull fufficiently appear, from fuch 
paffports and certificates, it fhall 
not be lawtul for the commanders 
of men of war to exact any further 
proof under any pretext whatfo- 
ever, But if anv merchant fhip 
fhall not be provided with fuch 
paflports or certificates, then it 
may be examined by a proper judge, 
but in fuch manner as, if it fhall 
be. found, from other proofs and 
documents, that it truly belongs te 
the ubjects of one of the fovereigns, 
and «oes not contain any contra- 
8 band 
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band goods, defigned to be carried 
to the enemy of the other, it fhall 
not be liable to confifcation, but 
fhall be releafed, together with its 
cargo, in order to proceed on its 
voyage. 

f the mafter of the fhip named 
in the paffports fhould happen to 
dic, or be removed by any other 
caufe, and another put in his place, 
the fhips and gouds laden thereon 
fhall neverthelefs be equally fe- 
cure, and the paffports fhall re- 
main in full force. 

Art. XXXIV. Itis further provided 
and agreed, that the fhips of either 
of the two nations, retaken by the 
privateers of the other, fhall be 
reftored to the former owner, if 
they have not been in the power 
of the enemy for the fpace of four 
and twenty hours, fubject to the 
payment, by the faid owner, of 
one third of the value of the fhip 
retaken, and of its cargo, guns, and 
apparel; which third part fhall be 
amicably adjulted by the parties 
concerned : but if not, and in cafe 
they fhould difagree, they fhall 
make application to the officers ot 
the admiralty of the place where 
the privateer which retook the 
captured veffel fhall have carried 
her. 

If the fhip retaken has been in 
the power of the enemy above four 
and twenty hours, fhe fhall wholly 
belong to the privateer which re- 
took her, 

In cafe of a fhip being retaken 
by any man of war belonging to 
his Britannic majefty, or to his 
moft Chriftian mew i it fhall be 
reftored to the former owner, on 
payment of the thirtieth part of 
the value of fuch fhip, ond -af its 
cargo, guns, and apparel, if it was 
retaken within the four and twenty 
hours, and the tenth part if it was 
retaken after the four and twenty 
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hours ; which fums fhall be difs. 
buted, as a reward, amongft the 
crews of the fhips which fhall hays 
retaken fuch prize; The valuation 
of the thirtieth and tenth parts 
above mentioned fhall be fettied 
conformably to the regulations ip 
the beginning of this article. 

Art. XXXV. Whenfoever the am. 
baffadots of either of their faid 
majeftics, or other their minifters 
having a public character, and re. 
fiding at the court of the other 

rince; fhall complain of the in- 
juttice of the fentences which have 
been given, their majefties fhall 
re{pectively caufe the fame to be 
revifed and re-examined in their 
councils, unlefs theit councils fhould 
already have decided thereupon, 
that it may appear, with certainty; 
whether the directions and provi- 
fions prefcribed in this treaty havé 
been followed and obferved. ‘Their 
majeities fhall likewife take care 
that this matter be effectually pros 
vided for, and that jutlice be done 
to every complainant within the 
fpace of three months. However, 
before or after judgment given, and 
pending the revifion thereof, it 
fhall not be lawful to fell the goods 
in difpute, or to unlade them, un- 
lefs with the confent of the perfons 
concerned, for preventing any kind 
of lofs; and laws fhall be «nacted 
on both fides for the execution of 
the prefent article. 

Art. XXXVI. It any differences 
fhall arife refpecting the legality of 
prizes, fo that a judicial decifion 
fhouid become neceflary, the judge 
fhall direct the effects to be unla- 
den, an inventory and appraife- 
ment to be made thereof, and fecu- 
rity to be required refpectively 
from the captor for paying the 
cofts, in cafe the fhip fhould not 
be declared lawful prize ; and from 
the claimant for paying the —_ 
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ef the prize, in cafe it fhould be 
declared lawful; which fecurities 
being given by both partics, the 
rize fhall be delivered up to the 
claimant. But if the claimant 
fhould refufe to give fufficient fe- 
curiry, the judge fhall direct the 
prize to be delivered to the captor, 
after having received from him 
good and fufkicient fecurity tor 
paying the full value of the faid 
prize, in cafe it fhould be adjudged 
illegal. Nor fhall the execution of 
the fentence of the judge be fuf- 

nded by reafon of any appeal, 
when the party againit whom fuch 
appeal fhall be brought, whether 
elaimant or captor, fhall have given 
fufficient fecurity tor reftoring the 
thip or effects, or the value ot fuch 
fhip or effects, to the appellant, in 
caie judgment fhould be given in 
his favour. 

Art. XXXVIL. In cafe any fhips of 
war or merchantmen, torced by 
forms or other accidents, be driven 
on rocks or fhelves, on the coatts of 
either of the high contracting par- 
ties, and fhould there be dathed 
to pieces and fhipwrecked ; a!l fuch 
parts of the faid thips, or of the 
furniture or apparel thereof, as alfo 
of the goods and merchandizes as 
thall be faved, or the produce 
thereot, thall be faithtully reftored, 
upon the fame being claimed by 
the proprietors, or their factors, 
duly authorized, paying only the 
expences incutred in the preferva- 
tion thereef, according to the rate 
of falvage fettled on both fides ; 
faving at the fame time the rights 
and cufloms of each nation, the 
abolition or modification of which 
fhall however be treated upon, 
in the cafes where, they fhall be 
contrary to the tlipulations of the 
prefent article ; and their mijeft es 
will mutually interpofe their au- 
whority, that iuch of their fubjects, 
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as fhall be fo inhuman as to take 
advantage of any fuch misfortune, 
may be feve ely punithed. 

Art. XXX VILL. ir thall be free for 
the fubjects of each party to em- 
ploy fuch advocates, attornies, 
notaries, folicitors and factors as 
they fhall think fic; to which end 
the faid advocates and others above 
mentioned, fhall be appointed by 
the ordinary judges, if it be need- 
ful, and the judges be thereunto 
required. 

Art. XXXIX. And for the greater 
fecurity and liberty of commerce 
and navigation, it is further agreed, 
that both the king of Great Bri- 
tain, and the mott Chriftian king, 
fall not only refufe to receive any 
pirates or fea-rovers whatfoever in- 
to any of their havens, ports, cities, 
or towns, or permit any of their 
fubjects, citizens, or inhabitants, 
on either part, to receive or protect 
them in their ports, to harbour 
them in their houfes, or to affit 
them in any manner whatfoever ; 
but turther they fhall caufe all fuch 
pirates and fea-rovers, and all per- 
tons who fhall receive, conceal, or 
afliil them, to be brought to condign 
punifhment, tor a terror and ex- 
ample to others. And all their 
fhips, with the goods or merchan- 
dizes taken by them, and brought 
into the ports of either kingdom, 
fhall be feized as far as they can be 
difcovered, and thall be rettored to 
the owners, or their factors duly 
authorized or deputed by them ia 
writing, proper evidence being fira 
given in the court of admiralty, 
for proving the property, even in 
cafe fuch effects fhould have paffed 
into other hands by fale, if it be 
proved that the buyers knew, or 
might have known, that they had 
been piratically taken. And ge- 
nerally all fhips and merehandizes, 
of what nature foever, which wr 
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be taken on the high feas, fhall be 
brought into fome port of cither 
kingdom, aud delivered into the 
cuftody of the officers of that port, 
that they may be rettored entire 
to the true proprietor, as foon as 
duc and fufficient proot fhall have 
been made concerning the property 
thereof. 

Art. XL. Ie thall be lawful, as well 
for the thips of wor of their ma- 
jetties, as for privateers belonging 
to their fubjefs, to carry whither- 
foever they pleafe, the fhips and 
goods taken from their enemies, 
without being obliged to pay any 
fee to the otticers of the admiralty, 
vr to any judges whatever; nor 
fhall the fuid prizes, when they 
arrive at and enter the purts of their 
faid majeities, be detained or fei- 
zed; neither fhall the fearchers, or 
other officers of thole places, vilit 
or take izance of the validity 
of fuch prizes; but they fhall be 
at liberty to hoift fail at any time, 
to depart, and to carry their prizes 
to the place mentioned in the com- 
miffions or patents, which the 
commanders of fuch fhips of war 
fhall be obliged to fhew: on the 
contrary, no fhelter or refuge fhall 
be given in their ports to fuch as 
have made prize upon the fubjects 
ot either of their majefties; but if 
forced by firels of weather, or the 
dangers of the fea, to enter therein, 
particular care fhall be taken to 
haften their depirture, and to caufe 
them to retire from thence as foon 
as poffible, as far as it is not re- 
pugnant to former treaties made 
in this refpect with other fovereigns 
or fares. 

Art.XLI_ Neither of their faid ma- 
jeflies fliall permit the fhips or 
goods belonging to the fubjetts of 
the other to be taken within cannon 
fhot of the coatt, or in the ports 
or rivers of their dominions, by 
hips of war, or others having 
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conmiffion from any prince, res 
public, or city, whatiover: bye 
in cafe it fhould fo happen, both 
parties fhall employ their unived 
force to obtain reparation of the 
damage thereby occationed. 

Art. XLII. Butifit fhall appearthat 
the captor made ule of any kind of 
torture upon the mailer ot the thip, 
the crew, Or others who fhall be 
on board any fhip belonging to the 
fubjecis of the other party, in fuch 
cafe, not only the fhip itfelf, to- 
gether with the perfons, merchan- 
dizes, and goods whatfoever, {hall 
be forthwith releafed, without any 
delay, and ft entirely free, but 
alfo fuch as fhall be convicted of fa 
enormous a crimc, together with 
their accomplices, fhall fuffer the 
mott fevere punifiment fuitable to 
their offences: this the king of 
Great Britain and the mott Chrif 
tian king mutually engage fhall be 
obferved, without any refpect of 
perfons whatfoever. 

Art.XLITI. Theirmajefties thall re- 
fpectively be at liberty, for the ad- 
vantage of their fubjects trading to 
the kingdoms and dominions of 
either of them, to app int therein 
national confuls, who fhall enjoy 
the right, immunity, and 1 berty 
belonging to them, by reafon of their 
duties and thir fundtons; and 
places fhiall hereatter be agreed 
upon where the faid confuls fhall 
be eftabliihed, as w: ll as the na ure 
and extent of their functions. The 
convention relative to this point 
fhall be concluded immediately atte? 
the figna ure of the prefent treaty, 
of which it thall be deemed to con- 
ftitute a part. ; 

Art. XLIV. Itisal{o agreed, thatin 
wharever relates to the lading and 
unlading of hips, the fafety of 
merchandize, goods, and effects, 
the fucceflion to perfonal ellates, a8 
well as the protection of individu- 
als, and their perianal liberty, 28 

alfo 
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alfo the adminiftration of juttice, 
the fubjects of the two high con- 
tracting parties fhall enjoy in their 
refpective dominions, the fame pri- 
vileges, liberties, and nights, as 
the moft favoured nation. 

Art. XLV. If hereafter it thall hap- 
pen, through inadvertency or other 
wife, that any infractions or con- 
traventions of the prefent treaty 
fhould be committed on either fide, 
the friendfhip and good underftand- 
ing fhall not immediately thereupon 
be interrupted ; but this treaty fhall 
fubfitt in all its force, and proper 
remedies fhall be procured for re- 
moving the inconveniencies, as like- 
wife for the reparation of the con- 
traventions: and if the fubjects of 
either kingdom fhall be found guilty 
thereof, they only fhall be punifh- 
ed and feverely chaftifed. 

Art. XLVI. His Britannic majefty 
and his moft Chriftian majefty have 
referved the right of revifing and re- 
examining the feveral flipulations 
of this treaty, after the term of 
twelve years, to be computed from 
the day of pafling laws for its ex- 
ecution in Great Britain and ITre- 
land refpectively, to propofe and 
make fuch alterations as the times 
and circumstances may have ren- 
dered proper or neceflary for the 
commercial interefts of their refpec- 
tive fubjects: and this revifion is 
to be completed in the fpace of 
twelve months; after which term 
the prefent treaty fhall be of no ef- 
fect, but in that event, the good 
harmony and friendly correfpond- 
ence between the two nations hall 
not futfer the lea(t diminution. 

Art. XLVI. The present treaty 
fhall be ratified and confirmed by his 
Britannic majetty and by his moft 
Chriftian majefty, in two months, 
or fooner, if it can be done, after 
the exchange of hignatures between 
the pleniporentiaries. 

In witnets whereof, we the un- 

1750. 
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der-figned commiffaries and 
plenipotentiaries of the king 
of Great Britain and thé moit 
Chrittian king, have figned the 
prefent treaty with our hands, 
and have fet thereto the jeals 
of our arms. 

Done at Verfuilles the 26th of 
September, 1786. 
Wm. Even. (L. S.) 
GERARD DE Raynevat. (L.S.) 


Form of the Passports and SEa- 
LETTERS wh'ch are to be granted 
by the refpetive Admiralties of the 
Dominions of the two High Con- 
trating Parties to the Ships and 
Veffels failing from thence, purfu- 
ant to the 24th article of the prefent 
treaty. 


N. N. To all who fhall fee thefe 
prefents, greeting. Be it known 
that we have granted licefice and 
permiffion to N. of the city (or 
place) of N. mafter or commander 
of the fhip N. belonging to N. of 
the port of N. burtheo 

tons, or thereabouts, now 
lying in the port or haven of N, to 
failto N. laden with N. the thip 
having been examined before her 
deparrure, in the ufual manner, by 
the officers of the place appointed 
for that purpofe. And the faid N. 
or fuch other perfon as fhall hap- 
pen to fucceed him, fhall produce 
this licence in every port or haven 
which he may enter with his fhip, 
to the officers of the place, and 
fhall give a true account to them 
of what fhall have pailed or hap- 
pened during his voyage; and he 
{hall carry the colours, arms, and 
enfigns of N. during his voyage. 

In witnefs whereof, we have fign- 

ed thefe prefents, and fet the 
feal of our arms thereto, and 
caufed the fame to be coun- 
terigned by N. at 

day ot 
in the year, &c. &c. 

(G) 
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Treaty of Alliance and Commerce be- 
teveen his Mayefly Frederick III. 
King of Prufia, and the United 
States of America, as ratified by 
Congre/i, May 7, 1786. 

HIS majeity the king of Prulla 
and the United States of America, 
deliring to fix, in a permanent and 
equitable manner, the rules to be 
obferved in the intercourfe and 
commerce they delire to eftablith 
between their refpective countries, 
have judged, that the faid end can- 
not better obtained than by 
taking the moft perfect equality 
and reciprocity for the bafis of 
their agrecment. 

With this view, his majefty the 
king of Pruffia has nominated and 
conttituted, as his plenipotentiary, 
the baron Frederic William de ‘Thu- 
lemeyer, envoy extraordinary with 
their High Mightineffes the States 
General of the United Netherlands; 
and the United States have, on 
their part, given full powers to 
John Adams, efq. now minifter 
pleniporentiary of the United States 
with his Britannic majefty ; Dr. 
Benjamin Franklin, and | homas 
Jefferfon, refpective plenipotenti- 
arics, have concluded articles, of 
which the following is an abitract, 
fo far as concerns the States of 
America 

The fubje&ts of his majeity the 
king of Pruffia may frequent all the 
coats and countries of the United 
States of America, and rofide and 
trade there in all forts of produce, 
mauufadctures, and merchandize, and 
fhall pay within the faid United 
States no other or greater duties, 
charges, or fees whatfoever, than 
the mott favoured nations are or 
fhall be obliged to pay ; and they 
fhall enjoy all the rights, privileges, 
and exemptions, in navigation and 
commerce, which the moit favour- 
ed nation does or flial] enjoy ; fub- 
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mitting themfclves to the laws and 
ufages there eftablifhed. 

‘¢ In iike manner, the citizens 
of the United States of America 
may frequent all the coats and 
countries of his majeity the king of 
Prutfia, and reiide and trade there 
in all forts of produce, manutac- 
tures, and merchandize, and fhall 
pay in the dominions of his faid 
majeily no other or greater duties, 
charges, or fecs Whatfoever, than 
the mott ‘avoured nation is or fhall 
be obliged to pay; and they fhall 
enjoy all the rights, privileges, and 
exeinptions, in navigation and <om- 
merce, which the moft favoured 
nation does or fhall enjoy; fub- 
mitting themfelves as atorefaid. 

Each party fhall have a right to 
carry their own produce, manu- 
factures, and merchandize, in their 
own or any other viflels, to any 
parts of the dominions of the other, 
where it fhall be lawful for all the 
fubjects or citizens of that other 
freely to purchafe them; and 
thence to take the produce, manu- 
futures, and merchandize of the 
other, which all the faid citizens 
er fubjects th ll in like manner be 
free to fell, paying in both cates 
fuch duties, charges, and fees only, 
as are or fhall be paid by the moit 
favoured nation. 

Each party fhall endvaveur to 
protect and defend all veffols, and 
other effects, belonging to the cl- 
tizens or fubjects of the other, 
which fhall be within the extent of 
their jurifdiction by fea or land; 
and fhall ufe all their efforts to 
recover, and caufe to be rettored to 
their right owners, their veffels and 
eftects which fhall be taken from 
them within the extent of their faid 
jurifdiction, ‘ 

If one of the contra¢ting parties 
fhould be engaged. in war with 
other powcrs, the free intercourte 
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and commerce of the fubjects or 
citiz ns of the party remainiag 
neute:, with the belligerent powers, 
fhall not be interrupted. On the 
gontrary, in that cafe, as in full 
peace, the veilels ot the neutral 
party may navigite freely to and 
trom the ports, and on the coatts of 
the belligerent parties, free veflels 
making tree goods, infomuch, that 
all things fhill be adjudged free 
* which fhall be on board any veflel 
belonging to the neutral party, al- 
though fuch things belong to an 
enemy of the other ; and «he fame 
freedom fhall be extended to per- 
fons who fhall be on board a tree 
veel, although they fhould be 
enemies to the other party, unlets 
they be foldiers in actual fervice of 
fuch enemy. 

In the fame cafe of one of the 
contracting parties being engaged 
in war with anv other power—to 
prevent all the difficulties and mil- 
underftandings whicheufually arife 
refpecting the merchandize hereto- 
fore called contraband, fuch as 
arms, ammunition, and military 
fiores of every kind — no fuch ar- 
ticles carried in the veflels, or by 


the fuljects or citizens of one of 


the parties to the enemies of the 
other, fhall be deemed contraband, 
{fy as to Induce confifcation or con- 
demnation, and a lols of property 
to individuals, But in the caie 
fuppofed—of a veficl flopped tor 
the articles heretofore deemed con- 
traband, it the matter of the vetlel 
flopped will deliver out the goods 
fuppofed to be of contraband na- 
ture, he fliall be admitted to do it, 
and the veflel thall not in that cafe 
be carried into any port, nor fur- 
ther detained, but fhall Le allowed 
to proceed on ber voyaze. 

If the contracting parties fhall 
be engaged in war againit a com: 
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mon enemy, the following points 
fhall be oblerved between them. 

iit, Ifa veffel of one of the 
parties, retaken by a privateer of 
the otker, fhall not have been in 
poffeilion of the enemy more than 
tweaty-four hours, fhe fhall be re- 
itured to the firit owner for one 
third of the value of the veffel and 
cargo; but if the’ flall have been 
more than twenty-four hours in 
pofleifion of the enemy, fhe fhall 
belong wholly .to the re-captor. 
2d, If in the fame cafe the re-cap- 
ture were by a public veff:l of war 
of the one party, reftitution fhall 
be made to the owner of one thir- 
nieth part of the veflel and cargo, it 
fhe fhall not have been in the pof- 
feflion of the enemy more than 
twenty-four hours ; and one tenth 
of the faid value where the hall 
have been longer; which fums 
fhall be diitributed in gratuities to 
the re-captors. 3d, The reilitution 
in the cafes aforefaid fhall be after 
due proot of property, and furety 
given for the part to which the re- 
captors are entitled. 4th, The 
veffels of war, public and private, 
of tae two parties, fhatl be reci- 
procally admitted with their prizes 
into the re{pective ports of each ; 
but the faid prizes fhall not be dif- 
charged nor fold there, unul their 
legaity fhall have been decided ac- 
corcing to the laws and regulations 
of the ilate to which the captors 
belong, but by the judicators of 
the place into which the prize fhall 
have bees conducted. sth, It fhall 
be tree to each party to make fuch 
regulations as they fhall judge ne- 
cellary tor the conduct of their 
refpective veflels of war, public o: 
private, relativeto the veflels which 
they fhall take and carry into the 
ports of the two parties. 

Were the parties fhall have a 
(G 2) common 
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common enemy, or fliall both be Majelty has taken refpecting your 
neutral, the vetfels of war of cach High Mightinefles fince the happy 
fhall upon all occafions take under epoch of the peace, have had no 
their protection the veflels of the other object than to give the mot 
other going the fame courfe, and undoubted me ot the fincere 
fhall defend fuch vefiels as long as friendfhip which he entertained to. 
they hold the fame courfe, againtt wards you. 
all force and violence, in the fame —- He has fuffered no occafion to 
manner 13 they ought to protect efcape that could renew the harmo- 
aad defend veticls belonging to the ny which, for the fpace of a cen- 
party of which they are, tury, contributed fo much to the 
It war fhould arife between the proiperity of each ; and it has been 
two contracting parties, the mer- his particular itudy to efface all 
chants of cither country, then re- traces of the unhappy diffentions 
fiding in the other, fhiall be allowed which, for a little time, interrupt: 
to remain nine months to collect ed that good underitanding. 
their debts and fettle their aftats, His majetty has carefully refrain- 
and may depart freely, carrying off ed from doing any thing that could 
all their effects without moicttation in the fmallett decree influence the 
or hinderance, interior deliberation of the States ; 
This treaty fhall be in force du- and although not infenfible of the 
ring the term of ten years from the troubles which have agitated the 
exchange of ratifications : country, the king has thought it 


(Signed) right to confine himfelf to expreff- 

F.G. pe Truremever,ala Haye, ing his withes for its profperity, and 
le 10 Septembre 1785. for the re-eftablifhment of concord. 
Tuo. Jerrixson, Paris, July 28, But fince tworefpectable powers, 
1785. friends and neighbours of the re- 
B. Franxisy, Paffly, July 9, public, have declared to your High 
r-8:. Mightinefles theirfentiments on the 
Joun Apams, London, Auguit 5, actual flate of affairs, the king, my 
1735. matter, would look upon himfelf 


Now know ye, that we the faid as wanting in thofe with which he 
United States in congrefs aflembied, has been always animated, if he 
having coniidered and approved, delayed to exprefs the fincere wifh- 
do hereby ratity and confirm the es he feels for the internal and ex- 
faid treaty. Witnefs the hon. Na- ternal tranquillity of the Repub- 
thaniel Gotham, our chairman, in lic, as well as for the maintenance 
the abfence ot his excellency John of its conttirution. 

Hancock, our prefident, the 7th = Theking thinks it his duty at 
day of May, in the year of our the fame time to declare, that no- 
Lord 1780, and of our independ- thing can be more oppofite to his 
ence and fovereignty the tenth. fentiments than togive an example 
fo dangerous to the tranquillity and 

Memorial prefented by Sir Fames independence of the United Pro- 
Harris, K. 2B. te the States Gee vinces as the interference of any 
neral of the United Provinces, on foreign power in the internal af- 
the gth of Fuly, 1786. tairs of the Republic, the manage- 
High and Mighty Lords, ment and direction of which his 
ALL the fteps Which his Britannic majefly wifhes to prefe:ve —_, 
2 troue 
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trolled in the hands of thofe to 
whom it has been committed by the 
conilitution, and found by thote 
principles eflabliihed by the unani- 
nous coafent of the nation. 

His majefty wil never have any 
other object than to obferve the 
mott impartial conduct, fuch as may 
be naturally expected from a good 
neighbour and friend, to whom the 
intereits of the proteitant religion, 
ef the commerce and local fituation 
of the two countries, as well as the 
ties of kindred with the prince to 
whom your High Mightineffes have 
entrufted the amportant charge of 
the State, fo effentially engage to 
prevent any injury being offered to 
the independence of the RKepub- 
lic.” 

(Signed) 
Sir James Harris. 





The Prince af Orange's Letter to the 
States of the Province of Holland, 
nt Sept. 34 1786, on the Subject 
of their late Refolution with re- 
ard to the Command of the Garri- 
fm of the Hague. 

Noble and potent lords, our 

very good triends. 

WE have received the refoluuon 
of your noble and great mighti- 
nefles, in which you repeat and 
confirm a refolution taken on the 
4th and sth of March, 1672, with 
regard to the command of the gar- 
rion of the Hacuc, and cannot 
conceal our furprife that your no- 
bfe and great mightineffes fhould 
have thought proper, on a majori- 
ty ef no more than a fingle voice, 
to come to a refolution notorioutly 
injurious to our perfon, as well as 
to the high dignities hereditarily 
fettled upon our family by your no- 
ble and great mightineffes, by con- 
firming a refolution taken at a time 
When there not only was no ftadt- 
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holder, governor, or captain ge- 
neral of this province, but which 
was entered into for the exprefs 
purpofe of preveating any perfon 
trom arrogating to huntelf, under 
another atl, what was eftablithed 
to belong to the office of ftadthold- 
er, governor, and captain-general 
of the faid province. 

We have not the leaft defign, 
noble and porent lords, to queition 
the fuperiority of your noble and 
great mightinefles over the mili. 
tary, as well of che whole province 
as the garrifon of the Hague, We 
acknowled, ec as frankly as any per- 
fon, the power of the fovereign to 
execute perfonally, if need be, thofe 
high othces, of which it nad en- 
truited*the exercife in its name to 
other colleges or perfons. 

By the memonal which we had 
the honour to addrefs to your no- 
ble and great mightinefles, on the 
4th of lait December in mainten- 
ance of our right, we declared in 
the molt precife terms, and again 
declare this day, that we never 
could fuppofe ourfelves inveited 
with a power equal, much fs fu. 
perior to that of the ftaies over the 
military, and that we might act 
according to our own pleafure and 
independently of the fovereign, or 
make regulations confYary to its or- 
ders aud approbation, which might 
any ways tend to thwart its fupre- 
macy, or prove an obilacle to its 
refolutions. 

It appears then by this fincere 
acknowledgment of the fovereignty 
of your noble and great mighti- 
nefles, that fhould the cafe exif 
that an hereditary ftadtholder, he- 
reditary governor, or captain-gene- 
ral, fo far forget himtelf, as to 
turn the authority velted in him by 
your noble and great miyhtinefles 
to the hurt of the true interefts of 
the country, and therefore tq thwart 
(G 3) the 
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the intention of the fovercign, we 
Jay it down for a certain maxim, 
that your noble and great mighti- 
neffes have the right and power to 
take order in the matter for your 
‘own authority and fafety in an ef- 
feétual manner; which right is not 
limited to giving orders to the mi- 
litary in the place of refidence of 

our noble and great mightinefles, 
but extends over all the military in 
your territory. Yet we entertain 
fo refpe€tful an idea of the juttice 
of the fovereign as to be confident 
this would never take place, except 
there were plaufible proofs of the 
delegated authority having been 
abuied. 

None fuch have at any time been 
produced againft us, and in cruth 
never will be, as we have always 
made it a duty and a pleafure to 
fulfil the views of your noble and 
great mightineffes in our offices in 
your province with all the zeal in 
our power; and if your noble and 
great mightineffles had had any dif- 
content or miilruft on that head, 
we have aright to hope that you 
would not haye failed to inform us 
of it, 

But this never having been done, 
and your noble and great mghti- 
nefles having, notwithtlanding, 
thought proper to deprive us by 

our refolution of a right which 
ae always belonged to the offices 
we exercife in your name, we can- 
not be contented with the faid re- 
folution, faving all the refpect we 
pay to the orders of your noble 
and great mightineffes, nor filently 
acquiefce in it, as that would be 
tantamount to an open declaration, 
that we fet no value on your con- 
fidence, or our own honour, and 
are, therefore, incapable of exer- 
cifing the other no lefs important 
departments of the high offices 
which have devolved upon us, in 
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fuch a manner, as that the whole 
nation could reit with the neceffary 
certainty, «flection, and contidence 
on our care, 

Let not your noble and great 
mightinefles therefore be difpleafed 
that we continue to contider fuch a 
refolution (which refleéts fo yreat 
difhonour on the fidelity ot the 
houfe from which we are defcended, 
and in whofe fteps we have always 
endeavoured to tread) as null and 
void, faving the refpect due to all 
thefe refSlutions of your noble and 
great michtineffes by which neither 
our honour nor rights are attacked, 

In the mean tune thefe circum- 
ftances furnifh us with a freth occa- 
fion, to our greatéT regret, of pour- 
ing into the bofom of your noble 
and great mightinefles, and laying 
before the nition itn general, the 
part which is not prejudiced, our 
complaints with regard tu the inju- 
rious fufpicions which have tor 
fome time been conceived, and are 
every day excited more violently. 
We have alrcady at various times 
repeated thefe complaints, and par- 
ticularly in our mitfive of April 26, 
1784, direéted to your noble and 
great mightineffes, and the other 
confederates. We there declared, 
in the moft unreferved manner, 
that we defired nothing fo ardently 
as tu employ the legal power which 
was entrufled aad confided to us in 
the maintenance of the liberty, the 
peace, and increafe of the profpe- 
rity and welfare of the country, 
that we were very far from wifhing 
to extend that power beyond its 
legal bounds; and that we defire 
nothing more than to remain in un- 
difturbed poffeffion of the preroga- 
tives and pre-cminences attached 
to our dignities, of which a ftadt- 
holder cannot be deprived but when 
the general welfare is at flake. And 
this we did with a fincere expecta 
Cin, 
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tion, as we mentioned in the mif- 
five above alluded to, of receiving 
fuch an anfwer to our propofal as 
would furnath us with an opportu. 
nity of giving Convincing proofs of 
our delire to do every thing on our 

art for the folid re-eftabhthment of 
saternal tranquillity, harmony be- 
tween the members of the regency, 
and confidence between the regents 
and the citizens. 

It yrieves Us, noble and potent 
lords, to be obliced to fay that we 
have been difappointed in our hopes, 
no anfwer having been returned by 
you to that miflive, and thus have 
we been deprived of an opportuni- 
ty of fhewing by deeds in feveral 
particular cates what we had endea- 
voured to expres by fincere decla- 
yations. 

Our fentiments are ftill inviolably 
the fame, and theretore we here re- 
peat thele expreilions, and thall ex- 
pect from the juitice and true pa- 
triotifm of your noble and great 
mightinefles, that you will at laft 
lend an car to them, that a path 
may be opened tor putting an end 
to the unhappy divifions and com- 
buflions, in confequence of which 
our country is finking into total 
perdition. Wheretore, &c. 

Signed) 
Wiruiam, Prince of Orange. 





The Prince of Orange’s Letter to the 
States of the Province of Holland, 
Sent September 26, 176, it anfrver 
to their Notification of his Sujpenfion 
Siom the Offwe of Captain-gencral. 
Noble, great, and mighty lords, 

and particularly good friends! 

IT is with the utmoii concern we 
have feen by the letter and refolu- 
tion of your noble and great mighti- 
nefles, dated the 22d inftant, that 
you are pleated to perfiit provition- 
ally, and without prejudice to the 
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further deliberations of your noble 
und great mighrinefles, in the va- 
rious orders iffued out concerning 
the troops of that flate, by which 
they have been relieved, till furs 
ther orders, from that part of the 
oath which bound them to our o- 
bedience as captain-general of 
Holland and Weit Friefland, but 
which orders your noble and great 
mightineffes did not think proper to 
impart to us in our aforefaid quali- 
ty, whilft you fufpend provifion- 
ally the effect of your refolution of 
the 8th of March, 1766, which 
invefted us as captain-general of 
your province by efpecial delega- 
tion, with power to difpofe of all 
military employments, from the 
enfign to the colonel inclufively, 
ferving in the militia or troops withe 
in your jurifdiction. 

We cannot but be fenfibly hurt 
at the aforefaid refolution, fince its 
effect is to deprive us of a right 
which has been allowed and fecured 
to us by the unanimous vote of 
all the members of the ftate, by 
appointing us captain-yeneral he- 
reditary of Holland and Weft Frief- 
land. We might here claim the 
immediate effect of fuch a refolu- 
tion, which as it had been entered 
into nem, Con. cannot, fuppofing 
it to be revocable, be cancelled, or 
even fufpended, without the like 
unavimity. But what goes fill 
nearer to our heart, and on which 
we cannot remain (lent, is the mo- 
tives you are pleafed to adduce in 
fupport of your latt refolution, 
namely, that it has been taken with 
a view to obviate our influence as 
captain-general over the faid troops, 
and the manner of directing them, 
which is incompatible with the 
fafety of your province, and the 
meatures adopted to fecure it. 

We might, without failing in 
what we owe to your noble and 
.(G 4) great 
















































































































































great mightinefles, aud in as ear- 
nett a manner as befits a matter of 
fuch high importance, that con- 
cerns our honour and good name, 
requeft you would be pleated to 
communicate to us the reafons of 
¢he miftruftt your noble and great 
mightineiles entertain of our influ- 
ence and direction of the provin- 
cial troops, and then you would 
find that we have it futliciently in 
our power to convince your noble 
and great mightineffes, how ground- 
lefs are both your apprehentions 
and the malicious hints thrown out 
by certain perfons, ill-difpofed to- 
wards the country and ourfelves. 
But we are perfecily eafy and tfe- 
cured that nothing can be alleged 
with truth againit us, by which we 
fhould have deferved to forfeit the 
confidence of your noble and great 
mightinefles. And we can vouch 
before God, yourfelves, all the 
citizens of the Netherlands, nay, 
and before all the world, that in 
this regard our confcience is per- 
feily irreproachable, Under plea- 
fure of your noble and great 
mightine es, we cannot but de- 
clare, fince our honour, dearer to 
us than life, flands impeached, that 
we cannot remain under fuch a 
blame and ftigma, refulting from 
the tokens of diltru® given us by 
your noble and great mightineffes, 
and efpecially by your recent refo- 
Jution, and it is a duty we owe to 
the race from whence we fpring, to 
the royal houfe to which we have 
the hononr to be allied, to their 
high mightinedles, to the refpective 
provinces to whofe fervice we are 
bound by the employments we hold 
by hereditary right, and to our- 
felves, in fine, to clear ourfelvcs 
from fuchan afperfion ; that, con- 
feious of our innocence, from any 
failure of our plighted faith to your 
noble and great mightinedles, as 
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well as to the provinces of Holland 
and Weft Friefland, by the oath 
taken’by us as ftadtholder, govern. 
or, Captain-general, and heredita. 
ry admiral ot your province, when 
we undertook to act in thole capa- 
cities ; we are juttified in fuppoting 
that nothing pofitive hath been laid 
to our charge, and that all the fieps 
taken againit us are merely the ree 
fult of fome members of your af- 
fembly having too readily lent an 
ear to the reports of perfons un- 
worthy of their confidence, and 
whofe fole aim is to abridge our 
lawful prerogatives, and thofe of 
our houfe, granted by your noble 
and great mightinefles, and enjoy- 
ed by the ftadtholders and captain- 
generals our predeceflors, or evento 
bring about a total alteration in the 
lawtul and eftablifhed conftitution of 
thofe countries, entirely abolith the 
ftadtholderflip, or fo contrive it, 
thar the above dignity fhould be- 
come completely ufeleis to our dear 
country, and its good citizens, 
Mean while we referve to ourfelves 
the choice of fuch further meafures 
for our jullification as to us may 
feem beit. 

Here we might conclude, did we 
not think it neceflary to proteft once 
more, that we never have done, or 
even attempted any thing that we 
juttly might look upon as deroga- 
tory to the real concerns of the 
United Provinees in general, or in 
particular to the ftates of Holland 
and Weft Friefland, and that we 
defire nothing better than to be 
put to the teft of giving effectual 
proofs of the true love we bear to 
the country, having nothing more 
at heart than the profperity of the 
United Provinces, and efpecially 
that of the province under the ju- 
rifdiction of your noble and great 
mightinefles, wherein we were born 
and brought up, and that our a 

an 
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wirmeft with is, to become in the 
hends of the Almighty, a fit inftru- 
ment to contribute to the welfare of 
the country. 
Wherefore, &c. 
(Signed) 
Wituiam, Prince of Orange. 





—_ 


-_——— 


The King of Pru fa’s Letter to the 
Sates General of the United Pro- 
winces, delivered on the 18th of 
September, 1785, by the Count de 
Goertz, bis Majefty’s Envoy Ex- 
traord:narys 
WE, Frederic William, by the 

grace of God, king of Prutha, 

marquis of Brandenburgh, &c, &c. 

to their High Mightinefles the 

States of the United Provinces of 

the Low Countrie:, with offers of 

friendihip, and every good thing in 
our power. 

High and mighty lords, particular 

good friends and neighbours. 

As it has pleafed providence to 
call to himfelt our much honoured 
and loved uncle Frederic the Third, 
date king of Pruffia, by which we 
fucceed to the government of the 
e(tares which he left, we have 
thought proper to fend to your 
high mightineffes, in quality of 
envoy extraordinary, our minifter 
of flate and grand-mafter of the 
wardrobe, the comte de Goertz, to 

give your high mightineffes a 

proof of our eileem, and that he 

may by word of mouth communi- 
cate to you how defirous we are to 
continue in that friendfhip and har- 
mony with the republic of the 
Seven United Provinces, which has 
been tranfmitted down to us by our 
ancettors for centuries; and alfo to 
demonttrate the warm part we take 
inthe unhappy diffenfions which 
have to long divided fome of the 
provinces, and particularly thofe 
which have arifen between fome of 
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them and the fladtholder, prince of 
Orange and Naffau, and the very 
extraordinary oppretions which 
that prince is innocently obliged to 
fuffer. We will not detain your 
high migntineffes with any ample 
detail on that fubject, as his high 
nefs the prince ftadtholder has, in 
feveral different letters to the flates 
of Holland and Wett-Friefland, ex- 
plained in a very ample and con- 
vincing manner the hardnefs of 
taking from him his prerogatives ; 
but we would rather reter to the 
letter fent by our predeceffor on the 
i8th of September, 1785, (See Ful. 
VT. page 197-) as well to your 
high mightinefles as to the tlates of 
Liolland and Weit- Frieiland, the 
contents of which well-intentioned 
letter we ferioufly confirm and re 
new, repeating the amicable requett 
contained in it, that the affairs of 
the prince ftadtholder may be di- 
rected by fuch reeiprocally agree- 
able means, that they may be re- 
eltablithed as foon as poflible upon 
their former footing, contormable 
to the conitltitution, and the con- 
vention. By the prefent we requett 
your high mightinefles earnettly 
and amicably to employ your pow- 
erful interceffion, in the mott ife- 
rious manner, with the flates of 
Holland and Wett-Friefland, and 
wherever elfe your high mighti- 
nefles may think proper, to put 
his ferene highne(s the prince fladt- 
holder in a fituation (by means 
which are net difficult to be found 
out) to return with honour and 
propriety to the Hague, to take upon 
him his high employments; and 
that a durable termination be put to 
all the other differences, in a man- 
ner compatible with equity, and 
the honour and true intcrefls of all 
parties, towards which we are wil- 
ling to contribute, with other 
friends and neighbours of the re- 
public, 
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public, by our councils and me- 
Giation, in a manner both. equit- 
able and impartial. We have given 
inttructions to the comte de Goertz 
to lay all this before your high 
mightinefies, and, if circumitances 

uire it, before the flutes of each 
particular province, in a molt ex- 
plicit manner, to aflure on our 

t all that is neceflyry, and, it it 
saptraberss proper, to enter into 
negociations on the fubject. 

We defire your high mght- 
neffes in confequence to place en- 
tire confiience in the comte de 
Goertz in this weighty affair, and 
to negociate and finifh with hin 
whatever may be thought agrecable 
to both parties, according to cir- 
cumftances. We hope and truit 
that no fufpicions can arife in the 
minds of your high mightinefies, 
or thofe of the ftates of any of the 
provinces, on account of our in- 
terefting onrfelves fo feriouily for 
the prince ftadtholder, On the 
one hand, we are fuch near rela- 
tions, that the lot of that prince, 
his confort, our beloved and worthy 
fifter (of whofe fentiments entirely 
devoted to the republic, your 
high mightineffes can have no 
doubt,) and their children and 
pollerity, cannot be indifferent to 
us. On the other hand, becaufe 
we know in the moft certain man- 
ner, and can infure, that the tiadr- 
holder and all his tamily are moft 
affectionately attached to the re- 
public of the United Provinces, and 
that certainly they will never do 
any thing againft the intereft and 
fyitem of the ftates, but, on the 
contrary, will always endeavour to 
preferve them, and contribute to 
their well-being; to which we mutt 
add, that being the neareft neigh- 
bour of the United Provinces, and 
in confequence of the ties which 
have never been broken between 








FrAPE FSF S&S. 


the two parties, we have great jn. 
terett that the government of the 
republic, conformable to the an. 
cient conftitution, fhould not be 
changed in any effential point, but 
always preferved untouched ; and 
that the inreftine divifions and dif. 
terences, which certainly were cauf- 
ed mecly by mifiruft, may be 
fettled as foon ad poflible, by an 
sgeeeh, jyuit; and fincere recon. 
ciliation, and by a durable good 
underitanding between all the par- 
ties concerned, 

We recommend this important 
affair, together with all that we 
have mentioned, to your high 
mightinefles in the matt fincere and 
amicable manner; and as we hope 
not to fail hercin, we reciprocally 
affure your high mightinefies, that 
we have, and always fhall bear, a 
neighbourly friendfhip and afec. 
tion towards the republic in ge- 
neral, and each province in parti- 
cular. 

Of your high mightineffes the 

good trienrd and neighbour, 
(Signed) FREDERICK WILLIAM. 
(Counterfigned) FinkensTEIN 
V. HExrsvenG. 
Berlin, Sept. 2, 1786. 





Amount of the whole Civil and M- 
litary Eftablifhbment of the Ea 
India Company, prefeated to Pare 
liament, in February, 1780. 

Bengal civil ettablifhment is 927,945 

military ditto 1,078,510 








Madras civilettablifhment 104,140 
military 22,605 
Bombay civil 453719 
military 2265495 
Bencoolen civil& military 25,478 





Eaft-India Houfe, os 35231,892 
Feb. 7, 1736. Joun Annis, 
Auditor of India Accounts. 


An 
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dn Account of the Annual Sums 

: charged upoe and payable out of 
the aggregate Fund, exclufive of 
the Sums paid out of tvat Fund for 
Annuitants, and the Charges of Ma- 
nagement, laid before the Houfe of 
Commons, March 3, ! 780. 
For the fupport of his 

Majefty’s houichold, pay- 

able at the Exchequer, 

és 1 and 17 Geo. 

mh ; 886,000 © o 
To his Royal High- 

nefs, William Henry 

Duke of Gloucefter, by 


A& 7 Geo, III. $,c0oo 0 O 
Ditto, by Act 24 
Geo III. 9,009 0 © 


His Royal Highnefs 

Henry Frederick, Duke 

of Cumberlannd, by 

Act 7 Geo. III. 8,000 0 © 
The Reprefentatives 

of Arthur Onflow, efq. 

by Act 2 Geo. II. 3,000 0 O 
The Earl of Chat- 

ham, by Act 18 Geo, 

Ill. 4,000 0 O 
George Lord Rotl- 

ney, by Act 23 Geo. 


II. 2,609 0 © 
Sir George Auguftus 
Elliot, by ditto. 1,500 0 0 


The night hon. Lewis 

lord Sondes, by Act 25 

Geo. III. 7,000 0 © 
The nght hon. lord 

Vifcount Mountituart, 

by ditto 7;©00 0 O 
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Philip Deare, efq. 
by ditto. 

John Wigglefworth, 
efq. by ditto. 

John Lloyd,  efgq. 
by ditto 

Charles Harris, gent. 
by ditto. 

Sir William Muf- 
grave, bart, John Tho- 
mas, efq. and John 
Martin 5m efq. 
commifhoners for au- 
diting the public ac- 
counts of this king- 
dom, by ditto. 

Sir John Dick, bart. 
and William Mollefon, 
efq. auditors of the ar- 
my accounts, ditto, 

For the clerks, fta- 
tionary, and _ other 
charges incurred in the 
oilice of the coimmif- 
fioners for auditing the 
public accounts of this 
kingdom, by ditto. 

‘lo the fheriffs of 
England and Wales, for 
detraying the charges 
of taking forth their 
letters patent, pafling 
their accounts, and ob- 
taining their quietus, 


950,600 0 o 


Exchequer, Joun Hucuson. 


March 3, 1736. 
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300 0 0 
300 0 © 
300 OO 


200 0 © 


3,008 0 O 


1,000 © Oo 


6,000 © o 


4,°00 co 
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The Tenth Report of the big obtained, likewife, from the fecre- 
vers appointed to examine, take, tary at war. a copy of his majetty’s 
and fate, tbe Public Accounts of orders and inftructions to be obferv- 
the Kingdom. See Public Papers, ed ingthe payment of that bounty. 
Vol. V1. p. (214)> | The return to us from the audi- 
THE examination into the man- ditor’s office, in confequence of 
ner of pailing the accounts of the this requilition, was the account of 
payma er-general of his majefty’s the honourable Henry Edward Fox, 
forces, in the office of the auditor receiver and paymaitter of the pen- 
of the impreft, led us, neceflarily, fions to widows, for two years, 
to enquire into the mode in ufe of ending the 24th of December 1779, 
paying the army, and of keeping and paffed the 29th of April 1782, 
the army-accounts !n the pay-othce. with a book of account, and an 
Ceveral obfervations occurred to us eftablifhment for each year, and 
in the progrefs of that inquiry, and with the certi’ cates, affidavits, and 
many regulations, which, in our receipts of the perfons receiving. 
judgment, appeared fit and expe- The book of account conliits of 
dient to be eflablifhed : fome of all the receipts and paymenss of the 
them we have inferted in our laft year: the ettablifhment contains 
report, and fubmitted tothe wifdom the names of, and the fuins payable 
of the legiflature : there are other to the objects of this bounty, with 
fubjects connected with both thefe the king’s warrant prefixed, direét- 
offices, as wel! as other matter of ing the payment, _ 
obfervation and regulation, that ‘The examination of John Powell, 
demand our attention. efq. late deputy paymatier of thefe 
The paymatler-general iffues ino- pentions ; of John Lloyd, efq. late 
ney to two perfons who are public deputy auditor of the impreft, who 
annual accountants—the paymatter paffed this account; and of Mr. 
of the widows pentions, and the John Davies, and Mr. Keen Stables, 
agent for the ourt-penfioners of the clerks employed in the pay- 
Chelfea hofpital—To the former ments, fupplied us with knowledge 
in his official capacity of prymafter- of the manner in which the buti- 
general of the forces, to the latter nefs of this office is conducted, and 
as treafurer of the hofpial: he the accounts are paffed. 
iffues likewife to rezimental agents, The oflice of receiver and pay- 
and 10 various perfons employed in matter of the widows pentions, is 
the army expenditures, fums for held by letters patent for life, to be 
which they became accountable: executed by himfelf or de DULY. 
all the‘e furnifhed matter of in- Upon in{p:<tion of thofe by which 
quiry. the othce is now holden, we find 
We applied ourfelves firft to the ir is granted to Henry Edward Fox 
office ot the paymafter of the wi- for his lite ; and from and after 
dows penfions, and required from the death, furrender, forfe:ture, or 
the auditors of the impreit, the lait other determination of that ettate, 
declared account of the recciver and to John Powell, eq. his executors, 
paymafter of his majeity’s royal adminiftrators, and afign, during 
bounty, to the widows of offic-rs the life of Charles James Fox. 
who were killed or died :n the fer- This office is executed entirely by 
vice, with the materials from which the deputy and clerks; the princt- 
that account was made out. We paj never interfering in any part of 
the 
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the bufinefs. The whole office is 
merely minifterial ; paying certain 
fums to eertain perfons, upon pro- 
duction of proper formal affidavits 
and certificates: it confiils ot four 
perfons, the paymatter, the deputy, 
and two clerks; it is exccuted at 
the war office by the two clerks ; 
one a clerk in the war office, ap- 
pointed by the fecretary at war ; 
the other a clerk in the pay oifice, 
appointed by the deputy paymufter 
of the penfions. 

The fund appropriated for this 
fervice, is compounded of fums ta- 
ken from the pay of the feveral 
regiments and corps upon the elia- 
bliihment, and of the marines, 
The deputy paymatter of the pen- 
fions applies for money out of this 
fund from time to ume, to the pay- 
mafter-general of the forces, and 
to the paymafter of the marines : 
he fupplies, occafionally, the clerk 
he employs to make the payments, 
with fuch portions of it as he thinks 
may be wanted. The payments 
are made every four months; and 
the pay clerk attends for an entire 
week at the beginning of a pay- 
ment, and on every Wednefday af- 
terwards, and pays the widows pur- 
fuant to the ecitablifhment. To 
intitle herfelf to reccive, each wi- 
dow mutt, if fhe receives in per- 
fun, produce an affidavit of her wi- 
dowhood, and that flic has not any 
ether penfion or allowance trom 
government ; if fhe receives by at- 
torney, he muft produce the like 
affidavit, and a certificate of her 
being alive and a widow. 

Hence it appears that the man- 
ner of pafling this account, by the 
auditor of the impreft, is very fim- 
ple. The change in the official 
account confifts of the balance re- 
maining on the laft account, and 
the fums received from the pay- 
maiwr-general of the forces, and 
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from the paymafter of the marines, 
during the period of the acc ‘ 

4 Pp € account ¢ 
thefe fums are verified by the certi- 
ficate of the proper officer in each 
ofhce. The difcharge contains the 
payinengs, for the allowance of 
which, the ettablifhmert, the afi 
davit, the ceriificate, and the ac- 
quitrance of each perion, or her 
afiynee or attorney, are the vou- 
chers. After the account is ex. 
amined, and the balance agreed, the 
official bock of account is figned, 
and the truth of the account attef- 
ed upon oath by the deputy pay- 
matter of the penfions, before the 
deputy auditor of the impreit. All 
the fums being received, and the 
payments made by the deputy, the 
deputy, and not the principal, is the 
perfon who paffes aud {wears to the 
account. That account, which is 
drawn up by the auditor, is neither 
figned nor {worn to by the accoun- 
tant; nor is it declared, or puffed 
through any of the exchequer of- 
fices ; one part of it is delivered to 
the acceuntant ; and is declared, 
by his majefty’s inftru¢ctions, tot«, 
without any other formality, his 
final difcharge and quictus; the 
duplicate remains in the audirou’s 
office. 

The number of widows upon the 
eftablifhment of the year 1775, was 
594, and upon that of the year 1779 
611, The chargetor thefe two years, 
including the balance of 15,84,l. 0s. 
id, remaining on the lait account, 
anounted to 53,9241. 2s. 3d. the 
difchirge to 28,9671. os. 2d. in- 
cluding the fum of 1,727]. os. 14. 
allowed for the expences attend- 
ing the execution of the office, and 
paffing the accounts ; which left in 
the hands of the accountant a ba- 
lance of 24,9571. 3s. 1d. 

The account betore us is of the 
years 1778 and 1779; but the fums 


the accountant charges himiclt with, 
are 
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are therein ftated to have been re- 
ceived from the paymatter-general 
of the torees, not mi the tame years, 
but in the years 1773 and 1774+ 
The reafon 1s this—a regular ac- 
count is kept in the pay-oitice, of 
the iflues under this head of fer- 
vice ; the entry of each iilue ipeci- 
fies out of what year’s produce it is 
made; and during the time of the 
f{uine paymafter- general, the pro- 
duce ot one year is generally 
exhaufted upon the account before 
any part of the produce of the tuc- 
ceeding year is iffued 

In time of war this fund produ- 
ces annually more than is futficient 
for the fervice: in this laft the 
produce has fo far exceeded the ex- 
penditure, that the payments of the 
year 1779 were made put.of the al- 
jlowance to widows for the year 1774. 

As the fums ariling from this al- 
lowance, though not fpecifically 
applied for by the paymuatter-gene- 
ral of the forces, are yet received 
by him from the exchequer, under 
fome head of regimental fervice, 
either before or at the time the 
clearings of the regiments are iffued 
to him, we enquired alter the pro- 
duce of the intermediate years and 
find, that in the year 1780, the 
favings which had arifen from this 
fund tor the five preceding years, a- 
mounting to 113,098l. 7s. 4d. had 
been applied by parliament in aid 
of the extraordinaries incurred, but 
not provided for in the year 1779; 
and, confequently, this fum had 
been until that time, accumulating 
inthe hands of the paymatter-ge- 
neral, and formed a part of his 
balance in that year. 
__As the fums for this fervice are 
iffued om account, and there does 
not appear any check, ¢gither upon 
the application of the deputy pay- 
matter, or upon the iffue of the 
paymatter-general, we obtained from 
the war-ofhce, an account of the 
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grofs produce of the allowance to 
widows every year tor ten years, 
ening the 25th of December, 1781; 
and from the deputy paymatter of 
the widows pentfions, an account of 
his receipts and payments for this 
fervice every year for ten years, 
ending the 25th of December laft, 
with the balanc@ remaining at the 
end of each year, and the balance 
remaining im his hands at the time 
he quitted the office: from hence 
it appears, that the grofs produce 
of this fund, arifing from the pay 
of the land ferces and marines to- 
gether, for the ten years contained 
in the account, was 240,079, 4s. 
td. the receipts by the deputy pay- 
matter of the widows pentiions, du- 
ring the ten years of his account, 
amounted to 149,53cl. tis. 8d. 
and his payments (exclufive of the 
fum of 20,7691. 12s. 6d. hercia 
after mentioned not paid to widows) 
to 137,748l. 19s. 6d. and it is ob- 
fervable, that the balance in the 
hands of the deputy paymafler in- 
creafed gradually from 34,817]. 48. 
gd. in the year 1773, to 65,091, 
2s. 2d. in the year 1779; and 
that from the fmallnefS of his re- 
ceipts in the two iucceeding years, 
and the magnitude of his apparent 
payments in the year 1781, 1¢ fell, 
m that year, to 17,%751. 148. rad. 
As it was obvious fuch a » ta 
in the balance could not arife trom 
a fudden increafe in the pensons te 
widows, we inquired into the caule ; 
and found that out of the fim of 
34,0631. 11s. inferted ia the co- 
lumn of payments, for the year 
1781, 20,76g1. 128. 6d. was paid 
back by the deputy paymatler of 
the widows pentions to the paymaf- 
ter-general of the forces ; which 
furn conftituted a part of the fav- 
ings applied by parliament the 
preceding year in aid of the army 
extraordinaries. 
The more this fubje@ of balance 







(112) PUBLIC 


is fifted the greater appears the ne- 
ceflity for the regulations of fub- 
ftituting annually fpecitic funds 
upon a Sires for thete fervices, in 
the place of the compound funds 
in ule, and of placing this, as well 
as all the other cafh for the army 
fervices, in the cuftody of the Bank, 
and of examining, once a year at 
Ieaft, into every expenditure. The 
refent mode of conducting this 
Ricvlee: has been the means of 
fwelling the balance in the hans 
of the paymafter-general of the 
forces, a of creating another ba- 
lance in the hands of the officer in- 
trufted with the execution. ‘The 
average balance in the hands of 
Mr. Powell (for to no other perfon 
do the iilues of this fervice appear 
to have been made) for thefe latt 
ten years has been 46,8481. 8s. rid. 
and when he quitied the office in 
March laft, oe in his poffeifion 
was 21,3501. 28. of which he paid 
over to Mr. Moore, who was ap- 
inted to officiate as deputy pay- 
mafter in his toom, upon the 2ift 
of March laft, by the direction of 
the fecretary at war, 21,0col. As 
this fum far exceeds the expendi- 
ture of any of the former years, 
we inquired into the probable de- 
mands upon it; and learned trom 
Mr. Moore, that the part of it re- 
maining in his hands on the sit of 
May, was 19,9711 16s. rid. that 
the next four months payment in 
the beginning of June will require 
between 4 and socol. and that the 
arrears are probably inconfider- 
able. 

A return from the war office 
fhews that the numb-r of widows 
upon the eftabhfliment for the pre- 
fent year is 669, and the fum to 
be paid them, 15,9841. and that by 
inftallments eve: y four months. We 
are therefore of opinion, thit the 
deputy paymatier in office has in his 
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hands a larger fum than the fervice 
requires ; that he fhould retain as 
much as is fufficient for the hext 
four months payment, and t4 fy. 
tisty fuch arrears as may be unpaid 
and that the refidue ought, with. 
out delay, to be paid by him into 
the Bank, and placed to the ac. 
count of the paymatfter general of 
the forces, and to be applied to the 
fervices of the army ; and that {o 
long as this fervice fhall be carried 
on in its prefent mode, the pay- 
mifter-eneral of the forces fhall, 
fome fhort .ime before every pay- 
ment, upon the requilition of the 
deputy paymatter of the penfions, 
ftating the fum then in his hands, 
and the fum wanted. for the fuc- 
ceeding payment, jflue to him, by 
his draft “pon the Bank, the fum 
neceflary to complete fuch pay- 
ment. 

‘The emoluments accruing to the 
officers in the office of the pay- 
matter of the widows penfions, are 
thefe : the auditor of the imprett is 
directed, by his majetty’s orders 
and initructions relative to this of- 
fice, to allow the paymafter 12d. 
for every 20s, received and paid by 
him, for his expence, care, and 
trouble in the fervice; nor to be 
deducted out of the pentions, but 
to be allowed him in his diicharge 
out ot the money he receives tor 
the fervice: this fum in the ac- 
count betore us is 1,3621. os. 1d. 
that is, 6811. for each of thele 
vears. 

The deputy paymafter is allow- 
ed by the king’s warrant 10ol. a 
year, for his extraordinary trouble 
and care in paying the widows pen- 
fions, and in ftating and fettling 
the accounts; and he receives, b¥ 
cultom, from the auditor of the 
impreft, one third of the fum in- 
ferted and allowed in the difgharge 
for the tees and difburfemenrs for 
ftating, 
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fating, examining, and paffing the 
necounts : this fum, in the account 
before us, is 1651. of which, one 
third is ¢sl. that is 271. 108. a year, 
which makes the profit to the de- 
puty, 127], 10s. a year. Thefe 
emoluments to the paymafter and 
his deputy, amounting to 8081. ros. 
a year, are a charge upon the 
public. Ry 

The two clérks are paid in a 
different manner. The war-office 
clerk bas a falary of g2l. a year 
from the fecretary at war, befides 
which, he receives a moiety of two 
kinds of cuftomary payments from 
the widows ; each pays two guineas 
when fhe firft receives her perifion ; 
and at the rate of 6s. a year, that 
is, 28. for each four months pay- 
ment afterwards. Thefe two fees 
are equally divided between the 
two clerks, and the moiety of them, 
together with the odd pence, forms 
the whole of the profit accruing 
to the pay-office clerk from this 
employment. 

The office of paymafter of the 
widows penfions appears to us, from 
this defeription, to be an unnc- 
ceflary office. The public derives 
from it no utility whatever; it is 
a perfect finecure ; and the office of 
the deputy is not much more: he 
only ferves as a channel, and that 
not wanted, to convey the money 
for this fervice trom the paymatiers 
of the forces and marines to the 
pay clerk, whofe attendance is three 
entire weeks, and one day in every 
other week in the year. 

The payment of this bounty is 
an army fervice ; it is made out of 
money voted for army fervices, 
and by a clerk in the pay-oflice, If 
the meafure of voting upon eftimate 
a dillinct fund for this fervice 
fhould be adopted, the whole mutt 
be iffued from the exchequer to the 
bank, and placed to the account 

1735. 
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of the paymafter- general of the 
forces. What then forbids that the 
whole of this bufinefs fhould be 
tranfacted at the pay-oflice by “a 
fingle clerk, to be appointed to that 
particular branch ? Thefe penfions 
may all be paid, as many of them 
are now, and as the other army 
payments are required by a€t of 
parliament to be made, by drafts 
upon the bank; and the accounts 
of the payments for this fervict 
may be incorporated and_ pafled 
with the other accounts of the pay- 
maftcr-general of the forces. 

The proper payment for this 
clerk is a falary only. The accept- 
ance of any fee, gratuity, or other 
reward, ought to be ftrictly pro- 
hibited. It is not for the honour 
of government, that his majetty’s 
bounty fhould be curtailed by gra- 
tuities and fees of office: no part is 
to be intercepred ; it fhould pafs to 
the objet as liberally and as entire 
as it flows tram the royal benefi- 
cence. 

Since then thefé penfions may 
be paid without the intervention ot 
fo many officers, and at a much 
lefs expence to the public, that 
principle of public oeconomy, point- 
ed out to us as the rule to direct our 
judgment, a principle this nation 
feels moft fentfibly the neceflity of 
attending to, leads us to be of opi- 
nion, that the office of paymafter 
of the widows penfions is a ufelefs 
aid unneceffary expence to the 
public, and ought, therefore, no 
longer to be fuffered to fubfift ; 
and that all the bufinefs of this of- 
fice flould be transferred to the pay- 
office of the army. 

The other officer, who accounts 
annually tor the money iffued to 
him by the paymafter-general of 
the torces, is the agent for the out- 
penfioners of Chelfea hofpital.— 
William Brummell, efg. who holds 
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this office, and Charles Harris, efq. 

who atts for the deputy-treafurer 
of the hofpital, gave us an ac- 
count in what manner this bufinefs 
is tranfacted. 

The office of agent for the out- 
penfioners of Chclfea hofpital, 
was created by the act of the 
28th of George II. chap. 1. 
for the purpofe of receiving the 
money for this fervice from the 
treafurer of the hofpital (that is, 
from the paymafter-general of the 
forces), and of paying or remitting 
it to the out-penfioners. ‘The fund 
is a fum voted annually by parlia- 
ment upon eftimarte. 

Twice in the year a requifition 
is fent by the fecretary and regitter 
of the hofpital to the treafurer, 
fating the number of out-pention- 
ers, and the fums to be advanced 
them for the fucceeding halt year. 
After the treafurer has received 
money from the exchequer, a war- 
rant iffues from the board of come 
miflioners for the government of 
the hofpital, figned by three or 
more of them, to the treafurcr, re- 

uiring him to iflue to the agent 
fr the out-penfioners, fuch fums 
as fhall be due to them for the fix 
months enfuing. In confequence 
of this warrant, the treafurer iffues 
to his deputy fuch a fum as he 
thinks proper. A litt of the out- 
peniioners is made out every half 
year by the fecretary and regitter, 
and tranfmitted to the agent: he 
copics it, and applies to the deputy- 
treafurer, who iffues to him upon 
account fuch a fum as, in his judg- 
meut, will be fufficient to fatisfy 
the payment of that lift, retaining 
out of it 12d, in the pound, accord- 
ing to the directions of the act of 
parliament. 

There are three forts of out- 
pentoners ; the common men, who 
are paid sd. a day ; the ninc-penny 
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men, who have gd. and the letter 
men who have is. but from aj 
thefe payments the 12d. jp the 
pound is deducted: they are all 
paid half yearly, fix months in ad. 
vance, and are difperfed over Grear 
Britain and Ireland, and a few of 
them live in the iflands of Guern. 
fey and Jerfey ; confequently ir be. 
comes neceflary for this officer to 
employ deputies and agents, in va. 
rious parts, to affiit him in tranf 
acting this bufinefs. His latt fettled 
account, tranfmitted to us by the 
auditor of the impreft, was declared 
before the chancellor of the exche- 
quer upon the 28th of June 1781; 
it is for one year, ending the 24th 
of December :775; and compre- 
hencs the payment of about 15,900 
penfioners. The total charge upon 
him in that year, is 112,440. 6s, 
3d. his total difcharge is 105,4951. 
6s. 2d. The accounts of the three 
fucceeding years are in the office of 
the auditor; and two years more 
will be ready to be delivered in 
about three months. The difficul- 
ty of procuring and adjufting the 
vouchers, retards the accounts from 
being made up in the office to a 
later period. 

This officer is paid by a falary 
of 1000]. a year; which, by the 
payment of taxes, deputies, clerks, 
contingent expences and fees, is 
reduced to 38ol. a year. 

As the fund for this fervice is 3 
fpecitic fum voted every year by 
parliament, which pafles from the 
exchequer through the hands of the 
treafurcr to his deputy, and from 
him to the agent who diftributes it, 
we traced its progrefs through thete 
feveral channels. 

We extracted from the Votes of 
the Houfe of Commons the grants 
for the out-penfioners, from the 
year 1775 tothe year 1782 inclu- 
live; we procured from the pay- 
office 
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office of the army, an account of time to the >4th of December 1780, 


the grofs {ums received by the pay- 
ma(ter-general of the forces, for 
this fervice, from the exchequer: 
we learned from the deputy-trea- 
furer what portions of thole fums 
had been iflued to him by his 

rincipal, and what portions he 
id iflued to od 7 the 
fame period; and from the agent 
we received an account of his grofs 
receipts and payments 7 year, 
from 1775 to 1780: an thar the 
ftate of thefe fums, as they pafled 
to the different otlicers, may appear 
at one view, we have brought them 
together into one account; which 
fhews what portion of each fum 
flop ee ftage of its ee 
greis; and what proportion the 
total of the balances, unapplied in 
the poffeifion of thefe officers at the 
end of each year, bore to the fum 
voted, 

The furplus in the hands of the 
deputy-treafurer arifes, in part, 
from the favings out of the poun- 
dage : this, like the re{t of the fums 
granted for army fervices, is made 
liable to a deduction of 12d. in the 
pound, to be applied in the manner 
which his majefty fhall, by warrant 
under his royal fign manual, direct. 
This deduction is not blended with 
the army poundave: a diftinct ac- 
count is kept of it; and it has been 
applied to the annual payments of 
loool. falary to the agent, and of 
two allowances, 6col. to the depu- 
ty-treafurer, and 3col. to the fe- 
cretary ; together, 1gool. a year. 
No other payments appear to have 
been made out of it ; and therefore 
this fund has far exceeded the 
charges upon it. 

So much of the favings as ac- 
crued to the 2th of December 
1773, Was paid back to the pay- 
mafter-general of the forces: fo 
much of them as accrued from that 


amounting to 22,6451. 2s. 7d. was, 
in OStober lat, purfuant to his 
majetty’s warrant, paid into the ex- , 
chequer, to be applied towards the 
fupply of the year 1782. The ba- 
lance of this deduction, remaining 
in the hands of the deputy-trea- 
furer upon the 24th of December 
laft, was 3021. ss. 2d.4: but as 
the money, applicable to the gene- 
ral fervice ot the hofpital, is not 
paid by government at the time it 
becomes due, the deputy-treafurer 
having received nothing for that 
fervice to a later period than the 
24th of June lait, has been oblige 
to apply part of this balance in 
defraying the current expences of 
the hof{pital. 

The fame reafons upon which 
the abolition of the army pound- 


age is grounded, weigh equally 


againtt keeping up this deduction : 
it is of no utility; ic ferves only to 
generate a balance in the hands of 
an officer, for no other purpofe 
than that of paying it back again 
when required by proper authority. 
Neither the falarics, nor any other 
fervice, to which this poundage is 
now applicable, require the exift- 
ence of any fuch fund; they may 
all be defrayed out of the grofs fum 
voted for the fervice. The fum 
eftimated for the payment of the 
out-penfioncrs, may, as it is want 
ed, be iffued to the agent by the 
draft of the treafurer upon the 
bank ; and the agent will continue 
tu pay them the fame fums they 
receive at this day. 

The iffues to the agent fcem to 
have been more abundant than was 
neceflary. The average balance in 
his hands, for the four firft years 
in his account, was 49991. 14s. in 
the year 1780 it was reduced to 
16571. gs. 2d. As this may be 
prefumed to have been a fum futti- 
(il 2) cient 
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cient for the demands of the fer- 
vice, it is probable the iffue of the 
former years exceeded what the 
fervice required; and it is expe- 
dicnt that future iffues fhould be 
calculated with greater exactne's. 

The regimental agents are a 
élafs of men who receive money 
from the paymafter-general of the 
forces, for which they are account- 
able, not betore the auditor of the 
impreft, but to the fecretary at war. 
‘This money is placed by every 
agent to an account kept for each 
regiment and corps to which he is 
agent, called in the cavalry the 
ftock-purte; and in the infantry, the 
non-etfeétive fund. It confitts of 
the non-effective fubfittence of cach 
regiment and corps iflued to him 
by the paymatter-general, either 
under the head of tubtitience. or 
in the clearings: a part of it is 
called the vacant fubfiflence, which 
is defcribed in his majefty’s war- 
rant for regulating the non-effec- 
tive fund, annexed to our lait re- 
port to arife “where a vacancy 
happens betweens the days where- 
on cach captain ufually receives the 
fubfiftence of his company.” The 
purp fes to which this fund is to be 
applied are directed by that war- 
rant. 

That the publ'c might be in- 
formed of the prefent itate of this 
fund, we required from every agent 
an account of the balances of the 
ftock purfe of the cavalry, and of 
the non-effective fund of the in- 
fantry, belonging to each 
ment, troop, and company, in- 
cluding the guards, invalids, imi- 
fitia, and fencib! ies, é which th cy 
are or have been agents, rem: ining 
in their hands, culiody, or power, 
at the time when the accounts 
were feverally made up. We have 
inferted in the appendix the returns 
Made to this requilition ; in which 
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we have diftinguifhed the agents 
who have money in their hands, 
from thofe who have hone ; sal 
where an agent to different: regi 
ments has balances in his hands 
upon the non-effeAive accounts of 
fome, and has difburfed more than 
he has received upon the non. 
effective accounts of others; we 
have inferted in a fecond column 
the balance,sdue to him on the lar. 
rer account, and in a third columa 
the diflerence of the two balances, 
as fhewing the real fum of public 
money remaining in his hands upon 
the balance of his non - effective 
accounts taken together: but fome 
of them informed us, that the 

had advanced other confiderable 
fums in the payment of contingent 
bills, and of extraordinarics, on 
account of many of the regiments 
and corps; which payments they 
could not Saohude i in thefe returns, 
Decaufe they are not fuch charges 
as are allowed by the king’s war- 
rent to be brought againit the none 
effective funds : yet until thefe 
fuins are repaid to them by g voverns 
ment, they are a diminution of the 
total of the public money actually 
in their hands at the times their 
returns are dated. 

The total fum of non-effective 
money, in the hands of all the 
revimental agent: takencollectively, 
and for which they are accountable, 
appears by the fchedule of their re- 
turns, to be 123,4101. 135. 7.35 
an important fum, of which h the 
public has a right to expect from the 
office entratte d with the power @ 
{pe edy examivation and adjutt- 
in: nt. 

Should the regulation S, fugg reft- 
ed in our lait re; port, of abolt thing 
the warrant ein, aad iifuing th 
fubfiftence according to mutter, be 
adopted, the only fupply for the 
non-eflective fund will be the hme 

can 
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cant fubliftence, and the non-effec- 
tive julstitience that may be catually 
jfued, when a vacancy happens 
berween. the return of the muter 
and the iffye ot the fublittence ; 
but ths will not be futhcent to 
carry on the recruit! ng fervice, 
which requires a fum in advance, 
ready tor uumediate applic: ituon. To 
fupply this ceficic ney, Wwe have 
fugge.ted the creation of a fete 
fund, to be voted annually, and ; 
diftinét accouat to be kept of he 
iflucs. tied : 

An examination every year into 
the iiate ef this recruiting fund in 
the hands of each agent, will be 
the means of keeping it within us 
proper bounds; anda puncts ual pay- 
ment by government, of fervices 
as foon as they are incurred, will 
take away every pretence for hav- 
ing in his hands more money than 
is neceflary for the fervice. 

The public accountants are nu- 
merous; and as the public is 
deeply interetted in preventing the 
accumulation of balances in their 
hands, it would be a ufeful and 
neceflary regulation, that in all 
cafes where money is iflued from 
ume to time upon account to carry 
on a fervice ‘that has continuance, 
the officers intrufted with the di- 
rection of the ifiue fhould be en- 
joined, asa duty upon every iflue, 
to examine into the ftate of the 
movey remaining in the hands of 
the accounsant, and the demands it 
is (ubject to, and to regulate the fum 
to be iffued accordingly ; : by thele 
means the fervice will be fupplied 
wih no more than it wants, and 
that tendency which every balance 
has to increafe, will be checked. 

The remaining clafs are the ar my 
fub- ‘accountants, or thote perfons 
who receive money on account 
trom the pay mafter-general of the 
forces for extraordinary fervices of 
the army. At the end of every 
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year’s account of a paymafter-ge- 
neral is added a lift of the infupers 
of the year; and to huis final ace 
count is annexed a litt of the infu- 
pers during the whole time of his 
being in oilfice, All the perfons 
thus fet infuper remain account 
able to the public for the fums fet 
oppolite their names, until the y are 
cleared by the auditor of the ime 
peit; and, in order to their being 
cle: ied and obtaining their quietus, 
they mutt pafs their accounts in his 
office, except in oue particular in- 
{tance, that is, where the fervice 
has been performed abroad, and the 
account has been allowed by the 
director-veneral of control, and 
liened by acommiff; iry-ge neral, and 
the halance paid by the deputy- 
paymatler-genersl, purfyant to a 
warrant of the commander in chief, 
Upon the production of this war- 

rant by the paymatter-general, with 
the ttared account annexed, ‘fo al« 
lowed and figned as his voucher 
for the payment of that balance, 
the auditor will clear the infuper, 
though the account has not been 
pafied by bimfelf; but in every 
other cafe palling the account in the 
office of the auditor is eflential to 
obtaining the quietus. 

The turther we proceed in our 
invettigation of the army a counts, 
the greater we found the increafe 
of this infuper account. We 
thought it a part of our duty to 
examine into its prefent ftate as far 
as we were able. 

Upon infpecting the fchedules 
annexed to the writ of diflrinyas 
ad computandum, tranfmitted to us 
by the fheriffs of Lendon and Mid- 
diefex, we obferved, among others, 
two hits of army infupers ; the one 
upon the final account of the late 
karl of Chatham, ending the 24th 
of December 1755, and declared 
the 7th of January 1769; the other 
upon the final account of the late 
(H 3) Earl 
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Farl of Darlington and others, 
ending the 24th of Juve 1757, and 
declared the 13th of July 1770. 
We tranfmitted to the auditors of 
the impreft copies of thefe liils, 
requiring from them the names of 
thofe perfons therein mentioned, 
whofe accounts have been cleared 
fince the paffing of thofe final ac- 
counts. 

From the returns to this requi- 
fition it appears, that the total fum 
iffued by Lord Chatham upon ac- 
count, and remaining unaccounted 
for at the time of the declaration of 
his final account, was 1,c91,689l. 
6s. 8d. that fiace that time infupers 
have been cleared to the amount of 
148,054] 43. 5d. which leaves, 
of his iffves, 943,631. 2s. 34. un- 
accounted for at this day. 

The iii} upon the final account 
of the Earl of arlington and 
others, amounted to 286,o941. 18s. 
2d. of which 2331. 6s. td. only 
has been accounted for; fo that 
the fum remaining infuper upon 
that account, is 285,R80:1. 118. 6d. 

We proceeded to the accounts of 
the fublequent paymatfters-general, 
in the order in which they tucceed- 

d to that office. Were juircd from 
the auditors of the imprett, lifts of 
the perfons remaining nfuper upon 
the tina] accounts of Henry Lord 
Holland, Mr Charles Townthend, 
Lord North and Mr Cooke, Mr. 
Coo! eand Mr. Thomas} ownfhend, 
and upon the two accounts ot Mr. 
‘Rigby, ending the 23th of Decem- 
ber 1769, being the only accounts at 
that time celivered by ‘him into the 
pthce of the auditor, We required 
from the pav-office of the army, 
lifts of all perfons to whom money 
bad been iffued on account by the 
paymatiers-general of the forces, 
purfuant either to the kine’s wire 
yants or the warrants of command- 
ers in chief abroad, fince the 24th 
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of December 1769, with the fums 
iffued to each, Thefe lifts, tranf. 
mitted to us from the pay-office, we 
likewife fent to the auditors of the 
impreft, for them to examine and 
certify what perfons there inferted 
had patled their accounts, and for 
what fums. 

The lifts produced to us in con. 
fequence of thefe requifitions, are 
all inferted in the appendix, and 
furnifh us with the foliowing faéts ; 

The payments upon account made 
by Henry Lord Holland, between 
the 2sth of June ><7 and the 
24th of June 1765, and now re. 
maining to be accounted for upon 
his final account not yet decl.red, 
amount fo 12,246,950l. 12s. 1cd ; 
and this lift docs not include the 
infupers upon the unfettled account 
of Robert Paris Taylor, efq. hijs 
late deputy in Germany. 

Upon the final account of Mr. 
Charles Townfhend, ending the 
24th of June 1766, and declared 
the zoth of June 1782, remain in. 
fupers to the amount of 202,098], 
19s. tod, 

Upon the final account of lord 
North and Mr. Cooke, ending the 
24th of December 1767, and de- 
clared the 7th of September 1782, 
189,734]. 78. 6d. 

Upon the final account of Mr. 
Cooke and Mr. Thomas ‘iown- 
fhend, ending the 24th of June 
1-68, and declared the roth of 
April 1782, 34,7501. 0s. gd.; and 
upon the two accounts of Mr. Rug- 
by, ending the 24th of December 
1789» 16,9671. gs. 3d.; and upon 
the lift of payments iffved by him 
and the fucceeding paymafters-ge- 
neral of the forces from the 24th 
December 1769 to the 6th of May 
laft, purfuant to his majefty’s war- 
rants, 17,444,903]. 78. sd. and pur- 
fuant to the warrants of command- 
ers in chief abroad, 7,420,013]. * 
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He has likewife iffued to feveral per- 
fons, fince the 24th of December 
1709, the fum of 5,218,625]. 118. ; 
which fum has been accounted for, 
and is, therefore, not included in 
the above lifts. : 

Among thefe perfons ftill. fubject 
to account, are feveral to whom va- 
rious fums have been iffued at difle- 
rent times: we have felected a tew 
of the moft confiderable ; and col- 
lecting together all the fums iffued 
to each in all thefe lills, we have 
flated the total for which each per- 
fon ftands at this day accountable 
to the public. 

The refult from thef lifts is, that 
under the head of iffues for the ex- 
traordinary fervices of the army 
between the year 1746 and the 6th 
of May laft, 664 perions remain at 
this day accountable to the public, 
for the fum of 35,933,920. 16s. ; 
and of them fix perfons only tor 
the fum of 4,214,4871.: and ac- 
cording to the prefent courfe of the 
exchequer, every one of them muft 
pafs his accounts of the whole fum 
he has received before the auditors 
of the impreil, or he cannot have 
his quietus. 

It is equally expedient for the 
public and forthe perfons concerned, 
that the itate of this infuper ac- 
count fhould be made known. Who- 
ever of thefe accountants are, upon 
the balance of their accounts, in- 
debted to the public, fhould pay 
fuch debts; if the public are in- 
debted to them, they thould be paid ; 
if their accounts are even, they 
ought to be quieted; if, through 
ignorance or delufion, they think 
themfelves fecure,, they ought to be 
warned that prerogative  proceis 
hangs over their perfons and eftates ; 
and the longer they delay pafling 
their accounts, the greater difliculty 
they will tind in avoiding it. 

That perfons, entrusted to fuch 
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ap extent, fhould continue fo long 
without being called to account, 
and, being fo deeply intereited, 
fhould not long ago anxioufly have 
prefled to have their accounts ad- 
jufted, was a difficulty that feemed 
not eafily reconcileable with public 
attention or common prudence: the 
examination of one of thefe account- 
ants might throw fome light upon 
the fubject. 

In the final account of lord North 
and Mr. Cooke, Anthony Bacon, 
efg. is fet infuper 27981. gs. 4d. 
for victualling the forces in the Ifle 
of Man; and for incidental charges 
in the years 1765, 1766, and 1767: 
in Mr. Rigby’s accounts, ending 
the 24th of December 1769, he is 
likewife fet infuper with Lewis 
Chauvet, cigs 11,7451. 78. 3d. for 
negroes employed in the ceded 
iflands. We procured two of the 
warrants for the payment of parts 
of thefe fums; the firft, dated the 
roth of February 1767, for the 
payment of 1104). 68. 10d. ‘* up. 
on account to fatisfy and difcharge 
the like fum due to him ;”’ to this 
warrant were annexed an account 
itating the articles he had fupplied 
to the forces in the Ifle of Man, as 
the ground of his claun, and a re- 
port of the controller of the ar- 
my accounts: the fecond, dated the 
zoth of December 1768, for the 
payment of 10831, ics. 4d. * with- 
out deduction and without account,” 
in full for the balance of his ace 
count of negroes employed in the 
new ceded iilands: to this warrant 
is annexed a ftated account, con- 
taining all his receipts and pay- 
ments for this fervice, and the ba- 
lance ilruck. 

We examined Mr. Bacon relative 
to the circumftance of taste pay- 
ments, The firft was a claim by 
him upon the treafiry, for having 
purfuant to an agreement, fupplic 
(H 4) lor 
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for a certain time, certain articles 
to the troops in the ile of Man: 
the treafury referred this claim to 
the controllers of the army ac- 
edunts ; and ‘upon their report, 
granted ‘him ‘the warrant for the 

yment of the fum that appeared 
to be due to him: the other was a 
fated account, confitting of various 
fpecific fums paid to him trom time 
to time, by warrants, cither upon 
the exchequer or the paymatter-te- 
acral of the forces, tur fervices per- 
formed purfuant to a contract with 
the'trealury, for fupplying negroes 
fix the ufo of the ceded iflands. 
Thefe fums were not imprefts, but 
directed to be made without account. 
Upon produdion of proper certifi- 
cates ot the execytion, this account 
was fettled -by ‘the treafury ; the 
balance ftruck, and paid to him by 
that wafrant. 

As the firft of thefe payments 
was made to himin confequence of 
the report of the controller of the 
army accounts; -and the fecond, as 
the balance of a ftated fettled ac- 
count, Mr. Bacon confidered them 
as accounts completely adjufted: 
he did not conceive himfelf any 
longer refponfible, or fubjeét to 
render any other account for the 
fums he had received in confequence 
of thefe two engagements. 

It is more than probsble that 
many of the perfOns in cthefe lifts 
are in the like fituation. Satisfied 
that their accounts with the public 
are finally fettled, they reft perfeéct- 
ly fecure from being ever called to 
account again; and yet, the names 
of all the perfons in the lifts of 
Lord Chatham and Lord Darling- 
ton, have, twicea year, for feveral 
years, been iffued with the writ of 
diftringas ad computandum to the 
fherifts of London and Middlefex ; 
and, had that procefs becn execut- 
ed, iflues muit have been returned 
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upon them all for neglecting tg 
bring in their accounts. 

Mr. Bacon’s two accounts hay. 
ing been fettled, one by the conro}. 
ler of the army accounts, the other 
by the treafury ; we examined Sip 
John Dick, bart. one of the con- 
troliers of the army accounts, and 
John Martin Leake, efq. one of the 
clerks of the treafury, relative to 
the examinations given to accounts 
of this deicription in their offices. 

All the iffues. for the army ex. 
traordinaries ought regularly to be 
examined by the controller of the 
accounts of the army; but in fome 
cafes, as where the agreement is to 
furnifh articles upon commiffion, or 
where the vouchers of an account 
ftating the performance of a con- 
tract are competent and require no 
reference, they have been examin- 
ed by a clerk of the treafury, and 
payments have been directed to be 
made in confequence of that exa. 
mination, without any other re- 
ference, and without account. 

Every contract with the treafury 
is entered in the controller’s office. 
Where it is an agreement only bya 
minute made at the treafury board, 
either a copy of that minute 1s 
brought to the controller’s ofhce to 
be entered, or the controller has 
recourfe to the original minute when 
neceflary. Every account or claim 
grounded upon the contract or a- 
greement, is generally referred, 
with the vouchers and other nece!- 
fary infiruments, by the lords of 
the treafury, to the controller for 
his examination and opinion: he 
compares the articles in the account 
with the terms of the contract ot 
treafury minute, and with their 
correfpondent vouchers; he ¢xa- 
mines the computations and caftings, 
and requires the certificate of the 
proper officer, of the faithful exe- 


cution of the contraét in every 
part : 
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part ; he corrects the crrors in the 

account ; he ttates his doubts, and 

reports his opinion to the lords of 

the treafury, who form their judg- 

ment upon his report, and direct 
ryments accordingly. 

[flues directed by the treafury 
upon thefe contracts, may be ei- 
ther previous to the execution of 
any part of the contract, or in con- 
fequence of either a part or the 
whole having beea performed: the 
frit is without the intervention of 
the controller or the trealury clerk, 
and muft be upon account: the 
other two are in confequence of 
the reference to one of them, and 
mav be directed to be made, either 
upon, or without account; but 
they are ufually upon account. 
Hence we may col'ect the fituation 
in which the fub-accountants under 
our confideration may at prefent 
fiand. To fome of them the fums 
they are charged with, may have 
been ifflued on account, and no ex- 
amination whatever had of the ex- 

enditure. ‘To others, fums may 
Sais been iffued, either upon, or 
without account, in confequence of 
the reports of the controller of the 
army accounts, or of the examina- 
tions of the clerks of the treafury ; 
and the auditors of the impreft have 
feen reafon, according to the rules 
of their office, to fet them all in- 
fuper, though fome of the war- 
rants may have been filent, or have 
even directed the ifflues to be made 
Without account. ‘Ihere can be 
no doubt that thofe perfons whofe 
accounts have never been examin- 
ed, are bound to pafs them: but 
thofe to whom payments have been 
made in confequence of accounts 
examined and approved by officers 
duly authorized, ftand upon a dif- 
ferent ground. If fuch an ex- 
amination be liable to no fufpicion 
of careleifnefs, partiality, or collu- 
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fion; if it has fuch credit as to 
warrant the actual payment of the 
demand, any tarthercheck feems to 
be unneceflury. ‘Phe auditor fol- 
lows exactly the fteps of the con. 
trolier; he re-computes, re,cafts, 
aud re-examines the fame or fimilar 
vouchers. It is true, he may cor- 
rect the errors of the controller, as 
the latter has corrected his errors ; 
tor the ftatements ,of the auditor 
have been reterred to and corrected 
by the controller; but if the pof- 
fibility of error were a ground for 
re-examination, checks would be 
endlefs. If two perfons compe- 
tent in accounts do their duty; if 
each examines, and they both agree, 
the probability is they are both 
right, for it is highly improbable 
they fhould both err exactly alike; 
and, therefore, if an office for the 
examination of accounts be faith- 
fully executed, there is no necef- 
fity for the interpofition of any 
other office by way of check. 

The pafling thefe accounts in the 
office of the auditor is not only 
ufelefs, but attended with very 
confiderable expence, and the pub- 
lic pays it. ‘The fees paid for pafl- 
ing an account of extraordinaries 
in the office of the auditor, are in 
proportion to the length and period 
of the account, and the trouble it 
gives to the office. Where the ac- 
count comprehends a number of 
years, the auditor is paid from ten 
pounds to twenty-five pounds for 
each vear of the account. All the 
fees for pafling a fhort account 
through all the exchequer offices, 
amount to about gol. and a long 
one to 1201. Eflimating the ex- 
pence of paffing the accounts of 
664 infupers (the number in thefe 
lifts) in the auditor’s office, one 
with another at a medium of 8ol. 
each, it will amount to 53,120l.2 
fum to be paid for bufinefs unne- 
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, and which ought, efpe- 
cially in the prefent ftate of its fi- 
ances, to be faved to the public. 

It will not be difficult to dittin- 
ith which of thefe accounts have 
n examined, and which not. 
The controller kecps entries of all 
his reports in his office. The trea- 
fury can certainly with eafe find 
out what accounts have been fettled 
by their clerks; and by the publi- 
cation of thefe lifts of infupers, 
they who are alive, and the repre- 
fentatives of thofe who are dead, 
will fee the fums for which they 
ftand accountable to the public; 
it nearly concerns them all to exa- 
mine into the ftate of their accounts, 
and to be ready to produce them 
when called upon by proper autho- 
rity. 
We are of opinion, that all thefe 
lifts of fub-accountants fhould forth- 
with undergo a fcrutiny in the trea- 
fury, and in the office of the con- 
troller of the accounts of the army ; 
that fuch of the perfons therein 
named, or the reprefentatives of 
thofe who are dead, whofe accounts 
have been either imperfectly or not 
at all examined, fhould be compel- 
led to produce their accounts in the 
office of the controller of the ac- 
counts of the army, in order for 
their examination ; and that thofe 
perfons whofe accounts fhall appear 
to have been fufficiently examined, 
either by the controller or the clerks 
of the treafury, fhould be relieved 
from the neceifity of paffing their 
accounts in the office of the audit- 
ors of the impreit, and fhould, by 
fpecial warrants to be granted for 
that purpofe, have their infupers 
cleared in the final accounts of the 
paymafters-general of the forces, 
trom whom they received the fums 
with which they fland charged, and 
be enabled to obtain their quietus. 
The next fubjeét to wich we di- 
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refed our attention, was the flate 
of the accounts of the paymatters. 
general of the forces in the office 
of the auditors of the impreit. The 
account we. had been examining 
was the lait declared account of “ 
paymafter-general of the forces, 
and of the year 1767 ; only one 
account more of a fubfequent year, 
which 1s that of Mr. Cooke and Mr, 
Thomas Townfhend, ending the 
24th of June 1. 768,has been declared. 
An arrear of 14 years in the ace 
counts of an ofhice fo important and 
of fo extenfive a public expendi. 
ture, was a fubject that called for 
inquiry. 

Ve required from the auditors 
of the impreit the ftate of the ac. 
counts of the paymafters- general 
of the forces in their offices, dif. 
tinguifhing the times when the fe- 
veral parts of the accounts were 
delivered in, and the progrefs made 
towards completing the fame. 

Inthe return to this requifition 
from the office of Lord Sondes, the 
firft article is the final account of 
Henry Lord Holland, for fix months, 
ending the 24th of June 1765: it 
is ftated to have been delivered to 
the auditor in 1772. The accounts 
of three fucceeding pay matters, for 
the three fucceeding years, have 
been declared; but this account is 
neither declared, nor ready for de- 
claration. It was incumbent upon 
us to enquire into the caufes that 
obtiructed the completion of an ac- 
count of fo remote a period. 

This account had been under our 
confideration in the beginning of 
the year 1781, as far as regarded 
the balance then due from the re- 
prefentatives of Lord Holland tothe 
public: what farther progrefs had 
been made in it fince that time, 
both in the auditor’s office and inthe 
pay office, we learned from Jofeph 
Hughes, efq. one of the deputy- 
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‘sors. Mr. Thomas Gibbes, one 
— clerks in the office of Lord 
Sondes, and Mr. John Colborne, 
an affittane in the <— who 
has been the principal perfon em- 

loyed in making up the accounts 
of Lord Holland. 

This account has been ready for 
declaration, as far as the auditor 
has been enabled to proceed with 
it, ever fince the year 1778; the 
two parts have been engrofled for 
above two years, and it has waited 
uniy for the acting executor of 
Lord Holland to ftrike the balance, 
and atteft the account. Since it 
has been ingroffed, feveral additions 
have from time to time been made 
to the book of account in the pa; - 
ofice: {uch as were made before 
Chriftmas laft have been entered in 
the ingroflments. Some time about 
Chriftmas, the book of account was 
taken from the office of the auditor 
tothe pay-oflice, for the age of 
adding two articles to the charge, 
amounting to 1368]. os. 3d. arifing 
from errors in the accoun: pointed 
out by the auditor. At this time 
the balance (including thefe two 
articles) agreed by the pay-office, 
and by them pencilled into the 
book of account, was 68,0081. 6s. 
6d. V7... Soon after Chriftmas the 
book was returned to the auditor, 
with feveralo: herarticles,amounting 
together to 48,7991. 10s. 11d. added 
tothe end of the charge, and inferted 
next before the two pointed out by 
the auditor; and upon the 12th of 
February, in confequence of a let- 
terirom Lord Sondes to Mr. Powell, 
an addition was made of three 
more articles; amounting to 774l. 
78 3d. which are the laft additions 
tothe charge. An allowance was 
alfo claimed of 28451. 178. 10d. in 
addition to the difcharge. Suppof- 
ing this claim to be well founded, 
the balance due on the 12th of Fe- 
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bruary laft from the reprefentatives 
of Lord Holland, as paymafler-ge- 
neral of the forces, to the public, 
was 1: 4,77! |. 68. 10d. 

The balance of public money in 
the hands, cuftody, or power of 
thereprefentatives of Lord Holland, 
as paymatler-general of the forces, 
upon the 27th of September 1780, 
returned to our precept by John 
Powell, efq. his only acting exe- 
cutor, and attefted by him on oath 
betore us upon the 28th of March 
1781, as being, to the beft of his 
knowledge, the whole b:lance then 
remaining upon the account of the 
faid Lord Holland, was 256,456). 
2s. 4d.; of this balance he paid in- 
to the exchequer in November 
1781, purfuant to the act of the 
21 ft of his prefent majefty, 232,515]. 
48. 8d. which reduced the balance 
in his hands to 23,940l. 178. 8d. 5 
this being deducted from 114,7361. 
6s. 10d. his balance upon the 1 ath 
of February, leaves go,795!. ¢s. 
2d.; of which 39,8531. 18. od. was 
included in the charge before Chrift- 
mas laft, and 50,9421. 78. gd. was 
added to it between Chrifimas and 
the 12th of -ebruary. Such ap- 
peaied the increafe ot the debt due 
to the public from the reprefent- 
atives of Lord Holland, fince the 
27th of September 780. By what 
means this balance could accumu- 
late to fuch a degree fince Mr. 
Powell’s examination before us, and 
and fifteen years after Lord Holland 
had reugn d the office of paymafier- 
gencral, was a difficulty that want- 
ed explanation. 

We required from the auditor of 
the impreft a copy of the additi ns 
made to the charge and difcharge 
of the final account of Henry Lord 
Hollind, as payma'er-general of 
the force-, between the 27th of 
September 1780, and the sth of 
Otiober laft, and alfo a copy — 
ike 
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like additions fince the 5th of Oc- 
tober lait. 

It was not. in the power of the 
auditor to comply with our firft re- 
quifition, por were we able by any 
means, to.dricover cither what the 
particular additions were, or. at what 
times any ef them were entered 
upon the account prier to the sth 
of O&ober laft ; for the entries up- 
on the account are without date, 
and no memorandum or minute of 
the time, or fubject marter of the 
entry is kept in the offices either of 
the auditor or of the paymaitter-ge- 
neral. It has been ufual for the 
pay -office to leave, in ditlerent parts 
of the body of the account blanks 
for fums not afcertained when the 
account 1s firft drawn out, and to 
fill them up afterwards at fuch 
times when they take the boek 
back to the office. 

It was in the power of the au- 
ditur to anfwer our other requi- 
fition ; for all the additions fince 
the sth of October, were entered 
together atthe end of the charge 
in the account. He returned to us 
a ftate of them ; but the entries of 
thefe articles being alfo without the 
material circumflance of dates and 
authorities, we annexed a copy of 
this return toa precept to the pay- 
office, requiring an account of the 
times when, and the warrants and 
authorities by which, the fums con- 
tained in that return were refpec- 
tively paid into the hands, ar placed 
to the account of the paymatier- 

eneral ot the forces, with the 
» of fuch warrants, and by 
.whom granted, They returned to 
us this {tate completed as we defir- 
ed; it confitts of a variety of ar- 
ticles which may be clafled under 
five heads: fums paid to deputies 
of Lord Holland, amounting to 
19,2551. ©s. 11d—two articles of 
profit on rewittances, 95181. 4s. 
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20,0261..198- 5d.—the two articles 
pointed out by the auditor, 1 363) 
gs- 3d.—-and the three articles 
added the 1 2th of February, +>). 
78- 3d. the total of theie additions 
Is 50,9421. *s. 5d. The catesiof 
all of them, except the two dif. 
covered by the auditor, are com- 
prehended between the year I7s8 
and 1765 inclufive ; feveral of the 
funs are directed to be paid to, and 
mot! of the floppuges to be made 
by the depuries, purfuant to war- 
rants of commanders in chief ; for 
the payment of others of them no 
authotity appears. 

All the articles that were charges 
upon Lord Holland, have been 
feveral years ago felected from his 
ledger accounts, and at diffrent 
times all inferted in his book of .ac- 
count; the additions which were 
entered, about Chiiftmas lait, and 
the three entered the 12th of Fe- 
bruary, complete the charge againtt 
him. It refted now with Mr. 
Powell alone to explain to us the 
reafon why near go,oool. the difie. 
rence between his balance in Sep- 
tember 1780, and the pre/ent ba- 
lance of the account in the office of 
the auditor, was not included in 
his retura to our precept upon the 
27th of September 1780; and tor 
this purpoie we required his at- 
tendance. 

Upon our informing him, at his 
defire, of the fubject we intended 
to examine him upon, he begged 
the indulgence of a few days tor 
conlideration, Upon his next at- 
tendance he delivered to us, im 
Writing, a requeft, that his exami 
nation might. be deferred ; alledg- 
ing, that he was informed it was 
under confideration, whether a cr- 
minal profecution fhould not be 
commenced againft him, on ac- 
count of his examinauon upon 
5 oath, 
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oath, taken by us in February and 
March 1781, left queftions fhould 
be put, the aniwers towhich might 
tend to accufe himfelf. Upon pro- 
ducing to us, at his next attend- 
ance, a copy of an extract of a 
minute of the lords commiflioners 
of the treafury, dated the 27th of 
February, and being informed by 
William Chamberlayne, efq. the 
folicitor to the treatury, that a 
criminal profecution was in their 
contemplation, we poltponed the 
examination of Mr. Powell. 

But we did not defift from pur- 
fuing fuch other means of informa- 
tion upon this fubject as were with- 
in our reach. We had recourfe to 
the official books of the paymuatter- 
general of the forces (now declared 
by the legiflature to be the pro- 
perty of the public) in the pay- 
office of the army. We directed 
the attendance of Mr. Powell, Mr, 
Bembridge, and Mr. Colborne, at 
the pay-oflice, that they might not 
be ignorant of our proceedings, and 
might be ready to give us fuch in- 
formation relative to the accounts, 
as we might think proper to re- 
quire: in their prefence we in- 
tected thofe books of Lord Hol- 
land’s accounts, from whence the 
articles added to the charge in his 
final account, and included in the 
return made to us from the pay- 
office, had been extracted. 

From this in{pection, and from 
the examination of Mr. John Col- 
borne, we find, that fuch of thofe 
articles as contitt of payments made 
to deputy -paymatlers, had long 
ago been entered in the proper 
books belonging to each refpective 
deputy, as charges again{t him, 
It is ufual for the deputies abroad 
to return to the pay-oflice in Lon- 
don, as often as they have oppor- 
tunl'y, accgiints of their receipts 
dod pay ime down «as low as to 
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the date of their accounts, with 
the vouchers. The «accounts are 
immediately examined in the office, 
ahd entered in the books of each 
refpective deputy ; and when the 
account of the yeat to which thefe 
receipts and payments belong, is 
made up tor the auditor, thefe are 
ticles are poited to their feparate 
accounts in the ledger. The two 
articles {tated in the return as profit 
on remittances, were made wp, one 
of them about the year r764, un- 
der the direttion of Mr. Nicholls, 
the then accountant of the pay- 
office; the other, about four or 
five years ago, under the direction 
of Mr. Powell. The ftoppages are 
taken from the accounts of the 
deputies, and entered in theit 
refpective books. All the articles 
compoling the fum of 20,0251. 1986 
sd. the amount of the ftoppages, 
were pofted into the ledger, to the 
accounts of the proper deputies, 
previous to the year 177%, when 
the final account was fent to the 
auditor, and one of thefe articles 
in this litt is 68541. 78 6d. con- 
fiiting of itoppages by Mr. Powell, 
as deputy-paymafter at Quebec. 
All the deputies mentioned in this 
return are dead; and all their ac- 
counts have been long fince made 
up, excepr that of Mr. Barrow, 
and that appeurs now to be finifhed. 

We required a ttate of the bal- 
ances of the deputies to Lord Hol- 
land, as they now ftand between 
fuch deputies and the acting execu- 
tor of Lord Flolland. By this re- 
turn, the fum now due from them 
amounts to 41,6261. 198. 4d. but 
for which the a¢étinge executor is 
anfwerable to the public. 

The circumitance in this inquiry 
that matcrially concerns the inter- 
eft of the public, is their claim 
upon the ettate of the late Lord 
Holland ; this claim is much great- 
er 
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ter than it was conceived to be: 
according to Mr. Powell's account 
(whofe duty it was, and who, as 
accountant in the pay-office from 
June 1765 to March 1776, and 
cathier ever fince, and as the onl 

acting executor of Lord Holland, 
muft be prefumed to know with 
precifion) the total debt to the 
public upon the 27th of September 
1780, was 266,456]. 2s. .d. What 
the balance of the account in the 
office of the. auditor might be at 
that time, was totally immaterial ; 
the debt to the public was the fame, 
however inc mplete that account 
was, or whatever entries might be 
wanting to the charge or the dif- 
charge. After the payments into 
the exchequer in the year 1751, 
this debt was reduced to 23,940l. 
17s. Sd. In February lait the ac- 
count in the auditor’s office (lates 
an increafe, in confequence of an 
agreed and pencilled balance, and 
of additions (except in two fmall 
articles) voluntarily made to the 
charge in the pay office, to 1 14,7361. 
6s. rod. In March lait Mr. Powell 
paid into the exchequer in part of 
his balance 20,0001. which reduced 
it t> 94,7361 ‘8. tod. a fum to 
which the public has at this time 
confefiedly an undoubted right : 
but this fum too may be varied by 
two articles not yet decided, the 
one in the charge, the other in the 
difcharge. 

In the charge upon the final ac- 
count of Lord Holland, there is 
an article of 29, 5 1. 1's. 6d. 
profit on exchange made by Peter 
Taylor, efq. his deputy in Ger- 
many. In order to check this ar- 
ticle, the auditor has frequently 
required from the pay-office the 
materials from whence this fum was 
computed and made out. He was 
furnithed about Chrithmas lait with 


a book dated the rath of May 


(126) 





PAPER §&. 


1764, under the fignature 
Taylor, inticuled,» se Pvt 
profit and lois to the public on al} 
payments made by Peter Taylor 
deputy -paymitter in Germany,” 
Theauditor has examined this book 
and difcovered in it variety of er. 
rors to the amount of 5771. 13s, 
tod. in favour of the public: he 
fent his obfervations upon thefe er. 
rors to Mr. Powell the 23d of 
February; in coniequence of which, 
fome of the articles objected to, 
have been examined on the part of 
Lord Holland, and found to apree 
with the computations of the audi. 
ditor: the refit are as yet un-exa. 
mined. In the difcharge, the ar. 
ticle of 25451. 17s. tod. is under 
the coniileration of the lords of 
the treaiury: they have not de. 
cided, whether they fhall admit 
or reject the claim of Mr. Powell 
to be ailowed this fum among his 
payments. Should this article be 
difallowed, and the errors in the 
profit and lofs account be found to 
be real, the fum due to the public 
will be 106,159l. 18s. 6d. 

Hence appears the prefent ftate 
of the debt due to the public from 
the reprefentatives of Henry Lord 
Holland as paymafter- general of 
the forces. The public have, at all 
events, an undoubted right to the 
fum of 94,7361. cs. icd. and, there- 
fore, in obedience to the act that 
regulates our conduct, we report 
it as Our Opinion, that the repre- 
fentatives of Lord Holland ought, 
without delay, to pay into the re- 
ceipt of his majefty’s exchequer, 
upon the terms mentioned in the 
act of the 21ft of his prefent ma- 
jefty, chapter 48th, the fum of 
94, 361. 6s. 10d. to be applied to 
the fervice of the public; and, as 
it is highly expedient, as well for 
the quiet of the perfons interefted 
as for the slag the — 

that 
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that an account fo long depending, 
and of fo remote a period, fhould 
be brought to a conclufion, we are 
of opinion the doubrful articles 
fhould forthwith be examined and 
decided upon, and the balance ftrmek 
between the public and the accoun- 
tant, and this account be prefented 
for declaration. 

In the {lates of the accounts of 
the paymatters- generalof the forces, 
in the office of the auditors of the 
impreft, che accounts ftanding next 
after the final account of Lord 
Holland, are thofe of the right ho- 
nourable Richard Rigby. It ap- 
pears frem thefe ftates, that two of 
his accounts, the one for halt a 
year ending the 24th of December 
1768, the other for the next year 
ending the 24th of December 1769, 
are balanced and attefted. An ob- 
jection made by the auditors, rela- 
tive to omifiions in the civil lit 
deduétion, retards their declaration. 
Since the 16th of November 1780, 
four more accounts of the four fuc- 
ceeding years have been delivered 
into the auditors office: they are 
under examination, and in different 
ftaves towards their completion. 
The auditor does not appear to 
have received any account from the 
pay-otlice of a year fubfequent to 
that of 1773. He procceds upon 
the pay-office accounts as foon as 
they are fent to him. When ob- 
jections arife trom miftakes, omif- 
lions, articles that require expla- 
nation, or want of vouchers, thofle 
objections are trantinitted to the 
pay-office to be corre<ted, explains 
ed, or fupplicd, Anfwers are re- 
turned, fometimes fhortiy after the 
obfervations are fent, fometimes not 
unul long after; and the auditor 
is retarded in completing the ac- 
counts for want of a regular atten- 
ton to his applications. The firit 
ttep muft certainly be taken by the 
. 
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pay-office, that is, the delivery of 
the account to the auditor, with the 
vouchers. By the dates of the de- 
livery, as they ure flated by him, 
they have not been fent to him 
until long after the year of the 
account has been clapfed. The ae» 
counts of the years 1768 and 1769 
were not delivered until ten years 
after. We do not, therefore, find 
that the imputation of delay lies 
in the office of the auditor, The 
pay-oflice feems lately to have been 
more attentive to this duty ; we fee 
by their lift of accounts delivered 
into the office of the auditor, that 
five accounts, down to the year 
1769, were delivered in the year 
17793; two, for the years 1770 and 
1771, in the year 1780; and two, 
for the years 1772 and 1773, in the 
year 1752. 

Confidering the account, as drawn 
up in the pay-office for the purpofe 
of being examined and checked in 
another office, there feem to be, in 
the flate in which it is tranfimicted 
to the auditor, fome defects that 
require correction. The entries of 
many of the articles are without 
dates and authorities: thefe are 
the diftinguifhing marks of fimilar 
articles, and the omiffion of them 
tends to confound the auditor, and 
may be the means of fraud or cone 
cealment. Every article both of 
receipt and payment, fhould be 
entered, with its date and the aue 
thority which directs it, in the ace 
count of the year in which the fum 
is actually received and paid. It is 
not the account of the year it pur- 
ports to be, unlefs it comprehends 
all the known receipts and pay- 
ments of that year, Can any good 
reifon be atligned, why fums, re- 
ceived by the deputies and entered 
in the books of thofe deputies in 
the pay-office, in the year 1758, 
fhould be Icft out of their proper 
place, 
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ace, the account of the year 
1758, _— was not delivered to 
the audiror antil 1768) and conti- 
nue to be omitted in every fucceed- 
ing account, until the latt of that 
paymatter-general, the account of 
the year 1765, and not even there 
inferted until the year 1782? 
twenty-four years after they were 
entered as charges upon that pay- 
matier-general in the books of the 
office. 

The account is fent to the audi- 
tor, with blanks for fums in the 
body of it: after he has examined 
it as far he is able, it is taken back 
again to the pay-office, the blanks 
filled up, and corrections and ad- 
ditions made to it at their pleafure, 
without the knowledge of the au- 
ditor ; and this, frequently, in the 
progrefs of the examination. ‘This 
practice is inconvenient and dan- 
gerous: it increafes the trouble of 
the officer ; it confounds the articles 
he has examined with thofe he has 
not; alterations may be made in 
the former to the prejudice of the 
public, and pafs unebferved by the 
auditor, We are of opinion that 
the account, when once delivered 
to the auditor, oucht to remain in 
his office until it is completed, and 
all additions and corrections atter 
the delivery, be made at his oflice, 
and with his privity. 

There aie fome articles in the 
voluntary charge, of whofe accu- 
racy the auditor cannot judge for 
want of fufficient materials: thefe 
are profit on exchange and remit- 
tances, fome of the payments to 
the deputies, and fome of the 
ftoppages. The vouchers produced 
to the auditor for thefe charges, are 
accounts made up and figned by 
the accountant of the pay-oftice. A 
voluntary charge is an admiffion of 
the receipt of a fum on account, as 
far as it goes; but it may be erro- 
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neous or defeétive, or fums recejy: 
ed may be fuppreffed ; and the ac. 
count of an officer in the fame of. 
fice can be no check by which fuck 
errors may be difcovered. The 
a@itor fhould be furnithed with the 
‘fame matevials from which the ac. 
countant collects the charge. Had 
not Peter Taylor’s own account 
of profit and lofs by exchange, 
been at laft produced to the audi. 
tor, the error of 8,5771. 13s. 10d, 
had never been brought in quef- 
tion, and the right of the public 
might have been fo far violated. 
In the account of the additions 
to the charge in Lord Holland’s {. 
nal account returned to us from the 
pay-oflice, is the fum of 4oool. re- 
ceived of Major Gates by Mr, 
Mortier, a deputy-paymatter : the 
fum had been iffued to him by war- 
rant from General Monckton, and 
confequently Major Gates mutt be 
fet intuper for that fum in the ae- 
count of Lord Holland. Major 
Gates paid it back to Mr. Mortier, 
who gave him a receipt for it: un- 
leis Major Gates pafles his account 
of this fum in the office of the au- 
ditor (an event not very probable) 
this receipt which is the only evi- 
dence to charge Mr. Mortier, can 
never appear againft him ; and con- 
fequentiy this fum might have flept 
in the hands of the deputy, or up- 
on his charging himfelf with it, in 
the hands of the paymafter-general, 
without being difcovered by the au- 
ditor, We are therefore, ot opt- 
nion, that no money fhould be 
paid into the hands of the paymaf- 
ter-general, or his deputy, uulefs 
by warrant; and that a copy of 
extract of fuch warrant, if it pro- 
ceeds from a commander in chiet, 
fhould be tranfmitted to the trea- 
fury, as the evidence of the charge 
upen the paymatter-general of the 


torces. 
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The bufinels of the auditor of 
the impret, to be collected from 
his commiifion, is to audit the ac- 
counts of molt of the receivers, 
and of all the officers and _perfons 
entrutted with the expenditure of 
the public revenue. Poflibly this 
ofice might formerly hive been 
able to accomplith this duty ; but 
fuch has been the increafe of the 
revenue within thefe few years, that 
the accounts are grown to a num- 
ber, magnitude, and extent, greatly 
beyond what could have been fore- 
feen. Theaccounts,which atthis day 
remain for the audit of the exche- 
quer, are 74,000,000, the ilues 
of twenty-one years, for the na- 
vy fervice; 58,000,000, the ii- 
fues of eighteen years, for the 
army fervice ; near 39,200,000 if- 
fued to fub-accountants ; togethtr, 
171,000,000 ; the receipts and if- 
fues of all the provifions for the 
fupport of the land forces in Ame- 
ricaaand the Wet Indies, during 
the late war: all thefe accounts 
nuft be pafled. The public havea 
right and good caufe to demand it. 
It, according to the prefent con- 
ftitution of the exchequer, they 
can be patled no where but in the 
ofhce of the auditor, that contlitu- 
tion fhould be altered. Such of the 
accounts as may appear the mott 
proper to be removed, fhould be 
transterred from his office to fuch 
other offices as may, from their pe- 
culiar circuinftances, and the re- 
lation they bear to the fubject mat- 
ter of the accounts, be prefumed 
to be the beit qualified for the ex- 
amination of them. 

Wherever an office is inftituted 
for the purpofe of examining and 
controlling accounts previous to 
their examination by the auditor, 
and that otlice is fo formed as to 
anfwer the ufe intended, and the 
officers do their duty, it feems to 
up to —— any fubfequent ex- 

1750. 
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amination fuperfluous, and an un- 
neceffiry expence to the public. 
Upon this principle we fuggefted 
the exemption of the accounts ef 
the treafurer of the navy from the 
The 
fame principle leads us to relieve 
him from the accounts of the army. 
Parts of thele accounts, and thofle 
very confiderable,—the execution 
of the contracts, and the expendi- 
ture of the extraord:narics,—ac- 
cording to the prefent ufage, pafs 
the ofhce of the controller of the 
army accounts previous to their 
examination by the auditor. As 
far as appears to us, the examin- 
ations by the controller are fuffi- 
cient, and confequently tholfe of the 
auditor mav be dilpenied with. If 
the office of the controller is fo 
confticuted, that thefe fpecies of 
accounts may fafely reft upon his 
examination (and the treafury rely 
fo much upon it, that they direct pay 
ments upon his reports without 
waiting for the confirmation of the 
auditor) he mutt be equally quali- 
fied to pafs the ret of the accounts 
of the army: the latter are not 
more difficult than the former; nor 
does it require greater talents to 
examine the one than the other. 

Though the bufinefd of the con- 
troller is at prefent confined to thete 
particular branches, yet he feems to 
have been originally intended for a 
more extenfive employment. By 
his commitlion, in the 2d year of 

ueen Anne, he is created con- 
troller of all accounts relating to 
the forces ; and, by the lait inftruc 
tions for the conduct of the office, 
dated the 28th of April 1704, he 
is to keep an account of all monics 
iffued to the paymatter-general of 
the forces, and to take care he is 
charged therewith. 

The time feems to be come when 
the fiate of the bufinefs in the ef 
fice of the auditor renderg it necef- 
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fary to carry into execution the in- 
tention of queen Anne in the inin- 
tution of this effice, and to extend 
its duty to all the accounts of the 
army. ‘The two offices of control- 
ler and paymatter-general are fo 
unconnected ard independent of 
each oher, that the firit may be 
with fatety placed as a check upon 
the other. One entire fpecies of 
public expenditure will be the em- 

loyment of one office; which, 
though but one fpecies of expendi- 
ture, Is yet, from the number and 
variety of its branches, and from 
the long arrears fuftered to be in- 
curred, tully fufficient to engage 
the continual labour of any one ot- 
fice tor a time not eafily to be de- 
fined. Should the treafury be dif- 
fatistied with the report of the con- 
troller upon any particular account 
or article, or require farther inform- 
ation, it will continue to be, as it 
is now, In their power to refer it to 
the auditor for his examination and 
opinion. 

For thefe reafons we are of opi- 
nion, that the auditing the accounts 
of the paymatter+general of the 
forces fhould be transferred from 
the office of the auditors of the im- 
prett to that of the controller of the 
accounts of the army; that the 
pay-office of the army fhou!d com. 
plete fuch sccounts of the paymat- 
ter-eencial ot the forces, as have 
heen already delivered into the of- 
fee o' theauditor,andthat the audior 
fhould proceed without delay to fi- 
nih and pats fuch accounts ; and 
that all army aceoun:s, fubtequent 
to thofe already delivered in'o the 
ottice of the auditors, and all fu- 
cure accounts of paymaitiers. gene- 
ralot the forers fhould be fent to 
the othce of the controjler of the 
accounts gt the army, and be ex. 
amined and audited by him. and in- 
rolled in the othce of the king’s re- 
membrancer ia the excheque.. 

1 
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We rehuired from the auditor of 
the impretl, a lift of the fees og 
pafling the account of the year 
1707 (the year that had been under 
our exa: ination) wth the rare at 
which fuch fees were taken, We 
te hye likewife, from the con. 
troller of the accounts of the ar. 
my, an account of the falaries, 
fees, and giatuities, received by 
the officers and clerks in his office, 
From the ftate of the fees returned 
to us by the auditor, ir appears that 
he is paid at the rate of ten fhillings 
a-year for every troop and compa. 
nv, and a fee of tsol. a year, for 
the aceounr of the paymatter-ge. 
neral, and of >. 1. a year for the 
account of the treafurer of Chelfea 
holpital. The deputy had 109 
guine.s, and the clerks g4l. 12s. 
The amount of all the fees, for 
thefe two accounts of the year 
1757, payable to the auditor, was 
7061. gs. 10d ; and of thofe pay- 
able f r paffing them through the 
exchequer offices, 1351. 9. 

In the office of the controller of 
the accounts of the army, the two 
controllers have each a falary of 
7491. gs. id. reduced, by the ar- 
my deductions and the land-tax, to 
net gs8l. as. td. a year. They 
hive no other emolument, except 
fuch faving as may be made out of 
their contingent allowance. The 
fecretarv and clerks received until 
very lately, falaries, fees, and gra- 
tuities, which in the year 1781 
amounted to the net {um of 31931. 
gs. ad. but this mode of payment 
has been chang:d to an allowance 
ofone eighth per ceat. upon thefum 
contained in the account, in lieu of 
fees and gratuitics: this is allowed 
the contractor in his account, and 
is confequenutly a char,e upon the 
yubhe. 

should the auditing the accounts 
of the paymatter-general of the 
‘orces be transferred to this ae 
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+ will be a faving to the public of 
fome part, though not the whole 
of the expeace now incurred in the 
office of the auditor; for fo great 
an increafe of the bulinefs in the 
obce of the controller will, proba- 
bly, require fome addition to the 
eliablifhment in that office. 

e compenfation to the con- 
trollers themfelves for the execu- 
tion of this office is a certain fixed 
falary only. Why the fecretary and 
clerks are not paid in the like man- 
ner docs not appear. The one 
eighth per cent. allowed them on 
the {um contained in the account, 
does not feem to be grounded on 
any rule of proportion between the 
labour and the reward; for this 
poundage, may, from the magni- 
tude of the contract, amount toa 
very confiderable fum, without a 
proportionable incneafe in the 
trouble arifing from the examina- 
tion of the account, and therefore, 
we fee no reafon why the rule of 
fubflituting one certain falary, in 
lieu of all fees, gratuities, and 
emoluments whatever, adopted in 
the cafe of the principals, fhould 
not be extended to all the fubordi- 
nates in this office. 

Office of Accounts, Surrey- 
Street, iff of Fuly, 1,83 
T. ANGUIsH, ( 
A. Piccorr, ( 
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The Eleventh Report of the Commi/= 
Sioners appointed to examine, take, 
and fate the Public Accounts of the 
Kin igdom. 

IN Our enquiries iote the man- 
her of pailing the pub!ic accounts 
in the office of the auditors of the 
mpreit, we find, upon the certifi- 
Sate Of accounts depending in that 
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office, the chief cafhier of the 
bank of England among the public 
accountants. 

In the atts of parliament for 
raifing the fupplies by public loans, 
the calhiers of the governor and 
company of the bank of England 
are appointed the receivers of the 
contributions to thofe loans. They 
are ordered to pay the fums fo ree 
ceived into the exchequer, and to 
account duly for the fame in that 
office; thefe contributions are re- 
ceived at the bank in the name of 
the chicf cafhier. 

The fhares or inrerefts of the 
contributors, or their alfiences, in 
the capital ftocks of annuities create 
éd by thefe ats, are miade transe 
ferable at the bank of England ; 
and the money appropriated to an- 
fwer the annuities, and other pay- 
ments therein directed, is ordered 
to be iffued at the reccipt of the ex- 
chequer, to the chief cafhier, by 
way of impreft, and upon account ; 
and he is enjoined to pay the annu- 
ities, and rénder his account there- 
of, according to the due courfe of 
the exchequer. 

Hence the chief cafhier has, eves 
ry year, on the parr of the bank, 
an account to pals of the receipts 
and payments of the feveral {pecics 
ot annuities payable at the bank cf 
England ; and, for fome years laft 
paft, he has had alfu another annual 
account to pafg, of the contiibu- 
tions to the loans to government, 
\received at the bank. 

We iequired from the auditors 
of the impreft the lid declared ac- 
counts of Abraham Newland, efq. 
chief cafliier of the bank of Eng- 
land, of money received and paid 
on the feverai {pecies of bank an- 
nuities, and of contributions to an- 
nuities aid a lottery, with the me 
terials from which thefe accounts 
were feverally mae out. 
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Two accounts were returned to 
us purfuant to this requifition ; the 
one an account of the fums receiv- 
edand paid on the annuities pay- 
able at the bank of England, for 
two years, ending the sth of July 
177g; and the other on account of 
the contributions to the annuities 
and lottery for the year ; -81.: both 
thefe accounts were declared upon 
the :gth of June 1782. 

From the infpection of the ac- 
counts themfelves, and of the litts, 
and other materials, returned with 
them; and from the examinations 
“of John Lloyd and Jobn Bray, 
éfqrs. late deputy auditors of the 
impreft; of Charles Harris, ef. 
one of the prefent deputy-audirors ; 
Mr. John Walker, and Mr. Ber- 
nard Cobbe, two of the clerks in 
that office; and Abraham New- 
lund, efq. chief cafhier of the bank 
of England; we are made a¢quaint- 
ed with the forms and fubject mat- 
ter of thefe two kinds .of public 
accounts, and with the manner in 
which they are examined and au- 
dited in the office of the auditors of 
the imprett. 
~ In the firft of thefe accounts, 
that of the fums received and paid 
on the annuities, the charge con- 
fits of the arrears remaining on the 
yeceding account, and the fums 
imprefted from the exchequer: the 
difcharge contains the fums paid for 
dividends on each fpecies of annu- 
ities payable at the bank of Eng- 
land, during the two years of the 
account ; and to the total fum paid 
on each fpecies is added the audit- 
or’s fee, for examining, auditing, 
and ingroffing the account of that 
annuity : it contains alfo—the fums 
paid for principal and intereft of 
annuities paid off — the fums paid 
for prizes in the lotteries in the 
time of the account—the fums al- 
lowed the bank, for charges of ma- 
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nagement—the fees and charees 
paid by them to the treafury, and 
other offices—and the balance. 

The materials from whence the 
articles in this account were collec. 
ted, are—the impreft certificates— 
—litts of the dividend warrants jn 
each fpecies of annuities ; each of 
thefe dividend liits contains the 
number of the warant, the name 
of every proprietor, his fhare in the 
capital flock, and the proportion. 
al half year’s annuity attending it 
— lifts of thofe warrants, in each 
fpeeies of annuities inferted in the 
above mentioned lifts, bur which 
remain unpaid at the time to which 
the account 1s brought down: thefé 
unpaid lifts c@htain only the num 
ber of each warrant, and the fhare 
of the annuity—a lilt of tho’ ar- 
rears ot former dividends, in each 
fpecies of annuities which have 
been paid during the period of the 
account: in this lift of arrears are 
inferted, the number of the divi- 
dend, the number of the warrant, 
and the fhare of the annuity—a lit 
of the fums paid for principal and 
intereft of fuch funds as have been 
paid off—a lift of the certificates of 
prizes in lotteries, paid within the 
time of the account: each certifi- 
cate is defcribed in this lift by the 
number and the fum contained in 
it. Theie feveral lifts with the di- 
vidend warrants and _ certificates 
themfelves, and with abitracts of 
the lifts, are fent from the bank to 
the office of the auditer of the im 
preft every vear, as early after the 
expiration of the year of the ac- 
count, as they can conveniently be 
made up at the bank. 

Each year’s account comprehends 
the payments upon two clafles of 
dividends, the one payable at Lady- 
day and Michaelinas, the other at 
Midfummer and Chrifimas; and 


accordingly the accounts of thele 
payments 
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ayments terminate, the one clafs 
at Michae! mas, the other at Chritt- 
mas! 
though thefe accounts are deli- 
veredannu lly to he iuditor, yet itis 
uiual forthe chief cafhier to pafs an 
account only once in (Wo years ; at 
which time he paties the accounts 
of two years together. 

It ey and has long been, the 
cuflom in the auditor ’s office, to 
make up the accounts of the bank 
and of the South Sea annuities, In 
both offices jointly. They divide 
the account as equally as they can: 
each office takes a part, examines 
the articles in that part, reduces it 
into the official torm, and ingroffes 
t: the two parts are then joined 
together, and form one account ; 
that on paper is ingrofled in one 
office, and that one parchment in 
the other. 

The auditor proceeds upon the 
materials he receives from the bank, 
in the following manner :— 

The dividend litt of every fpe- 
cies of annuites, contains an entry 
of every warrant for the payment 
of a fhare in that annuity, and con- 
fequently includes the entries of 
the warrants unpaid, as well as of 
thofe that are paid ; and the amount 
of the fhares of the annuity in the 
lift is the amount of the halt year’s 
payment upon the total of the ca- 
pital ftock in that dividend. 

The auditor examines every war- 
rant; fees that it is correct; com- 
pares it with the corre {pondent en- 
try in the dividend lift; and marks 
that entry: he then compares the 
entries in the unpaid lig, with the 
entries not marked in the dividend 
litt; cafts up both lifts; and, de- 
duéting from the amount of the di- 
vidend lift the amount of the un- 
paid litt, and the amount of the 
fractions, which, from their mi- 
nutenefs, the bank have not paid, 
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the refidue is the fum allowed the 
chief cafhier, as the amount of his 
payments upon that dividend lift. 

The entries of the warrants, in 
the litt of arrears, are compared 
with the warrants themifelves; and 

the {um appearing to be paid for 
arrears, in each {pecies of annu- 
ities, ce added to the fum paid in 
the dividend litt of that annuity, 
and forms the total fum allowed the 
chief cafhier tor dividends paid by 
him in that fpecies of annuities, 
during the period of the account. 

The entries in the lit of pay 
ments of principal and interett of 
annuities paid off, are examined by 
the warrants for thofe payments ; 
and the entries of the payments in 
the litt of prizes in the lotteries, 
are compired with the certificates, 
and the totals of all thefe lifts are 
compared with the entries in the 
abitracts. 

The charge is feldom drawn up, 
unul the account is near a comple- 
tion, 

All the fums received by the 
chief caflner are iffues from the ex- 
chequer; and therefore to be veri- 
lied by imprett ceryificates only : 
tor this purpofe he procures, from 
the receipt of the exchequer, an 
impreit certificate for every iffue in 
the time of the account. 

Fach imprett (except the laft) is, 
in gencral, compoun ded of a com- 
plete halt year’s annuity upon one 
fpecies of capital ftock, and the 
charges of management all, owed the 
bank upon that c apital; the laitar- 

icle 1s a fum to reimburfe the bank 
the fees and charges advanced by 
them, and allowed in the preceding 
account. From thefe impreft rolls 
the auditor draws up the charge. 

The lifts and entries having been 
thus examined, and found to be 
correct, and the auditor having fo 
far formed his account, the chief 

(1 3) cathier 
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cafhicr, foon after he has paid all 
the fees for this account tothe trea- 
fury, the exchequer, and audigor’s 
offices, tianfmits to the auditor an 
aecount current, cont.ining the to- 
tals of all the articles of the charge 
and difcharge in the two year’s 
account. If both accounts are 
right, the fums in the account cur- 
rent will agree with thofe in the 
official account, except in the pay- 
ments on the dividends, in which 
there is this d flerence :—the audi- 
tor, in his account adds t» the to- 
tal fum paid for the dividends in 
each fpecies of annuities, his ows 
fee for auditing the account of that 
annuity ; but, in the account cur- 
rent, the total fum paid for the di- 
vidend is flated fimply by itfelf, and 
all the auditors fees for the whole 
account, including his fees for ex- 
amining the contribution accounts 
of the fame years, are collected to- 
gether, and the amount of them 
forms one article in the difcharge : 
all the fees paid by the chief cufhier, 
at the other offices, form another 
article in both accounts. 

The auditors are paid their fees, 
and allow fuch paymen’s to the 
chief cafhicr in the tollowing man- 
peri— 

Soon after they have finifhed 
their examination of each year’s 
account, it has been cutiomary for 
them to apply to the bank for the 
fees that become due to them in 
confequence of that examination. 
The chief cafhier calculates tlhe 
fees according to the ufual rate, 
and advences them to the auditors 
in equal fhares: he then prefents a 
memorial to the treafury, tating 
that he has paid feveral fums, toa 
certain amount, for fies of v rious 
hinds, at the treafurv and exche- 
quer, and to the auditers of the 
impreft, in rel.tion to his accounts ; 
he annexes a lit of the particular 
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fums, and prays to be reimburfed, 
The lords of the treafury refer this 
memorial to the auditors of the im. 
preit, to examine, and report Upon 
it. The auditor examines the re- 
ceipts neceflary to be produced to 
him, as vouchers for the payments ; 
he reports that the fees paid at the 
treafury and exchequer are the ufu- 
al payments ; and that the fees paid 
to the auditors of the impreit are 
computed at the fame rate as have 
from time to time been allowed by 
treafury warrants. 

Upon this report, the lords of 
the treafury direct the fum prayed 
to be iffiied to the chief cafhier, by 
way of impreft, and upon account 
to reimburfe the fees thus paid by 
him. As the cafhier paffes his ac- 
count only once in two years, but 
every year pays fees, and applics 
to the treafury for a reimburfement, 
it follows that the two articles in 
the account current, the one com- 
prehending the total of the fees paid 
to the auditor, the other the total 
of the fees and charges paid at the 
treafury, and other offices, are 
compounded of the fums flated un- 
der each of thefe heads in the two 
memorials: and, as thefe fums are 
iffued to the chief cafliier upon ac- 
count, they together form one ar- 
ticle in the charge upon him in his 
next fucceeding account, as a fum 
to be accounted for by him. 

The only remaining article in the 
djfcharge is the allowance, cither 
detained by the bank out of the 
eontrihutions, or claimed by them 
for the charges of management. 
This article, being grounded upon 
the fevera} acts ot parliament that 
create the annuities, will come more 
properly atter we have examined 
the other account tranfimitred 10 Us 
from the auditor of the imprett 5 
that is, the account of the conttls 
butions to the annuities and lot- 
tery. 
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tery. Tie articles in the account 
drawn up by the auditors being 
found to agree with thofe in the 
account current, the balance re- 
maining in the cuftody of the bank 
mutt be likewile the fume in both: 
this balance conliits of dividends, 
capital flock paid off, and {ums re- 
ceived to pay prizes in lotteries, 
remaining in the bank unclaimed 
by the proprietors. 

The chief cafhicr figns the ac- 
count current, and fwears to it be- 
fore a baron of the exchequer : the 
account is then prefented tor decla- 
ration, and paffed through the fe- 
veral offices of the exchequer. 

The account of the two years 
before us confilts of the following 
fums: in the charge, the balance 
on the former account is 284,7:9l. 
178. 6ld.: received to pay the an- 
puitics 7,039,375]. 18.3; tO poy 
prizes in two lotteries, g8o,cocl: 
to reimburle the bank the fees and 
charges paid by them in the laft 
account, 19,3671. 178. tod; tor 
charges of management 114,427). 
18. 6d.: - total charge $,43-,S%9). 
17s. 103d.—In the difcharge, divi- 
denis paid, 7,01 2,957]. 4s. : princi- 
pa! and intereft of annuities paid eff, 
29621. 7s rd: certificates for priz- 
es, 969,8441.: allowances for ma- 
nagement, 114,427]. 18. Gd. : fees to 
the auditors, 21,6931.; and at 
the treafury and other oftices, 
11201, 16s. 6d.— Total difcharge, 
*,123,0041. gs. 7d.—Balance 'e- 
maining ia the cuftedy of the bank, 
314,885]. 8s. 31d. 

The other account, that of the 
contributions to annuities and a lot- 
tery, comes to the office of the au- 
citor of the impreft in a fhape dif- 
ferent from the former: the firtt 
official notice he has of it is from a 
memorial referred to him by the 
lords of the treafury. 2 

When an act of parliament has 
paffed for railing the fupplies by 











PAP: ER & (+35) 
annuities and a lottery, about the 
end of the year, foon after the pay- 
ments of the contributions are com- 
pleted, the court of directors of the 
governor and company of the bank 
of England prefent a memorial to 
the lords commiffioners of the trea- 
fury, with an’ account annexed, 
containing a charge and difcharge: 
the charge contifls of two articles ; 
the amount of the contributions to 
the annuities, and the amount of 
the contributions tothe lottery—the 
difcharge has three articles; the 
fum paid into the receipt of the ex- 
chequer, the fum paid for interett 
to thofe contributors who advanced 
their money before the times ap- 
pointed for making the feveral pay 
ments, and, the fum retained by 
the bank for the fervice, pains, and 
labour of their officers employed in 
receiving, paying, and accounting 
for this money, and the charges at- 
tending it: the memorial prays 
they may be allowed to retain the 
fum therein mentioned, for the 
charges ; and that they may be al- 
lowed a certain annual fum for the 
fervices refpecting the annuities, as 
being agreeable to former allowan- 
c+s for tht Jike fervices ; and that 
it may be paid to the chief cafhier 
fer their ule. ‘1 his memorial is re- 
ferred by the treafury to the audit- 
ors of the impreft for their examina- 
tion and report. 

The auditor upon the receipt of 
this memorial, proceeds to examine 
the account annexed to it. ‘lhe 
charge requires no proof or verifi- 
cation; for the chief cafhier admits 
the receipt ot the whole fum di- 
rected by the a‘t to be raifed. 

In the difcharge, the fum flated 
to be paid into the receipt of the 
exchequer is verified by the exche- 
quer tallies, which the chief cafh- 
icr fends to the auditor, with a hilt 
of the fums fo paidin; he fends 
lixewile a book, figned by himfelf, 
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containing a particular account of 
the fums paid for interett on the 
money advanced, ‘The auditor com- 
putes each fum, and caits up the 
articles, to fee that the total agrecs 
with the fum ftated in the account : 
the remaining article is the allow- 
ance the bank pray to retain, for 
the charges of receiving, paying, 
and accounting for the contribu- 
tions ; this the auditor examines, and 
reports that it is in proportion to 
former allowances for the like fer- 
vices: he reports alio, that the an- 
nual fum prayed by them for the 
charges of management is <ccord- 
ing to the rate formerly. allowed 
in accounts for the like fervices. 

In confequence of this report, 
the lords of the treafury authorife 
and direct the auditors to allow in 
the account the fum paid to the 
contributors for intereft, and the 
fum craved by the bank for their 
charges in receiving, paying, and 
accounting for the contributions. 
As to the allowance of the annual 
fum for the charges of management, 
they are filent. 

But though the lords of the ttea- 
fury do not, in their directions to 
the auditors on this memorial, im- 
power them to allow the charges of 
management to the bank in their 


cafhier’s fubfeqient accounts of 


thefe annuities, yet the treafury war- 
rants to the exchequer, for the if- 


fues of the fums to pay the half 


yearly dividends on them, feem fuf- 
ficiently to authorife the auditor to 
make fuch allowances. 

Thefe warrants include not only 
the halt year’s annuity, but like- 
wife a feparate and diftinet fum ex- 
prefied to be for the charges of 
management, alter the ufval rate, 
upon that annuity ; and the im. 
prett certificate produced to the au- 
ditor, to verity the impreft article 
m the charge, contains a fum com- 
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pounded of the annuity, and the 
allowance tothe bank. It remains 
to inquire upon what authority the 
lords of the treafury ground them. 
felves, in authorifing the payment 
of thefe feveral fees and char Cs, 
and at what rate they are calculated, 

‘The various fees paid at the trea. 
fury, and the offices of the exche. 
quer, are fiated particularly in the 
two bank memorials. The audit. 
ors, as to one of them, report, that 
the fees are vouched by lifts of the 
particulars, and receipts; and, as 
to the other, that they are the ufu- 
al payments: and upon thefe re- 
ports is founded the treafury war- 
rant, thar direéts the auditor of the 
reccipt of the exchequer to iffue to 
the chief cafhier a fum to reimburfe 
the fees thus paid by him. 

The authority exercifed by the 
treafury in granting the allowances 
to the bank, is grounded upon the 
act that creates the annuities. The 
act of the year 17%1 (the year of 
the contribution account before us) 
for railing money by way of an: 
nuities, and eftablifhing a lottery, 
“purfuine the like forms with the 
ats of the fame kind in preceding 
years, appoints the cafhiers of the 
bank of England receivers of the 
contributions, and empowers the 
commiffioners of the treafury, in 
fuch manner as to them fhal] feem 
reafonable, to difcharge the int- 
dental charges attending the execu- 
tion of this aét, and to fettle the 
allowances for the fervice, pains, 
and labour of the cafhiers, tor re- 
ceiving, paying, and accounting 
for the contributions, and for the 
annuities, and for the fervice of the 
accountant-general of the bank; 
which allowances are for the ufe 
and benefit of the governor and 
company of the bank of England, 
and at their difpofal. ‘The lords ot 
the treafury, being thus SRE 
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aby the legiflature, to fettle the 

yantum of the recompence to the 

bank, are governed in the exercife 

of this persts by fuch rules as ap- 

pear to have been adopted by their 
redeceflors. 

The fervices for which the bank 
crave an allowance are of three 
kinds—the receipt of the contribu- 
tions to the annuities, —the receipt 
ofthe contributions to the lottery,— 
and the annual management of the 

nuitics. 

The ellimated rate of thefe al- 
lowances are ftated in their memori- 
altu the treafury. As to the con- 
tributions, they pray to be allowed 
to retain at the rate of Sosl. 15S. 
rod. per million, as being in pro- 
portion to former allowances for 
the like fervices ; and the auditors 
report that it is in that proportion. 
As to the lottery, they crave 1oool. 
upon the {ame ground ; the audit- 
Ors report, that it 1s the fame as has 
been allowed in tormer accounts of 
the like fervices. As to the charge 
of management, they pray to be 
allowed a certain {pecified annual 
fum, agreeable to former allowances 
forthe like fervices; the auditors re- 
port, that the allowance prayed for 
at the rate of 5621. 10s. a year for 
every million; which they reprefent 
to be the fame in proportion as has 
been allowed for trantacting annui- 
ues granted in former years. 

Hence from the memorial, and 
the auditors report, taken torge- 
ther, it appears, that the bank crave 
for receiving the contributions to 
the annuities, at the rate of Sosl. 
158. 1cd. per million on the money 
received; for receiving the contri- 
butions to the lottery, a fum of 
100. ].; and for managing the an- 
nuities, at the rate of co2l. ics. a 
year per million, upon the capital 
ftock created: but, the annuities 
being of two kinds, perpetual, and 
for years, they are different as to 
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the fubjest of the transfer; in the 
one, the capital is transferable, in 
the other the annuity. 

As the rate of allowance for mae 
nagement is taken upon the capital, 
and not upon the annuity, it be- 
comes neceffary to ellimate the va- 
lue of the annuity for years, fo as 
to bring the rate of management 
upon them to an equality with the 
like rate upon the perpetual annui- 
tics. The value of boththe long and 
fhortannuities ; (forthe different du- 
ration makes no difference in the an- 
nual trouble tothe bank) is comput- 
ed at twenty five years purchale; and 
is produces a fum, upon which 
fame rate per million being cal- 
culated, gives the like atiowance 
for the management of thefe as of 
the four per cent. annuities. 

As the firft creation of annuities 
is within time ot memory, we en- 
deavoured to trace thefe allowances 
up to theirorigin. The oldett an- 
nuities at prefent in being, tranf- 
ferable at the bank, are thofe of the 
year 1726; but they are not the 
firit that were committed to their 
management. During the reigns 
of king William and queen Anne, 
we do nor find any contributions or 
annu.tics received at the bank ; they 
were all paid into the exchequer : 
the firft that appear to have been 
paid into the bank, are contribu. 
tions to anguities granted in the 
tirft year of king George I, at 
the rate of sl. per cent. for raifing 
two fums of g10,000l. by the firit 
of George l. chap. 19. and of 
169,000l. by chap. 21. 

‘Lhe firft of thefe aéts empowers 
the commiffioners of the treafury 
to allow the cafhicr, out of the 
contribution money, for his Pm 
and charges in receiving and ac- 
counting tor the fame, a fum not 
exceeding gsool.; and the fecond 
act einpowers them to allow hima 
fum not excecding 100l.; and in 
ama- 
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a manufcript book belonging to the 
bank, and fubmitted to our infpec- 
tion, in which are entered abitracts 
of public accounts pafied by their 
cafhiers, Thomas Maddox, cafhier 
at that time, appears to have been 
aliowed the fum of 6col. for receiv- 
ing thofe two contributions ; which 
is the fir entry of an allowance of 
the kind in this manulcript. 

Since the year 17139, to the pre- 
fent time, where the annuities have 
been created, cither from the fums 
fubfcribed, or from a lottery con- 
vertible into annuitics, this allow- 
ance has been at the rate of 805). 
rcs. nod, per million, the rate 
craved in the memorial before us, 
except in the year 1742. By the 
act of that year, the 1sth of 
George I}. chap. 19. for raifing 
S$oc,o00]. by annuities, the com- 
miilioners of the treafury are em- 

wered to allow the cafhier, out of 
the contribution money, sool. for 
his pains and trouble in receiving 
and accounting for the fame; and 
by a warrant, dated the 22d of 
june 1743, tranfinitted to us from 
the treafury, that fum was allowed 
him. But where the receipt of the 
contributions has been attended with 
any additional or unulual trouble 
erexpence, the bank have been al- 
lowed at a higher rate: in the year 
1747 they were allowed roocl. per 
mil ion. 

‘The bank appear to have receiv- 
ed contributions to lotteries earlier 
than the year 1714, which was 
their firit year of receiving contri- 
butions to annuities: in 1710 and 
zit, they reapnyne the contribu- 
tions to two lofte: ies of 1,500,000). 
each; and, in the tollowing year, 
to two lotteries of 1,800,0 ol. each: 
theie are the firit entered in the ma- 
nuieript book above mentioned ; 
and itis there thated, that they were 
allowed, as to the two firtt, for. 
thejr pains and fervice in receiving, 
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paying, and accounting for the mo. 
nies received, and for all thei 
charges and expences in perf of 
‘ os enc pertorm. 
ing this fervice (the charges of pafl- 
ing the accounts excepted) 23801, 
12s. gd.; for the two latter the 
were allowed 12501. each. d 
_ The receipt of thefe contriby. 
tions 1s attended with diferent 
degrees of trouble and expence 
The number of tickets and fub. 
fcribers varies in different lotteries ; 
in the moit fimple, the whole buf. 
nefs is the receipt of the money 
the payment of it into the exche. 
quer, and the payment of the cers 
tificates of the fortunate tickets ; in 
others it is attended either wich the 
creation or redemprion of annuivies : 
hence the allowance to the bank for 
this feryice has varied, according 
to thefe circumftances, from tecol, 
the fum craved in the memorial be. 
fore us, 10 20001. the fum allowed 
them in the years 17 1774, and 
1775+ 
The remaining allowance, which 
is that for the charges of munage- 
ment, commenced with the grant 
of annuities in the year 1714: the 
two acts of that year, above allud- 
ed to, empower the commiffioners 
of the treafury to allow, ** out of 
the fum grated for the payment of 
the annuities to the cufhier, two 
falaries or allowances ; the one not 
exceeding 2501. the other socl. a 
year, for receiving the money to 
pay the annuities, and applying the 
fame to that ufe, and for his pains 
and charges for rendering his ac- 
counts thereef; and the ac- 
countant-general two falaries, the 
one not execeding -ool. the other 
rool. for his fervice and charge 
in performing the d ty and trutt 
incumbent upon him by the'e 
a¢cts.”” 
As all warrants for thefe allow- 
ances proceed-trom the treafury, we 
required from them a copy of the 
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firt warrant granted for an allow- 
ance to the bank for charges of 
management; the copy tranimitted 
o us is that of a dormant warrant, 
dated the 2d of July 1718, direct. 
ed to the principal cafhier of the 
bank of England ; and authorizing 
him to retain, out of the monies 
imprefted to him for the purpotes 
of the acts, the allowances therein 
mentioned, amounting to 65cl a 
year, to commence from Michael- 
mas 1715: and it appears, from the 
entries in the bank manuicrnpt 
above mentioned, that this allow- 
ance continued during the exiftence 
of theannuities ; all of which appear 
to have heen either redeemed or 
fubfcribed into the capital ftock of 
the South Sea company. The 
1,000,400 annuities of the year 
3726 were created by the 12th ot 
George I. chap. 2.: for the man- 
agement of them the bank are now 
and have been ever fince they were 
granted, allowed 360]. a yeur. 
The act itfelt is filent as to this al- 
lowance ; but it appears by a trea- 
fury warrant, dated the zoth of 
December 1726, a copy of which 
we procured from the auditors of 
the impreit, that, upon a memorial 
from the bank, praying fuch an al- 
lowance for their charges of man- 
agement of thefe annuities as the 
treafury fhould think reafonable, 
the then lords of the treatury grant- 
ed and allowed them, for this pur- 
pofe, 360l. a year, to commence 
from the Michaelmas preceding ; 
and directed the cafhier to retain 
this fum in his hands, for the ufe 
of the governor and company of 
the bank, out of the monies of the 
fund, tor the faid annuities to be 
unprefted to him, and authorifed 
the auditors of the impreft to al- 
low it, 

The next annu*ies were, 800,00cl. 
granted in the year 4731; of thefe, 
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759,2351. gs. 3]d. are now a part 
of the confolidated 3 per cent. an- 
nuities, the remainder being re- 
deemed: for the management of 
thefe the bank is now, and always 
have been allowed at the rate of 
360l. #® year; but upon what 
ground this rate was eftablifhed, 
does not appear. 

The 80c,oool. annuities of the 
year 1742, Were the next creation z 
* the act of that year, above al- 
Inded to, the treafury are empow- 
ered to allow the cafhier, out of the 
finking fund, a fum not exceeding 
25ol. and the accountant a fum not 
exceeding zocl. a year, for the like 
fervices as are exprefled in the act 
of the year 1714; this is after the 
rate of 5621. 10s. per million ; and 
that rate has becn adhered te ever 
fince. 

From hence we colleé&t the 
charges of management allowed at 
this time to the bank: for the mil- 
lion 3 per cent. annuities of the 
year 1726, 3601. a year: for the 
remainder of the 800,000. of the 
1731, at the rate of 36ol.: for all 
the other annu'ties, either at 3 per 
cent. or 4 per cent. or for years, at 
the rate of 621. 10s. a million, 
eflimating the latter at 25 years 
purchafe ; and at this rate is the 
allowance prayed by the bank in 
the memorial before us. 

There are two more annual allow. 
ances ifflued to the bank from the 
exchequer, which relate to their 
own capital ftock, and are the onl 
allowances upon that ftock: thele 
are te fums, of 4cocl. and 18981. 
48. . 

: The firft incorporation of the 
bank was in the year 1694. The 
act of the sth of William and 
Mary, chap. 20. forms the fubfcrib- 
ers to a loan of 1,200,000l. to go- 
vernment, into a body corporate, 
and appropriates 100,cool. a year 


toy 




















(:40) PUBLI€E 


for their ufe ; that is, 8 per cent. 
upon the capital, leaving a refidue 
of 400.1. 

At a general court of the bank 
of England, held the 26th of April 
3695, a committee report it as their 
opinion, that g0ocl. fhould be pre- 
fented to the governor, deputy, and 
direétors, for the year 169s, asa 
recompence for their great pains 
and conftant attendance on the at- 
fairs of the bank: and by the 13th 
byc-law of the company, the pay- 
inent of this fum is eftablifhed, and 
continued to them as an annual re- 
compence. The other allowance, 
that of 18981. 38 sd.a year, Is in 
coniequence of the bank having 
become purchafers, from the South 
Sea company ot 4,000,000. of their 
copital: the ground of this allow- 
aftce will appear in our examination 
into the manner in which the cafh- 
ier of the South Sea company pafles 
his account in the othice of the au- 
ditors of the imprett. Oblerving 
this officer, likewiie, among the 
public accountants, upon the cer- 
tificace of accounts depending in 
that office, we required from them 
the laft declared account of the 
cafhier of the South Sea company, 
of annuities payable and transfer- 
nble at the South Sea houfe, with 
the materials from which that ac- 
count was made out. 

The account returned to us was 
that of Peter Burrell, efq. chief 
cafhier of the South Sea company, 
of the money impreiied to him for 
paying the annuities granted in the 
year 1751, made payable at the 
South Sea houfe, tor three years 
ending the sth of January 1781: 
this account was declared the 22d 
of December 1781. From the ac- 
count itfelf, together with the ex- 
aminations of Charles Harris, and 
Peter Burrell, efqrs. we are fur- 
nifhed with knowledge of the ar- 
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ticles Jt contains, and the manner 
in which it is audited and formed in 
the office of the auditors of the im. 
preft. ‘The charge in this account 
confifls of the balance remaining 
on the preceding account, and the 
fums impreiled trom the exchequer: 
the laft of thefe is a fum to pay the 
tees on the preceding account: the 
others are compounded of the half 
year’s annuity, and the charges of 
management for each half year, 
The difcharge contams each half 
yearly payment by the cathier to 
the South Sea company, for the 
charges of management, fimply by 
itfelt, and the amount of the three 
years. it contains the half-yearly 
payments for the annuities, Catt up 
to a total; the fees paid at the trea. 
fury and exchequer offices for thisac- 
count; and the cafhier’s allowance 
for the period of the preceding ac. 
count, with the balance remaining 
in the cafh of the South Sea com. 
pany. 

Every year the cafhier fends to 
the auditor the two half year’s di- 
vidend books, each containing the 
names of all the proprietors, with 
their refpective fhares in the capital, 
and the annuity attending each 
fhare, and the number of cach 
warrant. Each dividend book is 
accompanied with a paid lift, con- 
taining entries of all the warrants 
paid upon that dividend, and for 
the arrears of former dividends 
during that half year, and with the 
warrants themfelves ranged in a 
numerical order. ‘The auditor com- 
pares the warrants with the corres 
{pondent entries in the dividend 
book, and marks them off ;* he then 
examines the paid lift with the di- 
vidend book, and with the war- 
rants for the arrears, and gives the 
cafhicr credit for the amount of the 
paid lift, 

After the expiration of the three 
years, 
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ears, the cafhier tran{mits to the 
suditor his account current, con- 
taining a complete itate of the three 
years receipts and payments. ‘To 
verity the charge, which confifts 
of ifues from the exchequer, he 
roduces the impreit certificates. 
ro the difcharge the firtt article 1S, 
the charges of management paid to 
the South Sea company: the audit- 
or allows it, upon the authority of 
a dormant warrant from the treafu- 
ry, dated the 2oth ot November 
1752 : which directs the cafhier to 
retain, from time to time, out ot 
the money to be imprefted to him, 
a fum therein mentioned, for the 
ufe of the South Sea company, and 
authorifes the auditor to aliow it, 
The treafury direct this allowance 
purfuant to the powers veiled in 
them by the act of the 24th of 
George II. chap. 2. which created 
thefe annuities, to difcharge the in- 
cident expences attending the ex- 
ecution of this act; and to appoint 
fuch allowance as they fhall think 
juft and reafonable, for receiving, 
paying, and accounting for the an- 
nuitics. This allowance to the 
South Sea company is 189. 15s. 6d. 
ayear; which, upon 1t,g1g,60cl. 
the {um now remaining of the 
2,100,000. the original capital of 
the annuities of the year i7¢1, is 
at the rate allowed to the bank, of 
g62l. 10s. per million. The toral 
{um allowed for management of this 
account 1s 223g]. 6s. (d.: the to- 
tal {um paid for dividends, is the 
anount of the paid liits, which 
have been examined with the war- 
rants by the auditor, This total 
is the fame both in the official 
and account current; but the ar- 
ticles of which it is made up, are 
differently compounded ; the audi- 
tor’s articles are the total {ums paid, 
during the period of the account, 
Upon each feparaie’ dividend; the 
Calluers, are the fums paid by him 
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during each half year, and theres 
fore include the arrears of former 
dividends, as well as the payments 
on the dividends of each half year, 
The total fum in this account, paid 
for dividends is 171,786l. gs. ride 
The remaining article in the dif- 
charge is the fum paid for fees and 
charges at the feveral offices: to 
obtain this allowance, the cafhier 
prefents a memorial to the treafury 
with a fchedule of thefe fees and 
charges annexed, praying a war- 
rant to the auditors of the impreft, 
authoriling them to allow him fuch 
payments ; this memorial is referred 
to the auditors, for their confidera- 
tion and report. The auditors in 
their report, range the articles un- 
der two claffes; the one contifting, 
of articks that relate to the lal 
declared account, the other ar- 
ticles that relate to the account 
depending ; which, they fay, are 
in proportion to what have been 
ufually allowed in preceding ac- 
counts of this fervice., Upon this 
report, the treafury direct the au- 
ditors to give allowance to them; 
and the fum thus allowed him in 
the account depending is iffued af- 
terwards to the cafhier, from the ex- 
chequer, upon account, and there- 
fore inferted as an article in the 
charge in his next fucceeding ac- 
count. The total fum under this 
head, in the account before us, is 
9841. os. 4d.; and the balance re- 
maining in the hands of the South 
Sea company is 11,6181. 15s. 7d. 
The account current is figned by 
the cafhier, and fworn to by him 
before a baron of the exchequer, 
Thefe of the year 1751 are the on- 
ly annuities Real a at the 
South Sea houfe, of which an ac- 
count is rendered at the exchequer. 
The other ftocks, namely, the 
South Sea ftock, and the old and 
new annuities, are attended with 
annuities not fubjeét to account. 
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The act that granted thefe of the 
year 1751, exprefly directs the mo- 
nies for the payment of them to 
be iffued by way of impreit, and 
upon account: the atts that created 
the others do not give the like di- 
reétion ; but forthe charges of their 
management the public pay an an- 
nual fum to the company. 

Thefe, now three ditlin& funds, 
originally conftituted one capital 
only, under the appellation of the 
South Sea ftock, The company 
was erected by the a of the oth 
of queen Anne, chap. 21. in the 
year i710: it confilted of the pro- 
prietors of public debts, to the 
amount of 9,177,967]. 15s. 4d. 
which fum formed the firft capital 
flock of the South Sea company. 
This at direéts, that the fum there- 
by appropiiated to anfwer the an- 
nuity to the South Sea company, 
fhould be iffued and-paid out of the 
receipt of the exehequer, without 
fee or charge; and for the charges 
of management of that capital it 
directs 8000]. a year to be paid to 
the cafhier, for the ufe of the com- 
pany, out of the funds therein men- 
tioned: additions were made from 
time to time to this capital by vari- 
ous acts of parliament, and fome of 
them gave an increaft ro the allow- 
ance for the charges of manage- 
ment. 

In the year 1720 the bank, pur- 
fuant to the powers given in the 
act of the 7th of George I. chap. 
g. purchafed of the South Sea 
company 4,900,000 of their capi- 
tal, which was ingrafted into the 
bank ftock ; and with it they took, 
for their own benefit 18981. 3s. <d. 
a year (the fum before mentioned) 
as part of, and being the propor- 
tionable fhare of, the fym then al- 
lowed by the legiflature to the 
South Sea company, for the charges 
of management of their whole ca- 
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vital; and this fum has been 
{ued every year to the bank -_ 
ene for that fervice, 

n the year 1722, by the 
the oth of George I. thie. Ss A 
whole capital ftock of the South 
Sea company was divided into two 
equal parts; and one moiety, 
amounting to 16,901,241). 18: 
ofd. was feparated from the capi. 
tal, and converted into one joint 
ftock, and named the joint {tock of 
South Sea annuities, with an an. 
nuity attending it of sl. per cent, 
payable out of the funds of the 
company, in lieu of all other pro. 
fits and advantages accruing from 
or belonging to the capiral fleck, 
This,annuity was continued to be 
iffued from the exchequer to the 
company, but in truft for the pros 
prietors of the new crcated ftock. 

In the year 1732, by the ac of 
the 6th of George II. chap. 28, 
three fourth parts of the remaining 
capital of this company, amount- 
ing to 10,988,327]. 118. ojd. was 
in like manner, feparated from it, 
and converted into a new ftock, 
ca led the new joint ftock of South 
Sea annuities, with an annuity of 
4]. per cent. attending it, payable 
out of the fame funds, and to be 
iffued from the exchequer to the 
company, in truft for the proprie- 
tors of this new ftock ; but thefe fe- 
parations from the capital ftock oc- 
cafioned no alteration in the charges 
of management; the payment of 
the fame fum was continued to the 
company, and remains at this day, 
except as far as it has beén dim 
nifhed, in proportion to the dimi- 
nution of the feveral capitals by 
redemption. The prefent allow- 
atice is 14,0221. 3s. 2d. a year 
upon the old aggregate capital of 
274,065,084]. 19s. 11gd. compres 
hending the total of the three cas 


pitals above mentioned: this al- 
lowance 
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lowance, being compounded of 
fums granted by different acts, and 
computed at ditferent rates, Cannot 
be eftimated at any one given rate ; 
i¢ is ifued annually, with the year’s 
annuity, from the exchequer, by vir- 
tue of a treafury warrant, under 
the authority ot the feveral acts 
above mentioned. 
From this enquiry into the fubjet 
of thefe bank and South Sea houfe 
accounts, it appears that, exclufive 
of the fums paid every year in an- 
nuities to their creditors, the public 
incur two other kinds of anntal ex- 
pences, In confequence of the debts 
they contract : the one 1s, payments 
to the public companies for tranfact- 
ing the annuities they have granted, 
called the charges of management ; 
the other is, fees and other charges 
at the feveral public offices, inci- 
dental to the iffue of the money 
for the payment, and to the au- 
diting and pafling the accounts of 
thefe annuities. As the money tor 
detraying the tirft of thefe expences 
is iflued from the exchequer, ufu- 
ally, with the annuities themfelves ; 
that we might have the annual 
amount of it before us at one vicw, 
and be likewife ennabled to flate 
the prefent debt of this nation, 
with all its attendant expences (the 
moit important of the public ac- 
counts), we procured from the au- 
ditor of the exchequer an account 
of all the public debts ftunding out 
at the receipt of his majefty’s ex- 
chequer, upon the sth of July lat, 
with the annual intereft, and other 
charges payable for t'e fame, di- 
ftinguifhing the intereft from the 
charges. In this account the 


charges of management of the debt 
therein ftated, which is the prefent 
fubject of our attention, amount 
to 124,361. 3s. 1d. exclulive of 
360l. allowed for the management 
ofthe annuities of the year 1726, 
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aud of the fum to be claimed for 
the loan of the prefent year ; 
which, at the fame rate, upon 
15,000,000 perpetual annuities, and 
80,0001. a year long annuities, is 
95621. 10s. the addition of thefe 
two fuims makes the total of this 
charge forthe prefent year 134,29 il. 
138. 1d. As the public debt has 
increafed, this expence has increaf- 
ed with it; and as by far the greatett 
part of the annuiies have been 
tran‘acted at the bank, their fhare 
in this allowance is great in pro- 
portion; it will amount this year 
to 112,2521. 4s. 4d. exclufive of 
the 4goool, part of the 100,000l. 
originally granted to them; which, 
being allotted by the proprietors 
as a compenfation to their gover- 
nor, deputy, and direClors, is not 
confidered as an allowance for ma- 
nagement: it is therefore included 
in the column of annual interett 
in the flate of the public debr. 
This allowance is intended as a re- 
compence to the public companies 
for their trouble, and the expences 
they incur for buildings, clerks, 
ftationary, and various other con- 
tingencies, and as a compenfation 
for the loffes they are liable to 
fuftain. It is a bargain between 
them and that branch of the ad- 
miniftiation to whom the conduct 
of the finances is intrutted ; and 
the rate at which the bank are paid 
has not varied fince the year 1742. 
Whether this is an equal bargain 
between the public and the com- 
panies, depends upon a variety of 
circumitances, the difcuffion of 
which would employ much time, 
and probably to no effectual pur- 
pofe. The fum allowed is of mag- 
nitude, and fo is the undertaking, 
1%1,000,000 of redcemable annu- 
ties, and 1,098,o00l. of annuities 
for years, are transferrable at the 
bank of kngland. ‘The board in- 
trufted 
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trufted by the legiflature to fettle 
the quantum of the compenfation 
beft know how clofely the intereit 
and credit of the nation are con- 
nected with thofe of the companies, 
how frequently they itand in need 
of eich other’s affiitance, and what 


.intercourfe is neceflary between 


them, and, confequently, in mak- 
ing their bargains with the compa- 
nies, can take into their confidera- 
tion every circumftance, and pre- 
ferve an even balance between them 
and the ftate. 

The other branch of annual ex- 
pence, incidental to the public 
debt, is the fees and other charges 

aid at the public offices upon the 
iffue, and for auditing and paffing 
the accounts of thefe annuities : 
the total of them for the two years, 
ending the sth of July 1779, as 
ftated in the bank memorials above 
alluded té, and confirmed by the 
report of the auditors of the im- 
preit, is 22,8131. 16s. 6d. of which 
21,6931. Was paid to the auditors of 
the impreft; the remainder being 
11201. 16s. 6d. to the other offices. 
Should the fubftitution of falaries 
in the place of fees and perquifites, 
in thefe offices, become the fubject 
of confideration, the reafonablénefs 
and propriety of the fees enume- 
rated in thefe accounts will come 
under the difewfion of thofe per- 
fons to whom the power fhall be 
intru(ted of fettling the quantum 
df the equivalent; but the fum 

aid to the auditors of the imprett 
fu far exceeds the reft, as to re- 
quire our immediate attention. This 
payment is grounded upon 4 war- 
rant of the lord high treafurer 
Godolphin, cated the 4th of July 
1764, a copy of which was trant- 
initted to us by the auditors of the 
imprett. This warrant confitms 
the report of Henry Boyle, efy. 
chancellor and under-treafurerof the 
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excheguer, and William Lowndes, 
efq. fecretary to the treafury 
concerning allowances to be made 
to the auditors of the imprett op 
paiing accounts ; in which report 
there 1s this article —« Lotte 
penfions. For every year’s account 
of the payment of the lottery pen- 
fions, commas called the Million 
Lottery, hereafter to be dec 
the fum of tool. and in that pro. 
portion as aforefaid, during the 
continuance of the faid penfions,” 
Thefe lottery penfions were annu- 
ities granted in the year 1694, by 
the act of the sth of William and 
Mary, chapter the 7th, for railing 
1,000,009: they were for fixteen 
years, at the rate of 141. per cent, 
An ofiicer was appointed for the 
payment of them at the exchequer, 
who was to pafs his accounts before 
the auditors of the imprett. rool, 
being thus allowed for auditing the 
annual account of thefe annuities, 
amounting to 14¢,000l. a year, 
purchafed with 1,000,000, the an- 
nual allowance to the auditors has 
ever fince been calculated at the 
rate of 10ol. per million on the 
capital, Hence this payment has 
kept an even pace with the public 
debt : it amounted, upon the bank 
accounts for the year 1781, a 
appears by an account of them pro- 
cured from the bank, to 14,8331. 
7s. gd. and will amount this year, 
and centinue for every fucceeding 
year, if no alteration is made in the 
annuities, to 19,6821. 3s. Sd. 
The bufinefs for which this fum 
is intended to be the compenfation 
is the examination of the dividend 
and other warrants ; comparing 
them with their correfpondent ea 
tries in the lifts; cafting up the 
items ; reducing the account into 
the official form ; and ingrofling tt 
Ir is true, in Benet that where 
r 


money is iffued from the exchequer, 
to 
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to be applied to cert: ain public pur- 
pofes, an account thould be patied 
of that moucy, that the pul bli. may 
know aud | {atistied as to the “ap- 
plication ; ie circumtftances may 
create excepuons to this, as well 
as to every other general rule: the 
truit may be fo well guarded by 
the mode of execu ion, as to rene 
der a mifapplic: ation or abufe hardiy 
practic: ible ; or the expence ot 
taking the account may be fo hea- 
vy, as to outweigh cvery potlible 
advantage to be deriv ed froin it. 

A fum equal to a halt year s 
annuity is iffued from the exche- 
quer to the bank, to be divided 
among th Te proprictors of th. it an- 
nuity, in proportion to the inierett 
of each in the capital, the making 
truit which the 
man- 


this divilion is the 
bank engage to execute: the 
ner in which they 
learn from the information ot 
William Edwards, deputy accoun- 
tant ot the bank. 

When the tran: fer books OF any 
annuity are fhut, tor the payment 
ot the dividend, the thare of every 
proprietor in the capital itock 1s 
extracted trom his account in the 


execute it, we 
‘A... 
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ledger, and fet oppofite to his 
name; a dividend warrant is filled 
vp tor each proprictor, with his 
thare in the capital, and annuity 
attending it: a dividend book is 
formed, comprehending the name 
of every propris tor, the folio of 
his account in the ledver, his fhare 
in the ¢ sapien! and annuity, and the 
number of his warrant: a duphi- 


cate is made of this dividend book : 
the original, duplicate, and war- 
rants are all compared together : 
that the warrants mav be correct, 
and correfpond with the dividend 
books, they undergo for- 
maliti 


var iou } 


's and examinations by diffe- 
rent clerks; and, after bein 
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proper ofhcer, they 
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potited in the office where the an- 
nuity is trandacted, until the pro- 
prictors apply for payment. ‘The 
perfon receiving it figns the divi- 
dend book, opp Mite the name ot 
the proprietor, and the recci ipt at 
the bottom of the warrant, which 
is witneiled by the clerk who de- 
livers it. The teller pays it, enters 
it in his book, and cancels it ; 
after which it is entered in a cath 
book in the dividend warrant office, 
and in the check ledger in the 
check office; where all the paid 
warrants are ranged in nul nerical 
order, and the total of them com- 
pared with the total of the unpuid 
litt made out at the annuity othce: 
from thence they are tranfmitted 
to the auditor of the imprett. 

This tranfaction is fimple ;—the 
divilion of a certain fum amon ga 
number ot p rfons, proportion 
to their intereiis. Many perfons 
are employed in this divilion ; and 
it feems well fenced againt fraud 
orerror. The company can mil- 
apply no part of this money, for 
the whole annuity is ditt ited i in 
the dividend warrants ; and the cn- 


trics of the fhares in the dividend 
books, which are tranferibed into 
the warrants, are caii up to tee that 


the y comp! thend the whole. What- 


ever abufe or error may be com- 
mitted, mvt immedi itely affect the 
proprietor ; as b , forging a receipt, 
or obtaintag it from him by fraud, 

him payment, or by au 
erroneotis calculition of his fhare ; 
but agrunit thefe the auditor's ex- 


aimin.tion is no fecurity: the in- 


Or refuluy 


jured proprietor mutt apply to the 


company for relief; and, if refuf- 
ed, ue has his legal remedy. Thefe 
cir¢umftances cannot come before 


the: auditor: all he requires is a 
tc.rmal receipt for every payment; 
it to the company 
his butt- 

nels 


2nd he allows 
‘without further enquiry; 
(K) 
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nefs is merely a comparifon of the 
different entries of the fame fuims, 
and cafting up 2 number of articles 
——the employment of inferior 
clerks: he is a check upon the for- 
mality of the warrant, and the ac- 
curacy of the cafting ; and for this 
the public are to pay, if the pre- 
fent fyftem of account ng is conti- 
nued, near 2c,oool. a year. Since 
then this truft repofed in the pub- 
lic companies, being fimple in its 
mature, and guarded in its execu- 
tion, is not, as appears to us, open 
to abufe; nor the public moncy 
iffued for this fervice liable to mil- 
application; we are of opinton, 
that the public derives no benefit 
whatever from the examination of 
the bank and South Sea annuities 
in the office of the auditors of the 
impreit; anc, confequently, that 
fuch examination ought to be dif- 
continued, as a reavy and unnecef- 
fury expence to the public. We 
are warranted in this opinion by 
ufage in a fimilar inflance: no ac- 
count of the old and new South 
Sea annuities is rendered at the ex- 
chequer;: being orginally part of 
the capital South Sea ttock, they 
were, as fuch, exempt from ac- 
count: the annuities paid by go- 
vernment upon all the «capital trad- 
ing ttocks, the bank, the South 
Sea, and the Eait India ftock, are 
iffued from the exchequer without 
account: the reafon feenrs to be 
this ;—the annuity is eninted to 
the company in their colleé ‘ive ca- 
pacity, as a body corporat’, and 
paid to them as one entire d bt to 
one perfon: after the office. ap- 
pointed by them has receivec' it, 
Rovernment has no more to do 
with it, it lies upon thofe ro whom 
the company have entrufted the a i- 
rection and management of thei 
affairs, to take care that a jult divi 
fion of it is made among their 
members: but upon the feparation 
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of the old and new annuities 


) f 
the capiral ftock, the proprietors ef 


thofe funds no longer continued 


members of the company: they 
uitted all fhare both in the direc. 
tion and the profits : they became 
dittinct bodies of men, like the 
proprictors of any other govern 
ment fecurity ; the proportional 
fhares of the original annuity, 
which they became entitled to up. 
on the feparation, continued to be 
iffued, and are now iffued from the 
exchequer to the company ; blend 
ed with the {tock annuity ; but the 
acts expretly fay, thofe thares thal} 
be iflued in trult for the propries 
tors; and therefore, from the time 
of the feparation, the company be. 
came refpontible to government for 
the pavment of thefe annuities, 
juft as the governor and company 
of the bank of England ftand at 
this time refponfible for the pay- 
ment of tite dividends upon any 
capital they traniact; and the mo. 
ney for fuch payment ought, in 
confiitency, to have been iffued 
from the exchequer, by way of 
impreft and on account ; and yet, 
ever fince the year 1722, the fum 
of 367,224]. 2s. the prefent ane 
nuity attending the old South Sea 
annuities ; and ever fince the year 
1732, the fum of 254,844]. 18s. 1d, 
the prefent annuity attending the 
new South Sea annuities; and larger 
fums, during the time the rate of 
intereft was higher, have been paid 
every year by the South Sea com 
pany, as truftees employed by the 
public, and no account ot thele pays 
ments whatever rendered at the ex 
chequer ; very much to the emolu- 
ment of the public, by a faving m 
fees, to the auditors of the impreit 
only, of abowe 120,000. 
As the payment of thefe annuk 
ties has, for fo many years, been 
intrufted to the South Sea compa- 


ny, without account, and ~— 
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any inflance of abufe or mifappli- 
cation that has hitherto been difco- 
yered; every reafun feems to con- 
cur for extending the fame exemp- 
tion from the jurifdiction of the 
auditor of the impreft to the 
annuities of the year 1751, and 
to thofe tranfaéted at the bank of 
England. 

The duty, however, and bufi- 
nefs of the cafhier ought, in our 
opinion, te be continued without 
alteration. It is expedient that go- 
vernment fhould not be ignorant r of 
the annual ftate of thefe ‘accounts ; ; 
and therefore the cafhicr of each 
company fhould, every year, tranf- 
mit to the lends commiifioners of 
his majeity’s treafury, an account 
current, fimilar to that now tranf- 
mitted by them to the auditors of 
the impreft, containing the re cipts 
and payments of all the annuities 
tranfa¢ted by them, including the 
old and new South Sea annuities, 
with the balance of the unclaimed 
dividends and ftock remaining in 
their hands, figned by the cathier, 
and attefted by him on oath, before 
a baron of the exchequer. 

We have fuggefted the exemp- 
tion of thefe accounts from the ju- 
rifdiction of the auditors of the 
impreft, as a regulation proper; and 
neceflary to be carried into imme- 
diate execution: we do not mean 
vo violate, in the flighteit degree, 
any right vefted in an officer by 
virtue of his office. The prine iples 
which fecure the rights of private 
property are facred, and to be pre- 
ferved inviolate: they are land- 
marks to be confidered as immov- 
able; but the public bave their 
rights alfo ; rights equally facred, 
and as free ly to be exercifed.— 


That Wwe may purfue the line of 


jutice, without invading the rights 
of the fubject on the one hand, er 
factificing thofe of the public on 


the other, it becomes neceffary for 
us to endeavour to develope thete 
official rights, and define, if we 
can, their preciie boundaries, If 
a ufelefs and expentive office can- 
not be fuppreffed, nor the redun- 
dancies of an oltice curtailed, be 
the neceifities of the fate ever fo 
urgent, without intrenching upon 
the right of the poilcifor, and vio- 
lating the public faith, the evil 
mutt be endured, until ‘the power 
of the leyiilature can, without the 
imputation of injuitice, be exerted 
for the relief of the ftate. 

The principle which gives ex- 
iltence to, a governs every pub- 
lic offfee, is the benefit of the ftite. 
Government requires that various 
branches of bufinefs fhould be tranf- 
acted, and perfons mutt be found 
to tranfact them. The acceptance 
of a public office implies an en- 
gayement to do the bulinefs, anda 
rigat to acompenfation : the officer 
has powers delegated to him necef- 
fary for the execution ; but he has 
no other right than to the reward 
of his labour: he has no rivhr to 
any fpecific quantity of buiinefs ; 
that quantity mutt fluctuate ac- 
cording to circumilances, or may 
be regula ted by the convenience of 
the flate: if the good of the com- 
munity requires a diminution or 
annihilation of the bufinefs of his 
office, or the transferring it elfe- 
where, the otticer cannot oppote to 
the reculation, the diminution or 
annidilstion of his profits; becaufe 
not the mn Aument of the ofthcer, 
bint the advantage of the public, was 
the object of the inffitution : to 
fuppofe in him a right to make 
fuch an objeciion, would be to fup- 
pofe the othce created tor his bene- 
fit; that is, to fuppote t to origi- 
nafe in a violation of spublic trult, 
aa abufe of power, and an offence 
againit the thate. Where law o¢ 
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ufage has annexed terms to the 
grant, which limit the rieht of the 
executive power to refume or take 
it away, the reafon feems to be the 
expedience of leaving the officer in 
the exercife of the dutics ot his of 

fice, independent of the influence 
of that power, which might other- 
wife, at pleafure, remove him: but 
when it 1s no longer for public con- 
venience that fuch duties fhould be 
exercifed, or when the exercile of 
them becomes an unneceflary cx- 
pence to the public, it would be an 
iwverlion of the principle that go- 
verns fuch eftablilbments, to fuller 
that private emolument, which was 
no motive for the 
to prevent o1 retard th 
them. It matters not what the du- 
ration or condition of the tatere' 


ilitution, 


tholition ot 


mav be, whether for life or vears, 
d ring rood behaviour or pleafu "ec 5 
all are e yually fubject to that vo 
verning principle tor the fake of 
which it was cre 
the public: hence, in es ry 
poled ofheial reeulation, the ad- 
vantage or difadvantage of the 
ficer can never be propeily a fub- 
ot difeuffion;: the quel- 
tion is, whether the necetlitv or 
good of the ftate actually requires 
it? This decides the propriety ot 
the regulation ; and the determina- 
tion of it belongs only to the fu- 
preme power that watches over the 
public good, for its improvement 
as well as protection, The regula- 
tion we have here fuggefted affects 
the auditors of the impreft, by a 
diminution of their bufinefs, and 
confequently of their profits: it is 
neceflary therefore to examine par- 
ticularly, whether it interferes with 
any right vetted in that officer by 
virtue of his office. We have pro- 
cured, and inferted in the appen- 
dix, a copy of the latt patent for 
the grant of this office, omitting 
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the recital of the then fubfifting pa. 
tents: this patent defcribes his of. 
fice, with its objects ard emoly. 
ments. The power of auditing 
the bank and South Sea he ule ac. 
counts, feems to be derived from 
the general words of * auditing and 
determining all accomnts of all per. 
fons whatfoever, being account. 
able for any fums received by the 
name of impreit.” The iffue, 
therefore, by way of impref, is 
the circumftance that vives the ay. 
ditor the power to examine the ex. 
penditure, 
be ili 
not, depends upon the 


that direéts the 


Whether a tum thall 
<d by way of impreft, or 
authoriy 
ifiue ; which is et. 
ther the roval fi rn m anual, or an 


t of parlhament; and, conf. 
qu V5 the exereile of this power 
of auditing mult depead upon the 
will and pleafure either of the 


crown, or the le vith ure, 


eqn) ’ ~~ + . on , 
fhe olice of the auaitors of the ime 
nrelt extiied betore the mode of 


: ‘ ; . 4 
yorrowine wpon funas was firit ae 


pon the ere ion of ane 
lature thought pro- 
that the money to be 


ae be ’ all 
? l to aire i : 


ifued tor the payment of them 
fhould be accounted for according 
to the due courfe of the exche- 
quer; and thereby gave the audi 


} 


tors a new object. Should 
viflature fee woot reafon f 
ine the mode of iffue; fhould they 
find by experience that the examin- 
ation of the accounts by the audit- 
ors of the impreit is unneceffary; 
or the advantage of it in no degree 
adequate to the expence ; can there 
be a doubt of their having a night, 
without injuftice, to take from 
them again that object, and to dt 
rect the iffue for the future to be 
without account ? 

There is another limitation allo, 
upon the power of the auditor, in- 
ferted in his patent; that 13, the 

content 
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confent of the treafury : he is to 
audit and determine, by and with 
the advice, authority, 3 ud co: fent 
of the high treaturer 

Britain, or the commitlioners of the 
ereafury, chancelor, and under- 
treafurer ot the excheq er for the 
time being.” This neceflarils im- 
plies a power in the treafury, i 
they fee reafon, to with-hold their 
affent ; and, confequently, renders 
the exercife ef the power of the au- 
ditor dependent upon their difere- 
tion. It this mode of reafoning be 
folid and conclufive; if the pro- 
priety of continuing an othee, 
or particular branches of the buli- 
pels of an office, be tried by the 
advantage it produces to the com- 
munity; if the officer can have no 
right in his office, independent of 
the public good; we fuggett the 
infringement of no private right, 
when we deliver it as our opinion, 
that the money for the annuities 
payable at the bank of England 
and South Sea houfe, ought for the 
future to be iffued without account 
from the exchequer: and we have 
not violated any private right, by 
fuggeiling the neceflity of an im- 
mediate abolition of ufelefs and ex- 


penfive offices, and reduction of 


unneceflary and redundant expen- 
ces > convinced as we arc, by the 
irrelifiible evidence of the ftate of 
the national debt exhibited to us, 
of the abfolute and indifpen ble 
neceiliry of an immediate Atte ntion 
to every practicable retrenchment. 

This account of the public debt 
being tranfmitted to us from the 
exchequer in the ufual official 
f rm, required fome explanation ; 
with which we were fupplied by the 
examination ef Mr. John Hugh. 
on, clerk of the debentures in the 
othce of the auditor ot the receipt 
of his m yetty’s exchequer. 

The fums inferted in the column 
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under the head of principal debt, 
oppolite to the firit, fecond, third, 
and fifth articles of annuities pays 
able at the exchequer, ave the pur- 
chafe money originally paid tor 
them into the exch que: This 
purchaie money to usto 
contitute a p . the public debt ; 
the public are in no event bound to 
pay 10; they are bound to pay the 
nauities purchafed with chefe fums 
tor the duration of the terms, and 
the exitience of the lives tor which 
they were granted; but upon the 
expiration of the annuities, cither 
by efiluction of time, or death, the 
debt is at an end; an event that 
has happened, as to the tecond ar- 
ticle, of annuities for lives with the 
benefit of furvivorfhip, fince the 
fince the §th of July lait, the date 
of the account. ‘This annuity 13 
now expired, by the death of the 
lait nomince; and. therefore we 
have omiited this article, as well 
as thofe other principal fums, in 
our itate ot the public debr. 

The firft article of 131,203]. 
128. 8d. annuities for long terms, 
being complicated, we obtained an 
account of the annuities that come 
pofe it. This fum confiits of an- 
nuities for years, granted for diffe. 
rent terms, at feven different peris 
ods, between the years 1692 and 


1708; and they will all explie 


between the years 1790 and 1807. 
The annuities in the third article, 
for two and three lives amounting 


‘ 


to 8,2071. 128. Were finally granted 
in the vear 1703, by the act of the 
2d and 3d of queen Aune, chap. 
3.: the lives were ali named by the 
rit of May t704. ‘The original 
fum of thete annuities was 37,0131. 
d.: the number of orders was 
; of which 440 are now con- 
tinued upon the books at the exe 
chequer, as containing lives in be- 
notwithit ndiry moit of thefe 
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may be, and probably are, ex- 
pired. The act direéis, that the 
contributor, or his reprefentatives 
fhall, within one month after the 
death of the nominee, certify it to 
the auditor of the receipt of the ex- 
chequer; and, within three months 


after notice of the determination of 


the annuity, deliver up his tally 
and order into the exchequer; and 
until thig is done the life is conti- 
nued upon the books as exitting, 
Many of the contributors, and 
perfons named in thefe orders, were 
foreigners, and might be ignorant 
of, or inattentive to, the directions 
of the act. Every nomince now 
living muft be at leaft feventy-nine 
years and an half old: that 440, 


our of 5103 perfons, fuppofing 


originally three lives in each order, 


fhould attain that age, is not pro- 


bable upon any calculation. 


In order to obtain the payment 


of this annuity, a formal certifi- 


cate muft he produced of the life 
of the nominee: the lait lite that 
was certified was upon the rift of 
} » But notwithfand- 
ing the probability that the greateft 
part of thefe annuities are expired, 
they cannot, upon that ground on- 
ly, be omitted : they muft be con- 


January 1781, 


tinued as part of the public debr, 


until the auditor of the exchequer 
has an authority for leaying them 


out. 


The fourth article of 22c0!, ex- 


made out, for inte- 
refit of old bills, has been inferted 
among the public debts ever fince 


chequer bills 


the year 1727; 


27; the old bills were 


then cancelled; and this intereft 
upon them was fuppofed to be due 
in the year 1719: it no where ap- 


pears that any fuch bills were ever 
made out, or to whom this interet 
belongs : no demand has been made 
for them at the exchequer; and 
therefore we think this fum may 
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fafely be erafed from amon 


t 
debts of the public, and wet 


ted it accordingly. The million 
raifed in the year 1726, not having 
been paid into the exchequer, but 
applied in cancelling exchequer 
bills iffued for the difcharge of the 
civil! lift debts, has never been in. 
ferted among the debts of the pub. 
lic, ftanding out at the exchequer; 
but it feems to us as if the public 
have made themfelves liable to the 
payment of this debt. By the ad 
of the 7th of George I. chap. 29, 
$00,000]. was raifed by annuities 
to difcharge the debts of the civil 
lift: they were made a charge upon 
the hereditary revenues, and to be 
redeemed by the crown. To en- 
able the crown to reimburfe itflf 
the fums to be paid for thefe annui- 
tes, and for their redemption, the 
fix-penny duty was granted, and ap- 
propriated. 

By the 11th of George I. chap, 
17, a million was raifed by exche- 
quer bills, for the fame purpofe; 
and s00,cool. of it applied in the 
redemption of thefe annuities: the 
bills were charged upon the here- 
ditary revenues ; the ix-penny duty 
was continued ; and the furplus ex- 
prefsly appropriated for the cans 
celling them. The next year, by 
the 12th of George I. chap. 2. 
a million was raifed by a lottery, 
and converted into annuities, at 3). 
per cent. and applied in cancelling 
990,cool. of the exchequer bills. 
The king was empowered to con- 
tinue the fix-penny duty ; and out 
of it 30,0ocol. a year was made a 
fpecific fund for the payment of the 
annuity ; the king was empowered 
alfo t® redeem them, but out of 
what fund is not mentioned: the 
whole prodyce of the duty was ap 
propriated towards paying and dif- 
charging the faid annuities ; and, 
fhould it produce a furplus, 1 was 
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be referved in the exchequer, and 
not ifue’ or applied, but by au- 
thority of sarliament. This duty 
having for many years produced a 
{urplus, the act of the gta of ois 
prefent majefty, chap. 65. appro- 
riates it towards augmenting the 
Salaries of the judyes. As the 
million raifed by exchequer bills, 
and the next year converted into 
annuities, was exprefsly charged 
upon the hereditary rev enucs of the 
crown, which by the act of the cft 
of his prefent majefty, are carried 
to the aggregate tund ; and the fur- 
lus of that fund is, by che act of 
the firft of George 1. chap. 12. 
which created it, difporable tor the 
public fervice ; and as the furplus 
of the fix-penny duty, the whole of 
which was appropriated to pay the 
annuities, and cancel the exchequer 
bills, has been taten for, and is 
now appropriated to, a public fer- 
vice,the public have poflefled them- 
felves of the revenues chargeable 
with this million, and with the 
fund created to reimburfe thofe re- 
venues; and, therefore, we think 
ourfelves well warranted to infert 
this million among the debts due 
trom the public. 

The tum of 1,164,2621. 5. in 
the column of annuad intereft, con- 
fils of a variety of annuitics grant- 
ed by different acts: fome for lives, 
and others for years for different 
periods, they are digetted in two 
fupplemental accouats we received 
from the exchequer. The fum for 
lives, granted in five different years, 
payable at the exchequer, and tlaad- 
img out upon the sth of July latt, 
8 71,0551,16s. 7d. The annuities 
for long and fhort terms, granted 
in eight different years, ~mount to 
1,096,525]. 7s, 

In the column of privucipal debt, 
Oppofite to thefe annuities, no fum 
is inferted, becaufe no fums were 
paid {pecifically for them into the 
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exchequer ;: they were all premiums 
granted to the fubfcribers, in addi- 
tion to redeemable annuities. ie 
compute th principal debt incur- 
red on account of thefe annuites far 
lives and years, at any given time, 
the value of each fpecies muft be 
eftimated by the age and circum. 
flances of the nominees, or the 
time they have to run, and the 
market price at that time - a caleu- 
larion not very practicable, and, if 
it were, of no great utility. 

The fum of ¢2sol. the firft ar- 
ticle in the coluina under the citle 
of managem nt, is paid, purfvant 
to various trealiry warrants, to the 
auditor, the clerk of the pells, and 
telers of the exchequer, in certain 
proportions, for their trouble in 
tranfacting the annuities payable in 
that otlice. 

All thefe debts may be claffed 
under two heads, the redeemable, 
and the irredeemabie ; the firft, are 
thofe which the legiflature, purfu- 
ing the forms and terms fpecified 
in the acts that created them, may 
redeem, without the confent of the 
proprictors ; the latter, are thofe 
which being granted for certain 
fpecified periods, cennot be redeem- 
ei without the confent of the pro- 
prietors : in the creation of fome of 
the firft, the right of redemption is 
reitrained in favour of the fubferi- 
bers, until after a limited period. 

Correfponding with thefe obfer- 
vations, and confequently deviating 
fumewhat from the form purfued in 
the exchequer, we have fee forth 
the prefent flate, as it appears to 
us, of the national debt ftanding 
out at the exchequer; in which 
the redeemable debt amounts to 
211,363,254]. 158. 43d. and the 
annuity attending it to 6,642,397]. 
12s. od.:; which annuity will ex- 
pire upon the redemption, annihi- 
lation, or purchafing in of the ca- 
pital. The irredeemable annuity 

(K 4) amounts 
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«amounts to the annual fum of 
1,309, 5321. 8s. 3d.; which, unlefs 

urchafed in, mutt continue tor the 
periods for which the feveral parts 
of it were granted. ‘The charges 
of managing this debt amount to 
134,291]. 138. 1d. 

From the materials thus col- 
leSecd, we are enabled to ftate, at 
one view, with precifion, the total 
fum paid by the public in confe- 
quence of their debts in this, and 
ro be paid in every fucceeding year, 
viol a reduction fhail take place. 
‘Phe fum paid in annuities on the 
capital, and for lives and years, 1s 
7,951,901. 18; the charges of ma- 
nagement are 134,291]. 138. Ide: 
the fres to the auditors of the im- 
pret, on the bank and South Sea 
houfe accounts, 19,874. 2s, 8d.: 
the tees taken 
at the fame rate as ftated in the 
bank and South Sea houfe memo- 
rials above alluded to, 60961. 12s. 
4d.; forming together, as flowing 
from and incidental to the debt they 


the other oflices, 


have contracted, the annual fum ot 


8,106,7921. os. ad. 

We have omitted to add to this 
account, as unneceflary, we hope, 
for the future, the expence in- 
curred in the year of a loan by an- 
nuitics and a lottery, and allowed 
to the bank for receiving, paying, 
and accounting for the contribu- 
tions: this article, in the year 


1781, as ftated in the bank memo- 


rial, amounted to 1 ics. : 
and, in the year 1782, as ftated in 
account tranimitted to us trom the 
auditors ot the impreft, to 12,7021. 
B3S. 3d. 

This 1s the ftate of the funded 
debt; that is, certain funds have 
been created, and appropriated by 
the legiflature, as a provifion for 
the payment of all the annuities 
therein enumerated: but this is not 
the whole debt; a heavy liit of ar- 


sOOO]. 
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rears remains behind; debts for 
which no provifion has as yet b 
made by government. 

We required, from the lords 
commitlioners of his majefty’s trea, 
fury, an account of the unfunded 
debt, as it ftood upon the 14 of 
October lat; dilinguifhing thofe 
debts, that carry interei, trom 
thofe which carry no intereft, with 
the intereit due on each fpecies, 
computed to the 1it of October latt, 
Four accounts were tranfmitted to 
us, purfuant to this requifition; 
the firit contains the debt due at 
the navy and victualling offices ; the 
fecond, at the office of ordnance; 
the third, at the exchequer ; the 
fourth, for the extraordinaries of 
the army. 

As fome of the bills in the na. 
vy account, and a fum in the ex- 
chequer account, have been paid 
fince the sit of October lat, we 
have coilected the fublifting ar- 
ticles, and difpoied them in fuch 
order as to fhew, at one view, the 
preient flate of this unfunded debt; 
and from thence it appears, that 
the principal of this debt amounts 
to 18,8e6,541l. tas. s4d. of which 
the fum of 19,694,102]. 18. 1d, 
carries intereit ; the interett 
due upon it the 1{t of October lati, 
Was 517,57g1. 4s. 3d.: the amount 
of the annual interett is 612,7421. 
omitting fractions. ‘The remain- 
this principal, being 
3,162,429]. gs. sid. carrics no in 
tereft, ‘he principal of this debt, 
being added to 211,363,254l. 15% 
4d. the capital of the tunded debt, 
makes the prefent capital debt et 
this nation 230,219,796. 6s. o}d. 
and the annual intercit of this debt, 
being added to 7,951,9301. 18, the 
fum of annuities tated in the ac- 
count of the tunded debt, increates 
the fum to be paid every year, 10° 
annuities aud intereit to 8,564,072! 
liey 
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13; to Which being added the fum 
of 154,8621. 8s. 1d. claimed tor 
charges of management, and fees, 
the total fum paid every year by 
this nation, in confequence of Its 
debt, will be 8,719,534]. gs. 1d.: 
and fhould thefe arrears of the na- 
yy and ordnance, inaking together 
12,742,416]. OS. id. be converted 
into aunuities of 31. per cenit. ta- 
ken at the rate of 60 per cent. 
which is more than the precnt 
srice, above 8,000,00- 1. more will 
be added to the capital, and increale 
if {oO upwards of 2 FP,OOO_OV' l, in- 
cluding more than 6,000,001. In 
¢ xchequer bills and extrao:dinaries 
of the army; and above 1.c,ocol. 
a year will be added to the annui- 
ty, and above 13,00c1. a year to the 
ex] nees attending it ; which will, 
together, make the annual fum to 
be paid by this nation upwards of 
8,552,534). 

It is expedient that the true {tate 
of the national debt fliould be dil- 
clofed to the public ; every fubject 
ought to know it, for every fubjeét 
is interefled in it. This debt 1s 
fwelled to a magnitude that re- 
quires the united efforts of the 
ableit heads and pureit hearts, to 
juvecit the proper and ctlectual 
means of reduétion. ‘The nation 

aid of all its members 
to co-operate with government, and 
inc In carrying into execu- 
fhall be a- 
ninent of fo in- 
this aid the 
fubject 1s bound to give to che itate, 
by every other obligation, as well 
by the duty he owes to his 
country; and, with fuch general 


Cadi ror THe 


to com 
tion iuch mentures as 
coptca, for the atta 


ciipentible an ead: 


aid, the difhcultic-, great as they 
appear, will, we truit, be found 
not infurmountable. 

plan muft be formed for the 
recuction of this debt, and that 
Witagut delay; now, in the fa- 


A 
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vourable moments of peace. The 
evil does not admit of procraflina- 
tion, palliatives, or expedients: it 
preties on, and mull be met with 
force and firmnefs. The right of 
the public creditor to his debt, 
muil be preferved inviolate: his fe- 
curity ret's upon the folid found- 
ation, never to be fhaken, of par- 
tary national faith. 

(he obvious means of reduétion 
is the creation of a fund to be ap- 
propriated, and invariably applied, 
under prop ‘ direction, in the gra- 
dual diminution of the debt: this 
fun. muil be the furplus of the ane 
nual income, above the annual exe 
pences of the ilate, to be obtained 

1d increated by the extention and 
improvement of the fources of re- 
venue, and by a frugal adiminiftras 
tion of the prod ee, ‘Lo accom. 
plith the firft ef thefe does not, in 
many inftanees, depend folely upon 
the will and power of the flate. 
To open new er enlarge old chan- 
nels of commerce, to fet up new or 
improve old branches of manulfac- 
ture, often require the concurrence 
of other nations, and of other bo- 
dies of men; but frugality in the 
management of the revenue, the 
object to which the act by which 
we are contiituted, has pointed our 
attention, is within the reach of 
every government. Ic needs no 
alliitance from with- 
out: it poticifes in itfelf full, ab- 
folute powers, to 
regulate the management of every 
itcan quick- 

en the paflage of a tax or duty into 
the public coflers: it can direct it 
trom thence, without delay, to the 
purpofe for which it is intended : 
it can abolith ufclels offices; cut 
otf tupertluous and unneceflary exe 
pences; and reduce thofe that are 
neveflary within certain and reafon- 
able limits; it can call its ofhcers 
to 


coucurrence or 
’ 


article of its revenue: 
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to accourt; and reclaim the fums 
of public money, either detained in 
their hands, or converted to their 
own ule: it can correct every abute, 
and infufe a fpirit of eeconomy 
through every branch of the re- 
ccipt and expenditure of the reve- 
nuc. What can be done, the fup- 
port of public credit, the prefer- 
vation of national honour, and the 
juftice duc to the public creditor, 
demand “ould be done. It mutt 
be done, or feii-us coniequences 
will entue. 

Where the refources of a coun- 
try are fo extenfive, fo various, and 

roductive, a fpirit of frugality, 
univerfally diffufed and kept alive, 
cannot but be attended with the 
moit powerful effects. The fub- 
jects of this kingdom are opulent, 
generous, and public-fpirited; let 
the diftrefies of their country be 
fairly laid before them; and let 
that intereit they and their pofteri- 
ty have in this conttitution be ap- 
scaled to, and they will contribute 
chearfolly and liberally to her relief. 

The fubjeét mutt place conti- 
dence in the integrity and wifcom 
of the government: he fhould have 
no doubt but his contributions to 
the public fervice find their way, 
undiminifhed, without deviation or 
delay, to their proper object: and 
and let him no more feek for fhitts 
and fubtietics to evade the pay- 
ment of thofe duties and taxes 
which the wifdom of the legifla- 
ture have deemed the moit cligible, 
and which the neceilities of the 
ftate fully juftify. 

Let public benevolence take the 
lead of private intereit. Example 
may produce much; and mutt be- 
gin femewhere. An extraordinary 
and unprecedented conjuncture in 
the finances of a country may re- 
quire extraordinary and unprece- 
denred efforts. Every man may 
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dedicate a portion of his incom 

or fome fhare of his aiHuence, ac 
cording to his taculties. > wih 
great national object: let the prus 
duce of fuch a ceneral exertion be 
wilely directed, and taithfully ap. 
plied ; and this debr, enduuning ts 
it is, will begin ro melt away: and 
every man who contributes to fo 
great a work wall teel the confola. 
tion efulting trom the difeharge of 
the moit important of his duties, 
by ha we afitted in relieving Pubs 
lic diftrefs, reftoring public ‘credit 
and averting a national calamity, 
Office of Accounts, Surry- 

Street, Dec. 4. 1783. 
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A. P1GGcorr, (L.S.) 
RicHarp NEAvVE, (L.S.) 
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Grorce Drummonn, (L.S.) 
WILLIAM Rok, (L.S.) 





Tie Tevefth Report of the Commiff- 


cners appointed to exantine, take, 


and fates the Public Accounts of 


the Kingdom. 


THE treafurer of the ordnance 
is amoug the public accountants 
upon the certificate of accounts de- 
pending in the office of the audi- 
tors of the impretl. We required 
froin that office the laft declared 
account of the treafurer of the ord- 
nance, with the materials from 
Which it was made out. Two ae- 
counts were tranfmitted to us in 
confequence of this requifition ; 
the one, the final account of John 
Rofs Mackye, efq. treafurer and 
paymatier of the office of ordnance, 
from the 1{t of January to the 16th 
of December 1780; the other, the 
account of William Adam, efq. 
from the 16th to the 31{t of De- 
cember, being the remaining part 
of that year: the firit was declar- 


ed the 7th of September _ 
the 
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the other, the rith of January 
1783. f. 
The account of 2 treafurer of 
the ordnance contains the receipts 
and payments of an entire year, 
unlefs there have been more trea- 
furers within the year than one ; 
yud, in that cafe, each treaturer 
makes up an account for that part 
of the year during which he had 
been in the office. We confined 
our examination to the firft of thefe 
accounts, as being for the longett 
riod. 

The materials which were fent 
to us with this account, and had 
been received by the auditor from 
the treafurer, were a ledger—quar- 
ter books—and debentures: ‘rom 
the infpection of which, together 
with the examinations of Charles 
Harris, efq. one of the deputy au- 
ditors of the impreft, and Cuthbert 
Fifher, efo, chief clerk in the office 
of the treafurer of the ordnance, 
we are made acquainted with the 
forms of, and fubjeét matter con- 
tained in, thefe books and inilru- 
ments; and with the manner in 
which the auditor proceeds in ex- 
amining and auditing thefe ac- 
counts. 

The ledger contains a complete 
account of all the fums received 
and paid by the treafurer during 
the period ef the account. The 


fums with which he charges himfelt 


are thefe—the balance remaining 
due on his laft account—the money 
imprefted to him from the exche- 
quer—the voluntary charge—and, 
the imprefts vacated. 

The fum imprefted from the ex- 
chequer is verified by the imprett 
certificate, ‘The voluntary charge 
includes all the fums (except the 
imprefts vacated) that have come 
to his hands by any other means 
than from the exchequer: the 
eatry of this charge in the ledger 
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is figned at the end by three or 
more of the principal officers; and 
upon the authoricy of that figna- 
ture the auditor admits it. 

The imprefts vacated, are fums 
which the treafurer flands charged 
with, in confequence of the ac- 
counts of money iffued by way of 
impreft, either by him or his pre- 
deceffors, having been fettled du- 
ring the time of the account, 
When aclearing debenture is made 
out, either for the whole amount, 
or for a part, of a debt due from 
the ordnance, the fums that have 
been advanced on account are en- 
tered by the clerk of the ordnance 
in the margin of the debenture ; 
the treafurer pays the balance only; 
but he takes credit tor the amount 
of the debenture, and charges him- 
felf with the imprefls. If a part 
only of the fums imprefted have 
been expended, the account is fet- 
tled by the clerk of the ordnance, 
and the balance is directed by the 
board to be paid to the treafurer ; 
the imprefts in the one cafe, and 
the balances in the other, form the 
account of the impreft vacated. 
This account is figned in like man- 
ner with the voluntary charge, and 
admitted upon that authority ; but 
the auditor, finding the perfons, 
who have been thus cleared, either 
returned infuper, upon fome former 
account, or inferted in the lift of 
impreits in the account depending, 
writes them off, as far as they are 
cleared, oppofite their names in the 
margin ot that account in which 
they are fo inferted,—the difcharge 
contains all his payments: the 
vouchers for them are the quarter 
books and debentures. The quar- 
ter books are of two kinds; the 
one relates to the civil, the other 
to the military branch of the ord- 
nance. The civil quarter book 
contains the titles of all the offices 

in 
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in the feveral departments of the 
ordnance, and. fome other . offices, 
the duty of which :confifts both of 
land and fea fervice ; together, with 
the falaries or allowances, allotted 
to each office, and the fignature of 
the officers themfelves fet oppolite 
their falaries or allowances. The 
military quarter book contains the 
complete corps of engineers: it 
conlifts of the names of the ofkicers, 
their pay, and the fignatures of 
the agents who receive it. Thefe 
quarter books are entered in the 
ledger, and that entry is figned by. 
three or more board officers. This 
fignature is the authority to the 
auditor for the rate of the allow- 
ance; ahd the fignature. upon the 
quarter book, of the perfon rc- 
ceiving, is the evidence of the pay- 
ment. 

A debenture is an inttrument 
that defcribes the debt due from the 
ordnance : it contains —the name 
of the creditor—the fum due—the 
rate of computation—for what par- 
ticular fervice—the time when it 
was performed—and, whether pay- 
able out of money applicable to the 
land or fea fervice ; it is figned by 
three otlicers of the board, of whom 
the licutenant-general, or, in his 
abience, fome other board oflicer, 
and the clerk of the ordnance, muit 
be two. The debentures are num- 
bered, and fent to the auditor in 
bundles, with a lilt to each bundle, 
containing the number and date 
of each debenture, the name of the 
perfon entitled, and the fum. The 
debenture, indorled by the perfon 
named in it, or his ailignee, is the 
voucher to the auditor for the pay- 
ment. 

The laft clafs of payments en- 
tered in the ledger, is that of im- 
prefts paid; which comprehends 
every {um iffued upon account dur- 
ing the period of the account, and 


PAPER'S. 


the name of the perfon to whom it 
is iffued. The imprett bills which 
are the inftruments that authorif 
the treafurer to advance the mon % 
contain the fum to be: advancel 
the perfon to whom, and fometimes 
the fervice: thefe are never pro- 
duced to the auditor, but are re. 
tained by the treafurer until the 
impreits are vacated by debentures. 
after which, their end being - 
{wered, they are depofited with the 
other ordnance papers, in the Re. 
cord Room in the White Tower 
under the clerk of the ordnance, 
This impreft account is figned gt 
the foot of it by all the board off. 
cers, and is the authority by which 
the auditor allows the treafurer the 
articles contained in it. 

‘The auditor examines the come 
putations and cafiings in thee 
books, liits, and debentures ; and, 
having compared them with their 
correipondent entrics in the ledger, 
he from them forms the official ac- 
count; which agrees in fubfiftance 
with the account in the ledger, but 
is different in its form, and in the 
arrangement ot the articles. In 
the ledger, the payments, both upon 
the quarter books and by debea- 
tures, are entcred in the fame or- 
der in which they appear in thofe 
books, and in the debenture lis, 
diftinguithed oniy into payments 
for the land and fea fervice ; but 
in the official account they are dif- 
pofed and claffed under various 
diftinét heads of fervice, according 
to fuch divilions and arrangement 
as it has been cuftomary for the au- 
ditor to make ufe of in his office. 
Another difference is, that in the 
ledger the treafurer enters only the 
impretts paid by him during the 
time of the account; but the au- 
ditor in his account charges the 
treafurer with the total {um remain 
ing infuper at the foot of the pre 
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account, and difcharges him, 


ceding 
at the feot of the account depend- 


a, of fa much of that fum as 
remains uncleared by him, with 
the additian ofthe fum iffued by 
him up imprett during thr period of 
the account. 

At the end of the ledger, is an 
abfract of the whole account ; 
which, after the balance is agreed 
betwee n the treafurer and the au- 
ditor,-is figned by the treafurer, 
and attefted by him upon oath 
hefore one of the barons of the ex- 
chequer. 

The total charge upon the trea- 
account ! 


crore us, 1S 


furer, in the 
2,722,380). ats. 1ofd. of which 
p ) 1 . + 
1,752, 4]. ; . shape tum 
remaining infuper Upon the lait pre- 


The total dif- 


128. 77d. 18 


* 


ceding account. 


charge is 2,731,568!. 1%s. 43d. of 
which the jum remaining iniupet 


amount of the impretts 


(being the 
ifued by the feveral treafurers of 
the ordnance, from the yeal 
tothe 1Sth of December 1780, and 
not cle 


ired) is 2,09 2435 31. 7s. 44d. 


, 
ht ee - 


‘ 


and the balance of cath r emauning 
in the hands of the t realurer is— 
82ol. 135. 6d, ; 

This in juiry into the procre 
in gs ot the auditor of the impr eft, 


sclative to the accounts of the 
reafurcr of the ordnance, wave us 
no inficht intothe manner in which 
the bufinefs of the ordnance is 
conducted : to obtain this know- 
Iedze we had recourfe to the chief 
clerks, as the efficient othicers in 
the feveral branches of this depart- 
ment. We examined John Bod- 
dington, efq. fecretary to the board 
of ordnance: Robert Mackenzie, 
efq. fecretary ; and Mr. Nicholas 
Wittwer, minuting clerk to the 
lieutenant- -zeneral; John Vigden, 
efq. firft clerk in the ofhce of the 
furveyor-gene ‘ral; William Nettle- 


Sip, efy . tirft slerk to the clerk of 
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the ordnance ; Mr. Thomas Day, 
late clerk in the office of the ftore- 
keeper; and Mr. William Weaver, 
firft clerk to the clerk of the deli- 
veries. From thefe examinations, 
and froni the in{tructions for the 
government of the olhce of ord- 
nance, gis ven by kine Charles the 
Second,’ in the year’ 1683, fub- 
mitred to our infpection, and which, 
with very few alterations, are the 
rules that govern the otlice at this 
day, we have been enabled to ob- 
tain fome knowledge of the manner 
in which this extenfixe branch of 
the public expenditure is tranfs 
act a 4 1. 

The office of ordnance is govern- 
ed by a matter-general, and a board 
under him, all appointed by tepa- 

its letters patent. 

The board confitts of five prin- 
* cipal officers—the heutenant-gene- 
ral—the furveyor- general —the 
clerk ot the ordnance—the ttore- 
keeper—and, clerk of the delive- 
‘ies,—anv three of whom form a 
board. The matter-general and 
lieutenant-general are cach, by vir 
tue of his office, in two Capacities ; 
the one milita rYs the other civil: 
in their milttary capacity © the 
matter-ceneral 1s commander in 
chief, and the leutenant-general 
fecond in command, over the ar- 
ullery and te 

[In his civil capacity the mafters 
general is intrufied with the entire 
management of, and control over, 
the whole ordnance department : 
all warrants from the king, privy 
council, or, in fea affairs, trom the 
board of admiralty, and all letters 
from fecretanies of ftate, conveying 
orders relative to the ordnance, are 
directed, not to the board, but to 
the mafter-general ; and the board 
carry tl em into execution under 
his a thority, and in confequence 
of his direction: he can do alone 


any 
















































any act, which can otherwife, if 
he does not interpofe, be done by 
the board: he can order the iffue 
of money ; but that order mutt be 
executed in the eftablifhed mode, 
that is, by debenture figned by 
three eek officers. 

The board are fubordinate to the 
maiter-general: they act under 
him, purfuant to his fignificatious 
or directions: if he does not inter- 
pofe, they are competent of them- 
felves to carry on all the official 
bufinefs: they make contracts and 
agreements for the purchafe of 
{tores and performance of fervices, 
and direct the iffue of money and 
ftores; but if the matter-general 
chufes to exert the power intrufted 
to him, he can control all their 
actions. 

During the abfence of the mafter- 
general, or the vacancy of the 
office, the whole executive power 
devolves upon the board: all way- 
rants, letters, and orders, are di- 
xeted to the licutenant - general 
and principal officers: they can 
order, fign, execute, tranfa¢t, and 
perform every fervice or matter in- 
cident to the office of the ord- 
nance. 

The lieutenant-general, in his 
civil capacity, is the firft in rank 
among the members that compofe 
the board: his fignature is effential 
to a debenture, to warrant the pay- 
ment of it by the treafurer; unlefs 
he is abfent abroad, in which cafe, 
any other of the principal officers 
is empowered by the king’s inttrue- 
tions co fign it in his ftead ; or un- 
lefs, as has been ufual, bis majeity 
appoints an afliftant and deputy to 
the lieutenant-general, to act for 
him in his abfence. The prefent 
lieutenant-general has no deputy , 
the laft appointment of this kind 
was that of the furveyor-general, 


by warrant dated the 11th of April 
5 








PAPER §, 


1750+ Itis the duty, likewife, of 
this officer to fuperintend all ‘the 
officers and minitlers in the varions 
departments of the ordnance, and 
to fee that they perform the duties 
of their feveral employments, 

The other four principal officers 
have each of them, independent of 
his being a member of the board 
a feparate and diftin& branch of 
butinefs committed to his manage. 
ment. 

The furveyor-general, or mafter. 
furveyor, as he is ftyled in his pi. 
tent, is the fecond board officer; 
his peculiar duty is, as his title im. 
ports, to furvey all ftores received 
or returned into the ftore-houfes of 
the ordnance : he is interpofed asa 
check upon the quality and quanti« 
ty of the ftores received into the 
magazines: at the Tower he exe- 
cutes this duty by his clerks; at 
the out-ports, and foreign garrifons, 
officers called clerks of the furvey 
are appointed to this fervice, who 
reguiarly make their returns into 
his office. It is his province to ex- 
amine the account of every expen- 
diture; and therefore the price 
book, which cortains the price ak 
lowed by the board for every fpe- 
cies of flores and fervice, is lodged 
with him; and all bills for pay for 
{tores delivered, and fervices pers 
formed, with their proper vouch- 
ers, are tranfinitted to him for his 
examination and allowance: he 
compares the prices charged, and 
fees that they agree with the terms 
of the contract, agreement, wat- 
rant, or order, on which they are 
grounded: he examines and pafles 
the accounts of thofe officers, oF 
others to whom moncy has bee 
iflued on account; and after he has 
finithed his examination of any des 
mand or expenditure, he forms a 
bill,.figns it, and tranf{mits it 00 
the cierk of the ordnance, as the 
gwoun 
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nd for a debenture for pay- 
mente The repairs of the build 
- « belonging to the ordnance at 
igs ob : ; £ 
the Tower, and the direction o 
the artificers, workmen, and la- 
bourers there employed, are in- 
tru(ted to his care. 

Theclerk of the ordnance pre- 
fides in that Office, in which are re- 
corded and preferved all the origi- 
nal authoritics, inftruments, and 
vouchers, that warrant, deicribe, 
and authenticate the proceedings of 
the ordnance: he is the account- 
ant of the ordnance ; and as fuch, 
keeps the accounts of all the cafh 
and flores belonging to the whole 
department: he draws up the an- 
nual eftimate for parliament, and 
the monthly eitimate for the trea- 
fury. The treafurer fends him an 
account of the impreits from the 
exchequer, as foon as he receives 
them: the articles that compote the 
voluntary charge, and the imprefts 
vacated, originate from accounts 
examined and fettled in his office ; 
and the inftruments by which mo- 
ney is paid, or iffued, are formed 
by him. He makes out the quar- 
ter books for the payment of the 
officers, from the appointments, 
whether they are by commithon, 
patent, warrant, fignification, or 
order; all of which, with the fa- 
laries annexed to them, are entered 
in his office. All debentures for 
the payment of moncy, either for 
flores delivercd, or fervices per- 
formed, are made out by him, 
from the bills tranfmitted to him 
from the furveyor-general: he va- 
cates the impreits iffued to, or the 
debts due from, the perfons named 
in the debentures or quarter books, 
by entering {uch fums in the mar- 
gin: he draws all imprett bills or- 
deved by the board: he keeps the 
unprett account ; and is the pro- 


per officer to call upon. the fub-ac- 
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countants to clear their accounts : 
he prepares the official letters to 
the creafurer, directing the pay- 
ment of ready money debentures : 
he draws up, figns, and tranf{mits 
to him, the lifts of the debentures 
in courfe ordered for payment. 
Having by thefe means full know- 
ledge, and keeping ah account of 
the receipts and payments, he be- 
comes a check upon the treafurer. 
It is part of his duty to attend at 
the receipt and return of all ftores 
into the magazine of the ordnance 
at the Tower: he keeps a journal 
of thefe receipts and returns ; and 
has accefs to the journal kept by 
the cletk of the deliveries, for the 
iffues : from hence he forms a led- 
ger, and becomes a check upon the 
ftore-keeper. He takes his account 
of the receipts and iffues by the 
ftore-keepers of the out-ports and 
garrifons, from their accounts tranf- 
mitted to the board, and referred 
to his examination. 

The ttore-keeper (or principal 
ftore-keeper, as he is called, to dif- 
tinguifh him from other ttore-keep- 
ers) bas the cultody, and keeps the 
account of the ordnance and ftores 
received into, and iflued out of, the 
Tower. ‘The thore-keepers at the 
Out-ports and garrifons keep the 
accounts of the like articles under 
their charge; but their accounts 
are fubject to the examination beth 
of the principal tlore-keeper and of 
the clerk of the ordnance; and for 
that purpofe each ftore-keeper, and 
every other perfon who becomes 
accountable for flores (except the 
gunners of fhips) tran{imits an ac- 
count of his receipts and iffucs, 
with the vouchers and erders, to 
the board, who refer them to thefe 
two officers tor their joint examine 
ation. 

The clerk ef the deliverics is the 
officer who fuperintends and  - 
t 
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the account of the iffues of the 
fiores and ordnance: he prepares, 
purtuant to the direétion ot the 
board, an inftrument, called “a 
proportion,” directed to a ftore- 
keeper, authorifing him to iffue 
certain flores, particularly fpecitied 
toa place therein named: this in- 
ftrument, being figned by any three 
board oificers, he ow fn to the 
fiore-keeper as his warrant for che 
ifiue : he reccives from him the ar- 
ticles f{pecified, and delivers them 
to the perfon who is to receiv 
convey them; if the articl 
arms or ammunition, he take: 
indent, by which the perfon -re- 
ceiving engages to render an ac- 
count of them. 

Such being the duty of thefe of- 
ficers, both collectively as a board, 
and in their feparate capacities, we 
proceeded to inquire by what ge- 
neral rules the butinefs ot the ord- 
nance is conducted in the feveral 
aepartimc Nits. 

The bufinefs of the ordnance 
may be coniidered as comprehend 
ed under what relates to the re- 
ceipt, and what relates to the ex- 
penditure, of the money applicable 
to that fervice. 

The money provided for the 
ordnance fervice is received by the 
treafurer trom the exchequer : it is 
diftinguifhed under two heads—tor 
the land—and, for the fea fervice. 
The money for the land fervice is 
contained in two accounts —the ef- 
timate for the current year—and 
the account of fervices performed, 
and not provided for. The money 
for the fea fervice is 5]. per cent. 
of the fum granted by parliament 
for the feamen. 

Every year the clerk of the ord- 
nance draws up, and prefents to 
the Houfe of Commons, three ac- 
counts—firft, an eftimate for the 
current year—fecondly, an account 
of the expence of ferviees perform- 
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ed, and not provided for—and, 
thirdly, a flate of the debt of the 
ordnance’ [he eftimate is an ar- 
rangement of the ordnance fervices 
under general heads, and {tates the 
fum that will probably be wanted 
for each head of fervice during the 
year: it 1s divided into the ordi. 
nary, and, the extraordinaries, 
The ordinary comprehends the per- 
manent eftablifhme ents, and certain 
ulual fervices; the fons e(timated 
as neceflary to anfwer thefe efta- 
blilhments and fervices are taken or 
computed from what has been the 
ufval expence of them in the pre- 
ceding years. The extraordina- 
rics contitt wed fun 1s that will proba- 
bly be wanted in certain garrifons, 
either in Great + Bektaia or eliewhcre, 
or torcafualfervices ; thefeexpences 
are calculated either upon the etti- 
mates of engineers, relative to the 
coniiruction of new or the repairs 
of old works, in thofe g+rrifons or 
divifions ; or from the ufual annu- 
al expences of fuch catual fervices. 
—tLhe account ot the expence of 
fervices performed, and not pros 
vided for, includes fervices that 
were untorefcen, and the exceiles 
of expences beyond the provitions 
made tor them: it has been the 
ulage of office to infert likewife, in 
this account, fome fervices, which, 
though forefeen, were yet omitted 
in the eftimate; but the two lat 
eftimates have been formed witha 
view of avoiding as much as pof- 
fible, the neceflity of coming to 
parliament with an account of un- 
provided fervices. 

The ttate of the debt of the ord- 
nance, contains fuch of the debts 
incurred in all the preceding years 
as can be afcertained, and remain 
unpaid ; either no provifion having 
been made for them by parliament, 
or the provifion made for them 
having been otherwife applied. Af- 
ter the fums in the eftimate, and in 

the 





a wo © 2 fa tA 


PUBLIC 


the account of fervices performed, 
and not previded for, are voted, 
the clerk of the ordnance, at the 
requifition of the lords commif- 
fioners of the treafury, draws up a 
monthly eftimate, that is, a ttate 
of the fums that will probably be 
wanted in every month during the 
year, both for the land and fea fer- 
vice, diftinguifhing the current fer- 
vices from the payments in courfe : 
the fum, thus divided into twelve 
yarts, is compounded of the fum 
in the eftimate, the fum granted for 
the unprovided fervices, and the fum 
arifing from the five pounds per 
cent. of the vote for the feamen. 
This eftimate is tranfmitted to the 
treafury, and the board apply to 
them by memorial every month for 
the portion ftated for that month in 
the eflimate; it is iffued to the 
treafurer of the ordnance at fuch 
time as is convenient to the trea- 
fury. 

The ordnance money is employ- 
ed, in general, either in the pur- 
chafe of ftores and materials, or in 
yayments for fervices performed. 
ro come at a knowledge of the ge- 
neral rules by which thefe pur- 
chafes are made, and fervices con- 
duSed, it was neceflary to direct 
our inquiry to particular articles 
of bulinefs in the ordnance depart- 
ment, and to mark their progrefs 
through the feveral offices. The 
fubjects we felected were—the hire 
ef thips—the hire of horfes, con- 
ductors, and drivers for the artille- 
ry—contracts for bricks and tim- 
ber—fortitications—-g unpowder—- 
and ordnance. Upon thefe fubjecs 
we collected information from the 
officers of the ordnance above men- 
tioned, and likewife from the fol- 
lowing perfons, converfant in thofe 
particular branches ; viz. John Ju- 
lus Angeritein and John Thomp- 
fon, efquires, contractors with the 
board of ordnance for flipping ; 
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Thomas Dickenfon, efquire, fuper- 
intendant of fhipping ; Wilham 
Adam, efq. a contracter for bricks 
and timber ; colonel Mathew Dixon, 
commanding engineer at Plymouth ; 
major Wilham Congreve, deputy- 
controller of the king’s laboratory 
at Woolwich ; and major Thomas 
Blomefield, the infpector of ar- 
tillery. 

In moft of the tranfactions of this 
office, the dittinguifhing circum tan- 
ces to which we particularly direct- 
ed our attention, are—the contract, 
the execution—and the payment. 

Every contract or agreement is 
made by the board. The terms 
have ufually been fettled, cither in 
confequence of propofals delivered 
in, fometimes purfuant to adver- 
tifements, and fometimes upon the 
tender of the contractor without 
advertifements ; or, in confequence 
of appointments, by the maiter- 
general, of particular pe:fons to 
fupply certain fpecies of ftores or 
materials, or to perform certain 
branches of fervice ; but by a late 
refolution, the board have deter- 
mined for the future to advertife 
for every kind of ftores or fervices 
they fhall fland in need of. The 
prices agreed to by the board are 
entered in the price-book, by 
which the furveyor-general checks 
the prices charged in the bills de- 
livered to h'm for his examination 
and allowance, and regulates fu- 
ture contracts for the fame or fimi- 
lar fervices.—The execution is 
guarded by the fuperintendance of 
officers employed in the fervice: 
it is the duty of fome of them to 
take an account of, and examine 
the quantity and quality of all 
flores received into, or delivered 
out of, the magazines and of all 
materials fupplied and ufed for the 
works: it is the duty of others to 
fee that the fervices under their in- 
fpection are faithfully performed in 

{L) every 
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every article, according to the 
terms of the agreement. Upon the 
certificates ot thefe officers the 
board rely for the due execution of 
every undertaking, and ‘for the 
truth of every circumfta ance con- 
tained or implied in the inftru- 
ments to which thofe certificates 
are annexed ; and upon the credit 
ot them they direét the feveral 
payments. 

That thefe are the rules by which 
the board of ordnance conduct 
theintelves jn the execution of the 
bufinefs intrufted to their manaze- 
ment, we colleét trom the exaimuin- 
ation of the fubjects above men- 
tioned, 

Before the vear 1777, fhips for 
freight were proc ured. by the ord- 
nance, either in confe quence of ad- 
vertifements, or by the interven- 
tion of brokers: but in that year 
an officer was appointed, called the 
fuperintendant of fhipping, whofe 
bufinefs it is, either to look out for 


fuch fhips as the fervice may ftand 
in necd of, or, where flips are 
tendered in purfuance of advertife- 


ments, to examine the condition of 
them, and the propofals delivered 
in by the contractors, and report 
his opinion thereupon to the board : 
it is his duty likewife to affift at the 
valuation of the thip, ‘jigging and 
ftores. Government is bound by 
the charter-party, where a fhip is 
taken or rt wali? by the enemy, 
to pay to the owner the value of 
the thip, rigging, and ftores ; this 
makes it neceflary to fet a value 
upon them previous to her failing. 
Certain officers, of whom the fu- 
bythe band is One, arc appointed 
the board to take an inventory of 
| her rigging and ftores, and to 
make a valuation of them, and of 
the fhip: this valuation is figned 
by all the officers, and lodged with 
the clerk.of the ordnance. It is 
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not cuftomary to give notice to the 
owner of the time when this valu. 
ation-is to be made; he may have 
recourfe to it in the office where it 
is kept: if he fiens it, he confiders 
himfelf as bound by it, otherwife 
not. If the fhip be taken or de. 
ftroved by the enemy, the fum in- 
ferted in the valuation is paid to 
the owner, deducting 8s. per ton, 
per annum, for the wear and tear, 
The number of fips employed 
in the fervice of the ordnance, from 
the ift of January 1776 to the end 
of the year 1783, has been tio; 
and the nun ber of tons, 39.9343 
of which the annual expence, at 
138. per ton per m onth, the price 
fettled by the board, has been, upon 
an average, 311,485]. 4s. a year; 
that is, for feven years, exclufive 
of loffes and wages of extra fea. 
men, 2,180,396]. 3 
The hire of hortes, conductors, 
and drivers, for the fervice of the 
ordnance, during the late war, has 
been by contract. The obligation 
upon the contractor ts, to provide 
and iupply, from time to time, as 
many ot each as fhall be required 
by the board. The commander in 
chief reeulates the number and the 
time when they will be wanted. 
From the account of the number 
of horfes, conductors, and drivers, 
employed in the fervice of the ar- 
eae in England, from January 
73 to December 17 783, returned 
to ‘our requifition by the clerk of 
the ordnance, it appears that the 
eftablifhment for the train in Eng- 
land, from its commencement in 
May 1778 to the end of October 
1782, confifted of 1637 horfes, 32 
conducters, and 81 drivers. By 
a contract with Mr. Fitzherbert, of 
the year 17755 the full pay of the 
hories was 1s. gd. and of the con- 
ductors, 3s. a day; and of the 
drivers, 8s. a week each, They 
were 
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were kept continually in the fer- 
vice, either upon full or half-pay, 
and were raifed to full, or reduced 
to half-pay, in confequence of or- 
ders from the board to the contrac- 
tor: he was fupplied with forage 
for his horfes from the king’s ma- 
gazines, at 6d. the ration ; and for 
every horfe killed or taken by the 
enemy, he was to be paid rol. By 
acontract with Mr. Samuel Tewket- 
bury, in the year 1782, the full 
pay for a horfe was reduced to ts. 
oid. a day ; and the contractor was 
to pay for a ration the price paid 
by government, which was 103d. ; 
and he was bound to find jackets, 
caps, and feveral other articles, for 
the horfes and drivers, which were 
in the tormer contract found by go- 
vernment. The total expence to 
the public for this fervice, from the 
year 1778 to the year 1783, sp- 
pears, by an account from the ord- 
nance, to have been 233,385l. 18s. 


4d 


The check upon the perform- 
ance of this fervice is intrufted to 


the commiflary of horfe. The 
contractor paties, in the office of 
the furveyor-general, a monthly 
account, containing the number of 
horfes, conductors, and drivers, 
upon full and half-pay during that 
month, with the fums due to him 
for the hire : this account is certi- 
fied by the commiflary of horfe ; 
and the (urveyor-general relies upon 
that certificate for the truth of the 
account. 

Bricks were provided for the 
works at Chatham, in confequence 
of an advertifement, at one guinea 
per thoufand for the bricks, and 3s. 
for the carriage. 

Timber has been fupplied, and 
carpenters work done, Br the fer- 
vice of the ordnance, either by 
Contraét purfuant to advertifements, 
or under the fignification of the 
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matter-general. The performance 
of the contract for bricks was fu- 
perintended and checked by the 
principal engineer, and other offi- 
cers belonging to that corps; and 
in every diltrict where timber was 
delivered, or carpenter’s work done, 
an officer was appointed by the 
board to examine into the goodnefs 
of the materials, and the execution 
of the work ; and upon the certifi- 
cate of thefe officers the demands 
of the contractors are allowed. 

A fortification is erected by the 
commanding engineer, purfiant to 
an order from the matter-ceneral, 
for carrying a project into execu. 
tion according to an approved plan 
and eltimate : the commanding en- 
gineer forms the ettimate for the 
different fpecies of work by the 
eftablifhed prices in the office. Since 
October laft, propofals have been 
delivered to the board, in confe- 
quence of advertifements, for fup- 
plying timber and materials, and 
executing different {pecies of work 
in the building branch, at a lower 
rate than the old eftablifhed prices 
in the office: the propofals for the 
carpenters and bricklayers work at 
Plymouth, being at reduced prices, 
have been agreed to by the board : 
the propofals tor carpenters work 
at the ‘Tower, and in the Medway 
and Cinque Port divifions, are 
agreed to, but with a deduction of 
two and one quarter per cent, from 
the propoted prices in the Tower 
divilion ; thofe for the Portfmouth 
divifion are not yet fettled. 

Thefe works are executed part 
by contract, part by day-labour ; 
but no part is executed, and no 
materia!s provided, without the ex- 
prefs direction, in writing, of the 
mafier-general, or the board. The 
commanding engineer makes the 
contracts for the different work, 
upon fuch terms as have been ap- 
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proved of by the board: the la- 
bourers he procures himfelf, and 
fettles their wages, cither according 
to the ufual price of labeur in 
that country, or at fuch a rate as 
he can agree for; if foldiers are 
employed, the commander in chief 
regulates their pay: the fubaltern 
encincers and overfeers fuperintend 
the execution. ‘That part perform- 
ed by contract is paid for by mea- 
fure: the engineer or overieer ap- 
pointed to fuperintend it, makes his 
report every weck to the command- 
ing engineer, of the progrefs of the 
work ; and every three months, or 
oftener, the engineer and overfeer, 
in conjunction with a perfon on the 
part of the contractor, meafure the 
work, and tien the meafurement ; 
from whence is formed the bill, 
which contains the fpecies and 

uantity of the work, and the fums 
in to the feveral artificers : this 
bill, being figned by the command. 
ing engineer, and certitied by the 
fubaltern engineers and overfeers, 
is tranfmitted to the furveyor-ge- 
neral, as the ground for the pay- 
ment to the contractor. 

Labour is paid by the day, and 
the fame officers make a report 
every day to the ¢ommandiny en- 
gineer of the progrefs of the work, 
fpecifying the materials expended, 
and the perfons employed ; and 
from hence are formed the monthly 
pay lifts ; which being certified by 
two or more engineers or overfeers, 
are a ground for the order of the 
commanding engincer to the itore- 
keeper for payment. 

From an account of the fums 
that have been expended in the 
fortifications at Chatham, Portf- 
mouth, and Plymouth, from the 
beginning of the year 1770 to the 
end of the year 1783, it appears, 
that the expence to the public, for 
the works at Chatham, hag beca 
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144,009l. 15s. for thofe at Portf- 
mouth, 297,903]. 8s. and for thofe 
at Plymouth, 128,178]. 14s. 6d. 
together, s7o,ogil. 178. 6d. and 
from an extract of an ettimate of 
the whole expence which will pro- 
bably be incurred in completing 
the works therein mentioned, pre- 
fented to the houfe of commons, 
and tranfmitted to us by the fur- 
veyor-general, it appears, that the 
fum required this year for repairs, 
in the three divifions of Portf. 
mouth, Plymouth and Chatham, 
amounts to 68,co8l. and that the 
expence to the public in complet. 
ing certain of the works at Portf. 
mouth, will amount to above 
183,cool. and, to render both Portf- 
mouth and Plymouth complete, 

will require 4 or 500,000l. 
Gunpowder is manufactured by 
fewral perfons, under contracts 
with the board of ordnance; the 
man:factory of Feverfham, which 
belongs to government, not being 
able to turnifh them with near the 
quantity they want. The board 
fupply the contractor with faltpetre. 
The India company engage by their 
charter to provide for government 
500 tons every year, it demanded, 
at 531. per ton in time of war, and 
451. per ton in time of peace : the 
contractor engages, at the price of 
il. 7s. 6d. per barrel for work- 
manflip, to work 8olb. of double- 
refined faltpe:re into a barrel of 
gunpowder of 1oolb. neat weight, 
to hold and undergo the ufual proot 
and furvey. Before any gunpow- 
der ufed by government is received 
into the magazines, it undergoes, 
by order of the board, a proof at 
Purtleet. The only eftablifhed 
mode of proof was, by railing a 
given weight in a frame, called a 
vertical eprouvette, by a given 
quantity of powder; but by a courte 
of experiments lately made, by are 
der 
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der of the then mafter-general, with 
mortars, this mode has been found 
not to be a certain proof of the 
ftrength and goodnefs of the pow- 
der; for a powder, that with 2 
drachms would raife the vertical 
eprouvette 4 inches and 4%, would, 
with 3lb. range a fhell from a 13 
inch mortar 1103 yards only ; 
when another powder, that with 
the fame quantities would raife the 
eprouvette only 1 ineh and ,%, 
would range the fhell, 1112 yards: 
the repost upon thefe experiments 
is now under the contideration of 
the board of ordnance. The ofh- 
cers employed in making and fuper- 
intending this proof are, the con- 
troller of the kings laboratory at 
Woolwich (or, in his abfence, the 
deputy) the chief fire-mafter, the 
afliitant fire-matfter, the ftore-keeper, 
the clerk of the furvey, and the 
clerk of the check at Purfleet. 
After every proof, a report of the 
quantiiy and ftate of the powder 
proved, ligned by the controller, 
the two fire-mafters, and the ftore- 
keeper, is made to the matter- 
general and the board; who, in 
confequence of that report, direct 
what powder fhall be recived as fer- 
viceable into the king’s magazines. 

The ordnance are either ef brafs 
or iron. All the brafs ordnance 
are caft in the royal foundry at 
Woolwich. The iron are catt by 
contract, at foundries in different 
parts of the kingdom, and are de- 
livered to the ftore-keeper at Wool- 
wich: the contrac¢tor is bound to 
caft them, agreeably to moulds 
fent to him by the board, at 181. a 
ton, fubject to fuch turvey and 
proof as the board fhall direct ; 
and if a concealed defect in any one 
gun is difcovered, all the guns be- 
longing to that contractor, laid 


down tor a proof at that time, are 
ejected. Superintending the prooi 
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was formerly intrufted to officers in 
the civil department of the ord- 
nance ; the furveyor-general, with 
other civil officers, were prefent at 
the firft day’s proot ; the board at- 
tended the fecond day : but by his 
majeity’s warrant, dated the 24th 
of January 1783, this duty is tranf- 
ferred to the officers of the ar- 


tillery ; it is now executed by the 


infpector of artilley, with the ailitt- 
ant-infpector, and proof-matter. 

Every gun undergoes firft an 
examination, and then a proof. 
The examination is performed with 
inftruments calculated to difcover 
errors in the form and pofition of 
the bore, and to afcertain whether 
the conftruction is agreeable, in 
every refpect, to the mould fent as 
a pattern to the gun-founder. The 
proof is, firft, two days with gun- 
powder, and a fearch after each 
firing ; then by forcing water into 
the bore; and laftly, by an in- 
fpection of the inward furface, 
effected by throwing into it a quan- 
tity of light, by means of a mirror, 
which frequently difcovers conceal- 
ed defects, that efcape every other 
examination and proof. If the 
gun ftands thefe examinations and 
proofs, to a degree fufficient in the 
judgment of the infpector, it is 
received into his majefiy’s ftores, 
upon a report to the board, figned 
by the infpector of artillery, the 
affittant-infpector, and the proof- 
malier. 

From the information we have 
thus collected, relative to the con- 
tract and execution, it appears that 
the fecurity to the public, for the 
faithful performance of the impor 
tant fervice of the ordnance, reits 
upon the know!edge, attention, and 
integrity with which the centracts 
are made, and the ability, dili- 
gence, and filelity which fuper- 
ivtend and guard the executian. 
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The payments are made either 
by the treafurer, or by certain offi- 
cers intruited with money to dit- 
charge particular fervices. ‘There 
are two modes of payment by the 
trealurer, the one upon quarter 
books, the other by del venture. 
The quarter-books are made out 
by the clerk of the ordnance, from 
the eflablifhments and inftruments 
of appointment depofited in his ot- 
fice ; and contain the names of the 
officers, and the falarics, allow- 
ances, or wages, annexed to the 
offices, or expreffed in the appoint- 
ments: thefe quarter-books, hav- 
ing been figned by three board- 
oflicers, are tranfmitted every quar- 
ter to the treafurer for payment.— 
The debentures are formed by the 
fame officer, from bills fent to him 
by the furveyor-general. Every 
demand upon the ordnance is exa- 
mined and compared with the vou- 
chers in the office of the furveyor- 
general, and mutt receive his allow- 
ance, he then reduces it into the 
torm of a bill, and fends it to the 
clerk of the ordnance, who from 
thence makes out the debenture, 
rocures to it the fgnature of the 
ceakatieanh and delivers it to 
the perfon entitled ; and when or- 
dered by the board for payment, 
it is difcharged by the treafurer. 
The debentures are of two kinds 
—ready money —and in courte. 
This diftinétion is grounded upon 
the time when the holder becomes 
entitled to receive his money ; that 
time is either expreffled or implicd 
in the contract. The ready money 
debenture is to be paid as foon as 
it can be made out, or as foon after 
as the board have money to pay it. 
For the debentures in courfe there 
is no limited time of payment: 
when the board are fupplied with 
money for this fervice, thefe de- 
bentures are claffed according to 
the months in which they bear date, 


that is in which the fervices are 
performed ; and as many of thofe 
claffes taking them in courfe, next 
the month laft paid, are ordered for 
payment, as the itate of the cath 
will allow. Upon every contraé& 
it is underftood that the payment 
of the demands grounded upon it 
fhall be in courfe, unlefs it is ex. 
prefsly itipulated that they fhall be 
made with ready money. As the 
debentures are diftinguifhed, fo are 
the orders for payment; the ready mo- 
ney debentures are directed to be 
paid by letters of payment ; the de- 
bentures in courfe, by lifts. The 
clerk of the ordnance lays before 
every board a ftate of the cath, with 
an account which of the ready mo- 
ney debentures require payment, 
and what fums fhould be advanced 
on account; and if the cafh be 
fufficient, he likewife produces to 
them an account of the amount of 
the debentures made out in courfe, 
for as many months next fucceed- 
ing the month lait paid, as the 
cath will difcharge. The board hav- 
ing ordered for payment fuch of 
the ready money debentures as they 
judge expedient; the clerk of the 
ordnance prepares and fends to the 
board the official letters: each of 
them contains the date of the de- 
benture it orders him to difcharge, 
the fum, and the perfon to whom 
payable: and muft be figned by 
the clerk of the ordnance, and two 
more of the board-officers. The 
board having likewife determined 
the numbers « of months they intend 
to pay of the debentures in courfe, 
always faking the months | in regu- 
lar fucceilion, the clerk of the ord- 
nance makes out a lilt of thofe de- 
bentures: this lift muit be tigned 
by three board-officers, and 1 is re- 
tained in the office. A copy of it, 
figned by him alone, is fent to the 
treafurer. Public notice is given 
when money is odered for the pay- 
ment 
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ment of debentures-in courfe ; and 
a lit of all the debentures of both 
kinds, that are in courfe of pay- 
ments, is hung up in the hall of 
the office of ordnance. The other 
officers intruited with the payment 
of money are—the meflenger to the 
board —the paymatter to the ar- 
tillery-—the commiflary and the 
paymatter to the train of artillery 
ferving abroad—and, the _ftore- 
keeper at an out-pert or garrifon. 

Mr. John Daniel Lauzun, the 
meiienger to the board, gave us 
an account of the payments made 
by him. This officer is employed 
to pay the wages of the furbifhers, 
artificers, and labourers at the 
Tower, the land and window tax 
for the Tower, the ftoppages of 
artificers belonging to the train of 
artillery ferving abroad, and fome 
other fmall expences of courfe, to- 
gether with whatever other articles 
he receives the particular orders of 
the boatd to difcharge. Upon appli- 
cation to them, and laying betore 
them the ftate of his cafh, they direét 
money to beimprefted to him forthefe 
purpofes. The bills for the furbith- 
ers, artificers, and labours, are paid 
every month; and each bill has the 
fignature of fome particular offi- 
cers, on whom the board rely for 
the truth of the articles contained 
init. Every fix months, the ac- 
counts of the meflenger are pafled 
by the furveyor-general, and his 
impretts vacated, 

Richard Bethel Cox, efq. who 
has been employed in the ofhice of 
the late paymafter ot the artillery, 
gave us information relative to the 
bulinefs tranfacted in that depart- 
ment. The paymaitter of the ar- 
tilery pays the monthly fubfiience 
of the corps of artillery at home, 
and in the Mediterranean, and de- 
trays the contingent expences of 
that corps, purfuant to the orders 





of the board of ordnance, who if- 
fues ‘ums to him from time to time, 
on account, for thefe purpotes. ‘The 
fubfiftence and contingencies of the 
artillery ferving in America, aod 
the Weit Indies, are paid by p»y- 
matters refident there, and appoint- 
ed by the board to that fervice: 
thofe in Canada obtain the fums 
they want by drawing upon the 
paymatter at home ; the rett either 
draw upon the board of ordnance, 
or receive their money by remit- 
tances from contractors: but all 
thefe fums, by whatever means they 
obtain them, are charged to the 
account of the pageeee at home ; 
for he is paymatter of the whole 
corps of artillery; and, therefore, 
he examines and paffes the accounts 
of thofe paymafters abroad, as far 
as relates to the fubfiftence and 
contingencies, and pafies himfelf 
the accounts of the whole corps in 
the othice of the furveyor-general— 
This office having been executed 
by two perfons, we required from 
them an account of the public mo- 
ney remaining in their hands, cuf- 
tody or power, as paymatters to 
the royal artillery. The account 


returned to us is dated the 31 ft of ‘ 


March 1734, and flates to be due 
to them from the board, a balance 
of 16,056]. 108. 11jd.: this ba- 
lance conhits of an iffued fubfitt- 
ence advanced by them, and fums 
due to them for agency and fala- 
ries. ‘The fubliftence itiued by the 
board to the paymatfler is computed 
upon the eftablithment at home, and 
in the Mediterranean; but there 
are others of the corps for whom 
he is obliged to ifiue fublilence ; 
fuch as foldiers doing duty at home, 
but belongiag to the companies a- 
broad, and {upernumeraries muf- 
tered with the companirs at home, 
but defigned to recruit the compa- 
nies abroad; for thefe the borad 
(L 4) iffue 
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iffue nofubfiftence to the paymatiers 
at home, bacaufe they are confidered 
as belonging to the companies 
abroad, and fubfifled with them; 
but the commanding officers of the 
different detachments and compa- 
nies at home, draw upon him fer 
fums on account to pay this fub- 
fiftence, and return to him month- 
ly pay-lifts as their vouchers. 

The laft account paffed by the 
paymafter is that of the year 1776. 
As each year’s account includes the 
receipts and payments of the pay- 
matters abroad during that year, 
the events in America have delayed 
thefe accounts; the vouchers for 
the accounts of the detachment 
taken prifoners at Saratoga, fubfe- 
quent to the year 1776, were uot 
received until December laft. 

James Frafer, efq. late acting 
paymatter to the arullery, ferving 
with the army in North America, 
defcribed te us the fervice which 
that officer is intrufted to execute. 

‘The payment of the fubfiftence 
and contingencies of the corps of 
artillery is a different fervice from 
that of paying the expences attend- 
ing the train of artillery : the fame 
aig generally executes both ; 

ut in the one fervice he acts as 


deputy to the paymafter of the ar- 
tillery at home, and paffes his ac- 
counts with him; in the other he 
is an accountant to the board, and 
pafies his accounts in the office of 


the furveyor-general. As commif- 
fary and paymatler to the train, 
it is his duty to defray every ex- 
pence attending it, both civil and 
military, purfuant to the orders of 
the commanding officer of artillery. 
The board of ordnance fupply him 
with money for this fervice, either 
by remittances from home, or by 
accepting bills of exchange drawn 
by him, and attefled by the com- 
manding officer of artillery. In 


PAPER S&S. 


the year 1776 the artillery were 
fupplied with waggons, horfes, and 
drivers, by the quarterma fier-ge. 
nerul; and his bills were paid b 
the ordnance: fince that time the 
waggons have moft of them been 
conitructed, and the horfes pur. 
chafed by government, as a mode 
lefs expenfive to the fervice. The 
conductors, artificers, and labour. 
ers, are paid by monthly pay-litts, 
formed in the office from mufter-rolls 
fent thither by the acting commif. 
fary of ftores, who fuperintends the 
mutters. The number of days they 
have been employed is taken from 
a check-lift certified by the over- 
feer of the work. The price of la- 
bour is according to a rate efta- 
blithed long ago by the board of 
ordnance, and adopted in America. 
The commiflary of tlores having 
certified by his fignature to the 
truth of the pay-lift, and the com- 
manding officer of ariillery having 
figned upon it, an order for the 
payment, the perfons therein nam- 
ed are paid at the office, by the 
paymafter or his clerks, and fign 
their names or fet their marks op- 
polite to the fums they receive. 

Bills for flores and materials are 
examined and attefled by the com- 
miffary of flores; and upon this 
atteftation the commanding officer 
relies for the truth of every cir- 
cumitance in the bill, and dire¢ts 
the payment accordingly ; and two 
witneffes attelt the receipt. The 
pay lifts and bills thus verified and 
authenticated, are the paymatter’s 
vouchers in the office of the fur- 
veyor-general. 

A ttore keeper at an out-port or 
garrifon becomes an accountant 
trom having money imprefted to 
him, to enable him to ‘fulfil the 
orders of the chief engineer in that 
divifion. He is the oficer appoint- 
ed to pay the labourers: the pay- 


lias, 
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jitts, which contain the names of 
che perfons, and the fums they are 
inutled to, require the ceriificate 
of the engineers employed in the 
work (to which is generally added 
that of the overfeers), and the order 
of the chief engineer for payment ; 
the receipts are witnefled, by two 
officers. ‘The pay-lift, thus per- 
fected, is the ftore-keeper’s vouch- 
er. He generally, every quarter, 
fends up to the furveyor-general an 
abftract of his payments during the 
quarter, with the vouchers, and 
his affidavit annexed, veritying 
thofe payments. 

We found in the accounts of the 
treafurer af the ordnance as in 
thofe of the treafurer of the navy, 
and pay-mafter-general of the forces, 
the names of many perfons, to 
whom money has been impreited, 
and whofe accounts are unfettled, 
We iffued our precepts to the au- 
ditors of the impreft, for a litt of 
the perfons remaining infuper upon 
the accounts of the treafurer of the 
ordnance, from the 26th of March 
1673, the moft remote date in the 
account before us, to the 31ft of 
December 178c¢: two litts were re- 
turned to this rexuifition ; the one 
contained the names of the perfons 
to whom money had been imprett- 
ed between the 26th of March 
1673, and the sft of December 
1-14, with the fums for which 
they feverally ttand accountable, 
amounting together to 71,5581. gs. 
3 d.; the other comprehended the 
names ot the perfons, and the like 
itlues, from thar time ro the end of 
December 1780, the amount of 
wh.ch is 1,770,683]. 148. 73d. As 
many of thefe fub-accountants 
nicht have paffed their accounts 
fince December 1782, or may be 
now pafling them, we trantmitted 
thete two Ints to the board of ord- 
Rahee ; se Wiring from them an ac- 
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count of the perfons who either 
have paffed, or are now pafling the 
accounts of the fums they ftand 
charged with. By the return te 
this requifition it appears, chat 
none of the accounts inferted in 
the firit litt are either pafled or 
paffing; but that fums in the fe- 
cond lit, amounting to 1,267,7671. 
8s. 3d. either have been pafled fince 
December 1780, or are at this 
time in a train of being paffed: we 
have, therefore, omitted the ac- 
counts under both thefe defcrip- 
tions, and inferted in the appendix 
the remaining fub-accountants on- 
ly, whofe accounts are ttl depend- 
ing, and who are taking no fteps 
towards their final adjuttment. The 
fum thus reinaining infuper upon 
this litt is s02,9161. 6s. 44d. ; 
which being added to 71,5881. gs. 
33d. the amount of the firit hit, 
makes the total fum iffued on ac- 
count, and {till depending, in the 
ofice of the ordnance 574,5041. 
158. Std. 

We find in the progrefs of this 
inquiry, regulations lately adopted 
in this office, tending to produce 
beneficial effects to the public. We 
fhall, in the courte of our obferva- 
tions, fuggeit fuch further regula- 
tions as may in our judgment ap- 
pear practicable and ufetul. 

The mode of forming the efti- 
mate tor the ordnance fervice, long 
in ule in this office, is fundament- 
ally detective. ‘he defign of an 
ellimate is to inform the Houfe of 
Commons what fum will probably 
be required for any fervice in the 
enfuing year, in order that the le- 
giflature may, out of the public 
revenue, provide and appropriate a 
portion adequate to that fervice, 
and thus the nation have an early 
knowledge how much they will be 
obliged to raife tor the moft confi- 
derable expences of the ftace, ye 
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for the fupport of their government, 
credit, and fecurity : every eflimate 
ought therefore to be as complete 
and comprehenfive as the experi- 
ence and forefight of intelligent of- 
ficers can form it; and yet, fince 
the year 1720, every annual eiti- 
mate for the ordnance fervice has 
been attended with an account of 
fervices performed and not provided 
for, and fometimes to an amount 
exceeding the fum in the eftimate. 
Mott of the fervices in thefe ac- 
counts were fuch as might have 
been, many fuch as were actually 
foreleen; but the ufage of office 
warranted the omiifion of them: 
the eftimate of the year 1783, form- 
ed with a view of comprehending 
every probable expence of the year, 
appears by the account of the un- 
provided fervices for that year, pre- 
fented to the Houfe of Commons, 
with the eftimate for this year, to 
have been deficient 111,6341. 9s. 
6d.; and thus every year has been 
incumbered with more than its ewn 
burthens, with expences that be- 
longed to, and ought to have been 
borne by, the revenue of preceding 
years. Nor is this the only griev- 
ance; a debt has been accumulat- 
ing, for fervices not included in 
any preceding either annual efli- 
mate, or annual account of unpro- 
vided fervices, until it has amount- 
ed, as appears by the ttate of that 
debt prefixed to the eftimate of the 
prefent year, and that imperfect (as 
far only as it can be afcertained) to 
$74,1961. 7s. 6d. Hence the offi- 
cers of this board have been oblig- 
ed to hazard the exercife of powers 
not warranted by the conititution : 
they have applied public money to 
other fervices than thofe to which 
jt was appropriated, and involved 
the nation in debrs without the con- 
fent, or even the knowledge, of 
parliament; rendering themfelves 
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obnoxious to parliamentary cen. 
fure. It has been ufual to leave 
out of the eftimate the demand for 
the fea-fervice: the fund applied 
to that fervice is sl. per cent. of 
the fum voted for the feamen ;—g 
fund that bears no certain propor. 
tion to the expence; it has never 
been fufficient during the late war : 
the deficiency in one year was 
260,0001.; and this has been one 
of the fources of the accumulation 
of the debt, 

As the office of ordnance fup- 
plies the navy as well as the army 
with every article the fervice re- 
quires from that department, it 
feems as proper that the eflimate 
fhould contain, and the fum grant. 
ed upon it include, the demand for 
the one fervice as for the other: it 
may be as ealily computed, and 
renders the eftimate more uniform 
and complete. No good reafon 
occurs why, in the formation of a 
fund for a particular fervice, a por- 
tion of it fhould be borrowed from 
a fum, voted in a different eftimate, 
for a different fervice : it ferves on- 
ly to render the account compli- 
cate, without any advantage to 
arife from it. 

The ettimate fhould not only in- 
clude every forefeen and probable 
expence, and every ordnance fer. 
vice; but the fervices fhould be 
diftinguifhed and ranged, as far as 
poflible without becoming too mi- 
nute, under defined heads, that the 
Houfe of Commons may be enabled 
to form a previous judgment upon 
the propriety of each fervice, and 
upon the quantum of the fum re- 
quired for it. It is much eafier to 
prevent the incurring an expence 
than to refufe to allow it after it is 
incurred, There can be little dit- 
ficulty in forming an accurate and 
perfect ettimate, adapted to the or- 
dinary occafions of the fervice : the 

officer 
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officer may judge, almoft to a cer- 
tainty, from the experience of for- 
mer years (independent of fuch 
fudden emergencies as are beyond 
the reach of human forefight) what 
fum will be wanted for each head ; 
and, fhould the provition exceed 
the demand, the excefs may be 
well applied in increafing the tund, 
fhould happily fuch a tund be efta- 
blithed, for reducing the debt of 
the public. 

The determination of the board 
of ordnance, in the beginning of 
the year 1782, to advertif- tor the 
different articles wanted in every 
branch of the fervice, is a regula- 
tion that has produced advantage 
to the public, the contract for the 
hire of horfes, conductors and 
drivers, of the year 1782, in con- 
fequence of advertifements, was 
made upon terms more favourable 
to the public than that of the year 
1775: 8d. upon the hire, and 
47d. in the ration, -for every 
horfe per day is a contiderable fav- 
ing: it would have been, in the 
hire of 1637 horles, the number 
upon the eftablifament from the 
18th May, 1778, to the end of 

tober 1722, that is for four years 
five months and thirteen days, fup- 
poling them upon full pay tor half 
the time, and upon half pay for 
the other hall, 68,0231. 113. ;—and 
the faving upon the ration for the 
fame number, during that period, 
fuppoting them fupplied the whole 
year, would have been 52,68ol. 
148. together 121,304]. ss. exclu- 
five ot the favings to government 
by not providing the jackets, caps, 
and various other articles tor 
the drivers. 

By a report of the furveyor-ge- 
neral to the board of ordnance, 
dated the 10th of May 1783. part 
ot which we have inierted in the 
appendix with the accounts it refers 
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to, it appears, that, had the forti- 
fications at Portfmouth, therein 
mentioned, being executed b 
meaiurement and contract, the dit. 
ference in favour of the public had 
been 55,0571. 8s. 6$d.; and to 
complete them by contract will be 
a faving to the public of 36,gral. 
15% 34.—The price at which tim- 
ber and other materials are fup- 
plied, and different {pecies of work 
in the building branch are execut- 
ed, has been reduced in confe- 
quence of this regulation. 

In an inquiry relative to the ar- 
ticle ot gunpowder, we find, that 
the principal depofir in this part of 
the kingdom, for the gunpowder 
belonging to government, is at 
Purfleet ; it contifts of five maga- 
zines, placed at the diftance of 58 
feet from each other: the quantity 
of gunpowder in ftore, according 
to the lait return of the officers 
there, was 3<,406 barrels; con- 
taining roolb. each ; and 72; 2 half 
barrels; that is 3,903,200lb. of 
gunpowder; and, fhould any one 
of the’e magazines take fire, it is 
hardly poflible but they mutt all be 
blown up together. Reflecting 
upon the confequences that muit 
inevitably send fuch an explo- 
lion, we are of opinion, that the 
danger ariling from the fituation 
and circumitances of thele maga- 
zines, is an object that demands 
the immediate attention of the le- 
gillature. 

The application to the treafury 
for money, by the board of ord- 
nance, is made every month, for 
fuch a portion of the total com. 
pound fum applicable to the fer- 
vice, as is flated in the monthly 
ettimate formed by the clerk of the 
ordnance, for the ule of the com- 
miflioners of the treafury. The 
money is iffued to the treafurer of 
the ordnance, and remains in his 
hands 
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hands until the inftruments direé- 
ing the payments are produced to 
hin by the perfons intitied: after 
his refignation, the board continue 
to direct him to make payments, 
until his balance is nearly exhauft- 
ed; and when his final account is 
fettled, he pays what remains in 
his hands to his ficeeffor: hence, 
in a quick fucceflion otf treafurers, 
many balances aye exilling at the 
fame time in the hands of ditterent 
treafurers, many different accounts 
are open and carrying on together ; 
there are at this time four accounts 
of treaturers open for payments. 
Uniformity in the courfe and 
modes of tranfacting the bufinefs 
of the public ought to be introdu- 
ced and purfued, as far as is prac- 
ticable in fimilar offices: it cautes 


the intercourle between offices con- 
nected to be carried on with greater 
eafe and expedition, and facilitates 
the means of 
knowledge to 


acc quiring official 
thofe perfons who 
pafs through the different depart- 
ments of the flate to the high fta- 
tions of adminiitration ; and thus, 
when a regulation is clearly of ge- 
neral utiliry, it fhould be extended 
to every office, the conftitution and 
objects of which will admit of the 
application. The legiflature have 
ettablifhed important regulations in 
the office of the pavmatter-general 
of his majetiy’s forces: regulutions 
fuggetied by us to be equally ap- 
plicable to the office of treafurer of 
the navy, and which, in the judg- 
ment we have formed upon this 
prefent inquiry, may with equal 
propriety be extended to the office 
of treafurer of the ordnance. 

The com miilioners of the treafury, 
whofe duty it is to guard the public 
treafure, both againit fuperfiuous 
and mprovident iffues, fhould, be- 
fore they direct any iffue, have 
knowledze of the fum remainin: 
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unapplied in the hands of the offi- 
cer—foliciting the iffue, and of the 
fervices for which the fupply is re. 
quired : : the defects in the annual 
eitimate for the ordnance fervice 
manifeitly fhew, that the monthly 
eftimate, formed in the beginning 
of the year, upon a conjecture what 
fervices will arife, and what fums 
will be wanted, in every fuccetlive 
month of that year, can never 
convey to the commiffioners of the 
treafury, the accurate knowledve 
they ought to poffefs previous to 
the direction ot every ifive ; and, 
therefore, we are of opinion, that 
in every memorial pretented to the 
commiiioners ot the treafury tor a 
fupply of money tor the fervice of 
the ordnance, the total {um remain- 
ing unapplied in the hands, or on 
the account of the treafurer of the 
ordnance, ought to be inferted, to- 
gether with the fervices that are 
the eround of the requifition. 

‘The legitlature have transferred 
the cuttody ot the cafh tor the army 
fervices, trom the paymalier-gene- 
ral tothe Bank of England, upon 
the folid ground of preventing the 
pofibility of an accumulation of 
public money in the hands of pub- 
lic officers: this prevident regula- 
tion fhould be univerfal: it fhould 
be extended to every office capable 
of admitting it. The effects fiow- 
ing from the want of it are ftill tele 
by the public: fums liquidated, 
long-iffued, unapplied, fubject to 
no demand for public fervice, ave 
not yet reftored to the poffeiiion and 
ufe of government. We are there- 
fore of opinion, that all the moncy 
for the fervice of the ordnance 
fhould be iffued to the Bank of 
England, and placed to the account 
ot the treafurer of the ordnance, 
fubject only to his drafts upon the 
governor and company of the Bank 
of England, tor ordnance sayy | 

an 
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and that, upon the death, refigna- 
tion, or removal, of every treafurer 
of the ordnance, the ba'ance on the 
credit of his account fhould, upon 
the appointment of a fuccefior, vett 
in, and be carried over to the ac- 
count of fuch tucceffor. 

The terms upon which the con- 
tracts are made relative to the pay- 
ment of the debentures in courte, 
are not the mott beneficial to the 
public : the contractor underftands, 
at the time he makes his terms, 
that, without an exprefs ftipula- 
tion, he {s not to be paid ready 
money for the articles he fupplies, 
or the fervice he pertorms, but 
mutt wait until he comes in turn. 
Atrer thofe creditors are fatisfied 
whofe demands are ef a prior date: 
he knows too, that there itands be- 
fore him a long litt of unfatisfied 
arrears ; and he can form no judg- 
ment to what period the increafing 
emergencies otf the ftate may pro- 
tract his payment, he is to be al- 
lowed no intereft for his debt ; and 
his debenture will be for a fum fo 
great as to be out of the reach ot 
common purchafers. Under thete 
circumftances, in order to fecure to 
himfelf a fair and reafonable profit 
upon his contraét, he mutt calcu- 
late what will be the value dt mar- 
ket of the fecurity he is to receive 
for his debt; and he calculates 
this value, not at the price thofe 
fecuritics bear at that time, or have 
borne at any proceeding period, but 
according to the loweit price to 
which the declining ftate of public 
credit may deprefs them: agree- 
able to fuch an ettimate, he frames 
the terms of his propofals; and thus 
is government compelled to pur- 
chaie, atan extravagant rate, thofe 
articles that are affential to the de- 
fence and fecurity of the kingdom. 
Public credit is depreffed by the 
humter of its fecurities at market ; 
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and we fee the return, without the 
blefiings of peace. She ordnance 
debentures have been lately at a 
difcount of 33 per cent. It is a 
difgrace to a nation, to fuffer the 
demands upon them to be brought 
to murket fo depreciated, as to ba 
fold at a price fixed by the courtefy 
ot the purchaier, and accepted trom 
the neceility of the public cre- 
ditor. 

It is the part of a wife and faith- 
ful government to guard againtt 
thefe mifchiefs in their future con- 
tracts. The cheapeit of all bar- 
gains, in public as in private lite, 
is that made with ready money. If 
prompt payment be impracticable, 
a ftated time ef payment, ftricily 
kept, is the next eligible method ; 
and, lait of all, an allowance of 
interett, according to the current 
value of money, punctually paid, 
upon fecurities eafily newoctable. 

Ordnance debentures are trequent- 
ly made out for the amount of the 
demands, and, containing large 
fums with fractions, are negociated 
with difficulty and lols: to give 
them that facility ot circulation 
which, tor the credit of the ftute, 
ought to attend all their fecurities, 
the fractions fhould be )aid to the 
creditor in cafh, and the integral 
fum dittributed into debentures or 
bills for even fums, not exceeding 
200l. each, and made transferrable 
with as little formality as India 
bonds or exchequer bills; and by 
that means they will bear an equal 
value in the market. ‘Thefe regu- 
lations extended to every board in- 
trufted with the public expenditure, 
will enable them to treat upon 
terms more favourable to the pub- 
lic, and tend to the attainment ot 
that creat object, fo needtul in 
every department of the fhate, a 
frugal adminiftration of the public 
revenue, 
this 
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this kind into execution requires 
an efficient fund: it fuppofes that 
the produce of the revenue fhall 
keep pace, at leaft, with the expen- 
diture; it fuppofes a ftate of afflu- 
ence. ‘That the nation may be re- 
ftored to fuch a ftate, it is the duty 
of every individual fubject to lend 
his atlittance, to the extent of his 
abilities: private opulence is equal 
to the tafk ; public jullice and pub- 
lic credit demand the exertion: a 
wife and frugal management on the 
part of government, and a fubmif- 
fion to the payment of productive 
taxes on the part of the fubtect, 
will accomplifh this neceflary end. 
It is unneceffary for us to urge 
the propricty of procceding to a 
ret examination into the volu- 
minous lifts of fub-accountants, 
that fwell the official accounts of 
every treafurer of the ordnance, in 
every year: wenced not repeat the 
reafons we have given, in our re- 


ports upon the pay-otlices of the 
navy and army, for liquidating the 
like accounts between the govern- 
ment and the fubject, exiiling in 


thofe offices. The board of ord- 
nance have it in contemplation to 
call upon the fub-accountants to 
clear their imprefts; and for this 
purpofe, by their order, dated the 
22d of January laft, they have di- 
rected the clerk of the ordnance to 
prepare for them a lift of the im- 
prefts remaining in force, and of 
the debts due to the ordnance. 
That moft ufeful and neceffary 
regulation, the abolition of all fees, 
gratuities, and rewards, and the 
dubflitution of certain fixed falaries 
in their ftead, being adopted in the 
office of ordnance, and by his ma- 
jefty’s warrant of the 24th of Ja- 
nuary 1783, before alluded to (wich 
the exceptions therein mentioned), 
we are relieved from any enquiry 
into the quantum and fources of the 
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profits of the feveral officers employ. 
ed in this extenfive department, 
In the eftablifhment annexed to, 
and carried into execution by, that 
warrant, a falary is appointed to 
each office ; and the annual amount 
of them, together, 1s 34,457]. 18. 
6d. 

In every office, thofe perfons 
who prefide, and are intrutted with 
the fuperintending power and con- 
trol over the whole, having full 
knowledge of the bufinefs allotted 
to each divifion, are the proper 
judges what number of officers and 
iminifters are neccilary, and what 
indullry and talents are requifite 
for the performance of every branch 
of the duty: it muft reft upon their 
judgment and fidelity to the public, 
that neither the number nor fala- 
rics exceed the demands of the fer- 
vice. Before this regulation was 
in force, fees and gratuities, under 
the fanction of cuttom, were paid 
by the contractor, in various ttages 
of his tranfaction with the office, 
from the procuring his contract, to 
his payment by debenture: a con- 
tract for the hire of a fhip of 700 
tons, 20 months in the fervice, coft 
the contractor, in agency, fees, and 
gratuities, 3521. One per cent. the 
cuflomary poundage for agency 
only, upon 2,180,396]. the amount 
of the freight, is 21,8031. What- 
ever faving accrues from this regu- 
lation is gain to the public ; tor the 
contractor, to infure his profit, will 
charge it in its fulleft extent to the 
account of the public. 

This regulation is a part of that 
fyfiem of ceconomy that ought to 
be extended to every revenue de- 
partment, whether of receipt or ex- 
penditure. The exertion of the 
authority of the fuperior officer, 
vefted in him by virtue of his of- 
fice, wth his majefty’s approbation 
and confirmation, has effected it - 

the 
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the ordnance : were the fame fleps 
taken in other offices, the fame end 
would be attained: there is hardly 
any office but poffeffes the like 
powers, lodged either with the fu- 
preme officer or a board ; and, 
fhould any defect or obftruction 
check the exercife of the power, 
the Jeciflature can lend their asd. 
The utility of the regulation has 
the fanction, not only of high au- 
thority, in the inftance before us, 
but ot the declared fenfe of the le- 
ciflature, by their eftablifhing it 
in the office of the paymafler-gene- 
ral of his majefty’s torces. 

It appears from this inquiry, that 
the auditor of the impreit is em- 
ployed upon the ordnance, as upon 
the navy and other accounts that 
have been before us, in little more 
than comparing different entries of 
the fame fums, and examining the 
formality of vouchers, and the ac- 
curacy of computations and caft- 
ings: thofe circumftances of the ac- 
count in which the intereft of the 
naiion is the mott materially con- 
cerned, the terms of the contract, 
and the fideliry of the execution, 
are not @ithin his reach: the board 
of ordnance alone are intrufted to 
decide upon them, and upon the 
authority of the fignature of the 
board-officers he admits the vouch- 
er for an expenditure to be true in 
every circumftance, except in thofe 
which, being confidered as the leaft 
important, are ufually commited to 
the care of inferior clerks. 

This account firft undergoes, in 
the office of ordnance, an examin- 
ation fimilar to that given to it by 
the auditor of the impreft, every 
article is checked by the proper of- 
ficer ; and the final examination of 
the ledger with the vouchers is 
made by the board previous to their 
fignature. a fecond examination of 
the fame kind, in another office, at 
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the expence to the public of 3rol. 
a year, the cuflomary fee to the 
auditor for the butinefs tranfacted 
by him, feéms to be of no ufe; and 
therefore we are of opinion, that 
auditing the accdunts of the trea- 
furer ot the ordnance in the office of 
the auditors of the impreft, is an 
unneceflary expence to the public, 
and ought to be difcontinued: that, 
atter thofe accounts have beea fully 
examined by the board of ordnance, 
the articles fhould be ranged under 
diftinét and feparate heads of fer- 
vice, and the accounts reduced in- 
to the official form, by the treafurer 
of the ordnance, and by him paffed 
through the neceflary offices of the 
exchequer. 

Having, in conformity to the 
exprefs directions of the legiilature, 
inquired into and included in our 
reports upon the offices in the re- 
ceipt of his majefty’s exchequer, 
and upon the pay-othces of the navy 
and army, an account of the profits 
und emoluments accruing to the 
feveral officers and minifters in thofe 
departments, we directed our atten- 
tion to the fame object in the office 
of the auditors of his majetty’s im- 
preft: we required from them an 
exact ftate of the falaries, fees, and 
gratuities received or to be received 
by the officers and clerks in their 
offices for bufinefs tranfacted there- 
in during the year 1783, together 
with an account of the fees claimed 
by fuch officers and elerks, fer the 
feveral fpecies of bulinefs. 

Five accounts were tranfmitted 
to us purfuant to this requifition, 
and are inferted in the appendix : 
two of them contain the grofs and 
net amount of the falaries and fees 
received by each of the two audit- 
ors themfelves in the year 1783. 
Two of them, the amount of the 
falaries, fees, allowances, and gra- 
tuities received by the deputies 

and 
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and clerks in each of the two ofs 
fices in the fame year; the fifth is 
ay account of the fees and gratui- 
tics claimed by the officers and 
clerks on the feveral fpecies of bu- 
finets tranfacted in thete offices. 

From thefe accounts, and from 
the examination of Charles Harris, 
ei. one of the deputy auditors of 
the impreil, we learn what are the 
eltablihments in the two divitions 
of the office of the auditor of his 
majeity’s impreit, and by what 
means they are {upported. 

One ot thele divifions confifts of 
the auditor, one deputy, nine 
clerks, eight extra clerks, and a 
meflenger: the other, of the au- 
ditor, two deputies, cipht clerks, 
eight extra-clerks, an otlice-keeper, 
and a meflenger. 

Since the beginning of the year 
1731, the eftablifiments and a nuim- 
ber of extra clerks in each divition 
have been increafed, for the pur- 
pote of bringing up and compl! ting 
the arrears of butinels in the office. 
The deputies, and all the clerks 
and officers, are in the appointment 
of the auditor; to all of them he 
pays falaries, and to fome ot them 
he adds allowances, our of his fees 
and payments, tor extra-work. The 
deputies receive all the profits of 
the office, and account to the au- 
ditors and clerks for their fhares, 
The whole expence of the oftice 1s 
defrayed by the auditor. 

_The profits-of the audirors arife 
from falaries and fees. ‘The fala- 
ries are inconfiderable ; one hun- 
dred marks granted to each in the 
letters patent by which he holds 
his office, payable out of the ex- 
chequer, and certain other fmall 
falaries, the whole amounting to 
about 1ool. a-year to each of them. 
His fees depend upon the accounts 
audited, and the inrolment of pub- 
lic inttruments in the office. In the 
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ordinary accounts, the fees upos 
fome of them are a certain payment 
upon each account, whatever may 
be the amount of the fum account. 
ed for; upon others of them the 
quantum of the fee bears a certain 
proportion to the fum in the ac. 
count; but for the army account 
he receives both a fixed fum for 
each year’s account, and alfo a 
ceitain fum for each troop and com- 
pany the pay of which is contained 
therein. The fees upon extraerdi- 
nary accounts are uncertain ; they 
are in proportion to the length and 
period of the account, and the 
trouble it gives to the office. The 
fees for inrolments are {mall pay- 
ments, according to a table lon 

ettablifhed in the office. The fees 
to the auditor are, except fome of 
thofe arifing from inrolments, all 
at the expence of the public ; for 
the. auditor inferts them, and they 
are allowed in the difcharge of the 
accountant. 

The authority upon which the 
auditor grounds his right to fees, 
is either the warrant ot the lord 
high treafurer Godolphin, in the 
year 1704, alluded to in our latt 
report, which afcertains the fees to 
be taken by him for auditing moft 
of the ordinary accounts fubject to 
his cognizance ; ‘or otherwite the 
royal fign manual, or the treafury 
warrant, allowing the fee craved by 
him in his memorial to the treafury, 
for auditing any particular account. 

The deputies, befides the falaries 
paid to them by the auditor, receive 
fees and gratuities. ‘The fees are 
certain known fums upon certain 
particular accounts, grounded upon 
ufage in the office ; fome of thele 
are inferted in the accountant’s bill 
of incidents, and confequently paid 
by the public. The gratuitics are 
voluntary donations by the account- 
ants, but limited to fueh fums as 

tue 
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The clerks have, over and above 


their { ies, for fome accounts, 
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nd net receipt 19,23]. 4 
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net receipt 16,3731. 3%. 4d. The 
payment: to the « ies and clerks 
in tne t imounted to 3973). 
j 20491. 18s. €d. 
was Pp r! ditor o of his 
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or, 1 kes the total expence 
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umount ot the pay rents to depu- 
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ts. -d. was part of the profits of 
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the auditor; and S-ocl ys. rd. areote 
from fees and rarities 5 which, 


added to the grofs receipt of the 
auditor, increafes the total expence 
of that office to 20,2701. 115. 
fence it appears, that in the year 
1-83, the grofs fum received by all 
the officers and clerks in the two 
divifions of this office, was 41,0121. 
is. 1d.; the ner profits of the two 
auditors was 32,6031. 7s. 4d.; and 
of the deputies and clerks 74631. 
is. od.; and the whole of that 
grofs fum (except a p rt of about 
400l. the ufual amount cf fees from 
17 OUs 
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inrolments ; and a part of +7931. 
145. Sd. the amount of the fees and 

ratuitics paid to the deputies and 
clerks neither of which parts can 
be cahly afcertained) was a charge 
upon the public, 

But neither of the auditors con- 
filer the fums ftated in the accounts 
of their own falaries and fees, as 
prop rly the prouts ot the year 
1733, though received in that year ; 
they reprefent them as fwelled to 
in unulual magnitude by the exe 
traordinary indutry and exertions 
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and reduces his clear profits to 
os2cl. 11s. 1d. 

44é 


we OTaina#ry atl 


‘ 

a 5 gee om. theta 
Lhe vear 1783, then, being a 
year of extraordinary d ligence, 
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the profits of thit yerr was no rule 
by which we could form a jude. 
ment of che neral annual profits 
aviling from tiis office; «ad there- 
fore we required from the auditors 
an account of the annual grofs and 
net receipt of the profits of their 
ollices, for the five years preceding 
the year 1783. ‘The returns to 
this requifition are inferted in the 
Appendix; in one of them, the 
average net receipt is Goz4l. 8s. 
Sd.; in the other 69641. 7s. 6d. ; 
to which, if one fifth of the profits 
be added, from the arrears reccived 
in the year 1732, fuppofing thena 
to be the arrears of thof« five vears, 
the one fum will be increated to 
7593l. Ss. 2d.; and the other to 
$6931. 173. 11d. 

fn the progrefs of our inquiry 
into the manner in which the pub- 
lic accounts are audited in this of- 
fice, we have not been able to dif- 
(M) cover, 
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cover, from thofe which have hi- 
therto come under our confidera- 
tion, any folid advantage derived 
to the public from the cxamination 
given to them by the auditor of the 
impref; and for that reafon, we have 
fusgetledthe propriety of exempting 
them from his jurifdiction, and the 
urgent neceifity of relieving the 
nation from fo heavy, and, to all 
appearance, fo unneceilary an ex- 
renee. 

The account of the fees and gra- 
tuitics claimed by him, and his of- 
ficers and clerks, and his certificate 
ot the accounts depending in his 
office, tranfmitted every halt yeur 
to the king’s remembrancer of the 
exchequer, exhibit 4 number and 
variety of other accounts, fubject 
to his cognizance, to which our 
inquiry has not yet been extended ; 
and therefore, how far the fecurity 
of the public may require the in- 
tervention of the auditor, to etta- 
blith the truth and accuracy of thofe 
accounts, we can form no judg- 
ment; but we have proceeded tar 
enough to warrant our opinion 
upon the propriety and neceffity of 
introducing into this office the re- 
gulation we have fo frequently had 
occafion to enforce in relation to 
other offices. 

The oifice before us is an office 
of control; it is inttituted as a 
check upon the public accounts : 
the allowance of the auditor being 
neceflary to every article both of 
the receipt and expenditure, the 
ftate of the account, as between the 
public and the accountant, mutt 
continue unknown until the balance 
is afcertained by the auditor at the 
completion ot his examination; and 
confequentiv, that balance, how- 
ever great it may be, if in favour 
of the public, remains with the ac- 
countant; it in favour of the ac- 
eountant, remains with the public, 
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votil that period. Hence it may 
be the mtereft of the accountant to 
purchafe, at a high price, et hee 
delay or expedition in pafling his 
accounts ; and, fhould an officer be 
corrupt, the permiffion to receive 
fees and gratuities is an obvious 
method to obtain it: and, theretore, 
we are of opinion, that the pay- 
ment of fees and vratuities by the 
perion accounting, however, con- 
fined by ufage as to the quantum, 
is a mode ill adapted to the conti. 
tution of this offce, and to the na. 
ture of the bufinefs there tranf- 
acted. 

We do not fay or mean to infi- 
nuate, that we have difcovered any 
infianee of fuch abufe in this office; 
but the mode ts open to it ; anda 
wile government does not wait for 
the mifchief Jt guards, as far as hue 
man prudence can guard, againt 
the poilibility of the evil; it pre- 
vents or remores the temptation. 

But there is another, and iftill 
more weighty reafon tor a reform 
in the mode of detraying the ex- 
pences of this office. 

The fervice of the prefiding off- 
cer bears no proportion tu the 
magnitude of his profits. A deputy 
auditor tells us, in his examination 
annexed to our Eighth Report, that 
the whole bufinefs of the office 1s 
tranfacied by the deputy and clerks; 
from the year 1745 until the year 
1781, that is for thirty-fix years, 
he did not recollect that the prin- 
cipal ever executed any part of it: 
to him, therefore, it was a pertect 
finecure. The butinefs of the of- 
fice is of the fame kind now it was 
then ; the quantity is increafed ; 
and that increafe requires an addi- 
tion to the number of clerks ; but 
it does not make the intervention 
of the principal officer more ne- 
ceflary ; the whole of the bufinefs 
is properly the labour of clerks 

only; 
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onty; and, therefore, though the 
pretent auditors have paid an at- 
rention beyond their predeceffors, 
by regulating their offices, accele- 
yating the public accounts, and 
bringing up the arrears, yet, fhould 
men lefs aétive hereafter fill thefe 
{iations, they may again fink into 
finecures, and excetfive ftipends be 
paid every year to officers unpro- 
jitable to the public. In the year 
1782, one of thefe officers received 
net 16,5651. 8s. 8d. the other, 

~, 3311. 5s. tid. in the 1783, 
the one received net 16,2301. 4s. 
ihe other, 16,3731. 38+ 4d. 

The public cannot affurd to main- 
tain officers of any defcription at 
fuch an expence, ‘This nation is in 
debt above 230,000,000l. it raites 
every year, to pay the intereft and 
charges attending that debt, above 
8,7¢0,0001. of which above 1g, 80cl. 
the bank fee alone, is to be paid 
every year to thefe officers, for 
bufinefs from whence the public 
derive no benefit; and, fhould addi- 
tions be made this year to the pub- 
lic debt, unlefs the legiflature will 
interpofe their authority, thefe fee 
of office will have their addition 
likewife : the profits of the auditors 
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of the impreft rife in proportion to 
the increafe of the public dittrefa. 
Upon thefe reafons we ground our 
opinion, that the public good re- 
quires that all fees and gratuities 
in the office of the auditors of the 
impreft fhould be forthwith abolith- 
ed; that the profits of the auditors 
themfelves fhould be reduced to a 
reafonable ftandard ; and that every 
officer and clerk in the {aid office 
fhould be paid, by the public, a 
certain fixed annual falary, in pro- 
portion to his rank and employ- 
snent, in licu of all falaries, fees, 
aud gratuities whatloever : and we 
continue to adhere to the opinion 
we have ftated in our lat Report, 
feeing no reafon to depart from it, 
that no right.is vefted in the au- 
ditor, either by the letters patent 
by which he holds his office, or by 
ufage, that can be oppofed to ths 
reduction and regulation. 
Office of Accounts, Surry- 
Street, June 8, 1784. 

T. ANGUISH, 

A. Piccori, 

Ricuarp NE&Ave, 

SAMUEL BEACHCROFT, 

Georce Deummonn, 

Witxriam Rok, 





SUPPLIES granted in the Year 1786. 


NAV Y. 
FEBRUARY 13, 1986. 


OR 18,000 men, including 3620 marines, at 4l. 


per man per month 
Marcu 2. 


f.  & te 


935,000 o @ 


For the ordinary of the navy, including half pay to 


the fea and marine officers 


For building, rebuilding, -and repaising thips of 


War, &e. 


692,326 18 8 


800,000 0 Oo 





2,428,326 18 


8 
(M 2) ARMY. 
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A Rh 
Fi 
For 17633 eff: five men 
Tor forces in the planta ion 
Yor df rence betweea the britil 
to: = sim nents wt ab 


A fi oa 
7) ; fl ff- oth Lid { 


I 
Feo 
, 9 


ndies 
eral, fecretary at 
fters, judg 
a. nat 
clerks, ¢ and for the 
to be paid by the pars 
of poundave to the intantry 
bor pentions to the widows 
MARCH 
For the army ¢ traordinaries 
For the reduced 0 of land forces 
For the reduced lorle-vuards — 
For the Chelfea penti -~ 
For the officcrs of the Ba itifl; Ame 
For officers late in the frvice et 
i 1m 39. 
For the difference between 
eilablifhment of feveral batialious and 
foot, at dundry periods — 


Cv 


Qreonu > 





ORDNANCE. 
Marcu >. 
For the charges of the oflice of ordnance for land 
fervice in 1786 -- —_— 
June 7. 
For completing the old works at Portfmouth and 
Plymouth —— —— —_— 5 78r 





~--- 


945877 


17 





MISCELLANEOUS SERVICES. 
FEB. 7.° 
To pay off exchequer bills 39 500,c00 
MARCH 30. 
Towards the reduction of the national debt 3,000,C00 
APRIL 3. 
To make good the damage fuftained by the inha- 
bitants of Faveriham, &e. by the blowing up of his 
majefly’s powder mills there, in 1781 15377 





Carvied forward £. 4,5255377 








Cc 
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Pe 


Brought forward 4501,377 6 
Arrit 6. 
To difcharge the debrs due on the civil lik 210,009 oO 
APRIL IIs 
For the civil ettablifhment af Nova Scotia 3,851 17 
For the civil cfabluhment of St. John’s Ifland 1,900 0 
For the civil efablifament of the Bahama Hlands 2,060 @ 
For the civil citablifiment of the iland of Cape 
Breton —_ — a 2,199 oO 
For the civil eftablithment of New Brunfwick 42300 Oo 


‘Tothe repreient tives of the late John Ellis, ely. acent 





for Weft Florida, tor arrears <a ane 
For the falary of the Chief Juflice of the Bermuda 
Iflands —- -—— 
May 15. 
For Somerfet Houfe —— — 
For the forts and fettlements in Africa — 


For the profecution of ofenvers againit the coin laws 

For the extraordinary expences of the wint 

For a compenfation to Jofeph Lodon du Maufoir, 
for the lofs of his thip, feized by the Lord Dartmouth 
armed fliip in 8770 — —_—- 

May 22. 

For purchafing lands in the itland of St. Vincent 

For completing the purchafe of the foil in the Baha- 
ma Hilends —_-- ae eee 

For the relief of the American fufferers 

‘Lo Mr, Cotton, for tees paid at the exchequer on 
15.0,00¢ l. granted latt fefhons tothe American lovalitts 

To Mr. Cotton, for the expences of Thomas Dun- 
das and Jeremy Pemberton, efqrs. commiilioners of 
American claims, at Nova Scotia, &c. -— 

To Mr. Cotton, for the bills drawn on the Trea- 
fury by the governors of New Brunfwick, Nova 
Scotia, and Cape lreton, and tor expences ef convicts 
on board the prifon fhips at Portfmouth and Ply- 





1,316 15 


580 Oo 
25,000 0 
13,000 oO 

1,681 18 


141939 § 


4,106 to 
6,500 o 
6,356 o 


62,059 5 


39750 14 


2,429 9g 


mouth, &c. -— 16,c61 16 
For the convicts on the Thames —_— 21,560 5 
‘To the fecretary of the commpfioners of public 

accounts —_ oe 1,709 oO 

June 7. 
To Louis Borcil an@ Abraham Henry Borell, for 
difclofing their method of dying the colour called 
‘Turkey red upon cotton — —_ 2,500 0 
JUNE 1. 
For a new building at the Admira'ty 6,000 @ 
For the Scotch roads and bridges — 59784 © 
JUNE 13. 
To difcharge exchequer bills —— 2,200,009 Oo 
June 19. 
For a compenfation to the commiffioners of public 
accounts ~_——— g9,0co @ 








oom 9g 


oo 





Carried over 
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° $s. 7 
Broucht over 6.090508 2 a 
To the commiffioners appointed to enquire intothe , 
loffes of the American loyalitts — a 10,000 0 6 
For the relief of the American loyalitts 178,450 © © 
For the American civil officers, fufferers for their 
loyalty tow — se — $5,000 o-© 
To the fecretary of the commiffioners of the Ame- 
rican loyalifts _ —_ 3,888 4 6» 
For money iffued purfuant to addreffes _— 12,259 9 2 
For a compenfation to the proprietors of lands for 
better fecuring the dock yards, &c. _— 339890 15 13 
For the expence of confining convicts 31,299 10 
792559400 © 71 
DEFICIENCIES. 
MARCH 20. 
To the finking fund for the monies paid out of it to 
make good the deficiencies of the duties granted for 
repealing the duties on tea, to July 5, 1785 3655719 2-4! 
To make good the deficiency of the fund for the 
payment of annuities granted towards the fupply in 
1758 —_ _ _ 16,588 4 63 
To ditto for 1778 —_ — 180,357 3 6! 
To ditio fer 1779 _ _— 15,991 § 2: 
To ditto for 1780 _ — 141,864 11 8 
To ditto for 1783 — — 361,963 3 4 
To ditto for 1784 —_ ~- 202,58! 7 7: 
MAY 15. 
To make good the deficiencies of the grants in 1785 127,133 3 25 
1,412,203 1 65 
L. Ss. de 
Navy _— — 2,428,326 18 8 
ARMY _ 2,043,729 19 24 
ORDNANCE _ 346,377 17 1 
MIscELLANEOU6 SERVICES 7,255,400 o 7% 
DEFICIENCIES _— 154125203 1 6} 
13,486,537 17 1 
WAYS and MEANS. 
FEBRUARY 10. 
Land-tax for 1786 2,000,000 0 Oo 
Malt duty _ _ _ 750,c0oo0 O © 
Marci 21. 
To be applied out of the finking fund — 582,488 15 9f 
. Carned forward £. 2,332,488 15 
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Marcu 30. 


To be applied out of the finking fund — 
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$s de 


gf: 
Brought forward 3,332,488 15 93 


1,000,000 © oO 


May 2. 

Ditto _ — _ 628,982 o 28 
May 15. 

Exchequer bills — — 2,500,000 © oO 
May 18. 

Surplus of the deduction of 6d. in the pound on 

ail falanies, &e. -- => — 82,386 o Oo 

Nitto ot the wine duties _ am 16,491 6 © 

Ditto of the giafs duties — -- 20,281 15 Oo 

Pitto of the duties on vellum, &c. _ t2735 is © 

litto of the two-fevenths excile — 4%414 9 52 
JuNes. oo 

A lottery - 188,759 © OF o2.. 

Prizes ; —_— $00,000 ° ° (88,750 0 © 


Surplus of monies granted for the army, &c. in 1784 290,810 4 6% 


Difpofeable monies in the exchequer — 


100,503 13 if 


Aimy favings and ftoppages in 1785 -- 65.575 4 1: 
June 2. 

Tou be applied out of the finking fund —_ 2,600,000 © oO 

kexche quer bills — _— 3900C,000 0 O 

Surplus of monies voted for Cheliea penfioners 21,563 13 2 


Excefé of ways and means 





131900992 16 4 
1394305537 17 1 





4145454 18 33 





The pay and clothing of the militia, for the yeor 


1786, to be defrayed out of the 
land-tax, 


produce of the 





Public AAs paffed in the Third Sef- 
fron, of the Sixteenth Partiameat 
of Great Britain. 

March 3 

The land-tax act for 1786. 

‘The malt duty act, 

An act refpecting the commercial 
intercourfe between Great Britain 
and America. 

An act refpeéting the commercial 
intercourfe between America and 
Newfoundland, 


An att to prohibit for a limited 
time the exportation of hi AY. 

An act to regulate thee xportation 
ot hops to Ireland. 


Ma rch 22. 

An act for regulating the marines 
while on fhore. 

An act to enable certain perfons 
to provide proper places on fhore 
tor the reception of the crew of the 
Voorberg Dutch Eaft Indiaman, 


forced 









(184) Pay. 3 'h*s & 
forced by ftrefs of weather into the 
port of Dartmouth. 
Marc 24. 
An act to explain and ameard the 
fhop-tax act. 


‘Che mutiny act. 


April 11. 


4 


An att to explain and amend the 
Eaft India regulating bill, 


May 3. 
An att to obviate all doubts with 
refpeft to the exclufive power of 
the court of directors of the Eat 
India Comprny, to appoint the 
governor - general and council of 
Fort William, in Bengal. 
May 22. 

An act for appointing commif- 
fioners of the land-tax. 

An a‘t to amend the laws for the 
encouraeement of the 
Jand fifhery. 

May 25. 


a& for vefttine 


aT . = j 
NC WIOUNU- 


An ‘tain fums 
in commilfioners ' 
plicd to the reduction of the natio- 
nal debt. 

Two atts for raifing certain fums 
of money by exchequer bills. 

An act for altering the days of 
payment of the long annuities, and 
the anpuities tur 30 and 2g years. 

An act for regulating courts of 


conicience. 


by them ap- 


To bye 


June 1% 

An a& for laying an additional 
duty on ba and im- 
ported. 

An a‘t for the further ¢ 
ragement of the fifheries in the 
Greenland feas and Davis’s {raits. 

An act tor regulating the pro- 
duction of maniteits, and to prevent 
fraudulent practices in obtaining 
bounties and drawbacks, and in the 
clandeitine lading ot goods, 


ttcns Geals 


’ 


woe 


FAP" E S. 


, 

An act for the further encourage. 
ment of the growth of hemp and 
flax in Fenelend., 

An a¢t for the further relief of 
ce btors, with :efpect to the lunpri- 
fonment of their perfons, and to 
oblige debtors who fthall continue 
in execution in prifon bevond a cer. 
tain time, and for fums not exceed. 
ing What are mentioned in the a@&, 
to difcover upon oath their eflate, 
for the benefit of their creditors. 

Sune rf. 

An at for lavine duvies on per- 
fumery, hair powder, &c. 

Ana‘t tor lay ine duties on ft Imp- 
ed vellum, &c. in order to augment 
the falaries ot the judges, &c. in 
Scotland. 

An 
duties on ftarch. 

An act for more effectually pre- 
venting the fraudule 
tobacco, &e. 

An act fer the encouracement of 
the Southern whale fitherv. 

An act tor the furthe 
ragement of the pilchard fifhery. 

An att refpecting the importa. 
tion of naval itores trom the Britith 
colonies in America, Britih-made 
gunpowder, Britith fail-cloth, fo- 
reien fail-cloth, the exportation of 
fugars from the Britith colonies, 
directly to foreign ports in Britith- 
built fhips, the difcontinuing of 
duties Upon the importation of tal- 
low, hog’s lard, and greafe, and 
granting other duties on pot and 
pearl afhes, wood and wood a‘les, 
in the room of thofe now repeated, 
for allowing the importation of falt 
from Europe to Quebec, the im- 
portation of raw goats fkins into 
this kingdom ; for encouraging the 
manufacture of flax and cotton in 
Great Britain, the reviving of the 
drawback on the duties on rum 
flipped as flores, and the allowing 

ot 


¢ + 2 7. 
act for better fecuring 


| 
s the 


ut removal of 


eneou- 
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the time being, to confecrate foreign 


hemp and flux from the Britith bitho 


American colonics. 
An at for augmenting the fa- 
Jaries of the judges in Scotland, — 
An act for gramting falaries, in 
lieu of certain fees, to the judges 
of the admiralty in Scotland. 


June 27. 

‘- An ac& repealing certain duties. 
on wines imported, and oe greet 
ing new duties in liew thereof, un- 
der the management of the com- 
miffogers of excife. 

The militia ac, 

An a& for the increafe, &c. of 
’ fhipping and navigation. 

An ‘adt for amending the Eaft 

India regulating bill. : 

An wy. to prevent o¢cafional in- 


habitants from voting at the elec- 
tion of members for cities and bo- 
roughs in Fygland. 

An aét obliging overfeers of the 
poor to make returns upon oath to 
certain queftions fpecified therein. 


An act for procuring u oath 
returns of all charitable donations 
for the benefit of poor perfons. 


Fuly 4 

An att for raifing a further fum 
ef moncy by exchequer bills. 

An my, for raifing a certain fum 
ef money by lottery. 

An att for ing a certain fum 
of money out of the finking fund. 

An aé& for more effectually car- 
Tying into execution the laws re- 
lative to the ftamp duties, &c. 

An att to explain the act for lay- 
ing an additional duty on hackney 
coaches. 

An act to appoint commiffioners 
#0 enquire into the loffes of the 
American loyalifts. 

_An aé to empower the Arch- 
nes of Canterbury or York, for 

1786, 


An att to appoint commiffioners, 
to enquire into the fees, &c. and 
alfo into the abufes in any public 
afiices. 

An act to prevent the unlawful 
pawning of goods, and ealy re- 
demption of goods pawned, &c. 

An act for making perperual the 
act, 14 George III. regulating 
mad-houfes, 


An act granting new dutics, in 
lieu of the old ones repealed, on 
Jow wines, {pirits, &c. in Scotland. 

An act to enable the Eaft india 
company to raife money by the 
fale of annuities, &c. 

An aét for defraying the charges 
of the militia for 1786. 

An att for the further prevent- 
ing frauds in the payment of fea- 
men’s wages, &c. 

An att repealing fo much of two 
acts of the 14th and 2if George 
II]. prohibiting the exportation of 
wool-cards at a limited price. 

An act to continue certain atts 
relating to the punifhment of per- 
fons going armed or difgufed con- 
trary to the excife and cuftom laws, 
and to prevent the committing of 
frauds by bankrupts. 

An att refpedting the act allowing 
a bounty on the exportation of 
Britifh-made cordage. 

An act to indemnify fuch perfons 
as have omitted to indemnify them- 
felves for offices, &c. 

An act for appointing commiffion- 
ers of the public accounts. 


July to. 
An att for laying an additional 
duty on fweets. 
An act for better fecuring the 
duties on paper’ paintel, printed, or 


ftained. 
(N) An 
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An act for the more effectual 
enceuragement ef the Britifh fifh- 
eries. 

An att to explain the act for 
transferring certain duties from the 
commillioners of excife and ttamps, 
to the commiffioners of taxes, &c. 

An act appointing commiffioners 
to enquire into the lofles fullained 
by perfons in confequence of the 
ceffion of Florida to Spain. 

An aét for incorporating certain 


PAPER §. 


perfons by the nane of @ The 
Britith Society for ‘extending the 
filheries and improving the feq 
coatts of this kingdom,” | 


Fauly 12. 

An act for the regulating Of 
houfes, and other places, kept for 
the purpotle of flaughtering herfes, 

An act to appoiat commiffioners 
te enquire into the flate of the 
crown lands, 
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BIOGRAPHICAL 


ANECDOTES ann CHARACTERS. 


\ Various Particulars of the LIF E of Lord DIGBY. 


(Extracted fron his Character, in the Supplement to the Third Volume 
of State Papers, collected by the Earl of CLarunpon. 


is E was of a very extraordina- 
ry compofition by nature, 

and if he had not from thence had 
fome infirmities very prevalent over 
him, the advantages he had in his 
education muit have rendered him 
a perfon of rare perfection ; and, in 
truth, a perfun of rare parts he was. 
He was born in Spa un, in the early 
crowth of his father’s gre: itnefs, who 
filed for many years with a full 
cale of fuccefs, till he was crown 
toagreat height both in ttle and 
forrune. In which time his fon re- 
ceived all the benefits of all forts, 
which a liberal fupporr, and a well 
ordered education could bring to 
him; and though he made a joyr- 
ony or two into his own country, 
et his whole breeding upon that 
matter was in Spain, till he was 
thirteen years of age; fo that the 
language might very well be called 
his ¢ own, and no Spaniard {poke it 
more naturally than he did ever af- 
ter. When by the a'l-difpofing 
p wer of the Duke of Buckingham, 
Sis father was not only removed 
rom court, but committed to the 
Tow er, he was feat with a petition 


to the Houfe of Commons on his 
father’s behalf, which he delivered 
at the bar, with a fhort fpeech of 
his own, which being delivered with 
confidence by a youth ver young, 
of delicate features, and a very 
graceful perfon, made a good im- 
prefion on that body, and cauled 
him to be looked upon as 4 young 
man of great expectation; but the 
fame cloud of prejudice ‘and dis- 
favour {till covering his father, 
though he had his liberty, the whole 
family retired into the country. His 
father grew rich, and was efteemed 
as 1 very wife man, who had failed 
very profperoufly , and made a great 
voyage whilft the wind was with 
him, and when it raged againft him 
in terrible ftorms and tempetts pre- 
ferved himfelf unhurt, and refted i in 
greater fecurity than his encmies ; 
and it may be his reputation and e- 
{teem was the greater for having no 
favourable afpect from the court. 
In this calm the young gentleman 
was fent tothe univ erfity of Oxford, 
¥eing excellently prepared by his 
y outhful ftudies for that. approach, 
and from thence, after fome years 
A2 Ipent 





[4] THE LIFE OF LORD DIGBY. 


with notable fuccefs in all kind of 
Jearning, he went into France, in 
the language whereof he was well 
verfed, and Wad been carefully in- 
firudled; and after fome time ipent 
there, in a condition liberally fup- 
rted for any virtuous improve- 
ment of himfelf, but not for riot or 
jmpertinence, he returned again to 
his country, and his father’s houfe, 
the moft accomplithed perfon that 
that nation, or it may be, that any 
other at that time could prefent to 
the world, to which the beauty, 
comelinefs, and graccfulnefs of his 
rfon gave no finall luftre, 

¢¢ When the diforders of Scotland 
obliged the king to call a Parlia- 
ment, he was, by the univerial c- 
lection of the populous county 
where he lived, chofen to ferve as 
one of their knights, where his 
perfon, and his parts, and the fame 
and reputation he had, made him 
quickly taken notice of; and the 
converfation he chofe and wedded 
himfelt to, among ft thofe who were 
refolved to find fault with every 
thing that was amifs, and not to be 
content with any ordinary applica- 
tion of remedies, made it catily fore- 
feen what counfels he meant to 
follow; but that flage allowed fo 
fort a time for action, that no pof- 
fible conclyufions could be made. 
But a few months after, when the 
difcontents of men were grown 
higher, and the reverence to the 
government much impaired, he be- 
ing then returned again by the fame 
eople to ferve in the fame place, 
it was quickly difcovered that he 
meant to make himfelf as contider- 
able as he gould, If any thing was 
{poken againft the government more 
bluntly and rudely, he took up the 
argument and polifhed it, making 
the edge more fharp to wound than 
it was before, dreffipg the eceneral 
charge with fome fmart intlaaces, 





which made the enormity more fea. 
hble, and his delivery, and man- 
ner of fpeaking, from fo lovely 
perion, anda very lovely afpect he 
had, was fo graceful (though no 
altogether without affectation) thar 
it wonderfully recanciled him to his 
auditors. When any grievances in 
religion were touched upon, and 
the government of the church af. 
faulted or reproached, no man im. 
proved the difcourfe with more bir. 
ternets and aninofity, {peaking of 
the things he would be thought to 
value, gravely and as it feemed, 
with piety and devotion; and of 
the per ons again{ft whom he found 
it grateful to inveigh, wittily, and 
pleafantly, and fcornfully ; fo that 
that party, which had the moft mif- 
chievous intentions in religion, and 
agginit the church, believed that 
they had gotten a champion to their 
own defire, who would be equal to 
their ftouteft adverfary, even to the 
bifhops themfelves. The greatett 
combination was, and which was 
leaft communicated, the defign a 
gainft the Ea:l of Strafford, which 
was no fooner entered upon, and 
fome fhort inftances given of his ex- 
ercife of a very exorbitant power in 
Ireland, than he entered into the 
argument, made him the chief aue 
thor of all that was grievous in Eng- 
land, giving fome inftances of words 
and expretlions he had ufed in pris 
vate converiation, of a very unpd- 
pular nature, which he took upon 
himielf to prove ; which fome very 
contiderable actors in that tragedy 
did often proteft afterwards was the 
principal inducement to their halty 
refolution ef charging that Farl with 
hich treafon. And from hence he 
crew into fo entire a confidence with 
the other cabal, which did not thea 
confift of above feven or eight, that 
he was immediately received 1nto 
the bowels of their defizn, and mace 

one 
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one of thofe who were trufled to 

repare fuch a charge againit the 
Keath, that might fatisty the reft that 
they had done well in accufing him; 
and fo he became quickly privy to 
all their fecrets, knew what every 

articular man thought he knew, 
and bv what means they intenJed 
to know more, what proots they 
could for the prefent make, and how 
they meant to fupport and enlarge 
thofe truths, all their arts and arti- 
fices, which were neceffary to be 
communicated among {ft themfelves, 
and with thofe Lords who were 
joined with them, to make their 
confpiracy more practicable. Ina 
word, the whole method they pro- 
pofed for their proceedings, and 
what they mott apprehended might 
obftruct thofe proceedings, was as 
clearly underftood by him as by 
Mr. Pym and Mr, Hambden them- 
felves. Having now got himfelt to 
the top of the pinnacle, he began to 
look about him, and take a full pro- 
{pect of all that was to be feen ; and 
itis very poffible, that the defperate 
deligns ot the perfons with whom 
he had communicated, not anfwer- 
able to the reputation they had of 
integrity to the nation, the unin- 
genuity of their proceeding, and the 
foul arts they could give themfelves 
leave to ufe, to compafs any thing 
they propofed to do; as in truth 
their method was firft to confider 
What was neceflary to be done for 
jome pubiic end, and which might 
reatonably enough be wiihed for 
that public end, and then to make 
no feruple of doing any thing which 
might probably bring the other to 
pats, let it be of what nature it 
would, and never fo much concern 
the honour or intereft of any perfon 
who they thought did not, or would 
hot favour their defigns : I fay pof- 
bly this obfereation misht make 
‘ene dimprefioa upon him, who 
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without doubt had no wicked pur- 
pofes himfelf.” Let what would be 
the caufe or the temptation, refolve 
he did to fteer another courfe, and 
to fet up for himfelf upon that ftock 
of commoditics, in the getting toge- 
ther whereof there were fo many 
joint fharers with him; and fo he 
found ways eatily enough (and his 
nature was marvelloutly difpofed to 
that dextcrity) to infinuate to the 
court; that, if they gave him rea» 
fons for it, they might depend upon 
his fervice, and that he would make 
it very ufeful to them: and the 
ftreights they were in, and the be- 
nefit they might receive from fuch 
a promptnefs, bringing him fuch a 
return from thence as he could with, 
he took the firft occafion (before he 
was fo much as fufpected) to give 
his party caufe to believe, that he 
meant not to venture himfelf in 
their bottom. As foon as there was 
aa occation, by the addrefs of a 
great number of minifters by way of 
propolition, to reform many parti- 
culars both in the doéftrine and difci- 
pline of the church, he difcovered 
his ditlike of thofe defigns and the 
{fpirit that produced them, ver 

warmly ; and becaufe it was well 
known that many of thofe minitfters 
had had trequent communication 
with him, and even confulted that 
very addrefs by his confent and ap- 
probation, he took notice of it him- 
{clf, and feemed much offended that 
they had infifted upon many paril- 
culurs which he had difallowed ; 
and fo mentioned fome particular 
exprefiions that had pafled between 
them, and which offended more per- 
fons than had been privy to the con 
ferences, and looked like a difcove- 
ry of future projections which were 
not yet ripe. In the public profe- 
cution of the Farl of Strafford, he 
continued fill in the fame conjunc- 
tion, and kept his pott amongft thote 
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were to manage the evidence againft 
him, but with fuch a temper (which 
could not be reafonably excepted 
againft) that manifetied cnough, 
that he neither brought the {pirit, 
nor would bring the tetlimony they 
expected from him; and as foon as 
the trial was over, and it was dif- 
cerned that the houte of Deers 
would not take upon them the con- 
demning the Earl, butthat it would 
be neceflary to pafs an act of Par- 
li:ment to that purpofe, the bill 
was no fooner brought into the 
Houle of Commons, but he appear- 
ed moft violently againtl it, difco- 
vered many particulars which had 
pafied in their mot private coufe- 
rences, which he faid had firtt per- 
plexed him, ard enlarged fo pathe- 
tically upon the whole matter, and 
araintt the condemning of the Earl, 
that that whole party had fo great 
a deteitation of him, that they hed 
no lefs appetite to deflroy him than 
the Earlof Strafford. 4nd this con- 
tcit produced another difcovery, that 
a very important paper which had 
been produced and perufed in the 
clofe committee, and upen which 
they principally depended for mak- 
ince god their charge, had been 
taken away, and could never atter- 
wards be found; and it was confi- 
dently alledged, that at the time 
when that paper was latt feen, and 
lay upon the table in Mr. Pym’s 
chamber, thefe were only three per- 
fons prefent, whereof he was one. 
This produced an order in the 
Houfe, that every one of that clofe 
committee, who were about eight, 
fhould make a fol:imn proteftation 
in the houfe, that he neither had 
that paper, nor knew what became 
of it. Which teit he cheartully 
fubmitted to, with the mot} folemn 
and bitter execrations that can be 
imagined, = himfelf and his fa- 
mily, if he knew what was become 
2 
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of that paper, or if he had ever tae 
ken it away ; notwithtlanding which 
they who were angry with him did 
not believe him, and confidently re. 
ported, that it was fuund afterwards 
among fome papers of his which 
were taken in the houte of his ta. 
ther, 1 the war ; Which is not pro- 
bable, fince it may be prefumed 
that a man who had gotten it in fuch 
a manner, would, at leaft after fuch 
an enquiry Was made upon it, have 
cat it into the fire, though there 
Was not then any fufpicion that fuch 
an auction could ever have produced 
it. 

“ However it was, the inconveni- 
en.¢ of that dilcovery, produced by 
the furreption of that paper, thar ig 
produced many other notable dif. 
coveries with it which were all caf 
upon his accompt, who was looked 
pon as a deferier at leaft, if nota 
betrayer of his party ; and fo trom 
as great a height of applaufe, and 
even adoration, which he had at- 
tained to by Chritimas, betore the 
Eafter be was fallen to fo low an 
etteem with all that people, that 
they thought no reproach equal to 
his dewerit; and profecuted him 
accordingly with their utmoit ani- 
mofity and rage. 

‘«* He was now compelled to tran 
plant himfelt into the court, whea 
the f-il was neither fo fruitful, nor 
the air fo pleafant as it had former- 
ly been; indeed, where a nipping 
troft had induced a marvellous tle- 
rility, .nd in this too his contlitu- 
tion was fo happy that he founda 
confolation for himielf, and indul- 
trioudly imputed that to his genero- 
fity and ele¢tion, which other meu 
thoucht to be the etieét of his ne- 
ceffity, and that he could grow no 
where ¢lfe, when he endeavoured to 
grow there. Ie was a very melan- 


choly feafon there, where molt . 
thofe who had received the greate: 
obligations 
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tions from their mailer, and 
were moitable to have done him fer- 
vice, not only forfook him but be. 
trayed him ; and in order to getting 
credit with thofe who fuppreffed alt 
other authority, they difcovered all 
they knew which might advance the 
evil defigns of the other with whom 
they re(ulved to go thorough fharers 
in all that was to be gotten; and 
the other few who retained fill their 
fidelity and their zeal, with indigna- 
tionenough to fee the back-iiiding 
of their fellows, were yet fo terri- 
lied with the power of the other, 
and with the perfidioufnefs that they 
faw every day practifed, infomuch 
as nothing was faid or done in the 
moft fecret places of the court, even 
by the king or queen themfelves, 
but it was communicated to thofe 
who had no modetly in the confi- 
dering it, but impudently declared 
that they would remove all perfons 
from the King and Queen, whole 
very looks were not grateful to 
them, of which they had already 
given many inilances. Sothatthey, 
who, 1 fay, wanted not faith, were 
vet without fkill to forfee what they 
were todo, and the King himfelf 
found his-infelicity to be fo mon- 
ftrous, that he knew not with whom 
to advife, nor in truth whom to 
truit; for they, who had no mind 
to betray him, were betrayed them- 
felves, and, out of their trufting o- 
thers, made themfelves acceflary to 
the betraying him. In this con- 
juncture the vivacity of fuch a 
perfon could not but be very accept- 
able, who had a brain perpetually 
working, and a conception and uns 
derftancing deliberating and refolv- 
ing together, and a courage fo keen 
and fearlefs, that he was ready to 
execure the fame minute whatfoever 
was relolved. ‘The truth is 

Si cues preterea tales Idwa tuliffer 

Terra virus 


obli ga 


God only knows what might, or 
might not have refulted trom his 
bold temper; when the party, that 
did all the mifchief, was made u 
of thofe whofe defpair of being fate 
any were elfe, and belief that the 
king would yield to any thing that 
fhould be confiden'ly demanded, 
had thrown into that ftrenger fide, 
He could no longer act upon the 
ftage where he had fo long flou- 
rifhed, and where his mercurial 
temper was not gratcful, even to 
thoie to whom the violence and ill 
defigns of the others was vilible and 
equally odious ; fo that he was 
called up by writ to the Houfe of 
Peers, as fit to mve in that fphere, 
where he no fooner came than he 
gave frefh life and vigour to it, the 
real temper of that houfe retaining 
a vigorous affection to the king, 
church, and eovernment, and cone 
fequently very inclined to follow his 
exainple, and to be fwayved by his 
reafon, who always delivered him- 
felt with notable advantage, and: 
was now known to be trutled by the 
court, and fo like to carry on their 
defigns in the method prefcribed 
there, and where he was looked 
upon, not as having deferted his 
principles ot his party, but as a 
prudent difcoverer of their exorbi- 
tant defigns, contrary to the prin- 
ciples they owned, and had fo re- 
ired himfelf from their dangerous 
converfation and loft their confi- 
dence, becaufe he would not part 
with his innocence. And truly, if 
the too great activity and reflletinefs 
of his nature would have given him 
leave to have fat flill, and expect- 
ed, and made ufe of thofe advah- 
tares which the hafty and choleric 
humour of the Houfe of Commons 
was ready every day to prefent to 
them, and which temper was the 
utmoft extent of courage the Houfe 
of Peers could be carried to, which 
As did. 
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did not yet fufpect the defigns of 


the worft men to be fo monttrous 
as they fhortly after appeared to be, 
it is very probable, the wifdom 
and temper of the one houfe, with 
the concurrence it would have 
found from the major part of the 
other, which was fur trom being 


corrupted, would have prevented 


thofe calamities, which, under the 
fpecious authority of the Parlia- 
ment, were afterwards brought upon 
the kiugdom. But his nature was 
impatient of fuch repofe, and he 
always embraced thofe counfels 
which were boldeft and moft hdzar- 
dous, which he thought would give 
agreater luftre to hiaw itand conduct. 

‘¢ This inconvenient prefumption 
was the longer from being difco- 
vered or taken notice of, except 
by a few of his moft intimate friends, 
by the wonderful faculty he had of 
diflimulation, which was {fo  pro- 
found, that he appeared the moft 
offended and enraged when he taw 
any thing done that was notorioufly 
difliked, and bitterly inveighed 
againft the authors ot thofe coun- 
fels which himielf alone had con- 


trived, and tothe execution wherecf 


no man elfe was privy. So when 
he had prevailed with the king to 
caufe the fix members to be accuf- 
ed, and had undertaken to caute 
them to be committed, when he 
found in the Houfe ot Peers the ge- 
neral difapprobation and diflike of 
it, he tlood himfelf up and fpake 
againit it, and whifpered the lord 
Mandeville in the ear, that the 
king would be undone if he did not 
publicly difcover thofe who had 
given him that coun‘el, and that he 
would immediately go to the court 
and difpafe him to it; when he 
alone was the only man, who, 
witho@t commanicating it to any 
other, had advifed that profecu- 
tion, named all the perfons, and 
promucd the king to bring in ample 
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teflimony and evidence againg 
and all this in a feafon wh 


them; 


es - when the 
king's affairs were in {fy good a 


poftuie, that there was no need 
of fuch a defperate remedy, and 
when the heart of the contrary 
arty was fo near broken, that 
they needed fuch an expedient tg 
keep up their eredit and abilit 
to do farther mifchief. And there. 
fore many fober men detetted thar 
advice as the moitt vitible intros 
duction to all the mifery that after. 
wards befel the king and kingdom, 
Yet his great fpirit was fo far from 
failing, that when he faw the whole 
city upon the matter in arms to 
defend them, knowing in what houfe 
they were together, he offered the 
king with a felect number of a 
dozen gentlemen, who he prefumed 
would tiick to him to feize upon 
their perfons, dead or alive, and 
without doubt he would have done 
it, Which mutt likewife have hada 
wonderful effect. But that coun- 
{el being rejected, and finding his 
credit abated in all places, he trans 
fported himfelf out of the kingdom, 
and was fhortly after, by a wonder- 
ful retaliation of Providence, and 
in the fame method of contempt 
which he had caufe to be prattifed 
towards the other (bv publifhing 
a proclamation to reftrain them 
from going out of the kingdom, 
when he knew they were together 
in London, and environed witha 
firength and power enough to drive 
the hing himfelf from Whitehall, 
as they shortly did), accufed ot high 
treafon, upon the moft flight and 
trivial fuggeftions, and a proclama- 
tion iffued out for his apprebention ; 
all which would have brought 
another man to make ferious re- 
flections upon himfelf, and extin- 
cuifhed that inordinate heat of 
brain and fancy, which had fo often 
tranfported him to unreafonable 
and unprofperous refolutions. a 
I 
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ail this nothing allayed that flame, 
or extinguifhed that fire in him; 
but as {oon as the war broke out, or 
rather as foon as there was any 
appearance of it, he retranfported 
himfelf again into England, raifed 
a regiment of horfe, and charged 
‘athe head of it at the battle of 
Kdge-hill, with as much courage 
as any man, and afterwards march- 
ed with prince Rupert towards the 
North; and in the way, finding 
the Clofe in the city of Litchfield 
garrifoned by the rebels, and fecured 
by a ftrong old wall and a mote, 
and the prince refolving to reduce 
it, he caufed his foot to ttorn it, 
which being beaten off, and itlced 
not being fufficient in numbar to 
make fuch a general affaule as was 
neceflury, the other, to encourage 
the oflicers of the horfe to make an 
attempt in another place, offered 
himfelf to go at the head of them, 
aad fo led them through the mote 
to another part of the wall which 
was thought to be weaker; by 
means whereof, and the garrifon 
within being divided into feveral 
quarters, the foot entered the place, 
and made theméelves matters of it 
with great difficulty, and with great 
lofs, and very many of the horfe 
ptlicers who entered by the mote 
were killed, and the re{t beaten off, 
himfelf being in the mud to the 
middle, and thor through the thigh 
with a musket bullet, was wonder- 
fully brought off, and afterwards 
recovered his wounds; but not 
finding that refpect from the prince 
which he had promited himfelf, he 
gave up his regiment of horfe and 
retired to the court, where he 
Was fure to find good counte- 
hance, ° 

_“* Though he had thus difcharged 
himtelf from any command in the 
army, he was always réady to 
cngare himfelf as a volunteer with 
ty Upon any britk adventure; fo 
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he was, after the relief of Glou- 
cefter, in the purfuit of che earl 
of Effex’s army, and was in the fir 
engagement at Aubourne, where 
he was hurt, and had all the powder 
of a piltol fhot in his face, by 
which it was thought he had loit 
both his eyes, the bullet dropping 
or pafling by ; and the lord Falk- 
land being the next day killed at 
Newberry, he was. fhortly after 
made fecretary of itate, and betook 
himfelt to the difcharge of it, with 
great intentnefs of mind and in- 
datlry enough, and continued in 
that employment many years; in 
all which time he ran many adven- 
tures, and frequently found himfelf 
at a lofs when he believed he had 
attained his point, and at laft found 
the greatcit part of the oflicers of 
the army fo inplacably irreconciled 
towards him, that he was again 
forced to retire from his majetty’s 
fervice with his full approbation 
and confent, who tn truth, could not 
but find him at leatt very unfor- 
tunate. And by degrees, after fe- 
veral very britk attempts of feveral 
kinds, in which he thewed as much 
refolution and dexterity as could be 
expected from aman of great wit 
and unqueflionable courage, he was 
forced to traniport him‘elf into 


Ireland, about the time that the 


prince of Wales (atter fo great fuc- 
ceffes of the rebels, and the king’s 
armies being uponthe matter totally 
deteated) by his father’s command to 
tranfpore himfelf out of England, 
took his firit retuge in the ifle of 
Scilly, trom whence he might na- 
turally fend to, and receive in- 
telligence from Ireland. 

‘© This was now a {cene fit for 
the other’s activity, and being re- 
ceived very kindly by the lord 
licutenant, out of refpect to his 
perfon, and the character he had 
under the hing, he quickly took 
upon hin to fay any thing in the 

king’s 
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hing’s name, which the lord lieu- 
tenant believed (for he was fteered 
by him) might contribute to his 
majeliy’s fervice ina time of fo great 
jealouly. About the fame time an 
exprefs arrived from Scilly, who 
was fent thence to the lord lieute- 
nant from the prince of Wales, to 
inform his lordfhip, that bis high- 
nefs was newly retired to that 
ifland, where he meant to refide as 
long as he fliould find it conve- 
nient ; and becaufe the ifland was 
oor and unfurnifhed with men, his 
highnefs wifhed that he might have 
a hundred men fc nt him, with good 
officers, for a guard to his perton ; 
having fent at the fame time to his 
royal mother the queen, who was 
then at Paris, to procure him 
moncy from thence tor the fupport 
of his perfon, and the payment of 
the foldicrs. ‘This news came no 
fooner to Dublin, but the perfon 
we mentioned prefent'y conceived 
that the prince’s prefence in Ireland 
would fettle and compofe all the 
factions there, reduce the kinedom 
to his majeity’s fervice, and oblige 
the Pope’s Nuncio, who was an 
enemy to the peace, to quit his am- 
bitious defigns. The lord leute- 
nant had fo good an opinion of that 
expedient, that he could have been 
very well contented, that, when his 
highnets had been forced to leave 
England, he had rather chofen to 
have made Ireland than Seilly his 
retreat; but being a wife man, and 
having many Githculties before him 
in view, and the apprehenfion of 
many contingencies which might 
increate thole difficulties, he would 
not take upon him to give advice 
iN A point of to yreat importance ; 
but forthwith, having a couple of 
frigates ready, he cauted a hundred 
men with their officers to be pre- 
{ently put on board according to his 
highrets’s detire, andthe lord Digby 
(who always concluded that that 
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was fit to be done, which his firk 
thoughts fuggefted to him, or 
never doubted the execution of any 
thing which he once thought fit to 
be attempted) put himfelt on board 
thefe veflels, retolving that Upon 
the flrength of his own reafon he 
fhould be able to perfuade the 
prince, and the council which at. 
tended him, forwith to quit Scilly, 
and to repair to Dublin; which he 
did not doubt night be brought 
to pals in that wav that would have 
been gratetul to the lord licutenanr, 
‘Lhe prince within a fortnight after 
his coming to Scilly, which was jn 
March, tound the. place not fo 
itrong as he had underttood it to be, 
that the ifland was very poor, and 
that he fhould not be able to draw 
any provitions thither trom Corn. 
wall, by which commerce thofe 
iflands had tiil! been {upported ; he 
refolved therefore, before the vear 
advanced tarther, when the feas 
were like to be more intefled with 
the enemy’s thips, to tranfport him- 
felf to Jerfey, which he did very 
happily, and found it to be a place 
in all refpects very fit to retide in, 
till he might better underitand the 
prefent condition of England, and 
receive fome politive advice from 
the king his tather. But by this 
fudden remove of the prince from 
Scilly, the two frigates from Dublin 
mified finding him there, and the 
lord, whoie order they were obl ged 
to obferve, made all the haite he 
could to Jeriey, where he arrived 
well, and found the prince there 
with many other of his friends who 
attended his highnefs; the two 
lords being gone but the day betore 
to attend the queen. He loft no 
time in informing his higknets of 
the happy ftate and condition ot 
Ireland, that the peace was con- 
chuded, and an army of twelve 
thoufand men ready to be trant 
ported into England, of the — 
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real and afeCtion the lord licurcnant 
had for his fervice, and that if his 
highnels would repair thither, he 
fhould find the whole kingdom de- 
voted to his fervice ; and thereupon 

fitively advited him, without tur= 
ther deliberation, to put him({elf 
aboard thofe frigates, which were 
excellent failers, and fit for his te- 
care tranfportation. The prince 
tld him that it was a matter of 
reater importance than was fit to 
e executed upon fo fhort delibe- 
ration, that he no fooner arriv- 
ed at Jerfey than he received letters 
from the queen his mother, re- 
quiring him forthwith to come to 
laris, where all things were pro- 
vided for his reception, that he had 
fent two of the lords of the council 
tothe queen, toexcufe him for not 
giving ready obedience to her com- 
mands, and to aflure her that he 
wasin a place of unque/tionable fecu- 
rityyin which he might fafely expect 
to hear from the king his father 
before he took any other refolution, 
That it would be very incongruous 
now to remove from thence, and 
to go into ireland before his meffen- 
gers returned from Paris, in which 
time he might reafonably hope to 
hear from the king himféelf, and 
fo wifhed him to have patience till 
the matter was more ripe for a de- 
termination. This. reaionable an- 
fwer gave him no fatifaction, he 
commended the prince’s averfenefs 
from going into France. which he 
faid was the mott pernicious countel 
that ever could be given ; that it 
Was a thing the king his father ab- 
horred, and never could confent 
to; ang that he would take upon 
himfel! to write to the queen, and 
to vive her fuch folid advice and 
reatons that fhould infallibly con- 
ver from that defire, and that 
Min fantly fatisty her, rhat 
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his going into Ireland was abfo- 
lutely neceffary ; but that a little 
delay in the execution of it, might 
deprive them of all the fruir which 
Was to be expected from that jour- 
ney, and theretore renewed his ad- 
vice and unportunity for lofing no 
more time, but immediately to em- 
bark. Which when he faw was not 
like to prevail with his highnefs, 
he immediately repaired to one of 
thofe of the privy council who at- 
tended the prince, with whom he 
had a particular friendfhip, and 
lamented to him the lofs of fuch an 
oceafion, which would inevitably 
reitore the king, who would be 
equally ruined it the prince went 
into France, of which he fpake 
with all rhe deteilation imaginable, 
and faid, he was fo far fatistied in 
his conicience of the benefit that 
would redound from the one, and 
the ruin which would inevitably 
fall out by the other, that he faid, 
if the perfon with whom he held 
this conference would concur with 
him, he would carry the prince into 
Ireland, even without and againtt 
his confent. The other perfon 
an{fwered, that it was npt to be at- 
tempted without his confent, nor 
could he imagine it — to bring 
it to pais it they thould both en- 
deavowr it; he replied, that he 
would invite the prince on board 
the trigates toa sladen, and that 
he knew well he could fo commend 
the veiicls to him, that his own 
cunolity would eafily invie htm to 
a view of them, -and that as fuon as 
he was on board, he would caule 
the fails to be hoifted up, and 
make no fiuy till he came into lree 
land. The other was very angry 
with him tor entertaining fuch ima- 
ginations, and told him they nea- 
ther agreed with his wifdom nor 
his duty, and left him in de(pair of 

his 
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his conjunction, and at the fame 
time being able to compafs it. 
He had no fooner difcharged him- 
felf of this imagination, but in the 
infant (as he had a moft pregnant 
fancy) he entertained another with 
the fame vigour, and refolved with 
all poffible expedition to find him- 
felf at Paris, not making the leat 
queftion but that he fhould con- 
vert the Queen from any farther 
thought of fending tor the Prince 
into France, and as eafily obtain 
her coafent and approbation for his 
repairing into Ireland; and he 
made as little doubt, with the 
qjucen’s help, and by his own dex- 
terity, to prevail with France to 
fend a good fupply of money by 
him into Ireland, by which he 
fhould acquire a moft univerfal re- 
putation, and be the moft welcome 
man alive to the Lord Licutenant ; 
and tranfported with this happy au- 
guration, he left Jericy, leaving at 
the fame time his two thips and his 
foldiers, and half a dozen gentle- 
men of quality, who, upon his de- 
fire, and many promiles, had kept 
him company from Ireland without 
one penny of money to fubfift upen 
during his abfence. 

+6 Whilft the civil wars of France 
continued, and every day difcover- 
ed treachery and talfehood in the 
couit, amonegft thofe who were 
leatt fufpeéted, his credit grew to 
that degree both with the queen and 
the cardinal, that he wag admitted 
anto the greatcit truft, and was, in 
truth, ready tor the boldefi under- 
takings, in which he had fometimes 
fuccets, which he never forgot, but 
he never rememberéd want of it, or 
when he had fucceeded very ill; 
und Was as prepared tor any new 
undertaking. And in truth, the 
changes he met with, and even the 
reparations he fometimes reccived, 
might well work upon a nature lefs 
fanguine than his. Upon the king’s 
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firft coming to Paris after the mur. 
ther of his tather, at which time he 
ftood poffeffed of the office of fecre. 
tary of ftate, he had fome very good 
friends about the young king, who 
did with that he might receive all 
gracious treatment from his majef. 
ty, as a man who had behaved him. 
felt faithfully and fignally in the 
fervice of his father, and being of 
that rank and quality as had feldom 
received any diminution upon the 
fucceflion of the crown. But his 
majefty very quickly difcovered 
fuch an averfion for him, that he 
did not receive him with any de. 
gree of grace, nor admit him into a. 
ny kind of confultation, there be- 
ing fome perfons of inferior condi. 
tion about him who had made it 
their bufinefs to make the wortt im. 
pretlion they could of him, princi- 
pally infufing into him, that he 
was the moft obnoxious perfon in 
England, and the moft ingrateful 
to all degrees of perfons, and there- 
fore his majefty could not do a more 
unpopular thing than to receive 
fuch a perfon into any kind of cre- 
dit with him. Thefe and the like 
infufions prevailed fo far, a3 that 
an ob{tinate averfion was too eafily 
difcovered by thofe who ftood very 
near, and he himfielt difcerned it 
foon enough not to expofe himfelf 
till it was difcerned by others ata 
farther diftance ; and thercfore he 
fpeedily withdrew himfelf from any 
farther attendance, and retired to 
his command in the army, where 
he crew every day, and where he 
pleafed himfelf with the having dif- 
charged his duty in the overture of 
his fervice, and as much, that that 
overture was rejected, the accep- 
tance whereof might have made him 
lefs felicitous to have profecuted his 
fortune, which Providence had laid 
before him in a more fpecious way. 
And in his refentments of this kind 


he was naturally very sharp and 
flowing 
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flowing, let the perfons be of what 

uality foever, which were to be 
mentioned upon thofe occations ; 
and yet within two or three years, 
together with the progre{s he made 
in the war, he recovered fo much 
credit with the perfon of the king, 
by his own pure addreis and dexte- 
rity, that he not only made him- 
felf acceptable to him in converfa- 
tion, but fo gracious, that he made 
him knight of the order, which was 
the greateft honour he could beitow, 
and the moft ufeful to the perion 
on whom he bettowed it. And here 
he again congratulated his ttars for 
the neglect and affront he had for- 
merly fuftained, and his own geni- 
us for the honour and reparation he 
had wrought out for himfelt by his 
wifdom in fupporting it ; and at the 
time when he had this obli#a- 
tion conferred upon him, the king 
was at the Louvre with his Mother, 
and the city of Paris, with many of 
the princes, in rebellion, Whiltt 
the king and his army were about 
St. Germains, he frankly under- 
took, by his pretence to pay his duty 
tothe King, that he would intro- 
duce officers and men enough to pot- 
fels him ‘elf of the Louvre, where the 
King was in great jealoufy and um- 
brage with the princes and the city ; 
and when the execution of this de- 
lign was by fome accident interrupt- 
ed, he never thought be owed an 
apology tothe King for engaging 
in fuch an enterprize, in which his 
perion and his honour was to be {fo 
much concerned, without fo much 
a3 communicating it to himfelf, but 
would with all affurance declare, 
that he ought not to let the King 
know of it, becaufe it could not be 
prefumed he would confent to it. and 
then it would be in his power to 
prevent it; and therefore it ought 
to be done without his privity, 
Which would abfolve him from be- 
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ing thought tov have a hand in it, 
and the advantage would be fo great 
to the King of France’s fervice, and 


‘his own glory in the luftre of fuch 


an action, that he was obliged in 
honour to undertake it. 

** It is pity that his whole life 
fhould not be exactly and carefully 
written, and it would be as much 
pity that any body elfe fhould de 
it but himfelf, who could only dw 
it to the life; and make the truett 
defcriptions of all his faculties and 
pathons, and appetites, and the full 
operation of them; and he would 
do it with as much ingenuity and 
integrity as any man could do, and 
expofe himfelt as much to the cen- 
fure and reproach of other men, as 
the malice of his greateft enemy 
could do; for in trath he does be- 
licve many of thofe particular ac- 
tions, which fevere and rigid men 
do look upon as disfigurings of the 
other beautiful part of his life, to 
be great luitre and ornament to it; 
and would rather expofe it nakedly 
to have the indifcretion and unwar- 
rantable part of it cenfured, than 
that the tancy and high projection 
fhould be concealed, it being an in- 
firmity that he would not part with, 
to believe that a very ill thing fub- 
tilly and warily defigned, and well 
and bravely executed, is much wor- 
thier of a greet {pirit than a faint 
acquiefcence under any infelicity, 
merely to contain himfelf withia 
the bounds of innocence: and yet 
if any man concludes from hence 
that he is of a ficrce and impetuous 
difpofition, and prepared to under- 
take the worlt enterprize, he will 
find caufe enough to believe him- 
{elf mittaken, and that he hath foft- 
nefs and tendernefs enough about 
him to reftrain him, not only from 
ill, but even from unkind and ill- 
natured actions. No man loves 


more paffionately and violently, at 
leaf 











leaft makes more lively expreflions 
of it ;' and that his hatred ani ma- 
lice, which fometimes brake out 
from him with great impetuofiry, 
as if he would de(troy all he dillikes, 
it not compounded proportion: ably 
out of the fame fiery materials, ap- 
pears in this, that he would not on- 
ly, wpon very fhort warning and 
very caly addrefs,, truit a man who 
had done him injury to a very not- 
able degree, but even fuch a man 
as he him'elf had provoked beyond 
the common bounds of reconcilia- 
tion; he doth not believe that any 
body he loves fo well, can be un- 
loved by any body elfe ; and that 
whatever pre} udice is contracted a- 
gainft him, he could remove it if he 
were but admitted to conference 
aith them which own it. No man 
can judge, hardly gueis, by what 
he hath done formerly, what he 
will doin the time to come; whether 
his virtues will have the better, and 
triumph over his va ities, or whe- 
ther the ftrength and vigour of his 
ambition and other exorbi itances 
will be able to fupprefs and even 
extinguifh his better difpoted in- 
clinations aud refolutions, the fuc- 
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cefs of which will always d 
upon circumflances and contingen. 
cies, and from fomewhat withour, 
and not within himéelf, I thoutd 
not imagine that ever his ac tivity, 
will be attended wth fuccefs or &. 
curity ; but, withour doubt, if ied 
his refle: ‘tions upon the y anity of 
“ world difpote him to cones 
i ce and to betake him! elt to a con. 
ochinpt ition of God and nature, or 
to a trict and fevere devotion, to 
which he hath fometimes fome 
temptation, if not inclin: ition ; or 
if a fatiety mn wrettline and frag 
gling in the world, or a ns pair ot 
profpering by thofe fr oglings 
thall prevail ‘with him to * abane 
don thofe contells, and retire at 
a good diftance from the court, 
Or ‘his book and a contemplative 
fz, he may live to a great and 
a long age, and will be able to 
leave tuch information and adver 
tifements of all kinds to potlerity, 
that he will be looked upon asa 
great mirror, by which well dif- 
pofed men may learn to drefs them- 
fe!ves in the belt ornaments, and 
to fpend their lives to the Lett ad- 
vantage of their country. 
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es E was a man of a temper 

and eontlitution Which made 
him incapable of being happy ; for, 
though he loved himielf above all 
the world, and believed himielf to 
be the wifeh man and the beit 
foldier of the nation, and had places 
and preterments proportion able to 
very great merit (when, in truth, 
he had been hberally rewarded for 
all the fervices he had done, or 
could eve: do, when he was kaight- 
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ed) ; yet, with that avourable 
opinicn of hi:nfelf, he had fo grea 

an undervaluing of all other men, 
that he was more grieved and af- 
fiicted at any good fortune, or pre- 
ferment w hich other men arrained 
to, than delighted with any pro- 
motion that befel himfelf; thougay 
confidering his great infirmities, 
his weaknefs, and his vanity, which 
were not concealed, he had a grea 
ter proportion of cood fortune thas 
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any man of that time. They who 
had known him) throughout the 
¢hole courle ot his lite, did believe 
his too good fuccets in the world, 
together with the price and vanity 
chat he contracted trom that fuccets, 
fo changed and corrupted his na- 
ture, that there remained in him 
nothing of that ingenuity, modeity, 
or generofity “ hich made him liked 
and beloved in his younger time. 

«« He was born a younger brother 
of a very good family in the Welt, 
whete his father was owner of a 
very fair eftate, and a good interctt 
and reputation, and lived with 
more fpicndour than his neighbours 
of his own rank, which caufed fome 
breach and watte in his eflate; fo 
that, having many younger fons, 
he gave them good education, and 
left them only moderate annuities 
to fupport their pretences in the 
world. ‘This gentleman was the 
younveft of five or fix fons, and 
being but a boy at the death of his 
father, was left under the tuition 
of his mother, who was a wife 
woman, and took care of bis breed- 
ing, and fent him to the univertity 
of Oxtord, where he {pent two or 
three vears as well or better than 
gentlemen of that age ufually do ; 
and then his inclinations carried 
him to London, which was the 
feene upon which aétive men firft 
fhewed themfelves. As he was of 
a very vood extraction by his f.ther, 
to he was by his mother allied to 
two good families, which at that 
time made fome eclat in the court, 
the Jermyns and the Killigrews, 
who were both poffefled of very fair 
fortunes in their feveral countries ; 
and by which, together with very 
xood narural faculties, they endea- 
voured to promote themfelves in 
the court, and were in very good 
ciumation there, and infeéted all 


their allies with an appetite co plant 
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in that climate. This rentleman 
chofe firft to fee foreign armies 
abroad, as two of his brothers had 
done before ; and fo going firft into 
the Low Countries, he chofe to go 
intoGermany with general Morgan, 
when he poffeffed himfelf of Stade, 
where-he had fome command, but 
his. health not azreeing with that 
climate, he removed into France, 
and having {pent fome time there, 
returned into England, and renew- 
ed his old inclinations and appli- 
cations to the court; but finding 
the a'cents there not made with 
that expedition as they have been 
fince, and being in his nature a litele 
unfteady and irrefolute, refolved to 
apply himfelf to fuch a courfe of 
lite as might fit him for butinefs, 
and fo intitle him to make other 
pretences in the court than to bea 
mere courticr, and with this refo- 
lution he made an sr journey 
into France to make himself perfect 
in that language ; and from thence 
made a journey intro Spain, and 
thereby obtained a competency in 
that toncue ; and with thefe facul- 
ties and qualifications he returned 
into England to profecure his pre- 
tences in the court. He was at 
this time generally beloved, and 
was always found in the beit com- 
pany, where he was very acceptable, 
being a man of good parts, and 
better bred, having feen more of 
the world than mo(t other men 
of that time, and being free from 
any lewd and {fcandalous vices ; 
and in this itate was well known 
in the town and in the court. And 
an occation falling out, in which 
the king thought it neceffary to 
fend an envoy to the court ef 
Sweden, he was made choice of, 
and performed his employment with 
approbation, and was fhorily after 
rewarded with a place of attendance 
about the queen, in the office of 
gentleman 
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gentleman fewer, which was a re- 
lation the modefty of that ume 
thought a very good preferment ; 
and to himit was the more valu.ble, 
becuufe his family and kindred were 
very powerful on that fide of the 
houfe, and the greatcf favours palt 
by the qucen’s mediation or ap- 
robation. But the troubles com- 
ing on, he eafily got a difpenfation 
for his attendance ar court, and 
engaged himfelf in the firtt levies, 
and having the reputation of know- 
ing fomewhat of war, which few 
young mcn could then pretend to, 
he commanded, the earl of Hol- 
land’s own troop, he being then 
general of the horfe ; and particu- 
larty kind to this gentleman. ‘That 
war was quickly ended, but it pro- 
duced another which lafted too 
long, in the beginning whereof he 
crew to be a major of horfe ; and 
being of the court as well as the 
camp, and a man generally efteem- 
ed, he was embarked in fome in- 
trivues with his friends at court, 
which being ill founded, and hav- 
ing fuccefs accordingly, he was 
forced to leave the kingdom, and 
upon his return was coinmitted to 
the Tower by the parliament, as a 
man difaffected to their proceedings, 
which made him more known, and 
gave him more credit, without any 
farther inconvenience to him. So 
when the king withdrew to York, 
and fent the marquis of Hertford 
with a commuiilion to fecure the 
Weitern parts, he, with the other 
principal gentlemen ot thoie coun- 
ties, attended the marquis to aifift 
him in the command of an army ; 
fir Ralph Hopton and he being 
looked upon as men of the greatett 
experience in martial affairs, which 
mott of the reit were abfolutely 
without, and fo were defigned to 
commands accordingly. 
* This gentleman had been very 


happy if he had been either us 
litied to do bufinefs, or compufed 
to be quiet without meddling jn 
any ; but he was of fo unhappy a 
conititution as that he hada etry 
perplexed underftanding, and 4 
more perplexed delivery and ey. 
preffion, and yet believed he was 
fit for the greateft trania‘tions : and 
he was of fo reftlets a nature thy 
he could never be quiet ina god 
condition, nor patient in a bad. 

* He loved fo much to be fy. 
tered, that he was at the mercy of 
any man who would attack hin 
that way, and he paid liberally in 
the fame kind, and was a very 
great flattercr himfelf, but of no 
body {> much as of himfelf. He 
never loved his equals, and always 
hated his fuperiors, and was {ill 
governed by his interiors ; he had 
a very indifferent underitanding, 
and a very obfcure and troubled 
expreifion in debate, but inveighed 
aguintt any thing that was conclud- 
ed, and always believed him/elf the 
wifeit man of the time, and took 
great pleafure in centuring the 
weuknefs and overfights in the time 
of king James, and of the coun- 
fellors which governed then, of 
whom, and the butlinefs, he never 
underilood any thing. He was full 
of pride, and not without courage, 
and would well cnough have dit 
charged the othe of a foldier, af he 
had known how to have obeyed. 
Yet he valued himfelt in that pro- 
telfion, as if he had been lieuten- 
ant-general to Julius Cafar; but 
yet he never executed anv delign 
in the command he had, with tole- 
rable fufliciency, or with any fuc- 
cefs. Yet he had gota habit ot tcll- 
ing fturies of his own actions, as 
if he had performed miracles, and 
fuftained the war in England by his 
own virtue, without ever receiving 
an affront from the cnemy ; “ 
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had fo aceuftomed himfelf to thofe 
difcourfes that he had brought him- 
felf to believe all that he had re- 

rted. He had no friends who 
heartily efteemed him, and was the 
only perfon alive who compafted all 
that he fet his heart upon, purely 
by his own ambition, without any 
merit, or ever having done any not- 
able thing, but, by a perpetual reit- 
lefnefs, and unguietnefs in himfelf, 
and being unealy to every bo ty elfe; 
or by affecting fomewhat which o- 
ther pretenders found not friends to 
keep them to, or that his friends 
did therefore help him to, to crofs 
thofe pretenders. If he lovei any 
bodyit was thofe whem he had known 
avery little while, and who had 
purchafed his affection at the price 
ef much application, and very much 
flattery ; and if he had any triends, 
they were likewife fuch who had 
known him very little, or elfe fuch 
who loved nobody elie. All men 


of parts who ever had a good opini- 
nion of him retired from it qnickly, 
and either threw him quite off, or 
lived with a dry formality with 
him ; only one, who was a worth 
perfon indeed, (Sir Hugh Pollard, 
comptraller of his majetty’s houfe) 
continued kind to him till his death ; 
and being his coufin-german, and 
having fpent the greatett part of his 
time in his company, belicved he 
was to pay that penance for the er- 
ror of his judgment; befides, his 
own longing difpofition made him 
lefs acquainted with the improve- 
ment ot his indifcretions than other 
men were; belides that he was 
much eatter in his difcourfe to him, 
than to thofe he knew lefs, and ma- 
ny things that he faid to him the 
other believed to proceed from his 
friendfhip in communication, and 
not from the malignity af his na- 
ture,” ‘ 
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“ E was a man bred from his 

cradle in the court, and 
had no other bufinefs in the world 
than to be a good courtier ; in the 
arts whereof he fucceeded fo well, 
that he may well be reckoned in the 
number of the fineft gentlemen of 
the time ; and, though his parts of 
nature were very mean, aad never 
improved by indultry, yet, paffing 
his time always in good company, 
and well qcquainted with what 
was done in all bufineffes, he 
would fpeak well and reafonably to 
any purpofe He was in his nature 
f very civil, thatno man was more 
“a with, except his interett 

I=350, 


was concerned ; and inthat he wag fo 
tenacious, that he obferved no rules 
of courtefy, reafon, orjuftice ; in all 
other matters he offended nobody ; 
but then his intereft could never be 
difcerned but by his importunity, 
being very ready, for his profit, toen- 
gage himfelf in any undertaking 
where he had credit, in which he 
neither confidered the juftice of the 
fuit, or the honour of the perfon 
with whom he defired to prevail ; 
but except it was for his profit, he 
never troubled himfelf heartily in 
any man’s pretences, what rela‘ion 
or merit foever the party had to- 
wasds him. He practifed fuch a 
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kind of civility, and had fuch a 
mean in making profeffions, that 
they were oftentimes miitaken tor 
friendfhip, which he never meant, 
or was guilty of to any man; but 
did really believe that his kind 
words and exercife of courtely de- 
ferved the utmott fervice they could 

fibly do him. He was rather a 
lover of mankind than of any par- 
ticular perfon, and would have done 
no man any harm except he could 
get by it, and then he cared not 
what he did, and thought no man 
ought to take it ill, He was not 
mifchievous in his nature or incli- 
nations, yet did more mifchief than 
any man of the age he lived in, be- 
ing the occulion of more prejudice 
to the king and to the crown, than 
any man of his condition ever was, 
and took more pains to leffen the 
king’s reputation, and to make his 

rfon undtrvdlued, than any other 
mandid; andall this without the leait 
purpofe of infidelity, or defire of 
abating his prerogative, which he 
wifhed fhould be as hich as any 
king’s ever was, and defired only 
that they might prevail over it over 
whom he could prevail, and in that 
regard he cared not how low his re- 
putation came tobe. He was in his 
fature very covetous and tenacieus, 
liberal in no degree, and denied all 
men but himfelf, and to himfelf was 
very indulgent, efpecially in hisdies, 
which was magnificent enough, and 
his table was free to all men; but 
none fo welcome to it as gametters, 
all his delight and expence was in 
play, which was the fpunge that 
fucked in, and the gulf that fwal- 
lowed up all he could get. His 
ambition was illimited, that no 
prince had fo much to give as he 
thought he had deferved ; and at- 
tervhe had lived above for'y years 
at the expence of the crown, and 
{pent more than any body clfe had 


got; he thought the court ill in 
his debt, and that his having lived 
in it fo many years, had merited 
much more than he had ever re. 
ceived trom it. If he wereeven aff. 
ted with melancholy, it was in con. 
fidering what religion to be of 
when that which he profeffed was 
fo much difcountenanced that he 
was almolt weary of it; yet few 
men fo often upon their knees, of 
fo much defired to be thought a 
good protettant by all the parties 
which profeffed that faith, and could 
willingly comply with all of them, 
and yet took time of the Roman Ca 
tholics to be better informed, He 
was a great flatterer of thofe who 
were above him, and a great dif. 
fembler to his equals and inferiors, 
and of all vices he was leatt guilty 
of pride, except in preferring hin 
felf before all men, which ther 
could never know ; and he was of 
a temper and conttitution that ex- 
ceedingiy contributed to his happi- 
nefs; tor though he loved nobody, 
he believed every body loved him, 
which was a great argument of hav. 
ing the matter wit: he never under 
went any other mortification than 
feeing men preferred whom he did 
not care for, or other men obtain 
that which he withed to have for 
himfelf. In the greatett miferies ot 
the kingdom, and whilft the great- 
eft and the beft men were exercifed 
with all kinds of adverfity, he en 
joyed the greateit plenty and pomp; 
and the king no fooner came home 
but he believed his merit in beimg 
banifhed was greater than any man’s 
fufferins could pretend to, He loves 
his country, as it is a good place to 
be a great man in, but would give 
it up to be made greater any where 
elfe; ina word, he woud dea ve 
ry extraordinary man, if he were 
endowed with any kind of fircerttfs 
and if he dies without fome °° 

fignal 
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fignal calamity, he may well be 
Jooked upon as a man of rare feli- 
oe He was a great inftance how 
much fortune can do towards the 
raifiag a man without any help of 
his own ; for being without money, 
without friends, without induftry, 
or any one notable virtue, or the 
reputation of having any, he 
mounted up to office and honour, 
and the higheft truft in bufinefs, 
without any experience in it, or 
capacity at underftanding it: and 
very few men have ever afcended 
to fuch a height, per faltum, with- 
out climbing by tteps. He was a 
younger brother of a broken and 
decayed family, by the vice and 
corruption of the perfon who raifed 
it, and fell {Candaloufly after a fhore 
profperity. He was fent to the 
univerfity, where he had a compe- 
tent fupport by the bounty of the 
founder; and his parts of nature 
were fuch as were very capable of 
improvement by moderate induttry, 
had he not valued them too high to 
adminifier any help of that kind. 
He had the opportunity to be re- 
commended to a great perfon of 
bufinefs and fancy, who took him 
into his fervice, and efteemed him 
much more becaufe he found bis 
nature and humour very like his 
own, and believed he had fomewhat 
extraordinary in him, becaufe he 
feemed to think to himfelf. He had 
addrefs enough to make himfelf ac- 
ceptable to any man who loved to 
hear himfelf commended and ad- 
mired, and he could perform that 
part with dexterity enough. Though 
he got nothing of experience in 
bufinefs by this relation, he got 
both credit and money to carry him 
into France, and from thence into 
Italy, in a dependence upon a per- 
fon who knew much and talked 
much, under whofe protection he 


ftaid fome months in Rome, He 
profited very well in underftandiag 
the languages of the places where 
he lived, and made himfelf a good 
mafter in the Freneh tongue s and 
by his addrefs made himfelf fo gra- 
cious to rhe queen and her-count, 
where he was allied to fome perforts 
who had much credit and intereft 
there, that he was preferred by the 
queen to be near the perfon of the 
uke of York, by which he became 
likewife known to the king. His 
chief talent was being pleafant, and 
good company anak thofe who 
were his fuperiors ; Amongft his 
equals and inferiors his infolence 

was intolerable, ee 
«+ He never made a notable friends 
fhip, nor ever loved a man of a 
clearer fame and reputation, except 
he was of fuch an inferior quality, 
as would abfolutely make him at 
his difpofal, He loves money im- 
moderately, and would get it! by all 
means imaginable; but his pride, 
and vanity, and ambition lead him 
into fuch a ptodigious’ expénce, 
that his gains muft excéed. all rea- 
fonable computation if he grows 
very rich, which he does ‘impa- 
tiently defire to be. Juftice was 
never otherwife confidered or men- 
tioned by him, but as it gave 
him occation and opportunity to 
enveigh aguintt the law, ‘as‘a com. 
pofition of nonfenfe, and not to be 
endured or fubmitted to by ge- 
nerous ininds; and, to exprefs his 
malice and bitternefs towards the 
lawyers, who are people he envies, 
hates and contemns as all his paffions 
and affections are engaged and in- 
volved in fuch contradi@tions ; and 
yer he is not of thofe who fancy any 
other form or model of juftice, 
otherwife than that he admires 
France, and thinks fit that all kings 
and princes fhould do whatfover 
they have a mind to do without 
La control, 
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“eontrol, and that all that other men 
have, fhould be at their difpofal. 
Jf he hath any inclinations in reli- 

ion, they are to the church of 
ome, benig a people with whom 

“he hath mott converfed, and to 

whom he hath too much underva- 

luedthe proteftant religion «which 
he never underitoood) to feem now 
to have any reverence for it; but 
furely he is without affection to, at 


, 
—_ < 


lealt reverence for any relic} 
and entertains difcourfe of it “te 
field wide and large for all, thir. 
mifhes of wit. In a word he is 
the firit man that ever aimed to be 
great in government without the 
leatt pretence of caring for religion 
or of love to juftice, and if his days 
end in ‘pre!perity he will be a rare 
example, 
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fExtracted from the 


* CIR John Davies was one of 
that illuttrious body of law- 
yers, who, at the cemmencement 
of the laft century, adorned Eng- 
Mand by their learning, and by their 
writings advanced its juriipra- 
dence. 
_ **He was the third fon of John 
Davies, of Tifbury in Wiltthire, 
who, having been of New Inn, 
returned to his native place from 
.the practice of the law, with fuch.a 
fortune as enabled him to give his 
children very liberal educations. 
Young Davies, when was not yet 
fifteen, was fent to Oxtord, in Mi- 
chaelmas term 1585, where he 
became a commoner of Queen’s 
College, which has reared fo many 
men eminent for literature. Hav- 
ing an acute mind, an attentive 
tutor, and, what is teldom the 
companion of genius, great appli- 
cation, he foon acquired a confi- 
erable fhare of academic know- 
ledge. His writings, which abound 
xa -claffic allufions, are fufficient 
proofs of his fcholaftic acquire- 
ments. He obtained the degree of 


Account of his Life, prefixed to the Collection 
of his Hittorical ‘Tracts. ] 


Bachelor of Arts, in July 1599, as 
appears trom the Fati. 

‘ Davies removed, mean while, 
from Queen’s to the Middle Tem- 
pies in February 1587-8. In this 
earned fociety he found an exten 
five field, on which to difplay his 
talents. As he abridged, at a fub- 
fequent period, the elaborate Re- 
vorts of fir Edward Coke, we might 
infer, that he was a fevere reader, 
if hjs own workg did not evince 
how much he exerted a laudable 
induftry in every fituation. But 
he was high-fpirited, perhaps quar- 
relfome ; and he interrupted his 
own ftudies, and the quiet of the 
Inn, by mifdemeanors, for which 
he was fined, and by diforders, for 
which he was removed from come 
mons. In proportion as the difeie 
pline of thofe times was rigid, were 
the manners of the ftudents heen- 
tious. With the relaxation ot difel- 
pline, diforders gradualiy  difap- 
peared. ‘To young men ot fupenor 
acquirements, much was forgivel, 
by difcerning benchers ; 20 
vies, after all his frolics, was, alone, 

called 
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called to the degree of utter bar- 
sitter, in July 1595+ 

¢ In aa age when promotion was 
gradual and flow, Davies, probably, 
did not adyance fait in his pro- 
feflion, againit fuch powerful com- 
petitors as Coke, Bacon, and other 
eminent lawyerse He was, indeed, 
thrown feveral years behind by his 
own indiferetion. **U pon fome ligtle 

rovocation (as Anthony Wood 
relates) he. battinadoed Richard 
Martin, while they were at dinner 
in the Temple-hall.” This was, 
doubtlefs, a grievous offence againit 
the fevere manners of thofe times, 
and indeed againtt the punctilious 
civility of any times: and in Fe- 
bruary 1507-%) Davies was expelled 
by the unanimous fuftrages of a 
fociety whofe privileges he had tor- 
feited, by an offence, dangerous 
to its members, and deftructive of 
its credit. Of this outrage we are 
left by Wood to guefs the provo- 
cation. 

“ Davies now returned to Ox- 
ford, in the condition of a fojour- 
ner, according co Wood, but with 
a mind improved by adveriity. He, 
indeed, fays himfelf, 


This miflrefs lately pluck’'d me by the 
cf, 
And many a golden leffon hath me taught; 
Hath made my fenfes quick and reafon 
clear, 
Reform'd my will, and redify'’d my 
thought. 


Under this thelter, and with thefe 
golden leflons, our author campof- 
ed his poem on the Immortality 
of the Soul, which he publifhed in 
1599, and entitled, Nofce Teip- 
fum. If in this fhore period he 
compofed this work, which Wood 
calls divine, he mutt have poffeffed 
very vigorous faculties. For we 
every where meet with fy {tematic 
atrangement, metaphyfical exact- 


nefs,; reach of thought, “and ele. 
ganee of diction, But his: prodo- 
minant quality is copipulnets of 
illuituadon. Speaking of the tens 
dency of affliction tu make the mind 
fhrink within herfelf,.he hus il 
luitrates a truth, which mott meg 
have unhappily felt : 


As {piders, touch’d, feck their webs in- 
moft part ; As , 

As bees, in tiorms, back ‘ro their hives 

return ; , Ab 

As blood, in danger, gathers to the 

eart, ST wines 

As men feck towns, when fors the coun 

try burn. | 


“In a ftrain of wit and gallantry, 
which. may have furnidhed ‘patterns 
to Cowley and Waller, opr authot 
dedicated his elaborate: production 
to queen Elizabeth : ort 


To that clear majefly, which, in the 
north, “ 
Doth, like another fun, in glory rife, 
Which fMandeth fix’d, yet {preads her 
heavenly worth: 
Loadfione to hearts, and load%ar to al 
cycs. 


“ Elizabeth was fufficiently eager 
of praife, which fhe received as due 
to her charms, even in the detline 
of lite, as much as to her wifdom, 
when her government was moft ref- 
pected; but fhe too feldom extended 
her patronage to the greateft ge- 
nius. This poem, however, pro- 
cuted him the notice of the great, 
and perhaps laid the foundation of 
his future fortune. 

‘« Davies was now confidered as 
a profefied wit, and at length en- 
joyed the notice, which greatne(s 
otten yields to genius, When the 

ueen was to be entertained by Mi. 
Soman Cecil, our poet was fum- 
moned to furnifh his fhare of gra- 
tulations. And he has left us A 
Conference between a Gentleman 


Uther and a Pott, before the Queen, 
B 3 at 
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at Mr. Secretary’s Houfe. ' This 
dvamatic effort ‘ot our author’s mule 
does him ‘no’ great credit as 4 poet, 
ate much it may have de- 
ghted the hearers, who came pre- 
to be pleafed, On the other 
and, ‘few of our greateft dramatic 
writers could have praduced the 
Nofce Teipfum, or the Acroftics. 
~ "© Pavies was ere long called to 
play bis own part in a drama of 
ater dignity, He was chofen 
(though by what influence, it is 
now impoflible to tell) into the laf 
parliament of Elizabeth, which 
met on the 27th of October 1601. 
He appears to have been extremely 
aétive in moying ufeful bills, and to 
have a firenuous fupporter of 
the i: of the houfe, while 
it was not yet quitefafe, He {poke 
manfully in the great debate about 
monopolies, infiiling, that the hqufe 
ought to proceed againft them by 
bill, and not by petition. It 1s 
rather remarkable, that his old an- 
tayonitt Martin maintained the other 
fide of the quettion. On this oc- 
cafion it was, that Hakewell afked, 
If bread was not in the long lift 
of monopolies ? Elizabeth, perceiv- 
ing, the houfe fo greatly agitated 
‘as to difregard her minifter’s apolo- 
gies, thought it prudent to recall 
the patents; and Davies was tent 
on the grand committee, to thunk 
the queen for’ relinguiflung pro- 
‘jects, which, happy had it been for 
prince and people, had the legifla- 
ture on this occafion abolifhed by 
Ratule te 
....** Davies had now acquired a 
fiation Of fome eminence, at a time 
et life when friendthips ate eatily 
formed, And he ardently wifhed 
tobe reftored to the privileges and 
Profits of 9 fociety, among 
whom, as he declared, he ‘had re- 
¢cived his ¢chiefeft ¢ducation, and 


who, he thought, could ump 
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from whence he expetted hi; 
preferment.” After’ fone att 
and 10 confequence of ample fb. 
miffion before chief juftice Po ham, 
and other judges, he was re 

in Trinity term, 1601, to his for. 
mer ane. Martin, at the fame 
tume, forgiving an injury : 
both’ ‘probably withed <2 fees 
It was by the favour of lord Ellef. 
mere, fays Wood, that he was re 
ftored to his chamber. Certain it 
is when Davies dedicated his Law 
Reports to that illuftrious Chancel 
lor, and worthy man, he acknows 
ledged, that lord Ellefinere « had 
heen a good angel unto him, and 
what might carry a fhew of adula. 
tion in another, mutt needs be 
thought gratitude in him.” 

** With the influence of fuch pa 
tronace, and the aid of great-abili, 
ties, Davies continued to rife in his 
profeffion, till the demife of Eliza. 
beth. New profpects opened to 
him, with the commencement of a 
new reign. If we may believe the 
great Bacon, there was, on.thit 
memorable event, a continual poft. 
ing of men of good quality towards 
the king. Davies pofted with lord 
Hunfdon to Scotland, in order to 
ofier his adorations to the rifing 
fun ; and being, among other Eng- 
lith gentlemen, introduced to James, 
the king, fays, Wood, ftraightway 
afked, if he was Notice Teipfum? 
and receiving for anfwer that he 
was the fame, his majefty grat 
cufly embraced him. ‘This condutt 
was truly charaéteriftic of James, 
who is known to have been of much 
more familiar manners than Eliza- 
beth, and ftill more forward to di 
flinéuifh Jefs ‘nrerit than Davies 
polleffed. If Facon did not accom: 
‘pany Davies, he wrote to him, 
he had done to every other rfon, 


4 J 
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2 good conceit of a concealed: poet. 
Davies was an avowed poet ; Bacon 
a concealed one. 

« It was to the patronage of fir 
Robert Cecil, as much as to the fa- 
vour of James, that Davies was 
feat, in 1603, folicitor-general to 
Ireland, and immediately appoint- 
ed attorney-general, Thefe oflices 
required, at that time, men as re- 
markable for prudence, as diftin- 
guithed tor knowledge. , 

« Davies was highly qualified for 
his ftation: and he was foon ap- 

ointed «ne of the judges of aifize, 
who, for the firft time, ever vifited 
feveral counties of Ireland, and 
who taught, at length, a rude 
people the difference between the 
tyrannic oppreffion of their ancient 
cuftoms, and the mild influence of 
jut government. In all thefe fitu- 
ations, Davies obtained the praifes 
of his fuperiors, as a painful and 
well deferving fervant of his ma- 
jelly. 

“ It was on thefe circuits, pro- 
bably, which enabled him to vitit 
every province of Ireland, that he 
met with Eleanor, the third daugh- 
ter of lord Audley, who having 
dilinguifhed himfelf in the Irith 
wars, now enjoyed dignified eatfe, 
among a people that admired his 
valour. This lady he married : 
but, trom her eccentricity of tem- 
per, he could not derive much do- 
mettic happinefs. She brought 
himonly one fon, who died a youth, 
in his father’s lite, and one daugh- 
ter, Lucy, who having married 
Ferdinando Haftings, carried the 
blood of Davies, with his fortune, 
unto the family of Huntingdon. 

** With the extenfion of law over 
amore quiet people, law-fuits ne- 
ceffarily increafed ; and.as the bu- 
bnefs of the courts of juftice aug- 
mented, the. practice of Davies al- 
© catended, in proportion to the 
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greatnefs of his ftation and his ta- 
lents. He was called to the de 
gree of ferjeant at law, in Trinity- 
term 1606, and received the ho- 
nour of knighthood, on the sith 
ot February 1607. Thefe promo- 
tions he owed to the patronage of 
Lord Ellefmere and the Earl of Sa- 
liibury, with whom he correfpond- 
ed. Sir Edward Coke was at the 
fame time called to the degree of 
ferjeant, being appointed chief juf- 
tice of the Common Pleas. But Sir 
Francis Bacon was {till left undif- 
tinguifhed behind, to the infinite 
mortification of an ambitious mind. 

‘*Sir John retained his oflice 
of attorney-general of Ireland, not- 
withitanding his degree of ferjeant, 
the king having fpecially difpenf- 
ed with his prefence in England. 
Thefe honours, we may ealily fup- 
pofe, did not leifen his practice, or 
his credit; and there remains fufli- 
cient evidence, that he did not dif- 
continue his accuitomed diligence. 

‘«¢ Among his mott laborious avo- 
cations, fir John employed much 
of his time in itudying the compli- 
cated hiftory of Ireland, and in 
tracing, through various revolu- 
tio’ , the origin of its laws, and 
progrefs of its coniiitution. 

‘¢ He publifhed the refult of his 
inquiries in 1612, under the well- 
known title of A Difcovery of the 
true Caufes why Ireland was never 
entirely fubdued till the Beginning 
of his Majefty’s Reign. This ela- 
borate performance he dedicated to 
the king, in a Latin line, which im- 
ported that it is the firit duty ot a 
prince to know his own dominions. 

‘¢ This work is often quoted: 
and it can never be read without 
pleafure or inftruction. Dr. John- 
fon by trequently citing the Difco- 


_very, and the Nofce Teipfum, as au- 


thorities, has enrolled the writings 
of fir John Davies among the hag 
B4 lifh, 
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fh claffics; Whether as an ac- 
knowledgment for this dedication, 


‘or 4s a reward for greater fervices, 


our author was, in June 1617, ap- 
arg the king’s ferjeant. But 
e not long after lott his firft and 
fteady patron the Ear! of Salifoury, 
who diéd when his wifdom and his 
influence were the moft neceffary 
toa court, fwayed by favouritifm, 
and to acountry governed by mi- 
nions. Sir John was foon elected 
into a itill more diftinguifhed fta- 
tion. Amidit the diftractions of ci- 
vil war, and the repofe of fubfe- 
quent projects of improvement, no 
cemmygps had been called in Ire- 
and during the laft feven and 
twenty years; yet, never were le- 
iflative aéts more neceflary. The 
rifh nation was divided into two 
parties, whofe power was nearly e- 
qual. ‘The Roman Catholics form- 
ed the great body of the people: 
the Proteftan's compofed probably 
not more than one fourth. ‘The laws, 
however, impofed on the objects ot 
their jealoufy many difabilities ; and 
the protettants of confequence en- 
joyed all official profit and all poli- 
tical power, When the people and 
the government ftand thus oppofed 
to cach other, diffatisfaction mutt 
ever predominate. Such was the 
ftare of Ireland, when manifeft u- 
tility induced the lord deputy to if- 
fue writs for a new election in 1612, 
Both parties exerted the artifices 
and the violences, which accompa, 
nv popular clections, when the 
minds of the clectors are ttrongly 
agitated by hopes or apprehenfions. 
The Roman Catholic party carried 
their elections chiefly in the coun- 
ties; the proteftant party in the 
boroughs, feveral of which had 
been lately ereéted, during the pro- 
grefs of plantation. Sir John Da- 
vies was elected for the county of 
¥ermannagh; being the firit re- 





“ame eet Which it had ever ekg 
en. 

*¢ The houfe of commons config, 
ed now of two hundred and twent 
five members. Of thefe there 
peared when the-houfe Met, Of the 
proteftant party, one hundred ant 
twenty-one ; of the Roman Catho. 
lic, one hundred and one. ‘This 
proximation to equality had been al 
fo fufficient to Create Preat intrigues 
and altercation in any popular af. 
fembly. But, among the members 
who were then aflembled to chuf 
a {peaker, and who were animated 
by a fenfe of ancient antipathy and of 
recent oppofition, the rumult ap» 
proached nearly tothe bloody feenes 
of a Polifl diet. Sir John Davies was 
propofed as {peaker by the court: fir 
john Everard, who had been an Irith 
judge, but refigned, becaufe he could 
not take the oath of fupremacy, was 
fupported by the Roman catholic 
party. The houfe divided. The 
court members went out, according 
to parliamentary form. But their 
opponents, confidering themfelves 
as the majority of legal reprefenta. 
tives, placed fir John Everard iy 
the chair, as duly elected, and no- 
thing remained for the real majoriy 
ty but to remove the inrruder, or 
to place the true fpeaker in the fame 
chair, ‘Ihe perfeverance of the 
majority induced the minority fo 
fecede there an aflembly which they 
thus found they could not rule, 
All parties had been fo much ate 
cuftomed in that country to attempt 
every thing by force, that the pat 
liament-men had not yet learned to 
defeat, or to qualify difagreeable 
meafures by fly intrigue, pertina 
cious debate, or by clofe divilions. 
The great body of the people ap- 
plauded the feceders. And the 
lord deputy Chicheftcr, whofe pre 
dence was equal to his firmnels, pr 


rogued the parliament, in order (© 
"8 P ’ Coles 
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faffer men’s minds to cool, and to 
enable the feceding members to lay 
their complaints before the king. 
1 the moment of high paffion, it 
's not eafy to pleafe either party. 
On this difficult oceation, the lord 
deputy had not the good forturte to 
gratify either. When commiilioners 
werefenc by the Roman catholic fac- 
tion to ftate their grievances, he 
was equally obliged to appear at 
Whitehall, forthe purpoie of de- 
fence or explanation. Uhey were 
all patiently heard. Bacon, who, 
as attorney-general, was confulied 
about the atftirs of Ireland, told 
king James, that it was always fate 
to keep in the middle way between 
extremes. The complaints about 
elections were all declared to be 
groundlefs except thofe of two bo- 
roughs, which had been erected af- 
terthe iffuing of the writs. The 
threats of refiftance were oppofed 
by denunciations of punifhment. 
The feceders were reproached tor 
their late outrages ; but they were 
promifed future favour, in return 
for peaceable behaviour. As it of- 
ten happens, nobody was gratified, 
yet every one was obliged to fub- 
mit, becaufe there appeared no re- 
medy but civil war for whatever 
grievance, 

* Oar author, mean while, con- 
curred with other learned men in 
the revival of the antiquary fociety, 
which having been intlituted in 


1590, but afterwards difcontinued, . 


was now revived by fir James Ley, 
in 1614. To be aflociated with 
fuch men as Cotton, Hackwell, 
Camden, Stow, Spelman, Whit- 
lock, in illuftrating the progrefs of 
our manners and our arts, the rife 
of our political inftitutions, the im- 
provement of our jurifprudence, the 
hittory of our civiland military tranf- 
xtions, would do honour toa name 


leis dignified than that of fir John 
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Davies, by extenfive knowledge, eles 
gant literature, andetlimable writings, 

“ Our author found leifure 
at length, in 16:5, to publith 
his Reports of Cafes adjudged in 
the King’s Courts in Ireland. Thefe 
were the firit reports of Irith judg- 
ments which had ever been made 
public, during the four hundred 
years that the laws of England had 
exifted in this kingdom. They 
contain fpecial cafes in points of 
learning, not common, or: at leaft 
not largely debated, in the Englifh 
law books. And he prote(ts, that 
they were collected principally 
for the ufe of the pra¢tifers in Ire. 
land, and to invite others in this 
kingdom, by his example, to per- 
form the like fervice to potlerity. 
As none had gone before him, tew 
indeed have followed him, in this 
ufeful tract of illu(trating aa im- 
portant fcience. 

“* Having performed this laft fer- 
vice to Ireland, fir John retired, in 
16016, from a country, which could 
have been no very agreeable reti+ 
dence, diftrafed as it now was by 
fatiiog, and embittered by enthu- 
fiafin. 

‘ Sir John now lived among men 
of learning and genius, with that 
reception which is due to one who 
had diftinguifthed himfelf,  fays 
Wood, as a bold fpirir, a ready 
wit, and a great feholar. And, as 
king’s ferjeant, he continued the 
practice of the law, and was often 
affociated as one of the Judges of 
atlize. Some of his charges on the 
circuit ftill remain in the Mufeum, 
as additional evidence of his laud- 
able diligence and profound know- 
ledge. 

** It probably occurred to our au- 
thor’s mint, without communica- 
tion with his friend Bacon, who 
had now rifen to a fuperior ftation, 
from which he was foon to fall, 

that 
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that influence in the houfe of com- 
mons gives influence in every other 

And Davies fecured his feat 
tor Newcaftle-under-Line, by what- 
ever means, inthe parliament, which 
having been called in 1620, afiem- 
bled on the 30th of January 1620- 
21. Seidom has there appeared in 
any houfe of commons a body of 
more profound lawycrs, of more ac- 
complifhed ftatesmen, of more vir- 
tuous patriots, than met on that 
occafion. Sir John Davies teldom 
{poke, except on the affairs of Ire- 
land, being from his office of king’s 
ferjeant, perhaps more than from 
principle, a favourer of the court. 
When it was moved to acquaint the 
king with the gricvances of Ireland, 
confidering how much blood and 
treafure it had coft this kingdoin, 
fir John faid, it is expreily in the 
law books fet down, that Ireland is 
a member ot the crown of England; 
yet this kingdom here cannot make 
jaws to bind that kingdom ; tor they 
have there a parliament of their 
own. 

‘¢ It is a remark which does no 
little credit to Ireland, that fearce- 
ly any man ever enjoyed the offices 
of her government, who did not 
prove for ever atter her ttrenuous 
defender. 

*¢ Our author found amufement, 
by publithing his Nofce Teipfum and 
Acrotiics, during 1622, to which 
he now added Orcheftra a poem, 
on the antiquity and excellence of 
dancing. He, with great propri- 
ety, dedicated the Orcheltra to 
Charies Prince of Wales: 


* The faire flow'r of nob!e chivalry ; 
And of st. George's band the braveft 
knight 
Then ae praife may be prefented 
we 
To him, whofe a&ions add more praife 
thereto 


Than all the Mufes with their pens candy. 
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*¢ When compared with the dedi 
cation of Noice ‘Teipfum to Eliza 
beth, this may, without much in 
juttice, be contidered as a forry a 
net, without the vigour, the tane ‘ 
Or copiouincis of Davies, What 
has been obferved of Drygen’s 
poems to Cromwell. a man of deeds, 
and to Charles lJ. a fovereign of 
fufferings, may be remarked of the 
dedications to Elizabeth and prince 
Charles. The Queen had done 
much; the Prince of Wales had 
only danced. The lovers of poet. 
ry have lamented, that fo ingen. 
ous a poem as the Orchettra fhould 
have been left unfinifhed; or a 
leaft, that the defective part fhould 
be loft. The copy printed by the 
author muit have, doubtlets, been 
perfect. And it is only to be re 
gretted, that the fubfequent editors 
did not print from the firtt edition, 
which may fill be found, by dili. 
gent enquiry, though it is not ia 
the Mufeum. 

*¢ Our author, probably, wrote 
no more for the public. He em 
ployed the fhort remainder of an 
ufeful life, in difcharging the du- 
ties of his profetlion, and in per 
forming the offices of ftriendflip. 
While his fovereign was preparing 
to raife him to higher honours. he 
died of an apoplexy, in the night 
of the 7th of December 16.6, io 
the fifty-feventh year of his age. 
He had previoufly fupped with the 
lord keeper Coventry, who gave 
him afflurances of being chief jul- 
tice of England, in the room of Sir 
Randolph Crew ; but he lived not 
to enjoy, for a day, the eminent 
ftation, which he had amply cari 
ed by his learning, his fervices 
and his honourable conduct, He 
was buried in St Martin’s church 
in the Fields. . Here a monument 
was erected, in order to inform pe 
fterity, that he had been a at 
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‘lities, and a moft excelent 
ding wr in profe and verfe ; 
chat he had always tempered the te- 
verity of the lawyer with the po- 
litenefs of the gentleman ; that he 
had been a faithful advocate, an 
impartial judge, and a true Chritti- 
an, His monument is forgotten ; 


but his works remain. Of inge- 
nious men, who dedicate their la- 
bours to the inftruction of their 
country, it ought to be the incen- 
tive, and the confolation, that their 
publications are perufed long after 
other monuments are fallen. 





Some ACCOUNT of DE FOE. 


(Extracted from his Life prefixed to the Third Edition of his Hifttory of 
the Union between England and Scotland. } 


« P\ANIEL FOE, or De Foe, 

as he is faid, by his ene- 
mies to have called himfelf, that 
he might not be thought an Eng- 
lithman, was born in London, a- 
bout the year 1663. His family 
were probably diffenters, among 
whom he received no unlettered e- 
ducation ; at leat .it is plain from 
his various writings, that he was a 
zealous defender of their principles, 
and a ftrenuous fupporter of their 
politics, before the liberality of our 
rulers in church and flate had freed 
this conduct from danger. He me- 
rits the praife due to fincerity in his 
manner of thinking, as well as to 
uniformity in his habits of a¢ting, 
whatever obloquy may have been 
cait on his name, by attributing 
writings to him, which he was itu- 
dious to difavow. 

‘¢ Wherever our author was edu- 
cated, he wrote, when he was not 
yet twenty, a pamphict in 1683, 
againit avery prevailing fentiment 
m favour of the Turks, but in op- 
polition, to the houfe of Auitria: 
and before he was three and twent 
he appeared in arms for the Duke 
of Monmouth. Of this exploit he 
boafis in his latter years, when it 
Was no longer dangerous to avow 

‘ 


his participation in this imprudent 
enterprife, with greater men of fie 
milar principles. 

‘¢ Having efcaped from the dan- 
gers of battle, and from the fan 
of Jefferies, he found fecurity in 
the more gainful purtuits of peace. 
Yet he was prompted by his zeal 
to mingle in the controveriies of the 
reign of James II. whom he boldly 
oppofed, by warning the diffenters 
ot the iecret danger of the infidi- 
ous toleration, which was offered 
by that monarch’s bigotry. 

‘© When our author republifhed 
his writings, he did not think proper 
to preferve his tract againit the 
Turks any more than his pamphlet 
againit the king. 

‘¢ From 1685 to 1695, he acted as 
a hofe factor in Freeman’s yard, 
Cornhill: but the hober and the 
poet are very irreconcileable cha- 
racters.. With the ufual impru- 
dence ef fuperior genius, he was 
carried by his vivacity into compa- 
nies, who were gratified by his wit. 
He {pent thofe hours in the hilari- 
ty of the tavern, which he ought 
to have employed in the calcula- 
tions of the counting-houfe: and 
being obliged to abfcond from his 
creditors, in 1694, he attributed 

thofe 
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thofe misfortunes to the war, which 
were doubtiefs owing to his own 
mifconduct. He afterwards carried 
on the brick and pantile works near 
‘Tilbury fort ; though probably: with 
nefaccefs. He was in aftertimes 
wittily reproached, that he did not, 
like the Ik gyptians, require bricks 
without ftraw, but like the Jews, 
required bricks without paying his 
labourers. He was born tor other 
enterprizes, which, it they did not 
gain him wealth, have conferred ‘a 
renown, that will defcend the cur- 
rent of time with the language 
wherein his works are written. 

‘¢ While he was yet under thirty, 
and had mortified no great man by 
his fatire, or offended any party by 
his pamphlets, he had acquired 
friends by his powers of pleafing, 
who did not, with the ufual infta- 
bility of friendfhips, defert him a- 
midit his dittrefles. They offered 
to fettle him as a factor at Cadiz, 
where he had had fome previous 
correfpondence. In this fituation 
he might have procured. bulinels 
by his attention, and accumulated 
wealth without a rifque: but, as 
he affures us in his old age, Pro- 
vidence, which had other work for 
him to do, placed a fecret averfion 
in his mind to quitting England. 
He had confidence enough 1n his 
own talents to think, that on this 
field he could gather laurels, or at 
leaft cain a livelihood, 

‘\ In a projecting age, as our au- 
thor denominates the reign of king 
William, he was himfelf 4 projec- 
tor. While he was yet young, De 
koe was prompted by a vigorous 
mind to think of many {chemes, and 
fo oiler what was moft pleafing to 
the ruling powers, ways and means 
for carrying on the war. He wrote, 
as he fays, many fheets about the 
coin ; he propoted a reviiter for fea- 
men, long before the act of parlia- 


ment was thought of; he pro; 
ed county = and fale ae 
goods ; he mentioned a Propofal for 
# commiilion of inquiries into bank. 
rupts eftates ; he contrived a 
fion office for the relief of the poor 
It is always curious to trace 4 
thought in order to fee where. jt 
firft originated, and how it was af. 
terwards expanded. Projectors, fays 
our author, are to be generally ta. 
ken with an allowance of one half 
at leaft. However his propofals 
were taken, certain it is, that when 
he ceafed to be a hofier, he wa, 
without folicitation, appointed ae. 
countant to the commitlioners for 
managing the duties on glafs, 

*¢ It is an obfervation of experi- 
ence, how impoilible it is to propofe 
a tax that has not becn offered be. 
fore. In the prefent moment, one 
of the ways and means of De Foe 
is furely remarkable :—*+ Land and 
trade,” fays he, *¢ have been kandied 
roughly enough. The retailers are 
the men who ieem to call on us to 
be taxed; if not by their own 
extraordinary good circumittances, 
though that might bear it, yet, by 
the contrary in all other degrees in 
the kingdom. Befides, the retail 
ers are the men who could pay 
it with leait damage; becauie t 
is in their power to levy it agaia 
upon their cuttomers in the pnees 
ot their goods ; and is no more than 
paying a higher rent for thet 
fhops.”” Thus, as a piace math 
thought our author, Ic was fe 
ferved for the iren age of finance 
to fee his propofal adopted, after 
various attempts and rejections, 

a neceflity, which, when real, } 
tifies the meafure that cannot be# 
voided, 

‘« From projeéts of ways and 
means, De Foe’s ardour foun car 
ried him into the thorny ways of fa 
tiric poetry ; ami his mufe ae 
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ed, in 1701, The True-born Eng- 

«For this defence of king Wil- 
liam and the Dutch, De Foe was 
amply rewurded. - How this poem 
was the occafion, fays he, “ of 
my being known to his Majetty ; 
how [ was afterwards received by 
him; how employed ; and how a- 
bove my capacity of deferving, re- 
warded; is no part of the prefent 
cafe.” Of the particulars, which 
the author thus declined to tell, 
nothing now can be told, It is on- 
ly certain, that for the royal fa- 
vours De Foe was always grateful. 

«When “the pen andink wr was 
raifed againft a ftanding army,” 
fubfequent to the peace of Ryf- 
wick, our author publifhed an ar- 
gument to prove that a {landing ar- 
my, with confent of parliament, is 
not inconfittent with a tree govern- 
ment. 

When the nation flamed with 
faction, and the men of Kent de- 
fired the Commons * to mind the 
oo more, and their private heats 
efs, De Foe publifhed in 170', The 
Orginal power of the collective 
Body of the People of England ex- 
amined and afferted. ‘This timeful 
treatife he dedicated to king Wil- 
ham, in a dignificd ftrain of ner- 
vous eloquence. 

“ At a time when “ union and 
charity, the one relating to ovr 
civil, and the other ¢o our religious 
concerns, were ftrangers in the 
land,” De Foe publithed, in 1701, 
The Freeholders Plea againtt ftock- 
Jobbing EleGions of Parliament- 
men. This is certainly a very per- 
fuative performance, though, doubt- 
le's, many voters were then in- 


fluenced by arguments ftill more. 


perfoafive, «© Tt is very rational 

to fuppofe,”” fays dur author, “ that 

they who will buy will fell; or, 

Woat teems more rational; they 
2 
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who have bought muft fell. For 


this feems to be a plain confequence, 
that he who makes ufe of any 
clandeftine method to get into the 
Houfe of Commons, muit have fome 
clandettine defigns to carry on avhen 
he is there.” 

** How much foever king William 
may have been pleafed with the 
True-born Englifhman, he was moft 
probably little gratified by our au- 
thor’s reafons againit a war with 
France, This argument, fhewing 
that the French king’s owning the 
prince of Wales as king of England 
is no fufficient ground of a war, is 
one of the fineft, becaufe it is one 
of the moft ufeful tracts in the 
Enghith language. 

‘© A fcene of forrow foon after 
opened, which probably embittered 
our author’s future life. The 
death of king William deprived him 
of a protector, who, as he flattered 
himfelf amidft his later -dittrefles, 
would never have fuffered him to 
be treated as he had been in the 
world. Of that monarch’s memory, 
he fuys, that he never patiently 
heard it abufed, nor ever-could do 
fo: and in this gratitude to a royal 
benefactor there is furely much 
to praife and nothing to blame. 

“In the midit of that furious 
conteft of party, civil and religious, 
which enived on the acceflion of 
queen Anne, our author was nao 
unconcerned fpectator. He repub- 
lithed his Enquiry into the Oceafi- 
onal Conformity of Diflenters, which 
had been publithed without effect 
three years before. He reprobates, 
with the untorbearance of the times, 
“this fait and loofe game of re- 
ligion ;”” for which he had never 
met ‘with any confiderable excufe 
but this, ** that this is no confor- 
mity in point ot religion, but dane 
as a civil aétion.” He foon after 


publithed another Enquiry, in order 
to 
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to fhow, that the diffenters are no 
‘ways in occafional con- 
farmity. The controverfy, which 
in thofe days occafioned fuch vehe- 
ment contefts between the two 
Hovfes of Parliament, is probably 
filenced for ever; but De Foe 
opens this tract with a fentiment 
which ought never to be forgotten : 
«+ He, that oppofes his own judg- 
ment againft the current of the 
times, ought to be backed with un- 
anfwerable truths; and he, that 
has that truth on his fide, is a fool, 
as well as a coward, if he is afraid 
to own it, becaufe of the multirude 
of other men’s opinions. ’Tis hard 
for a man to fay, all the world 1s 
miftaken but himfelf; but if it be 
fo, who can help it.”’ 

¢ During the previous twenty 

ears of his life, De Foe had bufied 

imfelf unconfcioufly in charging 
a mine, which now blew himfelf 
and family into air. He had fought 
for Monmouth ; he had oppofedking 
James; he had vindicated the re- 
volution ; he had panegyrized king 
William ; he had detended the 
rights of the collective body of the 

ople ; he had difpleafed the trea- 
- furer and the general; by objecting 
to the Flanders war; he had ban- 
tered fir Edward Seymour and fir 
Chriftopher Mufgrave, the tory- 
leaders of the Commons; he had 
jut ridiculed all the high. flyers iy 
the kingdom, and he was obliged 
to feek for fhelter from the indigna- 
tion of perfons and purties, thiis 

overpowering and refiftlefs. 
| «¢ A proclamation was iffued, in 
January, 1702-3, offering a reward 
of fifty pounds for difcovering his 
retreat. 

** He foon publifhed an Expla- 
nation ; theugh he ‘ wonders: to 
find there ghould be any occafion 
for it.” But fince ignorance,” 
fays ha, * has led moi men toa 
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cenfure of the book, and fome 
ple are like to come under the dif. 

leafure of the government for jr. 
in juftice to thofe who are in day, 
ger to fuffer by it; in fubmiftion to 
the parliament and council who 
may be offended at it; and coup. 
tefie to all miltaken people, who, 
it feems, have not penetrated into 
the real defign ; the author prefents 
the world with the genuine mea. 
ing of the paper, which he hopes 
may allay the anger of governme 
or at leatt fatisfy the minds of fuck 
as imagine and defign to inflame 
and divide us :” and protefting the 
honetty of his purpofe, he refolved, 
if the people now in trouble might 
be excufed, to throw himfelf upon 
the favour of government, rather 
than others fhould be ruined for his 
miftakes. Neither his fubmitive. 
nefs to the ruling powers, nor his 
generofity with regard to his prin- 
ters, was a fufticient fhield from the 
refentment of his enemies. He 
was found guilty of a libel, fen- 
tenced to the pillory, and adjudged 
to be fined and imprifoned.’ 

‘> While, as our author tells, he 
lay friendlefs and diftreffed in the 
prifon of Newgate, his family 
ruined, and himfelf without hopesof 
deliverance, a meflage was brought 
him from a perfon of honour, whom 
till that time he had not the leat 
knowledge of. This was no lefs a per- 
fon than fir’ Robert Harley, the 
fpeaker of the Houfe of Commons, 
who was foon made fecretary of 
fiate, and who afterwards became 
lord treafurer and earl of Oxford. 
Harley approved probably of the 
principles and conduct of De Foe, 
and doubtlefs forefaw, that, duriag 
a factious age, fuch a gemus cou 
be converted to/many ufes. 
he fent»a ver¥al meflage to th 
prifoner, defiring to know what he 
could do.for him. Our author 

. readily 
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readily wrote the ftory of the blind 
man in the Gofpel, concluding — 
Lord, that I may receive my fight. 

« When the high-flyers were 
driven from the eminence which 
enabled them to do mifchief rather 
than good, Harley became fecre- 
tary of ftate, in 1794. He had now 
frequent opportunities of vepre- 
feating the unmerited fufferings of 
De Foe, to the queen and to the 
rreafurer.’ Yet our author con- 
tinued four months longer in gaol, 
The queen, however, inquired into 
his circumitances, and lord Godol- 
phin fent, as he thankfully acknow- 
ledges, a confiderable fum to his 
wife and family, and tohim money 
to pay his fine, and the expence of 
his difcharge. Here 1s the toun- 
dation, fays he, on which he built 
his firt fenfe of duty to the queen, 
and the indelible bond of gratitude 
to his benetactor. 

“To be relieved from gaol, muft 
have been a circumitance futtici- 
ently plealing : but, to be employed 
by fuch miniiters, to be approved 
of, and rewarded, and employed 
arain, while his old enemies the 
high-flvers were in difgrace, mutt 
have been extremely flattering toa 
mind at once ardent and grateful. 
That he was engaged in feveral 
honourable, though fecret fervices, 
by the interpofition of his firit 
benefactor ; that he was fent abroad, 
and ran perfonal rifques equal to 
thofe of a grenadier on the coun- 
terfcarp, he himfelf affures us : but 
of the bufinefs, which our author 
did not think fit to explain, no 
knowledge can now be gained from 
the filence of the grave. 


“Tris faid, though perhaps with- 


out fufficient authority, that the 
vigorous remoftrances of De Foe 
procured the act for the encou- 
ragement.of learning, by vetting 
the copies of printed books in the 
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authors or their affigns. The va- 
nity of an adminiitration, which 
atlected to patronize the learned, 
concurring with the mutual intereit 
of authors and bookfellers, pro- 
duced at length this falutary law, 
that our author alene had called for 
without fuccefs. 
*¢ Our author was foon after en- 
gaged in more important, becaute 
much more ufeful bufinefs. Lord 
Godolphin fent him to Scotland, 
on an errand which, as he fays, 
was far trom being untit for a fo- 
vereign to dire¢t, or an honeft man 
to perform. His knowledge of 
commerce and revenue, his powers 
of infinuation, and, above all, his 
readinefs of pen, were deemed of 
no fmall util:ty, in promoting the 
Union. And we fhall find him no 
inconfiderable actor in the perfor- 
mance of that greatett of all good 
works. He attended the committees 
of parliament, for whofe ufe he 
made fevcral of the calculations on 
the fubject of trade and taxes. He 
complains, however, that when at- 
terwards fome clamour was raifed 
upon the inequality of the propor- 
tions, and the contrivers began to 
be blamed, and a little threatened 
a-la-mob. that it was DF. made 
it all, and he was to be ftoned for 
it. He endeavoured to confute all 
that was publifhed -by the popular 
*writers in Scotland aguintt the Uni- 
on: and he had his fhare, of danger, 
and, as he fays, he was watehed 
by the mob, in order to know 
where to tind him; had his cham- 
ber windows infulted; but, by the 
prudence of his friends, and God’s 
providence, he efcaped. In the 
mid{t of this great feene of bufinefs 
and tumult, he colleéted the do- 
cuments, which he afterwards pub- 
lifhed tor the inftruction of poite- 
rity, with regard to one of the moit 
ditlicul’, and, at the fame time, the 
mo 
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moft fortunate tranfactions in our 
aunals. ~ 

«¢ How he was rewarded for all 
thefe feryiees, and ali this rifque, 
he does not tell ; and cannot now be 
eafily known. He already enjoyed 
an appointment, which had been 
formerly made in. @niider.tion of 
a fpecial fervice of no fmall dan- 
ger: yet is there reafon to think, 
that he had a penfion rather than 
an office, fince his name is not in 
the red-book of the queen ; and he 
folemnly avers, in his appeal, that 
he had not interelt enough with 
lord Oxferd to procure him the 
arrears due to him in the time of 
the former miniltry. This ap- 

intment, whatever it was, he is 
ftudious to tell, he originally owed 
to Harley : he, however, thankfully 
acknowledzes, that lord Godolphin 
continued his favour to him a'ter 
the unhappy breach that feparated 
his firft benefactor from the mi- 
niiter, who for three years conti- 
mued in power. 

«© The nation, which was thus 
filled with combuttible matter, burit 
into flame, the moment of that 
anqmorable feparation, in 1707. In 
the midit of this conflagration 
our author was not inactive. He 
waited on Harley, after he had 
been driven_from power, who ge- 
neroufly adviied him to continue 
his fervices to the queen, which he 
fuppofed would have no relation to 
perional differences among {ttatel- 
men. Godolphin received him with 
equal kindnefs by faying,—lI al- 
ways think a man honeit till I find 
the contrary. And if we may cre- 


dit De Foe’s afleverations, in the 

prefence of thofe who could have 

convicted him of falfehood, he for 

three years held no corre{pondence 

with his principal benefactor, which 

_ great man never took ill of 
ie 
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“ When Godolphin was 
turn expelled, our author jy the 
fame manner waited on the CX-mi. 
nitter, who obligingly faid to bj 
That he had the fame good wit 
but not the fame power to afl 
him: and Godolphin told him 
what was of more real ule, to tg 
tll he faw things fettled, and then 
to receive the Queen’s commands 
from her confidential fervants, Jp 
naturally occurred to De Foe, tha 
it was his duty to go along with e. 
very miniftry, while, as he fays, 
they did not break in on the confi. 
tution. And who can blame ave. 
ry fubordinate cilicer (if indeed he 
held an othce), who had a wife 
and fix children to maintain with 
very fcanty means? He was thus, 
fays he, caft back providentially on 
his firit benefactor, who laid his 
cafe before her Majeity, whereby 
he preferved his intereft without a 
ny engagement, 

** De Foe now lived at Newing- 
ton, in comfortable circumftances, 
preparing fome works for the prefs, 
and publifhing the Reviews ; in this 
jituation he gave and received ma 
ny wounds, during the pen and ink 
war of that contentious period. 

“Our author found leifure at 
length to republifh, in 1718 4 
Hiftory of the Union, which, a 
he fays, lay longer in the prefs than 
he expected; and which is now pu- 
blifhed a third time, when a fimilat 
union has become the topic of pub- 
lic debate and private converfation, 
It feems to have been but little no 
ticed when it firft appeared : for %& 
the preface ftates, it had many dif. 
ficulties in the way ; many 
to encounter, and parties tovpleafe. 
The fubject of this work is the com 
pletion of a meafure, which was 
carried into effect, notwithitanding 
obitructions apparently infurmount 


able, and tumults apres o “ 


in hig 
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lion ; and which has produced 
= “<7 defigned, beyond ex pecta- 
tion, whether we conisder its in- 
fluence on the government, or on 
the happinefs of the governed. 
The language of this narrative, if 
ir wants the dignity of the great 
hiforiang of the prefent day, has 
greater fweetnels ; if it 18 not 
fometiines gramm itical, itis always 

ile; and if ic is thought de- 
fective in ftrength, it muft be 
allowed to poffefs in a high degree 
an eafy flow of entertaining periods, 
Confidering the factioufnets of the 
age, the author’s candour is ad- 
mirable. He is at once learned 
and intelligent. And the minute- 
nels with which he defcribes what 
he faw and heard on the turbulent 
flage, where he acted a confpicuous 
part, is extremely interefting to us, 
who wifh tu know what actually 
pafied, however this circumitan- 
tiality may have difguited contem- 
porancous readers. Hittory is 
chiefly valuable as it tranfmits a 
faithful copy of the manners and 
fentiments of every age. This 
narrative of De Foe is a drama, in 
which he introduces the highett 
peers and the loweft peafants, fpeak- 
ing and acting according as they 
were each actuated by their cha- 
ratteriflic paffions ; and while the 
man of tafte is amu‘ed by his 
manner, the man of bufinefs may 
draw initruction from the docu- 
ments, which are appended to the 
end, and interfperfed in every 
page. 

“Unhappily for his fame, De 
Foe’s connection with the pillory 
has tranfmitred his name with no 
good report to pofterity. If we 
could civeft ourfelves of hereditary 
prejudice, and judge of him by 
what he faid and did, we fhould 
fee him rife fuperior, as a flatefman, 
to the great men of both fides, 

1786, 


who, having entangled themfelves 
in names, bade defiance to common 
fenfe. 

‘* The year t71- may be re- 
garded as the period of our author’s 
political lite. Faction henceforth 
tound other advocates, and parties 
procured other write:s to diflemi« 
nate their fuggetlions, or to pros 
pagate their taliehoods. De Foe 
now lived, difcountenanced and 
diftreffed, at Newineton, and com- 
forted only by a wife, whom he 
loved, and by fix children, whom 
he had taken great pains to edu- 
cate. In this retirement he is fuppof- 
ed to have written the well-known 
Life and furprifing Adventures of 
Robinfon Crufoe; the firft part 
of which was publifhed in 1719, 
and the fecond before the end of 
the year. The reception of it was 
popular, and the fale was great: 
for the ftory, fays the preface, 
‘‘ was told with mod-fty and {fe- 
rioufnelsg and with religious appli- 
cation of events to the ufes to 
which wile men always apply them ; 
the inftruction of others by ex- 
ample, and the jullification of Pro- 
vidence in all the different eir- 
cumftances, during the fufferings 
of this world.’”” The attention is 
fixed either by the fimplicity of 
the narrative, or by the variety of 
the incidents; the heart is amended 
by a vindication of the ways of 
Cod to man, and the underftanding 
is informed by various in{tances of 
the fuperiority of the ufeful over 
the orn:m-utal arts: the young are 
inftructed, while the old are a- 
mufed, 

** How De Foe employed his 
latter years, it is now impoffible 
to know. If he publifhed The 
Family Inftructor and the Plan of 
Commerce, with other finaller 
tracts, which are atrributed to him, 
it may be truly affirmed, that his 
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old age was wfefully fpent. He died, 


in Ap il 173%) within the parith of 


St. Giles’s Cripplegate, London, 
at an age, if he was born in 1663, 
when it was time to prepare for 
his laft voyage. He left a widow, 
Sufannah, who did not long furvive 
him; and fix fons and daughters, 
whom he boatts of having educated 
as well as his circumftances would 
admit. 

‘© Te is no eafy tafk to afcertain 
the value, or the titles of m.ny of 
our author's writings, if we except 
thofe which he. corrected him et 
and publifhed in his lite-time. His 
pocms, whether we regard pro- 
priety of fentiment, or {weetuels 
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of numbers, may, without nruch 
tots of pleature or pront, be refign. 
ed to tholeg who in schisetion “af 
Pope, poach in the fields of obfo- 
lete poetry for brilliant thoughts 
felicaties of phrafe, or for happy 
thymes. De Foe’s ecclefiasical 
Pamphlets may be relinguithed 
the perufal of thofe who delight in 
eccletiattical polemics. Bot his 
tracts, political and commercia) 
the lovers of that liberty which he 
ably detended, and the friends of 
that trade which he liberaily ex. 
plained, muit with to fee refeued 
trom oblivion, and republithed 
without the contamination of mats 
ter lefs engaging and inftrudtive.” 


to 
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ALI BEY. 


[Extracted trom Savary’s Lerrers on Ecyrr.] 


os LI BEY was born in Na- 
tolia, in 1728, and receiv- 

ed at his birth the name of Joufeph, 
fofeph. Daoud his tather, a Greek 
pricit, of one of the motl ditiin- 
guifhed families in the country, 
defigned him to fucceed to his dig- 
uity, and neglected no part of his 
aducation, but fate had otherwite 
ordained, At thirteen years old, 
Jofeph, hurried on by the ardour 
of his age, was hunting with other 
young men ina neighbouring torett: 
robbers tel) upon them, and car- 
ried them ort, in fpite of their cries 
and ther refittance. The fon of 
Daoud being taken to Grand Cairo, 
was fold to Ibrahim Kaai, a licu- 
tevant ef the Janizaries, who had 
Rim circumeifed, clothed him in 
the drefs of the Mamalukes, and 
called him by the name of Ali, 
gnder which"he has hen fince 
known. 
2 


He tase him maflers of 


the Turkifh and Arabic languiges, 
und of horicmanfhip. Conpelled 
to give way, he deplored in his 
heart the lofs of his parents, and 
his change of religion. Infenfibly 
the kind treatment of his patron, 
the diguities with which bis vanity 
flattered him, andabove all, theex- 
amp'e of his companions, gave him 
a rciith for his new fituation. ‘The 
vivacity of his mind atlorded him 
the means of diflinguifhing himfelt, 
In the courfe of a few years he 
was perfect‘mafter of the languages 
that were taught him, and evea 
excelled in all bodily &xereifes. 
None of the Mamal kes managed a 
horfe with more addrefs, nor threw 
the javelin with greater force, nor 
made ufe of the fabre and fire 
arins with more dexterity than him 
His application to iludy, and his 
graceful manners, made him dear 
brahim Kiaia. Charmed with his 

talents, 
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talents, he raifed -him rapidly to 
the different enplovments of his 
houfehold. He toon attained the 

vt of Selittar Aga, fwordbearer, 
and of Kafnadar; treafurer. The 
intelligen:e he difplayed in thefe 
employ ments gained him more and 
more the good ¢ graces of his patron, 

who created hiin a Cachet at the 
ave of two and twenry. 

” 4 Become a governor of to vns, 

nifelied his natural equity in 
MM tdninittration of juftice, and 
his difeerament in the acquilition 
of the Mamalukes, to whom he 
endeavoured to communicu.te his 
eemus. It was here he laid fecret- 
fy the foundation of his future 
greatnefs. Nort only had he gain- 
ed the affeion of Ibrahim, but 
judging that the favour of the Pa- 
cha might be mide fubfervient to 
his ambitious views, he made a 
point of pleating him. This vice- 
roy was called Rahiph ; : he wus a 
man of real merit, difcovering in 
the youny Cachet-an upright “and 
elevated mind, he granted him his 
friendflip, and declared himfelf his 
protector. 

‘*He remained feveral vears a 
Cachef. His p: atron, Lbr: him, he- 
ing elected Ewir Hi L 1, or prince of 
the carav: an, Which is the fecond 
dignity'in Egypt, he took him with 
him to efcort the pilerims. Intheir 
march they were att: atked by the 
Arabs. «Ali fell upon them at the 
head of the Mamalukes he com- 
manded, and behaved with fo much 
valour, that he re epulted the ene. 
mv, and killed a great number on 
the fpot. On his return, feveral 
tribes being collected, were deter- 
mined to avenge their deteatr. The 
young Cachef gave them battle. 
He precipitated “himf If like li¢ht- 
nine amidtt their fquadrons, and, 
overturning every thing that op- 


poted his _Palfage, he obtained a 
fienal y j Orv. 


ed no more. Ibrahim did juitice 
to the fervices ot his lieutenant in 
full counci!, and propofed to create 
him a Sangiak. {brahim, the Cire 
cafhan, an enemy to the former, ops» 
pofed it with all his might, and em- 
ployed all his elouence to prevent 
a nomination which difpleafed him, 
The Emir Haji prevailed. Ali was 
nominated by the Divan; Eddin 
Mohamed, the Pacha, confirmed | 
this choice, clothed him with « 
caftan, and gave him, agreeable to 
cuftom, the Firman of Bey. 

** Become now one ot the 24 
members of the republic, he never 
torgot his obligations to his patron, 
and'defended his interefts with an 
admirable conftancy. In 1758 the 
Emir Haji was murdered by the pare 
ty of Ibrahim, the C ircaffian. From 
this moment Ali meditated ven- 
geance. For three years he con- 
cealed i in his heart his refentment 
for this murder, and employed all 
the refources of his. mind to arrive 
at the poft of Scheik Eibalad, the firit 
dignity of the republics in 1763 
he attained that dangerous title, the 
fummit of his ambition. Soon af- 
ter, he revenged the blood of his 
protector, by facrificing Ibrahim, 
the Circafliin, with his own hand. 
In comm tting this defperate.action 
he followed the impulfe of hatred 

rather than of prudence ; ; for it raif- 
ed up numerous enemies again{t him. 
Allthe S: ingiaks, at: ached tothe pare 
ty of the Circaffian, confpired againtt 
him. Expofed to their intrigues, 
and on the point of being murder 
ed, he faved himfelf by ilivht. Af- 
ter rapidly croffing the defa: tsof the 
ifthmus ot Suez, he repaired to Je- 
rufalem. Having gained the good 
eraces of the governor of that city, 
he tho: uoht h imfelf in fafete. Bur 
friendfhip has no facred afylum a- 
mongit the Turks, when oppoled 
to the commands of the defpot. 


he Arabs appeage, His enemies were afraid of htm, e- 
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ven in his exile. They wrote to 
the Porte to demand his death, and 
orders were immediately fent to the 

overnor to firike off his head. 
_atanal ag Rahiph, his old friend, 
now one of the members of the 
Divan, gave him timely warning, 
and advited him to flyfrom Jerufalem. 
Ali therefore anticipated the arrival 
of the Capigi Bachi, and took re- 
fuge with Scheik Daher, prince of 
St. John of Acre. This refpect- 
ableold man, who for fifty years had 
defended his little principality a- 
gaintt the whole forces of the Ot- 
toman empire, received with open 
arms the unfortunate Scheik Elbalad, 
and afforded him hofpitality, that 
faered pledge of the fatety of man- 
kind, whole holy ties are never vi- 
olated by the Arabs. He was not 
long in difcovering the merit of his 
gucit, and from thar moment load. 
ed him with carefles, and called 
hin his fon. He exhorted him to 
fupport adverliry wth courage, 
fi.ttered his hopes, foothed his for- 
rows, and made him tatte of plea- 
{ures in the bofom even of his dif- 
grace. Ali Bey might have patted 
his days happily with Scheik Daher, 
but ambition, that preyed upon him, 
would not fufler him to remain in- 
active. He carried on a fecret cor- 
refpondence with fome of the San- 
giaks attached to his intereft. He 
inflamed their zeal ~by the tempta- 
tion of better government. ‘The 
prince of Acre, on his part, wrote 
to his friends at Grand Cairo, and 
urged them to haften the recall of 
the Scheik Klbalad. While this 
was going on, Rahiph, vow grand 
vilier, openly efpoufed the interett of 
his old friend, and employed all his 
credit to obtain his re-citablifhment. 
Thete different means fucceeded to 
the wifhes of Ali. ‘Ihe beys in- 
vited him to return to Grand Cairo, 
and to refume his dignity. He fet 
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off unmediately, and was rece; 
with the Siligeaone of the opi, 
“ The Scheik Elbalad rettored 
was neverthele/s pe: fectly acquaint 
ed with the precarioufnefs of his 
fituation. He could never reckon 
upon a tranquil adminifiratiog, 
Hatreds were ftifled, but not ex. 
tinguifhed. On all fides the ftorm 
was gathering around him. All 
thofe whom the murder of Jbra. 
him, the Circaffian, had 
were contlantly {preading finares 
him. All his penetration was ne 
ceflary to avoid them. They wait. 
ed only for a favourable occation to 
let their refentment break out, The 
death of Rahiph, which. happened 
in 1763, furnithed them this oppor. 
tunity. They threw off the mak, 
and declared open war againt him, 
On the point of perithing, he e 
fcaped into Arabia Felix, vititing the 
coails of the Red Sea, and once 
more took refuge with the Scheik of 
Acre, wo received him with the 
fame tendernefs. This wife old 
man, taught by the experience of 
fourlcore years, had gone through 
every reverfe of fortune He was 
calculated to furnith confolation to 
the wretched. He charmed by the 
wifdom of his converfation the litt 
leffuets of his guett; he revived bis 
courage by the hope of a happier 
hereatter, and endeavoured to make 
him forget his misfortunes. Whilf 
he was alleviating his destiny, the 
Sangiaks of the party of Ibrahim, 
the Circaffian, trufting in the total 
deftruction of their enemy, aba 
doned themfelves to all forts of vex 
ations, and perfecuted thofe who 
were devoted to the interetts of All, 
‘Vhis imprudence opened the eye 
of the majority. ‘They perceived 
that they were the dupes of a few 
ambitious men, and, to ttrengshen 
their party, recalled the Schetk El. 
balad, and promiled to on 








with all their power. He fet off 
immediately, with the embraces of 
the Scheik Daher, who proffered the 
fincerett wifhes tor his rofperity. 
On his return to Grand Cairo, in 
1-62, Ali held a counct] with his 
rtizans. He reprefented to chem 
thar moderation had only excited to 
revenge the friends ot Jbrahim, that 
nothing but flight would have fav- 
ed him from, their plots; and thar, 
to fcure the common fatety, thefe 
turbulent fpirits muft be facrificed. 
The whole aflembly applauded this 
refolution, and the next day they 
took off the heads of four of them. 
This execution infured the tran- 
quillity of Ali. He faw himfelf at 
the head of the government, and 
in the fpace of fix years he raifed 
fixteen of his Mamalukeés to the 
dignity of Beys, and one of them 
to that of Janizary Aga. The prin- 
cipals were Mahomed Abou Dahab, 
limacl, Mourad, Haffian, Tenta- 
oui, and Ibrahim. ‘lhe firft was 
his countryman. He purchafed him 
in 175%, and had a particular af- 
fection for him. . 
“Supreme chief of the repub- 
lic, he adopted every meafure to 
render her power durable. Not 
content with increafing his Mama- 
lukes to the number of fix thou- 
fand, he took into pay ten thoufand 
Mograbi. He made his troops ob- 
ferve the moft rigid difcipline, and, 
by continually exercifing them in 
the handling of arms, formed excel- 
lent foldiers. He a'teched to him- 
felt the young men who compofed 
his houlehold, by the paternal at- 
tention he paid to their education, 
and above all by bettowing favours 
and rewarcs on thofe who were the 
moft worthy. His party beceme fo 


powerful, that fuch of his col- 
leagues as were not his frit nds, 
dreaded his ower, and did not dare 
60 thwart his projects. Believing 
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his authority eftablifhed on a folid 
bafis, he turned his attention to the 
weltare of the people. The Arabs, 
difperfed over the deferts, and on 
the frontiers of Egypt, committed 
ravages not to be fupprefied by a. 
fluctuating government. He de- 
clared war, and fent againtt them 

bodies of cavalry which beat them 

every where, and drove them back 
into the depth of their folirudes, 

Exypt began vo refpive, and agri- 

culture, encouraged, flourifhed ouce 

more in that rich country. Having 

rendered the chiefs of each village 

refponfible for the crimes of the in- 

habitants, he punifhed them until 

the authors of the offence were de- 

livered into the hands of juftice, 

In this manner, the principal cii- 

zens looked atter the public fafety, 

and for the firft time, tince the coms 

mencement of the Turkifh empire, 

the travellerand the merch.nt could 

pals through.the whoe extent of 
the kingdom, without the appre- 
henfion of an infult. Acquainted 
with the excefles ot mercenary fol- 
diers, both in the capital and in 

the provinces, he ordered the pere 

{.ns injured to addrefs their com- 

p'aints immediately to him, and he 

never failed to do them jutftice. 

“ The Scheik Elbilad, wifhe 
ing to give a frefh proof of his 
friendfhip to Mahomed Abou Da- 
hab, and to attach him by an indif- 
foluble tie, beftowed his fifter in mar- 
rage on him. For three days their 
nuptials were celebrated by illumi- 
nations, by horfe races, and brilli- 
ant entertainments. But this was 
only accumulating favours on atrai- 
tor, who was meditating in filence, 
the ruin of his benefactor. Con- 
nefled fecretly with the remains of 
Ibruhim’s family, he afpired to the 
fovereign power. Ambition and 
thirft of gold had corrupted his 
heart. Every method by which he 

C3 nigh 
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might poffibly attain the dignity of 
Scheik Elbalad appeared to him le- 
gi imate. The Sangivks with whom 
he had an underitanding, being no 
ftrangers to his avarice, gave him 
contiderable {ums to'engage him to 
pet Ali out of the way. Knowing 
how difficult his own vigilance, and 
the luve of thife abour hin, ren- 
dered the execution of this plot, 
end fearing for his life, he deterred 
3t to a more favoursble moment, 
and kept the gold. But to increafe 
the contidence of his friend, and 
fill more to blind him, hed icovered 
the confpiracy. This «ont: ilion tuc- 
cerded tey ond his expectation. "The 
tendernefs of Ali for a brother-i: - 
law. to whom he thought himfelf 
indebted for his life, became excef- 
five. Abou Dahab never loft fight 
of his infamous project. He at- 
temped the fidelity of ‘Tentaoul, 
anu offered him 300,00¢ livres to 
murder his patron whiltt he played 
atchefs with him. ‘This brave chief 
flew immediately to acquaint Ali 
with the pr. pofal. The Schetk El- 
balad, too much prejudiced in fa- 
vour of Mahomed, only laughed 
at it. ‘lhe traitor de!cated in thir, 
tried another method, He endea- 
voured to force his wife to poifon 
a brother fhe loved, by preienting 
him a dith ef coftee. She rejected 
the propofition with horror, and 
fent a tauhiul flave to corjure Ali 
to be upon his guard, and to fear 
every thing from Abou Dahab, :s 
his motft dangerous enemy. So ma- 
ny Warnings ought to have open: d 
his eyes, but his tendernefs for him 
was exceifive. He could net be- 
lieve in crimes his own heart re- 
volted at, and the confcioufnefs of 
his bounties removed every appre- 
hention,. 

** In 1768 the Rufhans declared 
war againit the Porte, and their 
ficeis penetrated into the Mediter. 
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ranean. The Scheik Etbalad, gy, 
cording to cutlom, levied twelve 
thoufand men to tend to the afiii. 
ance of the Grand Signior, Hix ~ 
nemics availed themfelves of this 
circumitunce to ruin him, They 
wrote to the Divan of Conflani. 
nople, that the troops he was col. 
lecting were deilined to ferve in the 
Ruffian armies, with which coun 
he had formed a treaty of alliance, 
The letter was tigned by feveral 
beys. The calumuy was credited 
without farther exam nation, and 
the Sultan immediately difpatched 
a Capigi Bachi, with tour fircilites, 
to rake off hs head. Fort lately 
for Ali, he had « trufty agent in the 
councl He fent «fh wirheut lof 
of time, two couricis, one b- fea, 
the other by land, to a quaint him 
with this treachery. ‘Ti ey arrived 
before the erand fignior’s mefiens 
gers. The Schetk Elbalad kept the 
mutter fecret. He fent to Tenta 
out, in whom he placed great coa- 
fidence, and, diicovering to him the 
mytiery, commandcd him to dif 
guife himiclf hke aa Arsb, andto 
co with twelve Mamalukes, twenty 
miles dittant trom Cairo, and wait 
for the grand fignior’s «miflaries, 
You will take from them, added hr, 
their difpatches, and you wid put 

them to death, 
¢ ‘Tentaoui acquitted himfe!f per- 
feétly well of his commuiilion, At 
ter waiting fome time in the fation 
attigned him, tll the Capiy Bacht 
and his fate llites made their appeal 
ance. He laid held of their yer 
fons, wretted from them the fatal 
oder, flew thei all, and buried 
them in the fand. Poflefled of the 
firman the Schcik Elbalad aflem- 
bled the chiefs of the republic, and 
after communicating it, he addretie 
ed them: * How long tl all we fub- 
mit to be the victims of the defpo 
tifm of the Ottoman Porte? Whi 
confidence 
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confidence can we have in treaties 
with her? A few years fince, fhe 
ynade a part of the chiets of this 
republic perifh, contrary to a'l jut- 
tice. Several amongit you witnedl- 
ed that bloody execution, and ftill 
bear the marks of it. Behold the 
blood of four of your colleagues, 
with which this marble we are this 
moment treading on is {till red. ‘To- 
day mv death is ordered = To-mor- 
row will be demanded the head of 
him who fhall fill my p'ace. This 
is the moment to fhake otf the yoke 
of a defpot, who, violating our pri- 
vileges and ovr laws, feems to dif- 
pole of our lives as he thinks pro- 
vr. Let us join our arms to thote 
of Ruffia. Let us free this repub- 
lic from the domination of a barba- 
rous mailer. Aid me with your ef- 
forts, and I will anfwer for the lhi- 
berty of Eeypt.” This difcourfe 
produced all the effect thar Ali had 
a richt to expect tromit; the fix- 
teen bevs of his party exclaimed 
with one voice, that war mult be 
declared ava'ntft the grand figmior. 
Such ws were of a contrary opini- 
on, unable to oppofe it, promited 
to fecond it with all their power, 
The Pacha received an order to quit 
bevpt in four and twenty hours. 
‘The Scheik Elbalad communicated 
this refolution to the Prince of A- 
cre, promiling to join his troops 
with thofe of Egypt, in order to 
conquer Syria. 

‘He had formerly, as we have 
feen, furveyed the Jemen, and the 
caliern coait of the Red Sea. Judg- 
ing what advantages he might de- 
rive 11om the commerce and produc- 
tions ot thofe countries, if he could 
fubsect them to his government, he 
levied two armies, the one of twen- 
ty-hx thoufand cavalry, the other 
ofnine. The command efthe for- 
mer he gave to his brother-in-law, 
and that of the fecond to If{mael 


Bey. Abou Dahab was to attack 
Arabia Felix, and the interior pro- 
vinces; Ifmuel, the maritime towns 
and the fea-ports. He gave the ge- 
neral the plans they were to follow, 
and equipped a fleet to coatt along 
the Red Sea, and fupply them with 
provifions. He had calculated like 
an able warrior, the obftacles they 
had to furmounr, and fuccefs de- 
pended on their fidelity in carrying 
his orders into execution. ‘Ihe E- 
gyptian cohorts left Egyptin 1770. 
Whilit they were on their march 
to the conquett of Arabia, the Sche- 
ik Elbalad remained in the capital, 
where he gave up his whole artten- 
tion to the internal police of the 
kingdom, and to the happinefs of 
the people. 

*- The cuftom-houfes of Egypt 
had long been in the hands of Jews, 
who committed horrid depredations, 
and harraffed foreigners with impu- 
nity. He removed them, and en- 
truited their adminiftration to Chrif- 
tians of Syria with a particular ree 
commendation to favour the Euro; 
pean merchants. He was fentible 
how flourifhing Egypt might be- 
come by commerce. His project 
Waus to open it to all the nations of 
the world, and to render it the eme 
porium of the merchandize of Eu- 
rope, India, and Africa, To ete 
fect this, it was only neeeffary to 
provide for the fecurity of the 
caravans, and to put the merchants 
under the protecnon ot the laws ;, 
which he did, by checking on eve- 
ry fide the vagabond Arabs, and by 
eflablifhing at Grand Cairo, Selim, 
Aga, and Solomon, Kiaia of the 
Janizarics, to protectthe merchants, 
and to fee juilice done them. With 
the fame view he or ¢red his gene- 
rals to leave officers in the tea ports 
they might take, to receive the vef- 
fels from India, and to defend them 
again{t the natives of the country. 

_ 4 He 
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He was not long in reaping the fruits 
of his wife adminiftration. He 
had the happinefs to fee the Egyp- 
tians relieved, ftrangers favourably 
received, the public fafety efta- 
blithed, agriculture encouraged, and 
the republic raifed to a pitch of 
fplendour fhe never had attained 
fon the firft hour of her exiflence. 
© Whilft he was thus glorioufly 
employed, his generals triumphed 
jn Arabia. Abou Dahab conquer- 
ed the Jemen ¥n ohe campaign, 
deftroyed the Scherif of Mecca, 
and fubftituted in his place the 
Emir Abdalla, who, to pay bis 
court to Ali, graified him with 
the pompous title of Sultan of 
Ecypt and the two feas. I{macl, 
on his fide, made himfelf matter of 
all the towns bordering on the 
‘eaftern fhore of the Arabic Gulf, 
They returned to Cairo covered 
with laurels. The inhabitants re- 
ceived them with loud acclama- 
tions, and their triumphs were 
celebrated by {plendid tettivals. 

*¢ Ali had not laid afide the 
expedition againft Syria. In 1771 
he fent Mohamed Abou Dahab to 
attempt that conqueft, at the head 
of forty thoufand men. Whilft 
thefe troops were traverfing the 
defert, veflels, equipped at Dami- 
etta, tranfported to St. John of 
Acre, the neceffary fupplies for 
them.  Availing himfelf, like an 
able politician, of the prefent cir- 
cumffances, the Scheik Elbalad 
wrote to count Alexis Orlow, then 
at Leghorn, to form a treaty of al- 
liance with the emprefs of Ruffia. 
He offered the admiral on his part, 
money, provifions, and foldiers ; 
requiring only a few engineers, 
and engaged to unite his forces 
with thofe of the Ruffians to over- 
throw the Ottoman throne ‘The 
count thanked Ali, encouraged him 
in his glorious enterprize, made 
I 
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him great promifes, which 
never realized, and affured him tha 
he fhou!d lofe no time in lay; % 
we 30 laying his 
difpatches before his fovere; n 

‘« He had deputed the year be. 
fore a Venetian merchant, called 
Rofette, to propofe an alliance With 
the Republic of Venice, and to 
encourage her to retake from the 
Turks thofe iflands and delightful 
provinces fhe had formerly poffeffed 
in the Mediterranean. He pro. 
mifed to aid her with all the furces 
of Egypt, and to re-eitablith there 
her ancient commerce ; but the 
Republic declined this hardy en- 
terprize. 

“ During thefe negociations, 
Abou Dahab, atlified by the coun. 
fels and the fuccours ot the prince 
of Acre, took all the towns of 
Syria from the Ottomans, and drove 
them before him like a flock of 
fheep. 

‘© He had long meditated the 
ruin of Ali, his patron, his brother. 
in-law, his friend, ‘The defire of 
gaining the foldiery, by making 
them the companions of his vic 
tories, had alone induced him to 
take arms, and influenced all his 
meafures. The inteieft of Egypt, 
which the union with Syria would 
have rendered independent of the 
Porte, had no part in_ his projects. 
No fooner was he fure of his ofhcers ¢ 
and foldiers, than, after making 
them take an cath of fidelity, he 
hoitied the ftandard of rebellion. 
He withdrew all his garrifons from 
the conquered places, and, renders 
ing abortive the fruit of fo much 
blood fpilt, and of a whole year of 
conquefis, he re-entered Egypt 
On his departure the Tourks retook, 
without a ftruggle, the cities he 
had taken from them, razed theit 
walls, and added new fortifications. 
Abou Dahab, thus elated with 
fuccefs, did not dare at firft " a 

a 














the capital, where his rival 
== powerful. He “4 + along 
the weftern coatt of the Ked Sea, 
crofled the Defert, and marched into 
Upper Egypt. Ir was then he 
made an open difplay of his cr- 
minal intentions. He took Girge 
and other important towns, By 
force or by aidrefs, he gained the 
bevs who commanded there, and 
defcended towards Cairo. 

«“ Ali Bey repented, but too 
late, having followed the emotions 
of his heart rather than the dice. 
tates of prudence, by placing in the 
hands of a traitor a command with 
which he fhould never have cn- 
trufted him. He ftill had retources, 
and he haftened to oppofe them to 
his enemy. Having collected twenty 
thoufand men, he put at their head 
limael Bey, on whofe experience 
and fidelity he thought he could 
fafely reckon, Abou Dahab was 
encamped near Gaza; Ali ordered 
his general to take poft near to Old 
Cairo, and prevent the enemy from 
paling the river. Nothing was 
more eafy; but the pertidious 
Ifmacl, bafely betraying the in- 
terefts of his patron, formed a 
treaty of alliance with Abou Dahab, 
and pafled over to his camp. The 
junction of the two armies was a 
thunderftroke for the generous Ali. 
In the firft emotions of defpair, 
he determined to fhut himfelf up 
in the caftle of Grand Cairo with 
his few brave adherents, and to 
bury himfelf under its ruins. ‘The 
fons of Scheik Daher, who loved 
him, reprefented to him the folly 
of this refolution, and conjured him 
once more to efcape with them to 
St. John of Acre. He felt the 
wiidom of their council, and fol- 
lowed it. He wrote inftantly to 


count Orlow, requetling him to 
lend fome warlike ftores, and fome 
oilicers 1o him into Syria. He 
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entrufled thefe difpatches to the 
Armenian Jacob, who had already 
acquitted himfelf of a fimilar 
commiifion, colleéed his treafures, 
and loaded them on twenty camelse 
He fent to demand from Mallem 
Reifk, whom he had made intendant 
of the revenues of Egypt, ail the 
money he had collected; bur the 
knave had hid himfelf, and it was im- 
poffible to find him. In the middle 
of the night, Al Bey, accompa- 
nied by the fons of Scheik Daher, 
Tentaovi, Rutiuan, Haffan, Kail, 
Mourad, Abd, Errohman, Latif, 
Mouitafa, Ibrahim, Zoulficar, Ha- 
cheph, Ofman, Gelim, Aga, and 
Soliman, Kiaia of the Janizaries, 
all beys of his creation, and about 
7000 troops, left Cairo for the third 
time, and fled acrofs the deferts, 
He carried with him twenty-four 
millions of livres (about one mil- 
lion fterling) in gold and filver. 
After tive days forced march, he 
arrived on the 16th of April, 1772, 
at the gates of Gaza, and hist 

began to breathe. The treafon of 
two men, on whofe friendfhip he 
had the ftricteft claims, rent his 
heart with forrow. He fhuddered 
at the very name of Abou Dahab, 
and his blood boiled in his veins. 
This agitation, added to the fatigue 
of fo difficult a rout, brought on 
a ferious malady, A prev to the 
moft gloomy melancholy, be looked 
for death with a fort of confolation. 
Liberty procured to Egypt, Arabia 
fubmitted to his fway, juttice efta- 
blifhed in the cities, commerce 
flourifhing, the good he had already 
done the people; all thofe advan- 
tages, which it was the wifh of his 
heart ftill farther to procure them, 
he faw for ever vanifhed, and this 
bitter reficétion filled the meafure 
of his misfortunes. Whilft he was 
cruelly fuffering under thefe poig- 
navt cares, the Scheik Daher, that 
re- 
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refpeétable old man, his faithful 
friend, his protector in_adveriity, 
came to vilit im i in his tent. “After 


mingling’ his tears with’ thofe of 


Ali, he called him his fon, and 
tried by exhortations full of fenfe 
and tendernefs, to communicate 
fume comfort to his forrows. He 
reprefented to him that bis fituation 
was not defperate, that the Ruffian 

uadron was at hand, and that, 
with this fuccour, he might {ill 
regain the dignity from which. he 
had been precipitated by treafon, 
How erful are the tender con- 
folations of friendfhip on fentible 
hearts! It is a falutary balm that 
penetrates all our fenfes, and heals, 
as if by enchantment, the wounds 
both of the foul and of the body. 
Ali experienced its effects, and 
hope once more appeared to renew 
the lamp of life. The Arab prince 
had brought with him a phyhci.n, 
whom he left with his fick friend, 
and he recovered his health in a few 
weeks. 

«+ A detachment of the Ruffian 
fyuadron appearing before Acre, 
Ali took the advantage of this op- 
portunity to write to count Orlow. 
He mace the fame requett as before, 
deuring him to fend him tome 
cannon and engineers, and a corps 
of three thoufand Albenians. He 
afflured him, that immediately atter 


his seinitatement, all the forces of 


Egypt thould be at his ditfpofal. 
Betiges this, he addrefied a letter to 
the Czarina, in which he folicited 
her alliance, and propofed to her 
a commercial treaty with Eoypt. 
Zulticar Bey, the bearer of thele 
difpatches, was commiflioned to 
pretent to the Rutan admiral three 
tine horfes, richly caparifoned, It 
is certain that it Rutha had only 
fent this feeble fuccour to the 
Scheik Elbalad, he would have 


triumphed over his cucmics, and 
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have been prec: “med king of f Fe 
Nor can it be doubted fi 
charatter, and every con 
circunittance, that he would hay 
delivered into the hands « : 
Ruilians the commerce of the exis. 
ern world, and have g:anted the m 
ports in the Red Sea and the Me. 
diterranean, This alliance gy! ‘oht 
have overated a total ch, nee of 
affairs in the Eait, The Ruffian 
finps fet fail for Paros the 18h of 
May, 1772, and conducted the 
ambaffador of Ali. 

‘6 The precipitate retreat of A. 
bou Dahab had given the Turks 
time to regain their pofleilions, and 
to fortify them. Having formed a 
corps of fix thoufand men, he gave 
the command of it to the brave 
Tentaoul, and ordered him to at. 
tack Seide. Scheik Lebi, and Sche 
ik Crim, one the fon, the other the 
fon-in-law of the prince of Aere, 
joined the Egyptian chief, * and 
marched in concert with him. Ja 
their route they fell in with the ce 
lebrated Haffan Pacha, who was 
expecting them, in an advantage 
ous puit, at the hea! of thirteen 
thoufand men.  Notwithitanding 
their inferiority, they cid not he 


Ypt, 
om his 
CUrrenr 


at the 


litate to give hin batrle. Their 
eavalry was excellent. They ruth 
edin a body on the Turks, broke 


through their ranks, cut a great 
number of them in pieces, and put 
the rett to flight. The fu: rptives 
conveyed the alarm to Scide, which 
iadantly opened her gates to the 
conquerors, ‘Tentaoui leaving @ 
earrifon in the town, under the Of- 
ders of Haflan Fey, returned to the 
camp, W here he received the com- 
pliments of Ali, and of the prince of 
Acre. 
“On the 13th of Anguit, in the 
fame year, Ali marched againtt Jal- 
ta, accompanied by the valiant fons 


ot she Scheik Dahe fle ‘ 
ee Anes 








«“ After the capture,of Jaffa, the 
Scheik Elbalad led his troops to Ra- 
ma, which was carried iword in 
hand, Thefe fuccetles raited the 
hopes of his partizans, and infpir- 
ed him with the confidence of re- 
turning triumphant to Grand Cairo. 
Alihad conttantly maintained a cor- 
refpondence with the chiefs of the 
lanizaries, Who have great power 
in the capital. ‘The promifes with 
which he flattered them, and the a- 
verfion with which 4bou Pahab’s 
avarice in{pired them, determined 
them openly to efpouie his party, 
andto demand his recall. ‘hey 
wrote to hin that he might return, 
aad that they would detend his in- 
terefts. his news overwhelmed 
him with joy ; he imparted it to his 
friends, and prepared tor his re- 
turn to Egypt. Scheik Daher was 
of a different opinion, He advifed 
him to wait the promifed fuccours 
ot the Rutlians, to foment divifions 
amongft the chiefs of the republic, 
to be previoufly well affured of the 
difpofition of the troops in his fa- 
vour, and not rafhly rifk his for- 
tune and his life. ‘Thefe counfels, 
dictated by prudence, were not fol- 
lowed. Ali, impatient to return 
to Grand Cairo, and humble his 
enemies, fondly imagined he was 
marching to victory. He collect- 
ed the garrifons of the conquer- 
ed towns, raiied contributions in 


them, arrived at Gaza, the 211 of 


March, and left it on the 4th of 
April +773. 

‘* His whole cavalry confifted of 
two thoufand men, and two hun- 
dred and fifty mamalukes. Three 
thoufand four hundred Mograbi 


compoted his infantry. Tenta- 


eul, Kall, Latit, Haffan, Abd 
Errohman, Mourad, Selim the 
Aga, and Soliman Kiaia of the 
Janizarics, were all his remain- 
ing beys, Six hundred and fifty 
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horfe commanded by the fon and 
fon-in-law of Scheik Daher, accom- 
panied this little army, which form- 
ed in all fix thoufand three hundred 
and ten combatants. 

‘* Abou Danab had fent twelve 
thoufand men to Salakia, a town 
fituated on the iithmus of Suez, to 
oppote Ali’s paflage. As foon, there+ 
tore, as he approached this place, 
thefe troops advanced to meet him, 
and ranged themfelves in line of 
battle. ‘che Scheik Elbalad, withe 
out hefitation, accepted the chals 
lenge. He rufhed upon them with 
the rapidiy of Nehtning. He 
fought fabre in hand at the head of 
his Mamalukes, who, encouraged 
by his prefence, carried deitruction 
through the ranks. ‘The enemy 
fuftained this terrible fhock for four 
hours. At length, penetrated in 
all parts, they tled into the defert, 
leaving a great number of dead up- 
on the ficld of battle ‘This glori- 
ous victory encouraged the little 
troop of Ali, who thought them- 
felves invincible under to brave a 
leader. Protiting by the ardour of 
his warriors, he advanced direétly 
to Grand Cairo. ‘The fugitives car- 
ried the news of their deteat, and 
of his approach. Abou Dahab af- 
fembled the beys brought over to 
his intere!t, and the principal peo- 
ple, and addretled them in thefe 
terms: * Brave chiets of the re- 
public, and you Egypians, who 
cherifh the law of our prophet, you 
know Ali. He is a Chriftian in his 
heart, and has contracted alliances 
with the infidels. He wifhes to 
fubject this country, that he may 
abolifh the religion of Mahomet, 
and force you to adopt Chriilianity. 
Remember what the Europeans 
have done in India; the Mufful- 
men of thofe rich countries re- 
ceived them with kindnefs, adnite 


ted them into their ports, granted 
them 
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them factories, and made commer- 
cial treaties with them) = What was 
the confequence ? The Chniftians 
have ravaged their provinces, de- 
ftroyed their cities, conquered their 
kingdom, and, after reducing them 
toflavery, have eftablifhed idolatry 
on the ruins of the true religion. 
Faithful Muffulmen, a fimilar fate 
awaits you. Ali, the ally of thefe 
Europeans, is about to overturn 
the conititution of your empire, to 
throw open IF gypt to the infidels, 
and force you to become Chriftians. 
Aid me to repulfe the enemy of the 
republic, of your laws, of Iflam- 
ifm ; or prepare yourfelves for all 
the miferies your brethren of Ben- 
gal have fuffered. —C hufe between 
him and me.” At the conclufion 
of this harangue, Abou Dahab pre- 
tended a defire to abdicate the dig- 
nity of Scheik Elbalad, and to with- 
draw. But the whole audience 
pronounced with one unanimous 
cry, anathemas againft Ali, and 
promifed to fpill the lait crop of 
their blood in defence of the com- 
mon caufe. Availing himfelf a- 
droitly of this moment of enthufi- 
afm, Abou Dahab publifhed a ma- 
nifetto in the city, by which eve 
yan who loved his religion and his 
country, Was invited to take arms; 
and before the clofe df the dav, 
twenty thoufand men were ranged 
under his banners. He fet out :m- 
mediately at the head of this army, 
to attack the enemy. ‘Ihe janiza- 
ries, faithful to their promife, re- 
fuled to follow him, and waited 
with tranquillity, the rejult of the 
combat. 

‘* Ali was unprepared for this e- 
vent. He no fooner heard that A- 
bou Dahab was appreaching with 
troops, three times fuperior to his 
in number, than he a! andened 


himfelf to deipair, and fli dan- 
geroufly ill. His friends advifed 
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him to return to Acre, 


but he de 
clared he would fooner peri ‘ 
retreat an inch. peruth thas 


** The 13th of April, 1-- 
army of Grand Cairo eee 
the prefence of his camp. He im. 
mediately ranged his troops in or. 
der of battle. Scheik Lebi and 
Scheik Crim had the command of 
the left wing. The right he gave 
to Tentaoui, and placed his iif. 
try in the center. Having made 
thefe able difpofitions and exhorted 
the chiefs to fight valuintly, he 
made them convey him to his tent, 
for he was too weak to fit on horfe. 
back. Ihe battle began at eleven 
inthe morning. Both parties charg- 
ed with fury, and in fpite of 
the inferiority of Ali’s troops, they 
at firft had the advantage. Scheik 
Lebi and Scheik Crim glorioutly re- 
pulfed the Egyptian cavalry. Ten 
taoul, at the head of the brave 
Mamalukes, overthrew every thing 
before him. Victory was declaring 
for Ali, when the Mograbi, thote 
mercenary troops, invariably led 
by the allurement of gain, fuffered 
themfelves to be corrupted by the 
fplendid promifes of Abou Dahab, 
und pafied over to his fide. ‘Ihe 
fortune of the day was changed. 
The fugitives rallied, and having 
now but three thouland men tocon- 
tend with, they environed them on 
every fide, and flew a great num 
ber of them. The generous Ten- 
taaui could not furvive his deteat, 
He precipitated himfelf into the 
middle of their fquadrons, and 
fell, covered with wounds, on 4 
heap of dead, whom he had f& 
crifieed. Scheik | ebi, the valiant 
fon of the prince of Acre defended 
himielf for a long time with his A- 
rabs, and dicd combating. Scheik 
Crim, opening himfelt a paflage 
through the kgyptian ranks, rode 
full fpeed to the tent of Al, and 
con, ured 
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‘red him to take refuge with 
rr St. John of Acre. Mou- 
rad, Ibrahim, soluman, and Abd 
Frrdhman, arrived there alfo, and 
made the fame remonitrances. My 
friends, replied he, fly, I com- 
mand you ; as for me, my hour is 
come, Scearcely had they quitted 
him, before he was furrounded by 
the victorious troops. The Mama- 
lukes, who were near his tent, de- 
fended their matter to the laft drop 
of their blood, and all perithed 
with their arms in’ their hands. 
Defpair having given new force to 
the unhappy Scheik Elbalad, he 
rofe up, and flew the firit two fol- 
diers who attempted to feize him. 
He was fired upon, and wounded 
with two balls. At this moment 
the lieutenant of Abou Dahab 
appearing, fabre in hand, Ali fhot 
him with a piftol, Swimming in 
his blood he fought like a lion, 
but a foldier having beat him down 
by the back ftroke of a fabre, they 
threw themfelves upon him, and 
carried him to the tent of the con- 
queror, The traitor carrying his 
perfidy to its greateft height, fhed 
feigned tears on feeing him in this 
condition, and tried to confole him 
for his difgrace. Ali turned away 
his eyes, and uttered not a word. 
He died of his wounds eight days 
after. Others have affured me that 
they were not mortal, and that he 
was poifoned by his infamous bro- 


ther-in law. This was to complete 
his enormities ; nor can we reflea, 
without fhuddering on the horrors 
to which men are hurried by am- 
bition. 

“© Ali was of the middle fize ; 
he had large eyes, full of fire ; his 
carriage was graceful and noble, 
and his character frank and geye- 
rouse Nature had endowed him 
with an unfurmountable courage, 
and a lofty genius. Far removed 
from that barbarous pride which 
leads the Turks to defpife ttrangers, 
he loved them for their talents, 
and generoutly repaid their fervices. 
He wifhed ardently for officers to 
diicipline his troops, and teach 
them the European tactics. He 
died the victim of his friendthip. 
His misfortunes arofe from nou- 
rifhing and bringing up a traitor, 
who took advantage of his bouaty 
to imbitter his days, and to con- 
duct him to his grave. Had Rufiia 
availed herfelf of his offers, had 
fhe but granted him fome engineers, 
and thrce or four thoufand men, he 
would have made himéelf fovereign 
of Syria and Egypt, and have 
transterred to his ally the com- 
merce of Arabia and India. He 
perifed at 45 years of age. The 
Egyptians long wept his lofs, and 
faw themfelves again plunged into 
all the miferies trom which he hed 
delivered them, 
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LFF ECT of the PUBLIC GAMES on the CHARACTER 
of the GREEKS. 


[From the Firit Volume of Dr. Giitres’s Hiftory of Greece.] 


‘6 WN examining the effe.t of the 

games, as inilitutions for bo- 
dily exercife and mental improve- 
ment, it is neceflary to relect, not 
only on the univerfality of their 
eftablithment, but on the trequency 
of their repetition. Belides the pub- 
lic folemnities already detembed, 
innumerable provincial — tetiivals 
were A | in each particular 
republic. ‘The Athentins employ- 
ed near a third part of the year in 
fuch amufements ; and, if we may 
be allowed to conjecture, that rhofe 
gommunitics which intlitured mott 
feftivals, would moft excel in the 
arts and exereifes diiplaved in 
them, we may conclude, trom the 
nat. ial delignations ot the Olym- 
pic victors, preferved in ancient 
authors, that the number o! the 
Athenian feftivals was rivalled by 
that of feveral other ttates. 

“ For thete warlike and elegant 
amufements the youth were eare- 
fully trained by the difcipline of the 
gymnatia, in which they learned 
whatever can give tlrength and 
agility to the limbs, eafe and race 
to the motions, force and beauty to 
the genius. Bodily firength and 
agility were accompanied by health 
and vigour of conilitution. Their 
athletic hardinefs bore, without 
meonvenience, the vicitlitudes of 
cold and heat, Even in the fcorch- 
ing warmth of July (for that was 


the feafon of the Olympic games), 
they received, bare headed, the 
direét rays of the fun. And the 
firm organization, acquired by pers 
petual exercife, counteracted that 
fatal propentity to vicious induls 
gence, too natural to their volupe 
ruous climate, and produced thofe 
inimitable models of tireneth and 
beauty, which are fo delervedly 
adimired in the precious remains of 
Grecian ftatuary. 

‘* Thefe corporeal advantares 
were followed bv a train of excel- 
lencies, to which they are nearly 
allicd. ‘here is a courage depend: 
ing on nerves and blood, which was 
improved tothe hichett pitch among 
the Greeks. hev delight, fays 
Lucian, to behold.the combats of 
bold and generous animals ; and 
their own contentions are {till more 
animated, In the memorable war 
with Perfia, they fhewed the fu- 
periority of their national courage; 
and it is worthy of obfervation, 
that the moitt fignal exploits were 
pertormed in the field of batile by 
thofe who had been previoully 
adorned with the Olympic crown, 
It was a general boait, that one 
Grecian could conquer ten Per 
fians; and the fuggettions of rea 
fon tend to confirm the evidence ot 
hittory. In the battles of the Greeks 
and Perfians, victory was not ob- 
tained by the mechanical wre 
i 
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tions of diitant hottility. The 
contett was decided by the point of 
the fword and fpear. ‘Thele wea- 
1s require activity of the lumbs, 
fleadinels of the eye, and dexterity 
of the hand. They improve the 
courage as well as the vigour of the 
foldier ; and both were admirably 
promoted by the habitual exerciles 
of the gymnatia, which infpired not 
guly the fpirit to undertake, but 
the acility to execute, the mott 
dangerous and dificult enterprizes. 
“ The gvurnatiic arts encou raged 
other qualities full more imporant 
than bodily aecomplifments and 
courage. Chiefly. by their in- 
fluence, the love of pleafure and 
the love of action, the two mott 
powerful principles in the human 
beealt, were directed to purpotes 
not ony innocent but uleful. The 
efire of an Olympic crown re- 
lirained alike thote weaknefics 
which form the difgrace, and thote 
vices Which form the guilt and 
mifery, of undifciplined minds ; 
and an objeét of earthly and pe- 
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rifhable ambition, led to the fame 
external purity. and temperance, 
that 1s recommended by the pre 
cepts, and enforced by the fanc- 
tions, of a divine and immutable 
religion. The oil, the crown, the 
robes, and the palins, compofe not 
the only refemblance between the 
Chrittian and the Olympic victors. 
Thete vilible images have been bor- 
rowed, indeed, by the facred writers, 
to afliit our imperfect conception of 
divine truths; but they have been 
borrowed from an inititution which 
refembles Chrittanity, not in the 
honours and rewards which it 
propoied, but in the eftorts and 
dunes which it required. The 
ambition of honett fame taught men 
to controul the appetites of the 
body by the affections of the foul ; 
the dprings of emulation reprefled 
the allurements of fentuality ; ane 
dangerous patlion combated another 
Till mere daugerous ; and a train 
of whetul prejudices fupportéed the 
caule, and maintained the afcend- 
aot of virtue. 


INFLUENCE of their MUSICAL and POETICAL CONTESTS, 


{From the fame Work. } 


** TN explaining the iniluence of 
the Grecian folemnities, we 
muit not forget the mutical and 
tical exhibitions, which, from 
ing employed to reward the 
victors in the gymnailic exercifes, 
came to be themfelves thought 
worthy of reward. The martial 


leflons of Tyrteus and Callinus 
admirably confpired with the effects 
which have already been defcribed, 
en¢gouraging the firm and manty 
Virtues both by the enthufiafm 
with which their precepts were 


conveyed, and by the lively im- 
preilions which they gave of thote 
objects tor which it is important 
to contend. ‘The courave depend- 
ing on blood and nerves is une 
certain and traniitory in its exift- 
ence; and even while it exilis, 
may be indifferently employed to 
urpofes beneficial or deftructive. 
7 belonged to the unartial bards to 
determine its doubtful nature, to 
fix and illuftrate its genuine mo- 
tives, and to direét it to the proper 
objects of its purfuit, 


‘¢ The 


«¢ The mufical entertainments 
thus ftrengthened, refined, and 
exalted the manly principles in- 
fpired by all the cuftoms and initi- 
tutions of that warlikeage. But as 
bravery is a hardy plant that grows 
in every foil, the moft beneficial 
confequence of the arts confitted in 
infufing a proper mixture of foft- 
nefs and fentibiliry into the Grecian 
character. ‘This is well known to 
be their effect in every country 
where they are allowed to flourith. 
The Greeks, in a peculiar man- 
ner required their affiftance; nor 
could it have been poflible for that 
people, without the happy influ- 
ence of the arts, to controul the 
barbarity naturally occafioned by 
their conftant employment in war, 
the favage cruelty introduced by 
the practice of domeftic fervitude, 
and the intolerable ferocity which 
feems effentially inherent in the 
nature of demecratical govergment. 
Amidft thefe fources of degeneracy 
and corruption, the time and appli- 
cation neceffary to attain protici- 
ency in the purfuits of genius, 
habituated the Greeks to gentle 
amufementsy,and innocent pleafures. 
The honours and rewards beftowed 
on the fuccefsful candidates for 
literary fame, engaged them to feek 
happinefs and glory in the peace- 
ful fhade of retirement, as well 
as on the contentious theatre of 
active life; and the obfervations 
and difcoveries occafionally fug- 
gefted by the tree communication of 
ientiment, itrengthened and con- 
firmed thofe happy prejudices which 
combat on the lide of virtue, and 
enforee the practice of fuch rules 
of behaviour as are moit ufeful and 
agreeable in fociery. 

“ lf the mufical and literary 
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entertainments acquired fuch = 
peppy influence over the 
difpotitions of the heart, they pro. 
duced a {lill more contiderable of 
feé& on the intelle@ual faculties of 
the mind. It is almot impofible, 
in the prefent age, to conceive the 
full extent of their efficacy in im. 
proving the memory, animating the 
imagination, and correcting the 
judgment. As to the memory 
indeed, there is a period in the pto. 
grefs of fociety preceding the ip. 
troduction of writing, when the 
energies of this faculty have been 
exerted among many nations with 
a wondertul degree of force. Even 
among the barbarous Celtic inhs 
bitants of our own ifland, the 
Druids could repeat an incredible 
number of verfes, containing the 
knowledge of their hittory, laws, 
and religion; and a period of 
twenty years was required to com. 
plete the poetical ftudies of a can 
didate for the priefthood. 

*¢ But it the Greeks are more than 
equalled by other nations in theex- 
ercife of the memory, they have al- 
ways been unrivalled in the delica- 
cy of their tafte, and the inimitable 
charms of their fancy. Thefe ex- 
cellencies, whether originally pro- 
duced by natural and moral caufes, 
or more probably by a combination 
of both, were doubtlefs extended 
and improved by emulation and 
habitual exercife. To this exer 
cife the public folemnities afforded 
a proper field; and, in the com 
tefts of mufic and poetry, were dif- 
played the opening bloffoms of 
Grecian genius, bloffoms which af 
terwards ripened into thofe fruits 
of philofophy and cloquence, that 
will form the admiration and des 
light of the laft ages of the world, 


CONDITION 
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CONDITION and TREATMENT of the GRECIAN WOMEN, 


[From the fame Work. ] 


& TOR reafons which will imme- 

diately appear, we have not 
hitherto found it neceffary parti- 
cularly to deferibe the manners and 
influence of the Grecian women ; 
but the character and condition of 
the fair fex will throw light on the 
preceding obfervations in this chap- 
ter, and prefent the moft ftriking 
contrat of any to be met with in 
hiflory. If we knew not the con- 
fideration in which women were 
anciently held in Greece, and the 
advantages which they enjoyed at 
Sparta, after the laws of Lycurgus 
had revived the inflitutions of the 
heroic ages, we fhould be apt to 
fufpect that the ungenerous treat- 
ment of the feebler fex, which 
ifterwards fo univerfally prevailed, 
had been derived. from the Egyp- 
tan and Afiatuice colonies, which 
early fettled in that part of Europe. 
Excluded trom focial intercourfe, 
which nature had fitted them to 
adorn, the Grecian women were 
rigoroufly confined to the moft re- 
tired apartments of the family, and 
employed in the meaneit offices of 
domeitic oeconomy. It was thought 
indecent for them to venture 
abroad, unlefs to attend a_pro- 
ceflion, to accompany a funeral, or 
to affitt at certain other religious 
folemnttics., Eyen on thele occa- 
hos, their behaviour was atten- 
tively watched and often malig- 
aantly interpreted. The mott in- 
nocent treedom was conftrued into 
a breach of decorum ; and their 
teputation once fullied by the 
lighteit imprudence, would never 
afterwards be retrieved., If fuch 
vareatonable feveritigs’ had pro- 
es Sette that abfurd- jealouly 

1786. 


which fometimes accompanies a 
violent love, and of which a certain 
degree is nearly connected with 
the delicacy of paflion between the 
fexes, the condition of the Grecian 
woinen, though little lefs miferable 
would have been far lefs con- 
temptible. But the Greeks were 
utter ftrangers to that refinement 
of fentiment which in the ages of 
chivalry, and which, fill in fome 
fouthern countries of Europe, 
renders women the objects of a fuf 
picious, but refpectful paffion, and 
leads men to gratify their vanity 
ac the expence of their freedom. 
Married or unmarried, the Gre- 
cian females were kept in equal 
rettraint; no pains were taken 1o 
render them, at any one period of 
their lives, agreeable members of 
fociety ; and their educ.tion was 
either entirely neglected, or con. 
fined at leait to fuch humble ob- 
jects, as initead of elevating and 
enlarging the mind, tended only to 
narrow and to debafe its Though 
neither qualified for holding an 
honourable rank in focjety, nor 
permitted to enjoy the company of 
their nearett friends and relations, 
they were thought capable of fu- 
perintending or performing the 
drudgery of domeftic labour, of 
acting as tlewards for their huf- 
bands, and thus relieving them 
from a multiplicity of little cares, 
which feemed unworthy theit at- 
tention, and unfuitable to their 
dignity. The whole burden of 
fuch mercenary cares being im- 
pofed on the women, the firft in- 
ftruétions and treatment were adapt- 
ed to that lowly rank, beyond 
which they could never afterwards 

D afpire. 
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afpire. Nothing was allowed to 
divert the'r minds from thole fervile 
occupations in which it was in- 
tended that their whole lives fhould 
be fpent, no liberal idea was pre- 
fented to their imaginations that 
might raife them above the ignoble 
grts in which they were ever det- 
tined to Inbour; the fmaileit fa- 
miliarity with ftrangers was deemed 
a dangeious offence ; and any in- 
timacy or connection beyond the 
walls of their own tamily, a 
heinous crime ; fince it might en- 
gage them to embezzle the houlg- 
held furniture and effects com- 
mitted to their care and cuftody. 
Evea the laws of Athens contirmed 
this miferable degradation of wo- 
men, holding the fecurity of the 





hufband’s property a matter ri} 
greater Importance than defendi, 
the wite’s perion from Outrage 
protecting her character from ine 
tamy. By iuch illiberal inftity. 
tions were the moft amiable 

of the human {pecies infulte 
among a people tn orher refpets 
the moft improved of all antiquity 
They were totally debarred from 
thofe refined arts and entertain: 
ments, to which their agreeable 
qualities might have added a new 
charm. Intleat of directing the 
tatie and enlivening the pleafures 
of fociety, their value was eflimg. 
ed, hke that of the ignoblett ob. 
jects, merely by profit or utility, 
Their chiet virtue was referve, and 
their point of honour, cecomomy, 
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{From Warrington’s Hrilory of Wakes. ] 


HE Welfh faccording to Gi- 
raldus Cumbreniis, who was 


bimfelf a native of the country, 
and wrote in a period when their 
autive manners, were pure and un- 
adulterated by foreign intereourte ) 
were a nation lightand nimble, ahd 
wore fierce than throng; trom the 
lowett to the highett of the people 
they were devoted to arms, which 
the plowman as wellas the courtier 
was prepared to feize on the firt 
fummons. VPheir chief employ- 
ment in works of hufbandry was, 
that for oats ttey opened the foil, 
once only in March and April; and 
tor wheat or rye, they turned it up, 
twice in the fummer, and a third 
hime.in winter, about the feafon of 
thrathing. 

“The chiet futlenance of this 
people, in refpect of their tood, 


- 
“- 


was cattle and oats, befides m'kk, 
cheele, and butter; though ther 
ufually ate more plentifully of fiche 
meat than of bread. , 

** As they were nor engaged is 
the eccupations of trafhe either by 
fea or land, their time was entire!) 
employed in military affairs. They 
were {o anxious for the prefervation 
of their country and its libernes, 
that they efleemed it delightful not 
only tu fight for them, but event 
facrifice their lives > and, agreeably 
to this {pirit, they entertained an 
dea that it was a dgrace to die i" 
their beds, but an honowr to fallin 
the ficld. Such was. their cacet 
courace, that although wnarmey 
they often dared to engage with mer 
entirely covered with armour And 
m fuch engagements, by theit afte 
vity and valaur, they wfually ee 
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yf conquerors. — That ee activi- 
ty inight not be impeded by any 
neceflary incumbrance, they mac e 
ule. of light armour ; fuch as fmail- 
ler coats of mail, fhield:, and fome- 
times of iron greaves; their offen- 
five weapons Were arrows and long 
{pears Their bows were ulually 
made of flight twigs joincd or twitt- 
ed to.ether, and though rude in 
their form, they difcharged an ar- 
row with great force. The people 
ef North Wales were remarkable 
for {pears fo long and well pointed, 
that they could pierce through an 
jron coatof mail; the men of South 
Wales were accounted the moft ex- 
pertarchers. ‘The chiettains, when 
they Went to war, were mounted on 
fwitt horfes, bred in the country ; 
the lower forts of people, on ac- 
count of the marthes, as well as 
the inequalities of the ground, 
marched on foot to battle ; though, 
whenever the oc.afion or the place 
rendered it neceflary for the pur- 
poies cither of fighting or flying, 
the horfemen themfelves difmount- 
ed and ferved on foot. 

“The Welth either went with 
their feet entirely bare, or they 
vied boos of raw leather, inftead 
of thoes, fewed together with raw 
hin. 

** Tn tle time of peace, the young 
men accuftomed themfelves to pe- 
netrate the woods and thickets, and 
(o run over the tops of mountains ; 
and by continuing this exerci 
vuough the day and nicht, they 
prepared themfelves tor the fatigues 
and employments of war. 

“Thefe people were not given 
to excefs either in eating or drink- 
ing. They had no fet time appoint- 
ed tor their meals, nor any expen- 
ive riches in their cloaths. Their 
Whole atrention was occupied in the 
fplendid appearance of their horfes 
and aris, mm the dotence of their 
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country, and in the care of their 
plunder. Accuflomed to faft from 
morning till night, their minds were 
wholly employed on bufinefs, they 
wave up the day entirely to pradent 
deliberations, and in the evening 
they partook of a fober fupper. 
But if, at any time, it happened, 
that they were not able to procure 
any, or only a very fparing repaft, 
they patiently waited all the next 
moruing ; andin this fituation, pre 
vented neither by hunger nor cold, 
they were eager to take advantage 
of dark and ttormy nights for hof- 
tile invafions. . 

“* There was not a beggar to be 
feen among thefe people; for the 
tables of all were common to all; 
and with them bounty, and particu- 
larly hofpitable entertainment, were 
in higher ettimation than any of the 
other virtues, Hofpit&lity, indeed, 
was fo much the habit of this na- 
tion, by a mutual return of fuch 
civilities, that it was neither offer- 
cd to, nor requefted by travel- 
lers. As foon as they ensered any 
houfe, they immediately delivered 
their arms into the cullody of fome 
perfon; then if they fuffered their 
feet to be wathed by thofe, who for 
that purpote directiy offered them 
water, they were conlidered as lodg- 
ers forthe night. ‘The refufal of 
this offered civility, intimated their 
defire of 2 morning’s refrefhment 
only. The offer of water for the 
purpofe of wafhing the feet, wag 
contidered as an inyitation to aceept 
of hofpitable entertainment. Phe 
young men ufually marched in par- 
tics, or in tribes, a leader being ap- 
pointed to each ; and as they were 
devoted t) arms, or given up to 
leifure, and were courageous in the 
defence of their country, they were 
permitted to enter the houfe of any 
perfon with the fame fecurity a9 
their own, © The flrangers whe ar- 

l) 2 . rived 
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tived in the morning were cnter- 
tained until the evening, wth the 
converfation of young women, and 
with the mufic of the harp; for in 
this country almofi every houle was 
provided with both. Hence we may 
reafonably conclude, that the peo 
pic were not much inclined to jea- 
loufy. Such an influence had the 
owers of mufie on their minds, that 
in every family, or in every tribe, 
they efteemed fkillin playing on the 
harp beyond any kind ot learning. 
«¢ n the evening, when the vi- 
fitors were all come, an entertain 
ment was provided according to the 
number and dignity of the perfons, 
and the wealth of the houle, on 
which occalion the cook was not 
fatigued with drefling many difhes, 
nor fuch as were high feafoned as 
ftimulatives to gluttony; nor was the 
houfe fet off with tables, napkins, 
or towels; for in all thefe thiugs 
they itudied nature more than‘fhew. 
The guetts were placed by threes 
at fupper, and the difhes at the fame 
time were put on rufhes, in large 
and ample platters made of clean 


grafs, with thin and broad cakes of 


bread, baked every day. At the 
fame time that the whole family, 
with a kind of emulation in their 
eivilities, were in waiting, the maf- 
ter and mitirefs in particular, were 
always ftanding, very attentively 
eaedias the whole At length, 
when the hour of ileep approached, 
they all lay down in common on 
the public bed, ranged leugthwife 
along the fides of the room; a tew 
rufhes being ftrowed on the floor, 
and echo only with a coarte hard 
cloth, the produce of the country. 
The fame garb that the people were 
ufed to wear in the day, {erved 
them alfo in the night; and this 
confifted of a thin mantle, and a 
garment or fhirtworn next to the 
fin. The tire was kept burning 


5 





at their feet throws} 
as Well as in the day. 

** The Welfh were a People of 
an acute and fubtile ZENS 5 and 


& 
Y applied 


Out th . 3 
Me Righe, 


to whatever ftucies the 


their minds, enjoying fo rich a vein 


ot natural endowments, they ex. 
celled iy wit and ingenuity any o. 
ther ot the weiftern nations. In ci- 
vil caufes and actions, they oan. 
ed all the powers of rhetoric, and 
in the conduct of thele, their ts. 
lents tor infinuation, invention, and 
refutation, were confpicuous. Ip 
rhythmical fongs, and i extempare 
eftufions, they excelled to a oreat 
degree, both in refpect to inven. 
tion and clegance of ilyle ; and for 
thefe purpofes pocts or bards were 
appointed. But beyond all othe: 
rhetorical ornaments they preferred 
the ufe of alliteration, and that kind 
more efpecially which repeats the 
firit.letters or fyllables of words, 
They made fo much ufe of this or- 
pament in every finifhed difcourt, 
that they thought nothing elegant 
ly fpoken without it. 

‘© Tn private company, or in {ei 
fons of public feitivity, they were 
very facetious in their converiation, 
to entertain the company and dil 
play their own wit. W ith this view, 
pertons of lively parts, fometimes 
in mild and fometimes in biting 
terms, under the cover of a double 
meining, by a peculiar turn of 
voice, or by the tranfpofition of 
words, were continually uttering 
humorous, or {fatirical exprethions. 

‘©The loweft of the people, % 
well as the nobles, were indebted 
to nature for a certain boldnefs 1 
fpeech, and an honett confidence 1 
giving anfwers to great men on mat 
ters of bufinefs, or in the prefence 
of princes. yt 

“ Pride of anceftry and nobility 
of family were points held in the 
bigheft eftimation among the Welh, 

and 
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ard of courfe they were far more 
defirous of noble than of rich and 
{ptendid marriages. Sodeeply root- 
ed was this fmint, that even the ve- 
rv lowell of the people carefully 
prefereed the genealogy of their 
families, and were abk from me- 
mory readély to recite the names, 
not only of their immediate ancef 
tors, but even to the fixth and fe- 
venth generation, and even to irace 
them itll farther back; an this 
manner, Rhys ap Griffydh, ap 
Rhys, ap Tewdur, ap knien, ap 
Owen, ap Howei, ap Cadwal, ap 
Roderic the Great. 

«A Welfliman was conficered as 
honourable, it amone his anceftors 
there had been neither ilave, nor 
forcigner, nor infamous perfon, 
yet it any foreigner tad faved the 
life of a Welfhman, or delivered 
him from captivity, he might be 
naturalized, and was entitled to the 
rights of Wellhmen. And any fo- 
reign family, having retided in 


Wales for four generations, were 
alfo admitted to the iame privileges. 

“ the love which they felt for 
family connections was eager and 
warm; and of confequence they 
were keen in their refentments, and 
revenged deeply any. injury com- 
mitted an ther family eather of 
blood or difhonour. They were 
vindictive and bloody in their an- 
ger; and exceedingly prompt ¢o 
revenge mot only recent injuries, 
but even thofe which were pait 
ami committed in a remote period. 
What fpread ftill farther this fpirit 
of revenge, was a cuflom prevalent 
wnons this people, otf fending their 
children to be foftered or nurfed 
in other families; who, in confe- 
quence, regarded themfelves as in- 
terefte! to promote the welfare of, 
or revenge any injuries cone to, 
fuch toftered children) This cuf- 
tom, itis probable principally pre- 
vaile. in the families of princes and 
chictftains, 
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{From the Firltt Volume of Savary’s Lretrrerés on Ecyrt.] 


“ IFE is more a paffive than 

£4 an active exittence at Grand 
Cairo. The body, during nine 
mouths of the year, is oppreffed 
with the excetlive heats. ‘The miad 
partakes of this ftate of indolence. 
Far from being continually tor- 
mented by the delire of fceine, of 
acquiling* knowledge, and of act- 
inc, it behs after calm and tran- 
quillity, Under a temperate fky 
inactivity is a pain; here, on the 
Contrary, repole is an enjoyment. 
Che moit trequent falutation. there- 
fore, that which is made ufe of on 
Scoollay, and repeated on quitting 


you, is, Peace be with you! Effe- 
minacy is born with the Egyptian, 
grows up with hin as he advances 
in life, and tollows himto the tomb. 
It is a vice of the climate. It in- 
fluences his tafte, and governs all 
his actions. le # to datisfy this 
difpofition that the mott luxurious 
viece of furniture in his apartment 
is the fopha; that his gardens have 
delightiul fades, convenient feats, 
and not a fingle alley one can walk 
in. The Frenchman born in a cli- 
mate, the temperature of which is 
continually changing, receives eve- 
ry inftant new impreffions, which 
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keep his foul awake. He is active, 
impatiept, and inconftint as the air 
be breathes in. The Fgvptian, 
who for two thirds of the year 
almoft invariably experiences the 
fame degree of heat, the fame fen- 
fation, is flothful, ferious, and pa- 
tient. 

¢¢ He rifes with the fun to enjoy 

the coolncfs of the morning. He 
purifies himfelf, and goes to prayer 
according to the precept, He is 
prefente.' with a pipe an.i coffee. He 
remains foftly repofing on his fopha. 
His flaves, with their hands croffed 
on their breafts, ftand in filence ot 
the bottom of the apartment, ‘Their 
eyes fixed on their matter, they ftrive 
to anticipate all his wifhes. His 
children itanding in his prefeace, 
unlefs he gives them permiffion to 
be feared, difplay in all thetr beha 
viour the utmoilt tendernels and re- 
fpeét. He gravely carefles them, 
gives them his blefling, and fends 
them back tothe haram. He alone 
interrogates, and is anfwered with 
decency. He is at onc the chict, 
the jucge, and the pontiff of the 
family, which reipects in him thole 
facred rights. 

“ After breakfafi he applies him- 
felf to his commercial .ffairs, or to 
thofe of the place he occupies. As 
to differences, they are very rare 
amongft a people where the mon- 
fter of chicanery is dumb, where 
the name of attorney is unknown, 
where the code of laws is confined 
to afew clear and well detined pre- 
cepts of the Corin, and whcic eve 
ry man ts his own advocate, 

* If any vilitors arrive, the maf- 
ter of the houfe receives them with- 
out many compliments, but in an 
affectionate manner, His equals 






go and feat themfelves by him with 
their legs croffed; a poiture by no 
means fatiguing with cleaths which 
do not tetter.the limbs, 
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** His inferiors are on the'y knee: 
and feated on their heels p,," 
fons of great diliinétion fit on an 
elevated fopha, from which they 
overlook the company. Thus 4. 
ncas was mi the place of honour ig 
the palace of Dido, when feated on 
a high bed, he related to the queen 
the difaftrous tate of Troy, reduc. 
ed to afhes. As foon AS every ene 
is feated, the flaves bring p pes and 
coffee, and place in the middie of the 
chamber a pan with perfumes, the 
delicious vapour of which fills the 
whole apartwent. They are next 
pre‘ented with {weetmeats and for 
bet. 

‘“¢ The tobacco made ufe of in 
Egypt comes trom Syria. It is 
brought in leaves, which are cut 
in long filaments It has not the 
pungency of the American tobacco, 
To rendcr it more ; greeable, itis 
mixed with the feented wood of a 
loes. The pipes, ufually made of 
jelamine tipped with amber and 
frequently enriched with precious 
ftones. As they are extrem ly long, 
the imoke one tnhales is very mild, 
‘The Orientals pretend that it tickles 
agreeably the palate, at the same 
time that it gratities the fmell. The 
rich imcke in lofty apartments, 
with a great number of windows. 

‘ Towards the conclution of the 
vilit, a flave, holding in his hand 4 
filver plate, on which are burntg 
precious effences, approaches the 
face af the vilitors, each of whom 
in his turn pertumes his beard. 
They then pour rofe-water on the 
head and hands, ‘This is the lat 
ceremony, after which it is ulual 
to withdraw, 

‘The ancient cuftom of per 
fuming one’s head and beard, cele- 
brated by the royal prophet, fhill 
fubfiits in our days, Anacreon, the 
father of joy, the poet of the Graces, 
never ceaies repeating in his odes 
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«| like to perfume myfelf with 
recious eflences, and to crown my 
head with roics. ; 

« About noon the table is covers 
ed. A large flat plate of copper, 
tinned, receives the difhes. No 
veat variety is dilplayed, but there 
ts an abundance ot provifiens. im 
the middle rifes up a mountain of 
rice boiled with poultry, featoned 
with fattron and a quantity of fpi- 
ces. Round it are placed hafhied 
meats, pigeons, tufted cucumbers, 
delicious melons, and other fruits. 
Their roatt meat conlifts wf ficth 
cut into finall morfels, covered with 
the fat of the animal, feafonéd with 
falt, {pitted and roatted on the coals, 
Iris tender and juicy. The guetis 
are feated on a carpet round the 
table. A flave holding a bafon and 
ewer, offers i¢ te wath with. ‘This 
ceremony is indifpeofible in a coun- 
try where every one puts his hand 
into the plate, and wLere they are 
unacquainted with the ufe of forks. 
This 1s repeated at the end of the 
repalt Theie cuftoms appear very 
ancient in the Eaft. 

“ NMenelaus and the beautitul 
Helen, atter loading Telemachus 
and Pibitratus with preients, gave 
them the banquet of hofpitality. 
* The tuir Meneluus conducted his 
gueiis to the place of entertainment. 
He made them be feated on thrones. 
A temale flave, carrying in her hand 
agokien ewer with a lilver baton, 
ofiers them to wafh. She places 
before them a polifhed table, on 
which the arranges the victuals.” 

“The mannerin which the fon 
of Thetis received the Grecian de- 
putes very much refembles that of 
the Eevptians towards their gucils. 

“Achilles perceiving the deputies 
of the Greeks, rifes up, takes them 
by the hand, gives them the falute, 
—and introduces them into his 
tent, Where he makes them be feat- 
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ed on beds of repofe, covered with 
purple tapeitry.—The banquet is 
prepared. Automedon holds the 
flefh, the noble Achilles divides & 
into pieces, and fpits them. Me- 
netius, a mortal like unto a god, 
lights the fire, {prends Out che coals, 
arranges the fits upon the cinders, 
and ftrows over them the faered 
falt——Achilles, feated oppofite to 
the divine Uiyfies, thares out the 
victuals. —The guetts put theit 
hards 19 the meat that is ferved 
out to them.”” A poet ef an infe- 
rior genius to Homer would have 
thought he difhonoured a poem fill- 
ed with magnificent deferiptions by 
mixing fuch details with them. Yet 
how precious are they, by making 
us acquainted with the fimplicity of 
ane ent manners, a fimplicity lott to 
Europe, but which is {till exifting 
in the eallern world, 

‘ After dinner, the Egyptians 
retire intotheir harams, where they 
flumber a few hours in the midit.ot 
their children and their women. It 
is a great article of voluptuoufnefs 
with them, to have a convenient 
and agreeable place of repofe. Ma- 
homet, accordingly, who negletted 
nothing that could feduce mankind, 
whofe wants and tafles he knew 
thoroughly, fays to them, -* The 
gueits of Paradife fhall enjay the 
luxury of repole, and fhall have a 
delicious place to fleep in at noan.” 

‘ The poor, who have neither 
fopha nor haram, he down on the 
mat where they have dined. Thus, 
when Jefus Chriit took the fupper 
with his difciples, he whom he 
loved had his head repoted upon 
his bofom. 

“Inthe evening one goes in a 
boat upon the water, or to breathe 
the cool air on the banks of the 
Nile, under the fhade of orange and 
fycamore trees. Supper-time is an 
hour after funtot. The tables are 

D3; {pread 
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fpread with rice, poultry, veget- 
ables, andfruit.  hefe ali vents are 
wholefome during the heats. The 
ftomach, which would reject more 
fubftantial nourifhment, has occa- 
fion for them They eat little. 
‘Temperance is a virtue of this cli- 
matc. 

«© Such is the ufual life of the 
Egyptians. Our places of amufe- 
ment, our noify pleafures, are un- 
known to them. jhat famene's 
which would be the greate{t punith- 
ment tO an i.Uropean, appears to 
them delicious. They pats their 
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whole life in doing the fame thins 
in following the citablithed cuttoms 
without defiring any thing beyond 
them, without extending their j. 
deas any farther, Having neither 
lively appetites, nor ardent defites 
they are ftranvers to what we call 
ennui ; that is a torment relerved 
for fuch perions as neither being a 
ble to moderate their patlions, nor ty 
fatisfy the extent of their tattes, are 
a burthen to themfelves, s‘ennuient 
wherever they are, and on] 


y live 
where they are not.” | 
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[From the fame Work. ] 


$$ OU are acquainted with the 

B. Pftylh of antiquity, thofe 
celebrated eaters of ferpents, who 
amufed themielves with the bite of 
vipers, and the credulity of the 
people. Cyrene, a towa fituated 
to the weft of Alexandria, formerly 
a dependency of Egypt, reckoned 
a great many of theie people among 
its inhabitants. You know that the 
unworthy: Octavius, who wifhed to 
gratify his yanity by chaining Cleo- 
patra to his triumphal car, yexed 
at feeing that haughty female efcape 
irom him by death, made one ot 
the Pfylli fuck the wound made by 
the afp which bit her. The atrempt 
was {ruiticls; the poifon had al- 
ready corrupted the mats of blood. 
She was not reitored to life. Will 
you beheve it, thefe very eaters of 
ferpents fill exift in our days. A 
tact to which I was a witnefs wiil 
convince you of it, 

** Lait week was celebrated the 
feaft of Sidi Ibrahim, which drew 
a vaft concourfe of peopie to Ro- 


fetta. A Turk permitted me to come 
to his houfe to fee the proceiion, 
Seated at the window, I obferved a 
tentively this new fpectacle. The 
diferent bodies of artizans gravely 
marched along under their refpec. 
tive banners. ‘The tlandard ot sa 
homet, which was carried in tt 
umph, attracted a vail crowd. E- 
yery body was defirous of touching, 
of kiffing it, of putting it to his 
eyes. Such as were fortunate ¢ 
nough to partake of that favour re- 
turned contented The tumult was 
inceflantly renewed. At length 
came the Cheiks, (the priefs ot 
the country) wearing long caps ot 
leather, in the form of a mite 
They marched with folemn tteps, 
chanting the Coran. A few pace 
behind them, I perceived a bandot 
madmen, with their arms bare, and 
a wild look, holding in their hands 
enormous ferpents, which wer 
twitted round their bodies, and 
were endeavouring to make their 
efcape, Thefe Piylli, gripimg them 

forcibly 
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ACCOUNT OF THE DRUSES. 


sreibly by the neck, avoided their 
comm votwithftanding their hiff- 
‘ae, tore them with their teeth, 
and ate them up alive, the blood 
dreaming down from their pollut- 
ed mouths. Others of the Pfylli 
were ftriving to tear from them 
their prey; 1t was a ftruggle who 
{hould devour a ferpent. 

« The populace followed them 
with amazement, and believed it 
to be a miracle. They pafs for 
perfons in{pired, and pot efied by a 
ipirit who dettroys the effect ot the 
bite of the ferpent. This deferip- 
tion, which I give you after nature, 
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at firft frightened me, and then 
made me reflect on man, that flrange 
being, for whom poifon becomes 
food ; that credulous being, whofe 
eyes are not opened by the fpecta- 
cle renewed every year; ‘ied who 
in the blindne’s ot his ignorance, is 
ready to worthip as a God, his fel- 
low creature who has the art to im- 
pofe upon his underitanding. You 
fec, thofe ancient ulages are not 
loftin a country where cuftom, that 
imper‘ous tyrant of the world, has 
peculiarly eftablifhed her throne, 
and her altars.” 
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of 


the DRUSES. 


{Extvacted from M. Rurrin’s ArpENpDIx to the Memoirs of the 
Baron ve Torr.]} 


“ N the coait of Syria is a 
nation kn. wn only by name, 
but which merits our ferious at 
tention.—Its Jaws, culioms, and 
religion, are peculiar to itfelt, and 
form a people very different from 
any other with whom we are ac- 
quainted.—Hawever obfcure they 
may be, they, neverthelefs, enjoy 
the inetlimable blefling of liberty ; 
which they have taken care to pre- 
ierve, even though hiamnaiel by 
tyranny ; the glory of which cir- 
cumtlance alone renders them highly 
intereiting, and worthy the atten- 
tion of philofophy. 
‘““ the Drufes refide upon the 


mountains known by the names ot 


Lebanon and Antilebanon, fepe- 
rated from each other by a fertile 
plain of twelve or thirteen leagues 
in length, and four or five in 
breadth, divided in its whole ex- 
tent by the river Kafmie, the 
source of which is near Balbec, 


and its mouth about three miles to 
the north of Sour (the ancient 
Tyre.) Theirmaritime coat firetch- 
es for fifteen leagues from the river 
Sidon to Gebail ; where begins the 
pachalick of ‘lripolis.—The coun- 
try which they poffefs is held in 
fief, one part from the government 
ot Sidon, and the other trom that 
of Damafcus ; which renders them 

tributary to thefe two pachalicks, 
“ Their fineit poffeffions, and 
thofe which form the principal 
force of their dominions, are fur- 
rounded by the Lebanon and the 
Keiroan, which belong to the 
diftrict of Sidon; this is properly 
the principality of the Grand Emir, 
and ele Deniae is its capital. he 
annual tribute which it pays to the 
yxacha of Sidon is 350 purfes. Anti- 
SEN in which is fituated the 
plain of Beka, is held in fief from 
Damafcus, and forms another prin- 
cipglity, poffefled by a Drutian 
family 
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family allied to the Grand Emir. 
Hatbcia is its capital. ‘The fame 
bleod, the fame interetts, the fame 
delire to thake off the Ottoman yoke 
(which they fubmit to with im- 
paticnce) unite them on all occa- 
sions, 

‘¢ The government of the Drufes 
is feudal ; a prince, to whom they 
give the title,.of Emir, occupies 
the firfl ftation in quality ot lord 
paramount ; he receives trom them 
fealty and homage ; but his power 
is contined within narrow limits ; 
it extends not to making new laws, 
or over-awing the people. 

** His finances confitt only in the 
revenues of his perfonal eilates, 
the produce of the cufloms, and 
the tarm of the country appropri- 
ated to his peculiar profit.—Thefe 
riches are, however, fuflicient to 
maintain a pomp and retinue which 
dazzle the eyes of a people unac- 

uainted with luxury. — Reipen- 

ble to the Porte tor the miri of 
the mountain, he 1s charged to 
exact the pavment.—This tribute 
is affeffed with equity, and with- 
out variation, on all the poffellors 
of lands. 

*¢ Next to the emir are the great 
vatluls ; they confitt of feven, 
among whom we diftinguith three 
principal tumiles, whofe forces 
and riches might difpute for power 
with the reining emir. They 
are the familics of Chek Ah Gem- 
bilat, Kelcib, and D’Abou Se- 
lanie. 

“ ‘Thefe great vaffals, who, in 
the Arabic language, are called, 
Fi Sebaa ‘Tavaif, enjoy a noble pri- 
vilege, which has never been in- 
fringed, On any occalion, not even 


m cafe of rebellion.—The emir 
cannot pronounce fen'ence of death 
agunit them; the only punifiment 
he can miixt is to fend treops to 
burn the houic of the guuty, lay 
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watle his lands, and cue dowa hig 
mulberry-trees, but the Contlitution 
permits him not even 
his hberty. 

“ When harmony and concord 
reign in thefe mountains, the 
Drutes are In @ condition to make 
themifelves refpected. They have 
often retilted, with vigour, the 
united forces of the pachas of Dg. 
matcus, of Tripoli, and of Sidon, 
leagued againtt them by commund 
of the Porte. 

‘© The emirs of the Drufes in 
general make Dair Kamar the place 
of their relidence, a villave fituated 
m the interior parts of the moun. 
tains, ten or twelve leagucs didant 
from Baruth. There their coup. 
cils are held, and all the great af. 
fairs of the n tron decided, 

‘©The Drufes have no fortrefs ip 
their country ; but their movun- 
tains, inacceilible and impenetrable 
to an entmy, arc a_ fufficient 
defence The moit celebrated is 
that of Kefroan. ‘I his is the name 
of that part of Lebanon which ex 
tends from Gebail to the river of 
Chier, the mouth of which is four 
learues from Baruth, 

‘* The mountains of Lebanon 
are every Where interfected by val- 
lies, of which the labour and in- 
duttry of the Drufes have formed 
moit delicious gardens. — Water 
melons,, cucumbers, melongenes, 
banias, and all forts of garden ve 
getables grow there, under the 
thade of trudt-trees of every kind, 
and recompence with protuion the 
care of the cultivator. 

* The laborious Drufe knows 
how to derive advantage from the 
matt ungrateful foil.-- He pofieties 
not an inch of land, preper for 
cultivation, on which he does not 
attempt to raife atree or produce 
fume plant more ufetul. ‘The stony 
{cilis dettined for the cults ation - 
i’ 
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pve or tobacco ; and the plains for 
bet of wheat, vecetlary for the 


: ° . 
vase of their inhabitants. Al- 
though the Bekaa produces mott 


abundant crops, they are never- 
thelefs obliged to import a large 
quantity 0 fupply the oxdinary 
confumpnon. : B 

« But the principal riches of 
thefe mountaias are its mulberry 
trees, Which are every where cul- 
tivated with the greateft fuccets.— 
At the latter end of Autumn they 
lop off all their branches, which, tn 
the {pring following, fhoot out 
with a profufion of tender fuceu- 
lent leaves, on which the filk- 
worm feeds with rapacity.—In the 
interior parts of thefe mountains 
this valuanle infect is nurtured 
within doors; but in the territory 
of Baruth in the open air, under 
fheds, co:ered with briars and 
branbles ; the only care neceflary 
is cleanlinels, ~— ‘This occupa‘ion 
belongs to the woman. —As they do 
not hatch before the end of the 
rainy feafon, and when thunder is 
no more heard, their general in- 
creafeisprodigious.——Thole brought 
up under the fheiter of a good 
houfe produce yellow filk ; thofe 
under the feds, white. ‘The annual 
products are all collected by and in 
the month ot Auguit; and in a 
divan or council, where the emir 
prefides, the price of the filk is 
fixed, according to its plenty or 
leareity and the demand of foreign 
markets, ‘Ih? price flared regulates 
the payment of thofe duties which 
the culiivator owes to the emir, 
or to his refpective cheik, and 
witch they pay, at their option, 
either in kind or money.—The 
public market is afterwards opened 
at Baruth, where the French mer- 
chants, ettablifhed at Sidon, either 
£0 or fend brokers to execute their 
commitliogs, 
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«¢ The produce of filk is amply 
fufficient to pay the miri to the 
Grand Signior; to purchafe rice 
and linens from Egypt, which are 
abtolute necetlaries ; and to procure 
to the happy inhabitants, of thefe 
mountains, the feveral articles of 
pleafure and convenience with 
Which they are fupplicd by the 
French. 

* When the harvreit of filk is 
over, the women employ them- 
Telves in {pinning cotton and raw 
filk, the lait 1s fent into Egypt, 
the former ferves to make coarfe 
linens and dimities for common 
ule.—— This is slfo a branch of 
induftry which contributes to the 
enjoyments of the inhabitants of 
thefe mountains. 

‘© The Drufes are a very numee 
rous peaple ; the tranquillity which 
they enjoy, joined to the beauty 
and temperature of their climate, 
attract, in crowds, the Chriftians 
of Syria, who fly trom the tyranny 
of the pachas.—Jhis nation can 
with eafe raife 50,000 men, tole- 
rably capable of undertaking the 
detence of their mountains and 
defiles.—But this militia, afiembled 
in. hafte, and without any kind 
of ditcipline, never atchieved any 
thing glorious whenever they lett 
their mountains to defcend into the 
plains, where the little order they 
oblerve gives too great an advan- 
tage to the cavalry of their ene- 
mies. 

‘¢ Thefe armies are never any 
expence to the emir; either the 
hape of pillage engages them to 
follow their leaders, or critical 
circumitances, fuch as the danger 
of the ftate, induce them to take up 
arms for the dctence of their coun- 
try. They then convoke the 
general aflembly of the ftate: 
every cheik, whether Drufe or 


Chrittian, is obliged to repair to 
the 


[60] 


the rendezvous, at the head of the 
young men of sheir refpective vil- 
i, es. The Chiefs only are on 
horfeback. Every one comes arm- 
ed with a mufket, a battle axc, a 
fabre, and a pair of pifto!s, and it 
is underftood that he is to furnifh 
himfelf with powder, ball, and 
provifions.—They encamp in the 
defiles through which the enemy 
may penetrate, and have a great 
advantage by the agility with which 


they climb the mountains, and 


their knowledge of the paths and 
remote paffes — Their provifions 
are but little incumbrance ; they 
confitt of bread and cheefe, only, 
which every foldier carries in a fmall 
leathern bag hung to his fide.— 
Thefe numerous armies keep the 
ficld only a few days, as they are 
never called together ull the near 
approach of the enemy. 

« The manner of aflembling 
them is fufficiently fingular to 


merit being related.— The emir 


fends heralds to all the villages, 
in which they cry—* Honour calls 
ou!”* He who haftens not at the 
found of his voice is a man without 
honour.—At this proclamation all 
the women of the village affemble 
in the market-place, and, to en- 
courage the young men to fly to the 
defence of their country, they de- 
mand arms for the fame purpofe. 
“ The right of afylum is facred 
amongtt the Drufes.—A man pur- 
fued by the vengeance of govern- 
ment, if he can reach the moun- 
tains, is fure of his life; neither 
promifes nor threats can force a 
culprit from the hands of an emir, 
or cheik, who has promifed him his 
protection. 
¢ Hofpitality is greatly honour- 
ed by this people, though they treat 
their guefts with great parfimony.— 
‘Temperance is one of their virtues. 
It is cuftomary with every family 
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to lay in fuch a ftock of provitions 
as 1s neceflary for the current year; 
and, when an unexpected guci 
arrives to fhare with them, after 
his departure they take care w dj. 
minith their daily confomption, 
tll by oeconomy, they have reco. 
vered what they had expended 

“ Their provifions confift, ig 
gencral, of burgoo, wheat boiled, 
and afterwards dried in the fun, 
with which they make foup; 4 
fat fleep, which they cut in very 
{mall pieces and preferve in butter, 
after having roatted it quite brdwa 
and crifp. . They make much ufe 
of pillaw (rice baked with butter 
or fat), but above all of eggs, 
which they drefs whole, between 
two plates, or difhes, and which 
they call maklabaid The utenfil 
they make ufe of is very fingular; 
it is a dif made of cows-dun 
kneaded with earth. The more it 
has been ufed the more it is held 
in eftimation. — Amongtt the furni- 
ture, which compof:s the ma riage 
fortune of the girls, a dith of this 
kind is never wanting. 

“ To thefe effential provifions 
they add rice, preens, honey, and 
cried fruits. —They feldom cat 
freth meat, as their country docs 
not abound in patturage tor the 
nourifhment of their flocks. 

“ In thofe villages where fire- 
wood is fcarce, it is cuftomary te 
fupply the want of it by the dung 
of their domeflic animals, «and the 
truddles of their goats, which they 
knead up with their ftraw. 

“ Every houfe makes its own 
bread ; the oven is a great earthen 
veffel, in which they light a fire. 
When it is hot, they apply to its 
inner edge, with a little leathern 
bag, a very thin cake of dough, 
which is baked in an inftant; but 
this bread is good only when trefh. 

“ The marriage of the ~_ 

1KC 
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like that of the Turks, is merely 
civil; they contract in the fame 
manner and under the fame con- 
ditions. The cadi, or judge of 
the place draws up a deed, in which 
is {pecitied, firft, the dower which 
the huiband gives his wife, then 
the fum hes to receive in cafe of 
her death or repudiation, 

« The Drutes carry their pre- 
cautions and jealoufies to greater 
lengths than the other people of 
the Eait.—Their wives live very 
retred: even their nearcft rela- 
tions are excluded from their fo- 
ciety. —They cannot legally be 
feen but by their fathers, brothers, 
and children:— Even a_ brother 
is not permitted frequently to vifit 
his brother’s wife. And, fhould 
it be proved that a girl had been 
deficient in her duty, fhe would 
find no mercy: fhe muft be facri- 
ficed to the honour of her family. 

‘* The Drufes apparently pro- 
fels, but in their hearts dereft, 
Mahometanifin. — Intereft obliges 
them tokeep well with the Turkifh 
government and the eftablifhed 
religion ; this forces them to have 
recourfe to diffimulation, which 
may prove advantageous to them, 
and which their principles do not 
confider as illegal. 

‘To judge of them by their 
conduct with refpect to the Chrif- 
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tians, we might be induced to 
believe they were not averfe to 
Chriftiavity ; but in their hearts 
they abhor its dogmas and doc- 
trines. ‘The apparent refpect they 
fhow them proceeds from their 
indifference for all religions, which 
they equally reprobate; without 
endeavouring to accelerate the time 
fixed by detliny for their total de- 
itruction, 

** The Chriftians enjoy amongt 
them the moft perfeét t illity 3 

there are more Chrittians, at 
prefeut, in their principality, than 
Drufes. ~ They are gov 
by the fame laws, and enjoy the 
fame privileges. 

«* The emirs have more confi- 
dence in the Chriftians than in the 
Drufes. themfelves ; it is from 
among them they chufe their ftew- 
ards, theit guards, and their do- 
meflic fervants.—To them they 
entruft the education of their chil- 
dren.—For thefe reafons, the great- 
eft at the gy Ney fec 

rotefs Chriftianity. The reignin 

poke Juffef is faid eo be a Chriltiam 
—The Drufes have more than once 
fhewn their difcontent at the afcen- 
dance which the Chriftians have 
obtained in their mountains; but, 
being no longer the ftrongeft, they 
are obliged to fuppre(s their refent- 
ment. 
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HISTORY and CHARACTER of ANCIENT COMEDY, 


[From the Firft Vol. of Grixres’s History of Greece.} 


é& RAGEDY, the fong 

| «6 the gout, and Comed¥, 
the fong of the village, firtliciently 
indicate, by the meannefs of their 
ancient maine, the humility of their 
firft original. They arofe amidit 
the facrifices and joyous feftivit 
of the vintage, in a countr which 
fetdom adopted the amulements, 
any more than the arts qnd initicu- 
tions, of others, but which was 
deftined to communicate her own 
to all the civilifed portion of man- 
kind. During the entertainments 
of a feafon peculiarly dedicated to 
recreation and pleafure, the inn ¢ 
tible minds of the Greeks naturally 
yielded to two propenfities conge- 
nial to men in fuch circuinftances, 
a difpofition to exercife their fen- 
fibility, and a defire to amufe their 
fancy. Availing himfelt of the 
former, the fublme genius of Lf 
chylus improved the fong of the 
goat into a regular dramatic poem, 
agreeing with the Iliad and Odyfley 
in thofe unalterable rules of detign 
and execution which are effential 
to the perfection of every literary 
performance, yet differing from 
thofe immortal archetypes of art, 
in a circumfance naturally fug- 
gefted by the occafion for which 
tragedies were compofed. It had 
been ufual with the Athenians, 
when they celebrated in the fpring 
and autumn the great feftivals of Bac- 
chus, to perfonate the exploits and 


fables handed down by immemorial 
tradition concerning that bountifal 
divinity ; thisimitation was confider- 
ed as a mark of gratitude due tothe 
beneficence of the God, to whofe 
honours they affociated the kindred 
worfhip of Pan, Silenus, and their 
attendant fawns and fatyrs. When 
fEichylus reprefented, therefore, 
inftead of fiinply reciting, the real 
hiftory, or agreeable fictions af 
antiquity, he only adopted a modé 
of imitation already practifed in the 
religious ceremonies of his country ; 
a mode of imitation more powerful 
than the epic, fince, intlead of 
barely defcribing the deeds of gods 
and heroes, it fhews thofe diitin- 
guifhed perfonages on the feenc, 
makes them fpeak and att for 
themfelves, aud thus approaching 
nearer to reality, is ftill more for- 
cible and affetting. 

“ As tratedy was introduced in 
imitation of the more ferious fpecta- 
cles of the Dionytian feftival, fo 
comedy, which foon followed it, 
was Owing to the more light and 
ludicrous parts of that folemnity. 
Tragedy, in the imitation of an 
important and ferious action, adapt- 
ed to effect the fenfibility of the 
fpectators, and to gratify their na- 
tural propenfity to fear, to weep, 
and to wonder. Comedy is the 
imitation of a Fight and ludicrous 
action, adapted to amufe the fancy, 
and to gratify the natural ete 
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of men to laughter and merriment. 
Terror and pity have in all ages 
been regarded as the main fprings 
of tragedy, becaufe the laws of 
fenfibility, founded folely in na- 
ture, are always the fame. Co 

has been infinitely varied by the 
innumerable modes of wit, humour, 
and ridicule, which ‘prevail in 
dierent ages and cowntries, and 
which agree fearcely im any one 
particular, uniefs it may be rec- 
koned an agreement, that men have 
feldom indulged them, except at the 
expence of thei gooj-mature, and 
often of their virtue. The Grecian 
comedy was uncommonly licen- 
tious ; the profligate characters of 
Ariftophanes and his conteinpora- 
sics, Mnetilochus, Callias, Eupolis, 
and Cratenus, contribured, doubt- 
lefs, to this deformity ; yet thefe 
poets could not ¢afily have ren- 
dered their new entertainment a- 
eteeable to the tafe and prejudices 
of the public, without incorporat- 
ing in them the fubftance of the 
phallic fongs, which conftituted an 
anciert ‘and effential part of the 
amufements of the vintage. The 
fond adinirers of antiquity have 
defended’ the abominable ftrains of 
theie licentious poets, by pretend- 
ing, that their intention was to 
reform vice, not to recommend it ; 
an apology which, if admitted, 
might tend to exculpate the wri- 
ters, but could never juftify their 
performances, fince it is known by 
experience, that lewd defcriptions 
prove a poilon rather than a re- 
medy ; and inftead of correcting 
manners, tend only to corrupt 
them. . 

“© Befides the general licenti- 
oufnefs of the ancient comedy, its 
more particular charatteriftics re- 
fulted from the peculiar circum- 
flances of the Athenians, dwin 
the ‘time of its introduction an 
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. 
continuance, The «people fall 
ranks at Athens were then “ 
dee ged in the military an 
SNe atsbices of hairs coun- 
try, t6 enjoy any amufement which’ 
did not either direétly flatter their 
paffions, or bear an immediate 


‘relation to the great and impor- 


tant interefts of the ic. Te 
was during the confufion and cala- 
mities of the Pelaponnefian war, 
that all the comic which 
remain were originally reprefented ; 
x period too diforderly and tumul- 
tuous to relith comedies, fuch as 
are now written, or fuch as were 
compofed in Greece by Menander, 
in an age of greater moderation and 
tranquillity. The elegant and 
ingenious, the moral and inftruc- 
tive flrains of Moliere or Menander, 
niet amufe the idlencfs of ‘wealth, 
and the fecurity of peace. Bue 
amidft the fermentation of war and 
danger, amidft ‘civil’ diffenfions 
and foreign invafions, the minds 
of men are too little at cafe to 
enjoy fuch refined and delicate 
beauties which then appear lifelefs 
and infipid. In fuch turbulent cir- 
cumftances, the reluctant artention 
muft be excited by real, inftead of 
imagiwary characters; by a true 
inilead of a fictitious event; by 
direct and particular advice con- 
cerning the actual flate of their af- 
fairs, inttead of vague or abitract 
leffons of wifdom and virtue. Coarfe 
buffoonery may often ferce them 
to laugh ; dclicate ridicule will 
feldom engage them to iini'e; they. 
may be affected by the fharpnefs of 
erfonal invective, but will remain 
impenetrable to the fhafts of gencrak 
fatire. 

*« By combining the different 
parts of this defcription, we may 
form a tolerably exaét notion of the 
writings of Ariflophanes, which 
commonly copceal, under a 9 

ce 
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alfegorical veil, the recent, hiftory 
of Mme public tranfaction, or the 
principal features of fome diftin. 

uifhed character, reprefented in 
fuch a ludicrous light as .reflects 
on thofe concerned, unexpected, 
and oiten unmerited, but not there- 
fore the lefs ftriking, flafhes of in- 
folent ridicule. Such was the na- 
ture, and fuch the materials of the 
ancient comedy, which, in_ its 
form, agreed entirely with tragedy, 
having borrowed from this enter- 
tainment (which was already in 
poffeffion of the theatre) the dif- 
tribution of the whole, as well as 
the arrangement of the feveral 
parts; the mufic, the chorus, the 
dreffes, decorations, and machinery; 
all of which were fo modified and 
burlefqued as fuited the purpofes 
of the comic writer, and often ren- 
dered his pieces little elfe than 
parodies of the more fafhionable 
tragedies ot the times. 

« This fingular fpecies of drama, 
which, in its lefs perfect ftate, had 
long ftrolled the villages of Attica, 
was fimply tolerated at Athens, 
until the profution of Pericles, and 
his complaifance for the populace, 


firt fupplied from the exchequer 
the veceflary expences for the re. 
prefentation of comedies, and pro- 
pofed prizes for the comic as wel] 
as for the tragic poets and ators, 
But, by th:s injudicious encoy- 
ragemient, he unwarily cherithed 
a ferpent in his bofom. Arittro. 
phanes and his licentious contem. 
poraries having previoufly ridiculed 
virtue and genius, in the perfuas 
of Socrates and Euripides, boldly 
proceeded to avail themfelves of the 
natural malignity of the vulgar, 
and their env inft whatever is 
elevated and 1 luftious, to traduce 
and calumniate Pericles himfe‘f ; 
and though his fucceffors in the 
adminittration juftly merited (as 
we fhall have occafion to relate) 
the fevereft lafhes of their invective, 
yet, had their characters been more 
pure, they would have been equally 
expofed to the unprovoked fatire 
of thofe infolent buffoons, who 
gratified the grofs appetites of the 


vatgee "Sy an andiftinguifhed mafs 


of ridicule, involving vice and 
virtue, things prophane and facred, 
men and gods.” 
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and ROMAN HISTORIANS. 


{From Youne’s History of ATHENS.] 


se UINCTILIAN hath light- 
/ ly fketched a compariton 
betw@en the Greek and Roman hif- 
torians: he mentions Herodotus 
and Livy, as having equal preten- 
fions ; bur furely the tales in the 
firll book of Herodotus are not of 
a merit to conteft the prize of hif- 
tory with thofe books of Livy which 
afforded a text for the famous com- 
ment of Machiavel ; nor do I think 
3% 


that the Greeks account of the Pers. | 
fian wars, is equal to the famous 
Decad of the Punic invafion : Poly- 
bius would, in my opinion, afford 
amore appofite parallel; his hav- 
ing written on Roman fubjecs no 
ways vitiates the propriety of com- 
paring them, and in doing fo, thofe 
who are not led away by the quaint 
phrafe of * lactea ibercai® applied 
to Livy, will admit his pretesfions 
~ ; t 
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to energy as well as eloquence : 
their ftyle is undoubted different, 
and in this the Latin hath the better 
of the comparifon ; in .other re- 
fpects, to ufe a phrafe of Quindili- 
an, they are * pares magis quam fi- 
miles.’ Quin¢tilian doubts not to 
oppofe the merits of Salluil, to 
thofe of Thucydides ; on this head 
J have my doubts; independent of 
his emphatic ttyle and air of accu- 
racy throu hout, the introductory 
book of Thucydides is a mafter- 
iece Of recapitulation, and may 
be placed in parallel with the firit 
book of Machiavel’s Hiftory of 
Florence, the beft epitome (I think) 
of the kind; but the preambles of 
Salluft, though eloquent and in- 
enious, are fomewhat forced and 
inapplicable. The hiflories of Xe- 
nophon I Tead with pleafure, but 
cannot admit them to vie with the 
above authors, either of his own 
country, or of the Romans: I am 
rather inclined to allow to the lat- 
ter the general palm of hiflory. 
What doubts I may have, the an- 
nals and hiftories, and particularly 
the detached pieces of. Tacitus are 
calculated to remove ;—if language 
and fentiment fuitable to each ac- 
tion, and concifely explanatory of 
motive and event, if in the words 
of Salluit, ¢ faétis di€ta exequan- 
da,’ conftirute the merit in this 
branch of literature, who is the 
writer that hath given policy, 
facts, and character more force, 
and in fewer, and in better words, 
than Tacitus ? Toa proper and able 
reader, Tacitus explains whilft he 
appears fimply to relate a myftery ; 
and developes the receffes of policy 
and chara¢ter, whilft he profeffes to 
recite merely effects and conduct. 
“ The military memoirs of Cx- 
far and of Xenophon may be con- 
fidered as a diftinét and new branch 
of literavure, and may afford freth 
1786, 


fubje& for conteft and criticifm: 
the pretenfions of the Roman and 
Greck are refpectively ftrong, and 
their different merits muy afford 
fcope to the advocate of cither lan- 
guage or writer. 

*¢ T mean not to enter into a mi- 
nute enquiry, but rather as a key 
to fuch difquifition, obferve, that 
in the Latin work, we have the com- 
mentaries of a general, veited with 
a legitimate command: in the 
Greek, the journal of an officer in 
fubordinate authority, though of 
high eftimation; the fpeeches of 
the one are replete with imperatori- 
al dignity ; of the other, delivered 
with the concilia‘ory arts of argu- 
ment and condefcenfion : the ora- 
tory put into the mouth of o:hers, 
is by cither author happily intro- 
duced, and fuited to patty and to 
circumftance ; with exception, how- 
ever, toa fpeech of Cyrus, in the 
Memoirs of Xenophon, who, though 
in queft of the defpotic crown of 
Pertia, is made to harangue for 
Greece and liberry. Accounts of 
the face of the country, of the 
characters of the inhabitants, and 
even of very families, were collect- 
ed and tranfmitted to the great lead- 
er in chicf; and thence from Cefar 
we have a curious and well authen- 
ticated detail relative to the Gauls, 
the Britons, and every other ene- 
my: Xenophon is fuperficial with 
refpect to any peculiarities of the 
nations he paffed through, his mind 
was abforbed in the care of thofe 
under his command; but thence 
we are better acquainted with the 
Greek army than with that of Ce- 
far’s; Ceetar’s attention was ever 
direéted to thofe he was to attack, 
to countera¢t, or to oppofe; Xe- 
nophon’:, to thofe he was to con 
duct: Cafar is often cireumftanti- 
al, but never diffufe; Menephen, 
were he lefs eloquent, I fliould ¢all 

E prox, 
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prolix, without being particular. 
Ceefar gives the characters of men 
in a difplay of their actions and of 
their fpeeches ; it became net the 
dignity of the great Roman gencral 
to minutely difcriminate the private 
a and demerits of an individu- 
; but Xenophon might properly 
6 Nas thereon, with the nice ob- 
fervation of a by-ftander, follow- 
ing the bent of philofophic enqui- 
ry: the character ot Cyrus was in- 
deed worthy the pen of C xfar, but 
a detail of the virtues of Proxenus 
and vices of Menon, were a more 
proper fubject for the more private 
writer: in his portraiture of thefe 
men, and of that of Clearchus, 
Xenophon has difplayed the mott 
nervous and pointed eloquence ; the 
energy of which is a fine contratt 
to the eafy rhetoric ot the fpeeches, 
and elegant fimplicity of diction in 
the narrative, which fo fingularly 
charaétesife thefe moft beautiful 
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Memoirs. It may be obferved, that 
Xenophon heth in this work arttul- 
ly inter{perfed every circumftance 
which micht conduce to the gitinga 
favourable idea of his own ch: uracters 
~-one Phalinus is introduced, de. 
riding him for his virtue and philo- 
fophy ; his happy temper and mo. 
deration are hin ted at in the obfer. 
vation, ** that he never had a dif. 
pute with any other captain but 
once, and that a trivial one, with 
Cherifophus :” the general idea of 
his bravery, his religion, and his 
eloquence, is ftrongly marked 
throughout; every fpeech himfelf 
makes (if I rightly remember) is e- 
vincive and effectual: the certain 
Athenian ca'led Xenophon, is thus 
in fucceifion veited with every ac. 
complifhment, and, through the 
well-wrought veil of modeft phrafe, 
is at length difcoverable the arro- 
gance of a biave and virtuous, but 
Vain man.’’ 
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SH CONJUNCTIONS. 


[From Horne Tooxke’s EMEA NTEPOLNTA.] 


a3 B. 


N Englifh, then, it feems thofe 
two words (IF and AN) which 
have been called conditional con- 
junctions (and whofe force and man- 
ner of fignification, as well as of ail 
the others, we are directed by Mr. 
Locke to fearch afier in ‘the teve- 
ral views, poftures, ftands, terms, li- 
imitations, and exceptions, and feve- 
ral other thoughts of the mind, tor 
which we have either none, or very 
deficient names’’) are according to 
you, merely the original imperatives 
of the verbs to Give or to Grazt. 
*¢ Now let me underitand you. 


5 


I do not mean to divert you into an 
etymological explanation of each 
particular word ot other languages, 
or even of the Englifh, and fo to 
change our conver/ation from a phi- 
lofophical inquiry concerning the 
nature of language in general, in- 
tu the particular bufinefs of a poly- 
glot lexicon. But, as you have 
faid that your principles will apply 
univerfally, I defire to know whe- 
ther you mean that the conditional 
conjunctions of all other languages 
are likewile to be found, like /f and 
an, in the original imperatives of 
fome of their own or derived verbs, 
meaning to Give? 

« H, 
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“ H. 

« No. If that was my opinion, 
I know you are ready inttantly to 
confute it by the conditionals of 
the Greek and Latin and Irith, the 
French, Italian, Spanifh, Portu- 
guete and many other languages. 
But I mean that thofe words which 
are called condit‘onal conjunions, 
are to be accounted for in ail lan- 
guages in the fame manner as I 
have accounted for if and az. Not 
indeed that they mutt all mean pre- 
cifely as thefe two do,—Give and 
Grant; but fome word equivalent : 
fuch as,—Be it, Suppoley Allow, 
Permit, Put, Suffer, 8c. which 
meaning is to be fought for from 
the particular ety molozy ot cach 
refpective language, not from fome 
un-named and unknown * Terms, 
Stands, Pottures, &c. of the mind.” 
In fhort, to put this nvatter out of 
doubt, I mean to difcard all fuppof- 
ed mytltery, not only about thefe 
conditionais, but about all thofe 
words alfo which Mr. Harris and 


others diftinguifh from prepofitions, 
and call conjunfions ot fentenccs. 
i deny them to be a feparate fort of 
words or part of fpeech by them- 


felves. For they have not a fepa- 

rate manner of fignification: although 
thepare nt devoid of figrification. 
And the particular fignification ot 
each mult be fought for from a- 
mongit the other parts of fyeech, 
by the help of the particular ety- 
mology of each refpective language. 
By fuch means alone can we clear 
away the obfcurity and errors in 
which grammarians and _philofo- 
phers have been involved by the 
corruption of fome common words, 
and the ufeful abbreviations of con- 
firucion. Amd’ at the fame time 
we fhall get rid of that farago of 
afelefs ditlinGtions icto Conjuncive, 
Adjunttive, Disjund&ive, Subdisjune- 
tite, Copulative, Continuative, Sub- 
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continuative, Pofttive, Suppofitives 
Canfil, ColleBive, Effective, _— 
bative, Difcretive, a ree 
famptive, Abnegative, letives 
Aug mentative, Alternative, Hypothe- 
tical, Extenfoe, Periedical, Moti- 
wal, Conclufive, Explicative, Tranfi- 
tive, Interrogative, Comparative, Di- 
minutive, Preventive, Adequate Pre 
wentive, MAdverfative, Conditional, 
Sufpenfrve, Conclufive, Illative, Con- 
duflive, Declarative, &e. &C. &Ce 
which explain nothing; and (as 
moft other technical terms are ab- 
ufed) ferve only to throw a veil o- 
ver the ignorance of thofe who em- 
ploy them. 
“cB, 

* You mean, then, by what you 
have faid, flatly to contradi¢t Mr. 
Harris ‘ecdafinizion of a ConjunSion; 
which he fays, is—** a part ot {peech 
devoid of fignification irfelf, but fo 
formed as to help fignification, by 
making two or more fignificant fen- 
tences to be one fignificant fentence.”” 

“H, 

“IT have the lefs fcruple to do 
that, becaufe Mr. Harris makes no 
fcruple to contradict himfelf. For 
he afterwards acknowledges that 
fome of them—* have a kind of 
‘obfeure fignification when taken a- 
lone ; and appear in grammar, like 
zoophytes in nature, a kind of 
middle beings of amphibious cha- 
racter; which, by fharing the at- 
tributes ot the higher and the low- 
er, conduce to link the whole to- 
gether.” 

* Now I fuppofe it is impoffible 
to convey a Nothing in a more in- 
genious Manner. tow much fupe- 
rior is this to the oracular faw of 
another learned author in Language 
(typified by Shakfpeare in Sir To- 
pax) who, amongit much other in- 
tclligence of equal importance, tells 
us with a very folemn face, and 
aferibes it to Plato, that—* Every 

Ek 2 man 
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man that opines, muft opine fome- 
thing: the fubje¢t of opinion there- 
fore, is net nothing.” But the fair. 
eff way to Lord Monboddo is to 
give you the whole paflage. 

«+ It was not, therefore, without 
reafon that Plato faid that the fub- 
ject of opinion was neither the ro év, 
or the thing itfelf, nor was it the 
ro un oy, Or nothing ; but fomething 
betwixt thefe two, This may ap- 
pear, at firf fight a little mytteri- 
ous, and, difficult to be underitond ; 
but, like ather things of that kind 
in Plato, when examined to the hot- 
tom, it has a very clear meaning, 
and explains the nature of opinion 
avery well: FOR, as he fays, every 
gan that opines, mult opine fome- 
thing; the fubject of opinion there- 
fore, is not nothing. Ar the fame 
time it is not the thing itfelf, but 
Qmething betwixt the two.” His 
lordthip, you fee, has explained it 
very clearly ; and no doubt mutt 
have fweated much to get thus to 
the bottom. 

«* But Mr. Harris has the advan- 
tage of a fimilie over this gentle- 
man: and though fimilies appear 
with moit beauty and propriety in 


works of imagination, they are fre- 


quently found molt ufeful to the 
authors of philofophical treatifes : 
und have often helped them out at 
many a dead lift, by giving them 
an appearance of faying fomething, 
when indeed they had nothing to 
fay: for fimilies are in truth the 
bladders upon which they float ;) 
and the grammarian finks at once 
it he attempts to fwim without 
them. | 

* Asa proof of which, let us 
only examine the prefent inftance ; 
and, difmitling the xzoophytes, fee 
what intelligence we can draw 
trom Mr. Harris concerning the na- 
ture ot Conjunttions. 

“ Firk he defines a word to be a 
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** found fignificant.” Then he de« 
b> Conjunétions to be words (i, ¢, 

unds fiznificant) “* devo'd o i. 
fieation.”"“——Afterwards he al 
that they have‘ @ kind of fgnis 
fication.” 

* But thie kind of fignification js 
—‘*objcure,” (i. €. a fignification 
unknown): fomething I fuppofe 
(as Chillingworth couples them) 
like a fecret tradition, or a filent 
thunder: for it amounts to the 
fame thing as a fignification which 
does not fgnify: an obfcure or un- 
known fignification being no figni- 
fication at all. But, not contented 
with thefe inconfiftencies, which to 
a hefs learned man would feem fuf. 
ficient of all confcience, Mr. Har- 
ris goes farther, and adds, that they 
are a—‘*kind of middle beings’— 
(he muft mean between fignification 
and no fignification)—** fharing the 
attributes of both”? —(i. e. of fignifi- 
cation and no fignification) and— 
conduce to link them beth” —(i. e. figs 
nification and no fignification) * so 
gether.” 

‘¢ It would have hetped us a lits 
tle, if Mr. Harris had here told up 
what that middle fate is, between 
fignification and no fignification ! 
What are the attributes of no figni- 
fication ! And how fignificatiof# and 
no fignification can be Jinked toge- 
ther! 

*¢ Now all this may, for ought I 
know, be ‘read and admired as 
long as there is any tafle for fine 
ceuriting wm Britain. But with fuch 
unlearned and vulgar philofophers 
as Mr. Locke and his difciples, 
who feek not safe and elegance, but 
truth and common fenfe in philofo- 
phical fubjects, I believe it will ne- 
ver pafs as a perfect example of ana- 
lyfis 3”” nox bear away the palm for 
* acutene/s of inveftigation and pers 
Jpicuity of explication,”” For, fepas 
rated tromthe five writing, (which 

howevet 
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however I can no where find in 
the book) thus is the Conjunction 
explained by Mr. Harris. -A 
found fignificant devoid of fignifi- 
cation, having at the fame time a 
kind of obfcure fignification ; and 
et having neither fignification nor 
po fignification ; but a middle fome- 
thing between fignification and no 
fignification, fharing the attribures 
both of fignification and no figniti- 
cation; and linking fignification 
and no fignification together. 

« If others, of a more elegant 
tafte for fine «writing, are able to 
receive cither pleafure or inttruc- 
tion from fuch truly th lofophical lan- 
guage, I fhall neither dispute with 
them nor envy them: but can on- 
ly deplore the dulinefs of my own 
apprehenfion, who, notwithfland- 
ing the great authors quoted in Mr. 
Harris’s treatife, and the great au- 
thors who recommend it, cannot 
help confidering this ‘* perfe& ex- 
ample of analyfis,”? as—an approv- 
ed compilation of almoft all the er- 
rors which grammarians have been 
accumulating from the time of A- 
riftotle down to our prefent days, 
of technical and learned affectation. 

“ B, 

“I am afraid, my good friend, 
you ftill carry with you your old 
humour in politics, though your 
fubject is now different. You tpeak 
too fharply for philofophy. Come, 
confefs the truth. Are not you a- 
gaint authority, becaufe authority is 
againft you? And does notyour fplern 
to Mr. Harris arife principally from 
his having taken care so fortify his 
opinions in a manner in which, from 
your fingularity, you cannot ? 

“ H. 

s T hope you know my dff{pofirion 
better. And I am perfuaded that I 
owe your long and tteady friendfhip 
to me, to the conviction which an 
early experience in private life af- 
iorded you, that—neminem liben- 
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ter nominem, nifi ut laudem ; fed nee 
peceata reprehenderem, nifi ut aliis 
prodeffem.—Indeed you have borne 
your teitimony for me in very 
trying fituations, where few befides 
yourfelf would have ventured fo 
much honefty. Ar the fame time, 
I confefs, 1 fhould difdain to handle 
any ufeful truth daintily, as if I 
feared leit it fhould fling me; and 
to employ a aay or inquiry 
as a vehicle for interelted or cow- 
ardly adulation. 

«I protett to you, my notions of 
language were formed betore [I 
could account etymologically for 
any one of the words in quettion, 
and before I was in the leaft ac- 
quainted with the opinions of 
others. I addreffed myfelf to an. 
inquiry into their opinions with all 
the diffidence of confvious igno- 
rance ; and, fo far from {purning 
autherity, was difpofed to admit of 
half ‘an argument from a great 
name. So that it is not my tuule, 
if I am forced to carry intiead of 
following the lanthorn : but at all 
events it is better than walking in 
total darknefs. 

‘© And yer, though I beliere 
I differ from all the accoun:s which 
have hitherto been given of | ine 
guage, I am not fo much without 
authority a$ you may imagines 
Mr. Harris himfelf and all the 
grammurians whom he has, and 
whom (though uting their words) 
he has not quoted, are my autho. 
rities. Their own doubts, their 
difficulties, their diffatisfaction, their 
contradictions, their obfcurity on 
all thefe points are my avthorities 
again{t them: for their fyftem and 
their difficulties vanifh together. 
Indeed unlefs, with Mr. Harris, I 
had been repeating what others 
have written, it is impoilible I 
fhould quote any direct authorities 
for my own manner of explanation. 
But let ys hear Wilkins, whofe in- 

E 3 duiiry 
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duftry deferved to have been better 
employed, and his perfeverance 
better rewarded with difcovery ; 
let us hear what he fays. 

«6 According to the true philofo- 
phy of fpeech, I cannot conce.ve 
this kind of words’? (he {peaks of 
Adverbs and Conjunttions) ‘** to 
be properly a diftinct part of fpeech, 
as they are commonly called. But 
until they can be diftributed into 
their proper places, I have fo far 
complied with the Grammars of in- 
itituted languages, as to place 
them here together.”——And again, 

“s For the accurate effecting of 
this [i. ¢. a real chara&er] it would 
be necefiary that the theory itfelf 
[i.e. of language upon which fuch a 
defign were to be founded, fhould 
be exactly fuited to the nature of 
things. But upon fuppofal that 
this theory [viz. of language) is 
defetive, cither as to the tulnefs 
or the order of it; this muft needs 
add much perplexity to any fuch 
attempt, and render it imperfect. 
And that this is the cafe with that 
common theory already received, 
need not much be doubted. 

‘© It appears evidently there- 
fore that Wilkins (to whom Mr. 
Locke was much indebted) was well 
convinced that all the accounts 
hitherto given of language were 
erroneous. And in fact, the lan- 
guages which are commonly ufed 
throughout the world, are much 
more fimple and eafy, convenient 
and philofophical, than Wilkius’s 
{cheme for areal charaéer ; or than 
any other fcheme that has been at 
any other time imagined or pro- 
pofed for the purpofe. Mr. Locke’s 
diffatisfaction with all the accounts 
which he had feen, is too well 
known to need repetition. 

*¢ Sanctius refcued quop parti- 
culayly frem the number of thefe 


myfterious Conjunétions, though 
he left ur amongft them. 

s And Servius Scioppius, G, J. 
Voffius, Perizonius, and others 

> ’ 
have explained and difplaced many 
other fuppofed Adverbs and Con- 
junctions. 

“© Skinner (though I knew it not 
previoufly) had accounted for 1 
before me, and in the fame manner; 
which though fo palpable, Lye 
confirms and compliments. Even 
S. Johnfon, though miftakenly, has 
attempted anp; and would find no 
difficulty with THEREFORE, 

‘‘ Jn thort, there is not fuchathing 
as a Conjunction in any language, 
which may net, by a ‘kilfull herald, 
be traced home to its own family 
and origin; without having re- 
courfe to contradiction and myftery 
with Mr. Harris: or with Mr, 
Locke, cleaving open the head of 
man to give it fuch a birth as Mi- 
nerva’s trom the brain of Jupiter, 


“B, 


«¢ Call you this authority in your 
favour? When the full ftream 
and current fets the other way, and 
only fome little brook or rivulet 
runs with you? You know very 
well that all the authorities which 
you have alleged, except Wilkins,’ 
are upon the whole againft you. 
For though they have explained 
the meaning, and traced the deri- 
vation of many Adverbs and Con- 
junctions ; yet (except Sanctius 
in the particular inttance of quoD, 
—whofe conjunctive ufe in ,Latin 
he too ftrenuoutly denies) they all 
acknowledge them ftill to be Ad- 
werbs or Conjunétions. It is true, 
they diftinguifhed them by the title 
of ade or xfurpata: but = at 
the fame time acknowledged (indeed 
the very diftinction irfelf is an 
acknowledgment) that there are 

others 
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others which are real, primigcnia, 
wative ire 
wativa, pura “ H. 

«“ True. Becaufe there are fome, 
of whofe origin they were totally 
ignorant. But has any philofopher 
or grammarian ever yet told us 
what a real, original, NAtIVe, pure 
Adverb or Conjunction is? Or 
which ot thefe Conjuné¢tions of 
fentences are fo? Whenever that 
is done, in any langn ge, I may 
venture to promife you that I will 
fhew thofe likewife to be repertas 
and w/urpotas, as well as the ret; 
And till then I fhall take no more 
trouble about them. I fhall only 


add, that though addbreviation and 
corrujtion are always bufieft with 
the «vords which are moft frequently 
mu Ke; vet the words moft fi equeatly 
ufid are leaft liable to be totally laid 


afide. And therefore they are often 
retained,—(I mean that branch of 
them which is moft frequently 
ufed)~when moft of the other 
words—(and even the other branch- 
es of thele retained words)—are, 
by various changes and accident, 
quite loft to a language. Hence 
the difficulty of aecounting for 
them. And hence (becaufe only 
one branch of each of thee declin- 
able words is retained in alanguage) 
arifes the notion of their being 
indeclinable ; and a feparate fort 
of words, or part of fpeech by 
themfelves. But that they are not 
indeclinable, is fufficiently evident 
by what I have already faid. For 
Tnp, An, &c. certainly could not be 
called jindrclinable, when all the 
other branches of thofe verbs, of 
which they are the regular impe 
ratives, were likewife in ufe. And 
that the words iF, an, &c. (which 
fill retam their original figni- 
fication, and are ufed in the very 
iame manner and for the fame pur- 
pele as formerly) fhould now be 
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called rndeclinable proceeds merely 
from the ignorance of thofe who 
could not account for them; and, 
who therefore, with Mr. Harris, 
were driven to fay that they have 
neither meaning nor infection: 
whilft notwithttanding they were 
{till forced to acknowledge (cither 
direétly, or by giving them diffe- 
rent titles of conditional, adwe fative, 
&c.) that they have a ‘ kind of 
ob/cure meaning.” 

‘* How much more candid and 
ingenuous would it have been, to 
have owned fairly that they did not 
underftand the nature of thefe 
Conjunctions ; and, infterd of wrap- 
ping it up in myftery, to have 
exhorted and encouraged others to a 
farther fearch. 

“PR, 

«* You are not the firft perfon 
who has been mifled by a fanciful 
etymology. ‘Take heed that your 
derivations be not of the fame ridi- 
culous caft with theirs who deduced 
Conflantinople trom Conflantine the 
nobley—Breeches from bear-richess— 
Douna trom Dono—and King Pepin 
from ocmeg. 

“HH. 

«¢ If I have been mifled, it moft 
certainly is not by etymology: of 
which I confefs myfelf to have been’ 
fhamefully ignorant at the time 
when thete my notions of language 
were firit formed. Though even 
that previous ignorance is now a 
circumitance which confirms me 
much in my opinion concerning, 
thefe Conjunctions: for I knew nor 
even the charadler of the language 
from which my particular proofs of 
the Engli/h Conjunétions were to be 
drawn. And (notwithftanding lord 
Monboddo’s difcouraging fneer), 
it was general reafoning a previa 
that led me to the particular in- 
ftances ; not particular inftances to 
the general reafoning. This ety- 

E4 mologyy 
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mology, againft whofe fafcination 
you would have me guard myfelf, 
did not occur to me till many years 
after my fyiicm was fettled: and 
it occurred to » e fuddenly, in this 
manner ;—** If my reafoning con- 
cerning thefe Conj.nétions 1s well 
founded, there mui then be in the 
original language trom which the 
Englifh («nd io of all other lan- 
guages) is derived, literally fuch 
and {uch words bearing precifeiy 
fuch and fuch fignifications.”"—l 
was the more pleafed with rhis fug- 
eftion, becaule I was entirely 
ignorant eveu of the Anglo-Saxon 
and Gothic characters: and the ex- 
periment prefented to me a mean, 
either of difabufing myielt from 
error (Which I greatly ‘eared ;) 
or of obtaining a coniisination fut- 
ficiently ftiong to excourage me to 
believe (what every man knowing 
any thirg of human nature will 
always be very backward in believ- 
ing of bimfelf) that I had revly 
made a di.covery. For if upon trial 
I fhould find in an unknown lan- 
guage precifely thofe very words 
oth in found, wend fignification, 
and applica‘ion, which in my per- 
fect ignorance I had fi retold ; 
what muft I conclude, but either 
that fome dzmon had malicioufly 
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infpired me with the fpirit of true 
aly ed in order the more dec ly 
to deceive me; or that my perf 
ing on the nature of language was 
not fantaftical, The event was 
beyoud my expectstion : for] in. 
ftantly found upon trial, all my 
predictions verified. This hs 
made me prefumptuous ¢..ough to 
affert it univerfally. Betides that 
i have fince traced thefe fuppofed 
unmeaning indeclinable Conjune. 
tions with the fame fu cefs in many 
ether languages befide. the Eng, 
lifh. And becaufe 1 know that the 
generality of minds reccive cons 
vition more cally trom a num. 
ber of particular inflances, than 
from the furer but more abttracted 
arguments of general proof; if a 
multiplicity of uncommon avoca- 
tions and engagements (a ifin 
from a very peculiar fituation) h: 
not prevented me, | fheuld long 
b« fore this have found time enough 
from my other purfuits and from 
my enjoyments (amongit which 
idlenefs is not the fmalleit) to have 
fhewn clearly and fatistactorily, the 
origin and precife meaning of each 
of thefe pretended unmeuaning, 
indeclinable Conjunctions, at leait 
in all the dead and living languages 
of Europe.” 





The 


FIRST REQUISITE of the 


DRAMA, 


{From the Intropycrion to REmARKs on fome of the CHaRac- 
TERS Of SHAKESPEARE. ] 


“e HE writers upon dramatic 

compofition have, for the 
moft part, confined their obfer- 
vations to the fable ; and the max- 
ims received amongft them, for the 
conduct of it, are theretore em- 


phatically called, the Rules of the 


Drama, Ir has been found cafy to 
give and to apply them; they are 
obvious, they are certain, they 
are general: and poets without 
genius have, by obferving them, 
pretended to fame ; while critics 
without difcernment have aflumed 

ia 
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ynportance from knowing them. 
But the regularity thereby eftablith- 
ed, though highly proper, is by 
no means the firit requifite in a 
dramatic compofition. Even wav- 
ing all contideration of thote finer 
feelings which a poet’s imagination 
or fenfibility imparts, there is, 
within the colder provinces of judg- 
ment and of knowledge, a fub- 
ject tor criticifm, more worthy of 
attention than the common topics 
of difeaflion : [ mean the diftinétion 
and prefervation of chara¢ter, 
without which the piece is at beit 
a tale, not an action; for the 
actors in it are not produced upon 
the fcene. They were diltinguith- 
ed by character; all men are ; by 
that we know them, by that we 
are intere,ied in their fortunes; by 
that their conduct, their fentiments, 
their very language is formed : 
and whenever, therefore, the pro- 
per marks of it are miffing, we im- 
mediately perceive that the perfon 
betore our eyes is but fuppofiutious. 
Experience has fhewn, that \how- 
ever rigidly, and however rightly, 
the unities of action, time, and 
place have been infifted on, they 
may be difpenfed with, and the 
magic of the fcene may make the 
abiurdity invifible. Mott of Shake. 
{peare’s plays abound with inftances 
of fuch a fafcination, It is certain, 
too, that it is not always neceflary 
ftrongly to affect, in order warmly 
to intereit, the fpectators: for 
many tragedies, which are not 
pathetic, are yet very engaging ; 
and many comedies are amufing, 
though almott deftitute of humour : 
and as to the beauties of poetry 
and of fancy, jin fome very fit fub- 
jects for a theatrical exhibition, they 
¢annot be properly admitted ; and 
very few abfolutely require them. 
But variety and truth of charaéter 
are indilpenfably nec¢flary to all, 


both to comedy and to tragedy ; 
and none of 2 Be deferve their 
name any farther than this merit 
belongs to thein. Incidents, images, 
pafions, language, and numbers, 
are common to dramatic and to 
other compofitions ; they might all 
be introduced into the relation of 
an affecting ftory; but characters 
ean never be perfectly exhibited, 
except in a p mee When they, 
therefore, are wanting, the want 
cannot be fupplied, nor can it be 
concealed ; the delufion fails, and 
the intereft ceafes ; the performers 
can only recite, they have nothing 
to act: for the performance is but 
a dialogue, not a reprefentation; 
and muft be received by the dif 
appointed fpectators, at the belt, 
With indifference. 

«¢ By the fecble attempts which 
every dramatic writer makes to 
characterize his perfonages, and 
by the rude fketches which fome 
critics have drawn of a few drama- 
tic charatters, the truth of thefe 
principles is acknowledged, but the 


extent of them is not illuftrated: 


for general marks of diftinétion 
do not denote the individual, bug 
only thew the clafs he belongs to, 
Men differ as much in their minds 
as in their faces; and to each man 
belong fome general marks of di- 
{tinction in both: his complexion 
is brown, or it is fair; his bec 
are hard or ioft; and there is am 
exprethon of vivacity of fenfibility 
or of vacancy, in the conttruction 
and motion of hiseyes. But faces, 
agreeing in many fuch circumftan< 
ces, are not therefore, upon the 
whole, like to each other: nor 
would a picture be the portrait of 
any individual, to whom, ,in all 
thefe, and in many more particu- 
lars, it were fimilar, unlefs the 
ainter had alfo caught thofe pecu- 
Fiarities of countegance, which di- 

ftinguidh 











ftinguifh that perfon from all others 
who have the fame cat of features, 
and the fame tint of complexion. 
In like manner do the minds of men 
differ from each other. There are 
in thefe alfo general marks of di- 
fiinctien ; quicknefs, or clearnefs, 
or want ot apprehenfion; a feve- 
rity er a mildnefs of temper; ten- 
dernefs or violence in the patiions. 
But no affemblage of thefe will 
torether form the character of any 
individual . for he has fome predo- 
minant principle ; there is a certain 
proportion in which his qualities 
are mixed; and each aflects the 
other. Thofe qualities check that 
principle, though at the fame time 
they are themfelves controuled by 
it: for nothing is abfolutely purge 
and fimple in his compolition ; and, 
therefore, if his peculiarities do not 
appear, no refemblance of him can 
be feen. 

“© The force of chara&er is fo 
ftrong, that the molt violent paf- 
fions do not prevail over it; on the 
contrary, it direéts them, and gives 
a particular turn to all their ope- 
rations. ‘The moft pathetic ex- 
preflions, therefore, of the paffions 
are not true, if they are not ac- 
commodated to the character of the 
perfon fuppofed to feel them ; and 
the effeét upon the fpectators will 
be weak, when fo much of the 
reality is wanting in the imitation. 
Such general expreflions of the 
paffions are, in poetry, like thofe 
which in painting arecalled Studies; 
and which, unlefs they are adapted 
to the features, circumftances, and 
difpofitions of the feveral per- 
fonages, to whofe figures they are 
applied, remain mere ftudies ftill, 
and do not connect with the por- 
trait or hiftory-picce into which 
they are introduced. 

* Yet the generality of dramatic 
Writers, and nrore efpecially of 
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thofe who have chofen tragedy for’ 
their fubjest, have contented them. 
felves with the dittant refemblance, 
which indi‘criminate exprefiions of 
paifion, and im erfe&, becaufe gee 
neral marks of charatter, can vive. 
E'evated ideas become the hero ; 
a proteffed contempt of all princi. 
ples denotes a villain; frequent 
guits of rage betray violence, and 
tender fentimeats fhew a mildnefs, 
of difpolition. But a villain differs 
not more from a faint, than he 
does in fome particulars from an- 
other as bad as himfelt: and the 
fame degrees of anger, excited by 
the {ame ‘occations, break forth in 
as many feveral fhapes, as there 
are various tempers. But thefe 
dittinguifhing peculiarities between 
man and man, have too often 
eflaped the obfervation of tragic 
writers, ‘The comic writers have, 
indeed, frequently caught them ; 
but then they are apt to fall into an 
excefs the other way, and over- 
charge their imitations: they do 
not fuffer a character to fhew itfelf, 
but are continually pointing it out 
to obfervation ; and by thus bidding 
the {pectator take notice of the 
likenefs, tell him a!l the while that 
it is but a reprefentation.- The 
former is commonly the defect of the 
French tragedies, which are there- 
fore intipid, even when they 
abound with poetry and paifion: 
and the latter is a fault common in 
the Englifh comedies, which makes 
them difgufting, though they are 
full of wit, good fenfe, and hu- 
mour. ‘The one falls fhort of 
character, the other runs_ into 
caricature ; that wants refemblance, 
and this is mere mimickry. 

‘6 Shakefpeare has generally 
avoided both extremes; and, how- 
ever faulty in fome refpects, is 
in this, the moft eial gest of 


the drama, confidered as. a repre- 
fen'ation, 
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fentation, excellent beyond compa- 
rifon. Ne other dramatic wrner 
could ever pretend to fo deep and fo 
extenfive a knowledge of the human 
heart; and he had a genius to 
exprefs all that his penetration 
could difcover. The characters, 
therefore, which he |-as drawn, 
are matterly copies from nature ; 
differing each from the other, and 
animated as the originals, though 
correct to a ferupulous precifion. 
The truth and force of the imitation 


recommend it as a fubject worth 

of criticifm ; and though it admits 
not of fuch general rules as the 
conduct of the fable, yet every 
feveral characterfurnifhing a variety 
of remarks, the mind, by attending 
to them, acquires a turn to fuch 
obfervations; than which rothin 

is more agreeable or more ufefu 

in forming the judgment, whether 
on real characters in life, or dra- 
matic reprefentations of them,” 





Diftinct CHARACTERS of MACBETH and RICHARD III. 


{From the fame Work.] 


4“ Mind fo framed and fo tor- 
tured as that of Macbeth, 
when the hour of extremity prefles 
upon him, can find no refuge but 
in defpair ; and the exprefhon of 
that defpair by Shakefpeare, is per- 
haps one of the fineit pictures that 
ever was exhibited. It is wildnefs, 
inconfiftency, and diforder, to fuch 
adegree, and fo apparent, that 
“ Some fay he’s mad; others who lefler 
hate him, 
Do call it valiant fury : but for certain, 


He cannot buckle his diftempered caule 
Within the belt ef ruic.” 


It is prefumption without hope, 
and confidence without courage: 
that confidence refts upon his fu- 
peritition; he buoys himfelf up 
with it againft all the dangers that 
threaten him, and yet finks upon 
every frefh alarm : 
“ Bring me no more reports; let them 
fiy all: 
Till Birnam wood remove to Dunfinane, 
I cannot taint with fear, What's the 
boy Malcolm ? 
Was he not born of woman? Spirits 
that know, 
All mortal confequences, haye pro- 
nounced it, 


Fear not, Macbeth! No man that's bora 


of ‘woman 


Shall eer have power thee.— 
*  falfe Thanes, ie ~ 


And mingle with the Englith Epicures! 

The mind I fway by, and the heart I 
bear, 

Shall never fagg with doubt, nor fhake 
with fear :” 


His faith in thefe affurances is im- 
plicit; he really is perfuaded that 
he may defy the forces of his ene- 
mies, and the treachery of his 
friends: but immediately after, on- 
ly on feeing a man who, not having 
the fame fupport, is frightened at 
the numbers approaching againft 
them, he catches his apprehenfion ; 
tells him 


— Thofe linen cheeks of thine 
are counfellors to fear ;— 


and then, though nothing had hap- 
pened to impeach the credit of thofe 
affurances on which he relied, he 
ives way to the depreffion of his 
pirits, and defponds in the midit 
of fecurity : 
Take thy face hence.—Seyton! I'm 
fick at heart, 
When 
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When I behold—Seyton! I fay, this 
u 
Will Sheet me ever, or difeafe me now. 
I rae Nests jong enough; my way of 
1c 

Is fali’n into the fear, the yellow leaf.” 
By thefe reflexions, by thofe which 
follow on his uncomfortable pro- 
fpect of old age, and by thofe which 
he afterwards makes on the vanity 
of life, when he hears that Lady 
Macbeth is no more, he appears to 
be preparing for his fate. But his 
feeming compofure is not refigna- 
tion ; it is paffion ftill ; it is one of 
the irregularities of defpair, which 
fometimes overwhelms him, at othe: 
times ftarts into rage, and is at all 
times intemperate and extravagant. 
The refolution with which he bore 
up againft the defertion of the 
Thanes, fails him, upon meeting 
the meflenger who comes to tell 
him the numbers of the enemy 
when he receives the confirmation 
of that news, his dejection turns 
into fury, and he declares, 


++ 1’ fight, till from my bones my ficth 
is hack’d’”’ : : 
He then impetuoufly gives his or- 
ders to 
Send out more borfes; fkirr the coun- 
try round ; 
Hang thofe that talk of fear.”"— 


He repeats them afterwards with 
impatience. Though the enemy is 
fiill at a diftance, he calls for his 
armour; notwithftanding Seyton’s 
remonttrance that /¢ is not needed yet, 
he perfiits in putting it on ; he calls 
for it eagerly afterwards; he bids 
the perfon who is ailiiling him, @i/- 

tch; then the moment it is on, 
he pulls it off again, and diredts 
his aitendavts to dring it after him, 
In the midft ot all this violence and 
hurry, the melancholy which preys 
upon him fhews itielt, by the fym- 
pathy he expreffes fo feelingly, 
when the difeafed mind of Lady 
Magbcth is mentioned; and yet 
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neither the troubles of his confci. 
ence, nor his concern for her, can 
divert his attention irom the diftrefs 
of his fituation. He tells her phy- 
fician that the Thares Aly from bim 3 
and betrays to hiss, whofe affiftance 
he could not want, and in whom 
he did not mean to place any parti. 
cular confidence, his appreheniions 
of the Englifh forces. After he 
has forbid thofe abou: him to bring 
him any more reports, he anxiouf- 
ly ay wares for news; he dreads e. 
very danger which he fuppofes he 
fcorns; at leaft he recurs to his fy. 
peritition, as to the only relief from 
his agony; and concludes the agis 
tated fcene, as he had begun it, 
with declaring that he 


«¢ —will not be afraid of death or bane, 
Till Birnam foreft come to Dunfivane.” 


At his next appearance he gives his 
orders, and confiders his fituation 
more calmly ; but {till there is no 
fpirit inhim. If he is fora fhort 
time fedate, it is becaufe 


** —he has furfeited with horrors ; 

Direnefs, familiar to his flaughterous 
thoughts, 

Cannot now fart bim.”— 


He appears compofed, only becaufe 
he is become almott indifferent to 
every thing: he is hardly affected 
by the death of the Queen, whom 
he tenderly loved: he checks him- 
felf for wifhing the had lived long- 
er; for he is weary himfelr of lite, 
which in his etlimation now 

“Is but a walking fhadow; a poor 

player, v 
That ftruts and frets his hour wpon the 
ftage, 
And then is heard no more : it isa tale 
Told by an ideot, fuli of found and 
fury, 

Signifying nothing.” — 
Yet though he grows more carelefs 
about his fate, he cannot reconcile 
himfelf toit; he fill flatrers him- 
felf that he thal} cicape, even _s 

e 
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he has found the equivocation of the 
fend. When Birnam wood appear- 
ed to come towards Dunfinane, he 
truts ro the other afflurance; and 
believes that he 


«* Bears a charmed life, which muft 
not yield 
To one of woman born.” — 


His confidence however, begins to 
fail him; he raves as foon as he 

reeives that he has reafon to 
doubt of the promifes which had 
been made to him, and fays, 


«If this which he avouches does ap- 
pear, 

There is no flying hence, nor tarrying 
here, 

I "gin to be a weary of the fun, 

And with the ftate o’ th’ werld were 
now undone. —— 

Ring the alarum bell :—Blow, wind! 
come, wrack! 

At leaft we'll die with harnefs on our 
back.” 


But fenfible, at laft, that he is dri- 


ven to extremity, and that 
“ They’ve tied him to a ftake ; he can- 


not fly, 
But, bear-like, he muft fight the eourfe,” 


he fummons all his fortitude; and, 
agreeably to the manlinefs of cha- 
racter to which he had always form- 
ed himfelt, behaves with more tem- 

er and f{pirit during the battle than 


e had before. He is fo well re- 
covered from the diforder he had 
been in, that the natural fenfibility 
of his difpofition finds even in the 
field an opportunity to work ; where 
he declines to fight with Macduff, 
not from fear, but from a confci- 
oufnefs of the wrongs he had done 
to him: he therefore -anfwers his 
proveling challenge, only by fay- 
ng 
“¢ Of all men elfe I have avoided thee : 
But get thee bagk; my foul is toe much 

charg’d 


With blood of thine already.” 


and then patiently endeavours to 
perfuade this injured adv to 
defift from fo unequal a ; 
for he is confident that it mutt be 
a to Macduff, and therefore tells 


————"* Thou lofeft labour ; 
As — mayeft thou the intrenchant 


With thy keen {word imprefs, as make 
me bleed : 


Let fall thy blade on vulnerable creftss 
I bear a charmed life.” —— 


But his reliance on this charm be- 
ing taken away by the explanation 
given by Macduff, and every hope 
now failing him, though he wifhes 
not to fight, yet his fenfe of ho. 
nour being touched by the threat, 
to be mace the foew and gare of the 
time, and all his paflions being now 
loft in defpair, his habits recur to 
vern him; he difdains the thought 
of difgrace, and dies as becomes a 
foldier. His latt words are 





——* I will not yicld, 
To kifs the ground before young Mal- 


colm’s feet, 
And to be baited by the rabble’s curfe. 
Tho’ Birnam weod be come to Dunfi- 


nane, 


And oppos'd being of no woman 
orn 
Yer will! I try the laf: before my body 
I throw my warlike fhield: lay on, 
Macduff! 
And damn’d be he that fir cries Hold, 


enough,” 


If this behaviour of Macbeth 
required, it would receive illuftra- 
tion, by comparing it with that of 
Richard in circumitances not very 
different. When he is to fight for 
his crown and for hiswlife, ‘he pre- 
pares for the crifis the mott 
perfect evennefs of temper; and 
rifes as the danger thickens, inte 
ardour, without once ftarting out 
into intemperance, or ever fim 
into dejection, .Though he is fo 
iar from being fupported, that he 

a3 
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is deprefied, as much as a brave 
fpirit can be depreffed, by fuperna- 
tural means, and inflead of having 
a fuperftitrious confidence, he 1s 
threatened by all the ghofts of all 
whom he has murthered, that they 
will fit Aeavy on his foul to-morrow, 
yet he foon fhakes off the impref- 
fion they had made, and is again 
as gallant as ever. Before their 
appearance he feels a prefentiment 
of his fate; he obferves that he 


ee * has not that alacrity of fpirit, 
Nor cheer of mind, that he was wont to 
have :"” 


and upon fignifying his intention of 
lying in Bofworth field that night, 
the reflexion of qwhere to-morrow ? 
occurs to him; but he pufhes it a- 
fide by anfwering, Wil, all’s.one 


for that: and he ftruggles againtt 


the lownefs of fpirits which he 
feels, but cannot account for, by 
calling for a bowl of wine, and 
applying to bufinefs. Inftead of 
giving way to it in himfelf, he at- 
tends to every fymptom of dejec- 
tion in others, and endeavours to 
difpel them. He afks, 


*¢ My lord of Surry, why look you fo 
fad?” 


He enquires, 


** Saw'ft thou the melancholy lord 
Northumberland ?”” 


and is fatisfied upon being told, that 
he and Surry were bulied in cheer- 
ing up the foldiers. He adverts to 
every circumftance which can dif- 
hearten or encourage his attend- 
ants or hig troops, and obferves 
upon them Gccordingly. When he 
perceives the gloominefs of the 
morning, and that the fun might 
probably not be feen that day, his 
ebfervation is, 


*- Not thine to day? why, what is that 
to me 


More than to Richmond ? for the felf. 
fame heaven, 


That frowns on me, looks fadly 
him.” "% Baas 


He takes notice of the fuperiority 
of his numbers, he points out the 
circumffance that, 


—< The king’s name is a tower of 
ftrength, 
Which they upon the adverfe faGion 


want.”’ 


He reprefents the enemy as a tr 
only of banditti; he urges the in- 
experience of Richmond; and he 
animates his foldiers with their 


* Ancient word of courage, fair St. 
George,” 


the effect of which he had before 
intimated to the Duke of Norfolk; 
when, having explained to him the 
difpofition he intended, he afks him, 


“ This, and St. George to boot! what 
think’f thou, Norfolk?” 


He deliberately, and after having 
furvey’d the vantage of the ground, 


‘forms that difpofition by himfelf; 


for which purpofe he calls for ink 
and paper, and being informed that 
it is ready, direéts his guard to 
watch, and his attendants to leave 
him; but, before he retires, he 
iffues the neceflary orders. They 
are not, like thofe of Macbeth, 
general and violent, but temperate 
and particular; delivered coolly, 
and diftinctly given to different per- 
fons. Tothe Duke of Norfolk he 
trufts the mounting of the guard 
during the night, and bids him be 
ready himfelf early in the morning, 
He directs Catefby to 

“ Send outa purfuivant at arms - 

To Stanley's regiment ; bid him bring 

his power 

Before fun-rifing.” 

He bids his menial fervants 
“ Saddle 
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« Saddle white Surry for the field to- 
morrow ; 

Look that my ftaves be found, and not 
too heavy.” 


And inftead of haftily putting on, 
and as haflily pulling off his ar. 
mour, he quietly afks, 

«“ What, is my beaver eaficr than it 


w as? 


And all my armour laid into my tent?” 


directing them to come about mid- 
night to help to arm him. He is 
attentive to every circumftance pre- 
paratory to the battle; and pre- 
ferves throughout a calmnefs and 
prefence of mind which denote his 
intrepidity. He does not lofe it 
upon being told, that the foe vaunts 
in the field; but recollecting the 
orders he had given over night, 
now calls for the execution of them, 
by direéting Lord Stanley to be fent 
for, and his own horfe to be capa- 
rifoned. He tells the Duke of 
Norfolk, who is next in command 
to himfelf, the difpofition he had 
formed ; and every thing being in 
readinefs, he then makes a fpeech 
to encourage his foldiers: but on 
hearing the enemy’s drum, he con- 
cludes with, 
« Fight, gent‘emen of England! fight, 
bold yeomen 
Draw, archers, draw your arrows to the 
head! 
Spur your proud horfes hard, and ride 
in blood ; 
Amaze the we-kin with your broken 
ftaves |” 
Buc even in this fally of ardour 
he is not hursied away by a blind 
impetuofity, but fill gives orders 
and ditliiguifhes the perfons to 
whom he addreffes them. From 
this moment he is all on fire; and 
poffefled entirely with the great 
objects around him, others ot letler 
note are below his attention. Swel- 
ling himfelf with courage, and 
infpiring his troops with confidence 


of victory, he rufbes on the enemy, 
lc is not a formed fenfe of honour, 
nor a cold fear of difgrace, which 
impels him to fight; but a natural 
high fpirit, and bravery exulting 
in danger: and being fenfible that 
the competition is only perfonal 
between him and Richmond, he 
directs all his efforts to the de- 
ftruction of his rival; endeavours 
himfelt to fingle him out, and 
Seeking bim in the throat of death, be 
Sets his own life og the caf. Five 
times foiled in his aim, unhorfed, 
and furrounded with foes, he flill 
perlitts o and the haxard of the die ; 
and having enaMed more wonders thax 
a man, lofes his life in an attempt 
fu worthy of himfelf. 

‘* Thus, from the beginning of 
their hiitory to their laft moments, 
are the characters of Macheth and 
Richard preferved entire and dif- 
tinct: and though probably Shake- 
ipeare, when he was drawing the 
one, had no attention to the other; 
yet, as he conceived them to be 
widely different, expretied his con- 
ceptions exatily, and copied both 
from nature, they neceffarily be- 
came contrafts to each other; and, 
by feeing them together, that 
contratt is more apparent, efpeci+ 
ally where the comparifon is not 
between oppofite qualities, but 
arifes from the different degrees, 
or from a particular difplay, or 
tot+l omiflion, of the fame quality, 
This lat mutt often happen, as the 
character of Macbeth is much more 
complicated than that of Richard ; 
and, therefore, when they, are fet 
in Oppefition, the judgment of the 
poet fhews itfelf as much in what 
he has lefe out of the latter, as in 
what he has inferted. . The pics 
ture of Macbeth is alfo, for the 
fame reafon, much the more highly 
finifhed of the two; for it required 
a greater yaricty, and a greater 

delicacy 
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delicacy of painting, to exprefs and 
to blend with confiftency all the fe- 
veral properties which are afcribed 
tohim. That of Richard is mark- 
ed by more carelefs ftrokes, but 
they arc, notwithitanding, perfectly 
jut. Much bad compofition may 
indeed be found in the part; it is 
a fault from which the beft of 
Shakefpeare’s plays are not exempt, 
and with which this play particular 
abounds ; and the tattle of the age 
in which he wrote, though it may 
afford fome excufe, yet cannot 
eniirely vindicate the exceptionable 


paflages. After every reafonable 
allowance, they muft fti!l remain 
blemifhes ever to be lamented ; but 
happily. for the mott part, they 
only obfcure, they do not disfivure 
his draughts from nature. Th rough 
whole fpeeches and feenes, chas 
racter is often wanting ; but in the 
wortt inftaaces of this kind, Shake. 
fpeare is but infipid; he is not 
inconfiftent, and in his peculiar 
excellence of drawing characters, 
though he often neglects to exert his 
talents, he is very rarely guilty of 
perverting them.” 





yr 


Of LOGIC, or the 


—_—_ 


ART of REASONING. 


{From Syivs, or the Woop; being a Collection of Anecdotes, 
Differtations, &c. ] 


oe OGIC, or (as it may trul 
be called) the art of dit 
puting fophiftically, makes a confi- 
derable part of our academical 
education: yet Gaffendus, who 
was a very great rea/oner, has at- 
tempted to prove, that it is, in 
truth, neither neceflary nor ufeful. 
He thinks, that reafon, or innate 
force and energy of underitanding, 
is fufficient of itfelf; that its own 
satural movements, without any 
difcipline from art, are equal to 
the inveftigation and fettling of 
truth ; that it no more wants the 
affiftance of Logic to conduct to 
this, than the eye wants a lanthorn 
to enable it to fee the fun: and, 
however he might admit as curious, 
he would doubrlefs have rejected 
as ufelefs, all fuch produ¢tions, as 
Quillet’s Callipedia, Thevenot on 
the Art of Swimming, or Borelli 
de Motu Animalium; wpon the 
firmett perfuafion that. the innate 
force and energy of nature, when 
2 


inftin& honeftly dors her beft, is 
fure to attain thofe feveral objects, 
without any didactic rules or pre- 
cepts. ; 

‘¢ If Logic therefore be not ne- 
ceflary, it is probably of no great 
ufe : and indeed it has been deem- 
ed not only an impertinent but a 

rnicious fcience. ** Logic,” fays 
ee Bacon, “is ufually taught 
too poo in life. That minds, 
raw and unfurnifhed with matter, 
fhould begin their cultivation from 
fuch a fcience, is juft like learning 
to weigh or meafure the wind, 
Hence, what in young men fhould 
be manly reafoning, often degene- 
rates into ridiculous affectations and 
childifh fophifiry.” Certainly, 
where materials are wanting, the 
difpute muft turn altogether upon 
words; and the whole will be 
conduéted with the fleight and le- 
gerdemain of fophittry. 


vs a appearances may tempt 
one to afpedt, that the under- 
fianding, 
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fanding, difciplined with Logic, 
i; not fo competent for the invetti- 
gation of truth, as if left to its 
natural operations. 

« A man of wit,” fays Bayle, 
« who applies himfelf long and 
clofely to. logic, feldom fails of 
becoming a caviller; and by his 
fophittical fubtleties perplexes and 
embroils the very thefes he hath 
defended. He chutes to deftroy 
his own works rather than forbear 
difputing ; and he {tarts {uch ob- 
iections againit his own opinions, 
that his whole art cannot folve 
them. Such is the fate of thofe 
who apply themfelves too much to 
the fubrleties of dialeétics.”” This 
is the opinion of Bayle, who pro- 
bably knew from feeling and ex- 
perience the truth of what he faid ; 
tor he was as very great logician, 
gs well as a very great fcepftic, 

« Our memorable Chillingworth 
is another inftance to prove, that 
logic, inftead of affilting, may 
pofibly obfiruct and hurt the un- 
derftanding. Chillingworth, fays 
Lord Clarendon, who knew him 
well, ** was a man of great fubtlety 
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of underftanding, and had {pent 
all his younger time in difpota- 
tion; of which he arrived to fo 
great a maftery, as not to be infe- 
rior to any man, in thofe  tkir- 
mifhes: but he had, with his not- 
able periection in this exereife, 
contracted fuch an irrefolution and 
habit of doubting, that by degrees 
he grew confident in nothing, and 
a fceptic at leatt in the greateit 
mytteries of faith. All his doubts 
grew out of himflf, when he 
alfifted his fcruples with the ftrength 
of his own reafon, and was then 
too hard for himfeif,” 

* To conclude—What was the 
meaning of that. firicture, upon 
Seneca, Verborum minutiis rerum 
Srangit pondera, which, accord ng 
to lord Bacon, may thus be ap- 
plied to the ichoolmen, Quefionum 
minutiis {cientiarum frauguut folidita- 
tem? Why, that by their ditigiof 
fudbtilitas, as he calls it, by their 
logical refinements and diftindtions, 
they had chopped truth fo down into 
mince-imeat, as to leave it not only 
without proportion or form, but 
almoft without fubflance,” 
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{From the fame Work. ] 


-_ 

* WN quotations, as in all other 

[ wines, men have run into 
xtremes. Some writers have quot. 
ed moft abundantly, in order (as 
thould feem) to make an offentation 
of lesrning ; with one of whom 
La Mothe le Vayer, though him- 
felf a great quoter, appears ta have 
been much tatigued: ** God grant 
you,”’ cries he, ** to become leis 
learned,”—Dieu vous faffe la grace 
de devenir moins fravant, Others 

1736. 


have fcarcely quoted at all, as 
Locke and H:adley, with fome of 
an inferior kind, who pérhaps have 
hence afiected to pa‘s for original 
writers, that needed no extraneous 
helps: and indeed, in books of 
mere reafoning, all quotation to 
many may feem impertinent. 

‘+ La Bruyere has «nimadverted 
upon the former extreme ; he com- 
plains of books being crowded fo 
with quotations, as to be hardly 

any 
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any thing elfe; of citing Ovid and 
Tibullus at the bar, Horace and 
Lucretius in the pulpit: where, 
fays, he, * Latin and fometimes 
Greek are the languages chofen to 
entertain the women and church- 
wardens with.” And doubtlefs, 
nothing can be more abiurd and 
ridiculous than this; by this an 
author’s fen‘e, if peradventure he 
had any, 19 almoft fuppreffed and 
fmothered under his learning ; 
and, as Ovid faid of a girl overloud- 
ed with drefs and ornament, he is 
fo garnifhed out with foreign ma- 
terials, as to be, in truth, the leat 
parc of himfelf. Mean while, as 
Bayle ohferves upon Bruyere, ‘it 
is to be feared, that the very oppo- 
fite cuftom of nor citing at all, 
imro which we are fallen, will make 
learning too much defpifed, as a 
piece ot furniture entirely ufelets.” 
And he has elfewhere mentioned, 
as one principal cau‘e of neglect 
im the ttudy of the Belles Lettres, 
that a great many wits, real or pre- 
tended, have, with an air of difdain, 
run down the cuitom of citing 
Greek authors, and-making learned 
remarks, as fo much pedantry, and 
fit only for a college. 

‘it is however certain, that 
many pleafing as well as ufetul 
purpofes may be ferved by quota- 
tions, judicioufly made and_ aptly 
applied. Ir is pleafing to know, 
while contemplating any fubject, 
what other writers, men of name 
and abilitics, have thought and 
faid upon it: and then the variety, 
which the frequent intreduction 
of new perfonages (as I may call 
them) creates, wil greatly cun- 
tribute to enliven attention, and 
thereby keep off wearinefs and dif- 
guft. With the Greek and Latin 
authors the claffical reader is al- 
ways entertained: ** Mr. Clarke’s 
book of coins is much above my 
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my pitch,” faid the learned Mark. 
land to his friends ; ** but J read 
it with pleafure as his, and decaug 
of the quotations from the ancients, 
which are numerous.” 

** But quotation is ufeful, as 
well as pleating, to confirm and 
illuftrate the fenttments of a writer; 
and efpecially in works like this of 
ours: Where the great object is, 
not fo much to teach men things of 
which they are ignorant, by def. 
canting in detail and at large, as to 
remind them of what they know ; 
not fo much to make men read, to 
borrow Monfefquicu’s expreffion, 
as to make them think. For this, the 
citing of auth@ritics, and dealing in 
perfonal anecdotes and apophthepms, 
feem perfectly well caculated : for, 
however it be, men frequently 
paufe and dwell upon names, who 
would haflily and inadvertently 
fkim over s)ings. Nay, let the 
reafoning be ever fo clofe and 
found, it fhall often pafs for littie 
more than declam:tion ; while the 
name of fome admired author, efpe- 
cially if he be dead, fall arreft the 
imagination, and make all the 
imprefion which is necefliry ‘to 
produce conviction. 

“¢ Again, the practice of quoting 
from other writers, and efpecially 
from the Greek and Roman authors 
of antiquity, is ufetul, in as much 
(as above hinted) it mutt give fome 
countenance and fanction even to 
le:ters themfelves: letters! neglect: 
ed, declining /etters ! and with thes 
declining all that is wife, and 
excellent, and beautiful, and po- 
lithed. How would an aftonifhed 
macaroni flare, to be affured, that 
the civilization of kingdows 18 
founded upon /efters; and that, in 
proportion as thete are cultivated, 
fo is nearly the progrefs of mankind 
from their mott rude and favage 
flate, up to that perfection of ele- 

game 
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gance and refinement, which beam- 
eth forth from his all-tinithed and 
refulgent perfon! I fpeak accord- 
ing to the gentleman’s own idea of 
himfelf. 

«“ Laftly, were the practice of 
quoting once received and ettablith- 
ed, this great advantage would 
farther accrue to letters, viz. That 
it would reduce the bulk of ferib- 
blers, with which they are difgraced. 
Nothing is more common in thefe 
days, than for men to begia to 
write, and affect to be authors, not 
only betore they underftand Greek 
and Latin, but before they have 
any real or accurate knowledge of 
Englith, it is enough-for them, 
if they can fpell with tolerable 
exactnefs ; for this accomplifhment 
joined with fuch materials as Maga- 
zines, Reviews and other public 
prints fupply, is ufually the ftock 
in trade with which authors now, 
as well as critics, fet up. In fhort, 
writing is become a mere manual 
operation; and books are made 
every day by men without genius, 
without letters, who are but barely 
fufficient to tranfcribe, at the moft 
tocompile. Upon which account 
x might well be wifled, that every 
one who prefumes to write, efpe- 
cially upon matters of religion and 
government (for in romance and 
moral painting it is not neceflary), 
fhould be obliged to fupport his 
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meaning, once at leatt with fome 
Greek, and once with fome Latin, 
citation; and fhould produce at 
the fame time a true and well au- 
thenticated teftimonial, that thefe 
citations were not furnifhed bv 
another, but Joma fide his own act 
and deed. A teft of this fort would 
give a mighty check to feribbiing ; 
and fave reams of paper, which 
are every moment going to perifh— 
periture parcere charta. 

*“ Upon the whole, therefore, 
let us not condemn, and affectedly 
avoid, the citation of authors ; 
falfely delicate, falfely faftidious. 
Let us recollect, that the grearett 
and moft refpectable writers have 
done this: that Cicero, Plutarch, 
Sevec1a, Bacon, Montaigne, and Mon- 
tefguien, \ett nothing unborrowed 
from others, which might ferve to 
embellifh their own writings; and 
tharthe things thus borrowed may, 
if tkilfully applied, have not only 
all the energy of their old fituation, 
bue all the graces of invention in 
their new one. And why fhould 
they not? there being no lefs w't in 
suftly applying the thought of another, 
than in being the firft author of that 
thought. At leatt, fo fays Mr. 
Bayle; whom I have quoted the 
more freely upon this topic, be- 
caufe he was a very great wit, as 
well as a very great {cholar.”’ 





Of the ECCENTRICITIES of IMAGINATION. 
[From, the fame Work.] 


Certain writer, apologizing 

for the irregularities of 
great genii, delivers himfelf thus: 
*“ The gifts of imagination bring 
the heaviett tafk upon the vigilance 
ef reafon; and to bear rhofe facul- 
ties with unerring rectitude or 


invariable propriety, requires a 
degree of firmnets and of cool atten- 
tion, which doth not always atrend 
the higher gifts of the mind. Yet, 
difficult as nature herfelf feems 
to have reduced the tatk of regd- 
larity to genius, it is the fupreme 

Bea eOrn- 
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confolation of dulnefs to feize upon 
thole exceffes, which are the over- 
flowings of faculties they never 
enjoyed.—Are not the gifis of 
imagination here miftaken tor the 
firength of paffions? Doubtleis, 
where flrong pailions accompany 
great parts, as perhaps they often 
do, there imagination may increafe 
their :orce and a¢tivity : but where 
paflions are calm and gentle, ima- 
gination of itfelf flould feem to 
have no conflict but fpeculatively 
with reafon. There indeed it 
wages an eternal war; and, if not 
controuled and ftrictly regulated, 
will carry the patient into. endlefs 
extravagancies. I ufe with pro- 
priety the term patient ; becaufe 
men, under the influence ct ima- 
gination, are moft truly dittemper- 
ed. The degree of this diftemper 
will be in proportion to the pre- 
valence of imagination over reaton, 
and, according to this proportion, 
ainount to more or lefs of the 
whimfical ; but when reafon fhall 
become as it were extin¢ét, and 
imagination govern alone, then the 
diilemper will be madnefs under 
the wildett and moft fantattic modes. 
‘Thus one of thefe invalids, per- 
haps, fliall be all forrow for hav- 
ing been moft unjuitly deprived 
ot the crown ; though his vocation, 
poor man! be that of a {chool- 
matter. Another is all joy, like 
Horace’s madman; and it may 
feem even crue‘ty to cure him. 
A third all fear; and dares not 
make water, leit he thould caufe a 
deluge. 

“« The operations and caprices 
of imagination are various and end- 
lefs; and, as they cannot be reduc- 
ed to regularity or tyftem, fo it is 
highly improbable that any certain 
method ot cure fhould ever be found 
out for them. It hath generally 
Leen thought, that matter of fact 


might moft fuccefsfully be oppofed 
to the delufions of imagination, as 
being proof to the fenfcs, and car. 
rying conviction unavuidably to the 
underftand ng: but I fufpeé, that 
the underilanding, or reafoning fa. 
culty, hath little to do in all thefe 
cafes : at leait ‘o it fhould feem from 
the two following, which are very 
remarkable, and well arrefted, 

‘¢ Fienus, in his curious I'ttle 
book De Viribus Imaginuationis, re- 
cords from Donatus the cafe of a 
man, who fancied his body increafed 
to fuch a fize, that he durft not at- 
tempt to pais through the door of 
his chamber, ‘The phyfician, be. 
lieving that nothing could more ef. 
fectually cure this error of imagi- 
nation than to fhew that the thing 
could actually be done, caufed the 
patient to be thruft forcibly through 
it: who, ftruck with horror, and 
falling fudJenly into agonies, com- 
plained of being crufhed to pieces, 
and expired foon after.—Reafon, 
certainly, was not conce:ned here. 

«« The other cafe, as related by 
Van Swicten, in his Commentaries 
upon Boerhaave, is that of a learn- 
ed man, who had ttudied tll he 
fancied his legs to be of glafs; in 
confequence of which he durft not 
attempt to ftir, but was conftantly 
under anxiery about them. His 
maid, bringing fome wood to the 
fire, threw it carclefsly down; and 
was feverely reprimanded by her 
matter, who was terrified not a lit- 
tle for his legs of glafs. The fur- 
ly wench, out of all patience with 
his megrims, as fhe called them, 
gave him a blow with a log upon 
the parts affected: which fo enrag- 
ed him, that he inflantly rofe up, 
and from that moment recovered 
the u'e of his legs.—Was reafon 
concerned any more here ? or, was 
it not rather one blind impulfe att- 
ing againft another ?” 
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[From an Essay on his Lire, Cuaracrer, and Wrtrincs.] 


‘“ R Tyers fays of Dr. Jobn- 
M fon, that he was fitted by 


nature for a critic.” That he had 
¢ eat powers of difcrimination, and 
often difplayed great critical abili- 
ties, mult be acknowledged: but 
it js at the fame time true, that his 
criticifins were very far from being 
always juft. It may, perhaps, be 
doubted, whether his various per- 
fonal and fyftematical prejudices 
did not, in a confiderabie degree, 
dijquslity tm, at leaft in many in- 
fiances, for properly difcharging 
the office of a judicious and impar- 
tial critic. His decitions feem to 
have been recived with too iimpli- 
cit a reverence by his friends and 
admires. Whatever the concep- 
tions of Johnfon were, he could 
exprefs them with acutenefs and 
with vigour; an? his criticifms 
were often rerdered important, not 
by the juitnets of the remarks 
Which they contained, but by the 
ftrength of the language in which 
they were delivered. In his Lives 
of the Poets, he has not done juf- 
tice to the productions of Ham- 
mond, Gay, or Akenfide; and his 
rude and arrogant criticifms on the 
fublime odes of Gray, can be per- 
ufed by a reader of true poetical 
tale only with difguft. Nor do 
Johnfon’s remarks on Milton’s Ly- 
cidas do any honour to his critical 
abilities. Few men of real tatte 
have been infenfible of its beauties ; 
and Dr. Jofeph Warton obferves, 
that as Addifon fays, that he 
who defires to know whether he 
has a true tafte for hiftory or not, 
fhould confider whether he is pleaf- 
ed with Livy’s manner of telling a 


flory ; fo, perhaps it may be faid, 
that he who withes to know whe- 
ther he has a true tafte for poetry 
or not, fhould contfider, whether 
he is highly delighted or not with 
the perufal of Milton’s Lycidas.” 
But Dr. Johnfon is of fo different” 
an opinion, that, after a variery of 
ill-grounded ftrictures on this piece, 
he fays, * Surely no man could 
have fancied that he read Lycidas 
with pleafure had he not known its 
author. 

‘“* He appears to have had a ve- 
ry unreafonable and ill-founded a- 
verfion to blank verfe, and a great 
diflike to paftoral poetry. He had, 
indeed, little tatte for rural feenes : 
and when he travelled through 
France with Mr. Thrale, would 
not even look out of the windows 
of the carriage, to view the face of 
the country ; and feemed to think 
the moft pleafing profpects unwor- 
thy of his artention. Such a man, 
therefore, could nor be expected to 
have a very high relifl: for thofe 
poetical compofitions, in which the 
beauties of nature are defcribed ; 
nor could it reafonably be expected 
that of fuch compofitions he would 
be a judicious and impartial critic. 

“ His life of Dr. Watts is 
written with great candour; and, 
perhaps, he might be the more in- 
clined to do juttice to that ingeni- 
ous divine, though a Diffenter, not 
only trom refpect for his piety, but 
alfo from fome grateful remem- 
brance of the affittance which he 
had received from his works, in the 
compilation of his Dictionary. He 
has many quotations from W's, 
and has incorporated igto his Dic- 
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tionary not a few of the difinitions 
which occur in the Logic of that 
writer. Mr. Courtenay, in the 
notes to his * Poetical Review of 
the literary and moral Character of 
Dr. Johnion,” has given eight lines 
from Watts’s poems as a tuflicient 
fpecimen to ensble the reader to 
judge of his poctical merit. But 
furely to felect a few of the wortt 
lines of an auchor, who wrote fo 
‘much as Dr. Watts did, is nota 
very candid method of eilimating 
his merit. If Mr. Courtenay, in- 
flead of the lines which he has fe- 
lefied, had given Dr. Watts’s Ode 
to Lady Sunderland, its elegance 
and beauty would have been ac- 
knowledged by every reader of 
tafte, 

“© The Life of Dr. Young, 
which is inferted among Dr. Jobn- 
fon’s biographical Pretaces, but of 
which he was avowedly nor the 
‘avthor, is not favourabiy written. 
There is in it much zeal for the 
honour of Dr. Young’s fon, who 
appears, indeed, to have been in- 
jurioufly treated ; but tuo little re- 
card for the honour of the father. 
Some bad great weaknefles ; but 
he had alfo confiderable virtues, and 
great literary merit. In the life, 
however, which is given of him 
jn this collection, his foibles are 
much more laborioufly diiplayed 
than his excellencies; and if the 
‘fon of Dr. Young be as dutiful as 
he is reprefented, which I am will- 
ling to believe, he cannot be much 
pleated at the account which is giv- 
en of his father in the Lives of the 
Poets. Young is, indeed, juilly 
cenfured for the many inftances 
of adulation which occur in his 
writings; and his anxiety for pre- 
ferment was unworthy of his cha- 
racter. But, in other refpects, he 
is treated with oo much ieverity ; 


and his great work, the Night 
Thoughts, turely deterved to be {po- 
ken of in better terms than thofe 
of ** the mournful, angry, gloomy 
Night Thoughts.” 1n juttice to the 
wrner of the life of Young, it 
thould, however, be obferved, that 
in other places he fliles the Night 
Thoughts * extraordinary poems,” 
and ‘* ornaments to our language ;* 
ard that in fome parts of this life 
the ftyle and manner of Johnfon are 
very happily imitated, 

*¢ The principal fault of Johnfon, 
as a biographical writer, feems to 
have been, too great a propentity 
to introduce injurious reflections a. 
gainft men of refpectale ¢haracer, 
and to ftate faéts unfavourable to 
their memory, on flight-and infaf. 
ficient grounds. Biographical write 
ers in general, are charged with the 
contrary fault, too great a partiali- 
ty in favour of the perfons whofe 
lives they undertake to relate. Im- 
partiality fhould ce.tainly be aims 
ed at; and the eruth fhould be giv- 
en, when it can be obtained. But 
truth, at leatt the whole truth, is 
often not attainable ; and, in douht- 
ful cafes, candour and equity feem 
to dictate that it is beft to erron 
the tavourable tide. No benetit cin 
be derived to the interetls cither of 
virtue, or of learning, by injur- 
ous reprefentations of men eminent 
for genius and literature,” 

‘+ Notwithftanding the errors, 
and inftances of partiality and 
mifrepref¥nration, which occation 
aliy occur in the Lives of the Poe 
ets, they contain fo many accuraie 
aod juft obfervations on human na- 
ture, fuch original and curious re- 
marks on various literary fubjetis, 
and abound with fo many beau:ies 
of ityle, that they cannot be per 
ufed by any reader of taite without 
@ great degree of pleafuse. Be- 
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fides their general merit as compo- 
fitions, they alfo contain many par- 
ticular paflages ot diiting uithed ex- 
cellence. ‘The character of Gilbert 
Walmiley, in the life of Edmund 
Smith, is finely drawn ; the account 
in the life of Addi‘on, of the rife 
and progrefs of the Tatler, Spec- 
tator, and Guardian, and of the 
effects produced by thofe admirable 
eflavs on the manners of the nation, 
js juft and curiows; and there are 
many excellent obiervations on the 
modes of ftudy, and on literary 
compofition. 

«“ His Review of Dr. Blackwell’s 
Memoirs of the court of Auguftus, 
which is printed in Davies’s collec- 
tion, is written with great afperity. 
Blackwell’s tiyle was indeed, in 
fome refpects, liable to jult excep- 
tions ; but it feems fufficiently evi- 
dent, that the high fentiments of 
liberty, which are difplayed in 
Blackwell’s book, was a principal 
cavfe of the extreme feverity with 
which Dr. Johnfon treated him. 
The Diifertation on the Epitaphs 
of Pope, contains many juft obferva- 
tions: but few compofitions of this 
k nd will fand the tet of fo rigor- 
ous a mode of criticifm, 

** He could not endure even a 
tole:able degree of moderation in a 
writer, when political characters 
or topics were the fubject of dif- 
cuffion. He fpoke of Mr. Granger 
in abufive terms ro Mr. Bofwell, as 
being a Whig ; though the fact was, 
that if Mr. Granger had any poli- 
tical prejudices, they were rather 
on the Tory tide. But Mr. Gran- 
ger was a very amiable man, and 
poffefied much candour and ingenu- 
ouinefs of difpottion. He was, 
there!ore inclined to do jultice to 
thole who differed trom him either 
in polirics or religion; and this 
moderation led him two {peak well 


of refpectable chara ‘ters of diffes 
rent fects and parties. It was this 
impartiality which gave offence to 
Dr. Johnfon. 

* The tiyle of Johnfon appear- 
ed fuired to his pecuhar character, 
and mode of thinking. It feems 
too learned tor common readers } 
and, on the firit publicasion of his 
Ramblers, many complaints were 
made of the frequent recurrence of 
hard words in thofeeflays. It was 
with a view to this accufation a- 
gaintt him, that he wrore that eflay 
in the Idler, which contains a de- 
fence of the ufe of hard words, and 
in which he remarks, that * every 
author does not write for every 
reader.”” He was not ambitious of 
illuerate readers, and was willing 
to refign them to thoic writers whole 
productions were better adapted to 
their capacities. ** Difference of 
thoughts,”’ fays he, * will produce 
difference of language. He that 
thinks with larger extent than an- 
other, will want words of larger 
meaning. He that thinks more 
fubtilty will {eek for terms of more 
nice difcrimination.”” It is certain, 
that paffages fometimes occur in his 
writings, which are not very intel- 
ligible to eng readers, Thus, 
in the preface to his Dictionary, he 
puts rhe following queition.” 

** When the radical idea branch- 
es out jnto parallel ramifications, 
how can a contecutive feries be 
formed of fenfes in their nature 
collateral ?” 

** He was occafionally fond of 
antithefis and alliteration ; and his 
periods are fometimes too artificial, 
and his phrafe too remote from the 
ordinary idiom of our language. 
But, norwithftanding the peculiari- 
ty of his ftyle, he has feldom made 
ufe of words not to be found in 
preceding writers, ** When com- 
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mon words,” fays he, ‘¢ were lefs 

leafing to the ear, or lefs dittinet 
in their fignification, I have fami- 
liarized the terms of philofophy by 
applying them to known objects and 
popular ideas ; but rarely admitted 
any word not authorized by for- 
mer writers.’” He confidered him- 
felf as having contributed to the 
improvement of the Englifh lan- 
guage. He fays in his laft Ram- 
bler, ‘1 have laboured to refine 
our language to grammatical puri- 
ty, and to clear it from colloquial 


barbarifms, licentious idioms, ana 
irregular combinations. Somethin 
perhaps, I have added to the ele. 
gance ot its conftruction, and fome- 
thing to the harmony of its ca. 
dence.” Whatever may be the 
faults of his flyle, it has certainly 
great flrength and great dignity, 
and his periods are often highiy 
os and, perhaps, it would 

diffeult to point out. any of his 
contemporaries, by whom the Eng. 
lifh language was written with e 
qual energy.” 


PHILOSO- 
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OBSERVATIONS on the SULPHUR WELLS at HARROGATE, 


made in July and Aucuit, 17 


[From the LXXVI. Volume of the 
1732, when Dr. Short firf 


— publifhed his treatife on Mi- 
neral Waters, there were only three 
fulphur wells at Harrovate ; there 
are now four. I made fome en- 
quiry ref{pec ‘ting the tine and occa- 
fon of making the fourth we'l, and 
received the tollowing account trom 
an old man, who was himielf prin- 
cipally concerned in the tranfac- 
tion. About torsy years ago, a 
perfon, who, by leafe from the 
earl of Pur lington, had acquired a 

right of fearching for minerals in 
the forett of Knaret borough, made 
a thew as if he had a real intention 
of digging Tor ceal, on the very 
fpot where the three fulphur wells 
were firuated. This attempt «larm- 
ed the apprehentions of the inn- 
keepers and others at Harrogate, 
who were inrercited in the preferva- 
tion of the wells: they gave him 
what legal oppofition th rey could, 
and all the illegal that they durtt. 
At length, for the fum of one hun- 
dred pounds, which they raifed a- 
mong themfelves s» the difpute was 
compromifed, and the detign, real 
or pretended, of digging tor coal 
was abandoned. Sulphur water, 
however, had rifen up where he 
had begun to dig. ‘i hey inclofed 
the place with a little ftone edifice, 
and putting down a bafon, made a 
fourth well. By a claufe ia the 
act of Parliament for inciofing Kna- 
sefborough foreit, pafled in 1770, 
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it is rendered unlawful for any per- 
fon whatever, to fink any pit, or 
dig any quarry or mine, whem 
the medicival fprings or waters at 
Harrogate may be damaged or pol- 
luted; fo that no attempts of the 
kind above mentiond need. be ap. 
prehenc fed in future. 

** This fourth well is that which 
is neare t to one of the barns of the 
Crown Inn, being about ten yards 
dittant trom it. In digging a few 


years fince, the foundation of that 
barn, they met with fulphur wa- 


ter in feveral placs. At a very 
little dittance trom the four wells 
there are two others of the fine 
kind; one in the yard of the Hallt- 
moon Inn, difcovered in digging 


_ tor common water in 1783, and an- 


other which breaks out on the fide 
of the rivulet below that Inn. On 
the banks of that rivulet I faw fe- 
veral other fulphureous fprings : 
they are eafily dittinguifhed by the 
backnefs ot the earth over which 
they tlow. 

‘© On the declivity of a hill, a- 
bout « quarter of a mile to the weit 
of the tulphur wells at Harrogate, 
there is a bog which has been torm- 
ed by the rotting of wood : the earth 
of the rotren wood is in fome places 
four fect in thicknefs, and there is 
a itratum confifling of clay and 
{mall loofe decaying fand-ttones, e- 
very where under it. ‘Lhe hill a- 
bove is of grit-ftone, In this bog 
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there are four more fulphur wells ; 
one at the top near the rails which 
feparate the bog from the cominon ; 
and three at the bottom, though 
one ot thefe, ftrictly fpeaking, is 
not in the bog, but at the fide of it, 
in the ftratum on which the bog is 
fituated, and at the dittance of a 
yard or two from a rivulet of freth 
water, which runs from thence to 
Low Harrogate, pailing clote to 
the fide, but above the level of the 
fulphur wells of that place. On 
the other fide of the hill, above the 
bog, and to the wett of it, there is 
another fulphur well on the tide of 
a brook ; and it has been thought 
that the wells both at Harrogate and 
the bog are fupplied from this well. 
$n a low ground, between High Har- 
rogate and Knarefborough, there is 
a fulphur well; another to the 
north of it in Bilton Park, at about 
the diftance of a mile; and another 
to the fouth of it, at a lefs diftance, 
was difcovered this year in digging 
for common water, by a perfon of 
the nme of Richardton ; and latft 
ly there is another at a place called 
Hooktione Crag; none of thefe lait 
mentioned wells are above two miles 
diitant from High Harrogate ; and 
by an accurate fearch a gieat many 
more might, probably, be difcovei- 
ed in the neighbourhood. 

#¢ I¢ is not unufual to dig within 
a few yards of any of thefe fulphur 
wells, ‘and to meet with water w hich 
is not fulphureous I ordered a 
well to be dug in the fore. mention- 
ed bog, fixteen yards to the fouth 
of the fulphur well which is near 
the rail, and to the fame depth 
with it; the water with which 
it was prefently filled was chaly- 
beate, but in no degree fulphure- 
ous. I had another well dug, at a- 
bout thirry yards diitance from the 
three fulphur wells which are firu- 
aied at the lower extremity of the 
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bog; this well, by the declivity of 
the ground, was ten or twelve fet 
below their level, but its water was 
not fulphureous. From the tirit 
well which I dug, it is evident, 
that every part of the bog dovs not 
yield fulphur water; and from the 
fecond, which was funk in the clay, 

it is clear that every part of the 
firatum on which the bog is placed 
does not yield it, th< ough one of the 
wells is fituated in it. 

“ The fulphur wells at Harro- 
gate are a+great many feet below 
the level of thofe in the bog; but 
they communicate with them, if we 
may rely on what Dr. Short has 
told us.—** That about the begin- 
ning of this century, when the 
concourfe of peop'e was very great 
to the fpaw at Harrogate, one Ro- 
bert Ward, an old man, made a ba- 
f.n inthe clay under the mofs of a 
bog where the ftrongett and britkett 
of thefe fulphur fprings rife, and 
gatherrd half an hogtfhead of wa- 
ter at a time for the ule of the poor ; 
but when he lade. this, he almoit 
dried the three {ulphur wells at the 
village, whence it is evident, that 
all have the fame origin and ccm. 
municate with one another.” By 
converfing with fome of the oldett 
and moft intelligent people at Har- 
rogate, | could not find that they 
entertsined any opinion of the wa- 
ter at the bog having a communica- 
tion with that at the fpaw. This 
circumftance might eatily be afcer- 
tained; and if the fact fhould be 
contrary to what Doétor Short fup- 
poled, the wells at the bog ought 
to be tovered from the weathervas 
thofe at the village are ; they would 
by this mean yi ield great si oan ot 
water for the baths, reich are 

wanted by invalids, and “which gre 
often very fcantily fuppled by the 
wells at Harrogate, norwithitanding 
the attcn:ion which is ufed in pre- 
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ferving the water which fprings at 
the four wells, by emptying them 
as often as they become tull, during 
both the day and nighttime. And 
jndeed, it is turprfing, that the 
well on the fide of the rivulet be- 
low the Half moon-Ian, which is 
fo well fituared for the purpofe, has 
never been inclofed for the furnith- 
ing fulphureous water for the baths. 
The ; refent mode of carrying the 
water in cass to the feveral houtes 
where the perfons lodge who want 
to bathe in it, is very troublefome, 
and the water thereby lofes of its 
virtue. Some of the wells about 
the village, that for inftance which 
has been difcovered at the Half- 
moon-Inn, the water of which, I 
believe, fprings from a different 
fource from that which fupplies the 
four fulphur wells, fhould be either 
enlarged to a greater horizontal 
breadth, or funk to a greater depth, 
in order to try, by one or both of 
thefe ways, whether the quant:ty 
and ftrength of the water might 
not be increafed; and if that it 
fhould, as it probably would be 
the cafe, one or more baths might 
be erected after the manner of thofe 
at Buxton and other places; or, by 
proper additional buildings, warm 
bathing in fulphureous water might 
be practifed as is done in common 
water in the bagnios in London. 
The faltnefs of the fulphureous 
water, if that fhould be theught ufe- 
ful, might eatily be made even great 
er than that of fea water, by adding 
a quarter of a pound of common 
falt toevery galion of the water, 
ufed in forming abath. The wa- 
ters at Harrogate, though they have 
long been very beneficial, have not 
yet been rendered fo ufeful 1o man- 
kind as an inte ligent and enter- 

rifiing perfon might make them. 
The alternate ftrata of ftone and 


fand, flone, and fhale, which com- 


(91) 


pofe the lower hills near the wells 
at Harrogate, dip very much, a3 ma 
be feen in a ftone quarry about tw 
hundred yards from the wells; and 
the fame circumflance may be ob- 
ferved in dry weatfier, in following 
the bottom of the brook from the 
village up to the bog; and hence, 
it there be a communication bé- 
tween the waters of the bog and 
of the village, as Dr. Short af- 
ferts, it is probable, that the fame 
ftratum of thaie which is {cen at the 
bottom of the wells at the village, 
breaks out again at the bog above 
the village, and that the water finds 
its way from the bog to the village 
through the crevices ef that ftra- 
tum, 

*¢ After having obferved as care- 
fully as I could, the number and 
fituation of the fulphur wells about 
Harrogate, | took notice of the 
temperature of the four at the vil- 
lage. In the month of June, 1780, 
when the thermometer in the thade 
was 72°, and the pump water at 
the Granby Inn, the well of which 
is fifty feet deep, was 48°, che 
ftrongeft of the fulphur wells, be- 
ing that of which invalids ufually 
drink, was 50°. .On the zgth of 
july, in this year, after the earth 

been parched with drought for 
many months, the heat of the 
ftrongeit well was 64°; the water 
of the Granby pump was on the 
fame day 48°, and the heat of the 
air in the fhade 76°, Doétor Wal- 
ker, who has larely written a trea- 
tife on Harrogate water, fays that 
the heat of this fpring was 48°, 
when that ef an adjoining rivulet 
was 63°. And I have little doube 
in believing, that if the expe:iment 
was made in cold weather, the tem- 
perature of the fame well would be 
found to be feveral degrees below 
48°. This variation of temperature 
in the fulphur water indicates its 
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fpringing from no great depth he- 
Jow the furface of the earth; or at 
leatt it indicates irs having run for 
a coniiderable diflance in a channel 
fo near to the furface of the earth, 
a; to participate of the changes of 
temperature, to which that is liable 
trom the action of the fun. But 
the heat of the fulphur warer is not 
only variable in the fame well, at 
ditlerent times, but it is not the 
fine in all the wells at the fame 
time. 
the firft, and reckon the rett in or- 
der, going to the richt, the third 
well, which is reckoned the next 
flrongeit, was 57° hot when the 
fir was only 54°. In fupport of 
the conjecture, that the fulphur wa- 
ter of the ftrongcit would 1n a cold 
feafon make the thermometer fnk 
below 48°, which is the conftant 
temperature of fprings fituated 

a great depth in the carth in this 
country, it may be obferved, that 
though the fitt snd the third well 
ae never frozen, vet the fecond 
aud. the fourth well are frozen in 
fevere weather. When the fecond 
and the fourth well are covered 
with ice, it is probable, that the 
firit and the third have a tempera- 
ture far below 48 ; but that the 
fea falt, which is more abundant 
mm them than in the other two wells, 
and which of all falts refifts moit 
powerfully the congelation ef the 
water in which it is diflolved, pre- 
ferves them from being frozen in 
the coldeft feafons incident to our 
climate. 

‘© As the temperature of thefe 
four wells is not the fame in all of 
them at the fame time, nor invart- 
able in any of them, fo neither 
does there ne to be any uniformi- 
ty or conftancy in them, with re- 
i €& to the quantity of falt which 

they contain, The falt with which 
they are all impregnated is of the 
fame kind in all, and it is almoft 


lf we call the ftrongeft well— 
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wholly common falt; ond thouch 
the quantity contained in a definive 
portion of any one of the wells is 
not, I think, precifily the fame at 
all feafons of the year, yet the li- 
mits within which it varies are not, 

I apprche nd, very great. A me- 
thod is mentioned in the LXth vo- 
lume of the Philofophical Tranfae- 
tions of eftimating the quantity of 
common falt diflolyed in w ater, by 
taking the fpecific gravity of the 
water: this method is not to be 
relied on, when any confiderable 
portion of any other kind of falt is 
diffolved along with the fea falr; 
but it is accura’e enough to give a 
good notion of the quantity con- 
tained in the ditterent wel!s at Har- 
rogate. On the 13th of Augui, 
after feveral days of rainy weavher, 
I took the fpecific grav ties of the 
four fulphur wells at the village, 
the drinking well being the firit.— 
Kain water 1.000; firtt well 1.009; 
fecond well 1.002; third weil 1.007; 
fourth well 1.002. By comparing 
thefe fpecific gravities with the ta- 
ble which is given in the LXth vor 
lume of Tranfactions, it may be 
gathered that the water of the firit 
well contained", of its weight 
of common falr; that of the fe- 
cond and fourth aye; and that of 
the third ¥,. After four days more 
heavy rain I tried the ftrongeft well 
again, and found its fpecific gravi- 
ty to be 1.008. It is worthy of ob- 
ferv ation, that the water, as it 
{prings into the firft and third well, 
is quite tranfparent, but ufually of 
a pearl colour in the fecond and 
fourth, fimil«r in appearance to the 
water of the firft or third well af- 
ter it has been expofed a few hours 
to the air; hence it is probable, 
that the external air has accefs to 
the water of the fecond and fourth 
well before it fprings up into the 
bafon.— A great many authors have 


publifhed accounts of the _—s 
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of common falt contained in a gal- 
lon of the water of the tirongett 
well; they differ fomewhat from 
ach other, fome making it more, 
others lefs than twa ounces ‘Thefe 
divertities proceed either from the 
dife-ent care and fkill ufed in con- 
ducting the experiment; or froma 
real difference in the quontity of 
falt with which the water is impreg- 
nated at different feafons of the 
year. The medium quantity of 
falt contained in a gallon falls thort 
of, I think, rather than exceeds 
two ounces. The fea water at 
Scarborough contains about twice 
as much fale as is found in the 
ftrongeit fulphur well at Harrogate. 
The tulphur wells at the bog are 
commonly faid to be fulphureous, 
but not falines This, however, is 
amittake; they contain fale, and 
fale of the fame hind as the wells at 
the village. I could not diitinguith 
the kind of falt by the method in 
which I had eftimated the quantity 
contained in the fulphur wells ; I 
theretore evaporated a gallon of the 
water of the well in the bog which 
is near the rails, and obtained a full 
ounce of common falt, of a brown- 
ifh colour: the colour would have 
gone off by calcination. In what 
degree the medicinal powers of 
Harrogate water depends on its ful- 

hureous, and in what degree on 
its faline impregnation, are quef- 
tions which i meddle not with: I 
would only jutt obferve on this 
he.d, that any ftrong fulphureous 
water, fuch as that of Keddleftone 
in Derbythire, or of Shep in Wett- 
morcland, which naturally con- 
tains little or no fea falt, may be 
rendered fimilar to Harrogate wa- 
ter, by diffolving in it a proper 
proportion of common falt. The 
tour fulphur wells at Harrogate are 
very near to each other; they might 


all be included within the circurn- 
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ference of a circle of {even or eight 
yards in diameter; yet from what 
has been faid it is evident that they 
have not all either the fame temper- 
ature, or the fame quantity ot fa- 
line impregnation. ‘This diverfity 
of quality, in wells which havea 
proximity of fituation, is no wn 
commen phenomenon ; and though 
at the firit view it fecms to be fur- 
prifing, yet it ceafes to be fo on 
reflexion; for the waters which 
feed wells fo circumitanced, moy 
flow through ftrata of different 
qualities, tituated at different depths, 
though in the fame direction; or 
through flrata placed both at diffe- 
rent depths, and in different directi- 
ons; and that thisis the cafe at Har- 
rogate is probable enough, there 
being hills on every fide of the hol- 
low in which the village is placed, 
* With refpect to the fulphures 
ous impregnation of thefe waters, 
I made the tollowing obfervations. 
‘+ The infide of the bafon, into 
which the water of the ftronvett 
well rifes, is covered with a whitifh 
pellicle, which may be eafily ferap- 
ed off from the grit-ftone ot which 
the bafon is made. 1 obferved, in 
the year 1780, that this pellicle on 
a hot iron burned with the flame 
and fmell of fulphur. I this year 
repeated the experiment with the 
fame fucceis; the fubflance fhould 
be gently dried before it is put on 
the iron. I would farther obferve, 
that the fulphur is but a fimall pare 
of the fubftance which is feraped 
off. ‘That I might be certain of the 
emp ewed of obtaining true palpa- 
le fulphur from what is fcraped 
off from the bafon, and at the fame 
time give fome yuefs at the quanti- 
ty of fulphur contained in it, I 
took three or four ounces ¢f it, and 
having wafhed it well, and dried it 
thoroughly by a gentle beat, I put 
two ounces into a clean glafs retort, 
ond 
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and fublimed from it about two or 
three grains of yellow fulphur. 
This fulphur, which fuck to the 
neck of the retort, when opened, 
had an oily appearance; and the 
retort, when opened, had not only 
the fmell of the volatile fulphure- 
ous acid, which ufually accompa- 
nies the fublimation of fulphur, 
but it had alfo the tirong eitipyreu- 
matic fmell which peculiarly ap- 
pertains to burnt oils; and it re- 
tained the fmeil for feveral days. 
It has been remarked before, that 
the falt feparable trouy the fulphur 
water was of a brownilh colour ; 
and others, who have analyfed this 
water, have met with a brown fub- 
fiance, which they knew not what 
to make of; both which appear- 
ances may be attributed to the ou, 
the exiflence of which was render- 
ed fo maniieit by the fublimation 
here mentioned. I will not trouble 
the Society with any conjectures 
concerning the origin of this oil, 
or the medium of its combination 
with water; the difcovery of it 
gave me fome pleafure, as it feem- 
ed to add a degree of probability 
to what I had {aid concerning the 
nature of the air with which, in 
ont of my Chemical Etlays, I had 
fuppofed Harrogate water to be im- 
pregnated, I wil) again take the 
liberty of repeating the query which 
I there propoted. Does this air, 
and the inflammable air feparable 
from fome metallic fubttances, con- 
fit of oleaginonus particles in an e- 
laftic ftate sr”? When I ventured to 
conjecture, in the effay alluded to, 
that fulphureous waters received 
their impregnation from air of a 
particular kind, I] did not know that 
profeflor Bergman had advanced 
the fame opinion, and denominated 
that fpecies of air, Hepatic-air. I 
have fince then feen his works, and 
very readily give up to him not 
2 
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only the priority of the difcovery, 
but the merit of profecuting it, 
And though what he has faid con- 
cerning the manner of precipitating 
fulphur from thefe waters can leare 
no doubt in the mind of any che- 
mill concerning the actual exiftence 
of fulphur in them ; yet I will pro- 
ceed to mention fome other obvie 
ous experiments on the Harrogate 
water, in fupport of the fame doe. 
trine. 

‘¢ Knowing that, in the baths of 
Aix-la-Chapelle, fulphur is found 
flicking to the tides and top of the 
channel in which the fuiphureous 
water is conveyed, I examined with 
great attention the fides of the 
little flone building which is raifed 
over the bafon of the flrongeft well, 
and faw them.in fome places of a 
yellowith colour: this 1 thought 
proceeded from a {pecies of yellow 
mofs, commonly found on grit» 
tione: I collected, however, what 
I could of it by brufhing the fides 
of the building, at the diftance 
of three or tour feet from the was 
ter in the bafon : on putting what 
I had brufhed off on a hot won, I 
found that it confifted principally 
of particles of grit-ftore, evidently 
however mixed with particles of 
fulphur. 

** Much of the fulphureous wa- 
ter is ufed for baths at Harrogate ; 
and for that purpofe all the four 
wells are frequently emptied into 
large tubs containing many gallons 
apiece ; thefe confantly ftand at 
the wells ; and the cafks, in which 
the water is carried to the feveral 
houfes, are filed from them. On 
examining the infides of thefe tubs, 
1 found them covered, as if paint- 
ed, with a whitifh pellicle. I 
fcraped off a part of this pellicle: 
it was no longer foluble in water ; 
but, being put on a hot iron, it 


appeared w confit almoft a 
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of fulphur. Some of thefe tubs 
have been in ufe many years, and 
the adhering cruft is thick in pro- 
portion to the time they have been 
applied to the purpoic; but the 
fulphur pellicle was fufficiently 
obiervable on one which was-new 
in the beginning of this feafon. 
The water when it is firt put into 
thefe tubs is tranfparent ; when it 
has been expofed to the air for a 
few hours, it becomes milky ; and, 
where the quantity is large, a 
white cloud may be feen tlowly 
precipitating itfelf to the bottom : 
this white precipitate coniiits partly, 
I am nor certain that it confits 
wholly, of fulphur; and the ful- 
phur is as really contained in the 
waters denominated fulphureous, 
as iron is contained in certain forts 
of chalybeate waters; in the one 
cafe the iron is rendered foluble 
in water by its being united to fixed 
air, or fome other volatile princi- 
ple; and in the other fulphur is 
rendered foluble in water by its 
being united to fixed air, or fome 
other volatile principle: neither 
iron nor fulphur are of themfelves 
foluble in water, but each of them, 
being reduced inte the form of a 
falt by an union with fome other 
fubftances, becomes foluble in wa- 
ter, and remains diffolved in it, till 
that other fubitance either efcapes 
into the air, or becomes combined 
with fome other body. 

* About forty vears ago, they 
took up the bafon ot the third well, 
and a credible perfon, who was 
himfelf prefent at the operation 
informed me, that in all the cre- 
vices of the flone on which the 
bafon refted, there were layers of 
pure yellow fulphur. This L can 
well believe, for | ordered a piece of 
fhale to be broken off trom he bottom 
of the fourth well; it was fplit, 
as thale generally is into feveral 
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thin pieces, and was covered with 
awhitith croft. But laid on a hot 
iron, in a dark room, it crackled 
very much, and exhibited a blue 
flame and fulphureous {mell. 

*« If the water happens to ftand 
a few days in any of the weils, 
without being ditturbed, there is 
found at the bottom a black fe- 
diment ; this black fediment alfo 
marks the courfe of the water which 
flows from the well, and it may be 
eiteemed characteriftic of a fulphur 
water. The furtace of the water 
alfo, when it is not ftirred for fome 
time, is covered with a whitith 
feum. Dr. Short had long a 
obierved, that both the black fe- 
diment, and the white feum, gave 
clear indications on a hot iron, of 
their containing fulphur: | know 
not whence it has come that his 
accuracy has been queftioned in this 
point; certain | am, that on the 
repetition of his experiments I 
found them true. The white feum 
alfo, which is found flicking on 
the grafs over which the water 
flows, being gently dried, burns 
with the flame and fmell of fulphur. 
From what has been faid it is clear, 
that fulphur is found at Harrogate, 
{ticking to the bafon into Which the 
water {prings; fublimed upon the 
ftones which compofe the edifice 
furrounding the well; adhering to 
the fides of the tubs in which the 
water ftands; fubfiding to the 
bottom of the channel in which the 
water runs; and covering the fur- 
face of the earth, and of the blades 
of grafs, over which it flows. Ie 
is unneceflary to add another word 
on this fubjeét; it remains that 
I ritk a conjecture or two, on the 
primary caufe of the fulphureous 
impregnation obfervable in thefe 
waters. 

“ In the Chemiéal Effay before 
referred to, IL have fhewn, that the 

the 
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air feparable from the lead ore of 
Derbythirc, or from Black-Jack, by 
folution in the acid of vitriol, im- 
pregnates common water with the 
fulphureous fmell of Harrogate 
watcr; and I have alfo flewn that 
the bladder fucus or fea-wrack, by 
being calcined to a certain point, 
and put into water, not only gives 
the water a brackith tafte,, but 
communicates toit, without injuring 
its tranfparency, the fmell, taite, 
and other properties of Harrogate 
water, Profetlor Bergman impreg- 
nated water with a fulphurcous 
tafle and fimell, by means of air 
feparated by the vitriolic acid from 
hepar fulphuris, made by tufion 
of equal weights of fulphur and 
pot-afhes, and from a mafs made of 
three parts of iron filings melred 
with two of fulphur ; and he found 
alfo, that Black-fack and native 
Siberian iron yielded hepatic air, 
by folution in acids. This, I be- 
lieve, is the main of what is known 
by chemiits on this fubject ; what I 
have to fuecel', relative to the Har- 
rogate waters in particular, may 
perhaps be ot ufe to future en- 
quirers. 

* I have been told, that on 
breaking into an old coal-work, in 
which a confiderable quantity of 
wood had been leit rotting for a 
long time, there iflued out a great 
quantity of water fimelling like 
Harrogate water, and leaving, as 
that water does, a white fcum on 
the earth over which it pafled. 
Qn opening a well of common wa- 
ter, in which there was found a log 
of rotten wooed, an obfervant phy- 
fician affured me, that he. had 
perceived a tirong and diitinét fimell 
of Harrogate water. Dr. Darwin, 
in his ingenious account of an 
Artificial Spring of Water, publifhed 
in the firit part of the LXXVth. 
V clume, of the Philofophical Tranf- 
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actions, mentions his having per. 
ceived a flight fu Iphureous fmell 
and tafte in the water of a well 
which had been funk in a black, 
loofe, moiit earth, which appeared 
to have been very larely a morafs, 
but which is now covered with 
houfes built upon piles. In. the 
bog or morats above mentioned 
there is great plenty of fulphure- 
ous water which feems to {pring 
from the earth of the rotten wood 
of which that bog contifts. Thefe 
ficts are not fufficient to make us 
certain, that rotten wood is efli- 
cacious ® impregnating water with 
a fulphureous {mell; becaufe there 
are many bogs in every part of the 
world, in which no tulphureous 
watcr-has ever been dilcovered. 
Ner, on the other hand, are they 
to be rejected as of no ufe in the 
inquiry ; becaufe wood, at a par- 
ticular period of its putrefa4tion, 
or when fituated at a particular 
depth, or whea incumbent on a foil 
of a particular kind, may give an 
impregnation to water, which the 
fame wood, under different ‘cir- 
cumilances, would not give. 

“ The bilge water, ufually 
found at the bortom of fhips which 
are foul, is faid to fmell like Har- 
rogate water: I at firft fuppoied, 
that it had acquired this fmell in 
confequence of becoming putrid in 
contact with the timber on which it 
refted, and this circumftance I con- 
fidered as a notable fupport to the 
conjecture I had formed of rot- 
ten wood, being under certain cir- 
cumftances, inftrumental in ge¢- 
nerating the {mell of Harrogate wa- 
ter, But this notion is not well 
founded ; for the bilge water is, I 
fuppofe, falt water; and Dr. Short 
fays that fea water, which had been 
kept in a ftone boule fix weeks 
*¢ ttunk not much fhort of Harro- 
gate fulphur water.”’ It has been 

remarked 
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remarked above, that calcined fea 
wrack, which contains a great deal 
of fea falr, exhales an odour fimi- 
lar in all refpects to that of Har- 
rogate water; and in confirmation 
of the truth of this remark, I find 
that an author, quoted by Dr, 
Short, fays, that ‘* Bay fale thrice 
calcined, diffolved in water, gives 
exactly the odour of the fulphur 
well at Harrogate.” From. thefe 
experiments coniidered together, fe 
may, perhaps, be inferred, that 
common falt communicates a ful- 
phureous fimell to water both by 
putretaction and calcination. Hence 
fome may think, that there is fome 
probability in the fuppofition, chat 
either a calcined ftratum of com- 
mon falt, or a putrefcent fale {pring 
may contribute to the production 
of the fulphureous finell of Harro- 
gate water; efpecially as thefe wa- 
ters are largely impregnated with 
common falt. However, as neither 
the falt in fea-woter, nor that of 
calcined fea-wrack, nor calcined 
bay falg, are any of them abfolute- 
ly free trom the admixtire of bo- 
dies containing the vitriolic acid, a 
doubt itill remains, whether the 
fulphureous exhalation, here fpeken 
of, can be generated from fubidanc- 
es in which the vitriolic acid does 
not exift. 

* The thale from which alum is 
made, when it is firft dug out of 
the earth, gives no impregnation to 
water; but by ex pofure to air and 
moitiure its principles are loofened, 
it fhivers into pieces, and finally 
mou'ders into a kind of clay, which 
has an aluminous tafte. Alum is 
an ¢arthy falt, refulting from an u- 
nion of the ac'd of fulphur with 
pure clay; and hence we are fure, 
that fhale, when decompofed by the 

ir, contains the acid of fulphur; 
and from its oily black appearance, 
and efpecially from its being in- 
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flammable, we are equally certain 
that it contains plogilton, the other 
conftitwent part of fulphur. And 
indeed, pyritous fubflances, or come 
binations of fulphur and iron, en- 
ter into the compolition of many, 
probably of ail forts of fhale, though 
the particles of the pyrites may not 

large enough to be “en in fome of 
them; and if this be admitted, then 
we need be at no lols to account 
for the bits of fulphur, which are 
fublimed to the top of the heaps of 
fhale, whefi they calcine large quane 
tities of it for the purpofe of mak- 
ing alum: nor need we have an 

difficulty in admitting, that a phlo- 
giltic vapour mutt be difcharged 
trom fhale, when it is decompofed 
by the air. Dr. Short fays, that 
he burned a piece of aluminous 
fhale for half an hour in an open 
fire; he then powdered and infufed 
it in common water, and the water 
fent forth a mott intolerable fulphu- 
reous {mell, the very fame with Har- 
rogate water. He burned feveral o- 
ther peces of fhale, but none of 
theni itunk fo ftrong as the firft, 
This difference may be attributed 
either to the different qualitics of 
the different pieces of fhale which 
he tried, or to the calcination of 
the firit being pufhed to a certain 
definite degree; for the combina- 
tion of the principles on which the 
fmell depends may be produced by 
one degree of heat, and deitroyed 
by another. I have mentioned, 
briefly, thefe properties of fhale, 
becaufe there is a itratum of thale 
extended over all the country in 
the neighbewrhood of Harrogate ; 
feveral beds of it may be feen in 
the ttone quarry above the fulphur 
wells; many of the brooks about 
Harrogate run upon fhale, and the 


fWphur wells fpring out of it. They 
have bored to the depth of rwenty 
yards into this fhale, in different 
places, 
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pom in fearch of coal, but have 
ave never penetrated through 
it. Its hardnefs is not the fame at 
all depths. Some of it will ftrike 
fire, as a pyrites docs with fteel ; and 
other beds of it are fott, and in a 
ftate of decompofition, and the ful- 
phur water is thought to rife out of 
that fhale whieh is in the foftett 
ftate. But whatever impregnation 
fhale when calcined, or otherwife 
decompofed to a particular degree, 
may give to the water which pafles 
over it, it mult not be concluded, 
that fhale in general gives water a 
fulphurcous impregnation ; fince 
there arc many {prings, in various 
parts of England, arifing out of 
fhale, in which no fuch impregna- 
tion is obferved. 

“* I forgot to mention in its pro- 

r place, that having vilited the 
an fo often fpoken of, after a 
long feries of very dry weather, I 
found its furtace, where there was 
no grafs, quite candied over with 
a yellowifh crutt, of tolerable con- 
fihency, which had a ftrong alu- 
minoustatte, and thefmell of honey. 


Bergman fpeaks of a turf found 
at Helfingberg, in Scania, confifti 
of the roots of vegetables, whick 
was often covered with a pyritous 
cuticle, which, when clixated, yield. 
ed alum; and { make no doubt, 
that the Harrogate morafs is-of the 
fame kind. 

«* Whether nature ufes any of the 
methods which I have mentioned 
of producing the air by which ful- 
phureous waters are impregnated, 
may be much quettioned ; it is of 
ufe, however, to record the experi- 
ments by which her produétions 
may be imitated; for though the 
line of human underttanding will 
never fathom the depths of divine 
wifdom, difplayed in the formation 
of this little globe which we inha- 
bit ; yet the impulfe of attempting 
an inveftigation of the works of 
God is irrefiftible ; and every phy- 
fical truth which we difcover, every 
little approach which we make to- 
wards a comprehenfion of the mode 
of his operation, gives to a mind 
of any piety the moft pure apd fubs 


lime fatistaction.”” 
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a Voyage to the Ifland of Ponza. 


In a Letter from Sir WitLiaM 


Hamitton, K. B. F.R.S. to Sir Josern Banxs, Bart. P.R.S. 


[ From the fame Publication. ] 


& HE eruption of Mount 

Vefuvius, which began in 
the menth of November, 1784, 
nearly at the moment of my return 
from Enghand to this capital, and 
which continued in fome degree 
till about the 2: thof lait month bas 
afforded much amufement to tra- 
vellers unacquainted with this wen- 


, 


derful operation of nature, but 
no new circumitance that could 
juttity my troubling you with a 
letter on the fubject. The lava 
either overilowed the rim of the 
crater, or iflued trom fmall fiffures 
on its borders, on that fide which 
taces the mountain of Somma, aad 
ran more or lefs in one, and at 

times 
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times in three or four channels, 
regularly formed, down the flanks 
of the conical part of the tolcano ; 
fometimes defcending and fpreading 
itfelf in the valley between the 
two mountains; and once, when 
the eruption was in its greateft 
force, in the month of November 
lait, the lava defcended ftill lower, 
and did fome damage to the vine- 
yards, and cultivated parts at the 
foot of Vefuvius, towards the vil- 
lace of St. Sebaftiano ; but gene- 
rally che lava, not being abundant, 
{topped and cooled before it was 
able to reach the valley. By the 
accumulation of thefe lavas on 
the flanks of Vefuvius, its form has 
been greatly altered; and by the 
frequent explofion of fcorie and 
afhes, a confiderable mountain has 
been formed within the crater, which 
now rifing much above its rim 
has likewife given that part of the 
mountain a new appearance. Juft 
before I left Naples, in May 1783, 
I was at the top of Vefuvius. The 
crater ‘was certainly then more 
than 250 feet deep, and was im- 
practicable, its fides being nearly 
perpendicular, This eruption, how- 
ever, has been as fatisfactory as 
could be defired by the inhabitants 
of this city, a prodigious quantity 
of lava having been difgorged ; 
which matter, confined within the 
bowels of the earth, would pro- 
bably have occafioned tremors ; and 
even flight ones might prove fatal 
to Naples, whofe houfes are, in 
general, very high, ill built, and a 
great number in almoft every ftreet 
already fupported by props, hav- 
ing either fuffered by former earth- 
— or from the loofe volcanic 
oil’s having been wafhed from un- 
der their foundations by the tor- 
rents of rain water from the high 
grounds which furround Naples, 
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and on which a great part of the 
town itfelf is built. 

‘¢ From the time of the laf 
formidable eruption of Mount Ve- 
fuvius, in Augatt 1779 (defcribed 
in one of my former communica- 
tions to the Royal Society) to this 
day, | have, with the a'fiftance 
of the Farther Anvonio Piaggi, kept 
an exact diary of the operations of 
Vefuvius, with drawings, thewing, 
by the quantity of fmoke, the de- 
grees of fermentation of the vol- 
cano; alfo the courfe of the lavas 
during this lait eruption, and the 
changes that have been mado in 
the form of the mountain irfelf by 
the lavas and fcorie that have been 
ejected. This journal is becoming 
very curious and interefting ; it is 
remarkably fo wirh refpect to the 
pointing out a variety of fingular 
effects that different currents of air 
have upon the fimoke that iffucs 
from the crater of Vefuvius. ele- 
vated more than 3600 fect »bove 
the level of the fea; bur, except 
the finoke increafing contiderably 
and conftantly when the fea is 
agitated, and the wind blows from 
that quarter, the operations of 
Vefuvius appear to be very capri- 
cious and uncertain. One day there 
will be the appearance of a violent 
fermentation, and the next all is 
calmed again: but whenever the 
fmoke has been attended with con- 
fiderable ejections of fcorie and 
cinders, | have conftantly obferved, 
that the lava has foon after made 
its appeatance, either by boiling 
over the crater, or forcing its 
pailage throuzh erevices in the co- 
nical part of the volcano. As lu 
as I remain in this country, an 
have the neceflary affift.nee of the 
above-mentioned ingenious monk 
(who is as excellent a draught{man 
as he is an accurate and diligent 
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obferver) the Vefuvian diary fhull 
be continued ; and I hope one day 
to have the henour of prefenting 
thefe curious manuferipts (which 
begin now to be voluminous) to 
the Royal Society, if it fhould 
think them worthy of a place in the 
aco of the Society. 

*« Having never had an oppor- 
tunity of examining the iflands of 
Ponza, Palmarole, Zannone, and 
other {mall iflands, or rather rocks, 
fituated between the ifland of 
Ventotiene and Monte Circello, 
mear Teracina, on the continent ; 
and thinking that by a tour of 
thofe iflands I fhould be enabled 
to render my former obfervations 
more complete, and to communicate 
fome account of the only volcanic 
parts of this neighbourhoed hi- 
sherto undefcribed, I determined 
to take advantage of the abfence 
ef their Siciliam majeflies (who 
were then making the sour of Italy) 
and vifit thefe iflands, But before 
I put this plan in execution, I 
made a bong excurfiom im the pro- 
vince of Abruzzo, as far as the 
fake of Celamo, anciently cabled 
Fucinus, and where the famous 
emiflary of the emperor Claudius 
(a mott ftupendous work for drain- 
mg that lake) remains nearly 
entire, though filled up with rub- 
bith and earth in many parts, and 
of courfe ufelefse The water of 
this lake, which is more than 30 
miles in circumference, increafes 
daily, and is deftroying the rich 
and cultivated plains on its borders, 
Xt is furrounded by very high 
mountains, many of them covered 
with fnow, and at the foot of 
them are many villages, and rich 
and well cultivated farms. Upon 
the whole, it is the moit beautiful 
lake I ever faw, and would be 
complete, if the neighbouring moun- 
tains were better wooded. This 


lake furnifhes abundance of fifh, 
but not of the bef quality: a few 
large trout, but moftly tench, 
barbel, and dace. In the thallow 
watcr on the borders of the lake, I 
wae thoufands of water fnakes, 

rfuing and ing n little 
rth hike served: tie much 
better armed, though their defer- 
five weapoms feemed to avail them 
but litthe againit fucbh ravenous 
fox s. 

* I went with torches into the 
emiffary of Claudius as far as 3 
could. It is a covered under 
ground canal, three miles long, 
and great part of it cut through a 
hard rock ; the other part fupport- 
ed by mafonry, with wells funk to 
give air and light. According to 
Suetonius, Claudius employed 30 
thoufand men eleven years on this 
great work, intended to convey 
the fuperfluous water of the lake 
into the bed of the river Liris, 
now called Garigliano ; and I make 
no doubt, but that if it was cleared 
and repatred, it would again an- 
fwer that purpofe. 

“ In its prefent flate it is a moft 
magnificent monument of anti- 
quity. 

“* "Phe whole country from Ar- 
pino, the native place of Marius, 
by Ifola, Sora, Civitella, and Cae 
piftrello, to the lake of Celano, is, 
™m my opinion, infinitely more 
beautiful and picturefque than any 
fpot I have yet feen on the Alps, in 

avoy, Switzerland, or the Tyrol. 
The road is not paflable for car- 
riages, and indeed is fcarcely fo, 
even in fummer, for horfes or 
mules, and is oftem infefled with 
banditti; a party of which, con- 
filing of twenty-two, had quar- 
tered themfelves in a village which 
I pafied through, and left it but a 
week before my arrival. There 
are many wolves, and fome bears 

ip 














VOYAGE to the ISLAND of PONZA. [101] 


in the adjacent mountains, which 
alfo commit their depredations in 
the winter. The tyger-cat, gatto- 
pardo, or lynx, is fometimes tound 
in the woods of this part of 
Abruzzo. 

«*« The road tollows the windings 
of the Garigliano, which is here 
a beautiful clear trout ttream, with 
a great variety of cafcades and 
water-falls, particalarly a double 
ene at Ifola, near which place Ci- 
cero had a villa, and there are ftill 
fome remains of it, though convert- 
ed to a chapel. The -valley is 
extenfive, and rich with fruit trees, 
corn, Vines, and olives. Large 
tracts of land are here and there 
covered with woods of oak and 
chettnut, all timber trees of che 
largett fize. The mountains nearett 
the valley rife gently, and are 
adorned with either modern caftics, 
towns, and villages, or the ruins of 
ancient ones. The next range of 
mountains, rifing behind thefe, are 
covered with pines, larches, and 
fuch trees al firubs as ufually 
abound in a hke fituation; and 
above them a third range of moun- 
tains and rocks, being the mot 
elevated part of the Apennine, rife 
much higher, and, being covered 
with eternal .fnow, make a beautitul 
contraft with the rich valley above 
mentioned ; and the {now is at 
fo great a diftance, as mot to give 
that uncomfortable chill to the air, 
which I have always found in the 
narrow vallies of the Alps and the 
Tyrol. 

“On the rsth of Auguft laft I 
went in a felucca to the ifland of 
Iichia. I have nothing to add to 
my former obiervations on this 
ifland, already communicated to 
the Royal Society, except that 
about hxty yads from the fhore, 
gt a place called St. Angelo, fituated 
between the sowns of Ifchia and 


Furia, a column of sage water 
bubbles upon the furface of che fea 
with great force, and communicates 
its hear to the water of the fea 
near it; but as the wind was very 
high,. and the furf confiderable, [ 
was not able then to examine this 
curious fpot as | could have withed, 
but will return there on purpofe 
fome other time, The inhabitants 
of the neighbourhood told me, 
that it always boiled up in the fame 
maaner, winter and fummer; and 
that it was of great ufe to them 
in bending their planks for fhip- 
building ; and that the fifhermen 
alfo frequently made ufe of this 
natural cauldron to boil their fith, 
Though I have paffed at ditlerent 
times many weeks in the ifland of 
lfchia, I never betore heard of this 
phenomenon ; but in my defcrip- 
tion of this ifland mentioa is made 
of feveral fpots where, near the 
fhore, I had found, when bathing 
in the fea, the fand under my feet 
fo hot as te oblige me to retire 
haftily. This boiling es re- 
minds me of one near Viterbo in 
the Roman Strate, which I have 
feen, and is called the Bulicame. 
Jt is a circular pool of about fixty 
fect in diameter, and exceedingly 
deep, the water of which is con- 
ftantly boiling. It is fituated in 
a plain furrounded by volcanic 
mountains, A flony concretion 
floats on the furface of the pool, 
which being carried off by the 
{upertluous water is depofited, and 
is conftantly forming a labes or 
tuffa, of which all the foil around 
the pool is compofed. 

“ The 18th of Auguft I arrived 
at the ifland of Ventutiene, about 
twenty-five miles from Ifchia. It 


is greatly improved fince my 

former vifit, feven or eight years 

ago, when his Sicilian mayjefty firtt 

planted a little colony there. 
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then produced neither corn nor 
wine; now it furnifhes annually 
at leaft feventy butts of wine and 
two thoufand tomoli of corn, The 
fuil is remarkably fertile, from 
whence it probably took its ancient 
Greek name of Pandataria. ‘This 
ifland contains at prefent more than 
three hundred inhabitants. 1 will 
mention a curious circumftance in 
the natural hiftory of birds, of 
which I was informed by an of- 
ficer of the garrifon of Ventotiene 
who is a great fportiman, and 
fhoots often in the ifland of St. 
Stefano, inhabited only by hawks, 
and a large kind ot fea-gulls ; 
but is oceafionally vifited, as a 
retiing place by divers forts of birds 
of paflage. In the month ot May 
great flights of quails arrive there 
from Africa, fpent with fatigue ; 
and many of them fall an eafy prey 
for the mat and fea gulls ; but, 
as their arrival depends upon one 
prevailing wind, there is often an 
snterval ot many days between one 
fiight and another. My informer 
ailured me, that the hawks con- 
fantly, during the flights, make a 
provifion of each day’s prey, lay- 
ing them up in feparate Heaps of 
fix or feven near their haunts, al- 
ways feeding firit upon thofe of the 
oldeft date, The fea gulls have 
not the fame forefight, but gice- 
dily fail upon their unhappy vic- 
tims in their languid fiate before 
they reach the fhore, and, having 
beat them down into the fea, 
fwallow numbers of them whole. 
Extraordinary as this may appear, 
yet as facts related by perfons of 
crelibility in any branch of natural 
hiftory are always pleafing, I 
thought you would excufe this di- 
greflion. Give me leave likewife 
to add, for the information of the 
curious in antiquities, that, during 
my ftay in the illand of Vextutiene, 


I got out of the ruins of an elegant 
ancient bath (fuppoted ro have been 
built for the ufe of Julia, daughter 
of Auguftus, whilit the was in exile 
here) a fragment of a tile, on 
which are ttamped the following 
characters in bafle relieva, 


HACINI 
IVLIAI 


AVGVS. F 
which, according to the interpre. 
tation of a celebrated antiquary at 
Naples, mean Opus Hacini ad 
commodum Balne: Julix Auguftz 
factum. I was informed, that fe- 
veral entire tiles, with a like in» 
fcrip ion, had been dug up on the 
fame fpot, and had been made ufe 
of in building the church and bar. 
racks newly erected in this ifland, 
Another fragment of a tile was 
likewife found here, and given ta 
me, with the following in{cription ; 

SAB. API. 
which the fame antiquary explains, 
Sabine Auguftz, Pie Imperatrici 
dicatum Balneum ; but, 1 believe, 
there is no mention, in ancient 
authors of Sabina having been at 
Pandataria: of Julia’s banifhment 
to this ifland there can be no 
doubt. 

ss Between Ventotiene and the 
ifland of Ponza, and trom the lat- 
ter at the diftance of about twelve 
miles, a group of rocks rife feveral 
feet above the furface of the fea, 
They are called the Bote, and are 
compofed of a compact lava; 
probably they are the {mall remains 
of another volcanic ifland, the 
fofter parts of which may have 
been carried off and levelled by the 
action of the fea, which is open and 
violent here. 

* The 20th of Auguft I arrived 
at the fland of Ponza, about 
thirty miles from Ventotiene, and 
the next day I went round it ia 


my 
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my boat. Ie is near five miles 
long : its greatelt breadth not more 
than half a mile, and in fome parts 
not more than five hundred fect. 
It is furrounded by innumerable 
detached rocks, fome of them very 
high, and maft of which are of 
lava; in many are regularly form- 
ed bafaltes, but none in large co- 
lumns. In fome parts the bafaltes 
have a reddifh tint of iron ochre, 
are very fmall, and irregularly 
laid one overanother. Some mafles 
of them are in a perpendicular, 
others in aa horizontal, and others 
again in an inclined pofition: and 
the rocks themfelves, in. which 
thefe maffes are found, are lava 
of the fame nature as the bafaltes. 
At firft ight thefe rocks have very 
much the appearance of the ruins 
of ancient Roman brick or rather 
nile buildings. One rock is com- 
pofed of large fpherical bafaltes ; 
and in many parts of the ifland 
I found the lava had inclined to 
take the like fpherical form, though 
on a much fmaller fcale, fome of 
the firft mentioned round bafaltes 
being near two feet in diameter, 
All thefe rocks have certainly been 
detached by the action of the fea 
from the ifland, which is entirely 
compofed of volcanic matter, lava’s, 
and tutfa's, of various qualities and 
tints, green, yellow, black, and 
white. Some of the tutfa’s, as 
well as the lava’s, are of a texture 
more compact than others; and 
in fome parts ofthe ifland great 
tracts feem to have undergone the 
fame operation as is in full force 
at a fpot called the Pifciare}li ; on 
the outlide of the Soltaterra, near 
Puzzole, and where a hot fulphu- 
reous vitriolic acid vapour converts 
all which it penetrates, whether 
lava’s, tuffa’s, volcanic athes, or 
pumice ftones, into a pure clay, 
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moftly white, or with a light tint 
of red, blue, green, or yellow. 

* In one part of the tlland there 
is a fort of tuffa, remarkably good 
for the purpote of building. I is 
as hard as our Bath ftone, and 
nearly of the fame colour, without 
any mixture of fragments of lava 
or pumice ftonc, which ufually 
abound in the tuffa’s in the neigh- 
bourhood of Naples, Baia, and 
Puzzole. 

* When I was laft in England, 
I enquired of many of the manu- 
facturers of glafs, whether it had 
ever hasuetel, that the glafs, cool- 
ing in their furnaces had taken any 
diftinet forms like prifms or cryt- 
tallizations ; but — no fatis- 
factory anfwer until I applied to 
the ingenious Mr. Parker, of Flect- 
ftreet, who not only informed me, 
that, fame years ago, a quantity 
of his flint glafs had been rendered 
unferviceable by taking fuch a form 
in cooling ; but alfo gave me fe- 
veral curious {pecimens of the glafs 
itielf ; fome of them are in lamin, 
which may be eafily feparated ; 
and others refemble ballaltie co- 
lumns in miniature, having regu 
lar faces. [| was much plesfed with 
this difeovery, proving to me be- 
yond a doubt, the volcanic origin 
of mott bafaltes. Many of the 
rocks of lava of the ifland of Ponza 
are, with refpect to their conficu- 
rations, ftrikingly like the fpeci- 
mens of Mr. Parker’s above men 
tioned glafs, none being very re- 
gularly formed bufaltes, but all 
having a tendency towards it. Mr. 
Parkcr could not account for the 
accident that occafioned his glafs 
to take the bafaltic forms; but 1 
have remarked both in Sicily and at 
Naples, that fuch lavas as have 
run into the fea, are either formed 
into regular bafaltcs, or have a 
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great tendency towards fuch a 
form. The lava’s of Mount Etna, 
which ran into the fea near Iacci, 
as appears in my account of them 
in the Campi Phiecrai, are perfect 
bafaltes; and a lava that ran into 
the fea from Mount Vefuvius, near 
Torre del Greco, in 1631, has an 
evident tendency to the bafaltic 
forms. On Mount Vefurius, I 
never found any thing like columns 
of hafaltes, except the above men- 
tioned at Torre del Greco, and 
fome fragments of very complete 
ones, which I picked up near the 
crater, after the eruption of 1779, 
and which had been thrown out of 
the mouth of the volcano. 

¢¢ The ifland of Palmarole, which 
is about four miles from Ponza, is 
not much more than a mile in cir- 
cumference, is compofed of the 
fame volcanic matter, ang proba- 
bly was once a part of Ponza; and 
indeed it appears as if the ifland of 
Zannone, which lics at about the 
fame diflance trom the ifland of 
Ponza, was once likewife a part of 
the fame ifland of Ponza; tor ma- 
ny rocks of lava rife above water 
in a line between the two laft men- 
tioned iflands, and the water is 
much fhallower there than in the 
other parts of the gulf of Terra. 
cina. 

“¢ The ifland of Zannone is larg. 
er and much higher than Palma- 
role, and the half of the iland 
neareft the continent “is compoied 
of a lime ftone, exactly fimilar to 
that of the Apennines, on the con- 
tinent near it; the other half is 
compofed of lava’s and tuffa’s, re- 
fembling in every refpect the foil of 
the other iflands juit defcribed, 
Neither Palmarote, nor Zannone 
are inhabited; but the bagrer fur- 
nifhes brufhwood in abundance for 
the ufe of the inhabiants of Pon- 
za, whoic number, including the 


garrifon, amounts to near fevens 
teen hundred, The uninhabited 
ifland of St. Stefano furnithes fuel 
in the like manner for the inhabit. 
ants of Ventotienc. 

** It is probable, that thefe if. 
lands and rocks may im time be le. 
velled by the action of the fea, 
Ponza, in its prefent ftate, is the 
mere tkeleton of a volcanic ifland, 
as litrle more than its harder vitri. 
fied parts remain, and they feem to 
be tlowly and gradually moulder. 
ing away. Other new volcanic 
iflands may likewife be produced in 
thefe parts. 

«The gulfs of Gaeta and Ter. 
racina may, in the courfe of time, 
become another Campo Felice ; for, 
as has been mentioned tn one of my 
former communications on this fub- 
ject, their rich and. fertile plain fo 
called, which extends fromthe bay 
of Naples to the Apennines, be- 
hind Caferta and Capua, has evi- 
dently been entirely formed by a 
fucceffion of fuch volcanic erup- 
tions. Vefuvius, the: Solfaterra, 
and the high volcanic ground on 
which great part of this city is 
built, were once probably iflands ; 
and we may conceive the iflands of 
Procita, lichia, Venrotiene, Pal. 
marole, Ponza, and Zannone, to 
be the outline of a new portion of 
land, intended by nature to be add» 
ed to the ncighbouring continent; 
and the Lipari iflands (all of which 
are voletele) may be SRohed upon 
in the fame light with refpect to a 
future intended addition of territo- 
ry to the ifland of Sicily. 

‘¢ The more opportuni-ies I have 
of examining this volcanic coun- 
try, the more I am convinced of 
the truth of what | have already 
ventured to advance, which is, 
that volcanos fhould be confidered 
in a creative rather than in a de- 
fiructive light, Many new difco+ 
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veries have been made of late years, 

articularly in the South Seas, of 
iilands which owe their birth to 
volcanic explofions ; and fome, in- 
deed, where the volcanic fire fill 
operates. Iam led to believe, that 
upon further examination, mott of 
the elevated iflands at a confider- 
able dittance from continents would 
be found to have a volcanic origin ; 
as the low and flat iflands appear in 
general to have been formed of the 
ipoils of fea productions, fuch as 
corals, madrepores, &c. Burt | 
will ttop hee, and not deviate trom 
the plan which I have hitherto 
ftrictly followed, of reporting faith- 
fully to my learned brethren ot the 
Royal Society fuch facts only as 
come immediately under my own 
obfervation, and as I think may be 
worthy of their notice, and leave 
them at full liberty to reafon upon 
them. 

‘© We may flatrer ourfelves, asa 
very great progrefs has been made 
of late years in the knowledge of 
volcanoes, that by combining fuch 
obfervations as we are already in 
-pofleffion of, with thofe which may 
be made.hereatter, in the four quar 
ters of the world (in all of which 
nature feems to have operated in a 
like manner), a much better theory 
of the earth may be eftablifhed than 
the miferable ones that have hi- 
therto appeared, 

* Thoife who have not had an 

rtunity of examining a volca- 
nic country, as | have for more 
than twenty years, would little ful- 
pect, that many curious productions 
and combinations of lava’s and tut- 
fa’s were of a volcanic origin; e- 
dpecially when they have ow 
various chemical operations of na- 
ture, fome of which, as | have men- 
tioned in a former communication 
as well a3 in this, have been capa- 
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ble of converting tuffu’s, lava’s, and 
pumice ftone, into the pureft clay. 
«1 have remarked, that you 

obfervers in this branch of Lae | 
hiftory are but too apt to fall into 
the dangerous error of limiting the 
order ot nature to their confined i- 
deas: for example, dhould they 
fufpect a mountain to have been a 
volcano, they immediately climb 
to its fummit to ieck for the crater, 
and it they neither find one, or a- 
ny figns of lava or pumice ftone, 
directly conclude fuch a mountaia 
not to be volcanic: whereas, only 
fuppofe Mount Etna to have ceafed 
erupting for many ages, and that 
halt of its conical part fhould have 
mouldered away by time (which 
would naturally be the confe. 
quence) and the harder parts re- 
main in points, forming an im- 
menfe circuit of mountains (Etna 
extending at its batis more than one 
hundred and fifty miles); fuch an 
obferver as I have juft mentioned 
would certainly not find a crater 
on the top of any of thefe moun- 
tains, and his ideas would be too 
limited to conceive, that this whole 
range of mountains were only part 
of what once conftituted a complete 
cone and crater of a volcano. It 
cannot be too {trongly recommend. 
ed to obfervers in this, as well as i 
every other branch of natural hif- 
tory, not to be over hafty in their 
decifions, nor to attribute every 
production they meet with to a fin- 
gle operation of nature, when per- 
haps it has undergone various, of 
which I have given examples in the 
ifland which has been the principal 
fubject of this letter. That which 
was one day in a calcareous ftate 
and formed by an infect in the fea, 
becomes vitrified in another, by the 
action of the volcanic fire, and the 
addition of fome natural ingredi- 

ents, 
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ents, fuch as fea falts and weeds, 
and is again transformed to a pure 
clay by another curious procefs of 
nature. The naturalift may indeed 
decide as to the prefent quality of 
any natural production; but it 
would be jailennplen in him to 
decide as to its former ftates. As 
far as I can judge in this curious 
country, active nature feems to be 
conflantly employed in compofing, 
decompdoling, and recompofing ; 
but furcly tor all-wife and benevo- 
lent purpofes, though on a fcale 
perhaps, much too great and ex- 
tenfive for our ook and limited 
comprchenfion. 
‘¢ Poftfcript. 

«¢ The earth is not ver fo perfectly 
quiet in Calabria and at Meifina, as 
to encourage the inhabitants to be- 
xin to rebuild their houfes, and 
they continue to live in wooden 
barracks. There has, however, 
been no earthquake of confequence 


during thefe laft three months, 
My conjecture, that the volcanic 
matter (which was fuppofed to have 
occafioned the |.te earthquakes) 
had vented itfelf at the bottom of 
the fea between Calabria and Sicily, 
feems to have been verified ; for the 
pilot of one of his Sicilian Majetty’s 
fciabeeques, having fome time after 
the earthquakes cait anchor off the 
point of Palizzi, where he had oft- 
en anchored in twenty-five fathom 
water, found no bottom till he 
came to fixty-five fathom, and hav- 
ing founded for two miles out at 
fea towards the point of Spartiven- 
to, in Calabria, he {till found the 
fame confiderable alteration in the 
depth of the fea. The inhabitants 
of Palizzi likewife declare, that 
during the g:eat earthquake of the 
cth of February, 1783, the fea had 
frothed and boiled up tremendouf- 
ly off their point.” 





ACCOUNT of a New ELECTRICAL FISH, in a Letter from Lice 
tenant WILLIAM Paterson, to Sir Jossru Banxs, Bart. P. R. 5. 


{From the fame Publication.) 


“ 7 HILE at the ifland of Jo- 

hanna, one of the Como- 
ra iflaads, in my way to the Eaft 
Indices, w.th the 98th regiment, I 
met with an elcétrical fith, which 
has hitherto efcaped the obfervation 
of naturaliils, and feems in many 
refpects to differ from the electrical 
fiflies already defcribed ; which in- 
duces me to fend you the following 
account of it, with a very imper- 
fect drawing, and to beg that, if 
you think it deferves attention, you 
will do me the honour of ad 
ing it to the Reval Society. The 
fituation of a fubaltern officer, in 


an army upon foreign fervice, will, 
1 hope, fufficiently apologize for 
my fending you fo very imperfect a 
fketch of the fith, which was m de 
in the field, in a hot climate, un- 
der every difadvantage. 

‘¢ The fith is feven inches long, 
two inches and a half broad, has a 
long projecting mouth, and feems 
to be of the genus Tetrodon. The 
back of the fith is a dark brown 
colour, the belly part of fea-green, 
the fides yellow, and the fins and 
tail of a fandv green. The body 
is interfperied with red, green, 
and white fpots, the white ones 

particular ly 














articularly bright ; the la 
che iris nk § its outer sige’ 
with yellow. 

“ The ifland of Johanna is fitu- 
ared in latitude 12° 13° fouth. 
The coaft is wholly compofed of 
coral rocks, which are in many 
places hollowed by the fea. In 
thefe cavities I found feveral of the 
eledirical fithes. The water is a- 
bout 56° or 60° of heat of Fahren- 
heit’s thermometer. I caught two 
of them in a linen bag, clofed up 
at one énd, and open at the other, 
In attempting to take one of them 
in my hand, it gave me fo fevere 
an clectrical fhock, that I was ob- 
liged to quit my hold. I how- 
ever fecured them both in the linen 
bag, and carried them to the camp, 
which was about two miles diftant. 
Upon my arrival there, one of them 
was found to be dead, and the o- 
ther in a very weak flate, which 
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made me anxious to prove by the 
evidence of others, that it 

the powers of electricity, while it 
was set alive. I had it put intoa 
tub of water, and defired the fur- 
geon of the regiment to lay hold of 
it between his hands; upon doing 
which he received an evident elec+ 
trical ftroke. Afterwards the adju- 
tant touched it with his finger upon 
the back, and felt a very flight 
fhock, but fufficiently ftrong to af- 
certain the fact. 

After fo very imperfect an ac- 
count, I will not trouble you with 
any obfervations of my own upon 
this fingular fith ; but beg you will 
confider this only as a direction te 
others, who may hereafter vific that 
ifland, and from their tituation, and 
knowledge in natural hiftory, may 
be better able to deieribe the fifth, 
and give an account of its electri- 


cal organs,” 





ADVERTISEMENT of the expected Return of the COMET of 


1932 and 1661, in the Year 1788, 


By-the Rev, Nevit Maske- 


tyx&, D, D. F, R. S. and Aftronomer Royal. 
{ From the fame Publication. } 


“ HE comet of 1531, 1607, 
and 1682, haying returned 
in the year 1759, ——- to Dr. 
Halley’s prediction in his Synopfis 
Atironomiz Cometicz, firit pub- 
lithed in the Philofophical Tranf- 
actions in 1705, and re-publifhed 
with his Aftronomical Tables in 
1749, there is no reafon to doubt 
that all the other comets will return 
after their proper periods, accords 
ing to the remark of the fame aur 
thor. 
** In the firft edition of the Sy- 
nopfis he fuppofed the comets of 
3532 aud 1661, from the fimilarity 


of the elements of their orbits, to 
be one and the fame ; burt in the 
fecond edition he has feemed to 
leffen the weight of his firf con- 
jecture by not repeating it. Pro- 
bably he thought it bett to eftablith 
this new point in aftronomy, the 
doétrine of the revolution of comets 
in elliptic orb:ts, as all philofophi- 
cal matters in the beginning fhould 
be, on the moft certain grounds ; 
and feared that the vague obier- 
vations of the comet, made by 
Appian in 1532, might rather de- 
tract from, than add to, the evie 
dence arifing from maye certain 

data. 
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data. Aftronomers, however, have 
generally acquiefced in his firft 
conjecture of the comets of 1532 
and 661 being one and the fame, 
and to e. pect it. return to its peri- 
helium accordingly in 1789. 

** The imerval between the 
paffages of the comet by the peri- 
helium in 1532 and 1661 is 128 
scars, 89 days, 1 hour, 29 minutes 
(32 of the years being biffextile), 
which added to the time of the pe- 
rihelium in 1661, together with 11 
days to reduce it from the Julian 
to the Gregorian ftyle, which we 
now ufe, brings out the expected 
time of the next perihelium to be 
April 27th, 1 h. 10° in the year 
178y- 

“ The periodic times of the 
eomet, which appeared in 16531, 
3607, and 1682, having been of 
76 and 75 years alternately, Dr. 


‘Halley fuppofed that the fubfe- 


quent period would be of 76 years, 
and that it would return in the year 
1758; but upon confidering its 
near approach to Jupiter, in its 
defcent towards the fun in the fum- 
mer of 168:, he found, that rhe 
action of Jupiter upon the comet 
was, for feveral months together, 
equal to one-fiftieth part of the fun 
upon it, tending to increafe the 
inclination of the orbit to the plane 
of the ecliptic, and lengthen the 
eriodic time. Accordingly, the 
inclination of the orbit was found 
by the obfervations made in the 
following year 1682 to be 2’ grea- 
ter than in the year 1607. The 
effect of the augmentation of the 

riodic time could not be feen till 
Fre next return, which he fup- 

fed would be protraéted by Ju- 
iter’s action to the latter end 
of the year 1758, or the beginning 
ef 1759. M. Clairaut, previous 
¢0 its return, took the pains to cal- 


¢gulate the actions both of Jupiter 


and Saturn on it during the whole 
periods from 1607 to 1652, and 
from 1682 to 1769, and thence 
predicted its return to its perihe- 
lium by the middle of April; it 
came about the middle of March, 
only a month fooner, which was a 
futhcient approximation to the truth 
in fo delicate a matter, and did 
honour to this great mathemati- 
cian, and his jaborieus calcula- 
tions. 

‘¢ The comet in quettion is alfo, 
from the pofition of its orbir, 
liable to be much ditiurbed both 
by Jupiter and Saturn, particularly 
in its afcent from the fun after 
pafling its perihelium, if they fhould 
happen to be near it, when it ap- 
——_ to or croffes their orbits ; 

caufe it is very near the plane 
of them at that time. When it 
— the orbit of Jupiter in the 

ginning of February 1682, O.5, 
it was 50° in confequentia of that 
planet; and when it paffed the or- 
bit of Saturn in the beginning of 
October 166:, it was 17° in con- 
fequentia of it. Hence its motion 
would be accelerated while it was 
approaching towards the orbit of 
either planet by its (eparate action, 
ahd retarded when it had paffed its 
orbit ; but, as it wou'd be fubjeci- 
ed to the effect of retardation 
through a greater part of its orbit 
than to that of acceleration, the 
former would exceed the latter, 
and confequently the periodic time 


would be thortened ; but pro- 


bably not much, on account of 
the contiderable ditlance of the 
comet from the planets when it 
pafled by them ; and therefore we 
may tiill expect it to return te its 
perihelium in the beginning of the 
year 1789, or the latter end of the 
year 178e, and certainly fome time 
etore the 27th of April 1789. But 

of this we fhall be better informed 
after 




















after the end of this year, from the 
anfwers to the —_— quettion pro- 
pofed by the Royal Academy of 
Sciences at Paris, to compute the 
difturbances of the comet of 1532 
and 1661, and thence to predic its 
return. 

*« If it fhould come to its peri- 
helium on the 1ft of January 1789, 
jt might probably be vifible, with 
a good acromatic telefcope, in its 
deicent to the fun, the middle of 
September 1788, and fooner or 
later according as its perihelium 
fhould be fooner or later. It will 
approach us from the fouthern 
parts of its orbit, and therefore will 
fir{t appear with confiderable fouth 
latitude and fouth declination; fo 
that perfons refiding nearer the 
equator than we do, or in fouth 
latitude, will have an opportunity 
of difcovering it before us. Itis 
to be wifhed that it may be firf 
feen by fome aftronomer in fuch a 
firuation, and furnifhed with pro- 
per inftruments for fettling its place 
in the heavens, the earlieft good 
obfervations being moft valuable 
for determining its elliptic orbit, 
and proving its identity with the 
comets of 1532 and 1651. The 
Cape of Good Hope would be an 
excellent fituation for this pur- 
pote. 

* In order to affift aftronomers 
in looking out for this comet, I 
have here given its heliocentric 
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and geocentric longitudes and lati- 
tudes and correfpondent diftances 
from the fun and earth, on fuppo- 
fition that it thall come to its pe- 
rihelium on January ift, 1789. 
But if that fhould happen fooner 
or later, the heliocentric longi- 
tudes and latitudes and diftances 
from the fun will ftand good, 
if applied to days, as much ear- 
lier or later as the time of the 

rihehum may happen fooner or 
ater; and the ntri¢ longi- 
tudes and latit and diftances 
from the earth muft be recomputed 
accordingly. The calculations are 
made for a parabolic orbit from the 
clements determined by Dr. Halley 
from Hevelius’s obfervations in 
1651, only allowing for the pre- 


ceffion of the equinoxes. The e- 
lements made ule of were as fol- 
lows : 


Time of perihefium January 1, 
1789, at noon. 


Perihelium diftance, 0,448¢1. 
Place of naling oale i 243 
18’, 


Inclination of orbit to the eclip- 
tic 32° 36’. 

Perihelium forwarder in orbit 
than the afcending node 33° 28’. 

Its motion is direct. 

In the following table are fet 
down the computed places of the 
comet, on fuppofition that it fhall 
return to its perihelium January 1, 
1789, at noon. 
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* The laft obfervation made by 
Hevelius on the comet in 1661 was 
‘when its diflance from the earth 
was 6,986, and from the fun 1,37, 
with what he calls a very long and 
good telefcope; at which time it 
appeared faint and fmall with i, 
though ftill fufficiently vifible. Lot 
‘us fuppofe this to have been a tele- 
feope of g fect foeal length, with 
an aperturé of 1,65 inch; then, be- 
caufe the diameter of the aperture 
of a telcfcope fufficient to render 


the comet — vilible fhould be 
as the product of its dittances from 
the fun and earth, and the product 
of the numbers above mentioned 
0,986 and 1,37 is 1,75, we hall 
have the following analogy to fird 
the aperture of a refracting tele- 
fcope fufficient to fhow the comet 
as it appeared to Hevelius. As 
1535 31, inch :: 9: 11 inches, 
fo is the product of diftances from 
the fan and earth to the diameter 
of the aperture required in inches.” 





PRIMARY NOTIONS of the MATTER of FIRE. 


{From Dr, Hiccins’s FxpertmENTs and Osservations on Sub- 
jects of CurmicaLt Puitosopny.] 


“5,T7HE kind of mater which 
impreffes us with a fenfe of 
beat, and which is capable of cxpand- 
ing and pervading all known bodies, 
is fubject to lacus of attraction, which 
fixes and difguifes a certain quantity 
of it in divers fubfiances; and this 
matter produces the effects which we 
call beat, and as as fire, only when 
it is extricated from other hinds of 
matter. 
This notion needs no illuftration 
@r fupport; for the phenomena 


which confpire to imprefs it, are 
very numerous; and Black, Berg- 
man, Cavendifh, Crawford, Prieft- 
ley, Kirvan, Lavoifier, and other 
dittinguiflied philofophers have a 
dopted it. 
** 2. The homogeneal parts of the 
matter of fire re se a re y 
*« This repellent property is ap- 
parent in all the ad we in which 
the matter of fire is extricated from 
the grofler and gravitating parts of 
bodies. The chief of thefe pro- 
cefies 
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etfies are the mixtures —— 
heat, the abforptions of divers cold 
elattic fluids caufing heat, vitrioli- 
zations, incalafcence of pyrophori, 
rcfpiration, purtrefaction, fermenta- 
tion, and combuftion. In all thefe, 
the matter of fire, fo foon as it is libe- 
rated, is found by its peculiar effects, 
and the menfurable decreafe of heat 
atincreafed dittances trom the fource 
of emiffion, to move excentricall 
from that fource, and to decreate 
in denfity. But as this happens, 
whether the extrication of it be at- 
tended with illumination or not, it 
indicates nothing that is confiflent 
with the tenor of nature, or that 
may be fuggeited by analogy, ex- 
cept that the parts of the matter of 
fire repel each other, although they 
certainly are attracted by other 
kinds of matter, This repellant 
property is equally apparent in e- 
very inflance of the formation of 
elaitic fluids from aggregate bodies ; 
and efpecially when this is done by 
mere ignition, But as thefe in- 
fances afford another inference of 
equal ufe, I fhall fubjoin them to 
the following notion. 

© 3. The matter of fire, by virtue 
of the repulfion fuififting betaveen its 
homogeneal parts, and of their attrac 
fions to the parts of other matter, is 
the caufe of the elafticity of aeriform 
fruidse 

“* This notion is neceflary to 
the folution of the phenomena, and 
is fupported by direct evidence, of 
which the following part will be 
fufficient. 

“Oils, refins, vegetable acids, 
eharcoal, and divers other bodies, 
are almott totally convertible into 
fixable air and inflammable air by 
fire. Nitrous acid may be decom- 
pofed and converted, in part, into 
empyreal air, in the remainder into 
phiogittic or nitreus air, by the a- 
gency et fire. The waple fubitance 





the MATTER of FIRE. (11:f 


of folid nitrous ammoniac is con- 
vertible into fluids permanently e- 
lattic, by the mere action of live. 
From the folid aggregation in man- 
ganefe and other metallic calxes, 
and in divers falts, the grofs matter 
of empyreal air may be propelled, 
to form an elattic Quid by fire; fo 
may that of denfe inflammable air 
from coak and divers hard bodies ; 
that of fixable air from ttony con- 
cretes; that of alkaline air from 
ivory, Pruffian blue, and microcof- 
mic fale; that of vitriolic, or of 
marine, or of hepatic air, from di- 
vers folid, faline, or fulphureous 
compounds. All this is done by 
fire ; and being bett effected in vet- 
fels that are impervious to every 
other known matter, amounts to a 
fatisfactory proof that the matter of 
fire is the only acceflary and agent 
in the convertion ot folid bodies in- 
to elatlic fluids, and in the mainte- 
nance of their elatticity. 

*« The electric matter is not to 
be mentioned in objection, until it 
is proved that it does not itfelf con- 
fit of the matter of fire, in a cere 
tain modification of it, depending 
on the repullive prepertv, and the 
relations to grofs matter, which 
we are now defcribing, 

** Seeing this extenfive agency of 
the fiery matter; that we can not 
only trace it into the fubjects which 
thus become permanently: elaftic, 
but that it gives a temporary elafti- 
city to vepours and fublimates ; 
feeing that thefe refume their ag- 
gregation as tuft as it efcapes from 
them; that its union in the fluids, 
to which it gives permanent etatti- 
city, may be further proved by the 
extrication of it from every one of 
them; and that, im thefe libera- 
tions of it which are daily experi- 
enced, in the abforptions of eclaitic 
fluids, in combinations, and in 
combuftions of them, the emifion 
ia 
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is fo copious as to remove all doubt 
of their having held it in great 

vantity, uniced with their re{pec- 
tive feparated parts, and r -{trained 
during that union from acting like 
liberated tire; obferving alfo, that 
as fait as the fire is liberated or ex- 
cluded, the diftant grofier parts of 
elaftic fluids rufh together or into 
other bodies; as when empyreal 
and nitrous air makes nitrous acid, 
or empyreal and light inflammable 
air make water which cools to folid 
ice, Or marine and alkaline air 
make fal ammmoniac ; or as when 
acid or alkaline airs rufh into wa- 
ter, or empyreal air into phofpho- 
rus; we cannot now helitate in ad- 
mitting that the groffer parts of e- 
laftic fluids, as well as thofe of va- 
pour, are made to recede from each 
ether contrary to their inherent and 
inceflant attractive powers, by vir- 
tue of their refpective charges of 
the repellent mater of fire, and 
confequently by the repulfion of 
the parts of fire to cach other. 

“6 4. The charges of repellent mat- 
ter, by avbhich attradive and gravi- 
tating particles form elaftic fiu'ds, 
are diftinEl atmofpheres of fiery mat- 
ter, in which the denfities are recipro- 
cally as the diftances from the central 
particles, im a duplicate or higher 
ratio. 

«¢ This is an-evident confequence 
of the former notions, and the pre- 
valence of the repullive over the 
attractive forces ; and the terreftri- 
al atmofphere, in whichethe denfi- 
ty is inverfely as the {quares of the 
diftances from the earth, fhews that 
it is the natural and neceffary ef- 
fect of fuch forces, to form the 
charges of fiery matter which the 
particles engage, into the defcrib- 
ed atmofpheres. ‘The further evi- 
dence of the truth of this notion 
arifes from phenomena, which I 
am prefently to confider and ex- 


plain, and which are not inexpli« 
cable by any other condition or a. 
gency of the matter of fire, that 
has been hitherto fuggetted. 

“* 5. The repulfion of the homoges 
neal parts of the matter of fire, limits 
the quantity that can be engaged by 
bodies, and tends to diffufe the remain- 
der equably in {pace. 

‘* 'TL.is notion needs no illuftration, 

“© 6. The matter of fire limits the 
quantities, in which aeriform fluids, 
and bodies conta’ning it, can combine 
chemically. 

*¢ In the convertion of folid bodies 
into elattic fluids, we perceive the re- 
pulfive forces of the matter of fire 
refifting and overpowering the reci- 
procal attractions of the grofler 
parts ; and in mixtures of empyreal 
and inflammable air, and in xm 
other mixed airs, we fee this matter 
refitting the attractions which tend 
ftrongly to the chemical combina- 
tion of the heterogeneal gravitat- 
ing particles. 

** in fuch inftances it is manifeft 
that the fum of the repulfive forces, 
exceeds that of the attractive. 

‘¢ When acriform fluids condenfe 
each other, or are concentrated and 
aggregated by bodies, it is equally 
evident that the attractive forces, 
although refiiied by the repulfive, 
are prevalent, 

** Thefe, and divers other phe- 
nomena fhew, that the natural 
power, whether attractive or repul- 
five,-Of each part of matter, is li- 
mitted; and therefore the fum ot 
thefe powers which any body can 
exert in regard to another, is by a 
law of nature as the number of its 
active parts, or in other words, as 
its quantity of matter. 

‘¢ In contequence of this law, the 
fum of the repullive forces, which 
refilt the approximation of the gra- 
Vitating parts of an elaftic fluid, 
and théir union with thote of a bo- 

dy 
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dy which alfo holds fome of the 
matter of fire, is as the quantity of 
that fluid; and no more than a de- 
terminate portion of it can be ag- 
gregated and combined in the body 
whote quantity of matter and at- 
tractive powers are limited. 

‘* By che fame law it is determin- 
ed that eiatlic fluids fhall unite with 
each other in limited proportions on- 
ly, to form denfer fluids or folid bo- 
dies, and that the fuperfluous quanti- 
ties fhall remainelattic and unaltered. 


*¢ As the matter of fire is manifeitly 
theagent which retifts the coalefcence 
and union of attractive particles in 
thefe cafes; and as the fame mat- 
ter demonttrably exits in all bodies 
that unite only in limited propor- 
tions, we mutt afcribe to this only 
competent and manifeit ageat, all 
tho!e limitations which we experi- 
ence, in reyard to the proportions 
in which bodies can be chemically 
united, and which we briefly ex- 
preis by the word faturation. 





APPLICATIONS of th FOREGOING NOTIONS, 


[From the fame Work.] 


ee S the limits of this effay do 
not permit me to make ex- 
tenfive applications of the forego- 
ing notion:, I fhall endeavour, in 
the expreffion of a few, in this and 
the following fection to fuegett e- 
very thing that feems neceiiry to- 
wards explaining the moft intricate 
phenomena of the matter of fire. 

‘¢In regard to the apyrous bo- 
dies, fuch as the pure earthy fub- 
flances, [ would infer from thefe 
notions that they chietly confift of 
parts which do not attract the mat- 
ter of fire with forces fufficient to 
caufe a difunion of them, and an 
interpofition of this matter in fuch 
quantity as to induce foftnefs or 
fluidity. 

*¢ Concerning fufible bodies which 
concrete in cooling, I would in the 
next place infer, that they confilt 
chiefly of parts which attract the 
matter of fire with forces fomewhat 
greater than thofe laft mensioned, 
and fuffic ent to effeét the folution 
of them in the fiery fluid, but not 
for the permanent retention of it: 
That bodies of this clafs exclude 
the folvent by virtue of the preva- 
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lent attractions which tend to re- 
unite their grofs parts; but that 
they receive and tranfmit the mat- 
ter which caufes heat, more freely, 
and they retain it longer, than the 
former can iu fimilar circumftances, 
by reafon of the ftronger attraStions. 

‘* The bodies, which, like oils 
or water, form elaflic vapour, when 
duly charged with the matter of 
fire, confit chiefly of parts which 
attra¢t it with forces ftiil greater, 
and fufficient to compel atmofpherea 
around the diftant molecules; but 
yet not fufficient to retain thefe at- 
mofpheres after the influx of fire 
ceafes, and in oppofition to the mu- 
tual attractions of their central 
molecules, and the tendency of the 
fiery matter to diffufe itfelf equably 
in the neighbouring fpaces. As 
the thermometer fhews no more 
than the relative quantities of free 
matter of fire in bodies, thefe late- 
ly mentioned requ're a greater quan- 
tity of the fiery matter than the 
former, before they exhibit an e- 
qual temperature by the thermome- 
ter, for the reafon already men- 
tioned, 
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* It is alfo by virtue of this fu- 
perior attraction to the fiery matter, 
that ice, refin, fats, and other va- 
-pourable bodies, become fluid by 

moderate incalefcence, but not be- 
fore they have received a great 
quantity of fire; and that they re- 
fpectively evaporate with lefs igni- 
tron or incaleicence, in vefiels which 
avert the preflure of the aerial at- 
mofphere, than where that, or any 
‘equivalent compreflion, conipires 
with their aggregate attractions, to 
refitt the influx of fire, and the di'- 
junction of their parts.~ Thus wa- 
ter, or fpirit, moderately heated, 
,and placed in the receiver of an 
air-pump, boils when a part of the 
air which compreiles it is drawn 
out, and ceafes as often as the prei- 
.fure is retlored. 
*¢ Still tironger attractions of the 
matter of fire, comparatively with 
the forces which tend to the exclu- 
fion of it, are feen in ethercal oils 
and cthers : for their vapours can- 
not be condenfed without the aid 
of compreilion ; and when they are 
thus condenfed and aggregated, 
their molecules, by attracting fiery 
matter and compelling it into at- 
moipheres, with forces fuperior to 
thoie with which they attract each 
other, are made to recede, and form 
_aeriform fluids, in the loweft tem- 
peratures, fo foon as the preflure 
_of the atmofphere is averted, 
*¢ That the expanfion of fuch 
ethereal fluids into the aerial 


form, in the exhaufted receiver of 


an uir-pump, is owing to the ten- 
dency of their molecules, to attract 
.the matter of fire and to form at- 
_mofpheres of it around them feve- 
rally, and that it is not effected by 
any other agency, is apparent from 


.the concomitant phenomenen of 


cold; tor as tait as they affume the 
atrial form, they engage and fix 
the free fiery matter which belong - 
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ed to the fpaces into which t 
expand; and th’s privation or de- 
ficiency ot difengaged fiery matter, 
is what we call cold, 

“¢ ‘i he bodies: which by ignition 
may be partially or totally con- 
verted, even under the atmoitphe- 
ric preffure, into fluids permanent- 
ly elattic, fhew the kinds of matter 
by which thar of fire is attracted in 
the fupreme degree. 

‘* For the elatticity which fub- 
-fifis under immenfe preficce, argues 
a itronger attraction ot the par- 
ticles to their refpective repellent 
atmo{pheres, thanthat which we latt 
notice; but that this ftronger at- 
traction compels denfer and deeper 
atmofpheres, may not only be 
argued a priori, & is experimen- 
taly demonfirable bythe bulk, 
which in claftic fluids is the mea- 
fyre of the atmofpheres, compared 
with the gravity, which is the 
meaiure of the grofs particles ; and 
it is allo apparent in the extraor- 
dinary quanuty of the fiery matter 
that efcapes in the inftant of the 
aggregation of thefe elaftic fluids, 
or rather of their particles, to torm 
coniftent bodies; as when empy- 
real air is rapidly imbibed by 
pvotphorus, pyrophorus, hepar ful- 
phuris, or iron filings and fulphur; 
when alkaline air, and divers acid 
airs, are abforbed by water, or 
when they condenfe each other ; 
or when the rare inflammable air 
and empyreal air make water, 
and exclude the'r matter of fire. 

‘ From all this it maybe in- 
ferred, that in any tuture table of 
the affinities of the matter of fire, 
pure phlogifior ought to rank above 
every other kind of matter; intlead 
vt being omitted, as is if Berg- 
man’s tables, or fuppofed to have 
repugnance or apathy to the mat- 
ter of fire, as Jr. Crawford for- 
merly conjectured. But when this 
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recedence is given to phlogifion, 
2 reafon of the extreme levity 
ot the purer inflammable air of 
metallic folutions, and of the quan- 
tity ot fiery matter which it emits 
jn the initant ot its union with 
empyreal air, the gravitating mat- 
ter of this lait air mut not be 
placed beneath any other that is 
now known; becaufe no air that is 
tree from phlogiiton, is lighter fpe- 
cifically than empyreal air, or 
emits more fire in the infant of ag- 
gregation. 

‘« T confider the fpecific gravity 
as a fafe guide in our invetligations 
of thefe affinities and of their or- 
der, in regard only to the elatlic 
fluids which feem to confift of no 
more than one kind of gravitating 
matter engaged in the repellent 
utmofpheres : and of fixable air, 
denfe inflammable air, acid airs, 
the phlogtftic alkaline air, and 
others, I would obferve, that the 
atmofpheres include molecules in- 
fiead of folitary ultimate parts ; 
for without this chemical union of 
heterogeneal paris, and the forma- 
tion of molecules, an elaftic fluid 
of the kind that I now fpeak of, 
could not differ, as it does, from 
either kind of matter of which it is 
compofed. 

‘© From this confideration of the 
attractive forces which tend to 
form molecules, and of the at- 
mofpheres, which, in compound 
elattic fluids, encompafs the mole- 
cules, but not the ultimate parts 
feverally, we derive an eafy ex- 
planation of the phenomenon fo 
viten noticed in the preceding 
pages ; 1 mean the convertion of a 
fubitance, not into one but into 
two or three different claftic fluids, 
by mere ignition. 

** When elaftic fluids are formed 
in folutions and other proceflet, 
in Which the fubjects are not ig- 


nited it is to be obferved that the 
gravitating parts of the emitted 
elaftic fluid, were diflant from each 
other, by reafon of the interfpofed 
matter, at the inftant of their ex- 
trication, and that at this diftance 
there is a great diminution of the 
powers which refrain them in their 
tendency to engage all the matter 
of fire that the menitruum or fol- 
vent could extricate during their 
union, Thus it happens, as Dr. 
Black originally fuggefted, and as 
Bergman has obferved in his ex- 
cellent Differtation of Elective 
Attractions, that cauftic alkali, in 
the union with an acid, excites great 
heat, that is to fay, in their union 
they exclude a part of the matter 
of fire which they feverally held 
in a fixed ftate; bur mild alkali, 
in uniting with an acid, gives little 
or no heat, and for this reafon; 
that the gravita‘ing parts of the 
fixable air, engage all the libe- 
rated matter of fire in forming 
armo{pheres around its molecules. 
This expofition is applicable to 
every other elaftic fluid that is 
extricated in folutions or combina- 
tions a'tended with little or no in- 
calefcence, 

*¢ Since the particles which at- 
tract the matter of fire, exc!ude a 
part of their refpective charges in 
the inftant of their clofe approxi- 
mation or contact, there is no dif- 
ficulty in accounting for the cold 
produced in folutions, expanfions, 
and evaporations ; in every one of 
which, the particles which refume 
the matter of fire, and in fixing 
it produce the cold, are previoutly 
removed to fome diftance from each 
other, either by the interpofition 
of the parts of a menftruum, as 
when ice is diffolyed by nitrous 
acid, or by the prevalent powers 
of their proper fixed fire, of which 
we have an inftance in ether placed 
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in the exhaufted receiver of an air- 
pump. 

«© As the mere acetous actd con- 
fifis of the gravitating parts of 
einpyreal air, of et and 
the acid principle of vegetables, and 
by the acceflion of the matter of 
tire only makes two different elattic 
fluids, namely fixable vir, and denfe 
inflammable air, it follows from 
| thefe notions, that the gravitating 
ei ' parts of thefe two airs would make 
I acetous acid again with water, if 
- the matter of fire could be with- 
drawn trom them; and | venture 
t0 prognofticate that this, or fome- 
thing equivalent, will be done by 
the fir ingenious experimenter 
that attempts it, either by the 
means of a body which may ab‘orb 
the gravitating matter of both, and 
exclude their atmofpheres, or by 
breaking the atmofphercs, in the 
manner which I am to deicribe in 
the next fection. 

‘¢ There is undoubtedly a natural 
limitation, as we formerly obferved, 
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of the forces with which the grofs 

a: parts of divers elattic fluids compe’, 
: and are compelled by their ref- 
| pective atimofpheres ; but ftill thefe 
‘4 forces are fo great, that we cannot 
t. ferm adequate ideas of them, with- 
t out reflecting on the refiftance 
» which they give, even in fimall 
quantities of the elathc fluids, to 
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any preffure which tends to con- 
denfe them, and caufe an approxi 
nation of their parts; or without 
adverting to the operations which 
thew the ability ct the'e forces to 
matitain the elalicity of divers 
aeriforin fluids, in oppofition to the 
greateit mechanical powers hither- 
to employe. tv fubdue them. The 
air-gun, and other inttruments ex- 
hibit thefe forces in atmofpheric 
air, and chemical operations and 
explofive compotitions too often 
fhew them in the other elattic 
fluid:. 

*¢ Although the force of chemical 
attraction reaches not far from 
the particles, with any fenfible 
effect, we are not there to conclude 
that the attra¢tive virtue ceafes at 
any dftance. But from all the 
known phenomena we may infer, 
that the attra‘tive forces, tending 
to the approximation and cohefion 
of grofs particles, decreafe in a 
duplicate, or fome higher ratio ef 
the diftances, reciprocally ; that 
the natural refiflance to the inter- 
polition of the fiery matter, is 
leffened at the fm leit, and totally 
overpowered at fmall dittances 
which no eye can meafure ; and 
finally, that qwhere t/¢ /(cufiile effe8 
of attration ceases, there repulfon 
fucceeds.”” 








LOSOPHY. | 
{i “ HAT dephlogitticated and 
i inflammable air, at leaf 


with the element of Acar, conttitute 
water, feems to be clearly inferred 
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f [From the Third Volume of Dr. Priestrey's Experiments and 
Osservations relating to various Bramches of Narurat Pur 


from the experiments in the pre- 
ceding fection. Some difficulties, 
however, have occurred refpecting 
this theory, from my fubfequent 

experiments, 
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experimeats, which I! thall propofe 
with the fame fidelity as I have 
done thofe which tavour the hy- 
pothefis. But as [ mean to throw 
into this fection a:l the obfervations 
that I have made upon the fu'ject, 
I thall firit recite fome experiments 
which perfectly agree with the for- 
mer, and evidently lead to the 
fame conclufion. Some of them 
are thote of which only the general 
refult was given b: fore. 

«| have obferwed, that, when 
that iron which has been melted 
in the open atr (or that which has 
been altcre| by the patling of tieam 
over it red-hot) was heated by a 
burning lens in inflammab'e air, 
the ar cifappeared, and a confi- 
derable quantity of water was pro. 
duced. 1 had the fame refule with 
Seales of copper. Thefe fcales be- 
came of a yenuine copper colour 
in this procefs; fo that I had no 
doubt of their being copper reviv- 
ed. The water was fo copious, 
that when only 34 ounce meafures 
ot air were abforbed, the water 
formed in drops on the infide of 
the veffel, acd fome of them ran 
down it. 

‘« I alfo procured water when I 
decompe'ed dephblogifticated and 
inflammable air from iron by the 
electric fpark in a clofe veffel, 
whiih is an experiment fimilar to 
thofe that were made by Mr. La- 
voilier, at Paris. I put 3,75 ounce 
meafures of a mixture of air, of 
which one-third was dephlogitfti- 
cated, and two-thirds infl«mmable 
from iron, in the clofe veffel ; 
and after the explofion | found 
in it one grain of moiiture. The 
dephlogitlicated air in this mixture 
would have weighed a little more 
tha» o,75 of agrain. But repeat- 
ing this experiment with half as 
much dephlogiflicated as inflam- 
mable air, I could not perceive any 


water after the experiment. Neither 
was there any fixed air formed in it. 
Again, ufing inflammable air from 
wood, in the fume proportion from 
3,8 ounce meafur.s of the misture, 
1 got 0,8 of a meature of fixed air, 
which was actually obforbed by 
lime-water. Some quater alfo was 
evidently produced, 

‘* Uline more precautions to’ 
exclude all water from either of 
thefe two hinds of air before the 
experiment (both the dephlogitti- 
cated air, which was from nuitre, 
and the inflammable air which was 
from charcoal, being from the firtt 
received in mercury, aod always 
contined by ic) I ftill found a little 
water atter the explofion. 

«I varied this experiment by 
producing the inflammable air ig 
the dephiogitticated air as follows. 
Into a veficl containing dephlo- 
gilticated air confine! by mercury, 
I introduce. a piece of perfect char- 
coal, as hot from the fire as I 
could bear to handle it, and threw 
upon it the focus of the lens, fo 
that a quantity of the air was im- 
bibed; but | could not perceive 
that any moitture was formed. 
Afterwards, when I refumed the 
procefs, the air which the charcoal 
had imbibed was expelled again, 
and very little more was abforbed. 
From feven ounce meafures there 
remained four, of which more than 
two was pure fixed air. No water 
could be expected after this procefs. 
For even had there been a fmall 
quantity ef moifture in the veffel, 
it would have been abforbed by 
the charcoal, and have evabled it 
to yield inflammable air. The 
phlogifton the charcoal contained 
uniting with the dephlogitticated 
air, free from moifture, tormed, [ 
prefume, the fixed air that was 
found afer this procefs. 

*6 But the greatetl diffloulty thar 
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occurred with refpect to the pre- 
ceding th.ory of the confticution 
et water, arofe from my never 
having been able to procure any 
water when I revived mercury from 
red precipitate in inflammable air, 
or at leait not more than may be 
fuppofed to have been conta ned 
in the inflammable air as an extra- 
cous fubilance. 

*¢ In order to make the experi- 
ments wth the fales of iron, and 
that with the red pre b tate as much 
alike as potlible, coal dhe at i might 
compare them to the greateft ad- 
vantage, I made then immediately 
one alter the other, with every 
circumftance as nearly as I could 
the fame. The inflammable air 
was the fame in b. th the experi- 
ments, and both the fcales of 
jron, and the red precipitate, were 
made as dry as potlible. ‘They 
were heated in veflels of the fame 
fize and form, and equally con- 
fined by dry me reury. And yet 
when I heated the former, water 
wis formed as copioutly as I have 
defcribed it before, viz. actually 
running down the infice of the 
veifel in drops, though only four 
ounce mealfures of inflammable air 
were ablorbed. But though | 
heated the red precipitate till eight 
®unce meaiures of the inilammable 
air was abforbed, and only three- 
fourths of an ounce meafure of air 
remained, there was hardly any 
fenfible quantity of water i Maw | 
certainly not one-tenth of what 
appeared in the experiment with 
the feales of iron. 

‘* There was this difference, how- 
ever, in the two refults. [n what 
remained from the experiment with 
red precipitate, I at this time per- 
ceived a flight appearance of fixed 
alr, whereas there was none in 
what remiined from the fcales of 
iron. The refiduum alfo from the 
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red precipitate had in it a ve 
{mall portion of dephlogitticated air. 
For being mixed with an equal 
meafure of nitrous air, the ftandard 
of it was 1,8 I.mutt al o obferve 
that the inflammable air difap- 
peared much more rapid tly in the 
procefs with red precipitate than 
in that with the fcales of iron. 

‘+ Fixed air, however, was no 
neceflary refult in this experiment, 
For | particularly obferved, that 
when, upon another occafion, I 
reduced cight ounce meafures of 
inflammat le alr to 0,22 of a mea- 
jure, | found no more than what I 
judged to be much lefs than a grain 
of water, and without any appear. 
ance of fixed air whatever. Again, 
1 veduced fix ounce meafures of 
inflammable air in this procefs to 
0,,2 of a meafurc, without pro- 
ducing any more water than before, 
or any fixed air at all. alfo had 
the fame reiult in ufing the black 
powder of lead and mercury, in- 
fiead of red precipitate : reducing 
6,5 ounce meafures to Os4 of a 
meafure, without finding any very 
fentible quantity of water, or any 
fixed air. 

«¢ In this experiment there can 
be no doubt but that the dephlo- 
gilticated air diflodged ‘rom the red 
precipitate, united with the in- 
fiammable air in the veffel ; as no 
eva‘er equal to the weight of the 
two kinds of air was produced, 
they muft have formed fome more 


flid fubfiance, which, in the {mall 


quantiues 1 was obliged to ufe, 
could not be found, 

“© Jt may be clearly inferred 
from this experiment, that red 
precipitate is a fubitance by no 
means fimilar to the (cales of iron, 
as the latter appears to contain 
within itfelf all the elements of 
water; and, therefore, as the in- 


flammable air enters into it, a quan- 
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tity of water, equal in weight to 
the lofs fuftained by the feales in 
their revival in the form of iron, 
is found in the recipient.. Whereas 
in the experiment with the red 
precip tate, there is certainly no 
more water tound than may be 
fuppofed to have been conta ned ia 
the inflammable air which dif- 
appeared, or to have been lodged 
without being perceived among the 
particles of the precipitate itfclf. 
Contequently the fiales of iron 
mutt be confidered as the talx of 
iron united to walers and red pie- 
cipitate as mercury, united to 
dephlog ficaied air, Or rather, per- 
haps, as Mr. Kirwan fuppoies, to 
fixed a'r, the phlogifton belonging 
to which revives the mercury, while 
its other component part, the de- 
phlogitticared air, is fet at liberty, 
forming an uaion with the element 
of heat. 

“¢ The difficulty wath refpect to 
what becomes of the two kinds ot 
air, was not leflened by the at- 
tempts which J. made to collect all 
that I could from repeated decom- 
pofitions of inflammable and de- 
phlogitticated air in a clofe veffel. 

‘* As | had produced water in 
this. procefs when I made no more 
than a fingle explofion at a tune, 
I thought that by continuing to 
make explofions ia the fame vetlel, 
the water would nor fail to accu- 
mulate, till 1 might collect what 
quantity I plea'ed; and | inten ‘ed 
to have collected a_ contiderab'e 
part of an ounce. And as I fhou'd 
know exactly what quantity of air 
I decompofed, 1 had no doubt of 
being able to afcertain the propor- 
tion that the «vater and ar bore to 
each other. 

*¢ With this view I made a mix- 
ture of a large quantity of air, one- 
third dephlogiiiicated, and two- 
thirds inflammable from iron and 


oil of vitriol. But though I had a 
fentible quantity ot warer atthe firft 
explofion (in each of which was 
ufed between four and five ounce 
meafures ot the mixture of air) 
I was furprifed to perceive no very 
feniible increafe ot the quantity of 
Water on repeating the explotions. 
Having, therefore, expended 48 
ounce meatfures of the mixture, I 
difcontinued the procefs ; and col- 
leCting the water with all the care 
that L coul’, | found no more than 
three grains, when there ought to 
have been eleven. 

“« In this procefs the infide of 
the veflel was always very black 
after each explofion, and when I 
poured in the mercury after the 
explofion, though there was nothing. 
viible in the air within the veffel, 
there iffued from the mouth of it a 
denfe vapour. This was cyen the 
cafe, though I waited fo much as 
two minutes after any explofion 
before ] proceeded to put in more 
mercury in order to make another ; 
which if the vapour had been fleam, 
would have been time more than 
fufficient to permit it to condenfe 
into water. I even perceived this 
vapour when I| had a quantiry of 
water in the veffe!, and the explo- 
fon was confequently made over 
it, as well as in contact with the 
fides of the veflel which were wett- 
ed with it; fo that as this vapour 
had paffed through the whole body 
of water when the veficl was in- 
verted, it is probable that it mutt 
have confifted of fomething elfe 
than mere water. But I was never 
able ro collect any quanti:y of it, 
though it mufi have been fomething 
produced by the union of the two 
kinds of air. 

‘¢ In order to collect a quantity 
of the matter that formed this va- 
pour, I contrived the followin 
apparatus. Inacork with whic 
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I could fut the orifice of the 
flrong glafs vefiel in which the 
explufions were made, I had two 
perforations. | hiough one of thefe 
J poured the mercury, by means of 
a gl fs funoel ; but into the other 
was introduced a giafs tube, which, 
being bended, was in‘erted, by 
means of a cork, into a thin glats 
vetlel, and went almofi to the bottom 
of it. A {mall hole was alfo made 
in the cork, to permit the ait to go 
out. Confequently, ali the air 
that remained in the firong glafs 
veflel, with whatever vapour it 
might contain, muti, as I poured 
in the mercu'y, neceffarily pafs 
through the glafs tube, and be 
diffufed through the thin glafs 
veticl ; in which | imagined that 
all its contents, fluid or folid, mutt 
be depofited. However, though I 
repeated the experiment feveral 
times with this apparatus, making 
about tventy explofions in cach, | 
could not find any depolit in the 
veffel, befides a fimall quantity of 
water; which, added to the water 
collected in the {trong veffel, came 
far fhort of the weight of the air 
that was decompoied, 

‘¢ All the conjecture that I can 
advance, in order to explain this 
phenomenon, is that, fince /oot 
yields pure air, as will appear in 
the coure of this volume, part of 
the foot is formed by the union of 
the dephlogifticated air in the at- 
mofphere and the inflammable air 
ot thefuel. But fxeke, which cone 
t.ins much /oos, is foon difperied, 
and becom:s invilible in the open 
air. Such, therefore, may be the 
exfe here, The foot formed by 
the union of the two kinds of air 
may be diffufed through the gir, 
in the veflel in which they are 
exploded, and be carried invifibl 
info the common atmofphere, which 
may account for my not being able 


to collect any quantity of it in this 
app. Tatus. 

** Hoping to fucceed better in 
collecting this volatile matter by 
means of a quantity of wager in- 
cum bent upon the mercury, in the 
firong glafs veffel in which the 
explofions were made (though I 
had tound that part of it could 
efcape through the water) | decom. 
pofed 4 great quartity uf the two 
kinds of air in thefe circumftances ; 
an! prefentiy found that the water 
became very cloudy, and. was at 
length full of a blackith matter, 
This I collected, and found that it 
remained perfectly black upon the 
earthen veffel in which the water 
containing it was evaporated ; «hich 
would not have been the cafe it 
the blackifh matter in the water 
had been that powder of mercury, 
which is produced by agitating it 
in pure water. For that black mafs 
always became white ranning mer- 
cury the moment the water was 
evaporated from it. Could I have 
collected a fuffieient quantity of” 
this bhick matter, I might have 
fatisfied myielf whether it was a 
proper for or not, 

‘« Mr. Warltire firlt obferved this 
cloudinefs in a veffel in which he 
burned inflammable air; but it is 
teinarkable that fometimes ] got it 
repeatedly in thefe explofions, all 
the infide of the veffel becoming 
quite black after the explofion; and 
at other times I have not been able 
to get this appearance at all; fo 
that I am not yet able to deter- 
mine on what it depends. Atone 
time, having the infide of the 
{trong glafs tube made very black 
with thefe explofions, I let it 
remain a day or two expofed to the 
common air, when the blacknefs 
difappeared, leaving the infide of the 
veffel covered with fimall globules 
of white mercury, it feems, there- 
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fore, that part of the phlogifton 
of the inflammable air fometimes 
attaches itfcit to the vapour of mer- 
cury, ditfufed invifibly through the 
{pace within the veffel, and that ir 
quits it to unite to the air of the 
atmofphere. ‘ 

«+ Phat water in great quantities 
is fometimes produced from burn 
ing inflammable and dephlogiiti- 
cated air is evident from the ex- 
periments of Mr. Cavendifh and 
Mr. Lavoilier. 1 have alfo fre- 

uently collected confiderable quan- 
tities of water i this way, though 
never quite fo much as the weight 
of the two kinds of air decompof- 
ed. My apparatus for this pur- 
pofe was the following Into the 
mouth of a large glafs balloon I 
introduced a tube from the orifice 
of which there cominua ly iflued 
inflammable air, from a vetlel con- 
taining iron and oil of vitriol ‘his 
being lighted, continued to burn 
like acandle. Prefently after the 
lighting of it, the inide of the 
ba'loon always became cloudy, and 
the moiiture toon gathered in drops, 
and fettled in the lower part of 
the balloon. To catch what might 
iflue in the form of vapour, in the 
current of air through the balloon, 
I placed the glafs tube in which 
always found fome water condent- 
ed. It is very pofiible, however, 
that in both thefe modes of expe- 
rimenting, the water may be con- 
verted into a kind of vapour, which 
is very different from feam, and 
capable of being conveyed a great 
way through air, or even water, 
without cond:nfation, along with 
the air with which it is mixed; 
and on this account it may not be 
pofible, in either of thefe modes of 
experimenting, to collect ei] the 
water into which the two kinds of 
air may be converted. ‘The nature 
of this kind of vapour into which 
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water may be changed, and which 
is not readily condenfed by cold, 
is very little underttood, but weil 
deferves the particular attention of 
philofophers. Even mercury will 
woh oc fo as to lofe weight, in 
a degree of heat below that of 
boiling water. 

“¢ "That the water collected in the 
baNoon-comes from the decompo- 
fition of the air, and not from the 
freth air circulating through it, was 
evident from placing balls of hor 
iron in the place of the flame, and 
finding that, though the bulloon 
was-as much heated by them as by 
the flame of the burning of the ine 
flammable air, and confequently 
there muit have been the fame 
current of the external air through 
it, no moifture was found in ¢ 
balloon. 

** When in this manner, I burn- 
ed inflammable air from pure iron, 
the water I collected was perfectly 
free from acid, and the infide of 
the balloon was quite clear, but 
when I ufed /«'phwra'ed iron, there 
was a denfe white cloud that filled 
the infide of the balloon. There 
was alfo a fttrong {mell of vitriolic 
acid air, and the water colleéted was 
fentidly acid to the tatle. 

* Having found that water is 
an effential ingredient in the con- 
fiturion of inidmmable .air, at 
leatt as produced trom iron, it itil 
remained to be determined whether, 
when a calx is revived, and the 
metal formed, the pure phlogilton 
only entered the calx, or, together 
with it, that warer which was ne- 
ceffary to its form of inflammable 
air. 

“© In order to afcertain this, I 
frequently revived dry calces of 
lead in dry inflammable air, and 
exatuined the appearances of moif- 
ture afterwards. But notwithfland- 
ing all the attention that I gave 

to 








i 

















[122] OBSERVATIONS on the COMPOSITION of WATER. 


to the procefs, I could not be ab- 
folutely certain, whether mere 
moifture was left in the vefiel, than 
might have exiited extrancoufly in 
the inflammable air, or whether, 
when the phlogifton was abforbed, 
it left behind it any water that had 
been effent al to it, as inflammabhie 
air. Appearances were fuch as 
fometimes inclined me to think 
that every thing which cenititutes 
inflammable air gors into a calx, in 
erder to form the metal ; fo that it 
this, though a compound thing, 
be called phlogifion, it will fill be 
true that phiogiiton and inflammable 
air are ay ee thing ; but, on 
the whole, I rather think that the 
water which was effential to the 
conftitution of inflammable air was 
left behind. 

6 That water, however, may 
exiit in bodies in’ a comb ned fae, 
without appearing to be water, we 
know in many cates ; but it is in 
nothing more evident than in the 
feales of ircn, than which no\fub- 
ftance can have lefs the appearance 
of containing water. 

*¢ But not to give a mere opinion, 
I thal! recite the particulars of a 
few experiments, which I made with 
the view above-mentioned. In 6! 
ounce meafures of inflammable air 
from irov, J revived lead till it was 
reduced to 1 } ounce meafure, care 
having been taken to make every 
thing as dry as poflible. Some 
moifture, however, did appear, 
perhaps more than half a grain; 
but as this air had been confined by 
water, it was no more than might 
have been contained in it as an 
extraneous fubftance. It ought alfo 
to be confidered that it mult be 
exceedingly difficult to expel al 
moiflure by mere heat from fuch a 


‘powdery iubftance as the yellow 


calx of lead, without reviving the 


metal. All chemifts well know 
how firmly moitture adheres to 
many fubttances, with which it 
does not properly unite, and how 
much heat is neceflary to feparate 
them. 

“« Again in 64 ounce meafures 
of inflammable air from iron, { 
revived lead tiil there remained o,g 
of a meafure, and there was hardly 
any more moitture than I had rea- 
fon to think might have been in 
the veflel, independently of what 
was contained in the inflammable 
a'r; and in order to enable myfelf 
to judge of this, | melted an equal 
quantity of the fame minium, under 
a dry glafs vetlel with common air, 
when a little moiiure »ppeared, on 
the infide of tie ylafs, about as 
much, 1 thought (tor i could only 
judge by my eye) as when I had 
revived the lead irom that minium 
in inflammable, air. ‘The quantity 
ot lead revived was only 16 grains, 
but a good deal of the minium had 
been made black in the procefs. 

“ Latily, I expofed tome calx of 
lead to the heat of the lens in 
inflammable air, received immedi- 
ately from the veflel in which it 
was generated from iron and oil of 
sitricl, becaufe this contains lefs 
water than that which has been 
received in water and confined by 
it; and when 6 or 7 ounce mea- 
fures of the air were abforbed, I 
could not {uppofe, from the ap- 
pearance, that the water could be 
more than a quarier of a gran. 
However, when I repeated the 
experiment once more, I thought 
there might be about half a grain 
of water, which is more than I can 
well account for, without fuppofing 
that the water «hich was neceflary 
to the conititution of inflammable 
air, and which I fuppofe to be 
about half its weight, was left 

behind 
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behind when the pure phlogiiton 
revived the calx. ‘This, therefore, 
is the opinion to which | am in- 


clined; fo that I do not think that 
wny water enters into the conilitus 
tion of any of the metals.” 
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[From the I1Vth Volume of the Transactions of the Socie:y for the 
Encouragement of Arts, Manutactures, and Commerce. } 


HE well known advantages 

that have accrued to expe- 
rimental philofophy, and to the 
arts, parucularly thofe that depend 
on chemical procefies, from the ufe 
of portable furnaces, render it un- 
neceflary to fay any thing in com- 
mendation of the invention; but 
as by them gentlemen of rank and 
fortune (from whom experiments 
are chiefly to be expected) are en- 
abled further to profecure thofe flu- 
dies, which have already been the 
origin of many ef the benefits the 
public reap from the prefent im- 
proved ftate of our manufactures, 
it may not be unprofitable to give 
a flort account of the inventicn, 
deferibe the feveral kinds moft in 
ule; and as all hitherto contrived 
have laboured under fome objec 
tions, 1o flew a cheap and eafy me- 
tho’, contirmed by confiderable ex- 
perience, by which thofe defects 
are remedied, and the ule of fuch 
furnaces rendered more agreeable 
and commodious. 

‘¢ It is not in this paper intended 
to defcribe the feveral forms, which 
fometimes the judgment and fome- 
times the caprice of the maker 
have adopted, but to fhew that the 
naterials of which they have been 
conftructed, though fit tor the pur- 
pole intended, have neverthelets 
been hardly ever properly applied ; 
and then lay before the reader, the 
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method alluded to above, of obvi 
ating the objections hitherto made 
to them, 

** To the celebrated John Joa- 
chim Becher we owe the inven. 
tion of portable turnaces, contrived 
tor peifo:ming the different kinds 
ot chemical procefies, ot which he 
has given us a full hittory and exe 
planation, with many plates, in his 
work entitled, Scyphus Becherise 
nus. Ip the introduction to that 
work, the author tuys, 1 hat hav- 
ing obferved fome workmen mele 
iron in a fall furnace, it occurred 
to bim that fomerhing might be 
contrived by which the feveral che. 
mical procefles might be conveni- 
ently performed; and that havin 
completed his ideas on this one 
fome of the firtt furnaces made 
were purchafed by Dr, Dicken‘on, 
phyfician to the king, prince Ru- 
pert, and the honourable Mr, Boyle. 

‘¢ He directs the furnace to be 
made of plate-iron, having rivets 
faftened at different places, with 
heads projecting fufliciently within 
the intide of the furnace: As the 
furnace was to be (to the thicknefs 
of an inch and half) lined witha 
lute compofed of clay and fand; 
thefe rivets were intended to pre- 
vent its cracking, and falling from 
the fides. 

«The ufe of fuch a contrivance 
as this appeared fo commodious to 
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the late Dr. Shaw, and Mr. Hawkf- 
bee (to whom the prefent tafte for 
chemical experiments, is in a great 
degree owing), that in the ye.ri721 
they publithed, with confiderable 
additions to Becher’s tra‘t, a {mall 
volume entitled, ** An Effay for in- 
troducing a Portable Laboratory” 
for which, as they ing nuouily ace 
knowledve, they were almoit w hol- 
ly indebted to Becher, The fur- 
nace defcribed by Dr. Shaw and 
Mr. Hawkfbee differs little from 
that of Becher, and, like ir, is in- 
tended to be lined with a luce, which 
is to be fecured to the iron plate by 
means of rivets. 

*¢ [his has been hitherto almoft 
the univerfil practice in forming 
portable furnices for chemical ex- 
periments ; and it is but juflice to 
fay, that to thefe authors are to be 
atc:ibed the invention and introduc- 
tion of furnaces on this conftruc- 
tton, however the fhupes may have 
been varied fince their time. 

** Another kind of porable fur- 
naces, if they may be faid to de 
ferve the title, were contrived by 
Johanne Francifco Vigani, and the 
defcriprion of them, with figures, 
publithed by him in a fmall treatife 
ennitled, Medulla Chymiz ; print- 
ed in London 1683, and dedicated 
to three Englifh noblemen. 

*« As thele furnaces contfifted fole- 
ly in having a number of bricks, 
fo fitted together and marked, that 
they might eafily be taken afunder, 
when an operation was finifhed, and 
commodioutly fet afide ati they 
fhould be again wanted, the fre- 
quent miflaying, or lofs of the 
loofe bricks, toon brought this 
kind of furnace into difufe, in ex- 
perimental laboratories ; though it 
muft be owned, it has in many caf- 
es fome advantages, and is often 
ufed, to this day, by plumbers, and 
other workmen. 


“¢ About the year 1750, the late 
Dr. Lewis, whofe name «nd memo- 
ry will ever be refpected by a'l vo. 
tarics to che: mittry, obferving the 
inconveni neies that attended the 
ufe of both the foregoing kinds of 
furnaces, and takins the hint, as 
he candidly acknowledges, from an 
ingenious workman, and alfo re- 
flecting on the durabiliiy of black 
lead cructbies, and the eale with 
Which the openings for doors, 
chimneys, &c. are ‘made in them, 
contrived thoie portable furnaces, 
fo accurately, and fo properly de- 
feribed by him, in the firit part of 
his excel'ent wok, entitled, The 
Philofophical Codienntce ot ‘Arts ; 
a work, which if he had met with 
due encouragement to profecute, 
and had completed according to his 
ideas on the fubject, would have 
done infinite honour to himfelf and 
to his country. Since that tim’, 
it does not appear that any one has 
made an effential alteration in the 
conftruction of thefe kinds of in- 
ftr»ments, except the ingenious 
Mefirs Ruhl and Hempel, of 
Cheyne Row, Chelfea, who having, 
under the patronage of the Society, 
etlablifhed a manufactory of black 
lead pots, and profiting by the 
thoughts of Dr. Lewis, have em- 
ployed themfelves in making fur- 
naces, in a very neat and commo- 
disus manner, of the fame materi- 
als their pots are formed of ; and 
the only objection to them, is tve 
price at which they mutt neceflarily 
be fold, on account of the value of 
the m: aterials, and the workman. 
fhip ; in every other refpect, they 
antwer well the purpofes they are 
in'ended for, being in enioutly con- 
trived, and executed in a workman- 
like manner. 

“It would be highly improper 
here to omit obferving that the jult- 
ly admired Boerhaave, mentiops 
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two kinds of portable furnaces con- 
trived by himfelf, the one formed 
of wood, lined with ivon plate, in 
which only thofe operations that 
require a very gentle heat, hardly 
exceeding that of boiling water, 
could be performed. As in this 
furnace, a fmall equable fire may 
conveniently be kept up without 
much trouble or expence, he calis 
it, Furnus Stucioforum. His o- 
ther furnace he direds, like thofe 
of Becher, to be made of plate- 
iron, but lined with brick fet in 
mortar wade of lime and fand ; this 
furnace, however, as defcribed by 
him, feems too large for experi- 
ments, and in ftrone heats, every 
one knows how improper it is to 
have lime come in contact with 
the bricks, which are liable to be 
greatly injured by it, and indeed, 
nether ot thefe furnaces have thefe 
many years patt been much ufed. 

*¢ The celebrated Pott, in his 
treatife, entitled Lithogeegnofia, 
alfo defcribes a portable turnace, 
of witch a defign is annexed to his 
work; ia this furnace, he fays 
every thing in nature, that is fu- 
fible, may be melted in an hour or 
two. He acknowledges this fur- 
nace to be very fimilar to that of 
Becher, and defcribes the lute he 
lined it with, as compofed of equal 

arts of pipe-clay, burnt and un- 
Serax, mixed together and moi- 
ftened to the confittence of pate, 
with bullock’s blood: it is evident 
this will be fubject to all the invon- 
veniencies of the other furnaces 
lined with lute. 

“ The principal objection that 
has arifen againit the furnaces of 
Becher and Shiw, is that the lute, 
being a mixture of fund, clay, and 
water, muft neceffarily fhrink, and 
confequently cfack in drying ; but 
this evil m«y in fomg degree be re- 
medied by filling up the cracks, 


when dry, but before a fire is light- 
ed, with frefh lute, which will, if 
artfully managed, adhere pretty 
well to the firtt layer: but there 
ftill remains an infuperable obttacle, 
which is, the iron rivets that pats 
through the fides of the furnace, 
into lute, ex panding in great heats, 
and contracting with cold, in a 
degree very different from that of 
the mixture of clay and fand that 
furrounds them, they are continu- 
ally cracking the lute, and ferve 
rather to teparate and throw it off 
from the iron plate, than to retain 
and fix it. 

“ The chief objection to the 
black lead furnaces of Dr. Lewis, 
is the thinnefs of the crucibles at 
which they are formed; this net 
only permits a large proporion of 
heat to efcape, but when the fur- 
nace grows red-hot, tends very 
much to incommode the operator, 
and heat the room wherein any eg 
periments are making. ; 

“ Tr is with a view to remedy 
thefe inconveniencies, rather thah 
to propofe any new form of a fur- 
nace, that this paper is fubmitted 
to the confideration of the fociety ; 
and this end is obtained by uniting, 
in fome degrve, the three abo.e 
mentioned contrivances, by adopt- 
ing the iron of the furnace of 
Becher, the bricks of Vigani, and 
the tize of Dr. Lewis, «hich feems 
beft adapted to experimental en- 
quiries. 

“* ‘To form the body of the fur- 
nace, which is the only part in- 
tended to be here detcribed, (as 
any perfon converfant with thele 
machines, will readily fathion the 
dome and other parts as may beft 
fuit their intention; ) procure a 
cylinder, about eleven inches in 
diameter, and twelve or fourteen in 
length, made of ftrong plate iron, 
rivetted together ; or, as the thicke 
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nefs of the lining, will prevent its 
ever becoming hot enough to melt 
hard folder, it will be much nea- 
ter, ifthe joint be brazed: at one 
end, which is to be confidered as 
the bottom of the cylinder, a piece 
muft be cut out about four inches 
Square, which is to be the opening 
to the afli-hole, to this an iron door 
is to be fitted; juft above this 
opening, three iron pins, project- 
ing half an inch or more withintide 
the cylinder, mutt be well ri- 
vitted on, at equal diftances from 
each other; four or five inches 
above thefe pins let another hole 
be cut in the iron cylinder, and a 
door fitted to it, this ferves for 
putting in the fuel, when the fur- 
nace is ufed for dittilling, and fuch 
operations as require only a gentle 
heat. 

«¢ On the pins before mentioned, 
lay an iron grate, and let the whole 
of the cylinder, above this grate, 
be lined with fire-bricks, the joints 
well fitted, and laid in loam; by 
this means the objection to the lute 
of Becher and Shaw, is obviated ; 
and as the bricks may be left an 
inch and half or more in thicknefs, 
the heat will be better retained than 
in the black lead furnaces of Dr. 
Lewis, ‘To fecure the iron door, 
whenever the turnace is to be uled 
as a wind hole, or any ftrong fire 
raifed therein, a piece of fire-brick 
is to be fitted to the opening, and 
the door flut, which will eftec- 
tually preferve the iron from in- 
jury. 

« It has been cuftomary to make 
portable furnaces in the form of a 
truncated cone, the fmaller end 
being the lower part, that dificrent 
fized grates, may fit at different 
heights; if this fhape is (iill thought 
eligible, i may be ealily obtained, 


by leaving thofe bricks that are 
next the grate, thicker than thofe 
towards the upper part, and the 
diminution may either be regular, 
or projections left at the heights 
required, on which the different 
grates may reft. 

‘¢ Fire-bricks, fit for this purpofe, 
are eafily obtained in every part of 
this kingdom, and in London they 
are conttantly to be met with, ata 
low price, being fent hither of two 
kinds, under the names of Wind- 
for bricks, and Nonfuch bricks; 
the firft fo called from being brought 
from the town of that name, and 
the other from their being made at 
Nonfuch Park, near Epiom, Sur- 
ry : thefe bricks ftand every degree 
of fire well, and are of fo fott a 
texture, as readily to admit of cut- 
ting and grinding into any form re- 
quied, foasto be ealily adapted tothe 
figure of the furnace; and as the 
loam or earth of which they are 
made, is alfo brought to town for 
fetting them, that alfo may be 
readily obtained; and thus {mall 
portable furnaces, more durable, 
and better adapted to the making 
chemical experiments than any I 
have hitherto met with, are eslily 
and at little expence conitruéted. 

*¢ The very refpeétable authors 
I have already quoted, have given 
fuch precife and accurate deicri 
tions of the forms beft adapted to 
the ufes intended, that no additions 
need be made to their works on 
that head; and the well known 
furnace of Dr. Black of Edinburgh, 
when lined with bricks, as now 
recommended, will be found greatly 
to exceed ia utility, thofe which 
having been hitherto lined with 
lure, have been liable to the ob- 
jections fated above,” 
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NATURAL HISTORY of the GIANT’s CAUSEWAY. 


{ From Lerrers concerning the Northern Coat of the County of 


AnTRIm, &c. 


« HE vicinity of the little 

tifaing village of Portruth 
to the Giant’s Caufeway, has af- 
forded me, duriog my ttay here, 
ample opportunity to vitit that curi- 
ous work of nature, and to examine, 
with a good deal of attention, the 
fearures of the adjoining country, 
which has hitherio been verin- 
pectatey known. 

The Caufeway itfelf is gene- 
rally defcribed as a mole or quay, 
projecting from the bale of a tleep 
promontory, fome hundred feet 
into the fea, and is formed of per- 
pendicular pillars of bafaltes, which 
itind in contact with each other, 
exhibiting an appearance not much 
unlike a folid honeycomb. The 
pillars are irregular prifims, ot va- 
rious denominations, from four to 

eight fites; bute the hexagonal 
columns are as numerous as all the 
others together. 

* Ona minute infpection, each 
pillar is found to be teparable into 
feveral joints, whofe articulation 
is neat and compact beyond ex- 
preflion; the convex termination 
of one joint always meeting a con- 
cave focket in the next; betides 
which, the angles of one frequently 
fhoot over thofe of the other, fo 
that they are completely locked 
together, and can rarely be fepa- 
rated without a tracture of fome of 
spear parts, 

* ‘Lhe tides of each column are 
morte among themfclves, but 
the contiguous fides of adjoining 
columns are always of equal di- 
mentions, fo as to touch in all their 
parts. 

‘¢ Though the angles be of va- 
rious magnitudes, yet the fum of 
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the contiguous angles, of adjoining 
pillars, always makes up four right 
ones. Hence there are no void 
fpaces among the bafaltes, the fur- 
face of the caufeway exhibiting to 
vicw a regular and compact pave- 
ment of polygon (tones. 

¥ The outfide covering is foft, 
and of a brown colour, being the 
earthy parts of the ttone nearly 
deprived of its metallic principle 
by the attion of the air, and of the 
marine acid which it receives from 
the fea. 

* Thefe are the obvious external 
characters ot this extraordivaty 
pile of bafaltes, obferved and de- 
feribed with wonder by every one 
who has ieen t. Bur it is not here 
that our aimiration fhould ceafe; 
—whatever the procefs was by 
which nature produced that beaw- 
uful and curious arrangemént of 
pillars fo con{picuous about the 
Giant’s Caufeway ; the caufey far 
trom being limited to that fpee 
alone, appears to have extended 
through a large tract of country, 
in every direction, infomuch that 
many of the common quarnes, tor 
feveral miles arou: od, feem to be 
only abortive attempts towards the 
production of a Giant’s Caufe- 
way. 

“ From want of attention to this 
circumiftance, a valt deal of time 
and labour has been idly {pent in 
minute examinations ot the Caufe- 
way itfelt ; —in track g its courte 
under the ocean, purfuing its co- 
lummns into the ground—determin- 
ing its length and breadth, and the 
number of its pillars——with aume- 
rous wild conjectures concerning 
its original; all of which ceafe to 
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be of any impor‘ance, when this 
fpot is contidered only as a fmall 
corner of an immenfe bafale quar- 
ry, extending widely over all the 
neighbouring land. 

«+ The leading features of this 
whole coaft are the two great pro- 
montories of Bengore and Fairhead, 
which ftand at the diftance of eight 
miles from each other: both form- 
ed on a great and extcnlive fcale, 
both abrupt toward the fea, and 
abundantly expofed to obfervatson, 
and each in its kind exhibiting 
noble arrangements of the different 

cies of columnar bafaltes. 

*¢ The former of thete lies about 
feven miles weit of Ballycaftle, and 
is generally defcribed by feamen, 
who fee it at a diflance and in pro- 
file, as an extenfive headland, 
running out from the coatt a con- 
fiderable length into the fea; but, 
firictly {peaking, it is made up of a 
number of lefler capes and bays, 
each with its own proper name, the 
tout enfemble of which torms what 
the feamen denominate the head- 
land of Bengore, 

«* Thefe capes are compofed of 
a varicty of different ranges of 
pillars, and a great number of 
ftrata ; which, from the abruptnefs 
of the coaft, are extremely confpi- 
cuous, and form an unrivall d pile 
of natural architecture, in which 
all the neat regularity and elegance 
of art is united to the wild magni- 
ficence of nature, 

* The moft perfect of thefe 
capes is called Fleatkin, of which I 
fhall attempt a defcription, and 
along with it hepe to fend a draw- 


‘ing which my draftiman has taken 


from the beach below at the rifque 
of his neck ; for the approach from 
thefe promontories down to the 
fea is frightful beyond defcription, 
and requires not only a tlrong head, 


burt very confiderable bodily adi. 
vity to accomplifh it. 

“ The fummit of Pleatkin is 
covered with a thin grafly fod, 
under which lies the natural rock, 
having generally an uniform hard 
furface, fomewhut cracked and fhi- 
vered. At the depth of ten or 
twelve feet from the fummit, this 
rock begins to affume a columnar 
tendency, and forms a range of 
maffy pillarsof bafaltcs, which ftand 
perpendicular to the horifon, pre- 
fenting, in the fharp face of the 
premontory, the appearance of a 
magnificent gallery or colonade, 
upwards of fixty feet in height. 

‘¢ This colonade is fupported 
on a folid bafe of coarfe, black, 
irregular rock, near fixty feet thick, 
abounding in blebs and air holesg 
but though comparatively irregu- 
lar, it may be evidently obferved 
to affect a peculiar figure, tending 
in many places to run into regular 
forms, reiembiing the fhooting of 
falts and many other ‘ubftances 
during a hafty cryttallization. 

** Under this great bed of flone 
ftands a fecond range of pillars, 
hetween forty and fifty Bd in 
height, lefs grofs, and more fharp- 
y defined than thoie of the upper 

ory, many of them, on a clofe 
view, emulating even the neatnefs 
of the columns in the Giant's 
Caufeway. This lower range is 
borne on a layer of red ochre 
fiene, which ferves as a relief to 
fhew it to great advantage. 

‘¢ Thefe two admirable natural 
galleries, together with the inter- 
jacent mafs of irregular rock, 
form a perpendicular height of one 
hundred and feventy feet; from 
the bafe of which, the promontory, 
covered over with rock and grais, 
flopes down to the fea for the fpace 
of two hundred feet more, making 
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in all a mafs of near four hundred 
feet in height, which in beauty 
and variety of its colouring, in ele- 
gance and novelty of arrangement, 
and in the extraordinary magni- 
tude of its objects, cannot readily 
be rivalled by any thing of the 
kind at prefent known. 

‘¢ Though there are but two 
complete ranges of pillars which 
app ar in any of the promontories, 
yet it is not improbable that there 
may be many more in fucceffion, at 
various depths under ground; and 
this opinion is confirmed by co- 
lumnar marks which may be traced. 
in feveral rocks that lie in the fea. 
The Caufeway itfelf, which is fitu- 
ated at the bafe of one of thofe 
promontories, on the level of the 
beach, is one of thofe columnar 
beds that has been accidentally 
{tripped and wafhed by length of 
time and itorms. 

‘“* The pillars of this whole 
headland appear naturally to effect 
a perpendicular fituation, and in 
the few places where they lie in an 
inclined poflure, it feems to be the 
efiect of fome external caufe, 
which has deranged them trom 
their original difpofition. Indeed 
where the forms of crytiallization 
are imperfect, they may be feen to 
{hoot in various directions, and 
fometimes in irregular curves, but 
in moit of thefe inftances the co- 
lumnar outline is very rude and 
unfinifhed, 

‘* It is worth remarking, that 
the ranges of pillars are more per- 
fet in proportion as they lie deeper 
under ground; the fecond range in 
Pleatkin is evidently better finith- 
ed than the upper one, and contains 
much fewer irregularities in the 
grain of its ftone ; while the pillars 
of the Caufeway, which runs into 
the fea itfelf, have thll a greater 
fharpnefs in their figure, and are 

3706. 


more clofe and uniform in their 
texture. 

“* Such is the general outline of 
this great headland, which affords 
objects extremely inteveiting to 
every one who may with to ftudy 
natue in her bold and uncommon 
works. 

“ At the diftance of eight miles 
from hence (as I mentioned before) 
the promontory of Fairhead raifes 
its lofty fummit more than four 
hundred f et above the fea, forming 
the eaftern termination of Bally- 
cafile bay. It prefents to view a 
vatt compact mafs of rude colume 
nar ftones, the forms of which are 
extremely grofs, many of them 
being near one hundred and fifty 
feet in length, and the texture fo 
coarfe, as to refemble black fchorle 
ftane, rather than the clofe fine 

rain of the Giant’s Caufeway ba- 
Eultes. At the bate of thefe gigan- 
tic columns lies a wild waite of 
natural ruins, of an enormous fize, 
which in the courfe of fuccetfive 
ages have been tumbled down from 
their foundation by ftorms, or fome 
more powerful operations of na- 
tue. Thefe ae bodies have. 
fometimes withftood the thock of 
their fall, and often lie in groups 
and clumps of pi'lars, refembling 
many of the varieties of artificial 
ruins, and forming a very novel 
and ftriking landfcape. 

“ A favage wildnefs charaferi- 
zes this great promontory, ar the 
foot of which the ocean rages with 
uncommon fury. Scarce a fingle 
mark of vegetation has yet crept 
over the hard rock to diverlity 1’s 
colouring, but one uniform grey< 
nefs clothes the fcene all around. 
Upon the whole, it makes a fine 
contrait with the beautiful capes of 
Bengore, where the varied brown 
fhades of the pillars, enlivened 
by the red and ro tints —s 
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and grafs, calls a degree of life and 
cheerfulnefs over the different ob- 


jects. 


« Though I have amp gre | 
defcribed the bafalt pillars of thetfe 
two magnificent promontories, yet 
there are many other fimilar ar- 
rangements through this country, 
which, though lefs worthy of ad- 
miration as great objects, yet be- 
come extremely interefting when 
one wifhes to fearch minutely in- 
to the natural caufes which might 
have produced thefe extradrdinary 
pillars. 

“© The mountain of Dunmull, 
lying between Coleraine and the 
river Bufh, abounds in this fpecies 
of ftone, particularly at the craigs 
of Iflamore, where two different 
ranges of columns may be difcover- 
ed; and at moft of the quarries 
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which have occafionally been open- 
ed round the mountain. —They may 
be feen alfo at Dunluce hill, near 
the cafile of Dunluce :—in the bed 
of the river Bufh, near the bridge 
of Bufh-mills:—on the fummit of 
the mountain of Croaghmore :—in 
many parts of the high land over 
Ballintoy :—in the ifland of Ragh- 
ery; and various other places, 
through an extent of coaft about 
fifteen miles in length, and two ia 
breadth. 

‘¢ | fhall not at prefent delay you 
with a minute defciiption of cach 
of thefe, but may, in the courfe of 
my letters, take an opportunity to 
mention the general character of 
the face of this country, and any 
fingularities worthy notice, in the 
torms and fituation of its bafaltes,” 
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[From Hurrtey’s Account of fome Natural Curiofities in the Environs 
of Maruam, in Craven, YorksHIRE,] 


« Ifmounting at a neat little 
farm-houfe, at the en- 
trance of an expanfive vale, your 
attention immediately is arreited 
from the meanders of a rapid rivu- 
let, filled with concretions and pe- 
trifications, to the proud and furly 
front of an inacceffible mafs of fo- 
lid rock, impending towards the 
winding of a gloomy cavern, and 
feeming to prohibit your advance, 
*¢ The laft time [| paid my vows 
to the genius of this my native her- 
mitage ; wrapt in contemplation and 
lamenting the deflruction of many 
a variegated bloffom cropt by the 
indifcriminating hunger of the hag- 
gard goats, over my head among 
the cliffs one of them ftood and 
2 


feratched an ear upon a fhelf where 
1 would not have ftood ftock {till 


‘* For all beneath the moon.” 


“The gloomy melancholy day 
fuited well the favage afpect of the 
plice; and although my mind, 
trom the frequent adorations | have 
paid here, ought to have been proof 
againft furprize, yet, juft on turn- 
ing the corner of the fear where the 
fiffures hardly are afunder, and 
feem clofing directly over you — 
Good heavens! what was my atfo- 
nifhment !—‘* The Alps, the Py- 
renees, Killarney, Loch Lomond, 
or any other wonder of the kind at 
no time, (fays an eminent tourift 
and philofopher,) exhibit fuch_a 

chafm ;” 
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chafm :"—but at this inflant, a 
dreadful peal of thunder, which if 
I had not been ftupid beyond con- 
ception I ought to have been pre- 
pared for, burft upon me. 

«¢ Struck with indifcribable ter- 
tor and aftonifhment, the natural 
apprehenfions of initant deftruction 
being over, aman muft have been 
dead to rationality and reflection, 
whofe mind was not elated with im- 
mediate gratitude to the fupreme 
Architeét and Preferver of the uni- 
verte. 

‘In a brighter day, and without 
any hereditary veneration for the 

round, to a mind capable of be- 
ing impreffled with the grand and 
fublime of nature, this is a fcene 
which mutt infpire a pleafure chaf- 
tifed by aftonifhment and admira- 
tion. Perfonal fafety alfo infinu- 
ates itfelf into the various feelings 
where the eye and ear are fo tre- 
mendoutly affailed. 

‘ As foon as you are turned with- 
in the canopy, the fuperincumbent 
crags, and a ftupendous cataract 
gufhing impetuoufly through a pro- 
digious arch above 150 feet almof 
horizontally above you, proclaim 
again more fternly ** Huc ades fed 
non amplius.”—{fhe rock upon 
your left rifes perpendicularly, va- 
riegated indeed with yews mo ever- 
greens ftarting from its interftices 
and fhelves,» But thefe are not the 
thing :—TIt is the rock upon vour 
right, under which you fland to fee 
the Fall, which forms the principal 
horror of the place. 
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*¢ From its very bafe it bezins to 
flope forwards over you in one black 
onl afl canopy, and overfhadows 
above half the area below its tre- 
mendous roof. When you ftand 
five or fix yards diftant from its 
foot, the drops which are inceffant- 
ly diftilling from its brow fall upon 
your head, and in one part of its 
top more expofed to the weather, 
there are feveral loofe ftones which 
feem hanging in the air, and threat- 
en you with immediate annihilation. 

‘¢ It appears fafer however to 
fhelter yourfelf clofe under irs bafe, 
and trutt to the mercy of that en- 
ormous mafs which nothing but an 
earthquake can remove. 

*¢ From the bottom of this right- 
hand cleft to its fummir, which o- 
verhangs its bafe above twenty 
yards, is 240 fect; but above this 
point there are three other rows of 
receding rocks, confronting a fimi- 
lar range on the oppolite fide the 
chafm, from which, if a line was 
drawn acrofs, the central height 
from the rivulet would be above 
300 yards. 

‘© If any thing can increafe the 
natural folemnity. of this vaft and 
tremendous gulf, it is the mourn- 
ful folitary fereaming of the eagle 
tribe and the ill-boding croakings 
of the ravens, which if they are 
not beyond your fight arrest foar- 
ing fo high amid the clouds as if 
they were inhabitants of fome lof- 
tier region, taking a furvey of the 
world below them.” 


ANTI- 








or wali - a on 


Dntien a eee + 


ae 





“ HE bards derived their ori- 
gin from remote antiquity, 
and were ever held in high eftima- 
tion Mankind have been carly led 
to poetical compofitions. Agree- 
able founds would firike at firit e- 
very ear, but poetry was neceflary 
to give thofe founds a lafting effect. 
Verfe was mide ule of to preierve 
the memory of remarkable events 
and great actions. The religious 
ceremonies of nations, their man- 
mers, and rural labours, were alfo 
recorded in numbers. Hence it was 
that Greece could boaft of a Ho- 
mer, a Hefiod, and many other po- 
ets, feveral ages before an hiftori- 
an had written in profe. Among 
the Gauls alfo, and other Celtic 
nations, there were poems com- 
pofed on various fubjects trom the 
earlicft ages. 
It is difficult to fix the etymole- 
of the name deirdh, unleis de- 
nved from dar, which figniiies fx- 
ry; and, no doubt, has fome ana- 
Jogy to that poetic fury, or enthu- 
fiaim, with which the poets fancied 
themfelves, or might feign to be 
infpired. Diodorus Siculus is the 
firit author among the ancients, who 
makes mention of the bards, as 
compofers of verfes; which they 
fung to the harp, and other inftru- 
ments of mufic; celebrating the 
praifes of heroes, or chaftifing vi- 
cious characters with fatirigal io- 
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A SKETCH of the WELSH BARDS. 


(From WarrinGron’s History of WaxEs.] 


vectives. Ammianus Marcellinus 
fays, it was the province of the 
bards to fing, in heroic verfe fet to 
mufical notes of the harp, the at- 
chievements ef illuftrious mea, 
There is a paflage of Poffidonius, 
cited by Athenzeus, which defcribes 
the Celiic princes going to war, 
having bards in their train; who 
celebrated the praifes of their chief- 
tains in verle, which they fung to 
the peeple. 

«+ Great refpe&t was paid by all 
the northern nations to their bards, 
as they not only publifhed their re- 
nown to the world, but configned 
their fame to poflerity, It is faid, 
that this order of men were never 
guilty of flattery, and never lavith- 
ed their praifes on heroes, or even 
on kings themfelves, unlefs deferv- 
ed by their gallant exploits. 

“ Though the order of the bards 
was common to the Celtic nations, 
no veftige of them remains but ar 
ming the Welth, the Irith, and the 
ancient Caledonians. 

‘6 On the invafions of the Picts, 
the Scots, and the Saxons, and on 
the decline of the Britifh empire, 
many poetical compofitions were 
deftroyed, with other ancient re- 
cords; hence the writings of the 
bards, and thofe of the early hif- 
torians are exceedingly fcarce. Nen- 
nius, who wrote in the ninth cen- 
tury, and in the seign of prince 

Mertyn, 
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Merfyn, is the firft of our Britith 


hiitorians, who mentions the bards. 
He fays, that Talhaiarn was famous 
for poetry, that Aneurin, and Ta- 
lefin, Llywarch-hen and Cian, 
flourifhed ar the fame period. Of 
thefe bards, the works only of 
ihree are extant; thofe of Ancurin, 
of Taliefin, and Liywarch-hen. 
‘The writings of the other bards be- 
ing loft, we can only bring Nenni- 
us as an evidence in their praie, 
who afferts that the bards of his 
age were men of excellent geni- 
us. The poems which are extant 
contain many things deferving of 
notice, and throw a great light up- 
en the hiftorical events of that age. 
At the fame time they are difficult 
to be underftood, owing in part to 
the carelefine!s of tranfcribers, and 
in part to the language of itielf, be- 
come obfolete from its very great 
antiquity. Aneurin, to whem his 
country gave the honourable dif- 
tinction of Mychdeirn-Beirdh, or 
monarch ef the bards, in a poem 
entitled Gododin, relates that he 
had been engaged in a battle againtt 
the Saxons. Taliefin, called like- 
wife Pen-Beirch, or the prince of 
the bards, refided at the courts of 
Maelgwyn Gwynedh, aad Urien 
Reged, prince of Cumberland. 
Llywarch-hen, or the aged, who 
was kinfman to the laft mentioned 
prince, was himfeif a fovereign in 
a part of Cumbria, and had paffed 
his youthful days in the court of 
king Arthur There are extant 
fome manufcript poems of his, 
wherein he recites that he was dri- 
ven by the Saxons into Powis, that 
he had twenty-four fons, all of 
whom were dittinguifhed by golden 
torquefes, and that they all died in 
defence of their country. Befides 
thote already mentioned, there were 
other bards who flourifhed during 
this period, the moit eminent of 


WELSH BARDS. [133] 


whom was Merddin Wyllt, who 
compofed a poem called Afallenau, 
or the Orchard. 

“From the fixth to the tenth 
century, it is difficult to meet with 
any of the writings of the bards, 
owing, it is probable, to the devaf- 
tations of war, and to the civil dif- 
fenfions among the Welth. 

*¢ Such was the refpect in which 
the bards were held, that it was en- 
acted by a law of Howel Dha, that 
whoever fhould ftrike any one of 
this order muft compound for the 
offence, by paying to the party ag- 
grieved one fourth more than was 
neceflary to be paid to any other 
perfon of the fame degree. The 
election of the bards was made e- 
very year, in an -flembly of the 
princes and chieftains of the coun- 
try; in which they were afligned 
precedence, and emolument fuitable 
to their merit; but the bard mott 
highly diftinguifhed tor his talents 
was folemnly chaired, and had like- 
wi'e a badge given him of a filver 
chair. This congrefs of the bards 
was moft ufually held at the three 
royal refidences of the princes of 
Wales; the fovereign himfelf pre- 
fiding in that affembly. 

‘© There were three different 
claffes of this order in Wales. The 
firit was called Beirdhs, and were 
the compofers of verfes and odes in 
various meafures; it was neceflary 
that thefe fhould poffefs a yenius for 
poctry, and that genius tinétured 
with a high degree of enthufiafm. 
They were likewife the recorders 
of the arms of the Welfh gentry, 
and the grand repofitories of the 
genealogies of families. This clafs 
was accounted the moft honourable, 
and was high in the public eflima- 
tion. The fecond clafs, called 
Minftrels, were performers upon in- 
ftruments, chiefly the harp and the 
crwth, The third were they who 
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fung to thofe inftruments, and were 
called Datgeiniaid. 

“In the reign of Gryffydh ap 
Cynan, a law was enacted to af- 
certain the privileges of the bards 
and minfrels, and to reftrain their 
licentious manners. This ftatute 
prefcribed the emoluments each was 
to receive, as weil as the perfons on 
whom fuch emoluments were im- 
p fed. It was likew.fe enacted, that 
neither the bards nor the minttrels 
fhould lead the lives of vagabonds, 
nor fing verf-s in houfes of. public 
refort; that they fhould not be in 
toxicated with liquor, or be quar. 
relfome perfons, or be addi¢ted to 
women; and that they fliould nei- 
ther be thieves themfelves, nor be 
the companions of fuch ; they were 

rohibited likewife from entering 
into any houfe, or making fatirical 
fongs on any perfon, without the 
licence of the parties concerned. 
If a bard or a ininitrel fhould vio- 
late thefe refiraints in their con- 
duct, by a fingular and unexampl- 
ed feverity, every man was made 
an Officer of juitice, and was au- 
thorifed not only to arreft and to 
punith difcreionally, but to teize 
on whatever property the offender 
had about him. This ftatute, the 
feverity of which in fome degree 
points out its neceflity, has been 
frequently put in force by the 
reigning authority of the country, 
as appears by feveral coma iffions 
directing the better regulation of 
the order. 

‘From this time under the au- 
{picious prote¢ion of the Welth 
princes, many excellent bards a- 
rote. Meilir, who was the bard of 
Gryfiydh ap Cynan, was alfo em- 
ployed in a military chara¢ter, and 
was fent by that prince to tranfact 
a negociation in England. Gwalch- 
mai t'e fon of Meilir, in a poem 
entiticd Gorhoffedd, glories that he 
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had defended the marches of Wales 
againft the Englith. Cynddelw 
Brydydd Mawr, or Cynddelw the 
great bard, was a perfon eminent for 
his valour, and lived in the court 
of Madoc ap Meredydh the prince 
of Powis. 

‘* From the time of Owen Gwy. 
nedh, to the death of that great 
prince the laft | lewelyn, feveral 
bards flourifhed of diftinguifhed ta- 
lencs; the moft eminent of whom 
was Llywarch nbd ig gat hinge 
who has celebrated in many odes 
the victories of Llewelyn the Great; 
likewife Dafydh Pentras, Daniel 
ap Llofgurn Mew, and Llewelyn 
Furdd ap Cyward. Cotemporary 
with thefe flourifhed Philip Bry- 
dydh, who was an eminent bard in 
Cardigan. 

‘Tyranny having erected her 
banner in Wales, by the cruel po- 
licy of Edward, in the maffacre of 
the bards, that ancient ieat of free- 
dom and of poetry, was for a long 
time deprived of the exercife of 
their talents. 

« During the fpirited, and fora 
time the profperous infurre¢tion of 
Owen Glendwrdwy, the Mutes, a- 
gain appeared in the country: en- 
couraged by the muniticence of that 
leader, cod animated by the tranf- 
tory ray which hac dawned upon 
liberty. Among the number of 
thofe bards who appeared at the 
court of Glendwrdwy, was Ilo 
Goch, who pare sc 4 in a high 
ftrain of culogy, the magnificence 
and the victories of his patron. At 
the fame time flourifhed Datydh ap 
Gwilim, a native of Caerdigan. 

‘¢ The Welfh, having made the 
laft effort for their expiring free- 
dom, funk into a ftate of flavery, 
the moft deep and fevere. The bards 
were prohibited by law from mak- 
ing their annual progrefs, and from 
hold:ng public afflemblies; which 
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privileges were called by the natives 
clera and cymhortha. During this 
dark period, and the contett be- 
tween the houfes of York and Lan- 
cafter, the genius of poetry was 
nearly extinguifhed, or was only 
employed in foothing the mifery of 
the times by obfcure predictions of 
more profperous days. 

“A brighter profpe% opening 
on the Welfh in the reign of Hen- 
ry the Seventh, a feries of bards 
from this time arofe; who, being 
chiefly maintained in the families 
of the chieftains, afvertained the 
genealogies ; and, the caufes of re- 
citing warlike exploits having ceaf- 
ed, they celebrated the civil virtues 
of their patrons, their magnanimi- 
ty, their hofpitable fpirit, their ta- 
lents, and the graces of their per- 
fons. They, likewife, amidft other 
duties, had the mournful office of 
compofing an elegy en the death of 


the chieftain in whofe family they 
refided ; which was fung tothe fur- 
viving relations in honour of the 
dead; reciting the noble families 
from which thedeceafed had {prung, 
and the great actions performed by 
himfelf or his anceftors. 

** Since the reign of queen Eli- 
zabeth, there has not been any re- 
gular affembly of the bards. ‘The 
motives of emulation and reward 
being thus removed, and the fpirit 
of ancient freedom being extin- 
guifhed, the poetic fire, for which 
this nation had been fo renowned, 
gradually declined. But fome {parks 
of that ancient fire yet remain a- 
mong the Welfh, which in feafons 
of teftivity, break out into a fingu- 
lar kind ot poetry, called Pennyll; 
and which, as a native art, may 
long furvive, though time, orthe in- 
fluence of Engiifh manners, fhould 
erafe every other original trait. 
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aa HE Royal Houfehold con- 
fitied of the following of- 
ficers and domettics. 

“The Mailer of the Palace. He 
was fometimes the heir apparent, 
always of the royal blood. His 
authority extended to every perfon 
ot the houfehold, and when any of 
them fell under the king’s dif- 
pleaiure, this officer entertained 
him till a reconciliation was ef 
fected. He received a fhare of all 
military plunder, and, on three 
feitivals in the year, was obliged by 
his office to deliver the harp into 
the hands of the domettic bard. 
He was alfo, it is probable, the 
king’s treafuver. 


« The Domeftic Chaplain, was 
by his office appointed to fay grace, 
to celebrate mals, and to be cone 
fulted in matters of confcience, 
He was alfo fecretary to the king, 
and to the principal court of juf- 
tice. In the king’s abfence, the 
domefiic chaplain, the judge of the 
palace, and the fteward of the 
houfehold, fupported the royal dig- 
nity, and exercifed the authority 
annexed to it, 

‘¢ The Steward of the Houfehold, 
fuperintended the inferior domettics ; 
receiving, among other emoluments, 
the fkins of lambs, kids, and tawns, 
and all other cieatures from an ox 
to an eel, killed for the ufe of the 

44 king’s 
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king’s kitchen. He was the king’s 
tafter ; and drank, but did not eat, 
at the king’s table. He ditiributed 
among the houfehold their wages, 
ke afhgned them proper teats in the 
hall of che palace, and allotted the 
apartments where they were to 
lodge. 

«“ The Mafter of the Hawks, 
was required to fleep near his birds: 
he had his bed in the king’s gra- 
nary, where they were kept, and 
not in the palaée, left they fhould 
be injured by the fmoke. He was 
reftricted to a certain meafure of 
mead and ale, that he might not 
neglect his duty. In fpring he had 
the fkin of a hind, and in autumn 
that of a flag, fur gloves to guard 
his hands, and thongs for the 
gefles of his hawks. Jhe eagle, 
the crane, the hawk, the falcon, 
and the raven, were conlide'ed as 
royal birds ; when any of theie 
were killed without authority, a 
fine was paid to the king. The 
king owed three fervices to the mat- 
ter of the hawks ; on the day when 
he took a curheu, a hern, or a 
bittern. He held the horfe of this 
officer while he took the bird, held 
his flirrup while he mounted and 
difinounted ; and that night ho- 
noured him likewife with three 
different prefents. If the king was 
not in the field, he rofe from his 
feat to receive this officer upon his 
return; or if he did not rife, he 
gave him the garment he then 
wore. 

“The Judge of the Palace. The 
court in which this judge prefided 
was the piincipal court of Wales. 
It is fuid that he always lodged in 
the hall of the palace, and that the 
cufhion on which the king was 
feared in the day, ferved for his pil- 
low at night. On this appoint- 
ment, he received an ivory chefs- 
board from the king, a gold ring 






from the queen, and another egli 
ring from the domettic bard. whict 

he always hept as the infignia of 
his office. When he entered» op 
departed out of the palace, the 
great gate was opened for hip 

that his dignity might not be de. 
graded by pailing under a Wicker, 
Fle verermined the rank and dut 

ot the fevers] ofticers of the houfe. 
hold. He decided poetical contefts ; 
and received from the victorious 
bard, whom he rewarded with a 
filver chair, the badge of poetical 
pre-eminence, a gold-rieg, 2 “ink 
ing horn, and a cufhion. It com 
plaint was made to the king, that 
the judge of the palace had pro» 
nounced an unjuft fentence, and 
the accufation was proved. he was 
then fcrever deprived of his office, 
and condemned to lofe his tongue, 
or pay the uiual ranfom for that 
member. The other judges were 
alfo fubiedt to thefe fevere but fa 
lutary conditions. A perfon igno. 
rant of the laws, whom the king 
defigned to make his principal 
judge, was required to refide pre- 
vioufly for a whole year in the 
palace, that he might obtain from 
the other judges, who reforted 
thither from the country, a compe- 
tent knowledge of his duty and 
profefiion. During this year, the 
difficult caufes which occurred, 
were flated and referred by him to 
the king ; at the expiration of this 
term he was to receive the facra- 
ment from the hands of the do- 
metftic chaplain, and to fwear at the 
altar that he would never know- 
ingly pronounce an unjuft fentence, 
nor never be influenced by bribes 
or intieaties, hatred or affection; 
he was then placed by the hing 
in his feat, and invefted with the 
judicial authority ; and afterwards 
received prefents from the whole 


houfehold. It was reckoned as 
t 
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the remarkable and peculiar cuf- 
tons of the Welfh, that the tongues 
of #ll animals flaughtered for the 
houfehold were given to the judge 

‘the palace. 

. 4 The Matter of the Horfe. His 
lodging was near the royal itables 
and granary ; and it was his duty 
to make an equal diftribution of 
rovender among the royal horfes. 
on every perfon on whom the 
hing had beftowed one of his horfes, 
this officer received a prefent. ‘To 
him and to his equerrics belonged 
all colts, not two years old, in- 
cluded in the king’s fhare of {poils 
taken in war. ‘To him alfo be- 
longed the riding caps, faddles, 
bridles, and fpurs, which the king 
had ufed and laid afide, The fpurs, 
we are told, were of gold, filver, 
and brafs. It was part of his 
duty, to produce the horfe belong- 
ing to the judge of the palace in 
good condition and in his complete 
furniture. The judge, in return 
for this care, inftructed him in the 
nature of his rank and privileges. 
The extent of his protection was 
the diftance to which the {fwifteft 
horfe in the king’s tables could 
run. 

‘© The Chamberlain, was obliged 
to eat and fleep in the king’s private 
apartment, which he was appointed 
to guard. It was his duty to fill, 
and prefent to the king, his drink- 
ing horn; and to keep alfo his 
plate and rings, for all of which 
he was accountable. When the 
king’s bed-furniture and wearing 
apparel were laid afide, they were 
eiven to the chamberlain. If a 
po, walking in the king’s cham- 
xr at night, without a light in his 
hand, happened to be flain, the 
laws gave no compenfation for his 
death. . 

‘* The Domeflic Bard, was con- 
fidered as next in rank to the chief 


bard of Wales. He was obli 

at the queen’s command, to fin 
in her own chamber, three different 
pieces of poetry fet to mufic, but 
in a low voice, that the court might 
not be diiturbed in the hall. At hia 
appointment he received a harp 
trom the king, and a gold ring 
from the queen. On three great 
feftivals in the year, he received 
and wore the garments of the 
fteward of the houfchold, and at 
thofe entertainments fat next to the 
matter of the palace. He accom- 
pamied the army when they march- 
ed into the enemies country; and 
when they prepared for battle, he 
{ung before them an ancient poena 
called Unbenniaeth Prydain, or the 
Monarchy of Britain; and for this 
fervice was rewarded with the moft 
valuable beatts of the plunder 
which they brought back from thefe 
incurfions. 

‘“* An Officer to command Si- 
lence. This he performed firft by 
his voice, and afterwards by flrik- 
ing with his rod of office a pillar 
near which the domeflic chaplain 
ufually fat; and to hima fine was 
due for every ditturbance in the 
court. He took charge of the 
implements of hufbandry, and of 
the flocks and herds belonging to 
the king’s demefne, in the abfence 
of the bailiff, or during the vacanc 
of his place. He was sie acak- 
lector of the royal revenues, 

‘© The Matter of the Hounds, 
In the hunting feafon he was en- 
tertained, together with his fervants 
and dogs, by the tenants who held 
lands in villanage from the king. 
Hinds were hunted from the mid- 
dle of February to Midfummer, and 
ftags from that time to the middle 
of O&ober. From the ninth day 


of November to the cud of that 
month, he hunted the wild boar, 
On the firft day of November he 

broughe 
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brought his hounds and all the 
hunting apparatus for the king’s 
in{pection : and then the fkins of 
the animals he had killed in the 
preceding feafon were divided, ac- 
cording to a fettled proportion, be- 
tween the king, himfelf, and his 
attendants. A little befure Chniit- 
mas he returned to the court, to 
fupport his rank and enjoy his 
privileges. During his refidence 
at the palace he was lodged in the 
kiln-houfe, where corn was pre. 
pared by fire for the dogs. His 
bugle was the horn of an ox, va- 
lued at one pound. Whenever his 
oath was required, he fwore by 
his horn, hounds, and leafhes. 
Early in the morning before he 
put on his boots; and then on- 
ty, he was lable to be cited to 
appear before a court of judicature, 
The mafier of the hounds, or any 
other perfon who fhared with the 
king, had a right to divide, and 
the king ¢o choofe. It was his duty, 
to accompany the army on its 
march with his horn ; and to found 
the alarm, and the fignal of battle. 
His protection extended to any di- 
fiance which the found of his horn 
could reach. The laws declared, 
that the beaver, the martin, and 
the ftoat were the king’s, where- 


ever killed; and that with the 
furry fkin of thefe animals his 
robes were to be bordered. ‘The 


legal price of a beaver’s fkin was 
fated at ten fhillings. 

“The Mecd or Mead-brewer. 
This liquor, which was the wine 
commonly ufed by the Welth, was 
made with honey mixed in a vat 
with boiling water, and fpiced. 
The wax feparated by this procefs 
trim the honey, was partly given 
to the mead-brewer, and partly ap- 
pled to the ufes of the hall, which 
was the refectory of the palace, and 
te thofe of the queen’s dining a- 
partment, 








*¢ The Phyfician of 
hold, was alfo a practitioner of 
furgery. In flight cates he cured 
the king’s domettics without a fe 
When he healed a common wean 
he claimed the torn and blood 
garments of the wounded perfon 
When the brain was laid open the 
bowels in fight, ora thich, leg or 
arm was fractured, he received ue 
pound for the cure. He was eq. 
utled to a bond trom the family 
of his patien's, by which he was 
indemn fied, if death enfued fiom 
his prefcriptions ; if he did not take 
this precaution, and the patient 
happened to die, he was liable toa 
legal profecution. He always ate 
tended the army on its march, 

‘6 The Cup-bearer, had charge 
of the mead-cellar, and filled and 
prefent:d the drinking horns. 

*¢ The Door keeper, whofe duty 
it was to carry meflages to the 
king and his court.  Hiis flation 
and lodging was the gate-houf. He 
was required to know perfonally all 
the officers of the houfehold, that 
he might not refufe admittance to 
any of them, which refufal was 
contidered and punithed as a viola- 
tion of privilege. If he deferred 
his poil, and happened to receive 
any infult, he could obtain on 
thit account no compenfatien. He 
cleared the way betore the king, 
and with his rod kept off the crowd, 
He preterved the hall of the palace 
free from intruders, and did not fit, 
but kneel in the king’s prefence. 
The door-keeper of the palace, 
and the door kecper of the royal 
chamber, lodged with the gate 
keeper in the gate-houte. 

“« The Cook, to whofe office ap- 
pertained the fkins of all animals 
flaughtered for the ufe of the kitch- 
en. He always carried the lait dith 
out of the kitchen, and placed t 
before the king, who immediately 


rewarded him with meat and drink. 
“ The 


the Houfe. 
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«¢ The Sconce-bearer, who held 
wax tapers when the king fat in 
the hall, and carried them before 
him when he retired to his chamber. 

«“ The Steward to the Queen ; 
this officer was alfo her tatier, He 
fuperintended her domeitics, and 
was entertained at her table. 

« The Qveen’s Chaplain, who 
was alfo he: fecretary, and received 
afee tor every grant or inftrument 
which bore her feal. He was alfo 
entertained in her dining apart- 
ment, and fat oppofite to her at 
table. He was entitled by his of- 
fice to the penitential robes which 
the queen wore during Lent. — He 
lodged together wih the king $ 
chaplain, in the facriftan’s houie. 

“© The Mafter of the Horfe to 
the Queen, was in feveral refpects 
upon the fame footing with the 
king’s officer of the fame name. — 

‘© The Queen’s Chamberlain, 
tranfacted every bufinefs between 
her apartment and the kali, and 
kept her wardrobe. His lodging 
was near the royal chamber, that 
he might be at hand whenever he 
was wanted. 

‘© ‘The Woman of the Queen’s 
chamber, whofe office it was to 
fleep fo near her mittrefs as to be 
uble to hear her fpeak though ina 
whifper. She was entitled to the 
queen’s linen, hair-laces, fhoes, 
bridles, and faddles, when they 
were laid afide. 

‘*¢ The Door-keeper to the queen, 
lo'ved in the gate-houfe. 

‘* The Queen’s Cook. 

“ ‘Lhe Queen’s Sconce- bearer. 

* The Groom of the Rein, who 
when the mafter of the horte was 
ablent, fupplied his place. He 
kd the king’s horfe to and from 
the fiables, brought out his arms, 
held his flirrup when he mounted 
or difmounted, and ran by his fide 
as his page. 
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** An officer to fupport the 
king’s fect at banquet’s: he was 
the foot-itool of his throne; gnd 
the guard of his perfon. There 
was one in every cantred, 

*¢ The Bailitt of the King’s De» 
meine. It was his province to judge 
and to punith the king’s private 
vailals, and to him their heriots 
and amercements were paid. The 
fervants of the chancellor and the 
olicers of revenue drove into his 
cuflody the tribute cattle, and by 
him the king’s houfehold was fup- 
plied with provifion. 

‘“¢ The Apparitor, as an officer of 
the houfehold, ttood between the 
two pillars in the ha!l, and had the 
charge of the palace during enter- 
tainments, that it might not fuffer 
any damage by fire or otherwife, 
He appeared likewife in another 
capacity, conveying the fummonfes 
and citations of the principal court 
of juitice. He carried a rod or 
wand as the badge of his office, and 
claimed entertainment at every 
houfe to which he was fent: when 
the judges were fitting, it was the 
apparitor’s duty to filence, or take 
into cuftody, thofe offenders who 
disturbed the court. 

* The Gate-keeper claimed by 
cuftom a fhare of feveral things 
carried through the gate-houfe to 
the palace. State prifoners were 
committed to his cuttody. He acted 
as apparitor in the king’s demefne. 
He provided itraw for the beds 
and other ufes ot the houfehold, and 
took care that the fires were 
lighted. 

“* The Watch-man of the palace 
was a gentleman who guarded the 
king’s perfon while he flept. To 
him were given, as fymbols of his 
duty, the cyes of all animals 
flaughtered for the u'e of the palace 
kitchen. When the king and the 
houfehold retired to refit, a horn 
was 











was founded which was a fignal to 
the watchman to go upon duty. 
Ip the morning, when the palace 
gate was opened, he was relieved. 
From that time ull the horn was 
founded again at night, he was 
permitted to fleep, and was under 
no neceflity of performing any 
other fervice, unlefs he voluntarily 
undertook it for a reward. If he 
was found negligent or afleep dur- 
ing his watch, he was fubject to 
heavy punifhments. 

«© The Wood-man procured fuel 
for the ufes of the houfehold. He 
alfo flaughtered the cattle for the 
royal kitchen with his axe. 

*¢ The Baker Woman. 

«© The Palace-fmith was obliged 
to work without a reward for the 
houfehold, except when he made a 
boiling pot, the point of a fpear, 
the wood-man’s axe, the iron work 
of the gate of the palace, or royal 
caftle, and the iron work of the 
mill. It was his duty to ftrike off 
the fhackles of prifoners releafed 
by the court of juftice, and he re- 
ceived a fce for that fervice. No 
other {mith was allowed to exercife 
his trade in the fame commot with 
himie!f without his permiilion. 

* The Laundrefs. 

*6 The Chiet Mufician was chofen 
into and feated in the chair of 
mufic, for his fuperior fkill in that 
feience, by the feilion of the bards 
at the end otf every third year. 
When his term expired, if he had 
maintained his fuperiority he was 

re-chofen. He was the only per- 
fon, except the domettic bard, who 
was allowed to perform in the king’s 
prefence. He was lodged in one 


of the apartments belonging to the 
heir apparent. 


In the hall he far 
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next to 
When tis Me den 7 Palace, 
er - © hear Mu. 
fic, the chief mufician fung to the 
harp two poems ; one in praife of 
the Almighty, the other in honoy; 
of princes and of their exploits; 
atter which a third poem was funs 
by the domettic bard. His emohi. 
ments arofe out of fees given by 
brides on their nuptials, and from 
thofe of novices in mufic, when 
they were admitted to the practice 
of their art. The Welfh bards 
accompanied their fongs with the 
harp, the crwth and the flute 
They frequently addrefled poems 
to their princes and lords, in which 
they afked for prefents, fuch as a 
horte, a bull, a iword, ora gar. 
ment, and they were feldom, if 
ever, refufed. The controller of 
the revenues had the priviiege of 
bringing three guefts to banquets 
in the palace. ‘1 his officer and the 
chancellor received «ll the honey, 
the fith, and wild creatures, which 
were paid as tributes, or forfeited 
tothe king. They alfo receiveda 
third part of the income aniing 
to the king from his tenanis in vil- 
lanage. 

“ Thefe were the different off- 
cers, of whom the royat houfehold 
was compofed. They were free- 
hclders by their offices, and in 
conf: quence of this they all enjoyed 
the right of protection, by which 
they granted criminals a temporary 
fafety. On the heads of thet 
perions, and on all their members, 
a price was fixed by the laws. 
They received for their wearing 
apparel woollen cloth from the 
king, and linen from the queen 
They were all called together by a 
horn.” 
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MILITARY ESTABLISHMENT of the ANGLO-SAXONS, 


{ From the Firft Volume of Grose’s Mrtitrary ANTIQUITIES. } 


“ Y the Saxon laws, every 

B freeman of an age capable 
of bearing arms, and not incapa- 
citated by any bodily infirmity, was, 
in cafe of a foreign invafion, in- 
ternal infurrection, or other emer- 
gency, obliged tv join the army, 
that being one of the three fervices 
comprifed under the title of the 
trinoda neceflitas ; thefe were, at- 
tending perfonally in war for the 
defence ot the nation, working at 
and contributing to the building of 
the public caitles and fortrefles, 
and repairing bridges and high- 
ways. 

*¢ In forming their armies the 
following regulations were obferv- 
ed: all fuch as were qualified to 
bear arms in one family, were led 
to the field by the head of that 
family. Every ten families made 
a tything, which was commanded 
by the borfholder in his military 
capacitv ftiled conductor. Ten 
tythings contiitured an hundred ; 
the foldiers of each hundred were 
led by the chief maygiltrate of the 
hundred, fometimes called the hun 
dredary. Several hundreds formed 
a trything, which was commanded 
by the officer, called a trything- 
man; and the force of the country 
or fhire, was commanded by the 
hertoch, dux, or duke, and he by 
the king, or an officer called the 
kynings hold, i. e. the kings lieu- 
tenant or general, which office 
laited only during the war. In 
times of peace, or when the king 
did not think it neceffary to have 
a general, the militia rema ned 


under the command ot the dukes of 
each county. 
‘* Every landholder was obliged 


to keep armour and weapons ac- 
cording to his rank and poffeffions ; 
thefe he might neither fell, lend, 
nor pledge, nor even alienate from 
his heirs. In order to initruct them 
in the ufe of arms, they had their 
{tated times for performing their 
military exercife; and once in a 
year, ufually in the f{pring, there 
was a general review of arms, 
throughout each county, 

“© The clergy were exempted 
from perional military fervices, nox 
only as being contrary to their pro- 
feflion, but likewile that they 
might the better attend to theas 
religious duties. Their eftates, 
though held in franc almoigne, 
were however chargeable to the tri- 
noda necetlitas, the only impofition 
to which they were liable. 

‘* The greater part of the Anglo 
Saxon forces confifted of infantry ; 
the cavalry was chiefly compofed 
of the Thanes, and fuch men of 
property as kept horfes. 

‘¢ The Saxon cavalry are fre- 
quently delineated in ancient ilue 
minations as riding without fiir- 
rups, with no other defenfive ar- 
mour than a helmet; their wea- 
pon a fpear. It js neverthelefs 
certain, that defenfive armour was 
worn by their officers and great 
men about the time ot the Norman 
conquett, 

‘* Their infantry feem to have 
been of two forts, the heavy and 
light-armed. The firft are repre- 
fented with helmets made of the 
fkins of beafts, the hair outwards, 
large oval convex fhields, with 
{pikes projecting from the boffes, 
long and very brosd fwords, and 
fpeais. The light-infantry with 
{pears 





fj only, and fome no other 
oid io a fword, befides which, 
different hiftories relate that they 
alfo ufed clubs, battle-axes, or 
bills, and javelins, the latter they 
darted with great dexterity, and then 
inttantly came to clofe fight. The 
drefs of both horfe and foot, was a 
tunic with fleeves, the {kirts reach- 
ing down to the knees, the horfe- 
men wore fpurs with only one 
int. 

‘© The kings commonly wore 
their crowns in battle, which alfo 
in fome meafure anfwered the pur- 
pofe of a helmet. 

“ The Anglo-Saxon mode of 
drawing up their armies, was in 
one large denfe body, furrounding 
their ftandard, onl placing their 
foot with their heavy battle-axes in 
the front. 

s¢ By the laws of king Edward the 
Confetlor, any man who from 
cowardice abandoned his lord, or 
fellow-foldiers, whilft under the 
command of the hertoch, in any 
expedition by land or fea, forfeited 
both his life and property, and his 
lord might refume any lands he had 
formerly granted him. He who 
was flain in war fighting before 
his lord, either at home or abroad, 
all payments due for reliefs on his 
eftates were remitted to his heirs, 
who were to enjoy bis lands and 
money without any diminution, 
and might divide it among them. 

“© The introduction of the feu- 
dal fyftem, which took place in 
this kingdom about the year 1086, 
gave a very confiderable change 
to the military etilablifhment of the 
nation. ‘This alteration in the 
conftitution, was not, it is faid, 
eflected by the fole power of king 
William, but was adopted with the 
confent of the great council of the 
realm, aflembled at Sarum, where 
all the principal landholders fub- 
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jected their poffelfions to mitj 
fervices, became the kiny’s vafal 
. ; a 
and did I A and {wore fe, 
to his perfon for the lands held of 
him, as fuperior lord and original 
proprietor, But when it is conf. 
dered, that the great land-holders 
at that meeting were mott of them 
Normans, the friends and followers 
of the king, on whom he had be. 
ftowed the eftates taken from the 
Englith; the fuffrage of fach an 
affembly, though freely obtained 
will fcarce juftify the meafure being 
deemed a national choice. . 

*¢ By this fyitem all the lands 
of the realm were confidered as 
divided into certain portions, each 
producing an annual revenue, 
ftyled a knight’s fee. Our ancient 
lawyers are not agreed as to the 
quantity of land, or fum of money 
of which it contifted ; it indeed 
feems to have varied at different 
periods ; however, in the reigns of 
Henry II. and Edward II, a 
knight’s fee was ftated at 2ol. per 
annum, the number of knight's 
fees in this kingdom was eftimated 
at fixty thoufand. 

‘¢ By the feudal law, every te- 
nant in capite, that is every perfon 
holding immediately from the king, 
the quantity of land amounting to 
a knight’s fee, was bound to hold 
himfelf in readinefs, with horfe 
and arms to ferve the king in his 
wars, either at home or abroad, at 
his own expence, for a ttated time, 
generally forty days in a year, to 
be reckoned from the time of join- 
ing the army. Perfons holding 
more or lefs, were bound to do du- 
ty in proportion to their tenures, 
thus one poffeffed of but half a fee, 
was to perform fervice for twenty 
days only. The lands of the church 
were not exempt, but ecclefiaflics 
were generally indulged with per- 
forming their fervice by deputies. 
Although 
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Although fometimes their perfonal 
appearance was infitted on, poifibly 
from a fuppolition that their pre- 
fence with the army would give a 
confidence to the foldiers, and a 
fanction to the caule, etfects not 
unlikely in thofe days of fupertfti- 
tion ; or perhaps the inttance here 
articularly alluded to, was occa- 
fioned by jome new contrivance of 
the clergy, tv avoid the perform. 
ance of their military fervices, by 
calling a Convocation. 

«“ The tervice being accomplifh- 
ed, the tenant was at liberty te re- 
turn home; if he or his followers 
afterwards continued to ferve with 
the army, they were paid by the 
hing : certificates trom the conita- 
ble or marfhal were fometimes re- 
quired, in proof that a knight had 
duly performed his fervice. 

“Ifa tenant in capite, or knight, 
could not perform his fervice in 
perfon, through ficknefs, being a 
minor, or any other caufe, he ob- 
tained leave to fend fome able per- 
fon in his ftead, an indulgence for 
which it was often neceffiry to fine 
to the hing, a fine being in the lan- 
guage of thofe days, not only an 
amercement for an offence, but al- 
fo the price of a favour. Our 
records afford feveral initances, 
wherein feudal tenants unable to 
bear arms, were by proclamatiun 
directed to find unexceptionable 
perfons to perform their fervices 
for them. 

*“*Asatenant who held feveral 


knights fees, could not do the fer- 
vice of more than one in his pers 
ion, he might difcharge the others, 
by able fubttitutes being knights, 
or by two efquires, fometiines 
filed fervients, in liew of each 
kni¢ht. 

*¢ Sometimes the king compound. 
ed with his tenants for particular 
fervices, and fometimes for thofe of 
the whole year, accepting in lieu 
thereof pecuniary payments, with 
which he hired ttipendiary troops 3 
this is generally fuppofed to have 
introduced the practice of levying 
feutages, firft begun by king Hen- 
ry li. The punifhment for non- 
attendance, when duly fummoned, 
was a heavy fine, or forfeiture of 
the tenure. 

** The tenants mn capite in order 
to find fubftitutes for thofe fees, for 
which they could not ferve them- 
felves, mace under grants to their 
favourites and dependants, liable to 
the fame conditions as thofe, on 
which they held them from_ the 
crown, namely fealty and homage, 
and that their tenant fhould attend 
them to the wars, when they fhould 
be called upon by the king, there 
to ferve for a ftated time at their 
own expence, properly armed and 
mounted ; thefe again had their un- 
der tenants and vaffals. Men at 
arms, or knights, were generally 
attended by their tenants and va{- 
fals, both on horieback, and on 
foot, thefe ferved in the infantry 
either as archers or bill men,” 
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7 HE conftitutional military 


force of England, foon af- 
ter the Coaqueft, contitied of the 


feudal troops and the poffe comita- 

{US 
‘¢ ‘The feudal troops were either 
the 





the perfons who held lands in ca- 
pite, that is, immediately of the 
crown, or their vaffuls and under- 
tenants, both of whom were, as 
has before been obferved, obliged 
by their tenures to attend the king 
and their lords to the wars, at home 
or abroad, completely armed and 
mounted, for forty days in a year, 
or according to the value of the 
fees held by them. 

“« The poffe comitatus, or power 
of the county, included every free- 
man above the age of fifteen, and 
under that of fixty, and although 
the chief deftination of this efla- 
blifhment was ro preferve the peace 
under the command of the ftheriff, 
they were alfo, in cafe of hoilile 
invafions called out to defend the 
country, and rep@! the enemy. The 

offe comitatus differed from the 
feudal troops in this; they were 
only liable to be called out in cafe 
of internal commotions, or actual 
invafions, on which occafions only 
they could legally be marched out 
of their refpective counties, and in 
no cafe out of the kingdom ; where» 
as the feudal troops were fubject to 
foreign fervice at the king’s plea- 
fure. That this body of men might 
be ready to take the field, the fol- 
lowing law was enacted by Henry 
Il. A. D. 1181, in the 27th year of 
his reign ; which was in fubitance 
fimilar to that mentioned in treat- 
ing of the military eftablifhment 
before the battle of Hattings. 

‘¢ Whofoever holds one knight’s 
fee fhall have a coat of mail, a 
helmet, a fhield and a lance; and 
every knight to have as many coats 
of mail, helmets, fhields and lances, 
as he fhall have knights fees in his 
domain, 

‘* Every free layman having in 
chattels or rent to the value of fix- 
teen marks, fhall keep a coat of 
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mail, 
lance. 

** Every free laym 
have in chattels or rent ten marks, 
fhall have a haberveon, a cha | 
of iron, and a lance. = 

*¢ Alfo all burgeffes and the whole 
community of freemen fhall have g 
wambais, a chapelet of iron, anda 
lance. 

** Every one of thefe (before 
mentioned) fhall fwear that he will 
have thefe arms before the feat of 
St. Hilary, and will bear fealry to 
king a to wit, the fin of the 
emprefs Matilda, and that he will 
keep thefe arms for his fervice, a¢. 
cording to his command, and with 
fidelity to our lord the king and his 
realm: and no man having thefe 
arms fhall fell, pledge, nor lend 
them, nor alienate them in any o. 
ther manner: nor fhall the Jord 
take them from his vaffal by for. 
feiture, gift, pledge, or any other 
manner, 

*¢ On the death of any once hav. 
ing thefe arms, they fhall remain 
to his heir; and if the faid heir is 
not of fuch age as to be able to ufe 
arms, they fhall, if neceffary, be 
put into the cuflody of him who 
has the guardianfhip of his perfon, 
who fhall provide a man to uf 
them in the tervice of our lord the 
king, if required, until the heir 
fhall be of a proper age fo bear 
arms, and then they fhall be deli- 
vered to him. 

*¢ Any burgefs having more arms, 
than he is by this aflize required to 
have, fhall fell or give them, or fo 
alienate them, that they may be 
retained for the fervice of our lord 
the king of England; and none ot 
them fhall keep more arms than he 
is by this aflize bound to bave. , 

«¢ No Jew thall have in his cuflo- 


dy a coat of mail, or nabergre, 


a helmet, a fhield, and , 


an who hall 
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but fhallfellor giveitaway, orin fome 
other manner fo difpofe of it, that it 
{hall renvain in the king’s fervice, 

 Alfo no man fhall carry arms 
out of the kingdom, unlefs by the 
command of our lord the hing, nor 
fhall any man fell arms to another, 
who means to carry them out of 
the kingdom. 

«“ By other parts of this law it 
was directec, that juries fhall be 
appointed in the hundreds and bo- 
roughs of every county, to difco- 
yer who had chattels or rent to the 
value expreffed therein ; on which 
inqueft no perfon who had not 
chattels to the value of fixteen 
marks, or ten at leaft, wa to ferve, 
The king’s juftices in their circuits 
were required to enroll the names 
of the jurors, and of thofe who 
fhould be found to have chattels or 
rents to the value above mentioned, 
after which they were to caufe this 
aflize to be publicly read, and a!l 
the perfons concerned were to be 
fworn to obferve it in all points, 

* And if it happened that 
any one of thofe who ought to have 
thefe arms was not in his couny 
at the time the juftices were there, 
they were directed to appoint an- 
other time and county for his ap- 
pearances and if he did not come 
to them in any of the counties 
through which they paffed, they 
were in that café to appoint him a 
time at Weitmintter, at the o¢taves 
of St. Michacl, then to attend and 
take his oath, as he loved himfelf 
and all that belonged to him; and 
he was likewife to be commanded 
to have, before the featt of St. Hi- 
lary, arms fuch as he was by law 
bound to potiets. 

** Alfo the juttices were enjoined 
to caule it to be notified over all 
the counties through which they 
Were to pafs, that thoie who had 
not thefe arms as aforefaid, the 
King would punifh corporally in 
1786, - 
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their limbs, and not in their goods, 
their lands, or chartels. 

** Alfo none might act as jurors 
refpecting legal and free men, who 
hath not fixteen marks in land, or 
ten marks in chattels, 

‘* Alfo the juftices to command 
in alf the counties by which they 
fhould pats, that no one as he lov- 
ed himtelf and all that belonged to 
him, fhould buy or fell any thip, 
to be taken out of rear tas 8 and 
the king commanded that none but 
a freeman fhould be adinitted to take 
the oah of arms. 

‘¢ This regulation, or affize, re- 
ceived a farther corroboration, by 
the ftatute of the 13th of king Ed- 
ward I, called the ftatute of Win- 
chetter, by which, every man was 
bound to provide and keep armour 
and weapons, according to his e- 
{tate or goods. 

The armour and weapons dire&- 
ed by the itatute of Winchetter to 
be kept by perfons of different pof- 
feffions, were thus allotted: every 
one poffefled of laods to the yearly 
value of fifteen pounds and forty 
miurks in goods, to keep a hauber 
geon, an iron head piece, a {word, 
knife, and horfe. Thofe having 
from ten, and under fifteen pounds 
in lands and chattels, or the value 
of forty marks, the fame as the 
preceding clafs, the horfe excepted. 
Perfons having an hundred flil- 
lings per annum in land, and up- 
wards, were to keep a doublet, a 
head-picce of iron, a fword, and a 
knife. And from forty fhillings 
annual rent in land, and upwards, 
to one hundred, a {word, bow and 
arrows, and a knife. He that had 
under forty fhillings in land, was 
{worn to keep faulchions, gifarmes, 
daggers, and other {mall arms. 
Perions poffeffing lefs than twenty 
marks in chattels, to have fwords, 
daggers, and other inferior weapon; 
and all others authorifed to keep 
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bows and arrows, might have them 
out of the forefts. A review of thete 
arms was to be made twice a year, 
by: two corftables of every hun- 
dred, who were to report default- 
ers to the juitices, and they to pre- 
fent them to the king in parliament. 
‘This ftatute was repealed in the firtt 
of Philip and Mary, and another 
enacted, wherein armour and wea- 
pons of more modern date were in- 
ferted. 

« By that aét it was provided, 
that all temporal perfons, having 
eftates of a thoufand pounds or up- 
ward:, fhould, from the firft of May, 
1588, heep fix horfes or geldings fit 
for mounting demi-launces, three 
of them at leaft to have fufficient 
harnefs, ftcele faddles, and weapons 
‘requifite and appertaining to the 
faid demi-launces, horfes or geld- 
ings ; and ten light horfes, or geld- 
ings with the weapons and harnefs 
requilite for light-horfemen; alfo 
forty corfekts furnifhed, forty al- 
maine rivetts, or inftead of the faid 
forty almaine rivetts, forty coats of 

late, cor.elets or brigandines fur- 
nifhed; forty pikes, thirty long 
howes, thirty fheaf of arrowes, 
thirty flcele cappes or feulles, twen- 
ty black bills or halberts, haque- 
but, and twenty movians or fallets. 

« Temporal perions having e- 
ftates to the value of 1coo marks 
and upwards, and under the clear, 
yearly value of 1cocl. to maintain 
tour horfes or geldings for demi- 
launces, whereot two atthe leatt to 
be horfes ; with fuilicient weapons, 
fuddles, mect and requilite to the 
faid demi-launces ; {ix light-horfes, 
with turniture, &c. neceffary for 
the fame, thuty ccreclets furnithed ; 
thirty alinaine rivetts, or in lieu 
thereot thirty coates of plate, corce- 
lets, or brigandines turnithed ; thir- 
ty pikes, twenty long bowes, twen- 
ty fheafs of .arrowes. twenty fleel 
caps or feulls, ten black bills or 
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halberts, ten ha 
morians or fallets, 

*¢ Every temporal perfon having 
4col. per annum, and under the 
clear yearly value of 1 

3 COO mark: 
to keep two horfes, or one horle 
and one gelding, for light-horfes 
twenty corfelets turnifhed, twen : 
almaine rivetts furnifhed, or inttead 
thercof, twenty coats of plate, 
corfelets or brigandines furnithed - 
twenty pikes, fifteen lone bowes. 
fiiteen fheaves of arrowes, fifteen 
fteel caps, or feulls, fix haquebuts, 
and fix morians or fallets, 

*¢ ‘Temporal per fons having clear 
20cl. per annum, and under 400), 
per annum, one great horfe or geld- 
ing fit for a demi-lawnce with fut 
ficient furniture and harnefs, fleeled 
faddle, &c. two geluings for light. 
horfe, with harnefs and weapons 
as aforefaid : ten corfelets furnithed, 
ten almaine rivetts, or inftead there- 
of, ten coats of plate corcelets, or 
brigandines furnifhed, ten pikes, 
eght long bows, eight fheafs of 
arrews, eight ftcel caps or feulls, 
three Laquebuts, and three moti- 
ans or fallets, 

*¢ Every temporal perfon, &c. 
having 100]. or under 200). per 
annum, two geldings and furniture, 
&c. for light-horfemen, three corfe- 
lets, furnifhed, three almaine rivetts, 
corielets or brigandines furntthed, 
three long pikes, three bowes, three 
flleafes of arrowes, three fieel caps 
or feulls, two haquebuts, and two 
morians or fallets. 

‘¢ Temporal perfons having 100 
marks and under icol. per annum, 
one geiding and furniture for 4 
light horfeman, two corcelets ture 
nihed, two almaine rivetts, coats 
of plate or brigandines furnifhed, 
two pikes, two long bowes, two 
fheafs of arrows, 


quebuts and te, 


two fteel caps 
or tculls, one ha,uebut, one me 
rian or fallet. 


Temporal perfons having 4°. 
or 
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or under roo marks per annum, 
two coriclets furnifhed, two almaine 
rivetts, corfelets or brigandines tur- 
nifhed ; two pikes, one long bowe, 
ene fheaf of arrows, one fteel cap 
or feull, two haquebuts, two mo- 
rians or fallets. 

«¢ Perfons having 20]. and under 
gol. per annum, one corfelet fur. 
nithed, one pike, one haquebut, 
one morian or fallet, one long bowe, 
one fheaf of arrows, and one feel 
cap or fcull. 

«© Temporal perfons having tol. 
and under 201. per annum, one al- 
maine rivett, a coat of plate or bri- 
gandine furnifhed, one haquebut, 
one morian or fallet, and one long 
bowe, one fheaf of arrows, and 
one fteel cap or feull. 

«“ Temporal perfons having ¢l. 

and under tcl. per annum, one coat 
of plate furnifhed, one black bill 
or halbert, one long bowe, and one 
fheaf of arrows, one fteel cap or 
feull. 
* « Temporal perfons having goods 
and chattels tothe amount of reoo 
marks, one horfe or gelding fur- 
nifhed for a demi-launce, one geld- 
ing furnifhed for a light-horfeman, 
or eighteen corfelets turnifhed in- 
flead of the faid horfe and gelding 
and furniture of the fame, at their 
choice; two corfelets furnifhed, 
two almaine rivetts, orinftead there- 
ot two corcelets or two brigandines 
turniihed, two pikes, four long 
bowes, four fheafs of arrowes, 
tour fivel caps or fculls, and three 
haquebuts, with three morians or 
fallets. 

** Tempora! perfons having goods 
&c. to the amount«: 4gool. and a- 
bove, and under 1000 marks, one 
celding for a light-horfeman, pro- 
perly furnifhed, or inftead thereof 
nine corcelets furnithed, at hts 
choice, and one other corcelet fur- 
nied ; one pike, two almaine ri- 


Vetts, OF plate coates, or brigan- 
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dines furnithed, one haquebut, two 
long bowes, two theafs of arrowes, 
and two ftcel caps or fculls. 

** Goods, &c. to the amount of 
20 1. and upwards, and under gool. 
One corcelet turnithed, one pike, 
two almaine rivetts, plite coats, or 
brigandines furnifhed ; one haque- 
but, one morian or fallet, two long 
bowes, two fheafs of arrows, and 
two {culls or fteel caps. 

*¢ Goods, &c. to the amount of 
iol. or above, and under 2o00l. 
one corcelet furnifhed, one pike, 
one pair of almaine rivetts, one 
plate coat, or pair of brigandines 
furnifhed, two long bowes, and 
two fheafs of arrowes and two feulls. 

*¢ Goods, &c. to the amount of 
40l. and under 10ol. two pair of 
almaine rivetts, or two coats of 
plate, or brigandines furnifhed, one 
long bowe, one fheaf of arrowes, 
one fteel cap or one feull, and one 
black bill or halbert. 

Goods, &c, to the amount of 201. 
and upwards, and under gol. one 
pair of almaine rivetts, or one coat 
of plate, or one pair of brigandines, 
two long bowes, two fheats of ar- 
rowes, two fculls or fteel caps, 
and one black bill or halbert. 

‘6 Goods, &c. to the amount of 
rol. and above, ani under 2ol. one 
long bowe, one fheut of arrowes, 
with one fteel cap or feull, and one 
black bill or halbert. 

‘¢ Temporal perfons not charged 
by this act, having annuities, co- 
pyholds, or ettate of inheritance’ 
to the clear yearly value of 3ol. 
or upwards, to be chareeable with 
furniture of war, according to the 
proportion appointed for goods and 

chattels. 

«“ And every perfon who by the 
aét of the 3:d ot king Henry VIII. 
cup. g. was bound by reaton, that 
his wife fiould wear fuch kind of 
apparel, or other thing, as in the 
! utioned and de- 
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elared, to keepe or find one great 
{toned trotting horfe, viz Every 
perfon tempoial, whole wife (not 
being divorced, nor willrogly ab- 


fenting herfelf trom him) doth were- 


any gowne ot filke, French hood, 
or bonet of veivet, with any habi- 
liment, paft, or edge of golde, 
pearle, or ftone, or any chaine of 
golde about her necke, or in her 
artlet, or in any apparell of her 
San except the fonnes and heires 
apparent of dukes, marquefes, carles, 
viconts and b.vons, and others hav- 
ing heriditaments to the yearly va- 
lue of 600 marks or above, during 
the life of their fathers and wardes 
hauing heriditaments of the yearly 
valtte of 2001. and who are not by 
this act before charged, to have, 
maintaine, and keep any horfe or 
gelding ; fall trom the fad tirtt of 
May, have, keep, and maintain, 
one gelding, able and mecte tora 
licht-horfeman, with fuiheient har- 
nefs and weapon for the fame, in 
fuch manner and torme, as every 
perfon having lordflips, houtes, 
lands, &c. to the clear yearly va~ 
Jue of 100 marks is appointed to 
have. 

‘¢ Any perfon chargeable by this 
act, who, tor three whole months 
from the 1ft of May, fhall lack or 
want the hories or armour, with 
which he is charged, thall forfeit 
for every horfe or gelding in which 
he is deficient, ten pounds: for e- 
very demi-launce and furniture, 
three pounds; for every corielet 
and furniture of the fame, forty 
fthillings, and for every almain n- 
vet, coat of plate, or brigandine 
and furniture ot the fame, twenty 
fillings; and for every bow and 
fheaf of arrows, bill, halbert, 


hacquebut, fteel cap, feull, mori- 
an and fallet, ten fhillngs, one 
half of thete torfeitures to the king 








and queen, the other haif 
parties fuing tor the fame, 

‘© the inhabitants of all cities 
boroughs, towns, parithes, Sc. 9. 
ther than fuch as are {peciall 
charged before in this act that 
keep and maintain at theiy com. 
mon chages, fuch harneis and 
weapons as thall be appointed by 
the commifioners of the king and 
ys to be kept in fuch places as 
fhall by the faid commiaffioners be 
appointed, 

“ Indentures to be made of the 
numbers and kinds thereof between 
two or more ot the faid commiffiny 
ers, and twelve, eght, er four, of 
the principal inhabitants of every 
fuch city, borough, &c. &c. one 
part to remain with the chief offi. 
ecr of the faad city, &c. and the 
other part with the clerk of the 
peace of the county. 

‘** And if any of the inhabitants 
fhall be deficient tor three months 
in any of the articles directed to be 
found, they fhall forfeit tor every 
article according to the proportion 
betore mentioned, to be applied and 
levicd as there dire¢ied. 

‘¢'The lord chancellor for the 
time being fhall have full power to 
grant commilhons under the great 
feal of Enghind, to as many juf- 
tces of every thire or county as he 
fhall deem neceflary for miking this 
appointinent of herfes and armour. 
This act not to invalidate any cove- 
nant between a landlord and his te- 
nant for finding horfes, armour, or 
weapons. 

“© The juilices of every county 
are hereby authorized to make 
fearch and view from time fo time 
of und for the hortes, armour, &c. 
to be kept by perions poileilea ot 
zocl. per ann. and not above 4ocl. 
per ann. or to be tound by perions 
chargeable on account of thelr 
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oods, chattels, &c. as aforetaid, 
and to hear ard determine at their 
quarter {feioms every detault_ com- 
mitted or done, contrary co this act, 
within the county, and to level the 
enaltics. 

+¢ Any folder m: aking fale of his 
horfe, harneis, or Weapon, or any 
of them, contrary to the torm ot 
the ftatute made in the faid 2d and 

ear of the late king, i.e. the 
2d ps 3d of king Edward VI. 
fhall incur the pen: alty of the faid 
ftacute, and the fale fall be void, 
the purchafer knowing him to be 
a fo'dier. 

« All prefentments and profecu- 
tions to be within one year atter 
the commitlion of the offence. 

“ Perfons profecuted for deficien- 

cies of armour may plead their in- 


ability to procure it, on account of 


the want of it within the realin, 
whi hylea, it true, fhall be a fut- 
ficient juftification; if dened, af- 


fue to be jomed, and the trial of 


fuch iffue, only had by the certiti- 
cate of the lord ch ancellor, lord 
treafurer, the lord prefident of the 
council, the lord tieward of the 
kin.’s and queen’s mott hi nourable 
hout hold, the lord privy deal, the 
lord | admiral, and the lord cham- 
berluin of the faid houichold, or 
by three of them, under their 
hands and feals, &c. &c. this act 
or any ulage to the contrary not- 
withitandin.. No petfons vo be 
charged both for lands and goods. 

TNs act not to repeal the act of the 
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33d of Henry VIII. for having 
long , bowes, and exercifing archery 

“ Provided any horfes. fhall die, 
or be killed, or armour be lott or 
expended in the defence of the 
realm, the owrer fhall aot be pros 
fecuted for the deficiency withia 
one year atter fuch dofs. 

** The want of a gantlet or gante 
lets fall nat be reckoned it detici- 
eney for a corcelet, 

«The fervants of fuch perfons 
as are bound to find a haquebut, 
may exercife themfelves im thooting 
at fuch marks as are rere ed and ap- 
pointed by the 33d of Henry VI, 
fo that they do not wfe fuch haque- 
but in any highway. ‘This act not 
to extend to W ales, Lancatter, er 
Cheiter, nor to oblige any one to 
have or to find a h, aquebut, but 
that they may, at ther will and 
pleafure, have and keep, inftead of 
every hi iquebut charged in this act, 
one long bowe, and one fheaf of 
arrowes, over and above {uch other 
armour ‘and munition, as is by the 
laws of the realm appointed. 

‘* ‘The lord chancellor, or lord 
kerper of the grear {eal may from 
time to time by virtue of the king’s 
commmiilion, appoint commitfioners 
inc«very city, borough, &c. &c. as 
wellin England as Wales, confitte 
ing ot jullices with other pertons 
joined with them, as he fhall think 
meet, to take a view of armour, 
and to afliga what harnefs, &c. 
they-fhall be bound to provide and 
keep.” 
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[From 


ArcipalL.’s Monasricon Hipernicum. 


* LOUGHDEARG; 

the largett is called the ifland of Se. 

Dabeoc, fome call it St. Fintan’s 

and others the ifland of 
K 3 Saint 


TE the parifh of ‘Templecarn, 
ind barony of ‘Virhugh; in 
this lough there are feyeral itlands, 


iflund, 





; 
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Saints. In this ifland was a priory 
of canons regular, following the 
rule of St. Auguftine, which was 
dedicated to the faints Peter and 
Paul, and founded, as fome fay, 
by the great apoftle of Ireland, but 
others give the foundation to St. 
Dabeoc, who was alfo called Mo- 
beoe and Beonan; he was brother 
to +t. Canec, who flourithed about 
the year gg2. St. Dubcoce is patron 
of this chureh, where three tefti- 
vals are held to his honour yearly, 
on the iit of January, 2,th of 
July, and 16th of Degember. St. 
Dabeoce is faid to have been buried 
in this abbey, which he made {ub- 
ject to the great Abbey of Armagh ; 
it had 1 fine chapel, with conveul- 
ent houfes tor the nks, the re- 
mains of which may yet be feen. 
One of the St. Patricks was prior 
here about the year 850. 

“ Netwithitaunding the reputed 
holinefs of this celebrated mona'- 
tery, it was plundered and reduced 
to alhes by Bratachas O’ Boyle and 
M‘Mahon A. D. 1207. John was 
prior m 1353- 

6 St. Patrick’s purgatory, as it 
is called, was firti fixed in this 
ifland, but it being near to the 
fhore, and a bridce from the main 
land giving the people a free and 
eafy acceis into it, the cave was 
clofed up, and another was opened 
in a leffer ifland, about hulf a mile 
trom the thore. Some people have 
given the invention of this purga- 
tory to the great St. Patrick, but 
others, with more probability, a- 
feribe it Patrick who was prior 
here about the veir 85c, This 
purgatory continued a lone time in 
high repute both at home and a- 


broad. We find, in our records, 


feveral fafe conducts cravted by the 

kings of England to foreisners de- 

firous to vilit it, and particularly 

un the year 1358, to Malcteita Un- 
2 


garus, knt. another bearing the 
fume date, to Nicholas de Beccario, 
a nobleman of Ferraria; and in 
13% — to Raymond, vifcoung 
de eril eux and knight of Rhodes, 
with a train of 20 men and 5 
horfes. But this purgatory mut 
have fallen afterwards ini difres 
pute, for we find, that by the ay. 
thority of the pope, Alexander the 
Vith, (he having contidered the 
fame in the light of impofition) jt 
was demolithed on St_Patrick’s vay, 
in the year 1497, by the father 
guardian of the Francifcans of Do- 
nega'l, and fome other perfons of 
the deanery of Loughern, who 
were deputed for this purpofe by 
the bithop. A canon of the priory 
of Si. Dabeoe ufually retided on 
the iilind, fur the fervice of the 
church and pilgrims. 

‘¢ ‘The extent of this ifland is 
fearcely three quarters of an dri 
acre ; the cave of the purgatory is 
built of fiee flone, and coverd 
with broad flags and green turf 
laid over them; in length, within 
the walls, it meafures fixtecn teet 
and an half, and in breadth, about 
two feet and aninch; when the 
door is fhut, no light can be cifco- 
vered fave what enters at a {ial 
wincow in the corner. In 1630 
the government ot Ireland thought 
fit to have it finally fupprefled, and 
it was accordingly dug up, to the 
no {mall diftrefs and lofs ot the Kos 
man Catholic clergy.” 


‘6 Priory of the Hoty TRINITY, 
commonly called Curisy Cuurch. 


‘“ INVOLVED in darknefs and 
obfcurity, in vain we fearch for the 
origin ot our religious foundations, 
the improbuabilities and fictions of 


monhifli legends are often our only , 


evidences, and we are rrequently 
oblived to adopt the palpable anes 
cromiins 







































































cronifms of fuch writings, in the 
lace of authentic documents and 
chronolozical cert: uinty. 
© On the prefe nt occ: fion we are 
fortunately relieved from thefe dif- 
ficulties by the tetlimony of a ve- 
nerable record, the Black Book of 
Chritt Church, which informs us, 
that about the year of our Lord 1038, 
Sitric, the fon of Ableb, or rather 
Aulit, the Danifh prince of Dublin, 
gave to Donat, bifop of that fee, a 
lace where the arches or vaults 
were founded, to ere¢t a church to 
the honour of the Bleffed ‘Trinity, 
« Ware, Harris, and other an- 
tiq: cries who have mentioned thefe 
civcumiiances, give us the extract 
without fabjoining any elucidation, 
whic!: however it feems to call for. 
* From the practice of thofe 
ages we know, that it was ufual to 
baild fmall or atories, and to arch 
that part in which the fhrine of the 
faint, or other facred depolit was 
plaed. The ttone rooting pre- 
vented accidents from fire, and at 
the fame time preferved a reference 
tothofe cryptical monaftic cells, then 
held in general veneration. When a 
large edifice was conttructed, as 
was particularly the cafe at Cafhell, 
thefe ancient vaulted oratonmes were 
religiouily preferved, and were 
looked upon as indubitable proofs 
of the antiquity and holinefs of the 
church, From this explanation 
ami inttance, a doubt cannot be en- 
tertuined of thefe arches being the 
foundation of an ancient oratory, 
and which the donations of Sitric 
emarged and furnifhed with conve- 
nient and neceflary ofhves ; for fo 
the words ‘¢ {ufficienter ad adifican- 
dam ecclefiam cum tota curia” are 
to oe interpreted. 

T! " tather and grandfather of 
Sittic did on their journey to 
as the faflionable tour of thofe 
days, and Sitric feems to have 
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been actuated with the fame love of 
religion which fo eminently di- 
finguithed his family. Additional 
credit is derived to this record 
from the times of Sitric and Donat 
fynchronizing ; fo that it may be 
affumed as certain, that the church 
was begun about the period now 
alfiened. 

“ The grants of Sitric were not 
many, as his territory was circum- 
feribed, and lay mottly on the fea 
coat ; but he bettowed on them 
the lands ot Bealdulech, or Bal- 
doyle, Rechen and Portrahern, 
with their villains, cows, and corn; 
and Donat built an epifcopal pa- 
lace contiguous to the church. 
The religious of this community 
were fecular canons, not tied to 
the obfervarnce of tindt monatlic 
rules, or belonging to any of the 
cenobitical orders; yet they were 
a fart ot monks lax in difcipline, 
and bound to fuch regulations as 
the bifhop prefcribed. On the ad- 
vancement of Laurence O’ Poole to 
the fee of Dublinin A. D. 1163, 
he made them canons regular of 
the order of Arras, a branch of the 
Auculiinians. 

“ \Ve find in Ware’s h'ftory of 
the tilhops, that atrer the death of 
Maurice M‘Donald, archbithop of 
Armagh, in the year 1:34, Nigel 
M‘Aid ufurped that fee, taking 
away with him, fays St. Bern: ird in 
his life of Malachy, the ornaments 
of the church, fuch as the text of 
the gofpels which had belonged to 
St. Patrick, and a ttaff covered with 
gold and fet with precious ftones, 
called the ftaff of Jefus: in fuch 
reverence were thefe reliques held, 
that whoever poffeffed them was 
efteemed the rightful poffeffor of 
the fee. ‘The hiftory of this cele- 
brated flaff, as delivered by Joce- 
line, is briefly this: St. Patrick, 
moved by divine inftinct, or angelic 
A 4 revelation, 


aan 
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revelation, vifited one Juftus, an 
afcetic who inhabited an ifland in 
the Tyrrhene fea, a man of ex- 
emplary virtue and mott holy lite, 
After mutual falutations and dif- 
courfe, he prefented the Inith 
Apofile with a ftuff which he aver- 
ed he had received fiom the hands 
of Jefus Chrift himfelf- In this 
ifland were fome men in the bloom 
of youth, and others who appear- 
ed aged and decrepit; St. Patrick 
converling with them, found that 
thefe aged perfons were fons of 
thofe feemingly young; aftonifhed 
at this miraculous appearance, he 
was told, ‘* that from their intaney 
they had ferved God, that they 
were conitantly employed in works 
of charity, and their doors ever 
open to the traveller and difireffed ; 
that one night a ftranger, with a 
flaff in his hand, came to them, 
whom they accommodated to the 
beft of their power; that in the 
morning he bleffed them, and faid, 
Tam Jefus Chritt whom you have 
always faithfully ferved, but laft 
night you received mein my proper 
perfon: he then gave his ftaff to 
their ipiritual father, with diree- 
tions to deliver it to a firanger 
named Patrick, who would fhortly 
vilit them; on faying this he a- 
fcended imo heaven, and left us in 
that ftate of juveniliry in which 
you behold us, and our fons, then 
young, are the old decrepit per- 
jons vou now fee.’ Joceline goes 
on to relate, that with this faft our 
Apotile collected every venomous 
creature in the ifland to the top of 
the mountain of Cruagh Rhadruig, 
in the county of Mayo, and from 
thence precipitated them into the 
ocean. 


‘“ Thefe tales 


were traditional 


among the Lith from the early 
ages and antecedent to the time of 
Joceline, who wrote A, D. 1185, 
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for we find them in 
monk of Saltrey, 
about forty years betore thar 

riod. Superiiition thus findin = 
ealy affent from the credulity of 
mankind, wonderfully axaleed ihe 
power of, and excited the venera. 
tion due to, fuch reliques, fo that 
we need not wonder at the notice 
taken of them in the records of this 


church. 


Henry th 
who flourithe 


* CLaNMACNoIsE, 


“This monaftery, which belong. 
ed to the regular canons of bt, 
Auzuttin, was peculiarly and uni- 
verially eileemed; it was uncom. 
monly extentive, «and amazingly 
enriched by various kings and 
princes ; its landed property was 
fo great, and the number of cells 
and monatteries fubjected to it fo 
numerous, that almoit half of Ire. 
land was faid to be within the bounds 
of Clonmacnoife: and what wasa 
{trong inducement gnd contributed 
much towards enriching this houfe, 
it was beheved, that all perfons 
who were interred in the Holy 
Ground belonging to it, bad in- 
fured to themfelves a fure and im- 
mediate aicent to Heaven; many 
princes (it is fuppofed for this rea 
fun) chofe this for the place of their 
fepulture ; it was the Jona of Ire- 
land: yet notwithtianding the re 
puted fanétity of tiis monattery, 
and the bigh ef‘imation in which it 
was held by all ranks of people, it 
appears from the foregoing hitlory, 
that the abbey and town were tre- 
quently plundered, burnt, and de- 
firoyed by defpoilers of every kind, 
from the unpolifhed Irih deipe- 
rado to the empurpled king: the 
abbey alfo fuftered by the handsot 
the barbarous Oftmen, and ne. 
only by them, but, (with concern 
do we add) by the Englifh thea 

| fettled 








he 
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he 
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at 
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fettled in the kingdom, whofe er- 
rand hither, we would with to 
think, was to conciliate the affec- 
tions of the people, to unite them 
in bonds of friendfhip, end to teach 
them to be like fellow-citizens and 
fubjects 5 inflead of this, we are 
compelled to fav, they too often 
joined in the Sacvite IOUS OUtragcs 
of other wicked men, and repeat- 
edly diflurbed and defpoiled the 
peaceful feminary of Clonmac- 
noife ; {paring neither book, vett- 
ment, or any other 3 gern ot 
the facred altar, which belonged 
to thefe truly inofientive men. 

‘ The fituation of Clonmac- 
noife is delightful. It tiands about 
ten miles from Athlone, on the 
banks of the Shannon, and is raifid 
above the river on ground com- 
pofed of many fmall elevations, on 
which are a tew of the buildings 
which did belong to this ancient 
houfe: feveral other ruins apper- 
taining to it may alfo be fecn in 
the little vallies between the hills. 
The whole is bounded to the eatt 
and north with very large bogs. 

‘6 Here are two round towers, 
elegantly built of hewn flone ; the 
larger, which is called G?Rourk’ S, 
and wants the roof, is fixty-two 
feet in height, and filty-fix in cir- 
cumference, and the walls are three 
feet eight inches in thic} nefs ; the 
other tower, called M*Cuarthy’s, 
is feven feet in diameter within, 
and the walls are three in thicknefs, 
and fitty-fix in height, including 
the conical fhaped saul, The next 
conliderable building we find here 
is the cathedral, which was the 
ancient abbey, the doors of it are 
richly carved. There are feveral 
old monuments in this church, on 
which are infcriptions, faid to be 
partly in Hebrew and partly in 
frifh. At length this abbey, which 
Was formerly” endowed with very 
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large poffeifions, fu*ered a gradual 
decline, and in the courfe ‘of ume 
was reduced and defpoiled of all its 
ae a de 

‘ The cemetery contained about 
two Jrifh acres, on which ten 
other churches were afterwards 
built by the kings and petty princes 
of the circumjacent country, who, 
though at perpetual war whilit 
living, Were content to reft peace- 
ably befide cach other. The teveral 
founders named thele churches as 
follows: ‘Temple Rich, or Me- 
laghlin’s Church, built by O’Me- 
lag hii n, king of Me: a, and to 
this day it is the burial place of 
that family ; ; Temple O’Connor 
built by O’Connor Dun ; Temple 
Kelly ; Temple Finian, or M¢Car- 
thy, built by M*‘Ca thy-more of 
Munfter; Temple Hurpan, or 
M‘Latty’s Church; Temple Kie- 
ran; ‘lemple Gauney ; Temple 
Doulin, which is now the parith 
church ; and Temple M‘Dermot; 
this lait was much larger than any 
of the others, and betore the wett 
door ftands a large old crofs of one 
entire ttone, much defaced by time, 
on which was fome rude carving, 
and an infeription in antique and 
unknown characters; the north 
doors are very low, but guarded 
with fmall pillars of fine marble, 
curioufly hewn. Another of thefe 
churches hath within it an arch of 
ereenifh marble, flat wrought, and 
beautifully executed, the joints of 
which are fo clofe, that the whole 
appears to be of one entire ftone. 
Betides the crofs before mentioned 
there are three others in the church- 
rard. 
ia Here we alfo find Temple 
Eafpic, or the Bifhop’s Chapel ; 
and on the weft of the cemetery 
lie fome ruins of the epifcopa! pa- 
lace, which may ftill be feen. 

*¢ The oth of Scptember is 

annually 
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annually obferved as the patron- 
day, when great numbers from 
the mott difiant parts of Ireland, 
. . “1 5. — °? 
aficmble here in pilgrimage. 


+ INISMURRAY, 


¢* An iffand in the great weftern 
ocean, and about five miles trom 
the main land of the barony of 
Carbury. In the early ages there 
was an abbey here, dedicated to 
the Virgin Mary, and caverned 
by St. Dicholla, the fon of Meinida, 
who died A. D. 747. 

«© This ifland was detlroved by 
foreigners, but we are not intorm- 
ed at what period. 

* 807. The Danes or Gentiles, 
as called by our’ annaliits, ma’e 
eood a landing m this year, and, 
with their accuitomed barbarity, 
fet fire to this very poor abbey. 

* Our monaitlic annils  clofe 
here; but from a eentleman who 
vilited Inifmurray m the fummer 
of 17~G, we are enabled to give the 
following defcription : 

‘© This ifland is a rock rifling 
from the fea, with horrid precipi- 
ces towards the ocean, but fielving 
gently like fteps on the fide opp. tite 
the land; it contains about one 
hundred and thirty acres of a fhal- 
low foil, from four to five inches in 
depth, which ferves to feed tome 
fheep, a few cows, and five or fx 
hories, the remainder of the land 
is amere rock; the habitable part 
contains about forty or fifty pe:pie, 
childven included, who live in five 
houfés, with as many barns ad- 
joining them ; they Insermairy 
among tt each other, and when the 
land ts overitocked with inkabi- 
tants, they feck their fortunes on 
the creat Mand of Ireland; thev 
are One community, and live by 
filling and telling the r fifi on the 
main; they dpeak Irth oniy, one 






man bowed beneath the Weivht of 
years excepted ; and boat ¢1 
having had this ifland j; ff “wa 
upwards ot feven wena ate — 

“ What is calle? the abba’: 

ha alle the abbey, j; 
an ene.olure of dry tiones, trom 
five to feven and eivht teet thick. 
it is impotiibie to determine whe. 
thet us round oroval; more rude 
inclegapt workmanthip was never 
fecn. ‘I here are a tew cells under 
ground, which receive their light, 
fjome through a hole at the top, 
others through a loop hole in the 
fide ; they are dark and horrible 
dungeons. 

“ There are allo two chapels 
built with mortar, and quite in a 
grofs flate, as is St. Molafle’s cell, 
which has a tlone roof, and where 
the ftatue of the faint is preferv. 
ed. Cne of the chapels, itinding 
by itfelf, has an extraordinary 
window, the arch of which is one 
rouvh crooked fione, juit in its 
original fhape. Here is an altar, 
called the curting altar, which is 
covered with round ittones, aad 
noith-weft of this, tlands the altar 
of the Trinity. 

«© The neighbouring mhabitants 
fay, that if a° man, who is really 
wronged, turns one of thete tones, 
and at the fame time curfes his ad- 
verfary, the wifh, whacivever it 1s, 
will fall upon him if guilty, butit 
otherwife, the curi: recoils upon 
the perfon who denounces it ; this 
keeps them in fuch awe, as to 
prevent raf imprecations. There 
are feveral fmall enclofures with a 
itone inthe centre, and fome Iprings, 
each of them confecrated to a par- 
ticular faint. i 

‘¢ A itutue of their patron, faint 
Molafle, very rudely carved in 
wood, and painted of a reddith co- 
lour, is tll preferved here ; the 


abbev was erected conjointly by 
this faint and St. Columb, bat the 


latter 


mm haan a 





MONASTIC INSTITUTIONS 


latter being of an impetuous and 
fiery dipole on could not a cord 
with the mildnets of Molaffe, and 
betook him elt te the main land, 


leaving the other in peaceable 
~s , 
poifeilion.’ 
«“ Monarncua, 


« The monaftery of Monaincha, 
fruated almott in the centre of the 
great bog © f Moncla, in the barony 
of Ikerrin and about three miles 
fouth-calt of Rofcrea, was origin- 
ally an abbey of Culdean monks, 
uncer the invocation ot St. Co- 
Jumba, whole feilival was formerly 
celebrated there, on the 1.th of 
June; the fituation cholen by the e 
religious was very fingular: the 
jdand whereon the monatiery is 


built conlitts of about two acres of 


dry ground; all the furrounding 
parts being a fott morats, fcarcely 
accefibie by human feet, and yet 
on this ifle fland the remains of a 
beautiful edifice; not large, but 
conitructed in fo fine a fty le, and 
with fuch m. terials, as excites our 
wonder how they could hive been 
tranfported thither. The length 
ot the church is forty-iour feet, 
the width about eighteen ; the aich- 
es ot the choir and the weitern port- 
al are femicircular, and adorned 
with a variety 
ings; the windows were contratied 
arches, fuch as appeir over the 

ct entrance to the church of St. 
Kdmondfbury, Suffolk, but they 
are decaying, and fome have fall- 
cen down. 

* The antiquity of this monaf- 
tery is incifputable; for it is men- 
tioned by. Giraldus Cambrentfis, 
who came into Ireland in 1 i8s, as 
preceptor and feeretary to king 
john, then carl of Morton ; he 
favs this ifland borders upon } North 
Muntic r and the ccatines of Lene 


of curious mould- 
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fter, and that there a few Culdees, 
or Colide’, did devour utly ferve God, 
To the eatt of the abbey church is 
afmall oratory, but no vettige of 
monattic dwellings Ci) be tound on 
this ile, fave only the ibbey and 
the abbot’s room ac Joining it, which 
was over the cella: Sy and but fm dl; 
whatever others might have bees 
were probably iormed of w vod, 
and in the lapfe of m lany centuries 
have ceaied to exitt, Superttition 
eftablithed an opinion, fo early as 
the age of Giraldus, that no per- 
fon could die in this ifle, let his 
malady be ever fo extreme, or his 
fate ever fo urgent: the merits of 
the patron faint and thofe of his 
religious, fecured this privilege to 
an ille fu favoure: 1, and hence it 
acquired the appellation of Infula 
Viventium, or, the Hiland of the 
Living. ‘This legendary celebrity 
brought, from the remoteil parts 
innuinerable pilgrims, to expiate 
their fins at the altar of St. Colume 
ba, and a gaintul trade was carried 
on for more than ten centuries ; 
which enabled the monks to im- 
prove their abbey, and add fuch 
decorations as the tafhion and tatfte 
of the day required: for we are 
not to fuppofe, that the prefent 
church is the fame as the original 
which was erected in the feventh 
century; that was probably of 
wood, in which ftate it continued 
till the invation of the Citnen, 
when a new ftyle of archivecture 
commenced, and Monaincha was 
confirucied of more durable mate- 
rials. 

‘‘ However, the falubrity and 
fupernatural power of the iile was 
not fo great as to prevent the emi- 
gration ot its religious inhabitants 
tothe main land: they found the 


noxious vapours of the furround- 
ing marfkes and fwawps highly ine 
jurious to their conttitutions, and 

they, 
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they, as Ware informs us, fixed 
their refidence at Corbally ; where 

is at this day, im good pretervarion, 
a imall neat chapel, of a crucitorm 
fhape, with narrow flits ter win- 
dows, and many other partic ulars 
tndicating a re{pectable antiquity.” 


‘6 GLENDALOGH. 


© THE ruins of this abbey (be- 
ing the firit which a traveller per- 


eecives) are fituated in the bottom 


of the vale, and contiit ef two 
buildings paralicl to each other 
(the larger one oa the fouth being 
the church;) on the ealt end of 
the abbey is an arch, of catremely 
curious workmanfhip ; the columns 
on the fides recede one behind an- 
other, and are very fhort, but do 
not diminifh ; the capitals are or: Va 
mented in a fingular manner, mott 
of them with human heads at the 
angles, and dragons or other tabu- 
lous animals at the fides ; the heads 
have much the appearance of thofe 
in Egyptian feulpture, with large 


ears, long eyes, and the trefies of 
the fair iirait; the ring-ttones of 


thearch are indented triangulorly, 
in imitation ot the Saxon architec- 
ture, and in fome parts human 
heads and other ornaments. ate 
within the triangular mouldings 
On te removal ot iome heaps of 
rubbifth from under the ruins of 
this arch, a few ftones be.utitully 
carved were found, m ny ot them 
belonging to tre arches, and fome 
to the architrave of the winuow; 
the arechitrave ‘s twelve inches 
broad, and a panne elas funk, orna- 
nemed lozenge wiie, an? an ovelo 
forms the lozenge, with a bead 
running on each hde: the centre 
of the lozenge 1s decorated on ene 
{: de, in bails relict, with knot de- 
lieately carved; the other wth a 
flower in the centre, and mouldings 


corre{ponding to the {h 
lozenge. ‘The halt loze: 
bottom of the pilatter, 
filled with a bas relet of 4 human 
he ad, with a bird on each fide peck. 
inv at the eye, and the other bya 
dragon, twit iting its head roy nd, 
and the tal tarned up between it, 
legs into the mouth. Here ; iS ane 
other lone, upparently the capital 
of a column; two fides of it are 
vifible, both are ornamented with 
a patera, but each fide in a differ. 
ent manner; one confiiis of a flow. 
er of fixteen large leaves and fif. 
een f{maller ones, relieved the 
eighth of an inch, and the other 
of fix leaves branching trom the 
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the 
centr), with another leaf extend. 
ine between their pots. 

*¢ In defertbing the other ruins 
of this detol: ated city, ‘Which aps 
pears to have been built in an ele- 
gant ttyle of Greet un architecture} 
we im tome meafure ourttep the 
bounds onginal V preferibed, 1 
Which monaiiic dwellings wee a- 
lone included; but their contigus 
ity to the abby, whiih we have 
julh now quitted, induces us to 
proceed to the next erection called 
the 


6 CuuRCH OF THE TRINITY; 

Tt fands on a rifing ground, 
north of the abbey ; and, as the 
inhabitants lay, Wils dedicated to 
the Holy - i rinity ; - ain the tront of 
this church is a circular bi urlding 
upon 2 iqvare bate, which eviden- 
lv was interded for a beltry, a 
fuilicient {pace being lett for the 
rope to come dowa. Hence let 
us come to the 


Seven Cuvurcues. 
For which Glendalogh has 


| 
been tur many cepturies Pemarke 
Bult, 





~—_ a wee 





able, and for w hich it will be ce- 
lebrated, even when the — 
now remaining are no more 
¢ [he entrance to the area, on 
aud thefe churches ttand, is 
on the north-eaft fide, through the 
ruins of a gateway, fixtecn feet fix 
inches in length, by fixteen feet in 
vidth ; the arches, which are tll 
entire, are nine feet feven inches 
wide, and ten fect high, and the 
ring- tones, of mountain granite, 
are the full depth of the wall; the 
ourtide arch is conmpoted or twenty- 
four ttones, and the infide one of 
twenty-feven, whith are two feet 
fix inches in depth. 
“« The CarHeprar Creurcr 


ranks as the firlt, and owes its origin 


to St. Keivin, by whom it was 
dedicated to the patron faints of 
the ubbev. It me: ure s forty-eight 
fect in leneth and thirty in wi ith; 
on the fouth fide were three fin: al 
windows, and at the eait end was 
an arch feventeen feet fix inches 
wide, behind which was another 
bu ding thirty-feven feet fix inc! 
in length, by twenty-three feet ia 
width, with a beautitul window 
at the eatt end, on the north are 
two imall enes, and one on the 
fouth, with a door three feet eight 
inches wide, communicating to a 
fmall building of tixteen feet by 
ten, the door of the church is feven 
fect four inches high, three feet tix 
mehes wide at top, and three teet 
ten at bottom ; the jambs are 
compofed ot teur courfes and 

lintel at top, over which is a dif- 
charging arch; the ttones are the 
entire depth of the walls, with a 
reveal cut at the infide tor the door, 
which appears to have turned on 
»vots ; holes are cut for bars ; te. 
and iron cramps an id bolts appea 


cS 


in fome places; teveral courics of 


this building are of hewn ftone, as 
Well as a kind or pilatlers, which 
‘ 
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project from the ends of the wall 
to the tront and rear, and meafure 
two tcet ix inchs in width; the 
wall of the building to the. eail, 
within thefe, is detached, and has 
the appearance of a more modcra 
fty te. 

‘* Under a finall window, at the 
fuuth fide of the choir, is a tomb 
ot freeitone, ornamented, and in 
the cemetery tands a round tower, 
oue hundred and ten feet high, un- 
commonly well built, and in fine 
pretervation, the root alone having 
fuffered by time ; at the bo:tom it 
meafures fifty-two feet in girth, 
-_ the walls are four feet thick. 

‘The remains of feveral crofles 
may {till be feen amongft thofe 
ruins, and that fituated in the ce- 
metery of this church, particularly 
imerits notice, being one entire 
tone, cleven tect in height. 

Sr. Keavin’s Kivcnen (its 
vulgar appellation) was undoubr- 
edly one of the Seven Churches, 
and is now almott entire, having 
fuffered alone in the ruin of 
window, the only one in the 
church, this was placed about ei¢ht 
fect from the fouth-eaft angle, and 
was ornamented with an architrave 
cleeantly wrought, but being of 
frecilone, it was conveyed away by 
the neighbouring inhabitants, and 
brayed to powder tor dome ‘tic ufe. 
The area of this ch urch meafures 
twenty two feet nme inches by 
fifteen, in height it is twenty feet, 
and the walls are three fect, fix in 
thicknefs ; at the ealt end is an 
arch five tect three inches in width, 
which communicates to another 
building ten feet fix in length, by 
nine feet three in width; on the 
noth fide of which is a door two 
fect two inches wide, which! com: 


municaces with another chapel of 


the fame length, and feven feet 
nine inches in width; each of thefe 
buildin. 
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buil. ings has a {mall window in the 
centre tathe eaft, the walls are 
three feet thick, and both meafure 
twelve feet in height. The foun- 
dation, with two or three courfes of 
the building is laid of cut mountain 
grit; the door 1s fx teet eight 
inches high, two feet tour inches 
wide at top, and two feet eight 
inches at bortom, mott of the ftones 
run through the entire thicknels 
ot the wall; the lintel ts five feet 
eight inches in length, by cleven 
inches and an halfin depth, anda 
rude cornice, projecting about five 
inches, and meafuring four feet ten 
inches long, by fix inches in depth, 
is worked out of the fame fone. 
A round beltry rifes from the weii- 
end of the church, the entrance 
to it is through a fquare hole in the 
cove of the church, over which, 
between the cove and the roof, is a 
Jarge ipace, open to the beltry, that 
received iss light from a {mall 
window. ‘The height of this tower 
is about forty-tive feet; the roof, 
both ot the church and tower, is 
compofed of thin ttones, very neatly 
laid, and with a very high pitch ; 
the ridge of the roofis about thirty 
feet above the ground, and the 
double building, at the real, 1s only 
twenty feet ; having afeended the 
soot of this building, we difcover 
a groove cut in the eat-end of 
the larger building, which fhews 
that this was not the erivinal tower, 
but much higher and narrower 
than the former; indceed the walls 
of the dovbie buildiny are feperat- 
ec trom thofe of the large, and 
though undoubtedly very ancient, 
yet the infer oriy of the materials 
and workmanfhip, evidently fhew 
that this work was pefteriour to the 
former, and erected by much leis 
fkilful builders, ; 

* Our Lapy’s Crurcn, the 
mo! wellward of the feven, and 
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nearly oppolite to the cathedral. 
is now almoft in ruins, bur... 
the door Way, andthe rf ae 
of walls, it appears 1. 

. 3g it appears to have 
built with more knowledge oj th 
art than the other buildines The 
door confiits of only three , 
the lintel is five feet fix inches i 
length, and fourteen inches and 7 
halt in depth; the door is fix feet 
four in height, two feet fix iy Width 
at top, and two feet ten at bottom. 
a kind of architrave js worked “ 
round the door fix inches broad 
and in the bottom of the lintel an 
ornament 1s wrought in a crofs re. 
fembling the tiver of a ftamping. 
prefs. The walls are carried up 
with hewn fione, in gencral of a 
large fize, to about the height of 
the door, and the remainder are of 
the rude mountain rag-ilone, but 
laid incomparably well. At the 
eait end was an arch of hewn 
fione cxaly fimilar to that of the 
cathedral. 

“Tuc Rucreart, literally the 
{epulchre of kings, is famous for 
having feven princes interred with- 
in its limits ; in this church is the 
tomb of M*‘Mthuil, or O'Toole, 
the ancient chieftain of the country, 
with the following infcription, in 
the Irith character :— 


Mains 


been 


‘¢ Jesus Curisr 
DEACH FEUCH CORP RE 
Mac Mruvit. 

‘* See here the refting-place of 
the body of king M*Ihuil, who 
died in Chritt 1o1o. 

*¢ Many others of this family are 
faid to have been interred here, 
where a ftone crofs, elegantly carv- 
ed, is {ill preferved. 

‘¢PrioRyY OF St. SAVIOUR, com 
monly called the Eaftern: Church. 
Of this building, little can be faid, 
the foundation only remaining; 
but about five years fince, a quan 

tity 
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tity of flone remarkably well 
wrought, was difcovered here, and 
on removing an heap of rubbith, 
the collection of many centuries, 
evo clutters of columns were found, 
with curious emblematic decora- 
tions, Which had fupported a great 
frerted arch, compoted of the before 
mentioned ftones, which Icad to the 
ahovery- 

Tus Ivy Cuurcn, is fituated 
fomewhat to the weftward, and has 
larve bre aches in its walls long fince 
overgrown with ivy ; nothing wor- 
thy of remark can be found in this 
building, which is cntirely un. 
rooied. 

6 TEAMPULL*NA SKELLIG, fi- 
tuated in the recefs of the fourth 
mountain, was the ancient Priory 
of the Rock, and was alfo called 
the Temple of the Defert, both 
expretiive of the Irith appella- 
mn 

The celebrated bed of St. 
Keitin, on the fouth fide of the 
lough is a cave, hewn in the folid 
rock, on the fide of the mountain, 
excredinge difficult ia afcent, and 
terrible in profpect, for it hanes 
perpendicular over the lake, at an 
alarming height above the furface 
of the water; at a fimall diitance 


from this bed, on the fame tide et 


the mountain, are to be feen, the 
ruins of a fmall ttone building, 
ca led St. Keivin’s cell. 

“ We fhall now bid adicu to 


ISH MUSIC, [1sg] 
this illuttrious feminary, which 
(in the language of a late eminent 
writer,) ** was once the luminary 
of the wettern world, whence fa- 
vage fepts and rovine barbarians 
derived the benefits of knowledge 
— the bleilings of religion.” 

‘The romantic Mape ot the fur- 
rounding mountains, manv of which 
are covered with a treth {pring of 
wood, and others, though of a 
furprifing heieht, retaining the 
livelictt verdi ive almot throughout 
the year; thefe, added to the wind- 
ing form of a very tertile valley, 
which terminates ina lake of cone 
fiderable extent, increafe our vee 
neraiion; im a word, on a review 
of fuch a fceene, “to abitract the 
mind trom all local emotion would 
be mmpotlible if it were endeavoured, 
and would be foolifh if it were 
\Whatever withdraws us 
trom the power of our fenfes; 
whatever makes the pail, the di- 
flant, or the future, predominate 
over the prefent, advances us in the 
dignity of thinking beines. Far 
tryin us and from our friends be 
fuch trigid philofophy as may con 
duct us indifferent and unmoved 
over any ground which has been 
dignitied by wifdom or by virtue. 
‘That man is little te be envied, 
whole piety will not grow Warmer 

he treads the ruins of Glenda- 


‘ 
looh +>? 
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poniie. 
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{In a Leter from the Rev. Epwarv Lenowicu, LL. B. in the 
APrENDIX to WaALKER’3s HistoricaAL Mémorrs of the Iris 


Barns. ] 


With my re ading ar know- 


ledy eC enable: {me to atfitt your 


ingenious enguiries, or elucidate 


the curious fubject which fo laud- 
ably engages vour attention. Your 
patriotifin is eminent in recovering 

from 
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from oblivion the veftiges and frag- 
ments of our ancient mufical art ; 
and the valuable fpecimens you 
have exhibited of it, no lels de- 
monitrate your taite and judg- 
ment. 

¢¢ Ta treating of the hittory of the 
church of Ireland in the 12th cen- 
tury, it was neceflary to examine 
and refute an affertion of St. Ber- 
nard, that antecedent to the pri- 
macy of Malachy, we were igno- 
rant of pfalmody and church muti : 
they gave rife to the following no- 
tices and conjectures. 

‘¢ How plain foever it may ap- 
pear, that mutic exifted in the 
Chriftian church from its founda- 
tion, yet fome induftry is requifite 
to difcover it in England and in 
Ireland. Bifhop Stillingfleet has 
been able to collect but tew mutfical 
traits of the Gallican or Britith 
offices, as contra-diitinguifhed from 
the Gregorian or Roman: the 
paucity of records, and the bare 
hints of writers forming very un- 
certain data from whence to de- 
duce politive conclufions. The 
fame obfcurity clouds the remo e 
periods of mutlical hiftory in Ire- 
land. This muft be an apology 
for the imperfection of the hints 
now offered on this topic, which 
however lies open to future im- 
provement from fuperior abilitics 
and more extenfive erudition. 

s¢ It was in the year 1134, that 
lalachy O’Morgan afcended the 
archiepifcopal chair of Armagh, 
Hic was the beloved friend of Sr. 
Bernard, after whofe deceafe, the 
darter, ina high ftrain of paregyric, 
compofed his lite. Among other 
particulars there recorded, he in- 
forms us, that the Irith, through 
the primate’s zeal, were brought 
to acontormity with the Apoftolic 
Conilitutions and the deerees of the 
fathers, but efpecially with the 






cultoms of the holy church of 
Kome. They then began to Chaune 
and ling the canonical hours, gs in 
other places, which before was not 
d-ne even in the metropolitical city 
of Armagh ; Malachy had learned 
tong in his youth, and enjoined 
finging in his own monatlery, w 
as yot it was unknown, or noe 
piactited ‘a the City or diocele, 
‘Thus tar St. Bernard 

_ _* “Phis citation fugcetts two 
fau“ts ; the firit incredible and cer. 
talnly far trom truth, that the [rit 
church had fubfifted for feven hun. 
died years without mufic or pfal- 
mody: the other more probable, 
that Malachy exerted the intluence 
of his tation to oblige the Irith to 
relinguifh their old ritual, and a. 
dopt the Roman manner of cele. 
brating divine offices. His efforts 
were In vain, even allowing a tem. 
porary acquiefcence ; tor, in thirty 
years after we find the council of 
Cafhel decreeing an uniformity 
of public worfhip, according to the 
model of the Englifh church. The 
Irifl, received, very reluctantly, in- 
novations in doctrine and difcipline; 
nor was it before their princes 
were expatriated and the people 
reduced to extreme milery, that 
they embraced foreign tuperttition, 
and obeyed the dictates of the foe 
vereign pontiff. 

‘© That the Chriftian fathers 
adapred their pfalms and hymns to 
the Greek notation and modes, ad- 
mits of the fulleft proof. Accuftom- 
ed trom infancy to the choral tere 
vice of Paganifm, the convert Na 
turally retained his tormer mutical 
ideas, but apphed them to more 
fanctified compofitions, and a purer 
object. Though it is impofible to 
determine of what kind the eccle 
fiaftical modes were, or what the 
difcipline of the fingers, I cannot 
believe the whole fervice of the 

primitive 
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srimitive church was irregular; or 
that the people fang as their in- 
clination led them, with fcarcely 
any other reitriction than that it 
fhould be to the praife of God. 
For early in the third century, 
Origen informs us, the Chrittians 
fang in rhyme, that is, with nice 
regard to the length and fhortnefs 
of the fy llables of 1 the poetry, and 
in good ture and harmony. ‘The 
terms he ufes are taken from the 
Grek mufic, and evince that Chrif- 
tians, in their church pertorm- 
ances, were fcientific and correct. 
The definition of a pfalm by Gre- 
gory Nazieuzen, by St. Banl and 
Chryfoftom, in the 4th century, is 
an additional proof of what is ad- 
vanced. L have iniitled on this 
oint the more, in order to fubvert 
the groundlefs aflertion of St. Ber- 
nard ; and to dem nitrate, that 
finging made a part of the Chriihan 
fervice, wherever the gofpel was 
eitablifhed. 

*“ About the year 386, pfalms 
and hymns were ordered to be fung 
after the Eaflern manner; and 

about 3845 the Ambrolian chant 
was formed of the D 1 ian, Lydian, 
Mixolydian, and -hrygian tones 
which were called autheniic mod: 
and to which pope Gregory, in 
S90» added tour plaga dl. Wetlern 
Europe had beea ev an “eli zed an- 
tecedent to Gregory’s pontificate, 
and the Ambrofian ‘chant admitted 
1uto many princip: il churches; I 
fay principal, becaufe there is rea- 
fon to believe, many bifhops ; ind 
diocefes preferved the Curfus, that 
is, the offices and finging introdu- 
ced by the firtt mifRonaries, and 
which more clofely adhered to the 
Eaftern, that is, the ancient Greek 
mutic, than the chant of the ca- 
thedral of Milan. And this feems 
countenanced by a very curious 
M S. tuppoted to have been written 

3786. 


by an Irith fcholar about got, and 
printed by fir Henry Spelman. In 
this ic is faid, that the Curfus of 
the Scots (for fuch was the appel- 
lation of the Ioeh in thofe d days) 
was compofed by St. Mark, and 
ufed by St. Gregory Naz, St. Batil, 

St. Patrick, and communicated to 
the continent by Columbanus. No 
notice is taken of St. Ambrofe and 
pope Gregory but juft mentioned. 
Now, as the m wih rule ot our 
countryman Columbanus has been 
publithed, and as this rule made 
part of the Irif Curfus, we fhall 
fee how great a part of it was 
made up ot pialmody and allthis 
or aneras ite finging. 

The monks are to aflemble 
bias every night, and as often in 
the day, to pray and ting. In each 
ofhce of the day, they were to ufe 
prayers and fing thre c = alms. In 
cach _— of the irht, from 
October to Feb UATY, they are to 
hing hie -fix pfalms and twelve 
anthems, at three feveral times ; 
in the reft of the year, twenty- 
one pfalins and eight anthems ; but 
on Saturday and Sunday nights, 
twenty-five pfalms and twenty-five 
anthems. Here was a perpetual 
plalmody or laus perennisy like that 
1 practifed in Pialmody L[ile in the 
dioceie ot Nitmes, tounded by Cor- 
billa, a Syrian monk, abour the 
end of the r4th century. Thete 
may be added two the other nume- 
rous inttaneces of the onientaifm 
of our church, aud its fymbolizing 
with the eaitern in molt articles of 
taith and practice, and which cre- 
ated fo much uneafinefs to Rome 
and her emiffaries for many ages ; 
the feduct.ons of flattery and the 
thunders of the Vatican were e- 
qually ineffectual to fhake our 
principles ; the mellifluous elo- 
quence of St. Bernard might ca- 
lumniate, but was unable to fub- 
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set us to the domination of the 
‘Roman fee. 
‘¢ The canons afcribed to St. 
Patrick, Auxilius, and Iferninus, 
extant in Corpus Chriti College, 
Cambridge, were tranferibed, ac- 
cording to an execHent antiquary, 
in the roth century ; Dachery fup- 
pofes they were made in the 8th, 
and I have ecHewhere fhewn this to 
be probable. ‘The fecond directs 
the readers to remain in the church 
in which they are appointed to 
fing ; this feems to be the meaning, 
but whatever it 1s, it teaches us 
that the reatler and finger had the 
fame office. Many of our primates, 
as may be fecn in Ware’s Buthops, 
and moft of our learned men, 
among other literary drftinétions, 
are called readers. On this it 13 
remarked — That the name, /e/or, 
is more frequently found among 
the Irith hiftorians than that ot 
firibe ; neverthele’s, to conceal 
nothing, fome by the ancicnt feribes 
underttand writers ;??—this throws 
no light on the lector. By the 
asth canon of the Laodicean coun- 
cil, no one is to fing in the church 
but the canonical fingers, who are 
to afcead the defk and read trom 
the book. In the antwers of John, 
bifhop of Citri to Conttantine Ca- 
balilas, archbifhop of Dyrrachium, 
we find the readers were placed on 
each fide of the ehoir, and, ‘like 
the precentor and fuccentor, led 
the choritters. At thrs day we 
read each verfe of the pfalin vefore 
it is tung; in this mitaice alfo 
we retained the ufage of the Eatiern 
church. On the whole, the evi- 
dence now produced is fufhcient 
@o convict St. Bernard of error, and 
vindicate our practice cf mufic and 
ptalmody, 

‘¢ Giraldus Cambrenfis gives a 
fplendid account of the perfection 
of inth mujic in the rath century, 

9 





and Caradoc of Lhancarvan Aer ees 
with him. They cenfine the; 

a : tir 
praile to fecular performances and 
ipeak nothing of ecclefiatlical. Such 
excellence was not attainable by 
any fudden or fafhionable 4 splicy 
tion ; it muit have been the daa 
ot long practice and habit. aie 
haps the tollowing — obfervations 
nray clucidate this point, 
Ph Caradoc, without any of that 
liberal partiality fo common with 
national Writers, affares us, the 
litth devifed all the inftruments, 
tunes, and meatures m ufe amore 
the We ih. Cambrenfis is eren more 
coptous in his praie, when he pe. 
remptorily dechares, that the Inth, 
above any other nation, is incom. 
parably fkilled in fymphonal mufic, 
Such uneg trvocat teftimony of our 
fuperior tatte and improvement in 
the mufical art, naturally cal!s for 
foe enquirics into fo curious a 
fact, more efpecially as the per- 
fons, who deliver it, lived ina 
polithed age, both in refpect of ji. 
terature and manners. 

« The words of Cambreniis are 
clearly expreffive of attainments 
in the fcience of mufic far beyond 
the mniattrel'y of England and 
France, or any other country he 
had travelled. ‘The richnefs of our 
invention ; the vivactty, beauty, 
and variety of our melodies extort- 
ed applaufe from him: 1 fay ex- 
torted, becaulfe he takes care to 
inform us, there was fearce any 
thing elie to commend among the 
Iriih. 

‘© This incomparable fkill could 
never be predicated of unlearned, 
extemporaneous, bardic airs: i 
implies a knowledge of the diagram, 
and an exact divifion of the har- 
monic intervals; a juft expretfion 
of the tones, and in the quickett 
movements, an unity of melody 
Cambrenlis obferves thefe ea 
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Jars of our mufic. He accuratel 
ditinguifhes the Irith and Enelith 
ftyles: the latter was the diatonic 
genus ; flow and made up of con- 
cords: heavy ; the intervals fpa- 
cious, as in ecclefiattical chant. 
The former was the enharmonic 
genus; full of minute divifions, 
with every diefis marked : the fuc- 
ceflion of our melodics lively and 
rapid ; our modulations fuil and 
fweet. 

‘© He alone who had the fharp- 
eft faculties, and was the moft pro- 
foundly verfed in the mufical art, 
felt ineffable pleafure. it is then 
evident, that all this tranfeendent 
excellence in mutic could be de- 
rived but from two fources ; a per- 
fect knowledge of it as a feience 
and practice. We are not, it is 
true, able to produce our ancient 
tablature, or tunes from M.S.5S. 
hitherto difcovered ; but as from 
Caradoc, it appears we communi- 
cated both to the Welfh, and as 
they exiit in Mr. Morris’s Collec- 
tiois, we may fairly afflume them 
as our own, and derivatives from 
this itle. Thefe collections are 
of the 12th century, the very time 
in which Caradoc and Cambrenfis 
flourifhed ; fo that connecting the 
evidence together, that we had 
mufic in feere, can hardly be dif- 
puted, and what is more extraor- 
dinary, moft of the pieces for the 
harp are in full harmony and coun- 
terpoint. 

“ From thefe facts a miflake of 
Cambrentis unfolds itfelf to view. 
The Inifh, he informs us, ufed but 
the tabor and harp. Here then 
could not be a varied combination 
of founds ; a multiplicity of parts, 
or fuch an artificial compolitic Nous 
to conftitute counterpoint: a fingle 
melody, and that confined within 
a f{inall compafs, was all that could 
ke executed. The Welfh, he tells 
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us, had three inftruments, confe- 
quently they could play counter. 
point; fo that Cambrenfis mutt 
have been igncrant of the art he 
was defcribing, or extremely in- 
advertent, as no fuch effects, as he 
fug cits, could be produced by fuch 
initruments. Nor can avy reafon 
be aligned, why we fhould not 
have an equal number of mufical 
inftruments with the Well(h, who 
conteffedly adopted them from us. 
An omithion of a tranferi>er very 
probably gives rife to the error. 

“ The tenor of our eccletiatical 
hiitory very explicitly fhews the 
propagation of the gofpel amony 
us by Hellenittic miffioners ; our 
doétrine and difcipline were the 
fame, a3 practifed in the primitive 
church during the four firftcenturies. 
Each bithop appointed fuch an or- 
der tor the celebration of divine of- 
fices, as he judged moft eligible and 
beit fuited to his refpeAive diocefe. 
So various were thefe offices in 


‘1099, that Gillebert, bifhop of 


Limerick, preffes the Irith clergy 
to adopt the Roman, ‘¢ What, - 
fays he, **can be more indecent, 
or fchifm: itical, than that a clergy- 
man who is very Icarned in the of- 
fices of onechurch, fhould be very 
ignorant and a laic in thofe of an- 
other ?”? This is a new proof that 
we were unacquainted with the Ro- 
man fervice, as well as with the 
Ambrofian and Gregorian chant, 
and that we retained the forms of 
the eaftern church, originally de- 
livered to us. Bifhop Stillingfleet, 
as cited by Dr. Burney, makes the 
principal difference between the Ro- 
man and Gallican ritual to contift 
in their church mufie. 

‘* St. Paul defires the Ephefians 
to {peak to each other in pfalms and 
hymns and fpiritual fongs. He 
here feems to make ufe of a harfh 
expreffion to avoid intreducing a 

l, 2 heathen 
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heathen term. ‘With what propri- 
ety could chriflians be faid to fpeak 
to each other in hymns, which ce- 
lebrated the divine pertections ? 
But they might, as in the Pagan 
Dithvrambics and Poeans, exercile 
themfelves in the antiphonial fing- 
ing, and fucceed or anfwer each o- 
ther. And this is clearly the Apo- 
ftle’s meaning. 

‘¢ However, he difliked the prac- 
tices of idolatry ; the permithon he 
here gives the Ephelians, a gay 
and luxurious people, of uting 
pfalms, hymns, and odes, was ab- 
folutely necefflary for keeping new 
converts in the faith: they could 
not eafily forget the raptures of 
their feftal and choral hymns; and 
it is probable the apoftles, and their 
difciples, formed {piritual fongs, on 
their model, in various metres and 
melodies: at leait, the carly fathers 
of the church, as Clemens of A- 
lexandria, Eufebius, Chryfoitom, 
Batil, and Gregory Nazienzen did 
fo. Some of their imitations are 
poetical ; but no merit of this kind 
could compenfate a Grecian ear for 
the negligent, injudicious, and of- 
fenfive ule of improper meafures, 
with which the chriltian compofi- 
tions abounded. Dionytfius Halli- 
carftailieus, in his beautiful treatife 
laft cited, gives initances of the 
moft favourite performers being 
hiffed on the ttage, for the fmallett 
want of rythm or accent; fuch 
were the delicacy of Grecian or- 
eans, and the correctnefs of Gre- 
ciin tatte. 

‘¢ The more zealous catholics 
digefted thete infipid productions ; 
but the public were very far from 
acquiefcing in fuch unlearned and 
barbarous poetry and mufic. S:. 
Batil complains that his tlock ne- 
gleéted his plilms and hymns for 
them old The Ar- 
riaus, Apollinarians, and other he- 
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retics taking advantage of the 

pular difguitt formed poems in the 
true Greek ftyle, aud in captivating 
melodies; the union and charms of 
harmony and verfe were too 
erful for orthodoxy ; 
fectaries foon exceeded that of true 
believers, ‘The church beheld this 
triumph with terror and amaze. 
ment, fhe faw her danger and em 
deavoured to avert it. She reform. 
ed her hymns, and embraced the 
Greek modes ; nor was John, the 
cecumenic bifhop of Conttantinople 
afhamed to urge his people to imie 
tate the Arrian compofitions, Gj. 
das and Bede agree, that Britain 
was infeited with Arianifm, and St, 
Jerom complains, that the chrifi. 
an world groaned under this herefy, 

*¢ Thete notices, hitherto uncon- 
nected, may perhaps throw fome 
light on the peculiar flyle of our 
ancient mufic. We received the 
knowledge of the gofpel about the 
end of the qth century, and with 
it the Greek or eaitern harmony, 
then univerfally in ufe. Froman 
expreflion of St. Auittin, it is evi- 
dent, the enharmonic genus was 
then adopted and cultivated, as it 
alone was calculated to exhilarate 
the fpirits, revive pleating hopes, 
and banifh melancholy and defpair ; 
nor can there be any doubt but our 
primitive miffioners firft concihated 
the affections of their hearers by 
harmony, before they opened to 
them the doctrine of redemption. 
Bede makes Auguitine approach 
Ethelbert and his court, finging l- 
tanics. 

‘6 Beforethe Ambrofian and Gre 
gorian chants were generally intro- 
duced, we were grown ftrong 1n re 
ligion and learning, and for a long 
tiine ftrangers to, us well as averie 
from Romifh innovations. Ve had 
an independent hierarchy, wari 
neither in goo nor in 1090, 4s has 


, 
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pow. 
the number of 











corrupted in Mr, Morris’s M.5.5. 


been feen, yielded fubjection to St. 
Ambrofe or pope Gregory ; it 
therefore was not poilible for us to 
bave any other mutic but on the 
Greek model, the character of which, 
as may be collected from St. Auttin 
and Cambrenfis, was enharmonic. 

“The ftate of focicty here at 
our converfion ; a precife and en- 

retic language ; the paucity of eur 
sh sane and the admirable ef- 
tects of our harmony, clearly point 
out the fimple ftyle of our melodies ; 
how exactly they coincided with the 
Greek ; how well adapted to delight 
our national vivacity and amufe our 
indolence. ‘Topics thefe, capable 
of much curious and entertaining 
amplhific ation, but exceeding the li. 
mits of this epiftle, and fuperfluous 
to fo excellent a matter of this fub- 
je tt. 

“ As the feeds of chriitianity 
and learning were coeval im this 
ifle, notwithitanding the vain and 
groundlefs pretentions of fome an- 
tiquaries, fo they found a foil 
wherein they veeetated with un- 
common ftrength and t apidity : mo- 
nallic foundations, the fchools of 
literature in thofe ages, greatly 
muluplied, and letters foon flou- 
rifhed in every corner. I have elfe- 
where alledged many circumitances 
to induce a belief that the Greck 
language was particul: icly cultivat- 
ed in thofe feminaries, and I have 
already produced an initance or 
two of natives eminently fkilled in 
ue. Can it then feem itrange that 
we fhould have the mufical diagram 
of the Greeks, or that we practil- 


ed fcientifically their beft melodies ? 


This uotation, it is true, appears 
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but it invincibly demonittrates thag 
the Wejth had a notation, and thar 
it mult have exilted previoudy as 
mong the Irith, The Northug- 
brians and Albanian Scots, both 
converted by the Irith, excelled in 
harmony. — 

“ The Enelith mufic on the con- 
trary, was of the diatonic genus. 
It was the policy of the church of 
Rome, from the fir entrance of 
her mifionaries into Britain, to de- 
cry and depreciate the ancient rites 
and ceremonies of the n. itives, and 
to exalt the efheacy and perfection 
of her own. Arguments, however, 
were in vain, power foon decided 
the controverfy in favour of the 
latter. Weare informed by Bede, 
that James, the de acon, inftructed 
the clergy of York in finging after 
the Roman manner, as Stephe n did 
the northern § eccletiattics. Pope 
Agatho thought the eft ablifment 
of the Gregorian chant fo import- 
ant an aflair, that he fent John, his 
precentor, hither for that purpote. 
Thete ctforts of the papal fee, fe- 
conded by the favour of the Bri- 
tifh princes, foon extinguifhed eve- 
ry {park of our ancient mutic, and 
confirmed the flow, {pact sus, and 
unifonous melody of p! ain fong. 
The perpetial ufe of it to both 
clergy and laity was fecured by ca- 
nons, and when it became a com- 
mutation for fins and fatting, the 
practice of it mutt have b en uni- 
verfal. ’Tis then no wonder that 
the tafte of the nation ac ommo- 
dated itfelf to this chant; a dull 
and heavy modulation fucceeded, 


well fitted to a fate of {piritual 
thraldom, and to exprefs the dif- 
mal tales of minitrelly,” 
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PARTICULARS relating to the First Sertiement of the SCOTS 
in IRELAND. 


[From Hamitton’s LETTERS concerning the Northern Coat of the 
. County of ANTRIM, ] 


“s OU would hardly believe 

bow little remains of Irifh 
hjftory, language or cuitoms, are to 
be traced in this part of the coun- 
try: the revolutions which it has 
undergone, in confequence of for- 
feitures to the Englifh, and the en- 
croachments of the Scots, have o- 
verturned every remnant of its ori- 
einal ftate. ' 

‘¢ During the time that the Eng- 
lifh were endeavouring to extend 
their pale, in every dire‘tion from 
the metropolis of the kingdom, o- 
ver a defperate but difunited ene- 
my, the Scottifh clan of M‘Do- 
nalds, who by an intermarriage had 
cot footing in Ireland, began their 
ravages on the northern coatt of 
Antrim; and by the powerful fup- 
port which they received from Can- 
tire, and the weftern ifles of Scor- 
land, eftablithed their dominion o- 
ver a tract ot country near forty 
miles in length. 

*¢ As the people of thofe days ge- 
nerally followed the fortune of their 
chief, the greater part of the na- 
tive Irith who furvived thefe bloody 
{cenes, tranfplanted themfelves elfe- 
where; while the Scots remained 
peaceable pofleffors of the tield.— 
Hence the old traditions and cuf- 
toms of the country were entirely 
loft; and the few who {peak the 
Celtic language at all, ufe a kind 
ot mixed dialegt, called here Scorch- 
Jrifh, which is but imperfeAly un- 
derftood by the natives of either 
country, 

‘The prefent poffefiors are in 
general an induftrious thrifty race 
of people. They havea great deal 





of fubttantial civility, without much 
courtety to relieve it, and fet it of 
to the bett advantage.—The bold 
ideas of rights and privileges, which 
feem inteparable from their prefby- 
te:lan chureh, renders them apt to 
be ungracious and litigious in their 
deatings.—On the whole, the mid. 
Gling and lower ranks of peop'e in 
this quarter of the kingdom area 
valuable part of the community ; 
but one mult eflimate their worth 
as a miner often does his ore, rather 
by its weight than its fplendor. 

“There are three or tour old caf. 
tles along the coatt, fituated in 
places extremely difhcult of accels, 
but their; early hiftories are for the 
greater part loft.—The moft re- 
markable of thefe is the cattle of 
Dunluce, which is at prefent in the 
poficifion of the Antrim family. 
It is fituated in a fingular manner 
on an ifolated’ abrupt rock, which 
projects into the fea, and feems as 
it were fplit off from the terra fir- 
ma. Over the intermediate chafm 
lics the on'y approach to the caitle, 
along a narrow wall, which has been 
built fomewhat like a bridge, from 
the rceck fo the adjoining land; 
and this circumflance mutt have 
rendered it almoft impregnable be- 
fore the invention of artillery. It 
appears, however, that there was 
originally another narrow wall, 
which ran acrofs the ¢chafin parallel 
to the former, and that by laying 
boards over thefe ah eafy paflage 
might occafionally be made tor the 
benefit of the garrifon. 

“ The walls of this cafle are 
built of columnar bafaltes, many 

joints 








joints of which are placed in fuch 
a manner as to fhew their polygon 
{ections; and in ore of the win- 
dows of the north fide, the archi- 
tect has contrived to fplay off the 
wall neatly enouch, by making ule 
of the joints of a pillar wh fe an- 
gle was fufhicaendy obtule co fui 
his purpole, 

«© The original lord of this caftle 
and its terrivories, was an Lith chief, 
called Mc Quillan, of whom little 
is known, except that, like moft of 
his countrymen, he was hofpitable, 
brave, and improvident ; unwarily 
allowing the Scots to grow in 
ttreneth, until they contrived 
beat him out of all his poffetlions. 

‘In the courle of my expedi- : 
tions through this country, 1 met 
with an old manufcript account of 
the fertlement of the Scotch here, 
of which I fhall give yeu a thore 
extract. It will ferve in <ood mea- 
jure to thew the barbarous {tate of 
the inhabitants tn the fixtcenth cen- 
tury, andthe masner in which pro- 
perty was fo readily transferred 
trom one matter to another. 

* The manufeript is in the hands 
of the Me Donalds, and theretore 
moit likely fpeake rather in their 
favour. 

‘* About the year 198c, 


Coll, 


Mec. Donald came with a parcel of 


men, from Cantire, to Ireland, to 
ait Tyrconnell againft great O’ 
Neal, with whom he was then at 
war. 

“In paffing through the Root 
of the county of Antrim, he was 
civilly received, and hofpitably en- 
tertained, by Mec. Quillan, who was 
then lord and mafter of the Root. 

“At that time there was a war 
between Me. Quill in and the men 
beyond the river Bann, for the cuf- 
tom of this people was, to rob from 
every one, and the itrongett party 
carried it, be it right or wrong. 
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**On the day when Coll. Me. 
Donald was taking his departure to 
proceed on hs journey to T yreon- 
nell, Me, Quillan, who was not 
ec sual j in war to lus favage neigh- 
bours, called together his militia or 
gallogloghs,. to revenge his affronts 
over the Bann; and Me. Donald 
thinking it uncivil not to offer his 
fervice that day, to Mc. Quillan, 
after having been fo kincly treated, 
fent one of his gentle men with an 
ofter of his fervice in the field. 

“Mc. Quillan was right well 
pleafed with the offer, and declared 
it to be a perpetual ob ligation on 
him and his poflerity. So Me. 
Quillan and the hivhlanders went 

igainit the enemy, and where there 
Was a cow taken from Me. Quillan’s 
people betore, there were two re- 
ftored back; after which Me. Quil- 
lan and Coll. Mc. Donald returned 
back with a great prey, and without 
the lofs of a man. 

¢¢ Winter then drawing nigh, Me. 
Quillan gave Coll. Mc. Donald an 
invitation to ftay with him at his 
cattle, advifing him to fettle hime 
{vlf until the pring, and to quar- 
ter his men up and down the Root. 
This Coll. Mc. Donald gladly ac 
cepted ; and in the mean time fe- 
duced Mec. Quiilan’s daughter, and 
privately married her; on which 
ground the Scots afterward found- 
ed their claim to Mc. Quillan’s ter- 
ritories. 

‘¢The men were quartered two 
and two through the Root, that is 
to lay, one ot Me. Quil! an’s gal- 
loglogh: s and a highlander in every 
tenant’s houfe. 

“ It fo happened that the gal- 
loglogh, according to cullom, be- 
fides his ordinary, was entitled to a 
meather of milk, as a privilege.— 


This the highlanders efteemed to 

be a great affront ; 

of them atked his k: andlord, 
L4 


and at laft one 
-** Why 
do 














do you not give me milk as you 
give to the other ??"—The gallog- 
Jogh immediately made  ant{wer, 
6 Would you, a highland beggar 
as you are, compare yourtelf to 
me, or any cf Me. Quillan’s gal- 
logloghs ?” 

¢ Phe poor honeft tenant, (who 
was heartily weary of them both) 
faid, “ Pray, gentlemen, Vil open 
the two doors, and you may go and 
fieht it out in the fair fields, and he 
that has the victory let him take 
milk and all to himiel!.”’ 

‘¢ The combat ended in the death 
of the galloglogh; after which, 
(as my manuicript fays) the high- 
lander came in again and dined 
heartily. ; 

‘© Mce Quillan’s gallogloghs im- 
mediately affembled to demand fa- 
tisfadiion ; and in a council which 
was held, where the conduct of the 
Scots was debated, their great and 
dangerous power, and the aifgrace 
arifing from the feduction of Mc. 
Quillan’s daughter, it was agreed 
that each galloglegh fhould kill his 
comrade highlander by mght, and 
their lord and matter with them; 
but Coll. Mc. Dona!d’s wite difco- 
vered the plot, and told it to her 
hufband—So the highlanders fled 
inthe night time, and efcaped to 
the ifland of Raghery. 

‘¢ From this beginning, the Me. 
Donalds and Mc. Quilans entered 
on a war, and continued to worry 
each other for half a century, nil 
the Fnelith power became fo fupe- 
rior in Ireland, that both parties 
made an appeal to James the Firit, 
who had juft then afcended the 


throne of England. 
“© James had a predileGion for 
his Scotch countrymen the Mc. 
Donald, to whom he made over by 
atent four great baronies, includ- 
ing, along with other lands, all poor 
Mec. Quillan’s poffeilions, 
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gave to Me, 
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Lough Foyle, which lay between 
him and his new territory, The 
craity Englihman, taking advan. 
tage of his fituation, by an offer ot 
fome lands which lay nearer his 
old dominions, perfuaded hiw to 
cede his title to the barony of F. 
And thus the Chichef. 
ters, Who afterwards obtained the 
title of Earls of Donegal, became 
poileffed of this ereat cftate ; and 
honeft Me. Quillan fettled himfelf 
in one far inferior to Enifhowen. 

*¢ One ftory more ({iys the ma. 
nufeript) of Mec. Quillan—The 
citate he got in exchange for the 
barony of Enifhowen was cailed 
Clanreaghburkie, which was far in 
adequate to fupport the old hofpi- 
tality of the Mc. Quillans. Bury 
Oge Mc. Quillan foid this land to 
ore of Chichetter’s relations, and 
having got his new granted ettate 
into one bag, was very gencrous 
and hofpitable as long as the bag 


nifhowen. 


lafied. 


And fo (continues the ma- 


nufcript) wes the worthy Mc. Quil- 
lan foon extinguifhed. 

‘¢] fhould not have obtruded the 
account of the downfal of this Inh 
chief, but that it affords fo good a 
reafon for the utter obliteration of 
every ancient record and monument 
in this part of the country ; snd 
will plead my excufe tor not acaing 
fomewhat to our coilection of Inh 
ANtIGUitics. 
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LETTERS on the BREEDING and TREATMENT 
of SILK WORMS. 


(From the Transactions of the Society for the Encouragement of 
Arts, Manufactures, and Commerce. ] 


February 1, 1785, the Silver Medal was voted to Mifs Henrietta 
Ruopes, of Cann Hall, near Bridgnorth, for her fedulous Attention to 
and judicious Obfervations on the b eedi ng and treating of Si_K Worms, 
as communicated in the firtt of the following Le:ters; and the Thanks 
of the Socicty were given to her for her {econd Letter on the fame 


Subject, in which is contained 


an Account of the $ 


Succels of her 


E xperin nents during the following Summer. 


N addreffing this letter to you 
with the inclofed hank of filk, 
I believe I deviate trom the ean 
which your inftitution prefcribes, 
to thofe who become claimants for 
the honorary rewards which are fo 
nobly diftributed to genius and in- 
dulry; but my attempts have fuall- 
en fo fhort of what is required by 
the fociecty, that I dare not appear 
before them under any of thofe 
torms which would indicate my 
pretentions to be unequivocal: fuch 
however is the idea [ have formed 
of thar liberal propentity to pa- 
trovize the efforts of preferving 
ingenuity and laudable ambition, 
that it I thall be found to have fuc- 
eecded better than any one elfe ; 
it the fpecimen of filk I produce, is 
(and I have been fo told by many 
good judges) fuperior to any that 
has vet been manufactured in Eng- 
land, and equal to that which 
comes trom Italy: and it TI can 
prove that it is impoilible for fo 
large a quantity as five pounds to 
be procured in one year, until 
planta ions of mulberry trees have 


tually been made, 1 flatter myfelf 


that I fhall not remain undittin- 


ruilhed, 


‘¢T will begin from the period in 
which | firft took to teed filk worms, 
as it will ferve to fhew their pro- 
digious and rapid increafe. In the 
fummer of the year 1782, a do- 
zen and half of filk worms were 
fent me by a triend who refided at 
a diftance; I was then totally ig- 
norant of the method of treating 
them, but I preferved them in 
health, and they produced me a 
great nun iber of cers, 

* Inthe May following, (1783), 
I found my ftock increafed to about 
thirteen hundred, and I was fo 
fortunate as to lofe very few dur- 
ing the whole time of feeding 5 
for 1 had twelve hundred and fe. 
venty very fine cones, and they 
produced me near four ounces 
of filk. I preferved all the eggs 
from thele, and on the :2th of lat 
May, placed them in the fun, they 
were hatched in incredible num- 
bers; and by the mott accurate 
calculation, 1 was mitlrefs of more 
than ten thoufand ; I ted them with 
Jettuce leaves, for the firft week, 
and then from three or four mule 
berry trees, which grew in fome 
adjacent gardens. However, as 
they giew “larger, they became fo 

extremely 
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extremely voracious, that I felt the 
mot mortifying apprehenfions left 
a famine fhould enfue; and my 
compafiion for the induftrious little 
animals who depended on me folely 
for their daily food and fupport, 
was fo abuadantly excited, that the 
prefervation of their lives became 
an interetting objeét independent 
of the advantages 1 had propoied 
to myfelf. I fought after mul- 
berry trees with an anxiety I can- 
not defcribe, and the difcovery of a 
new one was a real acquilition, At 
Jength my refources were augment- 
ed to the number of twelve trees, 
though fome of them were at the 
diftance of ten miles from me. To 
thefe the kindnefs of many friends 
enabled me to fend every day, and 
the frequency of my_ viliis, were 
vilibly. difplayed on all the trees ; 
of the truth of this you will judge, 
fir, when I inform you that a 
buthel of leaves crammed in as clofe 
as poffible, would frequently be in- 
fuflicient to fupport them one day. 
‘¢ Towards the latter end of June, 
they had attained their full growth, 
when an unexpected circumftance, 
checked my ambitious hopes, (for 
until then I had certainly enter- 
tained the extravagant idea that I 
might poflibly gain the golden 
fleece, which would intitle me to 
the envied prize) and deprived me 
of thoufands of my infects. You 
will perhaps recollect a moit awful 
and tremendous thunder fiorm, 
which happened about this period, 
in the night, and which fpread a 
general alarm throughout Eng'and. 
On viliting my manufactory carly 
the next morning, I found that the 
lightning had ftruck feveral of the 
pans; tor I cannot believe that the 
noife of the thunder could occa- 
fion fuch appearances. A large 
pan immeciately oppofite to the 
window, containing about five hun- 
died filk worms, was full of a 
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liquor as yello , 
- little he te ot ey ona al 
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inhabitants, weie dead, and as a ; 
parently feorched up, as if ther 
had undergone the operation % 
fire ; while others of the pans had 
been only partially affected, | re. 
moved all the dead, but my mise 
fortune did not end there, for three 
fucceeding days prefented me with 
fuch numbers who had equally felt 
the baneful effects of the lightning 
that my immenfe ftock was reduced 
to two thoutand eight hundred and 
ninety three: thefe were exceed. 
ingly fine and healthy, and the 

began {pinning on the 7th of July. 

*¢ During all this time, they 
had had no other attendant than 
myfelt, except when the pans were 
to be cleaned, which was about 
once a week, and in that office I 
was aflifled by a fervant. I fed 
them three times a day with leaves 
which had been gathered in the 
morning, and they took up fo {mall 
a portion of my time, that neither 
my amufements, or any other ave- 
cations, were interrupted by it. 

‘¢ By means of a fmall and very 
fimple machine, which I invented 
for the purpofe of winding the filk, 
I was enabled to get through that 
talk very expeditioufly. I felected 
two hundred and fifty of the largeit 
cones, and from them I wound the 
fkean which | have fent you; 1s 
weight is three quarters of an 
ounce and one drachm : however, 
upon an average, I tind that three 
hundred and tixty cones produce 
an ounce; for from the two thou- 
and eieht hundred and_ ninety- 
three, I had exactly halt a pound 
of filk: the whole is precifely ot 
the fame colour, texture, and 
hei¢ht of eum with the inclefed. 

“ OF the wate filk with which 
the cones are furrounded, I had 
fomewhat more than a quarter of 4 
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pound, and I fent it fome months 
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ago to Nottingham, to be carded 
and wove into ftockings. It was 
my delign to have fent thofe ftock- 
ings alfo, for the infpection of the 
fycicty, but the manufacturer has 
not yet returned them to mes 

“ { am determined to perfevere 
until I have procured a fuflicient 

yantity to make a piece of filk; 
but the difliculry which attends 
the meeting with food, and the 
unpleafant circumitance of being 
fo very troublefome to one’s friends, 
renders it neceflary for me to pro- 
ceed by a flower progrefs than I 
had hoped for. 

« rom the recital I have given, 
it will appear very obvious, thac 
a number not lefs than thirty 
thoufand mutt be fed to obtain five 
pounds of filk ; and that the leaves 
of twelve large mulberry trees, 
(allowing that they were not ab- 
folutely ftripped) were fcareely 
found adequate to the fupport of 
ten thoufand. 

“ The eafe and fuccefs with 
which I managed my manufactory, 
will, I think, make it equally ap- 
parent, that if it be poffible by any 
means to ftimulate the fpirit of 
making mulberry plantations, that 
the whole dithiculty is overcome. 

« The expence of erecting a place 
fer them would be very tritlng, 
aud from the little trouble I myéeclt 
experienced in the management of 
my ten thoufand, I am of opinion 
that two perfons would be futticient 
to take care of a whole manufac- 
tory, untul they begin to fpin. The 
period they lived with me was 
about fix weeks. The calamity 
mine fuflered from lightning, is not 
to be adduced againft me, that was 
certainly no common occurrence ; 
and if it were, might be guarded 
againit, as mine were in an expofed 
fituation. 


* Amuidit the fcarcity of food, 
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which threatened me, I tried mott 
ot the different leaves to be found 
in a large kitchen garden, but the 
filk worm would eat none, except | 
lettuce and {pinnage ; .and they pe- 
milieven on thofe in a very fhort 
time, owing, as I imagine, to their 
moifture and coldnefs. 

‘¢ The criterion to judge of the 
goodnefs of filk is, 1 have been 
told, by the height of the gum; 
that mine more than vies with the 
Ttalian filk, in this refpect I thus 
account for: in their climate, the 
chryfalis foon comes to life, and it 
is neceflary to deltroy them, left 
by eating their way our, they fhould 
injure the filk; and to effect this, 
they are placed in heated ovens : 
in ours, Where every progréflion 
is flower, there is fufficient time 
to wind off the filk, without killing 
the chryfalis. I frequently wound 
the cones out of boiling water, pla- 
cing them afterwards on dry paper, 
and always found that the chryfa- 
lis came to life again, at its proper 
time, 

** If therefore the chryfalis 
could bear fo great a degree of heat 
as boiling water, it is obvious that 
the warmth of the ovens, and the 
length of time neceflary to keep 
them there, muit gieatly injure 
the firength and gloffy hue of the 
filk. But this is not all, for in 
Italy they fuffer the moth to eat 
its way out of the largeft cones, in 
order to have eggs trom the moft 
healthy, and thereby lofe all the 
filk in thofe cones. Here the filk 
may be gathered as well asthe moth 
preterved ; and thus do we pofilefs 
two ftriking advantages, which am- 
ply compenfate tor rhe lofs of many 
others. Upon the whole I am de- 
cidedly of opinion, that this great 
article of commerce, which ufe and 
luxury have rendered fo effent'al 
to our comforts and aaa | 
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and for which fuch immenfe fums 
are annually fent into other na- 
tions, may be culivated at home 
with the greateft eafe, and with the 
utmoft certainty of fuccefs. 

« You will conceive, fir, that I 
muft feel a degree of anxiety to 
learn whether I am honoured with 
any attention from the fociety ; and 
on your politencfs I prelume to 
rely for that information. 

I remain, Sir, 
Your humble fervant, 
HENRIETTA RHODES. 
Brid north, Dec. 
22, 1784. 


¢' Sir, 

«THE marks of approbation 
which the fociety honoured me 
with laft year, together with your 
polite wifhes to hear from me again, 
have determined me to communi- 
cate the fuccefs which has attended 
my management of filk worms this 
fummer. 

¢¢ I think I mentioned in my 
Jatt letter that the difficulties I had 
encountered in procuring mulberry 
leaves, had fo far checked the ar- 
dour of my ambition, that | fhould 
greatly limit the extent of my ma- 
nufactory another feafon ; 1 accord- 
ingly prefersed only one fheet of 
writing paper covered with eggs ; 
and in orcer that the worms might 
have the advantage of the hottett 
fummer months, thefe eggs were 
not expofed to the fun until the 
morning of the firft of June; before 
night, fome hundreds were hatch- 
ed, and in a day or two the whole 
made their appearance. Having 
convinced myfelf by repeated ex- 
periments, that the lettuce was the 
only food which could be relied 
upon next tothe mulberry, I had 
caufed fome large beds to be care- 
fully cultivated; and it now re- 
mained tor me to make trial how 
long they would fubfit upon thefe 


without injury to their frowth 
the produce and texture of ‘te 
filk ; they were fo extremely the 
and healthy, that I fed them So 
with lettuces until the 24th of ie 
a lunar month within four We 
and more than double the time 
they ufed to be kept from the leaves 
otf the mulberry tree, 

a In lefs than a week after theis 
change of food, they began to fpiy 
and [| had the pleafure to obferve 
that the cones were as fine and firm 
as any I ever had. 

hk By the latter end of July, the 
whole bufinets was completed 
and I had wound exactly four thou. 
fand cones, which produced me 
eleven ounces of blk, precifely the 
fame as the fpecimen you have fen, 
] am tempted to entertain very fan. 
guine hopes from the difcovery 
that the filk worm will fubfit fo 
long a period of it’s little lite, on 
an indigenous plunt fo ealily pros 
cured ; the more efpecially fo, as 
I did not lofe a dozen during the 
whole time of their feeding, and 
can demonitrate that the cones were 
not inferior in fize and weight to 
thofe which have been manufac 
tured in Italy. 

‘¢ Mrs. Williams, in the account 
fhe has given of her managerent 
of filk worms, (fee the fecond vol. 
of the Tranfactions, page 153.) 
afferts that two hundred and forty 
four, produced near an ounce and 
half of filk. Upon an average! 
have colleéted no more than one 
ounce from three hundred and fixty 
of mine; but this apparently ma- 
terial difference between us, will 
be found to exift only in the tates 
ment of tacts. 

«* Conceiving that the premiums 
offered by the fociety, extended 
merely to that filk whieh may be 
manutactured without carding, 
held it incompatible with my ideas 


of truth and candour, to bring the 
walle 
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wate or carding filk, into the ac- 
count, otherwife 1 thould at all 
times have been able to double my 
yantity. For the loofe filk which 
you mutt trip from the cones, 
before you begin to wind, together 
with fome that will remain round 
them at the laff, notwithtianding 
the utmott care, is nearly one third 
more than that which | have un- 
derftood to come under the deno- 
mination of merchantable filk ; and 
thus this year I might have boaited 
of twenty-five ounces inttead of 
eleven, if, like Mrs. Williams, I 
had included the filk for carding. 

“ In a treatife which laicly fell 
in my Way, addrefled to the truftees 
for eitablifhing a filk manulictory 
in Georgia, the author, who decims 
perfectly well informed on the fub- 
ject, tells us that the cones in ge- 
neral are found to contain three 
hundred yards ot filk, which weighs 
no more than two grains. Happy 
to meet with a piece of information 
which would enable me to afcertain 
the decree of pertection I had 
brought the filk worm to, I mca- 
fured the filk from one cone, with 
the moft critical exactnefs, and 
found it contained tour hundred and 
four yards, which when dry weigh- 
ed three grains ; and this was from 
one of the worms which ted only 
a week upon mulberry leaves. | 
muft, however, acknowledge that 
although this cone exceeded the 
given quantity in weight and mea- 
jure, that all were not equally fine, 
and that I purfued the thread 
through all its intricacies, with 
a mott perfevering patience. 

‘* Mrs. Williams’s obfervations 
on the various kinds of leaves they 
willeat, adimitting their truth, can 
never be of the leaft utility, unlefs 
to gratity the curiolity of the fpe- 
culative philofopher. She talks of 
gathering cowitlip leaves in October, 
bur they vegetate luxuriantly only 


in the {pring ; and neither could 
they nor the leaves of the black- 
berry, even then, be procured in 
juiticient quantities te ferve a ma- 
nufactory. Of the young leaves 
of the elm, I mytfelf made trial, to 
the deftruction of nine worms out 
of twelve, which I gave them to. 
The remaining three I refcued trom 
the fame fate, by giving them the 


mulberry leat; but they never re- 


covered their itrength fufhiciently 
to form a cone. | 

‘« ] alfo adopted the ingenious 
hint of the honourable Daines Bar- 
rington, and collected thofe kinds 
of leaves which were fimilar to 
the mulberry, in taite and appea- 
rance; fuch as the nut, currant, 
lime, kidney beans, ttrawberry, 
cheinut, ratberry, &c. &c. but none 
et thefe would do. The cabbage 
leat, (ot which I was enduced to 
mike trial, beeaufe it is made 
choice of by oar common cater. 
piilar) was preferred to either of 
theic, though fparingly eaten of ; 
and [ had no with to try the effect 
of their continuance at this tuod, 
as the finell would render jt unfit 
for a large manufactory. A temale 
fiiend of mine, who had kept hilk 
worms, Many years ago, aflured me 
that they devoured afh leaves with 
great avidity; and a gentlema of 
py acquaintance, bkewife told me 
that bis fifter ufed to give them 
vine leaves. The latter, mine 
would not venture to begin upon, 
and of the tormer, they were fa- 
tiated at one meal. 

‘“ Mr. Barrington fugefis that 
it might potlibly be ditcovered 
what leaf the ilk worm would 
live bef upon, if we were to ob- 
ferve what infect made the mul- 
berry its fuccedaneum; it has there- 
fore efcaped the notice of that 
learned invettigator inte the phe- 
nomena of nature, that no other 
ufecét whatever, will feed upon the 
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mulberry leaf, or is even found 
upon it; I fpeak from my own ob- 
fervation, and from the experience 
of three years, in which, during 
the time I made ufe of the mul- 
beriy leaves, a bufhel at leait hae 
affed through my hands ina day, 
and I never vet found a fingle in- 
fect amongft them, or a leaf which 
had the {malleit part eaten aw’ /. 

«¢ Until the laft rain fell, our 
fruit trees, and even the more 
lowly vegetables, were covered with 
myriads of infects; the mulberry 
alone remained facred from their 
depredations. At this circumftance 
is curious, Mr. Barrington, wll 
perhaps thank you for the infor- 
mation. Indeed, every thinking 
mind will find new cau’e from it, 
to adore the goodnefs of the great 
creator, who iu his wondertul aco- 
nomy of nature, has thus boun- 
tifully feeured food to the reptile 
whofe labours we:e to be of fervice 
tO man. 

** ] cannot agree with Du Halde, 
in thinking that noife is at all 
prejusicial to the filk worm. Mine 
were fo fituated that thev were ex- 
pofed to all the found, incidental 
to a country town, trom the bark- 
ing of dogs, up to a family con- 
cert; and I am fure they never 
were vilibly affected by either. 
They certainly bave but one ni¢ht 
and one day throughout the whole 
of their exitience. They eat per- 
petualiy trom their firit appear- 
ance, urtil they become chryfa- 
lifes, which I imagine to be their 
only tiate of rett. If properly fe- 
cured from birds and thoie infects 
which make others their prey, they 
do not appear liable to any dan- 
gers except that ot lightning, and 
perhaps this they fhare in common 
o | with other tender aniraleule. 
"Vhe etleet which we commonly at- 
tribute to thunder ftorms, that of 
injects being wathed from the trees 


by Fain, has More _probab! if 
caule in lightning, Which on the 
principles of electricity, mug de. 
ftroy millions. 

“¢ Mrs. Williams thinks that 
the filk worm waittes it filk by bein 
moved incautioufly, but a powe 
of throwing out a fine thread 
P S . Cad, in 
Its very carly ate, 13 enjoyed allo 
by various other infects, and Was 
given, no doubt, by providence, to 
prevent the extinction of the whole 
{pecies, by violent rain or wind. 
by this thread they will hang fuf. 
pended, and refitt a torrent of Was 
ter, unlefs lightning fnap the web, 
together with their lives. The 
filk worm, however, lofes this pro- 
perty with its firit coat; for itis 
then able to crawl with celerity, 
and provide for its own fafety. — 

“Tam very far fiom thivking 
it impoflible to procure two crops 
of filk in a featon in th’s climare, 
the attempt, however, cannot be 
made with tuccefs, until the plant. 
ing of mulberry trees has engaged 
the attention ot the nation; and] 
fhould rejoice greatly to fee that 
once more became a matter of royal 
contideration, So trifling a num. 
ber as two or three hundred, may 
be reared almoit in any feafon, but 
I allude to a manufactory of fuch 
extent as micht «fford other gratl- 
fications b fides thofe of curiofity. 

«¢ ] have fcarcely a more predo- 
minant wifh at prefenr, than that 
of being able to produce the firit 
quantity you propofe, five pounds 
in one year; and I have actually 
preferved eggs to fupply me with 
thirty thoufand worms; this ied, 
however, i never could have en 
tertained, had I not arrived at the 
certa nty of their living upon let- 
tuce leaves for fo long a period : 
aed cireumflances muit fiill deter 
mine the completion of my, plan. 

‘‘ Hitherto I have been able to 
conduct the whole myfelt, but itt 
purlue 


pur 
afl 
tim 
bu! 


ex' 


it 


és 



































ts 


C. 


~_ 
— 


rer @-=— wo BS a | OG 


urfue my defign, I muft eall in 
afiftance, and devote much more 
time to the fuperintendance of the 
bulinefs. 

«If my fcheme is carried into 
execution, the eventual tuccefs of 
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the enterprize fhall be communi. 
eated to you, by Sir, 
Your mott obliged humble fervant, ii 
HENRIETTA Ruopgs,”” i 
Cann Hail, : | 
Aug. 74, 1785- 
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The STATE of AGRICULTURE amongft the FLEMINGS. 


(From Suaw’s Sxetcues of the Hisrory of the Austrian Neruers 
LANDS. 


“ ZNOMMERCE and manufac- 

ture have declined in the 
Auttrian Netherlands, but agricul- 
ture is undecayed. The populouf- 
nefs of the cities is diminifhed, but 
the number of inhabitants in the 
country is augmented beyond the 
parallel of pait times. Even in the 
mott fourifhing time of thefe pro- 
vinces, under the dukes of Bur- 
gundy and the firft princes of the 
Auftrian line, the appearance of the 
country in regard to culture and 
population did not equal its prefent 
tiate. 

‘¢ The natives of this region be- 
took themfelves at an early time to 
the art of hufbandry, to which 
they were invited by a foil well ad- 
apted to vegetation, and by the 
happy temperature of the climate. 
In ages when only a rude tillage 
was known in the neighbouring 
countries, agriculture had attuned 
here to a great degree of perfection, 
and had gained that firm poffeilion 
of the fol which it has fince kept. 
The fertility of Flanders was not 
fubdued by the ravages of war it- 
felt. “Even in the laft century, in 
that moft unprofperous period when 
the other arts of the Fliemifh pro- 
vinces funk and fell into decline, a- 
griculture ftill retained its vigour: 
but during the long tragquillity 
Which the prefent century has at. 
forded, this art has acquired a new 


activity, and has advanced thefe | 
lands to a {till higher tate of im- Nh 
provement. Where the tillage was 
imperfect, a more complete huf- 
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bandry has taken place: large 
tracts that were formerly walle have i 
been fubjected to the plough: the y 


villages have increafed in extent 

and in number, and a degree of po- 

puloufnefs is found in fome of thefe 

provinces, that is not perhaps fure 
paffed in any part of Europe. 

‘¢ The rural fcene prefents here 
pleafing profpects on all fides, fields 
crowned with fruitiul crops, mea- 
dows covered with numerous herds, 
neut and commodious farm-houfes 
fet fingly or in groupes, chearful 
and crowded villages embowered a- 
mong trees, and divided from each 
other by fmall intervals. Between 
fach fair landfcapes wind the rivers, 
or extend the clear canals of Flan- 
ders and Brabant. ‘Ihe bounty of 
the land is diffufed in decent com- 
petence through all the multitude 
that inhabits it; and the looks of 
the labourcr, his wholefome tare 
and neat dwelling, exprefs that he 
has his fhare of that plenty with 
which his indufiry crowns the fields, 

“ Avriculture flourifhes greatly fv 
in Brabant and Haynault, but it 1s 
in the province of Flanders that thi¢ 
art has attained its highett praife. 
Here were made the cariieit im- 
provements of hufbandiy. In thefe . 
rch * 





rich plains, the plough, long held 
$n veneration, has left the feweit 
{paces waite or unemployed ; and 
Fe hufbandman’s art, aided here 
by long experience and purfued 
with conftant induftry, exhibits 
moft the extent of its power in the 
copious productions that it calls 
forth from the earth. 

‘© The fields of Flanders never 
repofe or lic fallow, yet the rich 
foil fails not to repay the care of 
the farmer by a conitant fuccetlion 
of fruitful crops. Nor is he fatis- 
fied only with the crops that the 
fummer ripens. Soon as the har- 
veils are gathered, the earth re- 
ceives again into its befom new 
feeds or plants, and new crops of 

reens and vegetables arife, that 
cover the fields through the autuinn 
and the winter months, till the 
{pring warns to prepare the ground 
for the enfuing feafon. Such is 
the fertility which thefe lands de- 
rive trom the natural goodnefs of 
the foil, from the rich manure which 
numerous citics and vi'lages be- 
ftow, and from excellent inethods 
of agriculture; but above all, from 
the patient toil of the hufbandman, 
who labours in thefe fields with un- 
equalled indutlry and pains ; 


Exercetque frequens tellurein, atque im- 
perat arvis. 


«© The farms in Flanders are 
{mall, rarely exceeding fifty acres, 
and frequently contracted within a 
narrower bound. Set at a fmall 
diftance from each other in the cen- 
ter ot their refpective farms, as is 
often the cafe here, the farm-houfes, 
when feen from fome eminence, 
prefent a continued village, and 
exhibit a picture of great popula- 
tion. The fmall extest of the 


farms has been thought, and not 
Without reaton, to have contribut- 
ed much to the exact culture and 
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populoufnefs of Flanders. 
{mall farm, cach part feen 5 
eye of the matter hag jts du 
lage: the work of hutband 
chicfly performed by the ¢ 
and his family, who {pare 
to cultivate that field which affures 
their fubfiftence; and the | 

ne g ebe 
fubdued and manured with affidy. 
Ous care, makes a large return to 
that labour which is beftowed on 
its culture. A vatt Population 
{prings up, and the land is covered 
with the dwellings of a multitude 
of cultivators, who find each in the 
produce of that finall farm which 
he ulls, a decent and comfortable 
maintenance. It happens other. 
wile ina country where the farms 
are of a wide extent. In a large 
farm, many parts are overlooked of 
neglected, and a more negligent 
culture is beitowed by hired labour. 
ers, more remifs and le(s interefted 
inthe crop. The great farmer is 
placed in a ttate of higher plenty, 
and his dwelling, his furniture, 
and table exprefs his opulence ; but 
while he enjoys this atHuence, and 
while luxury gains admittance a 
mong a rank of men to whole con- 
dition it is ill-fuited, the populouf- 
nefs of the country decays, the 
number of indutirious cultivators 
is diminifhed, and extreme indi- 
vence is often found in the dwell 
ings of the cottagers that inhabit 
around. 

‘*The other provinces have res 
marked the advantages which Flan- 
ders has derived from the {mall exe 
tent of the farms, and have imitate 
ed that example. 
Haynault have, by an exprefs law, 
limited the extent of the farms 10 
that province, and have ordained, 
that no farm fhall contain a larget 
fpace than a hundred ard fifty acres 
The good effeéts of this regulation, 
which was made about thirry years 
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ago, have been fenfibly found. 
since that time, the fields in 
Haynault are more completely 
cultivated, the lands are not per- 
mitted to lie fallow, the country 
has become more populous, and 
the villages increafing, draw near- 
er to cach other. The States of 
Brabant and Namur meditate by a 
{milar law to circumfcribe the ex- 
tent of farms in thefe provinces. 
That part of Brabant which is call- 
ed the Walloon Brabant, is a coun- 
try calt into large farms, and from 
that circumitance is lefs populous, 
and more imperfectly cultivated, 
than other parts of that province 
where the {mall farms obta:n. 

A contrary practice has for fome 
time pait prevailed in England, 
where the number of imall tarms 
is diminifhed, and where the pro- 
prictors of cilutes have in frequent 
inftances adopted the plan of lay- 
ing many fm ill farms into one large 
farm. Agriculture has not profit- 
ed by this alteration. The glebe, 
finted in its tiiage where a fingle 
mafer prafps a large extent of 
fields, has not yielded more abund- 
ant harvefls; and the markets, leis 
amply provided in fome important 
articles, mifs that fupply which 
they were accuflomed to draw from 
the {mall farms. The populoufnefs 
of the country has fallen. While 
the manfion ot the great farmer has 
rifen more oftentatioully, thofe nu- 
merous tenements that were {cat- 
tered through the ficlds, or that 
encircled the chearful green, have 
difappeared, and the deferted vil- 
lage has furnithed a theme for the 
poet’s fone. The ancient tenant, 
finding no occupation in the fields 
where he has fpent his youth, and 
not caring, as a mercenary, to 
paar that land which he former- 
v rented, forfakes his native fhore, 
and fecks with his family another 
1786. 
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climate where his induftry may be 
better requited. Other difadvan- 
tuges may be numbered, that have 
flowed from this practice. Let it 
be remarked as an article of fome 
moment, that the firm and inde 
pendent fpirit of a bold peafantry 
is better nourifhed among that rank 
of men by whom finall farms are 
occupied, than among fervile. la- 
bourers who perform the tatks of 
hufbandry in large farms. 

The country of Wafs, a ditt 
lying along the northern bank of 
the Scheld below Ghent (the fene 
antiently of wars between the 
Counts of Flanders and of Holland, 
and through which in latter times 
the Prince of Parma, in the memor- 
able fiege of Antwerp, drew a ca- 
nal that {till remains), is the pride 
of Flanders in refpect of culture 
and population. Yet the foil of the 
country of Wafs is in many parts 
ungraeful, and equals not in ge- 
neral the goodnefs of foil of other 
parts of Flanders: but, divided in- 
to flendet heritages, and parcelled 
out into {mall firms that often do 
not exceed twenty acres, fertilized 
by rich manure, and fubdued by 
the uncealing labour of the peafane, 
who here, imitating the gardener’s 
fkill, apples the fpade and the hoe, 
no lefs than the plough, to the cul- 
ture of his narrow ficld, this difs 
trict furpaffes all the tracts of this 
fruitful region in the aburdince of 
its crops. A vatt population is 
found in tfrs territory, whofe 
villages are equal to large cities. 
St. Nicholas, and Lockeren, vil- 
lages of the county of Wa’s, con- 
tain each not leis than 10,000 in- 
habitants. 

The Province of Flanders, now 
fo cultivated, wore anciently a far 
different afpect. The vatt foreft 
of the Ardennes, of which there 
are yet fome flender remains here 
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in the pleafant wood of Wynendale 
and other {maller woods, then over- 
{pread all that region: the firft 
Counts of Flanders, on account of 
the deep forcits that covered theor 
domain, were named the forciiers 
of Flanders. Marfhes alto and fiag- 
nant waters abounded. A moiit 
fky added to the natural kumidity 
of the foil; and the Scheld and o- 
ther rivers, a3 yet unreiirained by 
dvkes, and keeping no certain bed, 
overflowed the level tace of the 
country. : 

Agriculture and the art of man 
have wrought the mighty change 
that is now feen. The monks, who 
in early times united ruttic labour 
with contemplation and prayer, in- 
troduced the firil rude tillage. Thote 
fertile fields that furround the mo- 
nailic houfes were in their original 
ftate wild and favage tracts, that 
were cleared of their woods, and 
fubdued to culture by religious 
hands. The violence of a barba- 
tous age refpected the labour - of 
holy men: feudal lords beheld with 
furprize the effects of induftry, and 
lands were beilowed on the monat- 
teries, as the charters by which 
they are granted exprefs, that they 
might be rendered truitful by the 
tkill of the monks. ‘The tuthers of 
the convent, extending their lands 
and yainipe new ticlhds trom the 
wildernels, aflociated other hands 
In their toul; and aroend the mo- 
naiiery roie tiequent cottages, the 
habitations of labogters, the be- 
ginning of populous villages, and 
fometimes of tlourifhing e1ties. 

Agriculture thus. introduced by 
the monks, made a rapid progreis 
as the voke of feudal oppreifion be- 
came hehter, and as the pealants 
acquired privileges, by which they 
were fecured from the violence ot 
their Lords, The cities of Flan- 
ders rifing in trace aid arts, attord- 
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The merchant, adven. 
turous im commeree, by Which h 
Was enriched, exerted the fame i. 
ot tag Safe iN Cultivation ; the 
{ hole ices ? hi ‘| we op Dre 
' Xt hich the commerce 
o the cies prefented, turned their 
seach mem of 
who in the large rhe: andman, 
WhO in she lar wmptien of 
crouded cities found a ready mar: 
het tor the produce of his fields, 
Was tempted on that account to re. 
double his indufiry. The Princes 
alto beheld the progrefs of this ue. 
ful art with peculiar favour; and 
the Counts of Flanders, as it is fai 
beftowed rewards on thofe who ex. 
celled im agriculture. Already in 
the twelfth century, the deep fo- 
reits ot klanders were cut down. 
and the foil laid open to the rays of 
the fun : fpacious canals were forms 
ed, which, whilft they drained the 
lands, opened the communication 
of the country. ‘The Scheld, com- 
pelied to yield wp fruitiul fields that 
had long been hidden under his 
Wave, Was rettrained by dykes, and 
obliged to keep acertain bed. Flan- 
ders bec. me the mott cultivated and 
mott ferrile domain of Europe ; and 
though fhe has fince been imitated 
by other nations ber praife has not 
tullea. England, where tillage was 
long in an impertect late, and 
which took trom this country lef 
fons of hufbandrty as well as a 
other arts, far furpatiing Flanders 
i Commerce and manufactures, has 
not vet furpatied her in ag riculture. 
Liberty, which firft animated the 
indutiry of the hugbandman in thefe 
parts, tiill fuitains his labows. The 
pretent fovercign, by acts that add 
tivnal lu@ire to his reign, feehs t 
promote agriculture in other parts 
ot his wide empire, by the entran- 
chifement of the pealaats trem that 
jeudal 
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feudal bondage in which they have 
been long kept by the nobles. A 
like attention has not been needed in 
this country, where the peafant, no 
lefs than the lord, pofletles rehts 
thet may not be invaded with im- 
punity, and where thofe feudal fers 
yitudes, that till difgrace fome 
parts of this illand, have been long 
unknown. Confcious of his pris 
vileges, the Flemifh peafant refumes 
his toils, nor repines whilft the 
laws fecure to hint his property in 
that field which he cultivates. The 
feafon that renews his labours brings 
alfo along the appointed days of 
fport and recreation, A_ religion 
indulgent to her votaries glad 
dens him with her returning holi- 
duys, that are dcecempanied by 
{ports and games, and exercifes, 
confecrated by long ufage. The 
Kerre-Mefle, or teftival of the 
faint who is the patron of the pa- 
rifi-church, diffolves all the vil- 
lage in mirth and oblivion of care, 
and the jocund neighbourhood cx- 
hibits thofe feflive fcenes, which 
the pencil of the Plemifh painter 
has fo often fought to imitate. Re- 
ftored by this remiffion of toil, the 
hufbandman rifes more vigorous to 
purfue his tafks, and the year 1s 
crowned with plenty by hts re- 
doubled activity. 

All the various kinds of grain 
are cultivated happily in this coun- 
try. Years of fearcity that affect 
other parts cf Europe are little 
known here, where the crops of 
ordinary feafons yield a much 
larver ftore than the fubfittence of 
the habitants, though numerous, 
requires, and where the exportation 
of vrain to other countries lefs for- 
tunate, forms a principal branch of 
commerce. The flax of Flanders 
uot only fupplies to that province 
us chief manufatture, but yields 
allo a profitable article of traffic 
with other nations. Many valu- 


able plants adapted to various ufes 
ure raifed with fuccefs: tobacco 
may be ranked among thefe playts : 
legumes and all the tribe of efcu- 
lent roots grow in abundance, and 
have lent to England moit of bec, 
vegetables of that clafs. Vines 
were formerly trained in Flanders 
and Brabant; but the’ vine, Jefs 
grateful to the planter’s care, has 
given way to products that are bet- 
ter fuited to the clime and foi], and 
in which the hufbandman finds a 
greater advantage, | 
Agriculture, whilft it fupplies 
materials to commerce aad manu- 
facture, is alfo more permanent than 
either, and affords a more folid ba- 
fis of national profperity. The 
manufactures of Louvain have fail- 
ed, and the trade of Antwerp is fal- 
len; but the fields of Flanders keep 
a conftant fertility, Agriculture 
alfo entertains a race of then, tem- 
perate, hardy, fimple, that. with- 
ttand the attacks of luxury, and, 
among whom virtue lingers long, 
when corruption has gained the 
other ranks of the ftate. Even in 
the improved ftate which hufbandry 
has attained in this ifland, England 
has {till caufe to make it a reproach 
co her inhabitants, that they have 
not enough refpected agriculture, 
and that, intent on colonies and to- 
reign poffetiions, they have neglec- 
ted the duc improvement of her foil, 
the beft fource of wealth. Hence, 
whilé a detective tillage is found in 
many places, and while in other 
parts vaft tra‘ts of ground are yet 
unfubdued by the plough, her na- 
tives have paffed into foreign climes, 
where themlelves with their indul- 
try have been loft to the parent 
country, or where, with impaired 
health, and too often with impaired 
virtiie, they have acquired Indian 
gold, returning to advance the reign 
of luxury at home, and extend the 
corruption oY a fliding age. 
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An APOLOGY for LUXURY. 


[From the Mafquis pz Casaux’s Tuoucuts on the Mecna 
of SociETIEs. } 


- OULD not the quetftion 

about luxury, reduced to 
its elements, like thofe other quef- 
tions which I have touched upon 
hitherto, prefent confequences dia- 
metrically oppofite to thofe ideas 
which perhaps are yet too common, 
only becaufe they have not been 
thoroughly examined ? Methinks I 
have advanced one ftep towards the 
folution of the problem, by prov- 
ing (if I have proved it) that the 
tax laid on that pretended monfter, 
luxury, is in fact the moft oppref- 
five for the people, on account of 
the following effects, from which 
the impoft cannot be freed. 

«¢ Firft, it that tax leffens the 
confumption of the artitie taxed, 
provifion mutt be made, by a frefh 
tax, for the deticit in the firtt, 
which neverthelefs has already de- 
prived of futtenance, thofe who de- 
rived it only from that article of 
confumption annihilated by the 
tax. 

«¢ Secondly, if the rage for the 
article taxed, gets the better of the 
rigour of the tay, or in other words, 
of the abfurd difproportion there by 
ettablifhed between the reat and 
nominal value of that article, the 
land proprietor has no other re- 
fource left, whereby to provide for 
the tax, and for the reit of his 
ftanding expences, than to raife the 
prices of his commodities accord- 
ingly ; and the poor, whofe con- 
fumption has not been taxed, pays 
cearer, neverthelefs, for his bread, 
and for all that he cenfumes be- 
fides, whilft the tax laid on luxury 
alone, is pleaded by all the capita- 
nis asa pretence for not increafing 
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the price of labour among the 
people they employ. 

66 Thirdly, if the little private 
calculations, of which I have fi 
ken, did not rectify (as. contend 
they do by degrees, and as they 
ought to do fooner) the miftakes of 
the grand calculations in the ad. 
miniftration of finances; that is to 
fay, if the land proprietor did not 
increafe the price of his commodi- 
ties, in proportion as the tax bears 
heavy on that article of luxury 
which he {till perfif_ls to confume: 
it would appear flill more heinous 
in the eyes of the moralift; for 
thofe artificers who, without re- 
morfe, without a blufh, fhould 
employ themfelves in the work of 
fatan, of which the confumption 
fhould continue the fame, would 
fubfitt unditturbed in peace and 
plenty on that very work, whillf 
a confiderable number of ferupu- 
lous artifans, employed hitherto on 
articles free from cenfure, but of 
which the confumption fhould have 
decreafed by the counterblow of 
the taxes on luxury, would moft 
fcandaloufly be left ftarving and 
unemployed. 

“© | fhall now infpect the quef- 
tion more minutely ; for all I have 
faid hitherto is not fo much an apo 
logy for luxury, as an expofition 
of the inconvenicucics attending 
its being made the principal object 
of taxation: I beg to be excufed, tt 
1 grow unwillingly more familicr 
in my ftyle, when the dignity of 


the fubject feems to require one ot 
fuitable dignity in the manner of 

treating it, 
“ Tr is the quality of the land 
that 





hat determines the divifion of irs 
roducts: however ungrateful the 
Ft, the man who cultivates ir, 
firt deducts what is neceffary for 
his fubfiftence, and a trifle more ; 
the reit is divided among't the 
landlord and fome others, tor one 
reafon or another admitted to a 
fhare. This divifion, determined 
by the moft general quality of the 
land, brings down the proprietor, 
who farms out his eftate, to about 
one third of its productions, and 
reduces nearly to the like propor- 
tion, thofe whe are employed in 
wrefting them from the botom of 
the earth. 

‘“ In order therefore to confume 
as much as 80 men, the proprietor 
muft have a landed ettate capable 
of giving food to 240; and out of 
thefe 240, 160 muft be provided 
for before the proprietor can think 
on his own confumption. Confe- 
quently, it would be unreafonable 
to call him to any other account 
than for that portion which he has 
received : but I readily fubfcribe to 
the neceifity of having that account 
examined with the utmoft rigour, 
fince the object is to juftify the diffi- 
pation of {o confiderable a furplus, 
and fince the employment of that 
furplus, well afcertamed, will give 
us fufhcient light on the employ- 
ment of the other parts of the re- 
venue, which by that means it will 
be ufelefs to examine. 

* The higheit pitch of extra- 
Vagance, in point of luxury, 1s, 
heyond contradiction, that which, 
m_ the fmelleit poffible compafs, 
contains the largett quantity, as 
Well as the greateit perfection of 
labour, and of a labour the moft 
eafy to dettroy. 

** Let us fuppofe a man who, to 
the fancy ot being poffefled of fuch 
an article, fhould join that of fee- 
ing conttantly at work all thofe 
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hands which mu be employed to 
complete it; fuch a fincy never 
produces any other effect, but that 
of tertiating or doubling the price 
of things. The patriarchs of old, 
bufied and amufed themfelves, no 
doubt, in fetting to work thofe 
whom they enabled to eat; they 
lived too near the time when man 
was condemned to labour, to main- 
tain them in idlenefs, The mode:n 
patriarch of whom I am f{peaking, 
provided with a pound weight of 
flax, which colts him fix pence, di- 
vides it among twenty-five working 
people, who give it every prepara- 
tion neceflary to anfwer the pur- 
pofe it is intended for, After an 
entire month of the moft flavifh 
precautions, the moft minute de- 
tails, a thread, hardly perceptible 
to the naked eye, prefents to the 
warm imagination of (he proprietor, 
the idea of the chef-d’ceuvre of 
which this thread is to be the foun- 
dation ; after four or five months 
more, devoted to the moft patient 
and affiduous induftry, he is at laft 
put in poffeffion of fome flips of 
lace, weighing in all four or five 
drachms, picked out and forted, 
thanks to the latt refinement of art, 
from that pound of flax which had 
coft fix pence. Five pence three 
farthings, and a few fractions, are 
then, it feems, in the ttriéteft cal- 
culation, the only real lofs—the 
only devattation which is oceafioned 
by luxury carried to the highett 
pitch of extravagance ; and this 
lofs is compenfated by fome very 
curious pieces of workmanfhip, 
which it is impoffible to value at 
lefs than 227]. 10s. being the a- 
mount of 4550 days work at 12d, 
paid to each of the twenty-live 
working people, who have owed 
their fubfittence, for fix months, to 
that pretended inutility, - Amongtt 
all the p.ffions with which provi- 
M 3 dence 
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dence has been pleafed to gratify 
the rich for the advantage of the 

r, name me only one that occa- 
fions lefs devaftation, and main- 
tains a greater number of indigent 
perfons, than luxyry carried to ex- 
cefs, O ye rigid men, who have 
left off wearing lace, join with me 
who have left it off too,—join with 
me in teaching thofe who continue 
to wear it, how many of their 
brethren they nourifi without 
knowing it! Make them virtuous 
by teaching them, that ia order to 
be fo, they need only do, froma 
fentiment of humanity, what hi- 
therto perhaps they have done 
through a motive of puerile vanity, 
or from a principle of oftentation, 
which, when confidered, needs to 
be confidered with fome indul- 


gence. 


«* Ancther afpect, whimfical 
enough perhaps, but by no means 
foreign to the title of this pam- 
phlet, would be that under which 
we fhould view thofe prodigies of 
art and patience, as the work not 
only of twenty-five artificers who 
were bufied upon it for fix months, 
but alfo of twelve or fifteen huf- 
bandmen whofe exifience and la- 
bour were indifpeniable for the 
fuftenance, during the fame time, 
of the twenty-five labouring people 
employed in that great work... «. 
A peevifh man would perhaps ex- 
claim, ** Was it indeed worth while 
to be born, if all ends with this 
life ?”"—And yet, even in this cafe, 
thread-lace ought not to be pro- 
feribed : it was not worth while 
indeed to come into the world, 
folely to make lace; but, once 
born, we muft work at fomething, 
in order to bear, without wearinels, 
every inttant even af a life which 
fhould not require lace-making for 
its fupport: as to the n.ture of the 
work, let us not find fault with that 


of others, before we juftly cftimate 
our own. + + + Can we find Many 
of our tellow-creatures, who on 
their death-bed are able to thew 
the work of their whole life... .. 
worth the fmalleit fhred of lace thea 
in being ? 

* After this. fingle inftance of 
luxury, by which twenty-five mea 
are fed during fix months at the 
expence of another, by daily re 
ducing his revenue from 80 to 55 
I think that, without being an en- 
thufiaft or declaimer, it would be 
difficult, even for a good man, ia 
the right fenfe of the word, to 
withftand the pleafure (although 
perhaps rather of the mifchievous 
kind) of obferving that little more 
is wanted beyond two fuch fancies 
as we have itated, to bring the 
proprietor, reduced in the origin 
from 240 fhillings to $e, and then 
from 80 to 55—to bring him, | 
fay, exactly to the level of the 
cultivator, whom he has brought 
down to od. or 1cd, and of the me 
chanic on, whom he has beitowed 
rid. or 12d. however, I am wil 
ling to allow him 24 for his real, 
perfonal, and daily confumption, 
‘l'wenty-four pence ! will it be faid, 
“What fignifies being fo rich, to, 
confume fo little!” Yes, twenty- 
four pence ; and this is by much 
foo much, if we deduct, as we 
ought, from the price of each ar- 
ticle fuppofed to be confumed by 
the rich, the fum that remains in 
the hands of the pilferers of alt 
kinds, who fiand, unknown to him 
between him and that article— 
How! what fay you then to that 
plate of green peas which coils 6, 
x, Or 10 guineas!—But, my good 
friend the confumer of green peas, 
if you knew how many pilterers it 
conceals, of whom you have not 
the leaft idea! if you knew how 
many wants it. has fupplied to 

joms, 











fome, how many indulgences of 
juxurv it has procured to others, 
before it found its way to the table 
of an epicure, Or of an offentatious 
man!— Let us try to enumerate 
them: workers of mines and quar- 
ries, mafons, carpenters, glaziers, 
colliers, lock-fimiths, Enelifh, and 
French failors tor the common-f{pice 
trade ; Dutch feamen, for the more 
precious kinds ; fhips of war of the 
three powers, indifpentable for the 
protection of the merchantmen 
employed on thofe objecis ; wood- 
fellers. in Sweden, fail-cloth wea- 
vers in Ruiia; fhip builders, pilots, 
admirals of the three nations, hul- 
bandmen butied in the tour parts 
of the world in procuring fuod for 
themfeives, in order to prepare 
food ior all thofe woed-tellers, gla- 
ziers, admirals, &c. exclufive of 
the Dutch gardener, and the French 
cook who alone can worthily crown 
the mghty operation, —Imagina- 
tion loies itfelt in that fingle plate 
of green peas. How many re- 
ductions from 16 pevce to &, and 
frem § to 4, have been required to 
produce it! It is inconceivable that 
it fhould not fell tor more than 
6 or 8 guineas ;—but it each ot 
thofe pilterers above mentioned 
takes back the fmall portion by 
which he has increafed the intrintic 
value of the article -- --O ye, who 
mult have fwallowed up 500 pre- 
os es, in order to eat, Without 
cing guilty of extravagance, that 
plate of green peas, and who flatter 
yourfelves with the idea ot having 
confumed on that day fifty or fxty 
crowns worth, learn and reflect 
hencetorward, without remorfe and 
without vanity, that you have not 
{pent above half one penny, the 
real value of any other difh of 
greens which you might have fub- 
ftituted to the peas you have ¢on- 
fumed, 
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*¢ Scrutinize, in the fame manner, 
your wearing ap, arel; choofe, like 
a child, what pleates moft the cyes 
of the body; or, Pke a fattuous 
man, all that is moit impoting to 
the eves of the imagination; or, 
mifer-like, that which cofts leat 
moncy ; or, in fine, like a man of 
fenie, what your means or your 
tafte incline you to wear; the differs 
ence, as to effentials, is little or 
none. It cannot be pofitively 
afferted, that your confumption will 
be more or lefs confiderable in one 
than in the other cafe; but recol- 
fect that thread lace, for which you 
could not pay lefs than 2271. 10. 
becaufe there ftand between you 
and the pound of flax from which 
it has been extra¢ted, 35 or go 
intermediate pilferers, to be fed 
during fix months; —this lace, 
however, in {pite otf that extrava- 
gant price, could not, as you have 
feen, be fet down to account a- 
mongft the articles of your real and 
perfonal confumption, for more 
than fix pence, fuppoted to be the 
intrinfic value of a pound weight 
of flax, which has gone through 
fo many hands to be converted into 
lace. Now, on this principle, you 
might be wrapped in lace from 
head to foot: and your entire 
mummy, inftead of prefenting to 
the eye of a tworn appraifer a cone 
fumption of 30 or 4>,000], would 
in this inflant of its higheit fplen- 
dor, only prefent him with a de« 
vattation of 200lb. of flax, facrificed 
to decorate thit mummy, or to 
hide its defeéts.—And as the ob- 
ject would be zo lb. of flax, the 
value of which is fully known by 
the number of eopte to whoin it 
would afford {fupport, inftead of 
dealing fo lightly as I did with a 
fingle pound, when I introduced 
my patriarch, the appraifer would 
reckon with you rigoroutly ; he 
‘fs would 














' 


: | : 


[184] An APOLOGY for LUXURY. 


would confider, that in the hands 
of the arts, no part of the works of 
the creation can be loit ; that, as 
it is their triumph, fo it is their 
duty, to divide into 19, 20, or je 
parts, whatever requires fuch a di- 
vifion, in order that each may re- 
ceive the degree of utility of which 
it is fufceptible, and which the 
arts are bound to accounf for to 
fociety: the appraifer would then 
carry you to the lace-merchant, in 
order to lay before you ten diffe- 
rent forts of an inferior lace, taken 
froia parts chofen fucceffively after 
that which ferves you for a wrap- 

er, and defcending fill from pil- 
es to pilfery, he would at laft 
inveiyle you in the cabins of fome 
pretended wretch, where he would 
fhew you the quantity of coarfe 
and fubftantial fhirts, neceflary to 
teach you that 3 or 4lb. of flax, at 
the moft, are the only poifible de- 
vaflations your mummy can be re- 
proached with, as two fhillings are 
the only expence your vanity can 
boaft of in the 25 or 30,0001. which 
you could prefume to have con- 
fumed. 

“¢ Yet, let us grant fomething to 
the pretended importance of being 
pofletfed of 500 properties, each ot 
them fufficient to the fupport of 
one man. I fhall accordingly fup- 

ofe you to be habitually clothed 
in thofe ituffs, which, to the rich- 
nefs of the materials that compofe 
them, join the perfeciion of work- 
manfhip, (which concerns you, as 
you have feen, in no other light, 
nut that of either a benevolent, or 
an unintentional provider for the 
neceffary confumption of the la- 
bouring man) ;—but rolb. of filk, 
as they come out of nature’s hands, 
are not worth 30 thillings :—with- 
out caquiring why they may then 
be valued at 30 fhillings, bring all 
the other parts of your drels to 


the touch {tone I have furnithed 
you with ; confider, that ji; you 
wear the lame Coat every day, ig 
would be far trom being worn on 
at the end ot the year,—and hai 
far it would be of courte trom 
ftanding for two or three pence ig 
the account of your daily contump- 
tion ;——add thereto your real and 
perfonal wattings in coals, wood, 
pomatum, effences, elixirs, &c, ya. 
lued after the fame principle ;~ap 
what a dillance you ilill remain 
from the 24 pence I have cranted 
you for confumption! — And do 
not fay that you renew your coat 
every feafon ;—had you {wallowed 
up soco inftead of 500 properties, 
and fhould you change cioaths 
every day, your real confumption 
would not be the greater for it; 
would not your valet de chambre, 
to whom you fhould have given 
that fuit of cloaths, for which you 
had paid 40 guineas, and which 
you had worn only once ;—would 
not, I fay, your valet de chambre 
fell it for 15 guineas to an old 
cleaths-man, who would get aol. 
for it from a tiro!ling player ?— 
Be pleafed now to trace that fuit 
from Paris to Litle, to Bruffels, 
Drefden, Poland, Ruifia ; fee how 
many people will get a livelihood 
by carrying it about; how many 
guineas it will bring to the travel- 
ling Ro‘cius, who will fhine in fo 
many countries at your expence; 
reflect on the revolutions which the 
elevance of that drefs will occation 
in the modes at Peterfourgh ; how 
many draught{men, embrowerers, 
working people of all torts, will 
be employed and fed, (thanks to 
your luxury), in copying that 
mafler-piece of tafte and fancy —_ 
‘This is not all; you might pro 
bably, at the end of 15 years 
meet again in Paris with the fame 
{uit, cut into fmall pieces, the 
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hands of fome ladies of the firft 
rank, bulily engaged in unweaving 
the rags, to fend, as {oon as poflible, 
thofe precious relics of your feem- 
ingly {poiled cloaths, to Lyons, 
&c. where ten workmen are waiting 
ts arrival, to get bread by rettoring 
to it a gieat part of its former 
yalue, under another torm,—-And 
you would prefume to have con- 
fumed it? + +» The work of God is 
not fu ealily dettroyed, nor his 
beneficence fo eafily concentered. 

«« \Vas it worth being fo rich, to 
confume fo little ? 

« Where you to fay, Is it worth 
while to commit an injuftice in or- 
der to grow rich, when we can con- 
fume but fo little, and when the 
means are fo numerous ot pilfering 
fo lawfully all that is wanted for 
confumption ? I could then under- 
ftand you ;—but fince you are in 

offzilion of soo properties without 
cone been guil:y of injuitice ; it 
is fomething to reflect that they are 
really to you, the fource of num- 
berlefs enjoyments which you have 
it in your power to render worthy 
of a rational being: and, as the 
continuance of thofe enjoyments 
depends entirely on the health and 
bodily ftrength of fo many others 
who are to contribute thereto, it is 
fomething to be confcious that we 
find our own pleafures in the in- 
terett of others ; it is fomething to 
reflect, that thefe pleafures are a 
very gentle mean, devifed mott 
probably by an univerfal watch- 
tulnefs, to induce you to provide 
men deflitute of every thing, with 
that modicum of goods which was 
not granted to them, and which, 
neverthelefs, being neceflary for 
their futienance, is fufficient to 
their moderation, and prevents their 
feeling the privation of all the ret : 
itis fomething to reflect, that you 
feed in faét 50, 100, 500 perhaps 
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of your brethren, amongit whom 
there are ac, 15, 30, as well ted 
us yourielt, fince they live on whac 
comes from your table. As to the 
other, whofe taces you will never 
fee, lince ‘ome of them are at Pe- 
kin, in Arabia, at Contiantinople, 
and others in trance Ruflia, &e. 
be «affured that, with much lefs 
meat than you, but more bread, 
potatoes, or rice, and a few glafies 
of an acid liquor, the idea of which, 
whilit 1 venture to {peak of it, is 
cnough to crifp all your nerves, 
they are as contented, as happy as 
you, becaufe they confume, with- 
out any reflection, without any fo- 
licitude for the morrow, all they 
want, in order to view that mor- 
row with the fame tranquillity. 
Would it not be enjud in thac 
Being, who weigheth the moun- 
tains in a balance, if there were, 
amongit men, one condition more 
unfortunate than another ? Would 
he not be unjuit, if amongft men, 
there were one condition more 
bletied than another ? I fuppofe, in- 
deed, that there exifts a Being, 
who weigheth the mountains in a 
balance, as others have fuppofed 
that there is a future life, where 
happineis is more vifibly equal ; 
and I have hitherto ventured upon 
fo many fuppofitions!—yet I would 
bey leave to offer one more, relat- 
ing, though indirectly perhaps, to 
to the object now under contidere 
ation; but this fhall be che lait: I 
will afk (upon the fuppofition that 
there really exits a Beng, not only 
Eftimator, Moderator, but Creator 
alfo of all that thinks, wifhes, and 
san be happy) -- -- + yes, | prefume 
to atk, whether the created being, 
capable of conceiving the idea of 
giving immortality to the creature 
capable of withing for it, of fofter- 
ing the hopes, and feeling the 
yalue cf it, would not be greater 

than 
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than the Creator himfelf, if the Cre- 
ator had not conceived fuch an idea ? 
—I freely confefs, that I fhould 
think myfelf better than the Creator, 
had the Creator conceived fuch an 
idea without putting it execution. 
‘¢ I] now return to the point which 
requires no kind of fuppofition, I 
mean the real confumption.—Let 
us pafs from that very infignificant 
potleflor of 500 properties, to the 
greate{ monarch upon carth.— 
What difference is there between 
his confumption and that of the 
meaneft of his fubjects >—He has 
the choice of every thing, fuch Is 
the ne plus ultra of his power: 
three, four, or five pounds weight 
of nourifhing food, are really as 
fufficient for the one as they are ne- 
ceflary to the other ;—and on all 
points, what is the object that pro- 
cures to the monarch either advan- 
tage or pleafure, the price of which 
as paid by him, were it even of 
fourfold the value, is not exactly 
compofed, both of the amount of 
the tuftenance that was neceflary to 
the production of that objeci, and 


of a fum which will infa! 
for other productions, which mut 
be purchated to forward new tae 
from which the people will ¢ 

flantly have deducted their oie, 
ries, before they are permitted . 
fatisfy the fuperfluities, the lyxy 
ry Of any wholoever ?—Such . 
that never-ending ferew, that ador. 
able chain, which nothine can fio 
or break, unlefs it be the infanic 

of a moniter, who fhould receive 
that tourfold price, and bury it un- 
der ground, kft it thould prove 
ufetul to fociety.— That wretch was 
very confiftent with his feelings 
who wifhed the Roman people to 
have but one head, that he might 
exterminate the whole nation ata 
fingle blow ; but the phenix will 
ever rife from its afhes; and hu. 
manity, with all her refources, all 
her rights, would be reproduced 
from the very flones, were it pof- 
fible that not a fingle head fhould 
efcape the {word of that confiftent 
being who might wifh to cut them 


all off.” 
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as 


{From the 4th Number of the Trircer, in the GENTLEMAN'S 
MAGAZINE. } 


Ko quod 
Lllecebris erat et grata novitate mo- 
randus, 
Spectator. Hor. 
For novelty alone, he knew, could 
charm 
The lawlefs crowd. 


46 


FRANCIS. 


O treat on a fubject, in the 
purtuit of which the moit 
eminent writers.of modern ages 
have been fruftrated, is certainly 


no very eafy or trivial undertaking, 
and may feem to require more abis 
lities and more experience than a 
mere Trifler can poflibly have at- 
tained. But in an age when efta- 
blifhed principles are received tm 
ther as a burden than an advantage 
to fociety ; when fathion and m- 
vention are become the grand to 
pics of meditation and employment: 
when the leatt attempt towards the 
revival of antiquated and forgotten 
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cuiloms, the fimpleft difcovery of 
yew amufements, or the propaga- 
tion of fuch as are not univerially 
known, meet with the mott liberal 
rewards and acknowledgments trom 
every rank and ftation; in fuch an 
age, 1 fay, fome thoughts upon the 
fubject ot Novelty -may not be 
found totally impertinent, though 
unfupported by that chum which 
fhould chiefly recommend them. 

«“ Novelty, like commodities of 
every fort, becomes more or lefs 
valuable according to its greater or 
lefs degree of fearcity, and conti- 
nues to lofe part of its influence as 
new inventions become more com- 
mon, and variety is enjoyed with 
greater frequency. In thofe dark 
ages of the world when arts and 
fciences ferved no other purpote 
than to gratify the appetites of an 
ignorant monarch, or to confume 
whole lives of his fubjects in the 
contemplation of what they knew 
nothing more of, except the mere 
exiftence, without the mott feeble 
attempts to cultivate or render them 
ferviccable to the ends of moral in- 
ftiutions or natural appearances. 
Novelty may be faid to have been 
at its higheft pitch of infection. so 
little were arts and fciences known 
in thofe days, that the difcovery of 
any thing new, though never {fo 
trivial, excited their attention al- 
moft to a degree ot enthufiafm ; 
but fo ignorant were the people of 
cultivation, and their genius fo in- 
capable of exertion, that they ad- 
mired it more for its rarity than its 
real value. Having no idea of the 
operations of any machine already 
con{tructed to their hands, nor how 
that conftruction was produced, they 
could not poffibly place any value 
on that, the mere exiitence ot which 
was all they could comprehend. 
The moft they could prefume to 
do, was te fhew their apparent 
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knowledge and real regard, by re- 
maiming fixed in a flare of amazes 
ment and ttupidity, without onee 
enquiring in what manner, or to 
what purpote, fo wondertul a piece 
of mechanifm had been wrought, 
It was the amufement of inonarchs, 
to toy and dally with that which 
was the admiration of their fube 
jects. When the Europeans  firft 
introduced locks and keys into 
America, the Virginian king was 
fo ftruck with the oddnefs of the 
phenomenon, that it was his con- 
itant employment, for fome time, 
to turn the key, and become door- 
keepes to his attendants : but, when 
arts and fciences began to flourith 
more diffufely over the whole globe, 
they became the objects of more 
circumfpect attention; the folly 
and ignorance of preceding ages 
was now beginning to wear off, and 
there was maniteitly to be feen in 
every new ditcovery fomething that 
called for enquiry, and demanded 
analyfis, What was difcovered in 
this led to the difcovery of fome- 
thing more myflerious, and of 
greater coniequence ; till, at length, 
the whole body of philofophy was 
laid open, its contents examined, 
the thread of its my fteries unravell- 
ed, and its truths expofed to pub- 
lic circum{pection. By this means 
Novelty 1s become more common 
and lefs ftriking, It mutt be fome- 
thing of the greateit importance, 
and fomething of the moft extra- 
ordinary nature, that can now exe 
cite the public curiofity ; I mean, 
that can affect every individual 
equally alike; tor fafhions are con- 
tinually chamging; manners and 
cufloms depend totally upon the 
fancy and whimfies of the eourt: 
but revolutions of this fort are not 
of equal moment to all ranks of 
people; the great alone are fubject 
to them, and to thefe [ fhall very 
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fparingly allude. The late rage of 
ballooning, which had fpread atlelf 
beyond even the nations of Europe, 
begins now to be appealed: every 
fecret of the art is explored, and 
every principle that actuated the 
powers of this wonderful bubble is 
gendered common to the mott igno- 
sant beholder. Yet nothing at tts 
firft appearance met with fueh uni- 
werfal attention; nor was the in- 
yventor unworthily rewarded: and 
J am forry to remark, that fo cele 

brated a nurfery of the arts and 
feiences, as that Univerfity of which 
I have the honour to be a member, 
fhould degrade itfelf fo far as to 
fuffer fueh ingenious and truly phi- 
lofophic merit as that of Mr. Sad- 
Jer’s to hie undittinguifhed by any 
fingle mark of eiteem, or even at- 
tention. The improvement of an 
jnvention of fuch a nature, though 
at prefent fo imperfect, may lead 
to the difcovery ot fomething more 
cunfiderable, efpecially when inge- 
nuity and ambition concur in the 
purfuit of one grand end. For an 
ambition fo highly laudable as this 
mutt be, raifes in our minds a de- 
fire, which, if it once calls for gra- 
tieation, will never be retitted, nor 
ought we to refilt a paffion which 
may tend to produce fuch great and 
ufeful fervices. In every initance, 
this paflion of novelty may ealily 
be proved to be not lefs ufckal than 
contiderable. Genius, however 
depreffed by accident or inclination, 
muit at one time or other, be ex- 
erted. A itate of indolence and 
folicttude can no longer be endured 
when once the paifions are called 
forth by the force of example, or 
the hopes of encouragement. The 
warbling of birds, the falling of 
cafcades, and all the variety of ru- 
ral enjoymen’s, become either nau- 
feous or totally infipid, when once 
the charm of Novelty has raifed 


on NOVELTY. 


our defires, and its 
manded Yratification. 
that folitude and quiet a 
ettectual requifites for divine int 
the mytierics of profound je 
ture; but while they letprotie:die 
underitancing, and favour the - 
fuits after real know edee, nt res 
and tafte are left at a diitance be. 
hind. ‘bhe man of the world 
who has travelled through mof of 
the countries in Europe, and care. 
fully obferved the diflerence be. 
tween their manners and cuttom;- 
has ranged trom tavern to tavern, 
from coftce-houfe to cuffee-houte, 
and indulged himielf with the gra. 
tification of every enjoyment of 
lite, from the pomp and {plendor 
of St. James’s, to the privacy and 
humility of the ¢ ftraw-built cot ;” 
may be able to temper his genius, 
and direct his tafte to a degree of 
elegance and accuracy, to which 
the rural enthufiait is an entire 
ftranger. In order, therefore, to 
correct the natural morotity of fuch 
a man’s temper, and to divert the 
peculiarities of his manner, no- 
thing will be found of greater ef- 
ficacy than a change of place, con- 
verfation, and acquaintance. A 
tranfition from obfcurity to public 
attention; from the fecuritics of 
retirement to the hazards of a riot- 
ous and vitious metropolis ; from 
the private conviviality of a few 
friends to a wide world of acquaint 
ance ; from the artlefs m: lody of a 
nightingale, to the choral dignity 
of an opera ; from the humble em- 
ployments of hufbandry, or the 
ftudy of vegetation, to the match- 
lefs fublimity of theatrical enter 
tainments, or the matter and im- 
portance of political fquabbles; 
cannot but awake him from his le- 
thargy, and demand his attenrion. 
He has now an opportunity ot af- 
cending from fpeculation to prac 
tice, 
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tice, from precept toexample. The 
moraliit, who-has the intereit and 
happinefs of a few individuals at 
heart, mutt expect the rewards and 
acknowledgements of a few indivi- 
duals only; but he that has all 
mankind for his fubject, will not 
only be rewarded by iuch myriads 
of thofe to whom his labours were 
confecrated, but will receive the 
particular dit: nction of HIM, in 
whofe hand is the full and fole 
power of com»enfation and aps 
plaufe. In order ta proteis this 
latter, in any degree of pertection, 
a large acquaintance mutt be artain- 
ed with the world and its foibles, 
which can only be done by the a- 
bove tranfition and accurate obfer- 
vation; and it generally happens 
that this tranii ion is effected mere- 
ly by the averfion whi h moti peo 
ple frequensly diicover toa tedious 
return of the fame pleafures, and 
the fame uniform metho! of lItte. 
At a period when lettrrs are fought 
after as the grand incentive to 
earthly happineis, and cultivated 
asthe moft indifloluble cement of 
fociety, 1 am happy to obferve, 
that a means of circulating them 
by an eafy and concife plan ot pub- 
lication becomes daily increafed. 
Within the narrow bounds of a 
Magazine may be found, at once, 
information, variety, and entertains 
ment. ‘The generous reception 
with which the Gentleman’s \iaga- 
zine ever has, and {till continues 
to be honoured, may prove the 
truth of this affertion; nor can the 
clofeit imitations ever hope to rival 
originality of defign, and a noble 
{pirit of execution; and I regard 
asa favourable omen the circuin. 


tance of having introduced myielt 


to the world by means of fo exe 


tenfive and communicative a rmifs 
cellany, The warmth and fpirit 


which has hitherto buoyed up this 
publication, it is to be hoped, w 
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ftill continue to be countenanced 
and applauded :.fory in purfuit of 
any thing new, nothing can be too 
much applauded, nothing too muck 
encouraged.—{ fhall here remark 
anerror which parents are cowti- 
nually guilty of, in rettraining 
their children from that {phere of 
life, which the early bent of their 
genius has difvovered a {trong par- 
tality for. Perhaps eight out of 
ten are prejudiced in favour of # 
travelling Ife; a lite which the 
mutt dignified rank, and the moft 
luxurious enjoyments, can never be 
compared with, either in point of 
pleature or utility. To charm is 
in the power of every kind of life; 
but to charm with continuance the 
lile of a traveller ean only profefs. 
He is carried off in the heat of his 
curiolity trom the contemplation of 
one project, to others as diferent 
in their kind as diftant in their ito- 
tion. Before one pleafure has lott 
1s power otf aitraction, another 
{.cceeds in is plae; from court 
to court, trom country to country, 
from pro‘pect to profpeét, his at- 
tention is diverted, while ever 

trefh motion brings along with it 
fome new beauty, or contefles fome 
unknown truth. The boundaries 
ot his underftanding are hereby ex- 
tended, the bent of his genius com- 
plied with, and the ardour of hs 
curioity appeafed. The ftudy of 
arts and fciences is facilitated by 
a continual fucceffion of new difco- 
veries. ‘The fyitem of vegetation 
becomes more enlarged, the diftance 
and {tation of countrics more de- 
terminate, and their manners and 
policy more publicly underftoad. 
In fhort, every pleafure that can 
touch the heart, and every good 
that can improve the mind, is to be 
expected only trom the: fulleft en- 


joyments of varicty, and the keen- 


eit thirft of Novelty.” 
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ADVICE to PREBENDARIES, 


[From Apvice to the CLerGy of every Denomination and Deoree &e,] 
o ? ‘ 


tention to the admonitions con- 
tained in the preceding chapters, 
your are now a canon ot Windfor, 
or prebendary of Durham, Canter- 
bury, Winchefler, or fome other 
opulent cathedral. You have be- 
fides, living of five or fix hundred 
a-year, where the duty is donc by 
your curates for thirty or at moit 
forty pounds per annum each. If 
they happen to have wives and fa- 
milies, they may poilibly have fre- 
quent occation to exert their oco- 
nomical faculties. So much the 
better. Luxury in the inferior 
clergy is a vice. The apoftles were 
all poor men. Parfon Adams, to 
the beft of my recollection, had not 
above twenty pounds a-year, and 
yet he was perfectly contented and 
happy. Thefe arguments, if they 
fhould prefume to complain, will 
{top their mouths; befides eurates 
are a mere drug; fo that they may 
decamp whenever they pleafe. An 
advertifement in the papers will 
give you the choice of half a fcore. 
Charity begins at home. A pre- 
bendary has occafion tor every thil- 
ling of his revenue. He mutt keep 
fervants, a good table, and a car- 
riage. His wite and daughters mutt 
drefs fafhionably, frequent public 
diverfions, and play at cards. 
“Cards are now no longer the 
amufement, but the principal oc- 
cupation, the bufinefs of the po- 
lite world: therefore, as moit ot 
your time muft be appropriated to 
this rational, this initructive, this 
philofophical, this moral employ- 
ment, you cannot fpend your morn- 
ings better than in the ftudy of 
Hoyle, which, with the other red 


a 1* confequence of a proper at- 


book,will fufficiently occupy 
leiture. The reit of your 
is totally ulelefs, except now and 
then a Keview, in order to enable 
you to give your opinion octafion. 
ally on recent publications, Books 
of divinity are quite out of the 
queftion : of thefe you have read 
enough when you had ho better 
employment: befides, in the pre- 
fent conftitution of things; they 
are all become obfolete; — ! 

“6 If, out ot frelic; you fhould at 
any time chufe to preach a fermon, 
let the fubject be fome my ftical 
point of divinity ; fo that it ‘nay 
be totally uttintelligible to the con 
gregation. The people of which 
congregations are generally com- 
poted, admire moit what they leat 
underitund. As to the chritlan 
duties of humility, charity, abitis 
nence, mortification, und felf-de- 
nial, they might do well enough 
whilft you were a poor curate. 
Such topics would now give oe- 
cafion to invidious rePexions: they 
are duties, with which, in your 
prefent fituation, you have no con- 
cern. [remember a young cler 
eyman’s preaching a fermon againt 
adultery, who the night before had 
been furprized in bed with the wite 
of one ot his parifluoners. Ashecame 
out of the church, the injured hut- 
band feized him by the collar and 
threw him into a horfe-pond. 

“ We learn from «an old adage, 
that a man is beit known by the 
character of his affociates.  Fot 
this reafon, I mut admonitl you 
not to admit the minor canons té 
any degree of familiarity. They 


all your 
library 


. ilies” * 
are poor, and confequenty mene 


no characier, You may employ them 
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as preceptors to your children, or 
to fuperintend your houichold dur- 
ing your abfence, and you may 
now and then admit them to your 
table when you have no better com- 
pany. When you want to get rid 
of them, as foon as they have 
drank Church and King, you may 
take out your watch, and, looking 
towards the bottom of the table, 
fay, you fancy it is almoft time 
for evening prayers. When thefe 
thread-bare drudges wre gone, you 
pufh back your wig, feat yourtelf 
afrefh on your chair, open your 
countenance, and patting the lid 
of your fnutt-box, facetioutly apo- 
logize to the company for the ne- 
ceflity of now and then admitting 
inferiors to one’s tab'e. You then 
whiiper a toait to the baronet, on 
your right hand, and fetting down 
your glafs, you exclaim, Vive la 
bagatelle! ‘hus the laick part of 
the company are relieved trom all 
ieltraint, and the evening is {pent 
in foctal jocundity and eate. About 
eight o’clock, tea being announced, 
you join the ladies in the drawing- 
room, Where the card-tables being 
prepared, the company fits down 
to ceown Whilt, with half a guinea 
ora guinea on the rubber, and you 
break up between eleven and twelve. 
Such were the lives of the apotiles 
and primitive fathers of the chureh. 
‘Tf there happens to be a com- 
pany of firolling plavers in the 
town, three nights in the weck, at- 
tended by your wife and daughters, 
you may {pend at the theatre ; but 
you mutt not fo far forget your 
rank as to mix with the actrefles 
behind the fcenes; that privilege 
belongs to the younger clergy. 
Plays, you know, afford a moft ra- 
tional entertiinment ; and that they 
have a natural tendency to promote 
inorality, is evinced by the virtu- 
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ous lives of thofe who frequent the 
theatres. 

** Bur, though this neceflary round 
ot amufements will occupy much 
the greateft part of your time, bufi- 
nefs muit not be entircly negleét- 
ed. The tludy of the two red 
books, with the perfect knowledge 
ot which your interett is fo infepar- 
ably connected, muit, on no ac- 
count, be omitted. One will teach 
you how to fill your card-purfe, 
and from the other you will learn 
the names of the great men in 
power, whom you are to court in 
expectation of a bifhoprick. Thefe 
fevere fhudies will generally employ 
your merning hours: neverthelefs, 
you will find it neceffary to wppro- 
priate fome portion of your time to 
the receipt of your rents, and cor- 
refpondence with your curates con- 
cerning your tythes. You will al- 
fo have frequent occafion to write 
letters to the lawyers and attornies 
employed in carrying on law-fuits 
againit your parifhioners. On this 
fubject let me conjure you never to 
let the feelings of humanity clath 
with the facred intereit of the 
church, nor warp the pious feve- 
rity of divine juftice. “ If you 
vourfelf were only concerned in 
thefe litigations, you would be the 
lait man in the world to ruin a 
poor man tor the von-payment of 
his rent, his tythe, or modus; but 
this is the caufe of the church, of 
relicion, ot the whole body of the 
clerey to the latett pofterity : be- 
fides to {peak the truth, thefe farm- 
ers are tuch a pack of raftals that 
they deferve no compafhon. 

«1 have promifed to conduct 
you to the fummit of ecclehiaflical 
dignity and preferment ; and I will 
fulfil that promite: but 1 muit in: 
torm you, that your attention to 
my admonitions mutt inecreafe in 
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proportion to your proximity to 
the goal. Never forget that the 
king makes bifhops, and that, con- 


fequently, the minifter for the time ’ 


being is your fole object. You are 
rot yet fufficiently elevated to make 
a point blank attack on a chancel- 
lor of the exchequer; but by gra- 
dually extending your influence in 
the corporation, and among the 
voters for the county in your feve- 
ral parifhes, you will in time at- 
tain the honour of being mention- 
ed to him by the peer that makes 
the members; and your intereft at 
court will increafe in proportion to 
the increafe of your parliamentary 
intereft in the county. Mean while, 
you muft be exceedingly careful, 
even when converfine with your 
moft intimate friends, never to let 
{lip a fingle patriotic expreifion, nor 
feem diffatisfied with taxes nor with 
any other meafure of goverument. 
‘Vhere dre indeed many examples 
in our hiftory of turbulent men 
forcing themielves into power by 
oppoling the minifter ; but, in the 
eccletiafiical line, that method dees 
not fueceed; it is therefore wifely 
abandoned. 

«© As to the wifdom and honefty 


of the minifter, they are no concer 
of yours. If you fuffer confcien : 
to obitruct your road to preferment 
I have done with you at once: ana 
the beft advice I can ciy by 

. e SIVe vou, is 
to retire to one of your livings jg 
the country, and fpend the remain. 
der of your life in obfcurity, Bye 
Sir, | prefume you have hada jj. 
beral education, and that vou have 
by this time, fhook off the tramels 
ot a religion of which humilit 
ferupulous integrity, and felf-de. 
nial are the fundamental principles; 
a religion, that prefents an infur. 
mountable bar to the attainment of 
wealth, rank, and power, the de. 
fiderata of all mankind. Your fy. 
periors, in compliance with the 
times, have fkipt over this bar with 
great agility, They yet preferve 
the femblance of the old imprac- 
ticable- religion ; but it requires ve- 
ry little penetration to difcover, 
that they are tince profelytes to the 
do¢trines of that fublime philofo- 
pher Epicurus who laughed at di- 
vine providence, who proved be- 
yond a doubt that the foul dies with 
the body, and whole fummum bonum 
was pleafure.” 
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{From Tares, Romances, ApoLocugs, ANECDOTES, &c. in Two 
Volumes, tranflated from the French. ] 


es ABSCHELIM, king of 

the Indies, poffefled a li- 
brary fo large, that it required a 
hundred Bramins to revife and keep 
it in order, and a thoufand drome- 
daries to carry the books. As he 
had no intention to read all it con- 
tained, he commanded his Bramins 
to make extracts from it, for his 


ufe, of whatever they judged moft 
valuable in every branch of litera 
ture. Thefe doctors immediately 
undertook to form fuch an abridg- 
ment, and, after twenty years la 
bour, compofed from their feveral 
colleétions a {mall Encyclopedias 
confifting of twelve thoufand vo 


lumes, which thirty camels could 
{carcely 
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{fearcely carry. They had the ho- 
nour to prefent this to the king, 
but were aftonifhed to hear him fay 
he would not read a work which 
was a load for thirty camels. They 
then reduced their extracts fo that 
they might be carried by fifteen, 
afterwards by ten, then by four, 
and then by two dromedarics, At 
lat, no more were lett than were 
fufhcient to load a mule of ordiniry 
fizee Unfortunately, Dabfchetin 
had grown old while his library 
was abridging, and did not expect 
to live long enouch to read to the 
end this mafter-piece of learning, 
The faye Pilpay, his vifir, there- 
fore, thus addrefled him. ‘Though 
I have but an imperte‘t knowledge 
of the library of your fublime 
majefly, yet can Lo make a kind of 
analyfis ot what it contaies ; very 
fort, but extremely uietul.  \ ou 
may read it Ina minute, »e will 
it aflord you futlicient matter tor 
meditation during your whole life. 
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At the fame time the Vifir took the 
we of a palm-tree and wrote on it, 
with a pene! of eo > fi 
following suahen —— 

“i. Inthe greater part of fci- 
ences there is only this ingle word, 
perhaps: in all hiftory but three 
phrates : they were born, they 
were wretched, they died. 

‘“ I]. Take pleafure in nothing 
which is not commendable, and do 
every thing you take pleafure in. 
Think nothing but what is true, 
and utter not all you think. 

‘© IIL. O ve kings! fubdue your 
patfions. reign over vourtle ives, and 
you will conhder the governmen 
of the world onlv as recreation. 

“TV. © ye na- 
tions! liitten to atruth you never 
cin hear too often, and ot Which 
‘T here 
1s no happin {s without virtue, and 
no virtue without the fear olf the 


. ) ** 
( ‘ 
Wile 


) ye kgs! 


foph ts pret nd to doubt. 
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{From the fame Publication ] 


ee HE dean of the cathedral" 


of Badajoz was more learn- 
ed than all the doors of Salaman- 
ca, Coimbra, and Aleala united. 
He underftood all languages, living 
aud dead, and was perfect matter 
of every feience, divine and hu- 
man; except that, unfortunately, 
he had no knowledge of magic, and 
was inconfulable when he reflected 
on his ignorance in that fublime art. 
He was told that a very uble ma- 
Qician refided in the fuburbs of 
Toledo, named Don Tornibio. Im- 
mediately, he faddled his mule, de- 
parted for Toledo, and alighted 

1786. 


at the door of no very fuperb dwell- 
ing, the habitation ot that great 
man. 

‘¢ Moft reverend magician, faid 
he, addreffing himfelf to the fage, 
Iam the dean of Badaoz. The 
learned men of Spain all allow me 
their fuperior, but I am come to 
requeft from you a far greater ho- 
nour, that of becoming your pu- 
pil. Deign to initiate me in the 
myfteries of your art, and doubt 
not but you fhall receive a grateful 
acknowledgement, fuitable to the 
benefit conterred, and your owa 


extraordinary merit. 
N 6¢ Doa 
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«“ Don Torribio was not very 
polite, though he valued hinfelf on 
being intimately acquainted with 
the beit company.in hell. He told 
the dean he was welcome to feek 
elfewhere tor a matter in magic ; 
for that, for his part, he was weary 
of an occupation which produced 
nothing but compliments and pro- 
mifes, and that he would not dil: 
honour the occult feiences, by 
proilituting them to the ungrate- 
tul. 

«© To the ungrateful! cried the 
dean : has then the gr-at Don Tor- 
ribio met with perfons who have 
proved ungrateful! and can he fo 
far mittake me as to rank me with 
fuch montters ? He then repeated 
ail the maaims and apophthegms 
which he had read, on the fub- 
ject of gratitude, and every refined 
fentiment his memory could fur- 
nifh. 

«© In fhort, he talked fo well that 
the conjurer, after having confider- 
ed a moment, conteffed he could 
refufe nothing to a man of fuch 
abilities and fo ready at pertinent 
quotations. Jacintha, faid he, call- 
inv to his old woman, lay down 
two partridees to the tire; I hope 
my triead, the dean, will do me 
the honour to fup with me to-night. 
At the fame time he takes him by 
the hand, end leads him into his 
¢« binet; there, he touches his fore- 
nead, muttering three myftertous 
words, which I muft requeft the 
reader not to forget, Ortobolan, 
Piftatrier, Onagriouf ; then, with- 
out further preparation, he began 
to explain, with all pofhible per- 
fpicuity, the introductory elements 
of his profound fcience.: 

“© His new difciple liftened with 
an attention which feareely per- 
mitted him to breathe ; when, on a 
fudden, Jacintha enters, followed 
by a little nan, in monftrous boots, 
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and covered with mud UP to the 
neck, Who delired to {peak ey 
the dean On very important ‘omg 
finefs. 7 

‘¢ This was the poftillion of his 
uncle, the bifhop of Bada oz, who 
had been fent exprefs atter him 
and had galloped quite to Toledo 
beiore he could overtake hin; he 
came to bring him information 
that, fome hours after his depar. 
ture, his grace had been attacked 
by fo violent an apoplexy that the 
moft terrible confequences were to 
be apprehended. ‘he dean hear. 
tily curfed (inwardly that is, and 
fo as to occafion no feandal) a 
once the diforder, the patient, and 
the courier, who had certainly ail 
three chofen the moft impertinent 
tine poffible. He difmiffed the 
poftillion, telling him to make 
hatie back by Badajoz, whither he 
would prefently follow him: alte 
which he returned to his leflon, as 
if there were no fuch things as 
either uncles or apoplexies, 

«¢ A tew days atter he again re- 
ceived news from Badajoz, but fuch 
as was well worth hearing, The 
principal chanter and two old ca 
novs came to intorin the dean that 
his uncle, the right reverend bi- 
fhop, had been taken to heaven to 
receive the reward of his piety; 
and that the chapter, canonically 
affembled, had chofen him to fil 
the vacant bifhorrick, and humbly 
reaueiled he would confole, by his 
prefence, the afflicted church of 
Badajoz, now become his fpiritual 
bride. 

‘¢ Don Torribio, who was pt 
fent at this harangue of the depu- 
ties, endeavoured to derive advan 
tave from what he had earned, 
and, taking afide the new bithop, 
after having paid him a well turn: 
ed compliment on his prem 
proceeded to inform hun that 
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had a fon, named Benjamin, pof- 
feffed of much ingenuity and good 
inclination ; but 1a whom he had 
never perceived either cafte or ta- 
lents for the occult tciences; he 
had therefore, he faid, advifed him 
to turn his th ny hts towards the 
church, and had now, he thanked 
heaven, the Aree tion to hear him 
commended as one ot the moft de- 
ferving divines among all the cler- 
gy of Toledo: he, thereiore, took 
the liberty, moit humbly, to re- 
queit his grace to be tow, on Don 
Benjamin, “the de: anery , of Badajoz, 

thich he could not ret. uin together 
with his bifhoprick. 

«Tam very unfortunate, replied 
the prelate, apparently fomewhat 
embarraffid ; you will, I hope, do 
me ihe juttice to belie ve that no 
thirg could give me fo great a 
pleafire as to oblige you, in every 
requeft. But, th e truth is, I have 
a coufin, to whom lam heir, an 
old eccl fiatic, who is good for 
nothing but to be a dean; and, 

I do not bettow on him this preter- 
ment, 1 mutt embroil myfelt with 
my family, which would be far 
from agreeable. But, continued 
he, in an aflectionate manner, will 
you not accompany me to Bida- 
joz? Can you be fo cruel as to 
torfale me juftat the momen: when 
it 1s in my power to be of fervice 
to you? Be perfua! ed, my honou 

ed matier: we will go tovether ; 

think of nothing but the 1mprove- 


ment of your pupil, ane | eave me to 


provide for Don Becjamin: nor 


doubt but, fooner or later, I will 


do more for him than you expect. 


A paltry deanery, in the remotett 
part of Eftremadura, is not a be- 
nefice fuitable to the fon of fuch a 


man a: yourfelf. 


The Canon law would, no 
doubt, have conftrued this offer of 
the prelate’s into fimony, The 


propofal, however, was acce pted ; 
nor Was any ferup] *>mace hy eithe r 
of thefe two very intellig “nt per. 
fons. Don Torrtbie fo Nowed his 
illuirious pup it to Badajoz, where 
he hat an eleevant apartment al- 
figned him, ia the epifcopal palace, 
and was treated with the utmo? 
refpect, by all the diocefe, as the 
favourite of his grace, and a kind 
of grand vicar, 

*¢ Under the tuition of fo able a 
matter, the bifly rp of Badajoz made 
a rapid progrefs, in the occult 
fciences. At firit, he gave himiclf 
up to them, with an ardour which 
might appear excetlive: but this 
intemperance grew by degrees more 
moderate ; and he purtued them 
with fo much prudence that his 
magical itudies never intefered with 

the duties of his d'ocefe. He was 
well convinced of the truth of a 
inaxim, very important to be re- 
meinbered by ccelefiattics, whether 
addicted to forcery or only philo 
fophers and ad uivers of cea, 
that it is not fufficient to afhiit at 
learned no-turnal meetings, or a- 
dorn the mind with the embelliih- 
ments of human ference ; but that 
it is alfo the duty of divines to point 
out to others the way to heaven, 
and plant, in the minds of theit 
hearers, wholefome dodcirine and 
christian mor lity. 

« Regulating his conduct by 
thefe commendable principles, the 
learned = preiate was -elebrated 
throuchout Chriflendom, for his 
merit and picty ; and promoted, 
when he leatt expected fuch an 
honour, to the archbifhoprick of 
Com) o tella. 

‘¢ ‘The people and clergy of Ba- 
dajoz lamenied, as may be fup- 
ofed, an event by which they were 
deprived ot fo worthy a puttor ; 
and the canons of the cathedral, to 
teftify their refpect, unanimoutly 
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conferred on him the right of no- 
minating his fucceffor. 

‘¢ Don Torribio did not neglect 
fo alluring an opportunity, to pro- 
vide for his fon. He requefted the 


bifhoprick of the new archbifhop, 


and was refufed with all imaginable 
politenefs. He had, he faid, the 
greate(t veneration for his old maf- 
ter, and was both forry and afham- 
ed it was-not in his power to grant 
a thing which appeared fo very a 
trifle; but, in fa¢t, Don Ferdinand 
de Lara, conftable of Caftile, had 
afked this fame bithoprick, for his 
natural fon ; and, though he had 
never feen that nobleman, he had, 
he faid, fome fecret, important, and, 
what was more, very ancient obli- 
gations tohim, It was, theretore, 
an indifpenfable duty to prefer an 
old benefactor to a new one: but 
that he ought not to be difcouraged 
at this proof of his juttice, as he 
might learn, by that, what he had 
to expect when his turn arrived ; 
which it certainty would the very 
firft opportunity. 

« ‘his anecdote, concerning the 
ancient obligations of the archhi- 
dhop, the magician had the good- 
nefs to believe ; and rejoiced, as 
much as he was able, that his in- 
terefts were facrificed to thofe of 
Don Ferdinand. 

«¢ Nothing, therefore, was thought 
of but preparations for their depar- 
ture to Compoftetla, where they 
were now torefide. Though theie 
were fearcely worth the trouble, 
confidering the fhort time they were 
deftined to remain there; for, at 
the end of a few months, one of the 
Pope’s chamberlain’s arrived, who 
brought the archbifhop a Cardinal’s 
cap, with an epiftle, conceived in 
the moft refpecttul terms, in which 
his Holinefs invited him to affit, 
by his counfel, in the govern- 
ment of the Chriftian world ; per- 
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mitting hi . 
difpofe ae ait tine, 

» In fay 
whom he pleafed, 

*¢ Don Torribio was not at _ 
poftctla, when the courier of he 
holy father arrived. He had - 
to fee his f tho tt of been 

us fon, who fill continued a 
priett, in a {mall parith, at Toledo: 
but he prefently returned, and 
was not put to the trouble of atk. 
ing for the vacant archbithoprick 
The prelate ran to meet hi an 

1M with 
open arms. 

*“¢ My dear mafter, faid he, | 
have two pieces of good news to 
relate at once. Your difciple is 
created a cardinal, and your {oy 
fhall—fhortly be advanced to the 
fame dignity. I had intended, jn 
the mean time, to have bettowed 
on him the archbifhoprick of Com. 
poticlla ; but, unfortunately fo 
him, or rather for me, my mother, 
whom we left at Badajoz, has, 
during your ubfence, written to me 
a cruel letter, by which all my 
meafures have been difconcerted, 
She will not be pacified, unle’s | 
appoint for my fucceffor the arch- 
deacon of my fomer church, Don 
Pablos de Salazar, her intimate 
friend and conteffor ; fhe tells me 
it will occafion her death if the 
fhould not be able to obtain pre- 
ferment tor her dear father in 
God; and I have no doubt but 
what fhe fays is true. Imagine 
yourfelf in my place, my dear maf 
ter. Shall 1 be the death ot my 
mother ? 

‘<< Pon Torribio was not a per- 
fon who would incite or urge his 
friend to be guilty of parricide: 
nor did he indulge himfelf in the 
leaft refentment againft the mother 
of the prelate. 

“ To fay the truth, however, 
this mother, he talked of, was 4 
good kind of woman, nearly fu- 


eranuated, who lived quietly with 
p > | her 
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of 
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her cat and maid fervant, and 
fearcely knew the name ot her con- 
feflore Was it likely, then, that 
fhe had procured Don Pablos his 
archbifhoprick ? Was it not far 
mere probable that he was in- 
debted for it to a Gallician lady, 
hiscoufin, a young widow, at once 
devout and handfome, in whofe 
company his grace the archbifhop 
had frequently been edified, during 
his refidence at Compettella? Be 
it as it may Don Torribio followed 
his Eminence to Rome. Scarcely 
had he arrived in that city betore 
the Pope died. It is eafy to ima- 
eine the confequence of this event. 
The Corelave met. All the voi- 
ces of the facred college were 
unanimous in favour of the Spa- 
nifh cardinal. Behold him, there- 
fore, Pope ! 

‘ Immediately after the ceremo- 
nies of his exaltation, Don Torri- 
bio, admitted to a fecret audience, 
wept with joy, while he kiffed the 
feet of his dear pupil, whom he 
faw fill with fo much digmity the 
pontifical throne. He moceitly re- 
prefented his long and faithtul fer- 
vices. He reminded his holinefs 
of his promifes: thofe inviolable 
promifes which he had renewed, 
before he entered the Conclave. He 
hinted at the hat which he had 
quitted, on receiving the tara ; 
but, intlead of demanding that hat 
for Don Benjamin, he tinifhed, with 
moft exemplary moderation, by 
renouncing every ambidous hope. 
He and his fon, he faid, would 
both efleem themfelves too happy, 
if his Holinefs would betiow on 


them, together with his benedic- 
tion, the fmalleit temporal benefit. 
such as an annuity tor life, futh- 
cient for the few wants of an ec- 
clefiaflic and a philofop'er. 

‘© Puring this harangue, the 
fovereign Pontiff confidered within 
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himfelf how to difpofe of his pre- 
ceptor, He reflected that he was 
no longer very neceflary, that he 
already knew more of magic than 
was futticient tor a pope, that it 
mutt be highly improper for him 
to appear at the noéturnal aflem- 
bhies ot forcerers, and affitt at their 
indecent ceremonies. After weigh- 
ing every circumitance, his Ho- 
linets concluded that Don Torribio 
was, not only a ufelefs but, a 
troublefome dependent; and, this 
point decided, he was no longer in 
doubt what anfwer to return; ac- 
cordingly he replied in the follow- 
ing words, ** We have learned, 
with concern, that, under the pre- 
text of cultivating the occult fci- 
ences, you maintain a horrible in- 
tercourfe with the {pirit of darknefs 
and deceit; wherefore we exhort 
you, as a father, to expiate your 
crime by a repentance propertion- 
able to its enormity. Moreover, 
we enjoin you to depart trom the 
territories of the church, within 
three days, under pain of being 
aclivered over to the fecular arm, 
and its mercilets flames.” 

‘¢ Don Torribio, without being 
difconcerted, immediately repeated 
aloud the three mytierious words 
which the reader was detired to re- 
member; and, going to the win- 
dow, cried out, with all his force, 
lacintha, vou need fpit but one 
partridge ‘for my friend, the dean, 
will not fup here to night. This 
was a thunderbolt to the imaginary 
Pope: he immediately recovered 
fiom a kind «ft ‘rance, into which 
he had been thrown by the three 
mavic words, when they were firtt 
pronouns ed, 2nd pereeived that, 
inttead of bein» in the Vatican, he 
was fll at Toledo, in the clofet of 
Don ‘borribio, and faw, by the 
clock, it was not yet a complete 
hour fince be firft entered that faral 
N 3 cabi- 
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cabinet, where he had been enter- 
tained with fuch pleafant dreams. 
In that fhort time he had imagined 
himfeif a Magician, a bifhop, an 
Archbifhop, a Cardinal, a Pope, 
and, at lait, found he was only a 
dupe and a knave. All was iilu- 
fion, except the proofs he had given 
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of his deceitfulnefs, and ey}! heart 
He initantly departed, without 
f, Ls , : 
speaking a word, and, findine his 
mule, where he had left her. re 
turned to Badajoz, without inindan 
made the fmallei progrefs in the 
fublime fcience in which he had 
propoied to become an adept. 





Interefing PARTICULARS refpecting the DEATH of 
Captain COOK. 


{From the Narrative of Davip SAMwELL, Surgeon of the Difcovery,) 


“6 O widen the breach be- 

tween us, fome ot the In- 
dians, in the night, took away the 
Difcovery’s large cutter, which 
Jay iwainped at the buoy of one 
of her anchors: they had carried 
her off fo quietly, that we did 
not mifs hcr ull the morning, Sun- 
day, February the tourtcenth. Cap- 
tain Clerke loft no tme in waning 
upon Captain Cook, to acquaint 
hin with the accident: he return- 


ed on bo. rd, with orders for the 
launch and imall cutter to co, un- 
der the command of the fecond 
heutenant, and hic off the eat point 
of the bay, im o.ccr to intercept 
all canoes that micit attempt to 
get out; and, if he :oundit necef- 
dary, to fire upen them. At the 


fame time, the third licutenant of 
the Kefolution, wiih the launch and 
{mali cutter, was fent on the fame 
fe rvice, to the « j paite point of the 
bay ; and the mater was diipatched 
in the large cutier, in purtuit of a 
double canoe, already under fail, 
making the beft of her way out of 
the harbour, He foon came up 
with her, and by liring a few mui- 
kets, drove her on fore, and the 
Indians left her: this happened to 
be the canoe of Oinea, a man who 
bore the title of Orenos He was 


J 


on board himfelf, and it would 
have been fortunate, if our people 
had fecured him, for his perf n was 
hild as facred as that of the king, 
During this time, Captain Cook 
Was prepuring to goon. fhore him- 
felf, at the town of Kavaroah, in 
order to fecure the perion of Kari 
opoo, betore he fhouid have time 
to withdraw himiclf to another part 
of the ifland, out of our reach. 
This appeared the moit. effectual 
tiep that could be taken on the pre- 
fent occation, tor the recovery of 
the boat. It was the meature he 
had invariably purtued, in fimilar 
cates, at other iflands in thefe feas, 
and it had aiways been attended 
with the defired fuccets: in fat, it 
would be difficult to point out any 
other mode of proceeding on thele 
emergencies, likely to attain the 
object in view. We had reafon to 
fuppok, that the king and bis at- 
tendants had fled when the alarm 
was firit given: in that cafe, it Was 
Captain Coc k’s intention to fecure 
the large canoes which were haul 
ed up on the beach. He left the 
fhip about feven o'clock, attended 
by ihe lieutenant of marines, a ie! 
jeant, corporal, and feven private 


r ’ P 0 
men: the pinnace’s crew were allo 


sand 0 
armed, and under the ee 
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Vr. Roberts. As they rowed to- 
wards the fhore, Captain Cook or- 
dered the launch tro leave her fla- 
tion at the weit point of the hay, 
‘. order to affilt his own boat. This 
isu cireumfance worthy of notice ; 

for itcle rly fhews, that he was not 
yi nappreb enfive of meetin: ¢ with re- 
fitance from the n: it} ves, or une 
mindful ef the neceflary prepara- 


“ 


tion for the fat ty ot himfelt and 
hisp ople. Iwill venture to fay, 
that trom the app: arance of things 
jit at that time, there was not one, 
beficte timfelr, who judged that 
fuch pree ution was abfolute!y re- 
quilit : fo little did his con.’uét on 
the occalion, bear the marks of 
rdliinefs, or a precipitate relt-con- 
fidence! He landed, with the ma- 
rines. at marty upper ¢ nd of the town 
of Kavaroah: the Indians imme 
diately rh pal round as ufual, and 
fhewed hin the customary marks of 
refpect, by protirating themielves 
before him, ‘There were no figns 
, or inuch alarm among 
them. Captain Cook, hewever, 
did not feem willing :o truft to ap- 
pearanees ; but was particu'arly at- 
rentive to the — fition of the ma- 
Pines, and to have them kept clear 
ot the crowd. He firit ene juired 
forthe king’s fons, two youths who 
were much attached to him, and 
cenerally his companions en board. 
Mettenvers being fent for them, 
they foon came to him, and inform- 
inv him shat their tather was alleep, 
ata houfe not far from them, he 
accompanied them thither, and 
to wr the marines along with them. 
she paffed alone, the natives e- 
very. where protirated themielves 
before him, and feemed to have 
loft no part of that refpe*: they had 
always fhewn to his perfon. He 
was joined by feveral chiefs, among 
Whom was Kanynah, aod his bro- 
ther Koohowrooah, They kept the 
‘rowd in order, according to their 


ot holfiaties 


ufual cuftom ; and being igaorant 
ot his intention in coming on hore, 
tre juently wked him it he winel 
any hi es, or other provi fi ms: he 
told them that he did not, and oar 
his bufinefs was to fee the king. 
When he arrived at the houfe, he 
ordered fome of the Indians to co 
In, ind inform Ka fopoo, that he 
Wared without to fpeak with him. 
Th y cume out two or three times, 
and initead of returning anv atte 
iwer fromthe king, prefente. fome 
pieces of red cloth to him, which 
made Captain Cook fufpect that he 
was notin the houfe: he therefore 
delired the heutenant of marin’s to 
go 7 ° The hioeutenant tound the 
old man yuttawaked trom tleep, and 
feemingly alarmed at the meflage ; 
but he came out without hetitatton. 
Captain Cook took him by the 
haud, end in a friendly manners 
afked him to vo on board, to which 
he very readily confented. Thus 
far matters zppeured in a favour 
ab'e tram, and the natives did not 
feem much alirined or apprehen- 
five of hoMility on our fide; at 
which Captam Cook expreffed him- 
felf a hele furprized, faying, that 
as the inhabiran s of thar town ap- 
Pp ved innocent of ttealing the cut- 
e fhould not molett them, but 
that he mutt eet the king on board. 
Kariapoo fat down betore his door, 
and was fturrounded by a great 
crowd: Kanynah and his brorher 


were both very active in keeping 
order amnone them. In a little 
tine, however, the Indians wee 
obferved arming themlelves with 
lone fpears, clubs, and daggers, 


and putting on thick mits, which 
they ufe as armour. ‘This hoitile 
appearance increafed, and became 
more aial nine’, on the array al of 
two men in a canoes » rom the op- 
pote fide of the bay, with the 
news of a cliet, called Kareemoo, 
having been killed by one of the 
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Difcovery’s boats, in their paflage 
acrofs: they had alfo delivered this 
account to each of the fhips. Upon 
that information, the women, who 
were fitting upon the besch at then 
breakfafts, and converfing famili- 
arly with our people in the boats, 
retired, and a confofed mu:mur 
fpread through the crowd. ssn old 
prieft came to Captain Cook, with 
with a cocoa nut in his hana, which 
he held out to him as a prefent, 
at the fame time finging very loud. 
He was often d lefired. to be filent but 
jn vain: he continued i» poytunate 
and troubleiome, and there was no 
fuch thing as getting rid of him or 
his noile: it fecmed, as if he meant 
to divert their attention from hi 
¢ountrymen, who were growing 
more tumultuous, aid arming th em- 
felves in every q uarter. Captain 
Cook, being at the fame time fur- 
rounded by a yreat crowd, thought 
his fituation rather hazardous: he 


therefore ordered the lieutenant of 


marines to march bis imall party to 
the water-fide, where the * ke lay 
within a few yards of the fhore : 
the Indians reacily made a lane tor 
them to pafs, and did not offer to 
interrupt them. The diitance they 
had to go might be about fifty or 
fixty yards ; Captain Cook follow- 
edthem, hav ine held of Kariopoo’s 
hand, who accompanied hin ver y 
willingls : he was attended by | ’ 
wife, two fons, and feveral chic fs. 
The troublelome pricii follow- 
ed, making the fame favage noife. 
Keowa, the younger fon 
yeCtly into the pinnace, expectis 

his tather to follow; bui juit as he 
arrived at the water-fide, his wite 
threw her arms about his neck, and, 
with the adiiiance of two chiefs 
forced him to chgae* by the fide 

of a double canoe. Captain Cook 
expottulated with th 1em, but to na 
pu rpot : they would not fuffer the 
king to proceed, telling him, that 


> 
. 
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he would be put to death if he wen 
on board the thip. Kari opoo, wht 
conduct ater entirely refined to 
the wall of others, hung down his 
head, and appe sada much diftreffed. 
While the kine was in this fitu. 
ation, a chief, well known to us, 
ol the name of Coho, wis obfery. 
ed lurking near, with an iron dag, 
ger, partly concealed under his 
cloke, feemingly with the inten. 
tion of itabbing Captain Cook, or 
the lieutenant of marines. The 
latter propofed to fire at him, but 
Captain Cook would not permit it, 
Coho cloling upon them, ae 
the officer to ftrike him with hi 
piece, Which made him retire. An. 
other Indian laid hold of the fer. 
jeant’s mutket, and endeavoured to 
wrench it from him, but was pre- 
vented by the lieutenant’s m aking 
a blow at him. Cupiain Cook, fee: 
ing the tumult increafe, “al the 
Indians growing more daring and 
refolute, obferved, that if he were 
to take the kine off by force, he 
could not do it without facrificing 
the lives of many of his people. 
He then pauted a little, and was 
on the point of giving his orders 
to reimbark, when a man threw a 
fione at him; which he returned 
with a difcharge of fmall fhot, 
(with which one barrel of his 
double piece was loaded), The 
man, having a thick mat before 
him, received little or no hurt: he 
br anditiod his Pp ar, and threaten- 
ed to dart it at Captain Cook, who 
being flill unw ling to take away 
his life, inilesd of ‘ti ing with bali, 
knocked him down with bis muiket. 
fe expotiulated tirongly with the 
moi! forward of the crowd, upon 
their turbulent ! ehaviour. He had 
given up all thoughts of gett ing the 
king on boar’, as it ap p e red im 
p} ractica ble ; . al nad his care Wa> then 
only to act upon the defenfive, ane 
to fecure a fafz embarkation for his 
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{mall party, which was clofely preff- 
ed by a body of feveral thoufand 
-ople Keowa, the king's fon, 
who was in the pinnace, being a- 
Jarmed on hearing the firft firing, 
was, at his own entreaty, put on 
fhore again ; tor even at that time, 
Mr. Roberts, who commanded her, 
did not apprehend that Captain 
Cook’s perion was in any danger : 
otherwife he would have detained 
the prince, which, no doubt, would 
have been a great check on the in- 
dians. One man was obterved, be- 
hind a double canoe, in the action 
of darting his fpear at Captain 
Cook, who was torced to fire at 
him in his own defence, but hap- 
pened to kill another clote t him, 
equally forward in the tumult: the 
ferjeant obferving that he had miff- 
ed the man he aimed at, reccived 
orders to fire at him, which he did, 
and killed him. Ky this time, the 
impetuotity of the Indians was 
fom what repreffed ; they fell back 
in a body, and feemed ftaggered : 
but b:ing pufhed on by thofe be- 
hind, they returned to the charge, 
and poured a volley of itones among 
the marines, who, without waiting 
for orders, returned it with a gene- 
ral difecharge of mutketry, which 
Was inflantly followed by a fire trom 
the boats. At this C Captain Cook 
was heard to exprefs his ation: fh- 
ment: he waved his hand to the 
boats to ceafe firing, and to come 
searer In to receive the marines. 
Mr. Roberts immediately brought 
the pinnace as clofe to the fhore as 
he could, without grounding, net- 
withftanding the flowers of ftones 
that fell among the peopie ; but 
Mr. John W iHiamfon, the licuten- 
ant, who commanded in the launch, 
Inllésd ot pulling in to the athitance 
ef Captain Cook, withdrew his 
boat tuither off, at the moment 


that every thing feems to have de- 
pended upon the timely exertions 
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of thofe in the boats. By his own 
account, he miflook the fiynal: bute 
be that as it m: av, this circumftance 
appears to me, to have decided the 
fatal turn of the ; ifluir, and to have 
removed every chance which re- 
mained with Captain Cook, of ef- 
caping with his life. The bufinefs 
ot faving the marines out of the 
water, If confequence of that, tell 
altogether upon the pinnace ; which 
thereby became fo much crowded, 
that the crew Were, in a great mea- 
fure, prevented trom ulin g their 
fire-arms, or giving wh, tall tance 
they mi ght have done, to Captain 
Cook; fo that he feems, at the 
moit critical point of time, to have 
wanted the athiiance of both boats, 
owing tothe removal of the launch. 
For notwithftanding that they kept 
up a fire on the crowd from the fi- 
tuation to which they removed in 
that boat, the fatal confulion which 
enfued on her being withdrawn, to 
fay the leaft of it, mutt have pre- 
vented the full effect, that the 
pioimpt co-operation of the two 
boats, according to Captain Cook’s 
orders mutt have had, towards the 
prefervation of himfelf and his peo- 
ple. At that time, it was to the 
boats alone, that Captain Cook had 
to look for his fafety ; tor when the 
marines had fired, the Indians rufh- 
ed among them, and forced them 
into the water, where four of them 
were killed ; their heutenant was 
wounded, hut fortunately efcaped, 
and was taken up by the pinnae. 
Captain Cook was then the only 
one remaining on the rock: he was 
obferved making for the pinnacc, 
holding his lett hand acainfi the 
back ot his head, to guard it trom 
the ttones, and carrying his mui- 
ket under the otherarm. An in- 
diin was feen following him, but 
with caution and dimidit) - tor he 
fiopped once or twice, a: it unde- 
termined to proceed, Ar lail he 
advanced 
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advanecd upon him unawares, and 
with a large club, or common flake, 

gave hima blow on the back of the 
heed, and then precipitately 1e- 
treated. The ftroke feemed to have 
flunned Captain Cook : he ftagger- 
ed a few paces, then fell on his 
hand and one knee, «and dropped 
his mutket. As he was rifing, and 
before he could recover his feet, 
another Indian flabbed hiin in the 
back of the neck with an iron dag- 
ger. He then fell into a bite of 
water about knee-deep, where others 
crowded upon him, and endeavour- 
ed to keep him under: but ilrug- 
gling very ftrongly with them, he 
and ca tin ¢ his 
pinnac e, fered 
pele the 
x yards 


got his head Ups 
looks towards the 
to folicit aflitiance. 
boat was not above five or fx 3 

divant trom him, yet from the 
crowded and contufed ttate of the 
crew, it feems, it was not in their 
power to fave him. The Indians 
got him under again, but in deep- 
er water: he was, however, able 
to oft his head up once more, and 
being almott {pent in the ftruggte, 
he nm: anidihe turned to the rock, 
and was end sete ‘ to fupport 
himfelf by it, when a iavage gave 
him a blow with a club, and he 
was feen alive no more. They 
hauled him up litelefs on the rocks, 
whee they feemec to take a favage 
pleafure in whe Spit v barbanity to 


his dead body, 1 fe hing the dug. 
vers out of each panne s hands, to 


have the horrid fatista¢tion of pierc- 
ine the failen victim of their bar- 
barous race. 

I need make no reflection on the 
creat lofs we fufered on this occa- 
lion, or auempt to deienbe what 
we tel. [It is cnough to fay, that 
no Man Was ever more oved or 
admured : and it is truly painful to 
r fect, that he feems to have fallen 
a fucrifice merely for want of being 
properly late, fingue 


he] 


lupported; a 





Samwexv’s Account of the Dzearu of Capt. Coox. 


larly to be lamented, as aving fal}. 
en to his lot, who "wi ever been 
ego ra his care of thote 
under his com mand, and who! {eem. 
ed, to the lait, to pay as much a. 
tention to their prefer, ation, 
that of his own lite. 

If any thing aout added 
to the fhame and j i ation mai. 
verially telt on Ries OCCA iON, It was 
to find, that his remai; : 
defer ed, and le't Ed poit d on the 
beach, although they micht have 
been broug] ht of. it app: ars, from 
the information « ¢ four or five mid. 
Suipene n, Who arrived on the {pot 
at the conciudion of the fatal bud. 
nefs, that the beach was then 3! 
moit entirely deferted by the In. 
dians, W ho at length had given way 
to the fire of the boats, and dif- 
seeks ahi the town: fo that 
there feemed no great obftacle to 
prevent the recovery of Captain 
Cook’s body; but the lieutenant 
returned on eal without making 
the attempt. It is unneceflary to 
dwell longer on this paintul fubjed , 
and to relate the complaints and 
cenfures that fell on the condut of 
the licutenant. It will be {uiicient 
to obierve, that they were fo loud, 
as to oblige Captain Clerke publicly 
to notice them, and to take the depo- 
fitions of his accuters down in writ 
ing. The Captain’s ean A 
and approaching diffolution, itis fup- 
poed, induced ‘him to det troy theie 
papers a fhort time before his death. 

it is a painful tafk, to be obliged 
to notice circumfiances, which feem 
to reflect upon the character of any 
man. A itrict regard to truth, how- 
ever, compelled me to the infertion 
ot thefe facts, which I have oflered 
merely as facts, without prefuming 
to connect with them any comment 
of my own: efieeming it the part 
of a taithful hittorian, ** to exte- 
nuate nothing, nor fet down aught 
in malice.” 
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ODE for the NEW YEAR, 
By the Rev. T. Warton, B.D. Poct-Laureat, 
EAR to Jove, a genial ifle, 


“6 Crowns the broad Atlantic wave ; 
‘¢ The feafon s there in mild aiff mblage fimile, 
«© And vernal blofloms clothe the fr uitful piiine : 
‘¢ There, in many a fragrant cave, 
‘¢ Dwell the Spirits of the br: ive, 
© And braid with amarinth their brows fublime,” 
So teign’d the Grecian bards, of yore ; 
And veil’d in Fable’s fancy-woven veit 
A vilion: wy fhore, 
That faintly gleam’d on their prophetic eye 
‘Through the ‘dark volume of tuturi ty: 
Nor knew, that in the bright attire they dreft 
Albion, the green-hair 'd heroine of the Welt ; 
Kye yet fhe claim’d o!d Ocean’s high command, 
And fnatch’d the trident from the ‘[’yrant’s hand, 


Vainly flow’d the mytlic rhime! 
Mark the deeds from age to age, 
That fill her trophy-pictur’d page : 
And fee, with all its firength, untam’d by time, 
Sull glows her valour’s veteran rage, 
O’er Calpe’s cliffs, and fteepy towers, 
When itream’d the red fulphurcous fhowers, 
And Death’s own hand the dread artillery threw; 
While far along the midn'ght main 
Its glaring arch the flamin ¥4 volley drew ; 
How tnumph’d Elliott’s patient train, 
Baifling their vain contederate toes ! 
And met the unwonted fight’s terrific form ; 
And hurlieg back the burning war, arofe 
Superior to the fiery ftorm! 


Is there an ocean, that forgets to roll 
Beveath the torpid pole ? 
Nor to the brooding tempeft heaves ? 
Her harcy keel the ftubborn billow cleaves. 
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The rugged Neptune of the wintry brine 
In vain his admantine breaft-plate wears : 

To fearch coy Nature’s guarded mine, 
She burfts the barriers of th’ indignant ice ; 
O’er funlefs bays the beam of Science bears : 
And rouzing far around the polar fleep, 

Where Drake’ s bold enfigns fear’d to fw ep, 
She fees new nations flock to fome fell faciifice, 
Shee fpeeds, at Georce’s fage command, 

Society from deep to deep, 

And zone to zone fhe binds ; 
From fhore to fhore, o’er every land, 
The golden chain of commerce winds. 


Mean time, her patriot-cares explore 

Her own rich woof’s exhauttlefs ftore ; 

Her native fleece new fervour feels, 

And wakens all its whirling wheels, 

And mock’s the rainbow’s radiant dye : 
More wide the labours of the loom fhe fpreads, 
In firmer bands dome(tic commerce weds, 

And calls her Siiter-ifle to fhare the tie : 

Nor heeds the violence that broke 

From filial realms her old parental yoke ! 


Her cities, throng’d with many an Attic dome, 
Aik not the banner’d baftion, matly-proot ; 
Firm as the caftle’s feudal roof, 
Stands the Briton’s fociai ‘a 
Hear, Gaul, of England’s liberty the lot!— 
Right, Order, Law, protect her fimplett plain ; 
Nor fcorn to guard the fhepherd’s nightly told, 
And watch around the foreft-cor. 
With confcious certainty, the fu ain 
Gives to the ground his truiled grain, 
With eager hope the reddening harveft eyes ; 
And claims the ripe autumnal gold, 
‘The meed of toil, of induftry the prize. 
For our’s the King, who boatis a parent’s praife, 
W hofe hand the people’s fceptre fways : 
Ours is the Senate, not a fpecious name, 
Whofe active plans pervade the civil frame : 
Where bold debate its nobleft war difplays, 
And, in the kindling ftrife, unlocks the tide 
Of manlieit eloquence, and rolls the torrent wide. 


Hence then, each vain compl int, aw: ay . 
Each captious doubt, and cautious fear! 
Nor blatt the new-born year, 
That anxious waits the fpring’s flow-fhooting ray : 
O 








Nor deem that Albion’s honours ceafe to bloom. 


With candid glance, th’ impartial Mufe 
Invok’d on this aufpicious morn, 
The prefent fcans, the diftant fcene purfues 
And breaks Opinion’s fpeculative gloom : , 
Interpreter of ages yet unborn, 
Full right the fpells the charaGers of Fate 
That Albion till thall keep her wonted ftate : 
Still, 1m eternal ftory, fhine, 
Of Victory the fea-beat fhrine ; 
The fource of every {plendid art, 
Of old, of future worlds the univerfal mart. 


PERSIAN SONG, 


By Sir Wiitttam Jones. 


WEET Maid, if thou would charm my fight, 


And bid the:e arms thy neck enfold, 
That roty cheek, that lily hand, 
Would give thy poct more de icht, 
‘Than all Becara’s vaunted wold, 
Than all the gems of Samarcand. 
Bov, let von hquid ruby flow, 
An. bid thy penfive heart be ¢lad. 
Whate’er the frowning zealots fay, 
Tell them their Eden cannot thew 
A ftream io clear as Raenahad, 
A bower to tweet as Molellay. 
Oh! when thefe tair perfidious maids, 
Whofe eves our fecret haunts intett, 
‘| heir dear dettructive charms difplay ; 
Each glance my tender brea{t invades, 
And robs my wounded foul of reit, 
As Tartars feize their dettin’d prey. 
In vain with love cur bofoms glow, 
Can all our tears, can all our fighs, 
New lutire to thofe charms impart ? 
Can cheeks where living rofes blow, 
Where Nature {preads her richeft dyes, 
Require the borrow’d glois of ait! 
Speak not of fate—ah !—change the theme, 
And talk of odours, talk of wine, 
Talk of the flowers that round us bloom ; 
Tis all a cloud, ’tis all a dream ! 
To love and joy thy thoughts confine, 
Nor hope to pierce the tacred gloom. 
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Beauty 
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Beauty has fuch refiftless power, 
That even the chatle Eg, yptian dame 
Sigh’d for the blooming Hebrew boy ; 
For her how fatal was the hour, 
When to the banks of Nilus came 
A youth fo lovely and fo coy. 


But ah! fweet maid, my counfel hear, 
(Youth fhould attend when thofe advife 
Whom long expericnce renders faze, } 
While mutic charms the ravi! th’d ear, 
While fparkling cups delight our eyes, 
Be gay, and icorn the frowns of age. 


What cruel anfwer have I heard! 
And yet, by Heaven, I love thee ftill: 
Can aught be cruel from thy lip ? 
Yet fay, how fell that bitter word 
From lips which ftreams of {weetnefs fill, 
Which nought but drops of honey fip ? 
Go boldly forth, my fimple lay, 
Whofe accents flow with artlefs eafe, 
Like Orient pearls at random ftrung ; 
Thy notes are fweet, the dam/‘els fay ; 
But, oh! far fweeter, if they pleate 
The nymph for whom thefe notes are fung. 


SONG, in the Comipy of the Hiiress. 


OR tenderneis fafhion’d, in hfe’s early day, 
A parent’s foft forrows, to mine led the way ; 
The lIcfion of pity was caught from her eye, 
And ere I knew language, ‘T fpoke with a “figh. 


The nightingale plunder’d the mate-widow’d dove, 

The warbled complaint of the fuffering crove ; 

To youth, as it ripen’d, gave fentiment new : 

The object itll changing, the fympathy true. 

Soft embers of paffions yet reft in their glow ; 

A warmth of more pain may this breaft never know! 

Or if too indulgent the bleifi ing I claim, 

Let the fpark drop from reafon, that weakens the flame. 


ODE to PHILLIS. 
{From Horace, Book IV. Ode x1. by Mifs Sewarn.] 


WEET Phyllis leave thy quiet home, 
For, lo! the ides of April come! 
Then haiten to my bower ; 
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A cak of rich Albanian wine, 

In nine years metlownefs, is wine, 

‘To vlad the feilal bour, 


Niv erardes 


n herbs, in fracrance warm, 
Our various chaplets wait to form, 
“vy tender ivies grow, 
That, twi ning D) thy amber hair, 
Give joct tnd fj pir it to thin air, 
And white 4 {sg to thy brow. 
My walls with tilver veffels fhine ; 
Yhafle vervain decks the modeft fhrine, 
That lon’s with erimfon ftains 
To fee its foliage fprinkled o’er, 
When the devoted lamb thall pour 
The treature of his veins. 


Each houfhold girl, and menial boy, 
From room to room affiduous fly, 
And buty hands extend ; 
The numerous fires are quiv’ring bright, 
And, rolling from their pointed height, 
The d lufky wreaths a‘cend. 


Convivial rites in myftic flare, 

Thou, lovely nymph, fhalt celebrate, 
And give the day to mirth, 

Which this love-chofen month divides ; 

This day that deck’d its blooming ides 
With dear Macenas’ birth. 


O! not by me my natal ftar 
Is half oe priz’d '—Then, nymph, prepare 
To crace its facred dawn ; 
A wealthier maid, in glitt’ring chains, 
‘Thy noble Telephus detains, 
From humble thee withdrawn. 


IMITATION of HORACE, Book IT. Ode xvr. by Mr. 


Hastines, on his Paffage trom Benoat to ENGLanp., 
[From the 2d Vol. of the Assyium for Fucirive Preoes.) 


*OR eafe the harrafs’d feaman prays, 
When Faq. uno tial tempefis ratte, 
The C ape’s ; furrounding wave ; 
When hanging o’er the reet he hears, 
The cracking maft, and fees or fears, 
Beneath, his watry grave, 
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For eafe, the flow Maratta fpoils, 
And hardier Sic erfatie toils, 
While both their eafe forego ; 
For eafe, which neither gold can ‘buy ’ 
Nor robes, nor gems, which oft belie, 
The cover’d heart, beftow ; 


For neither gold, nor gems combin’d, 
Can heal the foul, or fuftering mind, 

Lo! where their owner lies, 
Perch’d on his couch Difteinper breathes, 
And Care like fmoke, in turbid wreathes, 

Round the gay ceiling flies. 


He who enjoys nor covets more, 
The lands his father held befor ey 
Is of true blifs poflets’d : 
Let but his mind unfetter’d tread, 
Far as the paths of knowledge lead, 
And wite, as well as bleit, 
No fears his peace of mind annoy, 
Left printed lies his fame deitroy, 
Which labour’d years have won: : C 
Nor pack’d comnnttces bieak his reff, 
Nor avarice fends him forth in quett 
Of climes beneath the tun. 


Short is our fpan, then w hy engace 

In fchemes, for W hic! h man’s tranhent ave 
Was ne’cr by tate defign’d ; 

Why flight the gifts of Nat ure’s hand, 

What wanderer from his native land, 
E’er left himfelf behind ? 


The reftlets thought, and wayward will 
And difcontent attend him till, 

Nor quit him while he lives ; 
At fea, care follows in the wind, 
At land, it mounts the pad behind, 
Or with the poit-boy drives. 


He who would happy live to day, 

Mutt laugh the prefent ills away, 
Nor think of woes to come ; 

For come they will, or foon or late, 

Since mix’d at beft i is man’s eftate, 
By Heaven’s eternal doom. 

To ripen’d age Clive liv’d renown’d, 

With lacks enrich’d, with honours crown’d, 
His valour’s well-earn’d meed ; 


Too long, alas! he liv’d to hate a) 
His envied lot, and died, too late, g 


From lite’s oppreffion freed. 
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An early death, was Elliott's * doom, 
I fuw his op’ning virtues bloom, 
And manly fenfe unfold ; 
Too foon to tade! | bade the ftone, 
Record his name* ’midit Hordes unknown, 


Unknowing what it told. 
To thee, perhaps, the fates may give, 
I with they may, in health to live, 
Herds, flocks, and fruitfui fields ; 
Thy vacant hours in mirth to fhine, 
With thee the mufe already thine, 
Her prefent bounties yields. 
For me, O Shore, I only claim, 
To merit, not to feek for fame, 
The good and jutt to pleafe ; 
A ftate above the fear of want, 
Domeitic love, Heaven’s choiceft grant, 
Health, leifure, peace, and eafe. 


. 


[ 


09) 


ODE for hs MAJESTY’s BIR TH-DAY, by the Rev. 


T. Warton, B. D. Poet Laureat. 


HEN Freedom nurs’d her native fire 
In ancient Greece, and rul’d the lyre ; 

Her bards, difdaintul, from the tyrant’s brow 

The tinfel gifts of flattery tore ; 
But paid to guiltlefs power their willing vow : 

And to the throne of virruous kings, 
‘Tempering the tone of their vindictive ftrings, 

From truth’s unprottituted-fhore, 
The fragant wreath of gratulation bore, 


*Twas thus Alceus fmote the manly chord ; 
sind Pindar on the Perfian lord 
His notes of indignation hurl’d, 
And ipurn’d the minttrel-ilaves of caflern fway, 
ftom trembling Thebes extorting confcious fhame ; 
But o’er the diadem, by Freedom’s flame 
Ilium d, the banner of renown untarl’ds 
Thus to his kiero decreed, 
’Monett the bold chieftains ot the Pythian game, 
The brighteft verdure of Caftalia’s bay ; 
And gave an ampler meed 








_* Mr. Elliott died in OGober 1778, in his way to Naugpore, the capital of Mood- 
ajee Buofla’s dominion , being deputed on an embally to that prince, by the governor- 
general and council; a monument was crecied to his MEMOry, on the {pot where he 
was buried; andthe Marattas have Guce built a town there, cailed Elliott Gunge, or 


Elliott's town, 
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Of Pifan palms, than in the field of Fame 


Were wont to crown the car’s victorious {peed : An] 
And hail’d his fcepter’d champion’s patriot zeal, 
Who mix’d the monarch’s with the people’s weal ; 
From civil plans who claim’d applaufe, 
And train’d obedient realms to Spartan laws. 


And he, fweet mafter of the Doric oat, 
Theocritus, forfook awhile 
The graces of his pattoral ifle, 
The lowing vale, the bleating cote, 
The clufters on the funny fteep, 
And Pan’s own umbrage, dark and deep, 
The caverns hung with ivy-twine, 
The cliffs that wav’d with oak and pine, 
And Etna’s hoar romantic pile: 
And caught the bold Homeric note, 
In flately founds exalting high 
The reign of bounteous Ptolemy : 
Like the plenty-teeming tide 
Of his own Nile’s redundant flood, 
O’er the cheer’d nations, far and wide, 
Diffuling opulence, and public good ; 
While in the richly-warbled lays 
Was blended Berenice’s name, 
Pattern fair of female fame, 
Softening with domettic life 
Imperial fplendour’s dazzling rays, 
The queen, the mother, and the wife! 


To deck with honour due this feftal day, 
O tor a ftrain from thefe fublimer bards ! 
Who free to grant, yet fearlefs to refufe 
Their awful futfeage, with impartial aim 
Invok’d the jealous panegyric Mufe ; 

Nor, but to genuine worth’s feverer claim, 

Their proud diftinétion deign’d to pay, 
Stern arbiters ef glory’s bright awards ! 

For peerlefs bards like thefe alone, 

The bards of Greece, might beit adorn, 
With feemly fong, the Monarch’s natal morn ; 
Who, thron’d in the magnificence of peace, 
Rivals their richeft regal theme : 

Who rules a people like their own, 
In arms, in polifh’d arts fupreme ; 
Who bids his Britain vie with Greece. 
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In this ee a deeper horror lies, 
A wilder fear appals my fhudd’ring foul.— 
*Twas on this day, this hour accartit, 
That nature itarting from repofe 
Heard the dire fhrieks of murder burfi— 
From infant innocence they rofe, 
And thook thefe folemn towers !— 
I fhudd’ring pafs that fatal room 
For ages wrapt in central gloom ;— 
I fhudd’ring pafs that iron door 
Which Fate perchance unlocks no more ; 
Death fmear’d with blood o’er the dark portal lower. 


How fearfully my ftep refounds 
Along thefe lonely bounds : 
Spare, favage blait! the taper’s quiv’ring fires, 
Deep in thefe gath’ring thades its tlame expires. 
Ye hott of heav’n! the door recedes— 
It mocks my grafp—what unfeen hands 
Have burit its iron bands ? 
No mortal force this gate unbarr’d 
Where dangr lives, which terrors guard— 
Dread powers! its {creaming hinges clofe 
On this dire fcene of impious deeds— 
My feet are fix’d!—Difmay has bound 


My flep on this polluted ground— _ 


But lo! the pitying moon, a line of light 
Athwart the horrid darknefs dimly throws, 
And from yon grated window chafes night.— 


Ye vifions that before me roll, 
That freeze my blood, that fhake my foul! 
Are ye the phantoms of a dream ¢ 
Pale {pectres! are ye what ye feem? 
They glide more near-— 
Their forms unfold! 
Fix’d are their eyes, on me they bend— 
Their glaring look is cold! 
And hark !—I hear :; 
Sounds that the throbbing pulfe of life fufpend. 


«© No wild illufion cheats thy fight 
«¢ With fhapes that hard in night— 
2 


{From the 2d Volume of Mifs Wirutams's Porns.] 


ISE, winds of night! relentlef; tempetts, rife ! 
Ruth from the troubled clouds, and o’er me roll; 
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An Irregular FRAGMENT, found in a dark Paffa ze io the Tower. 


‘“ Mark 
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«¢ Mark the native glories {pread 
«© Around my bleeding brow! 
“ The crown of Albion w reath * my head, 
«© And Gallia’s lilies twin’d below 
‘¢ Whee my father fhook his {pear, 
. *% When his banner fought the tkies, 
sé Her bafiled hott recoil’d with fear, 
¢ Nor.turn’d their fhrinking eyes :— 
“6 pe as the daring ¢ agile iprings 
‘¢ ‘To bafk in heav’ns empyreal light, . 
he The vultures ply their baleful wings, 
A cloud of decp’ning colour marks their flight, 
‘¢ Stainine the golden da tt 
¢ Bur fee! amid the ray’nous brood 
¢¢ A bird of fiercer afpect foar— 
t The fpirits of a rival race, 
¢¢ Hang on the noxtous blait, and trace, 
66 With Q loomv joy, his deitin’ d prey; 
‘¢ Tnflame thy? ambitious with that thirits tor blood, 


And plunge his talons deep in kindred gore. 


‘© View the tlern form that hevers nigh, 
*¢ Fierce.rolls his dauntilefs eye 
© In feorn of hideous death ; 
‘© Till ftarting ata bréther’s name, 
‘¢ Horror fhrinks his glowing tiame, 
“ Locks the hall-utter’d vroan, 
‘© And chills the parting breath :— 
© Aftonifla’d nature heav’d a moan! 
«© When her affrighted eye beheld the hands 
«¢ She form’d to cherifh rend her holy bands. 


*¢ Look where a royal infant kneels, 
«¢ Shrieking, and agoniz’d with fear, 
‘* He fees the dagger pointed near 
«© A much lov'd brothet’s breatt, 
‘¢ And tells an abfent mother all he tecls :— 
*¢ His eager eve he catts around; 
© Where fhall her guardian form be found, 
“¢ On which his eager eye would reit ! 
*¢ On her he calls in accents wild, 
** And wonders why her ftep is flow 
“¢ To fave her futt’ring child !— 
*¢ Rob’d in the regal garb, his brother ttands 
‘¢ In more majettic woe— 
«* And meets the impious ftroke with bofom bare, 
“© Then fearlefs graips the murd’rer’s hands, 
** And afks the minitter of hell to {pare 
© The child whofe feeble arois fuftain 
** His bleeding form from cruel Death.— 
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If death will cure his heaving heart of paia— 
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In vain fraternal fondnefs pleads, 

* For cold is now his livid check, 

And cold his laft expiring breath: 

“© And now wih afpect meek, 

The infant litts his mourntul eye, 

And afks with trembling voice, to die, 


‘¢ His heaving heart now bleeds— 

Foul tyrant! o'er the gilded hour 

That beams with all the blaze of power, 
‘¢ Remorfe fhall {pread her thickeit throud ; 
The furies in thy tortur’d ear 

*¢ Shall howl, with curfes deep, and loud, 
And wake dittractiny fear ! 

‘¢ | fee the ghaftly {pectre rife, 

‘¢ Whofe blood is cold, whofe hollow eyes 
«6 Secm from his head to tlarteae 

‘* With upright hair, and fhiv’ring heart, 
Dark o’er thy midnight couch he bends, 
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And ctafps thy thrioking frame, thy impious fpirit rends.” 


Now his thrilling «accents die— 
His fhape eludes my fearching eye— 
But who is he, convuls’d with pain, 
"That writhes in every {welling vein? 
Yet in fo deep fo wild a groan, 
A fharper anguifh feems to live 
Than life’s expiring pang can give :— 
He dics deferted and alonce— 
If pity can allay thy woes 
Sad fpirit they fhal! find repofe— 


Thy friend, thy long-lov’d friend is near ! 
He comes to pour the parting tear, 


He comes to catch the parting breath— 


Ah heaven! no melting look he wears, 
His alter’d eye with vengeance glares ; 
I.ach frantic paffion at his foul, 

’Tis he has dath’d that venom’d bowl 


With agony, and death. 


But whence aro/e that folemn call ? 


Yon bloody phantom waves his hand, 
And beckons me to deeper gloom — 
Reit, troubled form! I come— 
Some unknown power my ftep impels 
To horror’s fecret cells — 
‘¢ For thee I raife this fable pall, 
«¢ It fhrouds a ghaftly band : 
“© Stretch’d beneath, thy cye fhall trace 
‘¢ A mangled regal race: 
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«« A thoufand funs have roll'd, fince light 
¢¢ Rufh’d on their folid night— 
s¢ See, o’er that tender frame grim famine hangs, 
‘¢ And mocks a mother’s pangs! ” 
« The laft, laft drop which warm’d her veins 
‘¢ That meagre infant drains — 
« Then gnaws her fond fuftaining breaft — 
«¢ Stretch’d on her feeble knees, behold 
«¢ Another victim finks to lafting reft— 
‘¢ Another, yet her matron arms would fold 
Who ftrives to reach her matron arms in vain— 
*¢ Too weak her wafted form to raife, 
«¢ On him fhe bends her eager gaze ; 
‘¢ She fees the foft imploriny eye 
That afks her dear embrace, the cure of pain~ 
«¢ She fees her child at diftance die— 
‘¢ But now her fteadfaft heart can bear 
‘* Unmov’d, the preffure of de{pair— 
‘© When firft the winds of winter urge their courfe 
* O’er the pure flream, whofe current fmoothly glides, 
‘¢ The heaving river fwells its troubled tides ; 
‘¢ But when the bitter blaft with keener force, 
** O’er the high wave an icy fetter throws, 
The harden’d wave is fix’d in dead repofe.””—~ 
Say who that hoary form ? alone he ttands, 
And meckly lifts his wither’d hands— 
‘* His white beard ftreams with blood— 
‘¢ T fee him with a fmile, deride . 
‘© The wounds that pierce his fhrivel’d fide, 
*¢ Whence flows a purple flood— 
‘¢ But fudden pangs his bofom tear— 
‘¢ On one big drop of deeper dye, 
‘¢ | fee him fix his haggard eye 
*¢ In dark, and wild defpair! 
‘* That fanguine drop which wakes his woe— 
‘¢ Say, {pirit! whence its fource.”— 
‘* Afk no more its fource to know— 
** Ne’er fliall mortal eye explore 
‘* Whence flow’d that drop of human gore, 
‘¢ ‘Till the ftarting dead fhall rife, 
‘* Unchain’d from earth, and mount the tkies, 
“« And time fhall end his fated courfe.”— 
*¢ Now th’ unfathom’d depth behold— 
‘¢ Look but once! a fecond glance 
*¢ Wraps a heart of human mold 
‘¢ In death’s eternal trance.” 
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*¢ That fhapelefs phantom finking flow 
** Deep down the vaft abyfs below, 
‘* Darts, thro’ the mifis that fhroud his frame, 


A horror, nature hates to name!” 
«¢ Mortal, 
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“© Mortal, could thine eyes behold 
All thofe fullen mitts enfold, 
‘© Thy finews at the fight accurft 
‘© Would wither, and thy heart-ftrines burf - 
«« Death would grafp with icy hand . 
«¢ And drag thee to our grizly band— 
«¢ Away! the fable pall I fpread, 
‘** And give to reft th’ unquiet dead— 
** Hafle! ere its horrid fhroud enclofe 
“* ‘Thy form, benumb’d with wild affright, 
‘¢ And plunge thee far thro’ wattes of night, 
** Jn yon black gulph’s abhorr’d repofe !”— 
As ftarting at each ftep | fly, 
Why backward turns my frantic eye, 
That clofing portal paft ? 
Two fullen fhades half-feen advance ! — 
On me, a blafting look they cait, 
And fix my view with dang’rous fpells, 
Where burning phrenzy dwells !— 
Again their vengeful look—and now a fpeechlefs — 


- 
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Part of an ODE to SUPERSTITION, publifhed 


fome other Poems. 


N yon’ hoar fummit, mildly bright 

With purple ether’s liquid light, 
High o’er the world, the white rob’d Magi gaze 
On dazzling burtls of heavenly fire, 
And wildly ftart at each blue blaze, 
Each flame that flits with adverfe {pire. 
But fay what founds my ear invade? 
From Delphi’s venerable fhade ? 
The temple rocks, the laurel waves ! 
‘© The God! the God!” the Sybil cries. 
Her figure fwells! fhe foams, fhe raves! 
Her figure fwells to more than mortal fize! 
Streams of rapture roll along, 
Silver notes afcend the fkics. 
Wake, Echo, wake and catch the fong, 
Oh, catch it, e’er it dies. 
The Sybil fpeaks, the dream is o'er, 
The holy harpings charm no more. 
In vain fhe checks the God’s controul, 
His madding {pirit fills her frame, 
And moulds the features of her foul, 
Breathing a prophetic flame. 
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The cavern frowns! its hundied mouths unclofe, 

And, in the thunder’s voice, the fate of empire flows. 
Mona, thy Druid rites awake the dead ! 

Rites thy brown oaks would never dare 

E’er whifper to the idle air ; 

Kites that have chain'd old Ocean on his bed, 

Shiver’d by thy piercing glance, 

Pointlefs falls the hero’s lance. 

Thy magic bids th’ imperial eagle fly, 

And mars the laureate wreath of victory. 

Hark, the bard’s foul infpires the vocal firing ! 

At ev ry paufe dread Silence hovers o’er : 

Whil. murky night fails round on raven wing, 
Deepening the tempeit’s howl, the torrent’s roar; 

Chas d by the morn from Snowdon’s awiul brow, 
Where late fhe ‘at and fcowl’d on the black wave below. 
Lo, iieel-clad War his gorgeous ftandard rears ! 

“!t he 1ed-crofs fquadrons madly rage, 

And mow thro’ intancy and age ; 
Then kifs the facred duft and melt in tears. 

Veiling from the eye of day, 

Penance dreams her life away ; 

In cloyfter’d folirude fhe fits and fighs, 

While from each thrine {till fmall refponfes rife. 
Hear with what heart-felt beat, the midnight bell 
Swings its flow fummons thro’ the hollow pile! 
The weak wan votari(l leaves her twilight cell, 

To woo with taper dim, the winding ifle ; 

With choral chantings vainly to aipire 

Beyond this nether {phere, on rapture’s wing of fire. 


We have been favoured, by the Autnor, with the following elegant 
Tribute to the Memory of the late Lady JerninGuam. A tew 
Copies of it, only, have been printed, at the Solicitation of {everal 
of her Friends. 


LINES written in the ALBUM, 
At Cossey Hart, Norroix, by Mr. JERNINGHAM. 


HOU, to whofe facred page the parting guett 
Confides the workings of his grateful breatt, 

With awful pleafure o’er thy form I bend 
My gift to bring—as brother, gueft, and friend. 
Farewell, ye fhades! (ah! not to fame unknown) 
Where Elegance has rear’d her Attic throne : 
Whofe beauties, to the pure of tafte addrefs’d, 
In Nature’s charms munificently drefs’d ; 
Whofe foft amenity, with grace combin’d, 


Difplay the emblem of the matter’s mind; 
. Farewell 
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Farewell !—Say, fliall I not regret the bew’r 
Where focial intercourfe endear’d the hour ; 
Where fhe, whofe tootiteps blefs this fylvan fear 
The pride and mittrefs of this cali retreat, ; 
Her foul illum’d with Witdom’s piercing beam, 
Sheds o’er the converie her nlight’ning gleam ? 
By native Tafte, that fure directrefs, led, 

She itores her talents at the fountain-head, 

So the bright fuu-flow’r, om the cultur’d plain, 
Afpires impatient o’er her fitler train, 

Untclds her bofom at the dawn of day 

To catch the radiance of the folar ray. 

Ye fcenes o’er which I cait a ling’ring view, 
O’er which affection bieathes a warm adieu, 
That hour I now recall with pleating pain, 
Which gave your beauties to my with again : 
Yet then, as | approach’d your fmiling fhore, 
Prompt expectation giadly flew before : 

Wing’d with gay hope, as nearer itill I drew, 
Hills, plains. snd woods afium’d a brighter hue: 
Soti-wreath’d in lilac vetiment, laughing May 
With hailing afpect met me on the way : 

The various vale with eager fleps L prefs’d, 
Praife on my tongue, anu tranfport in my breaft: 
©’er each lov’d ipor | tent a tond furvey, 
Where in the morn of lite I wont to ttray ; 

‘The winding walks by memory endear’d, 
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Where with t:e growing plants my youth was rear’d, 
Embow’ring fhades, in whote deep gloom immers’d, 


Reflection fed me, and the Mufes nurs’d, 
And, fcreening from my view ambition’s fky, 
Pour’d other vilions on my raptur’d eye, 

Yet, Album, ere the willing tafk I leave, 
Warm fiom the heart thefe cloling lines receive, 
?Twas at the hour to contemplation due, 

When evening meekly trom the world withdrew, 
Beneath an aged oak, in penfive mood, 

I Sorrow’s fo.itary captive ttood ; 

When, from the ritted trunk’s obicure recefs, 

A voice breath’d forth in accents of diftrefs ; 


«6 Where! where is fhe! of mild and rev’rend mien, 
“© Once the lov’d mitirefs of this iylvan feene ?”’— 


[ 


. 


© Fall’n—fall'n—tall’n—fall’n”—a diftant voice replied; 


The branches fhook, as if to fenfe allied ; 


Wild Terror flung his itrong enchantment round, 


And evening hurried into night profound ! 
Now fond remembrance turns a willing tight, 
To dwell on gayer fcenes of patt delight, 
Pleas’d to behold her, midft the polith’d train, 
With grace, with dignity, her part fuftain. 
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To mild feftivity by nature prone, 

With inbred wit peculiarly her own, 

Prompt ev'ry {poitive incident to feize, 

Diffuling pleafure with a carelefs eafe ; 

Of pow’r to charm invincibly poffets’d, 

Unfelt fhe glided into every breait. 

There are, who, fram’d with an enlighten’d tafte, 
High on the critic form by judgment ‘plac’ d, 

Who (marking well her fenie with flrength combin’ d, 
The fcintillations of her playful mind, 

An aptitude that never loft its aim) 

With brilliant Sevigné inwreathe her name. 

To difcontent, the vice of age, unknown, 
Her chearfulne{s maintain’d its envied throne : 
The gay, the old, the learned, and the young, 
And they whofe heart pure elévanc: had firung, 
By the doft pow’r of her enchantment won, 
Would oft the glare of throng’d affemblies fhun, 
To court her ready wit’s enliv’ning beam, 

And bafk beneath its undulating gleam. 

Yet oft from thefe unnotic’d would the fteal, 
To foothe the bed-rid ftretch’d on ‘Torture’s wheel, 
To {mooth the furrow on Misfortune’s brow, 
‘To-warm the timid and exalr the low, 

With lenient hand adminifier relief, 
And clofe the bleeding artery of grief. 

Ah, ever dear! ah, venerable fhade! 
Indulge this honour by Affection paid. 
Enthron’d in bhifs, ah! yet forbear to fhun 
‘This holy tribute from a zealous fon. ° 
*Twas mine, attendant on thy evening ray, 

To watch the fun-fet of thy blamelefs day ; 
To fee thee, weary of th’ unequal ftrife, 
Shed the faint glimm’rings of exhautted life, 
And (heavenly moralitt, fublimely great !) 
At the dread opening of thy future ttate, 
‘Peach by exam ple, to thy lateit breath, 
Meeknefs in pain, and fortitude in death. 


INVOCATION to RETIREMENT. 


[From a poetic Erisrie toa Curate, by Jostan Tuomas, A.B.] 





ETIREMENT, hail! !—thy hofpitable fhade, 
By blundering Pride injurioufly pourtray “d, 
Demand my ve) fe—could gratitude infpire 
The. fage’s wifuom, or the poet's fire, 
How would the Mufe th’ immoital theme prolong, 
And biels thy fond encomiatt and the fong! 
Retirement, 
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Retirement, hail! though ridicul’d by Pride 

Sublime th’ affociates in thy bower abide. ; 

Sublime thy joys, however difavow'd 

By Inftinct’s herd, the profligate and proud. 


Though round thy bower no pompo ildi 
Nor Tatte’s contd vanities be kee ; ic 
Within the fweet recefs Truth loves to dwell ; 
And meek Simplicity adorns the cell : ; 
Learning the volume of the world difplays, 
Blaz’ning the wonders of the Sire or Days: 
Genius, with eye undazzled by the fun, 
Traces each footitep where Old Time has run: 
Science the exhauftlefs univerfe explores, 
Dives to the bottom, to the fummit foars: 
There Contemplation by fage Wifdom led, 
“« Holds her high converfe with the mighty dead.” 
While fair Content and Peace, congenial powers, 
Crown with delight the confecrated hours. 


Retirement, hail! beneath thy foftering care 
The Mufe firft gives her callow wing to air; 
To thee the liberal Arts their luftre owe, 
Plants, that reward the foil wherein they grow. 


From thee the Poer— whofe illumin’d page 
Glows, like the Sun, above the wrecks ot age: 
From thee the Sace—whofe meditative mind 
Prefcribes the Laws that civilize mankind; 

From thee th’? Hisrortanwhofe fagacious pen 
To man inculcates his firft ttudy, MEN: 
From thee the keen Pu1tLosopHe r—whofle eye 

_ Darts through the glooms that fhroud futurity. 

« From thee, Ketirement! ALL their glories claim ; 
Thine the firft triumphs in the fields ot fame. 


Beest is his lot, from Vice, from Fully free, 
Whofe tranquil paffions are arrang’d by thee! 
To him, though Faétion’s difcontented rout 
Pronounce deftrucion—while themfelves are out ; 
‘Though counties, with endemic frenzy curs’d, 
Contend and war which cypher fhell be firit, 

To him the clamour but one forrow brings, 
That men fhould madeen for {uch idle things.— 


When, darting radiance o’er the brightening tky, 
The fun renews his race: or while, on high 
The dewy clouds involve the morning ray, 
As loth to yield their ftation to the day, 
How {weet the opening morn !—the genial hour, 
Retirement! calls thy votary from thy bower, 
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To meet fair health upon the mountain’s fide : 
There, while blue mifts the lower vallies hide, 
Health and her rofe-lipt zephyrs meet, to pay 
Their balmy fragrance to the new-born day. 


When Evening hovers, in her noifelefs car, 
Upon the fhadowy bofom of the air, 
What time the ftar, that bids the dews arife, 
Drinks the laft radiance of the weftern fkies, 
And Nature breathes refrefh’d—quick let my feet, 
Retirement! haflen to thy lov’d retreat ; 
There, while each pafhon calin’d, and wifh refin’d, 
Expand the heart, and elevate the mind ; 
Let Fancy bear me to th’ immortal clime, 
Where loesy, above the moon fubiime, 
Wit! Infpiration dwells—Or, let me hold 
Converfe with fages of the years of old ; 
And gleaning ev’ry truth and moral art, 
Treafure the living harveft in my heart, 


STANZAS on FUTURE FAME. 
{From Forpyce’s Poems.] 


H me! what countlefs myriads lie entomb’d, 
To deep forgetfulneis for ever doom’d, 
Who once adorn’d life’s active ftage, 
Who fhone the wonders of their age, 
And hop’d pofterity to charm, 
By their atchievements to difarm 
Time’s ruthlefs all-oppofing force, 
And give their tame an endlefs courfe ! 
No more, alas! are heard the high acclaims 
That promis’d to tranfmit the glory of their names, 


Thofe very names have long on earth been loft : 

In folemn filence funk their loudett boat ! 
Soon were their gaudy enfigns torn ; 
Soon were their gilded feutchcons worn ; 
Their marble monuments no more 
Are feen to tell they liv’d before : 
All, all is vanifl’d like a dream. 
Yet pride fill hopes to be the theme 

Of praife unwearied to the wond’ring world ; 

Nor fears to be forgot, when from its confines hurl’d! 


While you are a¢ting your allotted part, 
Well-tim’d applau fe, no doubt, will chear the heart, 
Your languid powers demand fuch aid ; 


Without it virtue foon would fade, " 
; Virtue, 
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Virtue, alas! is weak at bef, 
And ihght ber hold upan the breaft. 
Self-love could ne’er content the mind ; 
She feeks the fanétion of her kind. 
But when Heav’n’s awful verdict once is paft, 
What can avail to her Fame’s fondeft, loudett blatt ? 





Or grant its notes could pierce the ear of Death - 
They could not yet reftore the vital breath, 
Or call forth pleature in the tomb, 
Or change or fix your final doom. 
The world’s joint plaudit fill were vain: 
Each fou] would in the place remain, 
Aflign’d her by the Judge fupreme, 
Whote approbation, or whote blame, 
Mutt ttamp the colour of her fate, 
In thit untry’d, unfeen, and dread eternal ftate. 


VIRTUE and ORNAMENT: an One to the Laprgs. 
[From the fame Publication.] 


HE diamond’s and the ruby’s rays 
Shine with a milder, finer flame, 
And more attract our love and praife 
Than beauty’s felf, if loft to fame. 


But the {weet tear in pity’s eve 

Tranicends the diamond’s brighteft beams 5 
And the foft bluth of Modetty 

More, precious than the ruby feems. 


The glowing gem, the fparkling {tone, ' 
May ftrike the fight with quick furprife ; 
But ‘ruth and Innocence alone 
Can ftill engage the good and wife. 


No glitt’ring ornament or fhow 
Will aught aval in grief or pain: 

Only from inward worth can flow 
Delight that ever fhall remain. 


Behold ye fair, your lovely queen! 
Tis not her jewels, but her mind ; 
A meeker, purer, ne’er was feen ; 
It is her virtue charms mankind! 


PROLOGUE 
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PROLOGUE to the HEIRESS, 
By the Right Hon, Ricuarp Firzparricx, 


S fprightly fun-beams gild the face of day, 
When low’ring tempeits calmly glide away, 
So when the poet’s dark horizon clears, 
Array’d in fmiles, the Epilogue appears. 
She of that houfe the lively emblem ftill, 
Whofe brilliant fpeakers ftart what themes they will; 
Still varying topics for her {portive rhymes, 
From all the follies of thefe fruitful times ; 
Uncheck’d by forms, with flippant hand may cull, 
Prologues; like Peers, by privilege are dull. 
In folemn ftrain-addrefs th’ affembled pit, 
The legal judges of dramatic wit, 
Confining itill, with dignify’d decorum, 
Their obfervations — to the play before ’em. 
Now when each bachelor a helpmate lacks, 
(That fweet exemption from a double tax) 
- Whén laws are fram’d with a benignant plan 
Of lightning durdens on the married man, 
And Hymen adds one folid comfort more, 
To all thofe comforts he conferr’d before ; 
To fmooth the rough laborious road to fame, 
Our bard has chofen—an ajluring name. 
As wealth in wedlock.oft is known to hide 
The imperfections of a homely bride, 
This tempting title, he perhaps expects, 
May heighten beauties—and conceal defects : 
Thus Sixty’s wrinkles view’d through Fortune’s glafs, 
The rofy dimples of Sixteen furpafs : 
The modern Suitor grafps his fair one’s hand, 
O’erlooks her perfon, and adores—her land ; 
Leers on her houfes with an egling eye, 
O’er her rich aeres heaves an-am'rou; ligh, 
His sear t-felt pangs through groves of—simJer vents, 
And runs diftracted for— er three per cents. 
Will thus the poet’s mimic Heirefs find, 
The bridegroom critic to her failings blind, 
Who claims, alas! his nicer tafte to hit, 
The lady’s portion paid in fering wit? 
On your decrees, to fix her future fate, 
Depends our Herro/s for her whole eftate : 
Rich in your fmiles, fhe charms th’ admiring town ; 
A very bankrupt, fhould you chance to frown : 
O may a verdict given in your applaufe, 
Pronounce the profp’rous iffue of her caufe, 
Confirm the name an ancient parent gave her, 


And-prove her Heiress of—the Public favours 
EPILOGUE 
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EPILOGUE wo th HEIRESS 


HE Comic Mule, who here ere¢ts her thrine, 
Yo cout your offerings, and accepts of mine 
Sends me to ttate an anxious author’s plea, : 
And wait with humble hope this court's decree. 
By no prerogative will fhe decide, 
She vows an Englith jury is her pride. 
Then for our [+ tress —fore’d from finer air, 
That lately fann’d her plumes in Berkeley-fquare ; 
Will the be Lelple/s in her new refort, : 
And find no friends about the Inns of Court ? 
Sages, be candid, though you hate a knave, 
Sure, for example, you’lla Rightly fave. 
Be kind for once, ye clerks—ye {portive Sirs, 
Who haunt our theatres in boots and fpurs, 
So may you fafely prefs your nightly hobby, 
Run the whole ring—and end it in the lobby. 
Lovers of ‘ruth, be kind, and own that 4ere, 
That love is {train’d as far as it will bear. 
Poets may write—Philo/ophers may drean— 
But would the qvorld bear truth in the extreme ? 
Whar, not one Blandifh left behind! not one! 
Poets a'e mute, and painters all undone : 
Where are thofe charms that nature’s term furvive, 
The maiden bloom that glows at forty-five ? 
‘Truth takes the pencil—eurinkle—freckles—/quint, 
The whole’s transform’d—the devil’s in’t, 
Dimples turn fears, the fmile becomes a fcow]! 
‘Lhe hair the ivy-bufh, the face the owl. 
But fhall an author mock the flitterer’s pow’r ? 

Oh, might you all be Blandifhes this hour! 
Then would the candid jurors of the pir, 
Granttheir mild paflport to the realms of wit ; 
Then would I mount the car where oft I ride, 
And place the favour’d culprit by my fide. 
To aid our flight—one fafhionable hint— 
See my authority—a Morning Print— 


‘© We learn”—obferve it ladies—* France’s Queen, 


«© Loves, like our own, a heart-directed fcene ; 


«© And while each thought fhe weighs, each beauty fcans, 
* & Breaks, in one night’s app/aufe, a fcore of fans!” 
| Beating her fan againft her hand. 


Adopt the mode, ye belles—fo end my prattle, 
And fhew how you’ll out-do a Bourbon rattle, 
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An ITALIAN SONG. 
{ From an Ope to Superstition, &c. } 


EAR is my little native vale, 
The ring-dove builds and warbles there ; 
Clofe by my cot fhe tells her tale 
To ev’ry paffing villager. 
The fquirrel leaps from tree to tree, 
And fhells his nuts at liberty. 


In orange groves and myrtle bowers, ° 
That breathe a gale of fragrance round, 

I charm the fairy-footed hours n 
With my lov’d Jute’s romantic fouad ; P 
Or crowns of living laurel weave, h 
For thofe that win the race at eve. i 
The fhepherd’s horn at break of day, ; 
The ballet dane’d in twilight glade, y 


The canzonet and roundelay 
Sung in the filent green-wood fhade ; 


es 


Thetc fimple joys, that never fail, 
Shall bind me to my native vale; i 
7 
t 
if 
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DOMESTIC LITERATURE 


Of the Year 1786, 





HE ycar 1786 hath not been 
TT remarkable, either for the 
number or value of its theological 
productions. We meet with a few, 
however, which may afford us de- 
firable aid in our critical enquiries; 
or which claim our notice from the 
pious and benevolent intentions 
with which they were publifhed, 


and the refpectable characters of 


their authors. In this number we 
find ** The Holy Bible; contain- 
ing the Books of the Old and New 
Teftaments, carefully printed from 
the firft Edition, (compared with 
others) of the prefent Tranflation : 
with Notes, by the riyht reverend 
father in God, ‘Thomas Wallon, 
D. D. lord Bifhop of Sodor and 
Man; and various renderings, col- 
lected from other Tranflations, by 
the reverend Clement Crutwell, the 
Editor,” three volumes quarto. The 
character of the venerable prelate 
is eali'y difcovered in the manner 
and fpirit with which this work 1s 
executed. He was diftinguifhed, 
during a very long life, by the ex- 
cellence of his heart, and his en- 
deavours to be ufeful to mankind, 
more than by the {plendor of geni- 
us, or profound literary acquire- 
ments. That reader, theretore, 
will be difappointed, who expccts 
to meet in thefe volumes with much 
critical information, or new and 
ingenious expofitions of difficult 
paflages of feripture, ‘The good 
1786. 


bifhop’s notes were chiefly intended 
by him for the familiar explana- 
tion, or practical improvement of 
the facred writings, while he read 
them daily in his family ; and, for 
that purpofe, they were written by 
him in the margin of his Bible, as 
they were at different times fuggett- 
ed by his own mina, or collected 
from the writings of others. It will 
not then excite any furprize, that 
fometimes they fhou.d appear rather 
fancitul and incongruous ; and de- 
fective in that degree of reafoning 
and evidence, by which we wifh all 
interpretations of feripture to be 
attended. Nor can we avoid la- 
menting, notwithitanding all our 
prejudices in favour of the bithop, 
that any fentences fhould be found 
in his remains, which the candid 
and liberal fpirit of an improvin 

age mutt condemn, Mr. Crutwell, 
to whom the revifion and publica 
tion of this work was entrufted b 

the late Dr. Thomas Wilion, the 
fon of the bifhop, hath greatly in- 
creafed its value, by in‘erting in 
the margin, various renderings of 
particular paflages, drawn from a 
great number of tranflations and 
verfions of the Bible. Thefe ren- 


derings, together with the biogra- 
phical fketches of feveral of our 
tranilaturs and commentators, which 
are given us in the preface, do 
honour to the induftry and good 
fenfe of the editor, and will render 
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this part of the work not unaccep- 
t.ble to the biblical fcholar and 
critic. 

Dr. Hodgfon, principal of Hert- 
ford College, Oxtord, hath acquir- 
ed deferved praife, by his endeavour 
to illuftrate the meaning and beauty 
of ‘* Solomon’s Song,’’ which he 


hath ‘“ tranflated trom the He- 
brew.” Our author defignedly 


avoids all difquifition refpecting the 
fuppofed myitical fenfe of this an- 
tient poem. His object is, to give 
firch an exact and Gieral tranflaition 
of it, illuitrated by parallel p.il- 
ages from antient authors, as fhall 
render the allegories with which it 
abounds, clear and intelligible ; 
while, at the fame time, it pre- 
ferves the ditingutfhing brilliancy 
of eaflern imagery and compoilition. 
This tafk he appears to have cxe- 
cuted with contiderable fuccels. 
His Verfion is rendered with judg- 
ment and fidelity; and, in many 
places in which it ‘differs trom our 
common tranflation, very happily 
elucidates the fenfe and elegant 
fimplicity of the original. The 
critical notes, likewife, by which 
Dr. Hodgfon juttifies his variations 
and amendinents, carry with them 
equal marks of his ingenuity, and 
acquaintance with oriental litera 
ture. 

The  Profpefus of anew Tran- 
flation of the Holy Bible, from 
eorrected Texts of the Originals, 
compared with the ancient Verfions: 
with various Readings, e: ‘pli inatory 
Notes, and critical Cbtervations . by 
the rev. A. Geddes, LL.D.” is a 
publication which hath very much 
engaged the attention, and 1 
the expectation of the iearned. 
the liberal candid fpirit with which 
it is written, together with the fa- 
tisfactory teilimonies which it af- 
turds to the extenfive abilities of the 
author, entitle it to general appro- 
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bation and encouragement, 
work conlitts of an ac count 
{tate of the original text; of the 
various editions of the sible in 
different languages, with their di iffe. 
rent characters, and of the method 
which he intends to follow ip his 
own edition, This account is, in 
eneral fo perfpicuous and i impar- 
iat and the principles on wh ich 
he propofes to proceed, are fo fy} 
and reafonable, that we rosters 
wifh him fuccefs 1 in his very labo. 
rious and very import: int undertak- 
ing. Dr. Geddes, if we mitftake 
not, Is of the communion of the 
church of Rome. We rejoice to 
find, that all denominations of 
Chrittiuns feem willing to concur 
in clearing the facred text from 
thofe corruptions; ind abfurdities, 
which the negligence or ignorance 
of tranferibers had vradually in. 
troduced. It is an omen favourable 
to the eeneral diffufion of know. 
ledge and truth. We are hap Vs 
likewite, 1 in reflecting, that the {pirit 
of the times is, at lensth, become 
fo tolerant, that the att mpt of our 
author will not excite an tliberal 
jealoufy in the mott confi 
teftant: that the character uncer 
which he deferbes a faithful tran- 
fator, is no longer confidered as to 
be ap propriated to any one of the 
various fects which prevail among 
Chritiians ; but, that in all of them 
the man may be found, who fhall 
be * unwedded to any fytlem ; and 
forgetting that he be longs to any 
fociety of Chriitians, be extremely 
jealous of his moit rational pre- 
pottetiions ; heep all theological 
confer quences as tar out of his fight 
as poilible, and invefligate the 
meaning of his original by the rules 
only « of a found and fober crit 
cifin.”” 
~ To the lift 
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vealed religion, the prefent year 
has added the name of Dr. Beatie. 
His * Evidences of the Chriftiun 
Religion, briefly and p!ainly ftated, 
in two vols.’ feem to have been in- 
tended by him, chiefly, tor the 
ule of perfons| who have little lei- 
fure for enquiry ; or who, from 
the indolence of their difpofition, 
would fooner become infidels, than 
undergo the fatigue of laborious 
difeuflion. We could have wihed 
however, that the refpectable ta- 
lents of our author had not been 
confined to the production of loofe 
and almott independent effays on a 
fubject to which he could have done 
fen ample juftice. This method 
of detailing the arguments in favour 
of our holy religion, though ic may 
adapt them to particular deferip- 
tions of readers, yet it weakens 
their ftreneth and energy, and lef- 
fens the power with w hich, in their 
regular connected form, they force 
conviction onthe mind. We muft, 
neverthelefS, do our author the juf- 
tice to acknowiedge, that as far his 
method would admit of it, he hath 
fated feveral of the evidences of 
the chriftian religion with noveliy 
and addrefs. Such inaccuracies and 
miftakes as a careful revilion will 
exfily point out, will, doubtlefs, 
meet with his correction in future 
editions ; and the werk become, 
what Dr. Beatie wifhes it to be, 
“ufeful to youth at their firft en- 
trance irto the world.” 

Dr. Priefiley, who is indefatigably 
sh in the purfuit of whatever 

ie deems to be truth, and who has 
2 cmanen for every opponent, hath, 
in his « Letters to the Jews,” called 
out new-combatants into the field of 
controverfy. The fingular oppref- 


fions by which that ancient people 
have been marked, and their dif- 
perfion over almott every part of 
the globe, he attributes to their re- 
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/ 
jection of Jefus as the Meffiah ; he, 
theretore, wifhes them to enter on 
amicable difcudion of their objec- 
tons again Chriitianity, and of 
the evidences by which it is fup- 
ported. We cannot fuffictently 
praife the admirable temper which 
Uppears in thefe letters. It is mild 
and aftestionate ; and well calculat- 
ed to call forth a {pirit of cool and 
deliberate invettig: ation. We need 
not fay that, in the hands of fo 
able a difputant, the arguments in 
favour of our author’s fide of the 
quettion, lofe nothing of their 
weicht and force. Thoic, however, 
who differ from Dr. Prieitley in his 
views of chriftian doctrine, will not 
thank him for relinquifhing at the 
beginning of the controverty, the 
fuppoted ‘fuperiority of Jetus ta 
human beings, and the doctrine of 
his miraculous conception. And 
there are others who will think, 
that the profpect with which he 
flatters the Jews, of a fplendi 
temporal kingdom, under a prince 
of the houfe of David, is rather 
the cresture of a luxuriant fancy, 
than drawn from any of the repre- 
fentations or prophecies of the fa- 
cred writings. But independente 
ly of the peculiar opinions of our 
uuthor, we rejoice that by the pre- 
fent publication, the attention of 
the ingenious and learned among 
the Jews, is likely to’be directed to 
an enquiry into the feriptural cha- 
racter of the Melliah, and the 
claims of Jefus Chriii. Awd ye 
hope to find their writings on this 
fubject, dictared by the fame liberal 
candid {pirit which thefe letters dil- 
cover. 

To the unwearied zeal which 
cave rife to the laft article, are we 
to afcribe the fame author’s ** Hif- 
tory of karly Opinions concermg 
Jefus Christ, compiled from origi- 
nal Writers; proving that the Shric - 
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tian church was at firft Unitarian ; 
in four vols. 8vo.”? Thefe volumes 
contain an enlarged and very am- 
le difcuffion of a fubject, to which 
r. Prieftley had beiore called the 
attention of the public in his Hifl- 
tory of the Corruptions of Chrif- 
fianity. The firft part of the pre- 
fent work contains the hiftory of 
opinions which preceded the doc- 
trine of the divinity of Chriit, and 
prepared the way for it. Under 
this divilion, a particular account 1s 
given of the principals of the Gnof- 
tics, which they borrowed trom the 
eaflern philofophy, and of the rla 
tonic Chriltians; to the mixture of 
whofe fy'ems, our author, in his 
fecond part, attributes the do¢trines 
of the pre exiftence of Chriil, and 
of the equabity of the three per- 
fons of the Trinity. The third 
part confifis of an hiftury of the 
Unitarian doctrine, which is traced, 
on the authority of the facred books, 
from Mofes to Jefus Chriil and his 
apoftles ; and after their times, from 
the earlieft remains which we have 
of the firft chriilians, and the fub- 
jects which were chiefly controvert- 
ed by the different fects of whom 
we have any certafn information. 
To this hiftory is added 2n account 
of the rife of Arianifm, and of the 
other opinions which bear any re- 
lation to the Trinitarian and Unita- 
rian controverfies ; of the remains 
of the eattern and Platonic philo- 
fophy ‘n the creeds of the modern 
Chrittian fects ; and of the prefent 
ftate of the controverfy refpecting 
the perfon of Chrift. We may he- 


fitate at embracing the opinions of 
Dr. Prietiley; and even doubt of 


the real importance of thefe hif- 
torical enquiries to the eftablifh- 
ment of that hypothefis for which 
he contends. But we cannot doubt 


of the goodnefs of his motives ; of 


the fairnefs with which he hath re- 
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prefented the paflages which he 
hath adduced trom antient Wiiters + 
or with-hold our praife from him 
on account of the great labour and 
attention which he hath be owed 
on the prefent publication. Nei. 
ther can we do leis at the fame 
ume, than admire the boldnefs with 
which he courts and provokes op. 
potion, and offers what he hath 
Written to the mott rivorous ex. 
amination ; declaring his readinefs 
to anfwer at the bar of the public, 
any important quetiions upon the 
fubject, when properly put to him, 
It would feem to arife trom a per 
fect conviction that, although in 
fome trifling inftances he may have 
been inadvertent, or miftaken, his 
leading polition cannot be invalid- 
ated by his moft learned and inge- 
nious adverfaries. 

We were mittaken, when we gave 
it as OUY Opinion in a former Regif- 
ter, that the conteft between Dr, 
Hortley and Dr. Priettley was, pro- 
bably, at an end. The former 
gentleman hath again entered the 
lifts, by * Remarks upon Dr, 
Priefiley’sfecond LetrerstotheArch- 
deacon of St. Alban’s, with Proofs 
of certain Facts aflerted by the Arch- 
deacon.”? He takes care, however, 
to excufe his long filence by de- 
claring, that he confidered Dr. 
Pricitley as an *¢ indifferent anta- 
gonift,” whofe ** book abounds with 
new fpecimens of confident igno- 
rance;”’ and of his * incompe- 
tency to write on the fubject ;” 
and his fatistaction that he was 
at liberty to ‘*indulge his indo- 
lence, without fetming to defert 
his caufe ;” aft that his fole rea» 
fon for now troubling the public, 
is to eflablifh fome facts, which had 
been too peremptorily denied, and 
to vindicate his character from af- 
perfions which had been too incon- 
liderately thrown out, The facts 

which 
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which he wifhes to prove are, Ori- 
een’s want of veracity in difputa- 
tion ; the exiilence of orthodox He- 
brew Chriftians in Judea, afier the 
time of Adrian; «and the decline 
ef Calvinim, amounting alimoft to 
a total extinction of it amongitt 
Englifh diffenters. On the two 
former topics, his reafonings are 
deferving the attention of Dr. 
Pricitley, and will, doubtlefs, meet 
with it: what he hath faid on the 
latter, is confi-ered by thofe who 
are beft acquainted with the {tate 
of the diflenters in England, to be 
totally void of truth. We will not 
exprefs what we tele from the 
haughty and virulent language 
which difgr ces the prefent publi- 
cation. It affects, not the matter 
in difpute, | ut the character of Dr. 
Horfley, as a gentleman, and as a 
chriftiaue Should the contett be- 
come perfonal, our readers will not 
expect that we fhall take any tar- 
ther notice of it. 

What we have faid in the former 
article, refpecting the ftate of the 
Englith diffenters, has been ably 
and fatisfactorily confirmed by a 
pamphlet, entitled ** the Calvinifm 
of Proteftant Diffenters aflerted ; in 
a Letter to the Archdeacon of St. 
Alban 's: by Samuel Palmer, Pattor 
ef the Independent Congregation at 
Hackney ;” in which the author, 
with contiderable advantage, ex- 
potes the weak grounds on which 
Dr. Hortley had built his decl.ra- 
tion, and fully efablifhes the prin- 
ciple for which he c nterds. 

The clergymen and lay gentle- 
men who formed themfelves into a 
fociety, in Effex-ftreet, tor the pur- 
pote of promoting the knowledge 
of the fcriptures, have, fince we 
took notice of their publications, 
added three new numbers to their 
“Commentaries and Effa) s.”” Th ir 
34 number contains ** A new Trani- 
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lation of Ifaiah, i. 12. with Notes, 
{upplementary to thofe of Dr, 
Louth, Bithop of London, and 
4 ‘ntaloing Re varks on fome Parts 
of his Tranflauon and Notes: to- 
gether with a Criticifm on Gen. 
iv. 26.” The new tranilation of 
Ifaiah is the product on of the fave 
able pen to which we \.:¢ indebt- 
ed for a very rational and execilent 
criticifm on the 53d chap. of the 
fame prophet, in a former number. 
The obfervations 0» Gen. iv. 26. 
throw contiderable light on a paf- 
fave which, as it ftands in our pre- 
fent tranflation, has afforded much 
room for the conjectures of diffe. 
rent commentators, N?’ IV. con- 
tains ** critical notes on many paf- 
fares of the Old Teftament, ’ which 
will be found exceedingly ufeful to 
the biblical fcholar; aud “an en- 
quiry intothe evidence which points 
out Chrift to have been only a creae 
ture of the human race, invetted 
with extraordinary powers from 
God; as it arifes from his own de- 
clarations, and tho.e of his apoftles 
and evangelitts.” In the latter 
tract, the principal arguments in 
favour of the Socinian hypothetis, 
are deduced from illu‘rations of 
the different texts relating to the 
perfon and character of Chriit in 
the gofpel and epiiles. NV. con- 
tains obfervations on prrts of the 
vill, xi, and xii. chapters of Da- 
niel;”? which will afford defirable 
aid in elucidating the dark language 
of the prophetical writings: and, 
alfo, ‘*agleaning of remarks on 
Mr. Travis’s Attempt to revive the 
exploded Text of 1 John, chap. v. 
verfe -,” which, by unqueflionable 
authorities, juftifies the cenfure we 
formerly pafied on that illiberal and 
injudicious performance, 

Inthe “ Four Dialogues on the 
Doctrine of the Holy Trinity, &c. 
by E. W. Whitaker, Reétor of St. 
° P 3 Miidred’s 
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Mildred’s and All Saints Canter- 
burv,’’ the aurbor enters the jitis in 
fupport of the Athanafian doctrine, 
in oppofition to the cangcrous a: d 
formidable Dr. Priefiley. ‘Ihe two 
firft dialogues are employed in ex- 
plaining and juftitying the com- 
monly received opinion ; and the 
third in endeavouring to prove, 
that it is the doctrine not only of 
the new but alfo of the Old ‘Tetia- 
ment. “The tourth dialogue treats 
on the fubject of the atonement. 
Learning and candour, whatever 
the fentiments be in fupport of 
which they are engaged, are en- 
titled to our reipecttul attention and 
notice. Had the author of the 
prefent dialogues a juft claim to 
the former qualification, he would 
not have afflerted, that thote who 
do not find a Trinity in the con- 
junction of the plural Elohim with 
afingular verb, muft be ignorant 
of the general principles of gram- 
mar. Had he been a candid, mo- 
deft writer, he would have letlitat- 
ed in acculing his refpectable anta- 
vonilt of ** unblufhing obit nacy” 
In maintain'ng points which have 
been repeatedly contuted ; of * en- 
tire unikilfulneis” in a language 
which he pretends to yender with 
critical exactnefs ; and in calling in 
queition the fincerity and upright- 
ne's of his views. 

Thewruer of ** A Defence of the 
Doctrine, and eternal Sonthip of 
our Lo:d Jefus Chritt, as reveakd 
in the Scriptures, in oppofition to a 
late Scheme of temporal Sonfhip,”’ 
who figns himfelf a Baptift, con- 
tends with zeal, and at the fame 
time with candour and moderation, 
for what appears to him to be a 
tundamental truth of the eoipel. 
What gave oceafion to this pam- 
phlet was an opinion amonett fome 
ef his brethren, that the filial re- 
lation of Jelus Chriti to the Father 
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did not take place "tl the time 
when he was born of a wo 
Avgainit this notion he fupports the 
more orthodox one, that the fecond 
perion in the ‘Trinity exifted in the 
filial relation from all eternity, 
And we mutt do our author the 
juftice to acknowledge, that he 
feems well acquainted with the are 
guments which can molt torcibly 
be adduced in favour of dis hy po- 
thefis; and that he delivers his 
ideas as diliinctly and intelligibly, 
as the nature ot fuch a mv fterious 
and incomprehentible fubject would 
admit of. 

Mr. Toulmin’s * Short EMiy on 
Baptifm ; intended to elucidate the 
Queition reipe ‘tine the extent and 
Perpetuiy of it’s Obligations,” is 
written with the fame pertpicuity 
and liberality which we have no. 
ticed and praifed in fome ot his 
former publications. Our theolo- 
gical readers need not to be inform. 
ed, that Mr. Emlyn, and fince his 
time, feveral other writers have 
exprefied their doubr, whether bap- 
tifim was enjoined to be continued 
to the defcendants of chriltian pa- 
rents; or, Whether it was not fole- 
ly intended for profelytes to chnil- 
tunity. This doubt he combats 
with ingenuity and found argu- 
ment; and fatisfactorily eftablithes 
the opinion, that baptifm was in- 
ae to be of gencral obligaticn, 
and to be perpetually kept up in 
the chriliian church. We make 
no obfervations on his connecting 
his reafoning fo much wih his 
principles in favour of adult bap- 
tifm ; fince we apprehend that the 
queition cannot, in the leait, be at- 
fected by any peculiarity of icnu- 
ment refpecting the fubjccts of the 
rite. 

Mr. Dore’s ** Letters cn Faith,” 
contain many rational and ufeful 
obfervations. In the three firtt 
letters 


man, 
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letters he treats of the nature, the 
grounds, and the ettects of faith: 

in which, it his definitions and il- 
juiirations are not always s metaphy- 
fically accurate, his meaning is ex- 
prefle d with iufficient pertpicuity, 
and his conclutions ae, 1 general, 
init and unexception able. The 
fourth letter 1s on the reafonable- 
nefs of our faith in Chrili, and 
cont.ins a bricf and well connected 
jummary of the arguments in fa- 
vour of bis beng the Meiliah. The 
next letter is on the importance of 
faith in Chritt; together wegh va- 
rious and ufetul views of! the re- 
fources which it affords the mind 
in adliction and diitreis. To thele 
letters tucceed fome milcellaneous 
obfervations of a religious and 
practical tendency. What we are 
much pleated with, in re: ding this 
little performauce ts, the benevo- 
lent catholic fpinit of the author, 
Who appears anxious, not fo mucl 
to make _proielytes to any particue 
lar opinions, as to itrengthen the 
great principles ot religion, and to 
excite a rational di!paflionate tem- 
per in enquiries after truth. 

Ot a very different complexion 
and character are the * biilerta- 
tions on the Origin, Nature, and 
Purfuits of Inteilicent Beings, and 
on \-ivine Providence, Religion, and 
religious W orfhip, &e. by |. L. 
Holowell, fe Vhete differ- 
tutions contain a itrange unnatural 
compound of oriental and chriftian 
theology. Mr. Holwell fuppofes 
that the earth and the whole pla- 
netary fyftem were created for the 
refidence of rebellious angels, who 
were cait out of heaven, and who 
are condemned te remain in them, 
as ina prob. itionary ftate, under 
the forms of men and different ani- 
mals, fubject to a continued trant- 
mivration in the line of their re- 
{pective fpecies, *till the confum- 
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mation of all things, when they 
fhall regain their former dignity and 
happinefs, The mott ambitious 
and malicnat of thefe {pirits, he 
confiders us having animated the 
various tribes of pricits and pre- 
tended * men of God,” who, un- 
dor different torms of religion, have 
‘obtained dominion over ninety= 
nine hundred parts of this habit- 
able globe.” But, we cannot ate 
tempt to tollow the author throug h 
his rambling and inconfiftent: the- 
ory. VW hat appears to be his prin- 
cipal and avowed object is, to ex- 
pote the various ¢ fects afiiming 
the name and tite of chriftians, 
withour pottetling one jota of the 
genuine {pirit of chriftian: ity, either 
in fentiment, purity of worfhip, 
or difiip'ine ; and to recommend 
a plan tor the retermation of the 
church and national worthip, on 
the curious mixed principles which 
he has adopted. We cannot but 
acknowleage, that in reading thefe 
differtations we mect with many 
traces of good fenfe and inform- 
ation; but the foundation of the 
author’ s theory is fo ftrange and 
hy pothetic: ul, his creed fo complex 
and quetlionable, and his extra- 
vagancies are fo numerous, that 
we cannot give his work the fane- 
tion of our recommendation, e¢i- 
ther as an entertaining or ufetul 
performan e, 

A Chinefe Fragment; con- 
taining an F nquiry into the prefs nt 
State of Religion in England, &c.”’ 
appears to have been written with 
the good intention of pointing out 
and correcting the vices and follics 
of the age, and of recommending 
a more general attention to the 

true {pirit and practice ot religion. 
But we apprehend, that the author, 
by overcharging his mcture ot the 
Times, hath re ndered it fo unna- 


tural and difgutiing as to deilroy 
P4 all 
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a'l proper effect. The cenfure 
which he paffes on different or- 
ders and protetlions, is too general 
and indifcriminate ; and his view 
of modern principles and manners 
too bigotted and gloomy. It is not 
improbable theretore, that his la- 
bours, though they frequently dil- 
cover marks of ability, and ac- 
quaintance with our beit writers, 
will meet with the fate to which 
trite and vague declamations are 
commonly contigned. 

The benevolent and ufeful plan 
of eftablifhing Sunday Schools in 
different parts of the kingdom, hath 
met with a public advocate and 
fupporter in the refpectable bifhop 
Porteus. In ** A Letter to the 
Clerey of the diccefe of Chefier, 
&c.”> He warmly recommends an 
attention to thefe excellent inititu- 
tions, which, from their origin, 
have been attended with confider- 
able fuccefs. Among other con- 
fiderations, he urges very forcibly, 
the facility of fupporting them, not 
more than five pounds being ne- 
ceflary for the annual inftruction of 
twenty children; the {mal! degree 
of kcarning propofed to be taught 
in them, which will neither indif- 
pofe nor unqualify the learners for 
the moft laborious employments ; 
the habits of attention and induitry 
they will occafion ; and the {pirit 
of devotion which they will im- 
perceptibly cherifh and encourage 
in minds of the young. Thefe 
confiderations, together with his 
feafonable advices relating to their 
eftablifhment and conduct, will, we 
doubt not, meet with proper re- 
gard, and produce good effects in 
every part of the kingdom. 

The * Six Letters to a Friend 
on the Efiablii ment of Sunday 
Schools, by, Philip Parfons, A. M. 
Mintiter of Wye, in Kent,’ are, 
likewife, deferving of recommend- 





ation, from the rational liberal { 
nt in which they are written 4 
well as from the ferious, ufetul ad. 
drefles to parents and to children 
which they conra'n. 
The mifreprefentations which 
were indultrioufly propasated, by 
the bi.,otted among the Roman ca- 
tholics, reipecti: g the motives on 
which Mr, W harton quitted their 
communion, have engaed the rey, 
Joha Hawkins, who is himfelf a 
convert from popery, to publith 
*¢ An A; peal to Scripture, Keaf n, 
and Tyasiton, in Support of the 
Doctrines contained in a Letter to 
the Roman Catholics of \Vorecciier, 
from the late Chaplain of that So- 
ciety, &c.” ‘lhis volume jis a 
fentible, cool, and difpaffionate vin- 
cication of the prince ples of the 
reformation, and of the conduct of 
Mr. Wharton in embracing them, 
In the potifeript, which is of con- 
fiderable length, we are pre‘ented 
with quotations from the Fathers, 
and other eccletia ical wrters ; 
whofe teftimony, of fuch acknow- 
ledged weight with his opp. nents, 
is with great fairnefs adduced in 
fupport «f our author’s opinions. 
His resfonings on this ground, are 
well worth the ferious perutal of 
thofe in the Romifh church, who 
are not determined againit enquiry, 
and who are open to conviction, 
3ut what particu arly pleafes us 
in the prefent publication, »s Mr. 
Hawkins’s tettimony to an impor- 
tant fact, of which from hi- edu- 
cation and conneéticns he is fully 
competent to judge; that in the 
periuafion which he hath quitted, 
‘¢ there has been a f. cret reforma- 
tion in faith as well a- d:fcipline, 
long, though fecretly guiming 
ground.”? We have not the leat 
doubt of the truth of this repreten- 
tation. And we rejoice in our con- 
viction, that the enlightened a 
ers 





















































bers of the church of Rome reje:, 
with indignation and contempt, the 
extravagant Opinions, that indul- 
gence and abfolution can be ex- 
tended to unrepented, or to “ fu- 
ture crimes ;”’ that itis * lawful, 
or at leaft difpenfable, to break 
their fait with heretics; that they 
{till believe the pope to be infal- 
lible and impeccable ; or that, 
without any reftriction or excep- 
tion, they refute the pofibility of 
falvation to all who diffent from 
their religious tenets.”’ 

The ** Sacra Privata; or Private 
Meditations and Prayers of Bilhop 
Wilfon, &c.”’ have been extracted 
and abridged from a large collec- 
tion of his tracts, and adapted to 
gener 1 ufe. The principal excel- 
levce of thefe devotional pieces 
ariies trom the fpirit of fervent 
piety which di‘tated them, and 
which they are ca'culated to excite 
and ftrenuthen in others. Should 
another edition of this little publi- 
cation be called for, we doubt not 
but that the editor will render it 
{till better adapted to general edi- 
fication, by fome farther abridge- 
ments and alterations, the propriety 
of which his own good fenfe will 
eafily point out. 


In our account of the fermons of 
the vear 175, we overlooked two 
volumes ** On Various Subjects, 
and preached on feveral Occations, 
by the late rev. Thomas Franklin, 
D. D. chaplain in ordinary to his 
Majefty, &e.’” The merits of our 
author, as an elegant fcholar and 
critic, were well known in the lite- 
rary world, and procured him no 
fmall fhare of refpect. And his 
difcourfes on Relative Duties, which 
were publifhed under his own in- 
fpection, recommended themfelves 
by their perfpicuity and elegance, 
and a fpirit of animated piety. It 
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does not appear, that the fermons 
which compoie the prfent volun.cs 
were ever detiune’ -y the Dr. for 
publication, From the form and 
difpofition of their materials, it 
would feem that they were intend. 
ed tor the common us of the pul- 
pit. It will not therefore, be ex- 
pected, that they fhould be equally 
excellent and pertect with thoie 
which were finithed by his own 
hands, But if they are not di- 
flinguifhed by any marks of fupe- 
rior merit, by a brilliancy of ima- 
gination, or anoriginali y and Cepth 
of thought, they are, neverthelefs, 
written with great eale, fimplicity, 
and fe:ioufneis ; thér fubjects, in 
general, are calculated to engage 
attention to the preacher, and they 
may be perufed in the clofet, by 
well difpoted readers, with edifica- 
tion and improvement. 

Among the fermons of the year 
1786, preduced by the clergy 
of the eftablifhed church, thote 
preached before the honourable 
Societies of the Inner and Middle 
Temple, by the late Williqm 
Stafford Done, D. D. Prebendary 
of Lincoln, and Archdeacon of Bed- 
ford,” are entitled to eur refpectful 
notice. The following account of 
them by the editor, the rev. R. 
Shepherd, archdeacon of Bedford, 
conveys a juit idea of the rank 
which they are entitled to hold 
among pulpit performances. * The 
nature of the difcourfes now offer- 
ed to the public, is happily adapt- 
ed to the audience before whom 
they were preached ; men of learn- 
ing, who are in the coniiant habit 
of purfuing arguments, of detect 
ing falfhood, and invelligating 
truth. They are chiefly argumen- 
tative; and if the arguments ap- 
sear fometimes too abitraced, even 
when mott abttrufe, they difcover 


in the author, a full poffeffion = 
is 
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his fubject. They are always in- 
genious; and if not always new, 
his method of producing them 

makes them peculiarly his own. 
There is a fingularity in the tlyle, 
which every reader may not ap- 
prove; but thofe who knew him 
beit, know it is not laboured or af- 
feé ted ; ; it was the language of his 
familiar Letters, and in fome mea- 
fure, even of his ordinary conver- 
fation,”’ 

Mr. Hoole’s **Sermons, preach- 
ed in the Parifh Church of St. Al- 
ban, Wood-ftreet,” are alio deferv- 
in of public acceptance, as fen- 
ible, rational, and ufetul compo. 
fitions. Our Author’s fubjects are 
the principal points of natural and 
revealed religion; on which his 
fentiments are liberal and juit, and 
delivered in language that is eaty 
and agreeable. He does not affect 
any peculiarity or novelty of 
thought, or the ornaments of mo- 
dern rhetoric; but appears defirous 

of imprefling on the minds of his 
readers, the importance of ferious 
truths, rather than of exciting 
their admiration of his talents 
and ingenuity, or of entertaiming 
and pleafing their tancy. 

On Mr. ik udd’s ** Sermons on re- 
livious and practical Subjects,”” we 
may, In general, bellow a fimilur 
character with that which we have 
drawn in the preceding article. 
‘Nhe author is fenfible and inge- 
nious ; his fiyle is comeét and ani- 
mated ; and his views of Chriftian 
doctrine are moderate and unex- 
ceptionable. We mutt, however, 
withold our praife trom the lan- 
guage in which he fpeaks of a ce- 
lebrated advocate for the doctrine 
af materialifm. It will be called 
the language of bigetry, or of 
contempt. The former, our au- 
thor would be afhamed of ufing ; 
the latter, no one can be jutlitied in 


applying to fo diftinguifhed a cha. 
racter. 

Mr. Davy’s “ Syttem of Diyi. 
nity, ina Courfe of Sermons, on 
the Being and Attributes of God ; 
on fome of the mot important 
Articles of the Chriitian Religion, in 
connectin ; and on the feveral Vir. 
tues and Vices of mankind,” js 
compoted of felections from the 
works of different authors, Which 
our editor hath the merit ot having 
chofen and arranged with judge- 
ment and ability. He is “no way 
ambitious to fay ncw thines , but 
principally careful to enfo: ce, ina 
more uletul way, old Truths, and 
to bring together in one body, the 
detached works of the beft authors ; 
that what hath hitherto been the 
entertainment otf a few only, ine ht 
be fet forth for the benefit of the 
world at large ; and every one be 
fupplied with a fyiten of practical 
divinity, in every way fuited to the 
advanceinent of family devotion.” 
Compilations of this kind have, 
on former occations, met with the 
approbation of the pubbe. And 
we doubt not but the labours of 
Mr. Davys will be followed by the 
fuecets which he withes for, as the 
prefent collection appears well cal- 
culated for acceptance and ufeiul- 
nels. 

Dr. James Ogilvie, who hath 
publithed a volume of ** Sermons 
on various Subjects,” had been 
obliged to refign a Pp referment 
which he enjoy ed in Virginia, be- 
fore the late troubles broke out, and 
to fly to England for fhelter, from 
the terrors of profcription. The 
fufferings which he met with, indu- 
ced the benevolent parifhioners of 
Egham, where he officiated as 2 
curate, to fuggeit to him the idea 
of the prefent publication. And 
we are glid to find, from the very 


refpectable lift of fubicribers to 
thefs 
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thefe fermons, that their friendly 
interference is likely to prove «ad- 
vantageous to oer author. The 
fubjects on which he treats, are 
fuch as refpect the beft intereils of 
mankind; his manner is animated 
and avreeable; and the lefious 
which he inculcates, initructive and 
editying. His ityle and language 
ind leed, may admit of frequent cor- 
rections ; but the mention which 
he makes in his pretace, of a me- 
lancholy event in his fan ily, and 
the ill dtate of his health and {pirits, 
fufliciently apologizes tor titling 
imperte. tions. 


The poithumous fermons ot 


‘6 Dr. James Paterion, one ot the 
Clergymen of St. Paul’s Enelith 
Epifcopal ch»pel in Aberdeen,” 
have been pul blithed for the benefit 
of his furviving relations, whole 
circumitances are exceedingly nar- 
row and circumfciibed. We fin- 
cerely recommend thefe fermons, 
not only to thofe who have hearts 
to feel tor the diftrefles of worthy 
characters, who have fecn better 
days, but to all lovers of ranonal, 
manly piety. The difierent con- 
fequences of virtue and vice are 
reprefented 1 in them, in a ftriking 
point of view ; and the ereat truths 
of Chrithanity incule: ited | in a man- 
ner that is unaftected, clear, and 
forcible. And though they may 
not have been intended or prepar- 
ed by the author for the public eve, 
they will do no injury to his memo- 
ry and character as a well informed 
and ufeful caddies of the Gofpel. 
Puddicombe’s Sermons are loofe, 
pucrile compolitions, replece with 
extravagance and rh: iptody . How 
widely do thofe writers de part from 
the true dignity of pu {pit clo- 


quence, W ho aim more at tafcin: o 
ing the imagination than perfuad- 
ing and convincing t 
their readers ! 


the minds of 
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Mr. Newton, rector of St, Mary 
Woolnoth, Lone ‘on, hath publith. 
ed two volum ies ot fermons under 
the utle “* Meiliah,  Fitty expofi- 
tory’ Difcourfes, on the Series of 
fer iptural Paflages, which form the 
Subj ect of the ‘celebrated Oratorie 
ot Handel, &e.” The author of 
thele fermons is one of that clafs of 
divines, who, in the abundance of 
their fpiritual humilicy, have ap- 
propriated to themfelves the name 
ot ** awakened clergy,” — a cant 
phrate, intended to convey the 
fame idea with the term « gofpel 
preacher,”. among enthufiafts and 
junatics, The relicious fentiments 
therefore, which occur in thefe 
volumes, and what Mr. Newton 
calls the «* improvement” ot his 
difcourfes, will be principally ace 
ceptable to thofe who are of a me- 
thodiflieal cait. Indeed, none but 
fuch as are of a myitical turn of 
mind, will relith his attempt to 
{piri tualife innocent amufeme nts, 
and to draw an analogy between 
“ mutical founds and fentimenrat 
feclings.”? As compofitions, thefe, 
difvourfes are not in the Icatt en- 
titled to our praife. ‘They are 
vague and ceclamatory ; abound 
in repetitions ; and their language 
is tre: quently incorrect and mean. 
Neither do we think that the felec- 
tion of texts in Handel’s Mefliah, 
was judicioufly fixed upon by our 
author, from which to * exhibit the 
principal outlin:s of the Saviour’s 
characier and theditatioi., ma re- 
eular ferics of difcourfes.”” The 
choice, however, in confequence ot 
the mutical pertormances in Wef- 
minfier Abbev, was popular and 
well timed; and he might fairly 
and hon efily take advantage of thele 
circumit neces, to cngage the attcn- 
tion of his congregation, and of the 
pubiic, to the important fubjects 
which they comprehend, 
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In mentioning fuch fermons of 
the Englifh diilenters and Scots 
clergy, as have come to our hands, 
we fhail begin with Dr. Price’s ** on 
ehe Chriftian Doctrine, as received 


by the different Denominations of 


Chriftians, &c.”” The firtt of thefe 
fermons {uccefsfully maintains the 
truly liberal and jult fentiments, 
‘that Chriflians of a‘l parties, 
however they may cenfure one ano- 
ther, or whatever oppolition there 
may fecm to be in their opinions, 
are agreed in all that is eflential to 
chritlianity, and with refpect to ail 
the information which it is its prin- 
cipal defign to communicate ;”’ and 
that there is but one thing tunda- 
mental, which is ** an honeit mind.”’ 
‘The four following difcourfes are 
employed in repretenting the Cal- 
vinillic and Socinian tenets, retpect- 
ing the perfon and character of 
fefus Chritt, with the Doctor’s rea- 
fons for rejecting them; and in 
flating and defending the Ariaa 
doctrine, which he adopts. Thefe 
reprefentations the author hath 
given with the utmoft fairnefs and 
impartiality; and his reafonings in 
favour of his own hypothelis are 
delivered with a fpirit of modett 
Gillidence and candour, of which 
there are but few iniiances among 
polemics. The other fermons in 
this volume are on the fecurity and 
happinefs of a virtuous courfe, the 
gocdnels of God, and the refurrec- 
tion of Lazarus. ‘Thoic on the 
fecurity and happinets of a virtu- 
ous courle are peculiarly excellent. 
Though the fubjcct is common, the 
arguincnts in favour of virtue, and 
the diffualives from vice, are repre- 
fented in a manner fo firiking and 
fo ci le, that we receive new plea- 
fure trom every p.rufal ot them. 
The feymans on the eoodnefs of 
Goc, are of a metaphviical nature, 
and are admisably adapted to coun- 
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teract the poifon contained in 
Hume’s Pofthumous Dialogues, Jp 
the fermon on the refurrection of 
Lazarus, the credibility of that 
miracle is ably defended, and the 
remarkable coniequences of it point. 
ed out and illuitrated, ‘The truly 
chrillian temper with which thefe 
fermons are written, and thei: tend. 
enecy to diffeminate principles of 
moderation and philanthropy, {hed 
the greateit honours on the de. 
clining years of their venerable 
author, and will do effential fer. 
vice to the caufe of genuine rel}. 
gion. 

Mr. Robinfon’s “Sixteen Dif. 
courfes on feveral Texts of Scrip- 
ture, &c.”? were delivered by him, 
extempore, to plain and illiterate 
audiences in the villages near Cam- 
bridge, and are prinied, as nearly 
as can be recollected as they were 
fpoken. ‘¢ The propriety of every 
action,” the author objerves in his 
pretace, ** depends on circum. 
fiances, and nobody can judge of 
the fitneis or untitneis of a fubject, 
ora partot a fubject, or a manner 
of treating of it, except they who 
know all the circumfiances, tor the 
fame method in difle:ent circumftan- 
ces would be unedifying, if not im- 
pertinent and rude.”? Keeping this 


juft remark 1n view, we fhall not ex- 


peét to meet in this volume with ex- 
traoremnary marks of ability or ge- 
nius, but with eafy familiar dif- 
courfes, on ufeful topics, adapted to 
the fituations and undertlandings of 
plain common hearers. Such is the 
character of the productions before 
us: Which are recommended, at 
the fame time, by the candid fpirit 
which they breathe, united to a 
becoming earnetinefs of manner, 
ariling from the preacher’s fincere 
defire of doing good. 

Dr. Hunter continues his plan of 
« Sacred Biography,’ which came 
unaer 
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under our notice in a former regif- 
ter. In a third volume he treats 
of the hiftory of Moies, the atto- 


nifhing and miraculous incidents of 


his life, and the important events 
in the Jewifh hittory which took 
place under his legiflation. Theie 
difcourtes, like our author’s former 
ones, are lively, perfpicuous, and 
energetic; and though we cannot 
accede to all his op:nions, we re- 
commend this additional volume as 
abounding in ufeful remarks, and 
pious reflections, and well adapted 
to anfwer the purpofes of popular 
eloquence. 

The ** Sermons by Samuel Char- 
ters, Miniiler of Wilton,” contain 
many folid and ufeful obfervations, 
but delivered in an unufual ftyle, 
which is not likely to recommend 
them to public acceptance. They 
are compofed very much of fhort 
fentences, conveying hints and 
ideas, on which the ‘author proba- 
bly enlarged in the pulpit, but 
which, from the prefs, give them 
an indigetted and unfinifhed ap- 
pearance. ‘They are, however, 
fenfible and ferious, if not per- 
fect and elegant compofhitions ; and 
to the attentive, thinking reader 
will afford pleature and improve- 
ment. 

Thetwo volumes of Sermons by the 
late Mr. Thomas Gordon, minifler 
of the gofpel at Speymouth, are 
plain, and chiefly practical dit- 
courfes, which the author was in- 
duced to prepare tor publication, 
from a hope and conviction that 
they would be ufeful. ‘The {pirit 
of tervent piety which they difco- 
ver, and the liberal catholic difpo- 
fitions which they recommend, leave 
us no room to doubt but that this 
hope will be fulfilled. 

As the plan which we are obliged 
to adopt, will not permit us to t: ake 
particular notice of the fimgle fer- 
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mons of the year, we fhall content 
ourtelves, as ‘uiual, with felecting a 
few out of the number of (uch as 
may be thought defer ving of a dif- 
tinct confideration. Among thele 
we muit not overlook * a Sermon 
preached at St. Alphage, Canter- 
bury,” by Dr. Horne, dean of Can- 
terbury, and prefident of Mardalen 
Colleve, Oxtord, recommending 
the e xcellent inftitution of Sunday- 
fchvols, ‘his fermon is a fentible, 
ferious, and forcible appeal to the 
public tpirit of thofe who with well 
to the community in which they 
hive. The corrupt ttate of man- 
ners among our commonilty, is de- 
fcribed in it with great truth and 
juft ce, and many uleful and ttrik- 
ing obfervations are made by the 
preac her, which, as they are found- 
ed in reafon and nature, carry with 
them the force of very powerful 
arguinents in favour of the object 
which he recommends. Of the 
excellent manner in which thefe 
oblervations are delivered, let the 
reader judge. ‘At the moment in 
which I am fpeaking,” fays he, 
‘¢ not lefs than one hundred thou- 
fand pupils are faid to be in train- 
ing under it’s care. There may 
fvon be ten times that number; and 
if it finally fucceed with half thefe, 
five hundred thouland honett nren 
and viituous women, duly mingled 
in the mafs of the community, will 
make a great alteration.” ¢ An 
evil generation patfes away; and 
theretore, if proper care be taken, 
it may be fucceeded by a pood one. 
Elfe were the cafe of the world la- 
mentable indeed. With old offend- 
ers little can be done. Hard la- 
bour, fpare diet, and, above all, 
folitude, mi rit do fomething. And 
the expe timent, it is ereatly hoped, 
will be made. Burt, in general, it 
the hufbandman has in vain dug 


about the trecs in his garden, and 
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taken every other fep neeeflary for 
their improvement; his method 
mutt be te train up younger and 
better plants, which miy ant{wer 
the end of their plantation, and 
bear fruit, when the others fhall no 
longer be fuffcred to cumver the 
ground.” 

Dr. Prieftley’s fermon on ¢ the 
Importance and extent of Free lin- 
quiry in Matters ot Religion, &c.” 
is a rational and d fpatlionate de- 
fence of an unreitrained and dith- 
gent inveitigation of truth. To 
this fuceeed obfervations on the 
flate of free enquiry in this king- 
dom; on Mr. White’s Remarks on 
Socinianifm, mn his fermons ac the 
sampton Lecture ; on Mr. Llowe’s 
difcourfe on the abule of the talent 
ef diipuration in religion; and on 
an anonymous pamphlet called 
«¢ Primitive Candour.” It 1s al- 
moft needlefs to fy, that in this 
fermon the reader will meet with 
proofs of the fame ability and 
threwdnefs, as are diicoverable in 
all the productions of our author. 
With refpect ro the great object of 
this publication, we have no doubt 
of the advantages which mutt ariie 
to the caufe of truth and valuable 
Knowledge. from inculcating the h- 
beral principe for which he con- 
tends. Nor can we to:bear tran- 
feribing a patlage, in which, by a 
beauntul comparifon, he endea- 
vours to ftrengthen the hands ot 
thote who labour in the fame cauic 
with himfelf; while he quiets the 
apprehenfions of fuch mew as may 
be poflefled of true candour, but 
yet imagine, that the fpirit of en- 
quiry may be carried too far, and 
rendered fubfervient to the interetis 
of euthulafm or irreligion. ‘** The 
triends of tree enquiry and truth” 
fays he, ** may reit fatisfied, that 
as every effort which has hitherto 
been made to bear down the caufe 
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for which thev contend, has ip 

; : c re. 
aluty ferved to promote it, fy alf 
will every future effort that can be 
made tor the fame purpofe, Th. 
caufe of truth may be compar 
to an engine, conitru ‘ted fa 
be put in motion by the tide, and 
which 15s kept in its proper move. 
meat whether the Water flow in or 
flow out. Nothing here is want. 
ing but motion, it being impofiible 
for that motion, from whatever 
quarter it arile, to operate unfa- 
VOUFaADIY. 

Dr. Kippis’s ‘* Sermon preached 
at the Old Jewry, on Account of 4 
new Academical Inttitution, amon 
Proteitant Diffenters, for the Educa. 
tion of their Minifiers and Youth,” 
is a fenfible and animated difcourte, 
on a fubject of great importance, 
on Which he hath evidently thought 
with great attention, delivered his 
opinion with judement and liberali- 
ty, and ina ttyle that is peculiasly 
neit and pleating. ‘lhe defign of 
this new inftitution was undertaken, 
as we are given to underitand, by 
fome of the moft refpectable cha- 
racters among the regular diffent- 
ers; and has been carried on with 
an unufual fpirit and liberality, 
that do them the ereatett honour. 
From the account which we have 
of the plan, and of the views of 
it’s fupporters, we look upon the 
date of fuen an eftablifhment, as 
forming am important zra in the 
hittory cf the difenters. And we 
coniider the exertions made on this 
occalion, to be favourable omens to 
the interefts of free enquiry, ra- 
tional religion, and found philofo- 
phy. The manly, pious fent- 
ments at the conclution of this f{cr- 
mon, will not be unacceptable to 
our readers. ‘+ Whatever may be 
the iffue with regard to the feheme 
now undertaken, for the honour of 
God and the welfare of our fellow- 
creatures 5 


ed to 
“as to 
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creatures ; whatever may be the tlate 
of things amony proretiant dillent- 
ers 5 this is our confolation, that 
the univerfe 1s under the direction 
of fupreme wifdom and benevo- 
lence; and that under his direc. 
tion, the caufe of truth, chritiani- 
ty, and freedom, cannot finally 
perith. Perhaps it may revive even 
in our hands: but fhould that not 
be the cafe, it will rife with new 
lu(tre among other bosics of men, 

and in other for ins of fociety. T ‘ 
{piri ot enquiry is gone forth ; the 
human faculties are in motion; the 
cood feed hath been fown; and 
though for a time, it may be trod- 
den down and depretied, ir will 
break through all obitructions, and 
{pring up to a glorious harvett. 
With fucna profpect t before us, we 
may reit fatisfied and happy; re- 
joicing if God fhall, in any mea- 
fure, inmake us the intr uments of 
fervice tothe church and the worid; 
and being perfuad:d, fhould that 
honour be denied us, that our hum- 
ble endeavours to be ufeful will not 
be forgotten in the great day of 
retribution.” 


Under the head of Metaphytfics, 
we do not recollect any work that 
delerves particular notice, except. 
ing ** The klements of the Science 
of Ethics. on the Principles of Na- 
tural Philofophy, by Joba Bruce, 
A. M. Proteilor « bp fophy, and 
Fellow of the Roy IS Society at Mdin- 
bureh.” = The author ot the pre- 
fent treatife endeavours to reduce 
the icience of morals to the fame 
certainty that anys aa ferences, 
and to ett.blifh it en the bafis of 
oblervation and e of riment. Aiter 
enquiring into the proper objects ot 
philofophy, he devotes the firit part 
of his work to the hiitory of ethies, 
as an art, aod as afcience, and of 
the progreflive amprovements m ide 
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in it, both by aecient and modern 
moralitis. In this part he difeovers 
un extenfive and intimate acquaint. 
ance vith the tenets of the diffe- 
rent fchools among the Greeks, 
and the beft moderna writers from 
Hobbes to Dr. Smith. In the fe- 
cond part he treats of the princt- 
ples of natural philofophy; in 
which he is not {> clear and accu- 
rate as we could with when infitting 
on the necetflity of method in the 
ftudy of nature, and in eftab lifhing 
what he calls the method of {cience, 
which is nearly the fime with the 
analytic method of the old fchools. 
It 1s in his third part thar Mr. 
Bruce delivers his particular the- 
ory ; and endeavours, from the re- 
gular appearance of certain pheno- 
mena Which addre{s the moral fa- 
culty, ro eftablith fixed and deter- 
minate laws of ethics. That our 
author difcovers ereat learning and 
ine senuity in this laborious pertorm- 
ane, and is enticed to deferved 
praife, we readily admit: but we 
cannot think that he hath been fue- 
cefstul in removing the difficulties 
to Which the fcienee of morals hath 
been fubject. We hope, however, 
that he will perfevere in the fame 
line of ftudy ; and that we fhall be 
able to congratulate the public on 
the advantages which they may de- 
rive from his future labours. He 
will not take it amifs, if at the 
fame time we exprefs our with, that 
he would not be indifferent as to 
the c.cyance and propricty ot his 
lancuave andexpreilion. We have no 
doubt ot his abilities or tale: wewilh 
only to excite his attention and care 
In turning Orr attention to o! 
= of government aod law, we 
eceived much fatistaciion and piea- 
rte in the perufal of Heres. 
fchwand’s treatule on * Madera 
Pp jlitical Oecconomy.’’ The obiect 
ot this work as to explain the ve 
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neral caufes that tend to affe‘t the 
population of countries, as origi- 
nating from different iyllems of po- 
litical oeconomy. Our author di- 
vides the whole human race into 
three diftinct claffes, viz. thofe who 
live by huming, by grazing, or 
by cultivating the foil ; and con- 
fiers the degrees of population, of 
which each of thefe three divifions 
are fufe pt bl The differen: fyf- 
tems of polcy adopted by thofe 
who have c ltivated the iol, he 
reduces to three in number; the 
firit of which he calls *¢ a Syftem 
of Abfolute Agriculture, fuch as 
was that of ancient Rome. ‘Lhe 
fecond is a Syliem of Agriculture 
relative, founded on a Syttem of 
Slavery, as was that of Lacedemon, 
The third is a Sytiem of Agricul- 
ture relative, founded on a Syttem 
of Ma: ufactures; which 1s thar of 
the Nations of mo ern Europe.” 
Each of thefe fy‘iems our author 
particularly confiders, as well as 
their refpective advantages and de- 
fects. Itis tothe contideration of 
his third fyitem, that the greateft 
part of his work is appropriated ; 
in which he takes a wide and ex- 
tenlive range, and introduces a 
number of political fpeculations and 
difquiitions on the intereit of mo- 
ney and circulation, the national 
debt, and the means of reducing it, 
tie inconveniencies of war, (ivilion 
of land, and the population con- 
nected therewith, the commerce of 
grain, lusury, proporional prices 
of commodities, encouragement of 
marriage, machines, divifioa of la- 
bour, &c. &c. which will be found 
to be ingenious and highly inter- 
elling tothe reader. ‘The author’s 
arrargement of his materials is 
clear and diftin@, his tiyle tiinple 
and ealy, and his reafonings, in 
eeneral, fair ani concluiive But 
we do not beitow eur praifes on his 
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perf rmance w thout any exception 
or reierve. Notwithit ndine his 
good fenfe, he is rathe tuo much 
addicted to fyflem and hypothetis ; 
and has eviiently been’ mitled in 
fume parts of his reafoning, by 
taking principles and facts for 
granted, which, without much df}. 
culty, might be proved to be erro- 
neous. His work, however, is a 
valuable and entertaining pretent to 
the public; and we are happy to 
find that he intends publifhing a 
feries of treatifes on the fame 
fubjcct. 

The ** Thoughts on the Mecha. 
niim of Societies, by the Marquis 
de Cafaux, F.R.S. &c.” are chietly 
employed about the fituation of 
this country, and our public debts. 
Inttead of finding any ground for 
defpondency or alarm, on atiend ng 
to the ttate of our finances, he con- 
tends, that the nation is at leat 
twice as rich as at the beginning 
of the century; that the liquida- 
tion of our debts would be in the 
higheit degree impolitic and inju- 
rious ; and that even the carrying 
on of the war without taxes, would 
have proved more hurtful, than 
the burthens of which we now com- 
plain. The mar: uis is a lively and 
{pirited writer; and we have been 
pleafed and improved by many of 
his remarks ; but we cannot recom- 
mend his work as a jucicious per- 
formance on the fubject of political 
oeconomy. It fhould feem, that 
the a:thor is to he admired, rather 
for a brilliancy of talents, and glow 
of fancy, thin fora turn of mind 
adapted to clofe and accurate in- 
veilivation, For a fpecimen of his 
manucr of writing, we refer our 
reiders to an extract from his Apo- 
logy tor Luxury, which we have 
given among our mifcellaneous 
papers. ; 

Of a very different and fuperior 

character 
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gharacter are the ** Two Di courfes 
delivered at public Meetings of the 
Royal Academy of Sciences and 
Beijles Lettres, at Berlin, on the 
Population of States in general, and 
that of the Pruffian Dominions in 
articular, and on the true Riches 
of States and Nations, &c.”” by the 
Baron de Hertzberg. In the firft 
difcourfe we have a mott pleafing 
account of the judicious and effec- 
tive meafures adopted by the king 
of Pruffia, to increafe the popula- 
tion of his dominions; which has 
been already doubled in his here- 
ditary kingdom, and trebled by the 
mereafe of his territories. The 
roof of the latter affertions, the 
baron eftablithes by a feries of in- 
controvertible facts. In his fecond 
Difcourfe he fhews that the princi- 
pal foundations of the profperity of 
a ftate, confift in good agriculture, 
national induftry, and the ballance 
of commerce ; which balance wi!l 
always be in favour of the nation 
whole commodities are the necetla- 
ries of life, and againft the nation 
whofe different kinds of merchan- 
dize confit only of articles of lux- 
ury. In fupport of thefe pofitions, 
he difcovers the abilities of a pro- 
found politician and well-informed 
hiftorians Inthefe Difcourfes, we 
meet with much ufeful information 
and found reafoning. ‘The objects 
which are difcuffed in them, are 
interefting to all ftates and king- 
doms; and the political leffons 
which may be drawn frem them, 
deferving of their practice. We 
fhould be glad to fee more, of the 
baron’s valuable papers in arr Eng- 
lith drefs ; and we think the public 
much indebted to Dr. Towers, for 
his faithful and juft trantlation of 
thofe before us. ; 
Mr. Howler, in his * Enqutry 
into the Influence which Inclofures 
have had upop the Population of 
I 786. 
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England*” contends, in oppofition 
to the opinion of Dre Pric e, and 
others, that they are hiehly favrour- 
able to populatidn, In order ta 
eftablith his point, he compares the! 
it.te ot popul&tion, during two 
different periods of five years each, 
in feveral parithes lately inclofed, 
with that 10 others, in the fame 
counties, which have not been ine 
clofed; and he corroborates his 
comparative ftatement by the te. 
turns of militia mén for the county 
of Rutland, confifting of 56 or 57 
parifhes, of which ten have been 
inclofed within the lat 25 years. 
Without entering into the queftion 
whether the evidence on which he 
founds his reafoning is decifive and 
fatistaftory, we think, that brought 
fowards as itis, with Mr. Howlet’s 
ufual ability and fhrewdnefs, it 
carries confiderable weieht with it, 
and deferves a careful inveftigation. 
To a fecond edition which has been 
publifhed within the year, there 
has been added an Appendix, con- 
taining a letter from the rev. I. C. 
Woodhoufe, rector of Donington, 
in Shropfhire ; giving an account 
of the ttate of population in that pa- 
rifh, for near one hundred yearspatt, 
with judicious remarks and obfer- 
vations, which are favourable td 
the idea which Mr. Howlet hath 
entertained. 

The author of “ Curfory Res 
marks on Enclofures; &c.”’ which 
appear to be the genuine produc- 
trons of a farmer, takes the oppo- 
fite fide of tlic queftion, and en- 
deavours to prove that ‘the mott 
pernicious and deftructive confe- 
quences muft arife from the inclof- 
ing of conimon-ficlds. His great 
argument acainit fuch a practice is, 
that it neceffarily dhd inevitably 
tends tothe depopulatron of acoun- 
trv. The accounts, however, which 
the baron Hertzberg gives of the 
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means made ufe of by the king of 
Pruffia, to increafe the population 
of his dominions, will lead many 
of the readers of the prefent pam- 
phiet to conclude, that the author’s 
argument is founded rather on an- 
cient and popular prejudice than 
on the fure bafis of obfervation and 
experiment. 

Mr. Knox hath publifhed a fe- 
cond edition of his ** View of the 
Britifh Empire, more efpecially of 
Scotland, &c.’’ in 2 vols.; which 
is fo much enlarged, that it may 
almoft be confidered as a new work. 
In this edition he hath given a more 
comprehenfive detail of the ancient 


and prefent ftate of North Britain, 


in what relates to commerce, navi- 
gation, fifheries, manufactures, and 
agriculture; to which he hath 
added a number of mifcellaneous 
fubjects. The earneftnefs and fer- 
vor which mark the writings of our 
author, feem well adapted to excite 
a fpirit of national improvement ; 
and with thefe fentiments of thew 
utility, we heartily recommend the 
prefent volumes to the acceptance 
of the public. What renders this 
recommendation peculiarly fcafon- 
able, is the late incorporation, by 
a& of parliament, of the Britifh fo- 
ciety for extending the fifheries, 
and improving the coafis of this 
kingdom, &c. from whoic exertions, 
very effential benefits are ex 
to arife to the ftate, as well as to 
individuals. 

The fame author hath publifhed 
a pamphlet called * Obfervations 
on the Fifheries,” which is an 
abridgement of what is contained 
in the volumes juft mentioned, in- 
tended for a more general circula- 
tion and perufal. He hath, like- 
wife, drawn @p “ A Difcourfe on 
the Expediency of eftablifhing Fifh- 
ing Stations in fmall Towns in the 
Highlands of Scotland, and the He- 
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bride poor sag Which hath 
printed at the expence of t 
land Society in London, for nee 
Ha oe of the public, and the 
me rs of that locicty in parti- 
Dr. M‘Farlan’s * Tras 0 

jects of National el agt s 
confift of two difcourfes which were 
read before the Royal Society of 
Scotland. The firft, which is on 
“ the Advantage of Manufactures 
Commerce, and Great Towns, to 
the Population and Profperity of a 

Country,” contains many jut and 
pertinent remarks ; together with 
the opinions ef the beft moderg 
writers who have treated on thefe 
fubjects, illuftratedin a manner thar 

may be exceedingly ufeful to fuch 
as have mot leifure or ability for 

much reading or reflection. “The 

{econd difcourfe, mentions the 

** Difficulties ftated to a propofed 

Affeffinent of the Land Tax;” 

fuggefting, at the fame time, an- 

other fubject of taxation, not liable 
to the fame objections. This new 
fubject is a tax upon ftock ; which 
the author affirms to be entirely 
confeftent with the fpirit and defign 

of the land tax, as originally im- 

pofed. And we muft do him the 
juftice to acknowledge, that his 

reafonings on the propriety of {uch 
a fubftituce for a very unequal and 
ase 0 tax, are not enly plaufible, 

intelligent and weighty; and 
that they are worthy the attentive 
eonfideration of thofe who employ 
their thoughts on objects of go- 
vernment and finance. 

“ Mr. Holwell, im his “ New Expe- 
riment for the Prevention of Crimes, 
&c.”” fugzefts the fanciful propofal, 
that the king fhould inftiture an or- 
der of virtue, to be conferred on all 
fuch perfons as fheuld deferve it ; 
that the infignia of it fhould be 4 
gold medal, to be worn fufpended 
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on the outer garment; and that the 
grand juries fhould be obliged to 
prefent the good as well as the bad, 
at the feveral affizes, in order to 
find out the proper fubjects of fuch 
a diftinétion. His other propofi- 
tions are better calculated to en- 

age ferious attention : as when he 

leads that alfittance fhould be al- 
lowed, at the expence of the ftate, 
to honett and worthy families, ftrug- 
gling under difficulties, and tor 
the encouragement ot matrimony 
among the poor. But even fuch 
falutary propofals, for promoting 
the ftrength and good order of our 
country, will, we fear, meet with 
no better reception trom our public 
characters, than the moit wild and 
vifionary projects. The author’s 
concludine reflections, on the 
fhameful inequality of ovr criminal 
laws, are founded onequity and good 
fenfe; andi may be worth the while 
of the leviflature, to make trial of 
fome of the alterations and reforms 
which he recommends. 

Mr. Zouch’s ‘** Hints refpecting 
the Public Police,” appear to have 
been dictated by a laudable and 
well-directed zeal for the reform- 
ation of public manners. They are 
founded in good fenfe, a juft know- 
ledge of human nature, and a fpi- 
rit of genuine humanity; and will, 
doubtlefs, be refpectfully received 
by his brethren on the bench. 

Mr. Barret, in his ‘* Effay to- 
wards eftablifhing a Syftem of Po. 
lice, &c.” propofes a national fav- 
ing of four millions per annum, 
from adopting the plan which he 
recommends. But thjs objec, great 
and defirable as it undoubredly is, 
would be no compenfation for the 
introduction of a fy{tem, which is 
rather adapted to a defpotic than to 
a free country. We had better 


continue to fuffer the evils arifing 
from a licentious abufe of liberty, 
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than give the fanfion of law to 
dangerous encroachments on her 
facred privileges. 

The Author of « A Differtation 
on the Poor Laws,’’ who calls 
himfelt **a Well-wither to Man- 
kind,’’ undertakes to fhow, that 
thofe laws are fo abfurd and im 
litic in their nature, and fo liable 
to perpetual and glaring abufes, 
that they do a‘tually promote thofe 
very evils which they were intend. 
ed to remedy. Our limits will not 
allow us to mention, particularly, 
the methods which he propotes for 
the correstion of this great evil: 
the principal of them are, that the 
reliet which is given to the poor 
fhould be limited and precarious ¢ 
that the friendly focieties of the 
poor, where each perfon fubfcribes 
a trifle monthly, in order to obtain 
relief when unable to work, fhould 
be pufhed as far as they will go, 
and be made univerfal; and that 
the moft vigorous meafures fhould 
be adopted by the leg flature ‘or 
increafing the quantity of food in 
the kingdom. Notwithitanding that 
we do not, in every inflance, feel 
the force of our author’s :eafoning, 
yet we are fully convinced of the 
truth of his leading pofition, and 
anxioufly expe‘t the time when 
thefe ineffective ftatutes fhall under 
go a parliamentary revifion, 

From an * Effay on Parifh Work- 
houfes ; with fome Regulations pro- 

fed for their Improvement, by 

dmund Gillingwater, Overfeer of 
the Poor, at Harletton, Norfolk,”’ 
we derive farther evidence of the 
pernicious tendency of our prefent 
fyftem of poor laws. He appears 
to be wel! acquainted with the fub- 
jeéts on which he treats; and cen- 
fures, with great jutticr, the flagrant 
mifmanagement under which the 
interefts of the poor, and in theirs, 
the interefts of the community at 
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large are conducted. But we can- 
not think that the regulations and 
amendments, which he propofes, 
would produce a reformation ad- 
equate to the wifhes of our worthy 
author. ‘They appear to us to be 
only temporary expedient:. Ir is 
on a total alteration, and entire 
change of fyftem, that we found 
our expectaions of effeétual relief. 

Mr. Acland’s ** Plan for render- 
ing the Poor inde;endent of public 
Contributions,” is a benevolent pro- 

ful for checking the increafe, and 
diminifhing the weight of the poor’s 
rates, which are become almott an 
intolerable burthen. ‘This Plan 1s 
formed ‘* on the bafis of the friendly 
focieties, commonly called clubs. 
It forms all the members of fociety 
(excepting fuch as are thercin ex- 
eepted) into one general club; 
which is fubdivided into twelve dif- 
ferent clafles of perfons, who are 
all, under certain circumiiances, to 
receive, as a maiter of right, a dif- 
ferent allowance, according to their 
different contributions, in cafe they 
fhall ftand in need; but otherwife, 
the contributions of the richer fub- 
fcribers to go in aid of the poorer 
ones, and afford them a better pro- 
vilion for all their wants.” Mr. 
Acland feems to have been influ- 
enced by the pureit and beit of mo- 
tives; and whether his idevws be 
adopted by the legiilature, or not, 
his endeavours to vecome eflential- 
ly ofeful, eatitle him to the thanks 
of his country. With refpect to 
the general principle, and practica- 
bility of the plan itfelf, it can re- 
quire no itronger teitimonial to the 
publig, than what is conveyed in 
the approbation of Dr, Price. In 
a letter to the author, he fays, *¢ it 
feems to me that your plan has a 
tendency to do the greateit good, 
by affording, in the beft manner, 
‘the moil agrecable and ufeful relief 
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to the poor; by encouraging fruy 
gality, induftry and virtue, amon 

them, and by promoting the ae 
lation of the kingdom, and remoy. 
ing many of the evils which at 
tend our prefent poor-laws, | 
will add what appears to me a fyr- 
ther recommendation of it, that it 
will fubftitute in the room of the 


‘prefent dangerous plans of the 


friendly focieties {cattered throuvh- 
ought the kingdom, one GENé- 
RAL PLAN of the fame kind, 
well-formed, fubftantial, and per- 
manent.” 

_Mr. Gale, in an 66 Effay on the 
Nature and Principles of Public 
Credit, &c.” employs himfelf in 
pointing out the ftate of the public 
debts of this kingdom, and in pro- 
pofing a plan for their gradual pay. 
ment, Of the principle of this 
plan, and of its merits, when com- 
pared with the method of redemp-. 
tion adopted by government, we 
fhall enable our readers to form 
fome judgment, by inferting our 
author’s own account of it. He 
propofes, firit, to convert the pub- 
lic debts into a five per cent. ftock, 
by offering to the creditors, a cer- 
tain proportion of fuch five per 
cent. ftock, in exchange for their 
prefent ftocks and annuities. Se- 
condly,to fecure the new ttock from 
a reduction of intereit; by making 
it liable only to a periodical tender 
for its redemption, equal to the an- 
nuity. Thirdly, to provide for the 
conveniencies of thefe to whom the 
periodical redemption might be in- 
convenient, by allowing a fufpen- 
fion of the tender on certain tixed 
principles. Fourthly, to provide 
for the conveniencies of thofe whole 
fituations and circumitances might 
be fuch as to require temporary 
annuities for lives or years; by al- 
lowing a tranfcription of the re- 
deemable ftock into fuch tgmpora- 
ry 
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ty annuities, on certain fixed prin- 
ciples, according to their retpec- 
tive values. Fitthly, to give a far- 
ther general encouragement for 
the converfion of the debt; by 

ranting a preterence, in all future 
Sieies, to the holders or proprietors 
of the new ttock.” 

The author of * The Prefent 
State of Great Britain confidered, 
and the National Debt difcuffe.l, 
&c.”’ eftimates the population of 
this country at feven millions, 
From this number he deducts 
three millions for women and 
children, two millions for labour- 
ers and artizans, one million for 
petty fhopkeepers, failors, foldiers, 
and fervants. On the refpective 
incomes of the remaining million, 
confifting of nobility, gentry, con- 
fiderable tradefmen, manutacturers, 
and farmers, he propofes to lay a 
tax of five per cent. With the pro- 
duct of this tax, together with five 
per cent. on the value of all foreign 
goods imported on foreign bottoms, 
after abolifhing the land-tax, and 
abrogating the laws of cuftom and 
excife, this writer is certain of pay- 
ing off the national debt in four 
years; one hundred millions except- 
ed, referved as a fund for marriage 
fettlements, the property of wi- 
dows and orphans, and for monied 
intereft attached to government. 

Earl Stanhope, whofe abilities 
as a calculator are well known, 
hath publifhed ‘+ Obfervations on 
Mr. Pitt’s Plan for the redemption 
of the national Debt,” in which 
he tates feveral objections to the 
fcheme of the miniiter, and com- 
pares it with one offered by himfelf. 
His objections are, that the com- 
mitfioners appointed by Mr. Pitt’s 
bill, may, by the power which it 
gives them, become ftockjobbers, 
and moke fortunes by gambling in 
the funds, ta the prejudice of their 
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truft; that by a rife in the price 
of the funds, the redemption will 
be made at great advancemements, 
above the natural average prices ; 
and that the fund eftablithed is not 
rendered unalienable, but is expofed 
to the depredation of any future 
minifter, for new exigencies, or 
new fchemes. The plan which our 
noble author propofes is, to reduce 
the capital ot the three per cents, 
which is no lets a fum than 186 
millions, by inviting the holders of 
fuch ftock to convert them into four 
per cents, under a promife of pri- 
ority of redemption; which he 
confiders as an advantage fuffici- 
ently great to induce the holders of 
the pretent three per cents to make 
this converiion. This method the 
noble lord contends, is not only 
the cheapeft method of redeeming 
the whole public debt, bur the 
quickeft in its operation, requiring 
only si years, while that of the 
minifter takes up 68. 

The author of ** A Short Anfwer 
to Earl Stanhope’s Obfervarions, 
&c.”’ enters into a clofe and parti. 
cular examination of the noblé 
lord’s objections ; to which he re- 
plies with much fhrewdnefs, and 
with equal afperity of language. 
Initead of the advantages afcribed 
to his lordfhip’s plan, the prefent 
writer endeavours to fliow, that it 
is founded upon falfe hypothefes, 
and fupported by crroncous calcue 
lations ; that it is at once romantic 
and expentive ; impoilible to be 
carried into execution, and highly 
injurious to the public, if it could 
be adopted. 

Lord Newhaven, in ** A Short 
Addrefs to the Public,” offers two 
fchemes to their contideration, for 
the redemption of the national 
debt. In the firft, he fuppofes the 
annual income of Great Britain, in 
lands, houfes, and perional proper- 
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ty, to amount to one hundred mil- 


lions. On this principal he fup- 
fes one per cent to be charged an- 
nually ; which, after paying the 
intereft of our prefent national 
debt, and the charges of manage- 
‘ment, would leave a furplus fuffi- 
cient, in a fhort time, to difencum- 
ber us of the heavy load. In his 
fecond fcheme, in order to fhow the 
raéticability of reducing our pub- 
ic debt, he fuppofes that there are 
in Great Britain two millions of 
perfons capable of paying 121. 108., 
or one million capable of paying 
2cl., or tive hundred thoufand per- 
fons capable of paying sol., or two 
hundre. and fifty thoufand, capable 
of paying 100l., or one hundred and 
twenty-five thoufand capable of 
paying zcol., per annum ; any of 
which numbers, at their refpective 
rates, would be able to pay off two 
hundred millions in eight years. 

In conformity with the {pirit of 

‘Jord Newhaven’s plan, fir Francis 
Blake, in his pamphlet called ** The 
Efficacy of a Sinking Fund of one 
Million per Annum confidered,” 
endeavours to prove, that the only 
way of liquidating the public debr, 
is by dividing it among the pcople 
jn general, according to the pro- 
perties which they poffefs. Every 
other fcheme he confiders to be vi- 
fionary and ineffetual, and, there- 
fore, equally reprobates the plans 
of Mr. Pitt and lord Stanhope. 

In a fubfequenmt publication, the 
fame author conteils ‘the pro- 
pricty of an actual payment of 
the public debt,’”’ declaring it to be 
his idea, that it as beemw the means 
ef introducing much wealth, * of 
which the ft:eam would not other- 
wife have flowed into thefe parts. 
That it is now the means of detain- 
ing wealth, of which we cannot 
retain the ufe in any other way. 
And that when reviewed in this 
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light, any diminution of ; 
would be feen and felt as fy Beieg 
tion of ftrength ; and fo, by pari : 
of reafoning, its total extindice 
would not only be injurious 
might prove fatal to this count 
Mr. Barfoot, in his Two Ler. 
ters addreffed to Mr. Pitt, for ob. 
taining an equal Syftem of Taxa. 
tion, and for reducing the national 
Debt,” entertains nearly the fame 
idea with lord Newhaven, and fir 
Francis Blake, with refpect to the 
practicable means of paying it off, 
Flis opinion refpecting taxation, 
will be found coincident with that 
of moft of his readers, viz. that 
the taxes on the neceflaries of life 
fhould be reduced, and the defi- 
ciency of the revenue fupplied by 
additional impofts on luxury, 
Schomberg’s ‘ Treatife on the 
Maritime Laws of Rhodes,” may 
be confidered as an appendix to 
his Hitlorical and Chronological 
View of Roman Law, which we 
noticed in our Regifter of lait year, 
and is a farther evidence of the 
author’s learning and ingenuity, 
and extenfive acquaintantance with 
thecivil law. The Rhodians, though 
not the firft navigators, were un- 
queftionably the firft legiflators of 
the fea. And though it is impof- 
fible to fix the precife time when 
their fea laws were compiled, their 
opinion feems not an improbable 
one, who date their origin trom the 
time when Rhodes firft acquired the 
fuperiority on the feas, which was 
about nine centuyies before the 
Chriftian wra. In reading Mr. 
Schomberg’s Treatife on them, we 
have receiyed much information 
and pleafure; as well as from the 
collateral circumt{lances which he 
introduces, when pointing out their 
reception and influence in every na- 
val and commercial country. After 


their operation among the —* 
| an 


but 





i le a ee i ee oe 





1U. 


C 
y 
) 
l 





and the deftruciion of their empire, 
he has traced out their remains in 
the Pandects ; {hewn the revival of 
them in the Amalfitan Tables; the 
Confolato del Mare; the !.aws of 
Oleron, enacted by Richatd the 
Firfl, which are the batis of the 

refent maritime laws of England ; 
the Wifbuy Code ; and the Laws of 
the Hanfe-towns. From the fpe- 
cimens which the prefent and our 
author’s former performance have 
given of his abilities, and manner 
of writing, we look forwards, with 
much pleafure, for the remaining 
part of his plan, which he hath 
promifed to the public. 

Mr. Pickering in his “ Difcourfe 
on the Ufe and Doctrine of Attach- 
ments,” contends, that the piactice 
which he reprobates, and under 
which he has been a fufferer, is an 
oppreflive exertion of the powér of 
the courts, and repugnant to the 
fpirit of Magna Charta. His trea- 
tile is written with the animation 
and freedom of a man who is jealous 
of his privileges, and who is well 
acquainted with the laws and con- 
ftitution of his country. And we 
fhall be glad to fee the fubject, to 
which he here calls the public at- 
tention, more amply difcuffed, as 
it refpects the regulir diftribution 
of juftice, and the eflential iatercits 
of the community. 

Among the articles under the 
head of Law, which will be valu- 
able te profeffional mea, we mutt 
not omit to mention, that there 
hath been publifhed, during the 
prefent year, a continuation of the 
valuable edition of ** The Statutes 
at Large, from the twentieth of 
George the Third, to the twenty- 
fifth, inclufive ; to which is prefixed 
a Table of Titles of all the public 
and private Statutes, during that 
‘Time, with a copious Index.” 


ja the fame clafs we find Cook’s 
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‘“* Compendious Syftem of the 
Bankrupt Laws,” which will be 
principally acceptable on account 
of its bringing into one point of 
view all the feparate aéts concern- 
ing bankrupts, which form but one 
fyitem of law; and on account of 
the inftructions, given in the aps 
pendix, for procuring and carrying 
on the bufinefs of a commiffion, to- 
gether with a great variety of ufeful 
precedents. 

Sheridan’s ‘ Prefent Praétice of 
the Court of King’s Bench,” will 
alfo be found to poffefs the merit of 
being a better guide to the practice 
of that court than any of the fore 
mer publications on the fubjeS, 
which we have met with, 


In giving our account of the 


Mathematical productions of the 
year, Our firft attention is due to 
Dr. Hutton’s ** Tracts, Mathema- 
tical and Philofophical.” The firft, 
fecond, and third of thefe Traéts, 
contain remarks on the nature of 
feries, and their fummation, toge- 
ther with new methods of finding 
the fum of numeral infinite ferics, 
whofe terms are alternately plus 
and miaus, and of fummiag a very 
flowly converging feries, where the 
figns are ali pofitive, It is not 
poffible to give an abridgment of 
our author’s methods. They appear 
to us, however, to be exceedingly 
ufeful, as well as curious; and 
adapted to facilitate the labours of 
the mathematical ftudent. ‘The 
fourth Tract is an inveiigation of 
fome general rules for extracting 
any rout of a given number; which 
poffeifes higher claims to excel- 
lence than any of the ingenious 
theorems with which we had before 
been acquainted. The fifth Trac& 
is a new method of determining 
the roots of higher equations, The 
fixth is a demonftration ef the truth 
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_pf the Newtonian binomial theo- 
rem, in the general cafe of fractio- 
nal exponents. The feventh Tract 
will be uliarly acceptable to 

eometricians, On account of the 
, Sor 4 which it contains of 
fome curjous properties of the 

-fphere. The eighth tract is a folu- 
tion of a problem to divide a civele 
into any number of parts, which 
fhall be as well equal in area as in 
circumference. ‘Il he latt tract con- 
tains a defcription and refult of {e- 
veral experiments made at Wool- 

* wich, for the fake of improving the 
theory of gunnery. trom thefe 

_experiments many conclufions are 
drawn by Dr. Hutton, trom which 
the natural Philofopher may derive 
information, as well as the mathe- 
matician. ‘They «appear to have 
been, made with the greateit atten- 
tion and accuracy, and do equal 
honour to the ingenuity and judg- 
ment of the learned author. 

The public is, hkewile, much 
indebted to Dr. Hutton for * The 
Compendious Meafurer; being a 
bricf, but comprehentive Treatife 
on Menfuration and Practical Geo- 
metry,”? which will be found con- 
cife and perfpicuous, and fullicient 
for the intormation and ule of art- 
ifts who may not be adepts in the 
theory of menfuration. To this 
ufeful performance are prefixed two 
introductory treatifes, containing 
an explanation of what the ttudent 
fhould be acquainted with in deci- 
mal and duodecimal arithmetic, and 
in geometrical definitions and con- 
ftructions. The fmall number of 
rules with which Dr, Hutton bur- 
thens the learner’s memory, and 
the pertinent examples by which 
they are illuftrated, delivered in 
plain and familiar language, area 
{ufficient recommendation of this 
excellent compendium. 

Dr. Hutton’s ** Key to his Arith- 
metic,”’ will aifo be gn accept- 
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able prefent to thofe teachers of 
that icience who make ufe of his 
work, as it will enable them the 
more readily to examine the {oly. 
tions of their pupils, and to difeos 
ver any errors which they may 
have committed. 
_ The Rudiments of Mathema- 
tics; deligned for the ufe of Stu. 
dents at the Univerfities, &c, b 

W. Ludlam, late Fellow of Se, 
John’s College, Cambridge,” is a 
fort elementary treatife, which 
is highly deferving of the patron. 
age of the public. The author 
begins with explaining the doétrine 
of vulgar fractions, and the ele- 
ments of algebra; which he hath 
done in a manner that will be found 
uncommonly eafy and fatisfactory 
to the learncr. His Remarks, like- 
wile, on the firft tix Books of Eu- 
clid, will be ufeful, in rendering 
young ftudents acquainted with the 
intention and defign of that author; 
and his illuftrations of trigono- 
metry, in elucidating that im- 
portant branch of pure mathe- 
matics. 


[In fpeaking of the Philofophical 
productions of the yeur, we muft, 
as ufual, begin withthe Tranfactions 
of the Royal Society ; and their 
annual volume is; in many re- 
{pects interefting and ufefulk The 
Series of Experiments on the Powers 
of different Fluids, as Conductors of 
Heat, by fir Benjamin Thomfon, 
are extremely curious: much re- 
mains to be done; but he has 
clearly fhown, that a vacuum con- 
ducts heat more imperfectly than 
common air, which of itfelf, per- 
forms the oflice flowly and incom- 
pletely. Moift air has a powerful 
effect ; and, what is more extraor- 
dinary, air rarefied coniiderably, 
differs little in its conducting pow- 
er from the atmofpheric air, in its 
ufual ftate. The author means, 

, Wwe 














his 


r 
4 


= 


—_ 


I es 


we find, to purfue his enquiries. 
Of the coldnefs of the air ia its 
natural flate, and how much may 
really be efiected by frigorific mix. 
tures, we have a very fatisfactory 
account, in the experiment on freez- 
ing mixtures, by Mr. Macnab. 
Mr. Cavendifh has detailed them 
very advantayeoully ; and as they 
were fuggetted by him, he was cer- 
tainly bett fitted for the office of 
hittorian. Many facts, relating to 
the congelation of acids, and the 
appearance of their ice, are con- 
tained in this paper, which add 
greatly to our knowledge of thefe 
fubjects ; but we cannot enter on 
particulars. We may add, that 
the greateft artificial cold produced, 
was —782; and one morning the 
natural cold was —so. To aicend 
to the other extremity of the fcale, 
we muft next obferve, that Mr. 
Wedgwood has given us fome ad- 
ditional obfervations on his thermo- 
meters, and fome directions for 
making them more exact meatures 
of the higher degrees of heat. In 
the faine collection, the New Expe- 
riments on the ocular Spectra of 
Light and Colours, by D. Darwin, 
are very important. . The fpectra 
are thoie appearances which occur 
after any perfon has been looking 
attentively on bodies in various 
circumitances, and the eyes are 
clofed. The author explains them 
with much philofophical precifion, 
though he fometimes refts on a 
foundation not ufually allowed by 
phyfiologiits, viz. a contraction of 
the nervous fibres of the retina. 
Mr. Herchell, with his eyes open, 
continues t2 extend his difcoveries ; 
but he has thought it neceflary, at 
lait, to take fume notice of the ge- 
neral opinion, that vilion was in- 
diftinét, when the optic pencils were 
lefs than the acth or seth part of 
an inch, He could fee clearly, 
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when the pencil was only 2173d 
part of an inch. The whole ap- 
peared to depend on the proportioa 
between the tucal length of the ob- 
ject glafs, and its aperture. He 
has this year added a thoufand new 
ncbul to his catalogue; and hav- 
ing now proved, that he ought to 
fee, we hope that he will ftill con- 
tinue his obfervations, and difcove- 
ries. Alittance, in this line, is de- 
rived alfo from other fources; for 
in the fame volume of the Tranfac- 
tions, we receive Mr. Smeaton’s 
defeription of Mr, Hinkey’s very 
accurate method otf graduating 
altronomical initruments, Meflrs. 
Goodriche and Pigott have extend- 
ed their obfervations on variable 
ftars. Mr. Pigott has afcertained 
the latitude and longitude of York; 
and given us his obfervations on the 
traniit of mercury at Louvain. 
Mr. Matkelyne has advertifed us 
of the expected return of the comet 
of 1532 and 1661, in the year 
1788, and calculated the caufes of 
acceleration or retardation, that 
may affect it. We may probably 
expect it carly next year; and its 
appearance will eftablith the opi- 
nion of the comet of the two for- 
mer periods being the fame, while 
its abfence will dettroy it, and in 
fome degree effect the fyttem of 
the periodical recurrence of thefe 
excentric planets. 

The labours of the Royal So- 
ciety are not confined to the hea- 
vens only: on the earth, we have 
fir William Hamilton’s journey to 
Albruzzo, his voyage to the iffand 
Ponza, and the particulars of the 
prefent itate of mount Vefuvius, 
The moft ftriking part of this ar- 
ticle is that, which relates to ba- 
faltes, and the author’s arguments, 
in proof of their being volcanic pro- 
ductions, which chemifts of emi- 
nence have denied. A clear and 
philo- 
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Philofophical defctiption of thofe 


vaft ranges of columns on the north- 
ern coatt of Ireland, we have re- 
ceived from Mr. Hamilton, in his 
Letters on the northern coaft of 
the county of Antrim. Water is 
no lefs deftructive than fire: a late 
fubfidence of the ground near Folk- 
ftone, in confequence of the tlow 
effects of percolating water, is well 
defcribed in the annual volume. 
The defcription of the petrifactions 
of St. Peter’s mountain, near Maef- 
tricht, by Mr. Camper, contains 
an account of marine exuviz, de- 
—s there, in confequence of 
ome former convulfion. "The large 
foffil bones probably belong to the 
enus delphinus. e muft not 
Rave this collection, without men- 
tioning the defcription of a new 
eleétrical fifth, difcovered in the Eaft 
Indies, of the genus Tetrodon, and 
of Mr. Cavallo’s experiments, on 
the fuppofed magnetical power of 
brafs. 

The other publications on Natur- 
al Philofophy are very few. We 
have received the 2d volume of Mr. 
O’Gallagher’s * Effay, on the In- 
veftigation of the firft Principles of 
Nature,”’ which is as inaccurate and 
as incomplete as the firft; and an 
excellent ‘ Introduction to Aftro- 
nomy” by Mr. Bonnycaftle, 


The works, which have appear- 
ed, during the laft year, in Natural 
Hiftory, are nearly connected with 
thofe of Natural Philofophy. Mr. 
Whitehurft’s 2d edition of his ** En- 
quiry into the original State and 
Formation of the Earth’’is much en- 
larged,and contains many new facts, 
as well as important obfervations. 
Mr. Buffon’s ‘* Second Supplement 
which is now firft tranflated, and 
added to the fecond edition of Mr, 
Smellie’s tranflation, relates chiefly 
to the general hiftory. It is, of 


‘the North. 
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courfe, very mifcellaneous - , 
is alfo very interefting. ion 
thefe philofophers diver from my 
other, they differ ftill more from 
Dr. Toulmin, who has republithed 
an old book, with a new title, to 
preve the worldeternal. It is now 
called the *¢ Eternity of the World.” 
and is a diffufe relation of the phe- 
nomena, which the author fuppofes 
will fupport it. Mr. Forfter leaves 
every {peculation of this kind, and 
1s contented with relating the hif- 
tory of the difcoveries and voyages 
made in one part of the world, viz, 
t It is a curious and 
ingenious compilation, lately tranf- 
lated into Englifh, though the au- 
thor fuppofes too often, that traf. 
fic and difcoveries were carried on 
by the medium of fea voyages, and 
neglects the communications by 
land. Of the ** Balloon Excurfions,”” 
this new mode of conveyance which 
our anceftors were little acquainted 
with, we have had a few fpecimens, 
viz. Mr. Baldwin’s whimfical work, 
ftyled <* Airopaidia,” and a “ Jeur- 
nal”? by Mr. Blanchard. 

Of the more particular defcripe 
tions of natural objects, we fhould 
mention Mr. Miller’s very fplendid 
work: fix numbers are publithed; 
fome of which appeared in the 
courfe of the year; it is entitled 
‘¢ Various Subjects of Natural Hif- 
tory, wherein are delineated, Birds, 
Animals, and many curious Plants.” 
To the botanift, the name of Mil- 
ler is dear, and in his natural hif- 
tory, defigned as a fupplement ta 
his botany, he probably will not 
be lefs fuccefsful. We regret that 
Ellis’s‘*Natural Hiftory of many cu- 
rious and uncommon Zoophytes,” 
did not receive his laft cares. Dr. 
Solander however arranged the 
plates, and added defcriptions to 
many, in which they were wanted, 


They were at lait publithed a 
the 
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the year whofe productions, we 
are now exemining, and form a va- 
luable addition to our ftock. Of 
Mr. Martin’s ** Observations on ma- 
rine Vermes, Infedis, &c.”’ we have 
feen: but one fafciculus: probabl 
no other has been yet publithed. 
This number fhows him to be an 
attentive enquirer, and a minute 
obferver. From an accident, we 
formerly omitted to notice his ** Au- 
relian’s Vade Mecum,”’ It is an ufe- 
ful pocket companion to the admir- 
er of the beauties of thefe humble 
infects. An account of fome mi- 
nute Britifh fhells, by Mr. Light- 
foot, is inferted in the Phifophical 
Tranfations. In this year too, Mr. 
Bolton has defcribed the Britifh 
ferns, in an accurate and ufeful 
tract,entitled, ‘*FelicesBritannica;” 
and Mr. Dickfon has publifhed a 
s*Fafciculus of the Cryptogamic 
Plants” of our own country, which 
contains fpecies hitherto pretty 
generally unknown, and defcribed 
with much precifion. The late dif- 
coveries of the fruttification of 
thefe plants add_a frefh luftre to 
the fyftem of Linnzus ; and it is 
remarkable, that it was announced 
tothe Peterfourg Academy, to whom 
Linneus’s **Diflertation on the Sexes 
of Plants” was firft fent, in confe- 

uence of a prize being offered for 
ya beft eflay on that fubje&t. This 
differtation has lately been tranflated 
by Mr. Smith, the purchafer of the 
Linnzan colle@ion, We mutt not 
omit a fhort eflay on the propaga- 
tion and difperfion of animals and 
vegetables, in anfwer to the doc- 
trine of felf-production, a doctrine 
once held by the divines and fathers 
ef the church, by the celebrated 
and truly religious Mr. Evelyn, 
and therefore certainly not to be 
charged with impicty. 


The Chemical works of this pe- 
siod are not numerous. Dr. Wat- 
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fon has publithed hts concluding 
volume, which has increafed our 
regret, that his delicacy fhould 
lead him to think this method of 
amufing himfclf, and inttruéting the 
world, inconfittent with the deco- 
rum of his epifcopal character. 
The “Effays” are, as ufual, neat, ele. 
gant, and amufing. Dr, Prieflley, in 
his humbler itation, and amidit his 
theological contefts, ftill continues 
his enquiries in this line. He has 
publithed a third volume of “ Expe- 
riments and Obfervations on various 
Branches of Natural Philofophy,” 
which, like his former publications 
contains fome new information. In 
the Aerial Chemiftry, of which Dr. 
Prieftley was one of the fathers, 
Dr. Higgins has added fomewhae 
to our knowledge, in his work in- 
titled ** Experiments and Obferva- 
tions relating to acetous Air, fixable 
air, denfe inflammable Air, &c.’” 
In another branch of this fcience, 
we have appropriated to ourfeltes 
the additional labours of the Swed. 
if chemifts. Bergman and Scheele 
had before, in part, appeared in Eng- 
lifh; but we have now received one 
of the moft important eflays of 
Bergman’s third volume, which the 
tranilators of the former volumes 
feem to have forgotten, viz. that 
on elective attractions ; and the fame 
tranflator, Mr. Beddoes, has col- 
lected the fcattered fragments of the 
able and induftrious Scheele. From 
thefe gentlemen we received the 
firft intelligence of a new {pecics of 
air, viz. hepatic air; but we can, 
with pleafure, obferve, that we 
have added to their enquiries, Mr. 
Kerwan’s *¢ Experiments on hepatic 
Air,” in the lait volume of the Phi- 
lofophical Tranfactions, contain 
fome judicious and accurate expe- 
riments, which have much improv- 
ed our acquaintance with this fub- 
ject; and Dr. Watfon’s ‘* Obferva, 
tions en the Sulphur Wells of Har- 
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rowgate,” in the fame collection, 
have alfo elucidated it. 
Chemittry is never fo advanta- 
eoufly employed as when called 
an to the ailittance of the arts of do- 
mettic operations, and of medicine. 
On the two firft of thefe fubjects, 
this year, gives us few opportuni- 
ties of enlarging. Imifon’s * School 
of Arts,”’ and Baveritock’s ** Hydro- 
metrical Obfervati6ns and Experi- 
ents onthe Brewery,” two works 
of no great importance, are the on- 
ly ones that we perccive on the lit. 
In medicine, we muit mention an 
smproved edition of Lewis’s ** Di: pen- 
fatory,”” and a work of a fimilar 
kind, on the foundation of Lewis, 
but with more copious additions, 
publithed at Edinburgh. Thefe 
are both works of confequence ; 
but this department, will admit 
of fill higher improvement. In 
the Medical Chemiltry, we have al- 
fo received Dr. Skeete’s ** Expevi- 
ments and Obtervations on the red 
and quilled Peruvian Bark,” and 
Dr. Leigh's *¢ kxperimental i nqui- 
ries into the Properties of Opium.” 
Thefe are two differtations, which 
obtained the piize offered by the 
Harveian fociery, at Fdinbargh, 
and they are promifing fpecimens 
or a more advantageous harvett in 
maturer years. in enquiries of 
this kind, and in al! pharmaceutical 
operations, Mr. Bizard hes fhown, 
that there is much danger from cop- 
per and bell-metal; and Dr. Flot, 
in an ingenious paper 10 the Philo- 
fophical Tra:factions, has guarded 
us from the uncertainty of the 
commonly eiiablifhed athniuies of 
bodies, when the operations are 
carried on in fpirits of wine. Ir 
muit be by courtefy only that we 
canintrod.ceMr.Ba ker’s * Trea ife 
on the Cheltenham Waters” in this 
place, becaufe he thinks chemittry 
uiclefs, ip alcertaining their ingre- 
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dients; but we cannot introduce 
it in our Medical article, becaufe it 
contains no information of that 
kind; itis perhaps fufficient to have 
mentioned this whimtical and trift. 
ing work. ‘The obfervations, con. 
cerning the medical virtues of wine 
and Dr, Fowler’s * Medical Reports 
of the Effects of Arfenic” are con. 
nected both with chemi(try and me. 
dicine. The latter fhows that arfe. 
nic, in fmall dofes, may be given 
internally ; and that it is of fervice 
in intermittents. This was before 
known, but the medicine had not 
been, of late, employed by revs 
lar phvficians. 

It Dr Fowler has attempted to 
revive one medicine, not common- 
ly employed, Mr. Nevinfon has 
been engaged in a fimilar tafk. He 
wifhes to recommend a quantity of 
crude mercury, detigned to act trom 
its bulk and weight, to remove ob- 
ftructions in the ileus. The prac- 
tice had, we underftand, been re- 
linquifhed, from its danger and ine 
efficacy ; and this author does not 
contribute to remove our apprehen- 
fions or to increafe our cuntidence. 
Dr. Wall’s ** Clinical Obfervations 
on the Ufe of Opium in low Fevers,” 
is a work of greater importance, 
It points out the proper ule of a 
medicine, probably ufetul in fome 
epidemics. It is the object of Dr. 
Withers in his ** Treatife on the 
Atthma,” torecommend a medicine, 
not hitherto employed in that dif- 
eafe, viz. the flowers of zinc. 
This work is, in no other refpect, 
of confequence ; and in that, we 
muft leave the examination to ex- 
perience. The recommendation of 
fingle remedies, and the enquiries 
atter {pecifics, too often end in in- 
dolence and quackery. Dr. Adair, 
in his **Medi. alCautions,” a miicel- 
laneous work, will perhaps agree 
with us, in this opinion. He has 
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drawn his pen, againf a hoft of 
quacks, and the wmefttective fiiter- 
hood, which he calls Lady-doctors 
and nurtes, not the only old women 
of the faculty. With equal far- 
cafm, and more wit, Dr. Moore, in his 
sé Medical Sketches’”’ contributes to 
eradicate fome miitaken nouons, and 
to weaken the influence of quackith 
practitioners, however dignified 
with titles. His work, which con- 
tains an introduction to phytiology 
and the prattice of medicine, is a 
very plealing one, The author of “A 
Letter to a Phyfician in the Coun- 
try, on Animal Magnetifm,” is an 
acute obferver, and an ironical 
writer, inferior perhaps in abilities 
to Dr. Moore, but equal to him in 
his antipathy to theie irregular 
practitioners. 

)f the more important practical 
works, which are few in number, 
we muft mention Dr. Blake’s **Obfer- 
vations on the Difeafes of Seamen,”’ 
which his ftation as phyfician to the 
fleet, in the Welt Indies, fuggetied. 
It contains many valuable obferva- 
tious. Dr. Trotter’s ** Obfervations 
on the Scurvy, particularly as it 
appeared in Negroes,” is a work alfo 
dictated by faithful obfervation. It 
is intended to fupport the humoral 
fyitem, in oppofition to Dr. Mill- 
man’s Treatife. Rollo’s ‘¢ Obferva- 
tions on the acute Dyfentery,’’ is an- 
other work by an actual obferver, 
in a climate favourable to the dif- 
eafe, and, with the others, is a flight 
compenfation for the miferies and 
diftreffes of war, by accumulating 
remarks, which may relieve dil- 
eafe in other fituations, Of the 
tranflations in this department we 
can fay little. Dr. Moffat’s ** Tran . 
flation of Aretzus” is an imperfect 

> ‘ < 2 
performance ; and Dr. Swediaur’s 
6 Trantlation of Dr. Millman’s Am- 
madverfions on the Nature and 
Cure of Dropfies,” though well exe- 
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cuted, fearcely adds to the ftock of 
Domettic Literature, as the work 
was, before, our own. 
_ Tothe affiftance which has been 
given by obfervation, theory, as 
may be expected, cannot add con- 
fiderably. “*A Treatife on theGour,”® 
containing a theory of that dif. 
eafe, is tpoken of very differently, 
We apprehend however, that fome 
eflential miftakes in the chemical 
department, greatly weaken the 
author's \uperitvucture. Dr.Arnold’s 
“ Obfervations on the Nature, &c. of 
Infanity’’ are continued, and afecond 
volume, chiefly containing the res 
mote cautes, 1s now added. The 
author’s obj: ct is.at laft, completed, 
and we find. that we are to expect 
no more. The feeond volume is, 
we think, greatly fuperior to the 
firft. Lynn’s * Singular Cafe of a 
Lady, who had the omall-pox dur- 
ing Pregnancy,” contributes to 
fupport an important phyfivlogical 
poluon, that in finall-pox, the 
blood is not fo much impregnated 
w'th the virus as to affect the foetus, 
till the puttules are turned, There 
are however many fimilar faéts. Dr. 
Colignon’s ** Miicellaneous Works” 
are icarcely of a medical kind; but 
their contents approach more nearly 
to phyfiological than to any other 
enguiries, The remarks are often 
neat and elegant, but fometimes not 
accurate.—We fliould next {peak of 
Anatomy, if the publications of 
the year gave us any 0, portunity ; 
but the only part of the human 
anatomy illuftratcd, is the change 
by difeaic, in the relation of the 
diffeciion of a perfon who died in 
confequence of an extraordinary 
and very extenfive interfception, 
mentioned in the Philofophical 
‘Tranfactions. Dr. Monro’s “*S:ruee 
ture and Phyfiology of Fithes ex- 
plained,” belongs tO Comparative 
anatoiny, and is a great “a an im- 
purtant 
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portant work, defective only in the 
engravings. 

Yet, perhaps, Mr. Blizard’s *‘ Lec- 
ture on the large Blood-veffels of 
the Extremities,” ought not entirely 
to be paffed over. It does not pro- 
fefs to contain any thing new, but 
was defigned to inftruct the fcholars 
ef the maritime fchool, ta point 
out the courfe of the veffels, and to 
dire&t where a prefflure may be ap- 
plied with advantage in emergen- 
cies. On Surgery, and fome of its 
branches, we have received fome 
important works. Dr. White has col- 
leéted the general practice into one 
volume, called the * Prefent Prac- 
tice of Surgery,” which Mr. Bell has 
extended to fix; but Dr. White’s 
work is greatly inferior to Mr. 
Beli’s, whofe annual volume, the 
4th, appeared with its ufual regu- 
larity, executed with the care and 
ingenuity which diftinguifhed the 
former volumes. In this year, Mr. 
Hunter has publifhed his long ex- 
pected volume, on the Venereal Dif- 
eafe, which, on good authority, we 
we can fay, contains much valuable 
mformation. On a fimilar fubject, 
we may mention Dr. Turnbull’s 
«¢ Enquiry into the Origin and Anti- 
quity of the Venereal Difeafe ;” and 
remark, that Mr. Samwell, in his 
«‘ Narrative of the Death of Captain 
Cook,” endeavours to fhow, that 
it was endemial at the Sandwich 
Iflands, previous to the vifits of the 
Englifh navigator. 


In Agriculture, we have little 
more to do than to tranfcribe the 
titles of the feveral works, which 
have been publifhed, for few of 
them rife fo high as to merit praife, 
and, ss none fink fo low as to 
be defpifed. The beft work, that 
we have feen, is Mr. Culley’s **Ob- 
fervations on Live-ftock.”’ It is the 
performance of a plain man, inti- 
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mately acquainted with his fubje&, 
We have feen alfo Mr, Horne’s « De. 
fcription and Ufe of a new invented 
Sowing Machine,” which Promifes 
to be very ufeful. The other pub- 
lications, in this department, are 
Mr. Twamley’s ¢ Draining exem. 
plified,” ** Frafer’s Certain Arrange. 
ments, in civil Polity, neceffary 
for the farther Improvement of 
Agriculture,” Mr. Brocque’s af. 
fected ** Defcription of certain Me- 
thods of planting, training and 
managing Fruit-trees, Vines,” &c, 
with ** Letters to a young Planter 
onthe Managementot Su gar Planta. 
tions.” Thefe works feareely de« 
ferve any particular notice; butwe 
ought not to conclude, without the 
annual tribute of applaufe to the 
Society for the Encouragement of 
Arts and Manufactures, whofe 4th 
volume fhow, that they are by no 
means inattentive to the proper ob« 
jects of their inttitution. ] 

We cannot take our leave of this 
department, without giving our 
opinion of ** A Syitem of Mechas 
nics ; being the Subftance of Lees 
tures upon that Branch of Natural 
Philofophy, by the reverend T. 
Parkinion, M. A. Fellow of Chrifl’s 
College Cambridge.” Notwith- 
ftanding the author’s modett decla- 
ration in his Preface, that he claims 
little other merit for his performs 
ance, than what is due toa felec- 
tion made from a multitude of 
books, in order to facilitate the 

rogrefs of a ftudent; we think it 
is entitled to a refpectable rank 
among publications of a fimilar nae 
ture. His Introductory Obferva- 
tions on the Phenomena of Nature, 
and the Rules of Philofophizing, 
are juft and fatisfactory; and his 
frequent corrections of the errors 
of preceding authors, by which 
their readers have been puzzled and 
mifled, fhew him to be well ac- 
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quainted with the fubjects of his 


jectures. Upon the whole, we 
jook upon Mr. Parkinfon to bea 
fate and intelligent guide, by whofe 
diftinct and familiar directions, the 
ignorant and uninformed may find 
their way to the temple of Philo. 


fophy. 


Among the Hiftorical produc- 
tions of the year, we fhall athgn 
the firft place to Dr. Gillies’s 
«¢ Hiitory of Ancient Greece,” as 
it is a work from which the friends 
of the author had led the public to 
entertain very confiderable expec- 
tations. The firft chapter of this 
work contains a view of the pro- 
grefs of civilization and power in 
Greece, preceding the Trojan War. 
The fecond is employed in a Dif- 
fertation on the Religion, Govern- 
ment, Arts, Manners, and Cha- 
racter of the early Greeks. In the 
third we have an account of the 
return of the Dorians to Peloponne- 
fus, under the conduct of the He- 
raclide ; of the Eolic, Ionic, and 
Doric migrations ; of the eftablifh- 
ment of colonies in Thrace, Ma- 
cedon, Africa, and Magna Grecia ; 
of the abolition of monarchy in 
Greece ; of the Amphi¢tyonic coun- 
cil; the oracle of Delphi; the 
Olympic games; and the Spartan 
laws. The fourth chapter is de- 
dicated to the hiltory of the Mef- 
fenian war, and the fubjugation 
of Mefienia to the Spartan govern- 
ment. ‘The fifth comprizep an ac- 
count ef the northern republics 
of Greece; of the Grecian colo- 
nies; of the firft facred war; and 
of the Reftoration of the Pythian 
games, and gymnaftic exercifes. 
‘The fixth chapter contains an Ef- 
fay on the Grecian bards, heroic 
and lyric poetry, and the lyric 
poets. In the feventh chapter Dr. 
Gillies gives an account of the pro- 
grefs of the Ionians in arts and 
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arms, the wars between the Ly- 
dians and the Perfians, and the end 
of the Lydian Empire. he three 
following chapters continue the 
hiftory of Greece, during the ce- 
lebrated period of the Perlian War, 
and until the diftribution of Alex- 
ander’s conquefts among his fuc- 
ceffors: after which the work is 
clofed = areview of the ftate of 
arts, learning, and philofoph 
at the time af the death of Feb 
ander. With refpect to the charac- 
ter of this performance, we may 
obferve, that the author, in gene- 
ral, has drawn his materials from 
the beft fources of information ; 
and in the accounts which he 
gives of the Grecian Philofophy, 
and of the characters of the pocts 
and others, hath adopted the opi- 
nions of the moft approved writers 
upon the fubject. But he hath be- 
trayed an unwarrantable fondnefs, 
when in want of proper authorities, 
for deviating into the dangerous 
wilds of hypothefis and conjecture ; 
and a credulity unbecoming a phi 
lofophical hittorian, in repeating, 
as hiltory, the fabulous ftories feat- 
tered through the writings of the 
pocts, refpecting the Colonization 
of Greece from Egypt, the Argo- 
nautic expedition, and the wars 
of Thebes and Troy. In his ac- 
count, likewife, of the religion 
and cuftoms of the ancient Greeks, 
he appears to be carried too far by 
his imagination and fancy, when he 
attributes to them a more rational 
piety, anda purer and more refined 
morality, than were compatible 
with their rude uncultivated ftate 
of fociety and manners, The mo- 
ral and political reflections which 
occur in this hiftory are trite and 
common, rather than ingemious or 
profound. With refpect to the ftyle 
of Dr. Gillies, it is very unequal ; 
fometirhes chafte and beautiful; but: 
frequently incorrect and exuberant, 
abounding 
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abounding in grammatical impro- 
pricties, and in meretrictous orna- 
ments which are uvfuitable to the 


avity of hiftorical compolitions.. 


We think, however, that the au- 
thor is entitled to praife for his la- 
bour in reducing * the fcattered 
membcrs of Grecian ftory into one 

rpetual unbroken narrative ;”’ 
and that thofe of our readers who 
are unacquainted with the orginal 
hifiorians of Greece, may derive 
from it much pleafure and ulcful 
information, 

We (hall, in the next place, in- 
troduce to the notice of our readers, 
« The Hittory of Athens, political- 
ly and shilofophically confidered, 
with a View to the Invettigation of 
the immediate Caules of blevation 
and of Decline, operative in a tree 
and commercial State. By William 
Young, efq.’” This work ts divid- 
ed into two parts. In the firft part 
the author traces the population of 
Athens, and the progrefs of fociety, 
from the earlieit periods to the clofe 
of the Perfian wars. In the fecond 
he defcribes the decline of the 
Athenians from the adminiitration 
of Pericles to the battle of Che- 
ronea, and the fubverfion of the re- 
public. In reciting the particulars 
of the Athenian hiftery, Mr. 
Young hath thewn him/éclt well ac- 
quainted with the ancient writers 
of Greece. His political and moral 
obfervations, are juft and philoto- 
phical; and the fpirit which ap- 
pears in every part of his perform- 
ance, is manly and liberal. But 
we do not think, that the analogy 
between the hiftory of Athens and 
that of Britain, is fulliciently 
slofe and ftriking, for the purpote 
ef political initeuction. And we 
are torry that we cannot bettow our 
praife on his work, with refpect to 
the language and compofition. The 
asrangement of it is tar trom being 
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perfpicuous ; and the author’s 00d 
cen Rens el 
: — V a flyle and 
phrafeology fo impure, uncouth 
and turgid, that it is with difficulty 
we can comprehend his meaning, 
Independently, however, of theie 
imperfections, this hittory, thouch 
not a popular one, is poffefied ‘of 
fterling merit ; and is accompanied 
by notes, Which abound in much 
curious and ufetul learning, - 

In ** The Hittory of Wales, by 
the reverend Wiliiam Warrington, 
Chaplain to the Right Honourable 
the Karl of Befborough,” we are 
prefented, for the firit time, witha 
complete view of the interefting 
facts which form the hittory of the 
ancient Britons. Thefe our author, 
with great care and induttry, hath 
collected from the mott authentic 
fources, arranged them judicioutly, 
and clothed them in an engaging 
and pleating drefs. In his firft, fe- 
cond, and third books, Mr. War- 
rington hath given a concife but 
perfpicuous view of the hitlory of 
the Britons, before the re:reat of 
the Romans; of their ftruggles in 
defence of their hberty and inde- 
pendence, till they were driven in- 
to Wales, Cornwall, and Armo- 
rica; and of their wars with the 
Saxons, to the death of Roderic, 
near the end of the ninth century. 
This period, barren as it hath com- 
monly been deemed of great and 
intereiting events, he hath enliven- 
ed by a difplay of facts and parti 
culars which have not been noticed 
by other hiftorians, and by deferib- 
ing the modes of life, and private 
manners of the Welfh. In the 
fourth and fifth books, befides the 
circumftances of the hiftory, which 
are admirably related by our au- 
thor, we have a fummary of the 
famous code of Howel Dha, prince 
of South Wales ; together with an 
account 











-_ theese 2 ih oe Ls. ee 


account of the civil jurifprudence 
of the Welfh, and their criminal 
law. The feventh and ecichth 
books are rendered particularly In- 
terefling, by the pictures which the 
author hath drawn of the repeated 
efforts of a brave, but improviden: ; 
and divided people, for the li- 
berties of their country, and the 
rights ot human nature. The ninth 
brings us to the entire conqueit of 
Wales, in the time of Edward the 
Firit; at which period Mr. War- 
rington connects the Welfh hitiory 
with that of England. We con- 
gratulate the public, that the firtt 
regular hittory of Wales has been 
undertaken by a perion fo well 
qualitied tor the tatk; and who, 
not being a native of thac country, 
cannot be fuppofed to have written 
under the influence of an impro- 
per bias, or predilection, And we 
¢annot but expreis our wifh, thata 
writer who hath given fuch a {pe- 
cimen of his abilities and taile, in 
the line of hiitorical compotition, 
would extend his labours to other 
depar'ments of that fcience. 

In the 3d vol. of ** State P apersy 
collected by Edward, Earl of Cla- 
rendon,”’ the public has received a 
very valuable hiiorical and litera- 
ry ac ag ion, abounding with in- 
terefting | acts and anecdotes, with 
many ot which our hiflorians have 
been entirely un. iequainted, In 
the editor’s Pretace we are informe 
of, that a part of them contains 

‘A Regular Series, fearccly bro- 
ben by the lofs of a lingle letter, 
of fir Edward Hyde’ s confidential 
correfponden ce with his bofom 
friend, fecret tary Nicholas, on the 
moft fecret topics refpecting the 
King’s s bulinefs ; particularly, from 
his arrival in France, alter his 
eicape from Worcefter, till he fixed 
his refidence at Cologne.’’ ‘To 
this it may be added, that the pre 

1780. 
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fent collection comes down to the 
return of Charles to his native 
kingdom. From fuch a fource as 
that before us, we derive the moft 
ae and curious information 

Apecting the character, protet lions, 

ind views, of the princ’ pal perfons 
Who fu‘lained parts in the political 
drama of the times; the aoxicties 
and diificulties of the royalitis ; and 
the caules which eradu: lly and fie 
lently operated in effecting the re- 
ftoration. In an Appendix, we are 
pretented with the hte of lord Dig 
by, and other biographical tketchs 
es, by our noble author, written 
with his ufual vigour and anima- 
tion of fityle, from which -we ree 
ceived confiderable pleafure and en- 
tertainment. 

The volume of “ Hittorical 
Tracts, by ftir John Davies, At- 
torney General, and Speaker of 
the Houfe of Commons in Ire- 
land,” is compofed of a curious 
and important treatife, entitled, a 
Difcovery of the ‘True Caufe why 
Ireland was never brought under 
Obedience to the Crown of Enge 
land; of two letters to the Earl of 
Salifbury, in 1607, and 1610, givs 
ing an account of the itate of Ire 
land, and the plantation of Uliter 3 
and of a Speech in 1613, tracing 
the ancient conflitution of Ireland ; 
which have been collected from the 
treafures of the Briuhh Muteum. 
The two letters to the earl of Sa- 
lifbury, will be found particularly 
iptereiling on account of the accu, 
rate local information which they 
convey, and the ftriking but jut 
pict ures Which they draw of the 
harbarifm and wretchednefs of the 
inhabitants at thofe periods. To 
thele tracts is prefixed a well-writ- 
ten Lite of the Author. 

Wailker’s “* Hiflorical Memoirs 
of the lrifh Bards,” are chiefly to 
be valucd from the accounts which 
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we meet with in them, of the ftate 
of ancient Irifh mulic; and foi 
fome papers in the appendix con- 
taining curious anecdotes and hif- 
torical difquilitions. On the hif- 
tory of the bards, of their educa- 
tion, employments, and privileges, 
he doth not feem to have thrown 
any new light; and with refpect to 
his obfervations on the antient 
ftate of Ireland, and its eaily ci- 
vilization and literature, it were 
to be wifhed that the proofs of them 
had been lefs equivocal, We leave 
it to Mr. Macpherfon to contett 
with him the claims of Ireland to 
Fingal, Offian, and the other he- 
roes of ** the Hall of Shells.’” 

In captain Jonathan Scott’s 
* Tranflation of the Memoirs of 
Eradut Khan, a nobleman of Hin- 
doftan, &c.’? we meet with intereft- 
ing anecdotes of Aurungzebe, and 
his fucceflors in the Mogul Empire, 
and curious fpecimens of the Ori- 
ental character and manners. Era- 
dut Khan was perfonally concern- 
ed in moft of the refolutians which 
took place during the period con- 
cerning which he writes; “ what 
to others was known but by report, 
was planned and executed in his 
fight; and he was a fharer as well 
as ipectator of the dangers and 
troubles which he has recorded.” 
His relations, likewife, are drawn 
uP with an ingenuoufne(s and fim- 
plicity that are ttrongly character- 
aftic of their veracity. Thefe cir- 
cumftances render his teftimony pe- 
culiarly valuable, as it fupplies us 
with the only account of thofe 
times that has any pretenfions to 
authenticity. We hope that Mr. 
Scott, from the public reception of 
his prefent work, will be encou- 
raged to arrange and tranflate the 
other authentic documents which 
he has in his poffeffion, relating to 
the hiftory of Dekkan, and the 
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continuation of the hiftory of Au. 
rungzebe, begun by Mr, Dow. 
Such l:bours of his will be vene. 
rally entertaining and ufeful; and 
more eipecially fo to thofe who are 
engaged in refearches into Oriental 
history and literature. 

Mr. Stanley’s ‘* Obfervations on 
the City of unis, and the adja. 
cent Country, &c.”’ is an accurate 
and entertaining defcription of a 
part of the world which is but fel. 
dom vitited by modern travellers, 
With refpect to the manners and 
cuttoms of the inhabitants, they 
appear to be nearly fimilar with 
thofe of the Afiatic Turks. It is 
the account which he gives of the 
prefent ftate of the territories of 
ancient Carthage, and of the mu- 
tilated remains of ancient grandeur 
and magnificence, that will princi- 
paily recommend his little work to 
the hiitorian and claifical reader. 

Mr. Savary’s ** Letters on Egypt, 
&e.”” which we briefly mentioned 
in our catalogue of Foreign Lite- 
rature for the year 1785, have, 
during the prefent year, been read 
with much avidity in an Englith 
tranflation. And we fcarcely re- 
member when we met with a more 
inftruétive and entertaining compa- 
nion. The object of our traveller 
is tO examine the monuments of 
paft ages ; to draw a parallel be- 
tween the arcient and modern man- 
ners of the inhabitants of the coun- 
try ; and to defcribe its preient 
fituation, commerce, agriculture, 
and government. He fets out by 
giving us a general view of Egypt, 
and of the revolutions which it has 
undergone. After this he prefents 
us, in feveral letters, with particue 
lar defcriptions of the cities of 
Egypt, of the pyramids, the la 
byrinth, the lake Morris, the ruins 
of Thebes; and with lively and 


animated pictures of the peculiar 
manpers 











manners and cufloms of the Evyp- 
tians. In thefe deferiptions “he 
hath fhewn himfelf to be well ac- 
quainted with the works of Hero- 
dotus, Pliny, and Strabo; and is 
very circumitantial in comparing 
their accounts with his own obfer- 
vations, and in correcting the er- 
rors of modern travellers. He, 
likewife, pays particular attention 
to the worfhip of the ancient Egyp- 
tians, and their deities; and endea- 
vours to corroborate their opinion 
who have contended, that the pre- 
tended deities of this people were 
no more than the names of the 
different attributes of one and the 
fame fupreme being ; or emblems, 
intended to exprefs the phenomena 
common in that country, the in- 
fluence of the heavenly bodies, and 
the bounties of nature. It is im- 
ofible for us to follow our lively 
and intelligent author, in his va- 
rious refearches and defcriptions. 
We fhall only obferve, that his 
letters derive advantages from his 
acquaintance with the beft claffical 
and Arabic authors, his enthufaftic 
fpirit of enquiry, his accuracy of 
difcernment, and happy talent at 
delineation, that jufly entitle them 
to the very fivourable reception 
which they have met with from the 
public. 

M. Ruffin’s ** Appendix to the 
Memoirs of Baron Je Tott, &c.” 
contain a fatistactory vindication of 
the reprefentations of the Baron, 
from the remarks ot M. de Pevyf- 
fonnel, late French contul at Smyr- 
na. But what chiefly engages our 
attention in this publication 1s, 
M. Venture de Paradis’s cyrious 
hiftoricai memoir of the. Drufes, a 
people who inhabit mount Leba- 
non, of whom but very inaccurate 
and inditlinét accounts have reached 
Europe, ‘The entertaining parti- 
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culars of this people, fingular in 
their manners, and their religious 
Creed, and who have ma‘ntained a 
contiderable degree of liberty and 
independence, though furrounded 
with the flaves and fupporters of 
Ottoman defpotifin, will be pecu- 
liarly acceptable to the Englith 
reader. To this memoir fucceed, 
extracts from the religjous books 
of Hamzah, the prophet of the 
Drufes, and a literal tranflation of 
a catechifm, containing their doc- 
trines and tenets. 

The ** Sketches of the Hittory 
of the Aufrian Netherlands, &c.’” 
by James Shaw, are calculated to 
excite public attention, not only 
On account of their intrinfic merit, 
but becaufe the part of Europe 
which they deferibe is become a 
conliderable object of political 
{fpeculation. After laying down, 
in a clear and accurate manner, the 
geography of the Auftrian Nether 
lands, our autuor enters into their 
general hiltory, fince the age of 
Charlemagne. This is followed by 
an account of the conttitution of 
each province; of their union un- 
der the houfe of Burgundy; of 
their commerce, manufactures, cle 
ties, agriculture, neighbouring ftates, 
relicion, letters, arts, &c. ‘To thefe 
fketches are annexed a detail of the 
misfortunes of Jacoba, countefs of 
Hainault; of the ambitious defigns 
of Charles the B y| i, duke ot Bur- 
gundy ; and of the mild reign of 
Albert and Ifabella. On the whole, 
we have been much pleafed with 
the defcriptions and obfervations of 
Mr. Shaw, and entertain no doubt 
of the induftry and care with which 
he hath feleéted his materials. But 
we could with that, in ‘many places, 
he would correct his phrafeologys 
and the conitruétion of his lane 
guage. Ashe hath, probably, de- 
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rived much of his information from 
foreign fources, he hath been too 
carelefs in adopting foreign idioms 
and phrafes, which have deprived 
his fiyle of that peripicuiry and 
beauty, for which, otherwiie, we 
fhould have been difpoied to 1¢- 
commend it. 

Dr. Forfter’s ‘* Hittory of the 
Voyages and Diicoveries made in 
the North, &c.”’ contains, betides 
many ingenious dilquilitions, and 
entertaining remarks, a vait fund 
of geographical knowledge, col- 
lected, with great care and atten- 
tion, from the beft and mott au- 
thentic fources. The general di- 
Vilion of this work 1s into three 
books, which aie again fubdivided 
tuto feveral chapters, fectionss &e. 
in the firit book, we have an ac- 
eount of the voyages and difcove- 
ries made by the Phenicians, the 
Greeks, and the Romans, in which, 
as his materials were but feanty, 
ke trequently indulges himfelf in 
roaming in the fiells of fancy and 
conjecture. “Phe fecond book con- 
fains an account of the difcoverics 
made towards the North ia the 
middle ages, by the Arablans; by 
the Saxons, Franks, and Normans; 
and by the Italians and fome other 
vations, In this book we have a 
collecion of many curious and ims 
portant particulars ; and «mong the 
refl, Altred’s Tranilation of Oroe 
fius, that real literary curiofity, 
and relauons of voyages made to 
Norway, Greenland, and Winland, 
Which he will have to be part of 
North America; for which we con- 
fider ourfelves much obliged to Dr. 
Foriier, The third book contains 
a fummary of the different voyares 
mace to the North in modern tines, 
by the Enolish, the Dutch, the 
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fians, in which the author hath 
condenfed the numerous books 
which treat of thefe voyages, with 
judgment ~and perfpicuity. Bur 
though this work poffeffes rreat 
and unqueitionable claims on our 
approbation, we do not pronounce 
it to be a faultlefs production, 
Though we admire the inzenuity 
difcoverable in many of his conjecs 
tures and etyntoloyvical enquiries, 
in the firit book, we cannot fay that. 
his reafonings have always had 
force enough to make us converts 
tc his opinion. either do we 
feel, in the fame decree with oug 
author, the weieht of the authoris 
ties which he brines from ancient 
manulcripts, in fupport of the 
difcovery of the ancient Wins 
land. 
From the perufal of Hamilton’s 
‘6 Letters concerning the northerg 
Coatt of the County of Antrim, 
&c.””? we have received much in- 
{truction and entertainment. They 
addrefs themfelves to the ftudent in 
general hiltory, to the antiquary, 
and the philofopher. In fome of 
the firft letters we have a particular 
and pleating account of the ifland 
of Raghery, or Raghlin, of ite 
productions, antiquities, and the 
fimple innocent manners of its in- 
habitants. Mr. Hamilton next de- 
fcribes the falmon fifheries on the 
oppofite coaft ; and prefents us with 
hifforical accounts of the incur- 
lions of the Scots, and their firft 
fertlement in Ireland, which abound 
in many curious and interefting 
particulars. But his attention 1% 
principally eneaged by the natural 
curiofities on the northern coatt of 
Antrim; and particularly by the 
bafaltic columns, commonly called 
the Giant’s Cauteway, After giv- 
ing us the natural hiflory, and an 
accurate analyhis of thefe — 
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he introduces his ingenious and fa- 
tistactory re afonings in favour of 
the voleinic theory, which has re- 
ceived fo much fupport from ir 
William Hamilton, and Mr. Faujas 
de St. Fond; and in anfwering 
fuch objections as have been made 
to it. We recommend this envag- 

ing and philofophical performance 
as calculated to afford pleafure and 
improvement to every defcription of 
readers. 

In Hurtley’s “* Account of fome 
natural Curiofities in the Environs 
of Malham, in Craven, Yorkthire,’ 
we have a particular, and ‘not un- 
pleafing deicriptio: of fome fub- 
iine natural feenerv, in the 
centre of the oe ayes at wor- 
thy of the attention of travellers. 
‘To this defeription th re is unnex- 
e! an Appendix, containing ufeful 
direc ti ns to thofe who are dif; pofed 
to wilt thefe romantic fituatio ns ; 
the heieht of fome of the highe ( 
mountains in England and Scote 
land, with the heights of Mount 
Blanc, the Pike of ‘Tenerifie, and 
Coropaxi in Quito ; and particulars 
ot the life and genealogy of Lam- 
bert, the parliamentary general, 
which {vem to be collected fro mM the 
bett authorities. 

Dr. Anderfon’s * Account of the 
prefent State of the Hebrides, and 
Weflern Coafts of Scotland ; 
which efcaped our notice, in its 
proper place, recommends itfelf by 
many importanr facts and u: eful 

obfervations, relative to the fiflic- 
es ef this kingd om, and other 
confiderable fources of national im- 
provement. ‘This account is the 
fubftance of a report made by 
the author to the lords’ of the trea- 
fury, and of the evidence which 
he gave before the committee of 
fither’ ies, after he had been employ- 
ed by government in examining 


thefe neelected parts of the Britifl 
dominions. And it prefents us 
with fuch a fho hing picture of the 
melincholy povert y and wretchede 
nefs of great ni umbers of our {cl. 
low- ‘penis y wee are capable of 
being re: 4 fome of the mot 
ufefal mem! s of the community 
as muit intere eit the patriotic an 
fecling sight to apply every pof- 
fible remedy ‘eS lamentable ay 
evil. Lo ‘his account is prefixed 
an Hiffcrical Introduction concern= 
lag the Britifh Fifheries, in which 
Dr. i nderfon tikes up the ful byect 
from the carlieft iccounts $ ; pots 
out the circumftances and impedi- 
ments which have prevent 4 its 
fucecfs; and fh ch re; rulations as are 
moi] likely to give toll «© employ 
to the ind ge ot the peop le, auge 
ment the wealth of th nation, 
and add to "ta revenue and rey 
fources of the ftate.”’ We have al- 
ready feen that thefe important 
objects have engaged the {erious ate 
tention of the legiflature ; and we 
doubt not but that the judicious 
remarks before us, will have cons 
fiderable weight with the commit. 
tee to whom they are referred, 

‘The Hillory of the War with 
America, France, Spain, and Hol- 
land, by John Andiews LL. D.” 
appears to be with great candour 
and i partial y, and to contain a 
judicious detail of the circumftances 
of the late war, drawn from the 
public prints, and the proceedings 
of the houle of commons. Many 
of the pe litical remarks which oc- 
cur in by, are fenfible an tp ertinente 
And what he fays on the views and 
motives that influenced the con- 
tending powers, in their Ligon 
operations, feems on the whole, 
have been di¢ta ited by a jut oles 
ledge of mankind, and deliberate, 
cool reflection. 
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The *‘ Account of the gallant 
Defence made at Mangalore, againtt 
the United Effor:s of the French, 
and the Nabob Tippo Sultan, &c.” 
is a jutt tribute of refpect to the 
bravery and good conduct of the 
late colonel John Campbell, major 
of the 42d regiment of foot, his 
officers, and the troops under his 
command, during the fatigues and 
diftrefles of a tedious and obftinate 
fiege. The particulars of this ac- 
count, many of which will be found 
exceedingly interefting, are drawn 
up in the form of a journal, in 
which all the operations and cafual- 
ties are particularly fpecified ; and 
the whole is recommended to the 

erufal of military readers, by a 
good plan and profile of the fort, 
exhibiting tle attacks and batteries 
of the enemy. 

The author of a tract called 
«¢ The Hiftory of the Art of En- 
graving in Mezzotinto, &c.”’ op- 
pofes the commonly received opi- 
nion that prince Kupert was the 
inventor of it. This honour he 
claims for colonel Siegen, a Heffian 
officer. And it appears to us, that 
the authorities to which he refers, 
in invefligating the fubject, carry 
too much weight with them to be 
Nightly rejected, In this ingenious 
performance the author confiders 
and explains the mechanic procefs 
of this kind of engraving: it’s pe- 
culiar character and excellence; and 
the fubjects which are beft adapted 
to it. He hath added, likewife, an 
account of the principal artifts in 
this branch, and a lift of their 
works. And when we confider the 
high degree of perfection to which 
this art hath been carried in this 
country, and the many excellent 
copies of valuable pictures which 
our artifts have produced, we may 
venture to pronounce, that this 
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little work will be an acceptable 
prefent to the lovers of the aris. 
efpecially as we have no exprefs 
treatife on the fubject. 


In mentioning the Biographical 
productions of the year, we thall 
affign the firft place to the fecond 
volume of Strutt’s ‘ Biographical 
Dictionary ; containing an Hiflori. 
cal Account of all the Eneravers 
from the earhieft period of the Art 
of Engraving, to the prefent Time 
&ec.”” Of the deflign, and the gee 
neral execution of this work, we 
gave Our Opinion in our account of 
the Domeftic Literature of the year 
1785. And we are glad to have 
reafon to conclude, from the ap- 
pearance of this fecond volume 
that the author hath met with that 
encouragement from the public, 
which his application and indufry 
merited. We have again received 
much information and pleafure from 
the continuation of his Eflay on the 
Art of Engraving, and the Ac- 
count of its Origin and Progrefs, 
which are prefixed to this volume. 
Thete afford us fufficicnt evidence 
of the author’s acquaintance with 
the tubject on which he writes, and 
will be allowed to poflefs a conti 
derable fhare of merit, notwith- 
flanding that his flyle and manner 
of expreffion are liable to the fame 
cenfure which our remarks on the 
former part of his work conveyed. 

The ‘* Hiftorical and Critical 
Memoirs of the Life and Writings 
of M. de Voltaire, &c.’’ tranflated 
from the French of Dom. Chaudon, 
form a very unequal and unfinifhed 
work, which does not feem to have 
juit pretenfions to the reception 
which it is faid to have met with 
on the continent. It is rather a 
collection of the anecdotes reipect- 
ing Voltaire, which have been re- 

tailed 
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tailed in different authors, than a 
regular account of his life. To 
have appreciated his literary ab:li- 
ties, and to have examined into his 
real opinions, woul! have been a 
proper employment for his biogva- 
pher; ans! would not have preclud- 
ed the recital of his witty epigra ns 
and bon mots. It would, hkewiie, 
have carried with it the appearance 
of greater candour, if our author 
had not fo fervilcly followed Vol- 
taire’s own reprefentations of his 
quarrels with Rouffeau. and Mau- 
ertuls, and of the circumiances 
of his difgrace at Berlin; as thete 
are more than fufpected to be ex- 
ceedingly partial and unfair. And 
he would have deierved the thanks 
of his readers, if he had been more 
particularly attentive in expoting 
the pernicions tend:ncy of many 
of the productions of his hero; to- 
gether with the duplicity and pro- 
tanenefs of his character. \Ve would 
nor be underttood as wifhing to de- 
prive M. de Voltaire, of his claims 
to extra.rdinary genius, and ex- 
tenfive abilities. We would not 
have a fingle action of bis forgot- 
ten, that was humane or benevo- 
lent; and for many fuch actions he 
will be remembered with gratitude. 
But we could have wifhed that the 
veil had becn more completely 
withdriwn fiom his imperfections, 
and effential tailings, to counter- 
act the dangerous and tafhionable 
influence of his opinions and ex- 
ample. In this part of the duty 
of a good biographer, we think 
that our author hath greatly failed, 
and loit a favourable opportunity of 
blending the ufeful with the amuf- 
ing. ‘This volume is concluded 
with an * Abftract, Hiftorical and 
Critical, of the Theatrical Works 
of Voltaire.” 

From Mrs Piozzi’s * Anecdotes” 


ITERATURE. [265) 


of Dr. Johnfon, the public had 
been led to entertain very high exe 
pectations. Many years had the 
Doctor fpent at the houfe of her 
former huiband, Mr. Thrale, in the 
habits of undifguifed and commus 
micative friendihip. And the was 
underttood to poffefs abilities and 
materials which could enable her 
to gratuy the public with many of 
the valuable obfervations, and pro» 
found di{quilit ons, by which bis 
private converiation was diftin- 
guifhed. But we are obliged to 
acknowledge that although, from 
the perulal of the work before us, 
we have frequensly received plea- 
fure and entertainment, we have 
been lhkewite much difappointed 
and mortified. Many of the litera- 
ry anecdotes which our authorets 
hath preferved, the poems, and 
bon mots, are new and curious. 
But whoever expects that he fhall 
be able, from this work, to forma 
judgment of Dr. Johni{on’s abili- 
ties in argument, of his powers in 
general converfation, and of his 
manners in common life, will find 
himiclt greatly deceived. And it 
will be dithcult for the reader, when 
he confiders many of the anecdotes 
and fpeeches which are recorded, 
to perfusde him/elf, that they can 
have been publifhed by one who 
lived for twenty years in the trig 
eft friendfhip with him, and who 
withes to ** warn her friends to 
virtue, even by the dillant reflec- 
tion of his glowing excellence.” 
How untortunate has it proved, 
thar thute who were the compani- 
ons ot Dr. Johnion, and who have 
undertaken to be his biographers, 
fliould feem as if they had made it 
the principal object of their injudi- 
cious pertormances, ‘to expofe the 
failings and weaknefles of their 
friend, rather than to preferve his 
R4 admirable 
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admirable ftri€ures on men and 
_qmanners, his critical remarks, and 
moral reflections! With reipect ro 
the eeneré | merits of te work be- 
gore us, it i9 an irregular and de- 
fultory compot fition, in which the 
authorefs hath dhewn bur little for 
licitude about method and arrange- 
ment. And the ilyle of it, though 
‘fometimes elegant and beautitul, 1s 
frequently deformed by gliring in- 
accuracies and colloquial barba- 
riims. 

Samwell’s ¢* Norrative of the 
Death of Captain James Cook, 
&c.?? contains very ferious and ex- 
traor rmation relating to 
that event, which hath remained 
hitherto, uncontradi xed, Or the 
nature of that information, ou! 
readers will be able to judge, trom 
the extract which we have given 
among our Mifcellaneous Papers. 
‘I'o this Narrative are added tome 


nary inte 


interetiine partic lars ot the lite 
and character of that great nauti- 
cal genius; and obfervations 1¢- 
fpecung the introduction of the 
‘wencreal diueafe mto the Sandwich 
Jilands, in which 
refute the argi ments of trots who 


I e€ cnccavouis to 


contend that it was received there 
troi our pe ple. 

© The Life of Hyder Ally, &c. 
by Frahuis Robfon, late captain in 
the honourable Fatt India compa- 
nvy’s forces, has been publifhed by 
the aut! 


*9 


al 


hor, to vindicate the honour 
and character of his countrymen 
and tellow-feldiers, trom the inju- 
ntations and falfe- 
hoods, contained in a Hiftory of 
that Eailern chief, by a French of- 
ficer. With this view he hath 
drawn up 2 plain, unadorned tftate- 
ment of facts, which he oppofes 
to the unjul cenfures pafled by that 
author on he conduct of the Ene- 
lidi in the Eat; which is followed 
; 


rious mire, re! 
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by a Narrative of the fufferines of 

the prifo ners of war taken by Ti IDs 
poo Saib, anda Gloilary ot the 
Afiatic Besins which occur in the 
Narrative. 


Under the head of Antiquities 
Archdali’s * Monaflicon Hiherni. 
cum?’ wall afford much information 
to the ftudents in Top: raphical 
Hiftory. Our author was induced 
to engage in this work at the infti- 
gation of Dr. Pococke, bifhop af 
Offory and Meath; and he has la- 
boured W it! 1 in let. itive rab le induttry 
in colleciing and 


c 
i 


preferving the 
the Hittory ot Vio- 


ALAC i Mijn, W it! ids “¢ like the Calne es 
. 1 . ‘ 

I Once reared, 18 aimott an heap of 
RE or ae a 
ru. olr pjumes Ware firft ¢ I 
acellection OF tows nature: whote 


work rather exhibited an outline of 
thole monatlic etlablifhine nts im 
rel; ind, than a partic ular 
of their apm 
pert) ye In 
} 


account 
hiftory and pro- 

rf > this work was en- 
larged by M. Allema de; and, ie- 
veral vears afterwards, publifhed 
in a different and i imperieét form by 
iVir. bat tris. ‘he pretent perform- 
ance 1s only an epitome ot the re- 
cords end documents ehicl.: “Mr. 
Archdall hath collected; andwhich, 
we | ope, the encou agement ot the 
public will enable him to deliver in 
a more extentive and perfect man- 
ner. This volume, however, cons 
veys much information reipecting 
the c the. revenues and 
peculiar fituations of various intti- 
tutions; with defcriptions and en- 
gravings of the habits of the dit- 
ferent orders. Such memorials as 
theie are of nation al importance, 
and are interetling to our curlolity 
und to our teclings. And the phi- 
lofephic mind caunot but receive 
pleafure fiom exploring any ot 


its ibliiment, 


the retreats of literature and. fct- 
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ence during the barbarifia which 
cevered the middie ages of Eu- 
rope. 

Nr. Nichols’s ¢. Bibhotheca Ty- 
orraphica Britann ca,” ha th been 
gncreaied, during the prejent y ye ™ 
by the addition. of ten numbers. 
hefe are, an hitlorical Account of 
the Parifh of Wimmington, Bed. 
fordfhire, communicated by Oliver 
St. John Cooper, curate of Pud- 
dington, &c. the Hittory and Auti- 
quities ot tie three ar chiep iteppal 
holpitals, and other Ci. tritable 
foundations, at or near Canterbury, 
by the lave john Duncombe, M. / 
and the late Nicholas Patiely, M 
the editor of Somner’s Antiqguitics, 
of Canterbury ; a Shorr Genealo- 
gical View of the kamily of Olive 
-Cromweil ; a Sketch of the diltiory 
of Pollover and Peak Caities, Der- 
byfire, by the rev. Samuel Pegge; 
two Differtations on the Brats In- 
ftruments called Celts, and other 
Armes ot the Ancients found in this 
Iiland, by the rev. James Douglas, 
F.A.d.} ‘Biographical Anecdotes of 
the rev. John Hutchins, author of 
the Hitlory of Dortetthire ; arch- 
bithop Sia pe’s Obtervations on the 
Comace of England, &c. with his 
Letter to Mr. Thoret! Ys 1695-9 ; 
and Remarks on the Prourefs of the 
Roman Arms in Scotiand; &ec. to 
which are added, a Map ot Caledo- 
nia Ve {pi diana, by Richard of 
Cirenceier, and an account of two 
Roman ¢ anps in the county of 
Foriar, with the Via miliaris exe 
tending between them, by the rev. 


* 4 . 
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Mr. Jamcion, ot Foafni i hefe 
pieces, as may be expected, pofie! 
different degrees of merit ; oa 


different degrees of ¢: stertainment, 
according to the {i ibjects of them. 
The Hittory of the Ho fpitals, and 
other charitable Foundations, at or 
near Canterbury, will be gratifying 
to the ¢u rio! ity of molt readers. 
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Mr. Douglis’s Diflertations on che 
Ai ms oi the Ai neients, found in this 
Iiland, ave learned and inzeniqus, 
Bat it has been irom aprhouties 
Sharpe’s Oblervations on the Coin. 
age ol Kngland, &c. that we have 
received the greatett toformanon 
and pleafure. This tract is divided 
Into four chapt >; the two firt of 
which treat of the filver and of 
~ g id coins of ju gland ; the (Wo 

wil O1 the OCO ts aan Vy a vd of t} he 
Lritt h cols to hing lamos If, 1 Clus 
five. To thefe are added, tables 
Ot the coins of the feveral Linge. 
&c. down peed LI. with notes: 
and a litt of medals, {ruck {ince 
the latter end of the relgn of 
William iI]. to that of George IT, 
incluive. We have :oom only to 
obierve, that this treatife will fur- 
nil the reader with much amufee 
nent, 38 well as very general fatise 
faction with refpect to this branele 
of icience. 

Cardonncl’s ** Numifmata Scoe 
ti: v3; OL a Series of the Scotia 
Coinage, fromthe reig n of Wilhiant 
the Lion, to the Union,” is divided 
by him into three parts, viz. the 
filver, gold, and billon or copper 
coin of Scotland. The collechonr 
of coins in this work is very | us 
merous, and tolerably COM PICle | 
and, in general, they are fully de- 
feribe d, all d ACL urately del: allt aicde 
It will, therciore, be an acceptable 
public; ition to the medaltiil, and 
the collector of Scott: ifh COINS, 
efpecially as Anderfon’s Diplemata 
& Numuifmata Scotix, and Snel- 
ling’s valuable works are now but 
feldom to be met with. InanA 
pendix, the author hath telected 
abitrac ts from or IN il rex ‘ords, and 

various aéts of the Scottith legiflas 
ture, relating to the coin, 

Mr. Douglas hath publithed, 
during the pref nt year, three Num- 
bers of a Work called, * Nenia 

Britannica, 
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Britannica, or an Account of fome 
hundred Sepulchres ot the Ancient 
Inhabitants of Britain,’’ which the 
antiquary will confider to be valu- 
able and important. Thefe num- 
bers are employed in the def. ription 
of various inflruments of war, do- 
meftic utenfils, rings, gems, &c. 
found in feveral ancient tumuli, 
which have been opened by our au- 
thor. Of thefe relics, and the 
tombs in which they were depo- 
fited, we have fuch accurate ac- 
counts, and plates etched by Mr. 
Douglas, as convey to us {uffict- 
ently diftin@ and juft ideas of them. 
And many of the remarks which 
he hath fuggefled, are exceedingly 
curious and uncommon. We wait 
with pleafure, for the completicn 
of this performance, which is in- 
tended to confiit of twelve Numbers, 
on account of the advantages which 
it may afford us in illuftrating hif- 
torical records, and the manners of 
antiquity. 

Of the fame tendency with the 
article juft mentioned, 1, the {plen- 
did and expentive work, in very 
large folio, with many fine plates, 
entitled * Sepulchral Monuments 
in Great Britain, applied to iluf 
trate the Hiftory of Families, Man- 
ners, Habits, and Arts, at the ciffe- 
rent Periods from the Norman Con- 
queft to the feventeenth Century, 
with introduétory Obfervations.’’ 
The prefent volume contains only 
the firfl part of the propoted plan, 
comprizing the four firft centuries 
from the Norman conqueft. Each 
century is illuflrated by numerous 
plates of monuments, either of ftone 
or brafs, the greater part of which 
are executed by Mr. James Bafire. 
To the publica‘ion of this work the 
author was excited by the much 
admired labours of Montfaucon, 
which, on a Iefs extenfive plan, it is 


intended to refemble. We fhould 
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be happy if we could indulge our. 
felves in the hope, that it would 
infpire other able antiquaries, to 
illuftrate, on a fimilar fceale, ‘the 
other branches of our national anri- 
quities. Such a work would be 
peculiarly proper in a country 
which can boaft of the higheft 
claims to excellence in the art of 
engraving ; and, if engaged in with 
fpirit, would certainly meet with 
the patronage of all men of fcience. 

Captain Grofe’s * Treatife on 
Ancient Armour and WW, apons, 
illutirated by Plates taken from the 
original Armour in the Tower of 
London, and other Arfenals, Mu- 
feums, and Cabinets,” is executed 
with the ufual accuracy of that ine 
genious gentleman, and is an addi- 
tional evidence of his extentive 
reading, and clofe fiudy. The 
firft part of his work is appropriated 
to defenfive, the other to offentive 
arms. The defcriptions whick Mr. 
Grofe hath given of thefe, are 
taken from the weapons themfelves; 
his remarks relative to the etymo- 
logy of their names, are curious 
and learned; and the hiftorical ac- 
counts which he hath intermixed, 
will fupply every clafs of readers 
with istormation and entertain- 
ment, 

The ‘ Military Antiquities re- 
fpecting a Hiftory of the Englifh 
Army, from the Conquett to the 
prefent Times,”? by the fame au- 
thor, do equal honour to his abi- 
lities, and will be peculiarly accept- 
ahle to gentlemen of his own pro- 
feflion. Of this work we have ieen 
nine numbers, which have greatly 
raifed our expectations of what arc 
yet remaining to be publifhed ; 
more efpecially, as they will con- 
tain an account of the improve- 
ments in the art of war, and warlike 
inftruments, which exift in the 
prefent times, and the gradual me- 

thods 
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thods by which they have been 
introduced, 

«© The Hiftory and Antiquities 
of the County Palatine otf Durham, 
by William Hutchinfon, F.S. A. 

ol. I.” is a performance which 
does great ciedit to the induftry and 
abilities of the-uuthor. This hif- 
tory commences at the time when 
the Romans were in poffeflion of 
this cifirict of Britain, and gives 
an account of the Druidical reli- 
gion, the latvs and manners of the 
Brigantes, and the introduction of 
Chiiftianity ; after which it is con- 
tinued through the Saxon period, 
when the fee of Lindisfarne was 
founded, which, afterwards, gave 
rife to thar of Dunhelm, fince call- 
ed Durham, towards the clofe of 
the tenth century. To this hif- 
tory fucceed the lives of the bi- 
fhops of thofe fees, down to the ac- 
cefhon of bifhop Egerton, in the 
year 17713 and an account of the 
rights which they have claimed, in 
their double capacitics of princes 
and barons. Mr. Hutchinfon ap- 
pears to have had accefs to a va- 
riety of valuable materials for his 
work, of a public and private na- 
ture, and the notes with which he 
hath illuttrated them, are, many of 
them, curious and interefting. From 
the manner in which the prefent 
volume is executed, we may rea- 
fonably entertain great expectations 
of the next, which is to be devoted 
to the antiquities of the county 
palatine. 

Mr. Alexander Campbell’s Edi- 
tion of “ The Hiflory of Dover 
Caftle, by the Rev. William Darell, 
Chaplain to Queen Elizabeth,” ap- 


pears to be a faithful tranflation of 


the Latin original, which, to the 
lovers of antiquities, Is a valuable 
publication, This work contains 
an account of that fortvels trom its 
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foundation by Julius Cefar, until 
the reign of queen Elizabeth ; and 
it is probabie, that with refpect to 
the tacts which are related, the au- 
thor enjoyed the beft means of in- 
formation, through the favour of 
his patron lord Cobham, who was 
the conftanle of that cattle. This 
work is illuttrated by ten views, and 
a plan of the caitle, which are 
neat engravings. 

Harrod’s Antiquities of Stame 
ford, and St. Martin’s,” are come 
piled partly from the annals of the 
reverend Francis Peck, which are 
brought down no lower than the 
year 1451, and partly from other 
helps, which his own induftry and 
the contributions of his friends fup- 
plied him with. The author is an 
intelligent and entertaining writer, 
and his work will be particularly 
acceptable in the neighbourhood 
where he relides. 

Cordiner’s ** Remarkable Ruins 
and romantic Pro‘pects in the North 
of Scotland, &c.” are publithing 
in Numbers, of which feven onl 
have come to our hands, Though 
his draughts and views do not dif. 
cover a perfect acquaintance with 
the rules of peripective, yet they 
poflefs a confiderable degree of me- 
rit; and we hope, that the public 
encouragement will enable him to 
complete his pleafing and curioug 
publication. His fubjects in na- 
tural hiftory, and ancient monue 
ments, appear to be accurately and 
faithfully delineated ; and his lan. 
guage of defcription, if not al. 
ways {cientifical, is fufficiently clear 
and intel.igible. 

In the number of books of Tra 
vels, thofe by the marquis de 
Chaftellux, in North America, 
in the Years 1780, 1781, and 
1782, tranQated from the French,” 
though occafionally trifling and 

frivolous, 
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frivolous, are, frequently fp rited 

nd chtertajning... We inay con- 

dér the author in the <bderent 
Capacitics of a tiaveller, folder, 
and natural, hittoran. As a tra; 
veller, he gives us. an ac.ount of 
every object which cuuz)t his.cye, 
and of the numerous pubic and 

rivate characters to whom he was 
Etioduced during his itay on the 
continent. In this account we fre- 
quently meet with obfervations of 
jimportance- on the ftate of the 
country, the manners of the inha- 
bitants, the forms of their govern- 
ment, and the progre(s of the arts 
and fciences among them. But 
thefe are intermixed, at the fame 
time, with details of unintereiting 
and trifling incidents, and the au- 
thor’s converfation with the inn- 
keepers, their wives, their fervants, 
&c. In his character asa foldier, 
the marquis delivers fuch reflections 
on the various dilpofitions of the 
armies, the fituation of the camps, 
and the military operations, parti- 
cularly the two great tranfactions 
at the Brandiwine and Saratoga, as 
leave us no room to doubre of his 
protcifional abilities, if we may be 
difpofed to queftion the fairnefs and 
impartiality of his reprefentations. 
As a natural biftorian, we find our 
author zealous in cndeavouring to 
fipport the fanciful fyilem of M, 
de Buffon. But when he is un- 
confined by the fhackles of hypo- 
thefic, he is an intelligent as well as 
lively companion ; and we. are 
fometimes greatly enertained by 
his highly finifhed defCriptions of 
the natural curiofitics of the coun- 
try. The tranflator, upon the whole, 
hath delivered the fen'e of his au. 
thor with’ fidelity and elegance. 
The notes, however, which he hath 
added to his “original, betray a 
giariag aac unjufiifialle partiulity 
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towards the Ameridans, and fuch 4 
rooted malignity and . virulence 
againit this country, as lead us to 
fujpect his claim.to the charatter 
which he ailumés, of an Enciifh 
geutieman, 

ibe marquis de Langle’s Sen. 
timental Journey. through Spain, 
&c.”’ Is an eccentric:and lively per. 
formance, aboundine in ling ular 
opinions and flailics of wit. We 
do not, indeed, meet with many 
judicious reflections 0. the ftate of 
Spain, or the manners of its inha- 
bitants. The tatk of philofophie 
enguiry would have been an in- 
fupportable drudsery to a writer 
who withes to recommend himfcif 
by continually faying _ brilliant 
things, and a peculiar crizinality 
of thought. ‘To thofe who can be 
enteytained by the productions of 
the Shandean fchoal, the mar- 
quis wijl prove an amufing com. 
panion, 

‘“* A Trip to Holland,” in two 
{mall volumes, is a performance 
which delerves to be refcued from 
the oblivion to which fuch works 
of the imagination are commonly 
configned, and to be clafled among 
fentimental travels and voyages, 
The prefent work, which is an at- 
tempt at the manuer of Sterne, is 
one of the beft imitations that we 
have feen of that humorous writer. 
‘Togecher with, numerous and amu- 
fing eccentricities, the author pre- 
fents us with, feyeral at the cha- 
racterittic features of the Hoilan, 
ders, delineated trom the life; and 
the reader will receive more enter- 
taininent than he may probably ex: 
pect from the obfervauions on that 
phlegmatic people. 

In giving our account of the 
Political Productions of the year, 
we fhall endeavour to keep within 
the limits which we have been 
obliged 
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abticed to prefcribe to ourfelves 
under this head, and mention Sittle 
more than the fubjects difcuffed ia 
them. 

Among the publications on Ip- 
dian Politics, we mect with ** Me- 
moirs relative to the Stare of India, 
by Warren Haitings, efq. lite Go- 

ernor General of Benzal.”? From 
the known abilities of the author, 
and his long adminifration of the 
affairs of the Eatt, thefe Memoirs 
dre rendered exceedingly interctting 
to the public. The accounts which 
he delivers of the actual ftate of 
Bengal at the time of his depar- 
ture, are calculated to difpel the 
gloomy apprehenfions which had 
been propagated in Europe, re- 
fpecting the embarraffed ttate of the 
company’s atiairs. And the plan 
which he hath pointed out, as ne- 
ceffary to the future profperity and 
exiftence of their Indian empire, 
hath been partly adopted by par- 
liament, in their new arrangements, 
and the extenlive powers granted to 
lord Cornwallis. How far Mr. 
Haftines difplays the merit of his 
6wn covernment, and triumphs 
over his accufers, mult be derer- 
mined by another tribunal. In an 
appendix, is given ** A Narrative 
of the Flight of Prince Jehander 
Shah, eldeft Son of the Mogul 
Shah Aillum, from his Father’s 
Court at Dehly,” written by the 
prince in the lerfian language, at 
the requeft of Mr. Haftings, and 
franflated by captain Scott. The 
principal circumftances of this 
flight were mentioned in a letter 
from Mr, Haftings to the court of 
direftors, which we noticed in our 
Regifter of lait year, 

The  Tranfattions in India, 
from the commencement of the 
French War in 1756, to the Con- 
clution of the late Peace in 1783,” 
comprize the political events, re- 


[259] 


volutions, and treaties of alliance 
which took place during a period 
of near thirty years. The manaer 
in which they are related, convinces 
us, that the author is poffeifed 
of no mean abilities; and his ree 
flections upon them are drawn up 
in animate,! and poignant language, 
But his couclufions would have had 
more weicbt, had the affertions on 
Which they are founded, been more 
ftrongly fupported by authorities, 
The evident defign of this publica. 
tion is to criminate the adminillra- 
tion of Mr. Hattings. 

With the fame view was pub- 
lithed ** A Leiter from Warren 
Hattings, Efy. with Remtarks, and 
authentic Documents to fuppare 
the Remarks,” which drew forth 
* An Anfwer to the Anonymous 
Remarks, &»."" both which pamph- 
lets dre written in the ufual fpirig 
of, political difpuration. 

But the principal pu'lications 
relative to the conduct of that ger 
tleman, are thofe which exhibit the 
“ Articles of Charge of hich 
Crimes and Mifdemeanors, againig 
Warren Haflings, Efq. late Go- 
vernor-ceneral of Bengil ; prefent. 
ed to the Houle of Commons. on 
the 4th Day of April, 1785, by the 
Right Hon. Edmund Burke;” in 
four parts. In anfiver to thefe ap- 
peared ** The Minutes of what was 
offered by Warren Haflings, Efq. 
at the Bar of the Houfe of Com- 
mons, upon the Matter of the feve- 
ral Charges of high Crimes and 
Mifdemeanors, prefented  againk 
him in the year 1786.” And, 
likewife, ** Letters of Albanicus to 
the People of England, on the 
Partiality andI njuttice of theCharges 
brought azainft Warren Haltinge, 
Efq.” As the mers of thele fe- 
veral publications depend on the 
evidence of the facts to which they 
refpectively appeal, it would be ex- 

ceedingly 















ceedingly unfair in us to give any 

inion refpedcting them, while the 
validity of that evidence remains, 
as ye, undetermined by our high- 
eft court of judicature. 

Mr. Brough, in his “ Confider- 
ations on the Necellity of lowering 
the exorbitant Freight of Ships em- 

loyed in the Service of the Eaft- 
he-Conipany,” propofes a plan, 
by which an annual faving may be 
made in this article of their ex- 
nees, to the amount of one hun- 
red and fifty thoufand pounds. 
And that he may not be deemed a 
vifionary projector, he offers, if the 
old thip-owners refufe to lower their 
prefent freights, to furnifh the com- 
ny with as many fhips as their 
Slee can require, and to give 
the moft ample fecurity for the per- 
formance of his engagements. His 
lan is to employ flips of 500 or 
00 tons, which, he contends, are 
better adapted to the Indian com- 
merce, than the fhips of #00 or 
3000 tuns, which are now ufed; 
or, if the company fhould periitt 
in preferring the larger veffels, to 
fit them out in a manner that mutt 
neceflarily fecure the propofed fav- 
ing, in the firft inflance, and gra. 
dually increafe it to the amount of 
two hundred and fixty thoufand 
pounds, Whether the whole of his 
plan be deemed politically right, or 
otherwife, Mr. Brough is undoubr- 
edly entitled to the thanks of the 
proprictors, on account of his bold 
attempt to deftroy a fuppofed inju- 
rious monopoly, and the reduction 
of freight which hath already taken 
Place, in confequence of his pro- 
al, 

The author of * Confiderations 
on the Freight and Shipping of the 
Eaft India Company,” takes up the 
caufe of the old thip-owners, a- 
guinft the principle of Mr. Brough’s 
propofal, He infifls on the impof- 
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fibility of any faving being made 
in the article of freight, exceptin 
on the ground of a total change of 
fyftem ; a change, at bef infin tely 
hazardous, and which may prove 
ruinous to the flrength and profpe- 
rity of the company. In fupport 
ot his reafoning, he refers his reads 
ers to the iflue of experiments, 
which have been tried by fome of 
the flip owners, and by the Com. 
pany themfelves 

** A Serious Addrefs to the Pro 
prictors of India Stock, and to hil 
concerned in the Commercial Proe 
fperity of Great Britain, &c.” is 
likewife written with a view to pre- 
vent Mr. Brough’s plan from be- 
ing carried into execution. This 
author ridicules any idea of aco- 
nomy in the article of thipping em- 
ployed by the company; and de- 
nies that the propofition of Mr. 
Brough can pollibly produce the 
advantages which he _ promifes: 
while he contends, that if any im- 
portant faving can be, effected, it 
muit arife from building vetlels of 
a larger fize than thofe which are 
at prefent employed; which veffels 
may be fo conftructed, as to anfwer 
the purpofes of thips of war of 
fixty guns. 

** An Olio, as prepared on board 
an Eaft Indiaman, &c.”” has the 
fame object in view with the two 
laft mentioned publications, and is 
not defective in fhrewdnefs of argu- 
ment, notwithftanding the whim- 
fical ftyle of the title page. 

Mr. Baring, one of the direc- 
tors of the Eaft India company, 
publifhed, in the beginning of the 
years a pamphlet called The 
*rinciple of the Commutation A& 
eftablifhed by Facts,” in which he 
lays before the public the progrefs 
of that plan, during the firft year 
of it’s operation, From this ace 
count it appears, that the public 
gained, 
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gained, by lowering the duties, 
above two millions; the company 
above three hundred thoufland 
pounds; and that a fum litle fhore 
of two millions has been turned in- 
to the channel of the fair traser, 
which, otherwife, through the me- 
dium of the fmugglers, would have 
been paid into the hands of forcign- 
ers. After mentioning thefe and 
other advantages which have fol- 
lowed the palling of that a¢t, he 
concludes, that they “ are of fuch 
magnitude and importance, as te 
fatisfy every impartial perfon, of 
the beneficial confequences which 
muft refult from a general applica- 
tion of the fame liberal principle so 
the duties ftill fubfitting upon va- 
rious branches of the manufa‘tures 
and commerce of Great Britain.” 
‘Thofe who confider the fituation in 
which Mr. Baring is placed, and 
his profeifional habits of calcula- 
tion, will not difpute his qualifica- 
tions to write on the fubject before 
Us. 

The “ Obfervations on the Com- 
mutation Project, by Thomas Bates 
Rous, fq.” are intended to fhew 
that the fcheme was unneceflary ; 
that the reduttion of the duties on 
tea would have been fullicient to 
have ruined the practice of {mug- 
gling, while the revenue would 
have been increafed rather than in- 
jured; that the transfer of thofe 
duties to windows, is partial and 
oppreflive; and that the project 
mutt be followed by the moft per- 
nicious confequences to this coun- 
try. Mr. Rous is a fenfible and 
ingenious fpeculator ; and his pam- 
phlet will be read with pleafure by 
thofe who may differ from him wit 
refpect to all his leading principles. 

«¢ The Commuration Aét candid- 
ly confidered in it's Principles and 

perations, &c.” by a Norchum- 
berland gentleman, = written 
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with the view of confuting the po. 

fitions and reafonings of Mr. Bs 

rings The grounds on which he 

oppofes him are — fimilar with 
r. 


tho occupied by Rous; but 
his obfervations are frequently more 
fevere and declamatory, than liberal 
andconclulive. His arguments are 
farca'm and irony, 

** The Policy of the Tax upon 
Retailers confidered ; or, a Plea in 
favour of the Manufacturers,” is 
the production of a fenfible and 
well-informed writer, who infitts on 
the unpopular opinion, that the 
public, in‘ead of being injured, or 
opprefled, derives very confider- 
able advantaves from the Shop Tw, 
He hath collected the authorities of 
feveral political and commercial 
writers in fupport of the propofi« 
tion, that in a populous or! pmeoss 
facturing country, retailers are an 
unproductive and detrimenral clafs 
of men; and that regulations cal- 
culated to reduce their number, 
mutt tend to promote the national 
wealth and profperity. There are 
few of his readers who will not 
agree with che author, that the 
number of fhopecpers through- 
out the kingdom is too great; but 
many of them will difpute with 
him on his idea of the operation 
of the tax, which they will con- 
lider as too fpeculative and hypo- 
thetical. Thole who agree in opi- 
nion with this writer, will be bighl 
pleafed in being ableto call to their 
aid fuch a powerful and ingenious 
advocate; while thofe who differ 
from him muft own, that his argu- 
ments are deferving of refpecttul 
and deliberate attention. 

Farmer Steady’s ** General Ob- 
fervations and Reflections on the 
Shop Tax, &c.”’ contain plain, but 
fenfible reafons to prove that it is 
partial and oppreilive, But the 
propofition which he makes, to 

eonrery 
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convert that tax into a general 
houfe-tax, wili not make him a po- 

ular author’ among the farmers. 

t will lead them to fufpect, not- 
withftanding the name he aflumes, 
that his perfonal intere{is are more 
nearly connected with the counter 
than the plough. 

The author of ** Confiderations 
on the Attorney Tax, &c.” atter 
making ufe of a variety of jutt and 
forcible arguments to fhew the par- 
tiality and abfurdity of that tax, 
propofes, in the room of it, one 
more juft in its principle, much 
fmore productive, and which may 
be collected without any additional 
expences The plan which he 
offers is well worthy of the atten- 
tion of the legiflature ; and to the 
chinge no iberal man of the pro 
feifion will object, as it can only 
aflecthim in proportion to the ex- 
tent of his bulinels. 

Of the few publications relating 
fo Trifh politics, which have teea 
publifhed during the prefent year, 
the mott intereiting that we have 
met with 1s * An Addrefs to the 
Nobility and Gentry of the Church 
of Ireland, as by Law eftablifhed ; 
explaining the Cautes of the Com- 
motions and Iufurrections in che 
Southern iarts of this Kingdom, 
refpecting Tythes, &c.”?> This 
writer confiders popery to be the 
Toot whence thofe infurrections 
{prung, and not any oppreflion or 
exaétion on the fide of the eftablifh- 
‘ed clergy, or their proctors; and 
founds he alarm to the friends of 
the cftablifhment ; the deitruction 
of which, he fays, is the object of 

“ < . 
thofe confederacies. He, therefore, 
warns them again{t condefcending 
to © the moft trifling compliances 
with the infolent faétious demands 
and pretenfions ot a popifh banditti, 


fpirited up by agitating friara and 


Romifh miffionaries, fent for the 
purpole of fowing fedition, as it 
would be «as inconliftent with juf. 
tice as with found policy, and the 
fatety of the tlates”” Whether the 
reprefentations of the author be 
jutt, refpecting the caufes of the 
diiturbances in Ireland, and the 
views of their fuppofed projectors 
and abettors, we will not take upon 
ourielves to determine. But we 
have heard another tale ; and fhall 
probably have an opportunity, ima 
future volume, to refer our readers 
to fuch authentic documents and 
authorities, as will enable them to 
obtain fatisfactory informatioo on 
the tubject. 

The pamphlet called ‘* The Pre« 
fent Politics of Ireland, &c.’’ eons 
lilts of three patts. ©The firit is 
the very able letter of Mr. Hutch. 
infon to his conitituents at Corke, 
in which he juitities his conduct in 
voting tor the bill relating to the 
commercial treaty between Great 


Britain aud Ireland, by explaining. 


the ereat and certain advantages 
which his country would receive 
from it. The fecond part is com- 
sofed of the parliamentary debates 
in the Irifh houle of commons on 
the fubject of that treaty, which 
have already been in the hands of 


our readers. In the third part we, 


have My. Lafian’s political arith- 
metic of the population, commerce, 
and manutactures of Ireland, with 
obfervations on the relative fitua- 
tion of Great Britain and that 
country ; in which the author itree 
nuouily contefts the principles of 
Mr. Orde’s bill, as totally tneon- 
fittent with thofe fair terms of reci- 
procity of benefits, on which a 


treaty between the two kingdoms. 


ought to be efiablifhed. The edi- 
tor of this collection, from bis 
potes on Air. LaSan’s tract, ap- 


pears. 
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rs to favour the fide of the 
queftion which hath been taken by 
Mr. Hutchinfon, 

«6 A Candid Review of the mof 
important Occurrences that took 
place in Treland during the laft 
three years, &¢.” is a well written 
publication, which defcribes the 
se pe of the convention affém- 

led in Dublin, in 1783 and 1784; 
the rife and progrefs of Mr. Orde’s 
bill; the duke of Portland’s rea- 
fons for oppofing the twenty propo- 
fitions fent from the commons to the 
lords of England ; the proceedings 
of the [rifh legiflature on thofe pro- 
pofitions ; Mr. Fox’s minifterial 
character ; the probable confequen- 
ces of any propofition in the Britith 
parliament, tending to an union 
with the fifter nation ; and the pre- 
fent ftate of the prefs in Ireland. 
But though the author is a fenfible 
writer, we do not engage ourfelves 
to fubfcribe to the foundnefs of his 
political creed. And the members 
of the Irifh convention, and thofe 
of the houfe of commons who op- 
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warchoufe of the world. The re. 
venues he would have raiféd hy in- 
ternal taxes and duties, and all mbd- 
nopolies amd public companies to- 
tally abolifhed. 

* The Letters of an Englith- 
man; in which the Principles and 
Conduct of the Rockingham Party, 
when in Adminittration and Oppo- 
fition, are impartially difplayed,” 
are the productions of a fenfible and 
intelligent writer, and contain keen 
and fevere firidtures on the public 
conduct of the moft diftinguithed 
leaders of that party, which are 
well calculated to excite pleafure or 
indignation in His readers, accord- 
ing to their political predilee- 
tions. 

Lufon’s ‘Inferior Politics,” com- 
prize feveral objects, which are 
arranged rather irregularly, but 
which have given him an opportu- 
nity of difplaying marks of good 
fenfe, liberality, and benevolence. 
He principally employs himfelf in 
expofing the fources of the wretch- 
ednefs and profligacy that prevail 


fed the commercial bill, will be@among the lower orders of people 


difpofed to refufe their teitimony to 
the liberality and candour of this 
narrative. 

Robinfon’s Treatife on * The 
dangerous Situation of England ; 
or, an Addrefs to the landed, 
trading, and funded Interefls on the 
prefent State of Public Affairs,” if 
it does not raife our opinion of the 
author as a profound pol tician, yet 
it engages us to give him credit for 
liberality and goodnefs of intention. 
To remedy or prevent the evils 
which we feel or apprehend, he 
propofes an equal reprefentation of 
the commons in parliament, and 
that the kingdom of England and 
all its dependencies fhould have 
their ports open and free, without 
cuftom -houfe duties, drawbacks, 
or bounties, which he thinks would 
render this country the common 

17 86. 





in this metropolis; and fuggeiting 
fuch remedies for thefe evils, as a 
worthy of public confideration, He 
alfo delivers fome juft remarks on 
the inconveniences, the abfurdity, 
and the undiftinguithing feverity of 
our penal laws, and urges the ne« 
ceffity of attending more to the pres 
vention than the punifhment of 
crimes. An Appendix to this litele 
work, contains a plan for the 
redemption of the national debr, 
which is very fimple, and intelhe 
gible, but we have our doubts ree 
{petting its pratticability. 

The “ Shor? \ddrefs to the Pubs 
lic, on the Pay of the Britifh A® 
my, by an Officer,” is an able and 
pathetic appeal to the juftice, hue 
manity, and interefts of the nation, 
refpeéting the various hardfhips 
under which the military labour. 

NY) At 
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unfit to fill the place which he oe. 


fent pay of a foldier was fixed, it cupies. 


was equal to his neceflities, and 
would furnifh him with fome of the 
conveniencies of life: but at pre- 
fent, in confequence of the great 
decreafe of the value of money, it 
will not furnith him with one com- 
fortable meal. And a fubaltern of- 
ficer’s pay is equally inadequate 
to his neceflary expences, exclufive 
of the appearances which he is 
obliged to keep up. From thefe con- 
fiderations, he reafons judicioufly 
and forcibly, on the equity and po- 
licy of granting them fome relief, 
equal to the compenfation which 
the other iervants of the flate have 
received, cither by un increale of 
the falaries or the perquifites of 
their fituations. The method which 
he propofes is, to caufe a pound 
and a half of bread to be delivered 
rratis to every common foldier 
hails, and a trifling addition of pay 
to be made to the officers, which 
would not greatly increafe the ar- 
my expences. 


The author of ** An Addrefs to. 


the Right Honourable the Firtt 
Lord Commiffioner of the Admi- 
ralty, &c.”” warmly oppofes the 
coppering of flips which are in- 
tended to lie in ordinary, as what 
tends to render them univertally 
leaky, and mere coffins in which to 
bury the feamen who are fent out 
in them. He recommends alfo, the 
building of 74 gun fhips, initead 
of thoie carrying only 64, and 
different methods tor f{peedily man- 
ning 120 fail of the line, If the 
‘author wifhed that his advice fhould 
meet with attention, he hath taken 
@ very extraordinary method to in- 
{ure the approbation of the noble 
lord, in telling him that he is 
gloomy, ina¢tive, and obftinate ; 
undeferving of the honours by 
Which Ke hath been graced, and 





Jnder the head of Critical, Claf. 
fical, and Polite Literature, we feel 
ourfelves happy in congratulating 
the public on the abilities, and per- 
fevering induftry of Dr. Woide, 
one of the librarians to the Britith 
Mufeum, who hath publifhed a fac 
fimile copy of the Alexandrian 
M S. of the New Teftament. In 
a learned Introduction, the Editor, 
after mentioning the motives which 
induced him to engage in fucha 
laborious work, gives, in different 
fections, a hiftory of this MS.; 
an account of its prefent ftate and 
appearance ; the arguments for its 
antiquity, in which the objections 
of Wetitein are particularly con- 
fidered, and fatistactorily anfwered ; 
its merits; a collation of a part of 
it with the beit Italian copies ; and 
an account of the circumftances 
attending the progrefs of this edi- 
tion, Of this very valuable work 
we can only fay, that it pofleffes 
every internal mark of fidelity ; 
that the tranfcript made by Dr, 
Woide’s own hand, was twice care- 
fully collated with the original ; 
that he hath preferved the exact 
proportions of the letters in the 
M%.; that he fuperintended the 
founding of the types ; and that ic 
hath undergone, not only his own 
critical and minute infpection, but 
that of Dr. Butler, the prefent bi- 
{hop of Oxtord, and Mr. Harper 
of the Mufeum. And with refpect 
to the introductory fections we muft 
acknowledge that they exhibit as 
itriking proofs of Dr. Woide’s eru- 
dition and judgment, as the com- 
pletion of fuch a difficult under- 
taking does of “his unwearied dili- 
gence. Such a work as the prefent, 
will be peculiarly acceptable to 
Chriftians of every age and nation, 


as it preferves a faithful image of 
the 
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the moft authentic original of their 
facred books; and it is no finall 
honour to our own country, that 
it has met with encouragement and 
fupport from fuch a numerous lit 
of fubfcribers. 

The public is alfo much indebted 
to Dr. Morell, for his accurate and 

rfpicuous Tranflation of ** The 
{piftles of Lucius Annus Seneca, 
&c”? The excellence of thete 
Epiftles, in a moral vicw, hath al- 
ways been juftly acknowledged. 
And, notwithitanding that the fyf- 
tems of the moderns teach the fub- 
ject of ethics more clearly and in- 
telligibly, ftill the perufal of thefe 
ancient leflons ef wifdom, will al- 
ways be pleafing and ufeful, on 
account of the elegant and pointed 
manner in which they are delivered, 
And by no perfon could the tranf- 
lation of them have been under- 
taken with greater profperity than 
by Dr. Morell, who was a veteran 
in claffical learning, and by the 
bent of his ftudies, well qualified 
for the difficuliies of fuch a tafk, 
and to preierve the peculiar man- 
ner of his original. The notes 
which accompany this tranflation 
are chiefly intended to rende? it 
more intelligible to the Englifh rea- 
der. To th's work is prefixed the 
life of Seneca, taken principally 
from Lipfius, and extracts relat- 
ing to the character and writings of 
Seneca, from Tacitus, ‘the Preface 
of fir Roger, L’Eftrange to the 
Tranflation of Seneca’s Morals, 
and from a Letter of Lord Boling- 
broke to Dr. Swift. 

Polwhele’s ‘ Tranflatidn into 
Englith Verfe, of the Idyllia, Epi- 
grams, and Fragments, of ‘Theo- 
critus, Bion, and Mo/chus, with 
the Elegies of Tyrteus,” is recom- 
mended to us by the general eafe 
and harmony of the verfification, 


the fidelity and fpirit with which 


fome of the beft pieces of his ori- 
ginals are rendered, and the critical 
and learned obfervations which oce 
cur in the notes. Sometimes, in- 
deed, his language is more refined 
than is confiftent with the fimplici- 
ty of paftoral poetry, or is ware 
ranted by his original. Confiders 
ing, however, the great difficulty 
that muft attend the.sranflation of 
Theocritus, whofe fle is a mix- 
ture of clegance and clownifhnefs, 
Mr. Polwhele is entitled to a con- 
fiderable fhare of commendation. 

** The Rape of Helen, from the 
Greek of Coluthus, with Mifcella- 
neous Notes,”’ is a tranflation of a 
work which, though not deftitute 
of imagery and of ftriking expref 
five epithets, difplays no great de- 

ree of merit. It was written dur- 

ing the fixth century, which was 
no favourable wra for poetic ges 
nius. With refpect to the tranfla- 
tion before us, we cannot {peak in 
the higheft terms either of its accus 
racy or harmony. The Notes, 
however, which accompany it, are 
proofs of the author’s labour and 
ingenuity, and will be found ufe- 
ful in illuftratng. the original, 
which ig evidently leatibvted and 
corrupt. 

* Delectus Sententiarum & Hif- 
toriarum, in Ufum Tironum ace 
commadatus,” deferves to be ree 
commended, on account of the care 
with which the author hath {electe 
ed his materials, from the purett 
claffical writers, and from fuch as 
are of a good moral tendency. 

Horne Tooke’s ‘* Diverfions of 
Purley,” form a very ingenious 
and valuable publication, which 
opens a new ficld to grammarians 
and lexicographers, and will prove 
of effential fervice to the interefts 
of Englith literature, The leading 
pofition of his work, which he 
clearly and fatisfactorily eftablifhes 
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is, that particles or indceclinable 
words (as they have been called) 
fuch as conjunctions, prepofitions, 
and adverbs, are the figns of other 
words: that they are merely ab- 
breviations contrived for difpatch 
of language; and that the fource 
of all the errors into which gram- 
marians have been led, arifeth from 
confidering them as the figns of 
ideas, or thé fiyns of things. ‘This 
work confifts of ten chapters ; the 
firft of which is employed on the 
divifion or diftribution of language, 
in which the author juftly expotes 
the miilakes into which gramma- 
vians and philofophers have tallen, 
in endeavouring to enumerate the 
diftinct parts of fpeech. The fe- 
cond contains fome ingenious ob- 
fervations on Mr. Locke’s I flay. 
The third chapter treats of the 
parts of fpeech, of which Mr. 
‘Tooke coniiders two forts only to 
be neceflary fur the communication 
of our thoughts ; nouns and verbs. 
The fourth and fifth chapters he 
devotes to the noun, the article, 
and interjection. ‘The four folow- 
ing chapters, the fubftance of which 
appeared in a letter from the author 
to Mr. Dunning, in the year 1778, 
treat of the word shat; of con- 
junctions ; of the etymology of the 
Englith conjunctions ; and of pre- 
politions. ‘The work concludes with 
a chapter on adverbs, which he 
calls the common fink and repofi- 
tory of all heterogeneous unknown 
corruptions. ‘Through thefe chap- 
ters we have followed our fentible 
author with much pleafure and 
improvement ; and have been wit- 
neffles of the decifive victories which 
he hath gained over grammarians 
and etymologiits, to whom we had 
been accuftomed to yield almott 
implicit fubmiffion. We could have 
wifhed, however, that he had been 
not quite fo fevere, upon their mif- 
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takes and errors. As Mr. H. Tooke 
calls the prefent treatife only Part I, 
we are in anxious expeétation of 
being favoured with his farther re. 
fearches into this curious and intri- 
cate fubjedt. 

Dr. Towers’s ** Effay on the 
Life, Character, and Writings of 
Dr. Samuel Johnfon,”’ is princi- 
pally devoted to a review of his 
literary character, and a criticifm 
on his writings ; on which account 
we have affigned it a place in this 
department of our regifter, And 
in this view, it will be allowed to 
contain many judicious, candid, 
and liberal remarks, on the genius, 
principles, and works of that ex- 
traordinary man. His prejudices 
and imperfections are treated with 
fufficient tendernefs ; and the afto. 
nifhing vigour of his mind, and 
the excellences of his different pro- 
ductions, are difplayed and com- 
mended, with a precifion and warmth 
which do great credit to the abili- 
ties and impartiality of our ef- 
fay itt. 

The * Effay on the Pre-emi- 
nence of the Comic Genius, &c.” 
deferves to be refcued from the ob- 
livion to which critiques on drama- 
tic performances are commonly con- 
figned, on account of the many 
fenfible obfervatiens, and the marks 
of an elegant and juft tale, by 
which it is diftinguifhed ; but with 
the competition in which the author 
places two of ovr actreffes, who 
are defervedly favourites with the 
public, we have nothing to do. 

Johnfon and Steevens’s Edition 
of * The Plays of William Shak- 
fpear,” hath undergone a third mm- 

reffion, revifed and augmented by 
Ir Reed of Staples Inn, Of all 
the numerous commentaries on our 
immortal poet, which have been 
increafed to a formidable number, 
but which have done credit to the 
indul- 
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induftry and penetration of their 
authors, we cannot but confider 
this as the beft. Befides judicious 
omiffions, our prefent editor hath 
improved the work by valuable 
communications from fir William 
Blackfione, fir Jofhua Reynolds, 
Mefirs. Henley, Henderfoa, Monck 
Mafon, Steevens, Tyrwhitt, and Ma- 
lone ; and by valuable obfervations 
and notes of his own, which are 
founded on a diligent perufil of the 
old writers, and a careful attention 
to the cuitoms, manners, and lan- 
guage of the times in which 
Shakfpear lived. To the enthu- 
fiaftical admirers of our favourite 
bard,—and who is not an enthu- 
fiaflical admirer of him ? —thefe 
communications will prove an in- 
valuable prefent, But we are forry 
to obferve, that the mechanical ex- 
ecution of this valuable work hath 
been fo negligently performed. 
With refpect to the paper, the type, 
and the typographical errors, a 
very blameable indifference _ hath 
been fhewn, Of thefe imperfec- 
tions we hope, that we fhall have 
no reafon to complain in that grand 
Edition which is announced to be 
printed from this copy, and to be 
adorned with the choiceft produc- 
tions of our moft eminent artitts. 
Mr. Wheatley’s ** Remarks on 
fume of the Characters of Shak- 
fpear,” theugh imperfect and unfi- 
nifhed, contain fufficient evidences 
of the author’s ingenuity and talle, 
and leave us to regret that his de- 
fign was not completed. It was 
propofed by him, to trace the diffe- 
rent appearances of the fame paffion, 
in the characters of Richard the 
Third and Macbeth, according to 
the different circumitances in which 
they were placed, and the different 
difpofitions from which it received 
jts direétion. And as far as our 
guthor hath gone, he hath difcover- 
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ed confiderable critical penetration, 
and an intimate acquaintance with 
the human heart. 

The author of Macbeth re- 
confidered,”’ differs in opinion from 
Mr. Wheatley, in his remarks on 
that ** great bad man.” He had 
attributed to him refolution, but 
not intrepidity. To this character 
the prefent writer thinks that he 
lath ftrong claims, as he is drawn 
inthe reprefentationsof Shak{peare ; 
and he fupports his opinion with 
confiderable ability. 

During the prefent year. there 
hath been publifhed a new ediaoh 
of **the Tatler, with !luftrations, 
and Notes, Hiftorical, Biographi- 
cal, and Critical.” For the valuable 
improvements attending this edi- 
tion, the public is indebted to the 
care and attention of Dr. Perey, 
bifhop of Dromore. Thefe confilt, 
principally, of anecdotes refpeéin 
the triumvirate of wits, Steel, 
Swift, and Addifon, and the other 
lefs contiderable perfons who were 
writers in the Tatler, or whofe 
characters were reprefented in it 
under fictitious names, Bur hetides 
the enrertainment which thefe will 
‘ifford us, the prefent publication 
will be found exceedingly ufeful, 
on account of the literary informa 
tion which abounds in the notes, 
We are furprifed, however, that 
a work which poffeffes fuch evi- 
dent marks of great labour and af- 
fiduity, fhould be leit, in & matée 
rial refpect, more defective than 
the former editions, by the omiffion 
of an Index. 

«¢ Sylva, or The Wood ; being 
a Collection of Anecdotes, Differ- 
tutions, Characters, Apophthegms, 
Original Letters, Bons Mots, and 
other little things,” is a mifcella- 
neous and unequal work; but which 

oflefies very confiderable merit, 
and by which we have been highly 
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entertained.’ The Author appears 
to be « perfon of juft difcernment, 
and muchiacquired knowledge ; and 
many of his obfervations are evi- 
dently the refult of experience and 
an acquaintance with the world. 
Sometimes indeed, his turns of 
thought are ftrange and peculiar ; 
and his language 13 coarfe and in- 
correct. And we think that he 
hath departed from the liberality 
by which his papers are generally 
diftinguifhed, when he pafles an in- 
djferiminate cenfure on all who ex- 
refs their wifhes for a reform of 
litical and ecclefiafiical abufes. 
ut, on the whole, we may ven- 
ture to recommend the Wood, as a 
collection of juft and ftriking re- 
marks, and curious quotations, 
which are calculated at once for 
amufement and inftruction. 
The Poetical Hiftory of the year, 
were We to mention every publica- 
tion in verfe, or rhyme, with which 
the prefs hath teemed, would com- 
rehend a yaft variety of articles. 
ut we fhall only give an account, 
in our ufual compreffed form, of 
fuch of them as have fuperior 
claims to our commendation or no- 
tice. In this number are the 
** Poems by Helen Maria Williams, 
in two vols.’ This work contifts, 
partly, of a republication, with 
corrections and improvements, of 
fome pieces which had obtained for 
pur poetefs a confiderable fhare of 
reputation; and, partly, of fome 
new pieces, which entitle her to 
yank among the moitt favoured chil- 
dren of the Mufes. An American 
Tale; a Hymn to Senfibility ; 
Queen Mary’s Complaint; and 
Euphelia, an Elegy, are eminently 
pathetic and beautiful, But the 
art of an Irregular Fragment found 
in a dark pafflage in the Tower, is 
a moit exquilite production ; and 
fhews how capable fhe is of rifing 
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to dignified excellence, when fhe 
chufes to enter the regions of ima. 
gination and paffions This piece 
is founded on the idea of an apart- 
ment in the Tower, fhut up for 
ages, in which are afiembled the 
ghotis of all thofe perfons whom 
hiftory relates to have been mur- 
dered in that prifon, and of a mure 
dered royal family, whofe ftory is 
Joit in the lapfe of time. We could 
not deny ourfelves the pleafure of 
prefenting our readers with the 
whole of this fragment, in our po- 
etical department. From that they 
will perceive, that our commenda- 
tion is not partial or exaggerated. 
‘* Florio, and the Bas bleu, two 
poems, by Hannah Moore,” are 
diflinguifhed by fenfible obferva- 
tions, lively deicriptions, and good- 
humoured fatire. In the firft poem, 
the efiects of modern medes of edu- 
cation, and the fentiments and tafte 
of young men of fafhion, and af- 
fluent fortunes, are juftly ridiculed 
and expofed; and ancient and mo- 
dern love are admirably cootratted. 
The Bas Bleu contains a panegyric¢ 
on the well known blue ftocking 
fociety, in which we have a hiftory 
of learned ladics, from the time of 
Afpafia to the prefent day ; and 
meet with many brilliant paflages, 
and entertaining remarks. Thofe 
who have received inftruction from 
the ufeful moral poems which Mits 
Moore formerly publifhed, will not 
be difpleafed at the opportunity of 
being agreeably amuted by the tame 
pen. 
Mrs, Cowley’s Poem called 
‘¢ The Scottifh Villaye, or Pit- 
cairne Green,” owes it’s origin to 
the accidental perufal of a newle 
paper, in which were deferibed the 
ceremonies lately ufed at Pitcairne 
Green, wm Scotland, on marking 
out the boundaries of an extenfive 
village, to be erected tor the 4 
pole 














ee i Sie kh Ra 





DOMESTIC LITERATURE. 


pofe of introducing the Lancafhire 
manufactures into that part of the 
kingdom. The account of this 
tranfaction fuggefted to the poetefs 
an opportunity of defcribing the 
beauties of rural innocence and fim- 
plicity which are fuppofed at pre- 
fent to prevail, contrafted againft 
the refinements and artificial man- 
ners of polifhed life, which ma 
gradually be introduced into that 
place. Our authorefs is well known 
to the public, from a variety of 
productions, which have met with 
their approbation. And in the 
piece before us, the reader will fre- 
quently meet with pleating imagery 
and fentiment. But we do not 
think, that Mrs. Cowley’s excel- 
lencies are difplayed to the beit ad- 
vantage, in poctical defcription. 
_ Wakeficld’s edition of * The 
Pocms of Mr. Gray, with Notes,” 
is a work which exhibits the beau- 
ties of that author in a ftrikin 
point of view ; and abounds wit 
many pertinent and judicious cri- 
tical obfervations. The editor's 
remarks, particularly on Pindaric 
oetry, are excellent. The paral- 
fel pafflages, likewife, which he 
hath colleéted from ancient authors, 
difcover an intimate acquaintaince 
with the beft claflical writers, and 
are felected with tatte and judge- 
ment, And in his grand objeét of 


defending his favourite poet againtt - 


the animadverfions and ftrictures of 
Dr. Johnfon, we think that he 
hath fully fucceeded: while we 
cannot but exprefs our difapproba- 
tion of the unbecoming and violent 
language in which he cenfures the 
criticifms of that biographer. 
Pinkerton’s “ Ancient Scortith 
Poems, never before in print,” form 
a very curious and entertaining co]- 
leétion, for which the public owe 
their thanks to that ingenious gen- 
tleman. ‘Thefe poems have been 
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felected, with great care, from the 
Maitland collection, in two vols., 
which were prefented by the duke 
of Lauderdale to Mr. Pepys, {e- 
cretary to the admiralty in the 
reigns of Charles II. and James II. ; 
who, at his death, bequeathed them, 
with other curious MSS., to 
Magdalen College, Cambridge. Of 


y the authenticity of thefe poems 


there cun be no doubt; and man 
of them poffefs an clegance of fen- 
timent and expreffion, rarely to be 
met with in fuch ancient produc- 
tions. Prefixed to them, we are pre- 
fented with an Effay, by Mr, Pinker- 
ton, on the Origin of Scottith Poetry; 
and a Lilt of all the Scottith Poets, 
from Thomas Lermont, who flou- 
rifhed about the year 1270, to Alex- 
ander Rofs, who was living in 1768. 
At the end of the fecond volume, 
we have many copious notes, and 
a gloflary, explaining the obfolete 
words which occur in them. In 
the Effay, and the editor’s remarks 
on the merits of the refpective 
poets, he difcovers a contiderabbe 
degree of hiftorical knowledge and 
hath prepared for his readers much 
information and entertainment, But 
he betrays, at the fame time, too 
great a fondnefs for unneceflary 
digreffions, that he may attack the 
fame and character of fome of our 
be(t writers and books ; and a weak, 
illiberal affeétation of infidelity. 
When he confines himfelf to fa¢ts, 
he is ingenious and inftructive ; but 
when he deviates into the wilds of 
fpecul.tion, he forfeits the honour 
due to impartial and unpreyudiced 
invetligation. 

Burns’s ** Poems, chiefly in the 
Scottifh Dialect,” are the produc- 
tions of a man in a low flation ia 
lite, which he compofed “ to amufe 
himfelf with the little creations of 
his own tancy, amid the toil and 
fatigues of labour ; to tranfciibe the 
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various feelings, the ‘loves, the 


rigfs,, the hopes, the fears in his 
tis. breait.” ind many of them 


are ciegant, fimple, ad pleafing. 


Thofe that are written in a more, 
feripns firain hayg much, poetical. 


merit; bur. the humorous and fati- 
sical picees appeat to have been 
most congenial to the author's feel- 
ings, and turn of mind. . Such as 


ase, of the deferiptive kind contain, 
faithful and pleafing delineations of, 


the fimplicity of manners, and en- 
gaging. fcenes to be found in a 
country lite. Upon theavhole, we 
think that our, rural jhard 3s juftly 
entitled to the patronage and encou- 
ragement which have been liberal- 
ly, extended towards him. 

. An Dr, “ Egrdyce’s Poems,” we 
meet with the fame evidences of 
aod fenfe, and knowledge of man- 
kind, that sppear in all his other 
writings. The fentiments are of 
an. ufeful and moral (endency, and 
are conveyed in verfe that 1s cor- 
rect, cafy, and per‘picuous. But 
we cannot think that the Dr, is 


qntitled to a very refpectable rank, 


among the fons of Parnaffus. 
*¢ Foung Fancy. flown away,” he 
could not, expect co arnve at excel- 
lence. He informs us, indeed, 
‘s that the utmoft to which he pre- 
tends is, to exbibit his ideas in a 
fhape, not too common nor fami- 
liar, yet neither. forced nor extra- 
vagant, with the addjtion of fome 
melody to pleafe the ear, fome de- 
fcription to flrike the fancy, and 
fome fentiment to aflecét the heart.” 
And in attaining this object of his 
mode!t wifhes he hath fully fuc- 
ceeded. 

The * Ode to Superflition, &c.”” 
is a bold and fpirited poem, in 
which the author hath collected fe- 
veral hifterica! facts, illuiirating the 
dominion and tyrarmny of that de- 
men, and pictured the evils which 
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fhe hath occafioned, in language. 


that is truly poctical and energetic, 
The {malier pieces, likewite, which 
accompany this Ode, are elerant 
and pleafing poems. 

Thomas’s ** Poetical Epittle to a 
Curate,” difcovers marks of veuius 
and cultivated taile ; and will dif. 
pofe the public te receive with con- 
fiderable prepoffetfions any of the 
future productions of his Mufe. 
His Apottrophe to Retirement, more 
efpecially, will. be found highly 
poctical, 

A new edition of Mr, Jerming- 
ham’s ‘* Poems,” haih been pub- 
lifhed this year, in which feveral 
new pieces have been introduced by 
him, written jn the fame. tender 
{train with moft of his other pro- 
ductions. 

Courtenay’s ** Poctical Review 
of the Literary and Moral Charac- 
ter of the late Dr. Johnfon,”’ is dif- 
tinguifhed by fome marks and traces 
of poctic fire; but on the whole, 
it is a heavy and uninterefting per- 
formance. To the merits of fohn- 
fon the author pays a proper re- 
{pect: and in his peculiarities and 
weaknefles we concluded that he 
would have found ample {cope for 
the exercife of his wit and pleafant- 
ry. But we mutt confefs ourfelves 
to have been greatly difappointed. 

From Peter Pindar’s prolitic Mufe 
we have received frequent enter- 
tainment during the prefent year. 
His ** Farewell Odes for the year 
1786,” are, as ufual, exceedingly 
fevere on the royal Academiciansy 
and contain feveral humorous fto- 
ries, and laughable defcriptions, 
In his * Poetical and Congratula- 
tory Epifile to James Bofwell, efq. 
on his Journal of a Tour to the 
Hebrides,” he is equally Narpecng 
of his lafhes on the journalift an 
his friend; and in his “ Bozzi and 
Piozzi, ex the Britifh Biographers, 
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a Town Eclogue,” his powers of 
ridicule have been called forth with 
uncommon fuccets. 

Among the other poetical pro- 
ductions of the year, fome of 
which would deferve to be dif- 
tinctly noticed, if our limits would 
admit of it, we find a fecond vo- 
lume of “ ‘The Afylum for Fugitive 
Pieces ;”” Chriftian’s * Progreis of 
War ;” **A Poetical Addefs to Ed- 
ward Gibbon, Efi. occafioned by 
his Hiltory of the Decline and 
Fall of the Roman Empire ;” 
¢¢ The ‘Triumph of Benevolence ;” 
Humphrey’s ** Poem on the Hap- 
pineis of America;”’ ** The Pro- 
grefs ot Fafhion ;” ** The Chi dren 
of Thefpis;” ‘* The Mirror ;” 
*s The Patriad ;”? ** The Vale of 
Innocence ;” ** An Epiftle from 
Johnfon’s Ghoft to his Four 
Friends ;” “ A Poetical Sketch of 
the Revolutions in our Planet ;” 
Bufby’s ** Age of Genius ;”’ Wal- 
ter’s ** Ode on the Immortality of 
the Soul ;”? Mr Weit’s ** Poems ;” 
and ‘¢ St. Peter’s Lodge,” 

Of the Dramatic Publications, 
we fhall, as ufual, content ourfelves 
with mentioning only the names, 
In Tragedy, Mr. Jodrell’s ** Per- 
fian Heroine,” * Phe Captives,” 
by Dr. Delap, and Mr. Boyce’s 
«© Harold,” are the only ones upon 
the lift. The Comedies have been 
move numerous: of thefe have 
appeared * I°ll tell you Whar,” 
by Mrs. Inchbald; ** The School 
for Grey Beards,” by Mrs. Cow- 
ley ; *¢ The Heirefs,” by General 
Burgoyne ; ** He would be a Sol- 
dier,” by Mr. Pilon, and * The 
Baronefs of Bruchifal,’”’ tranflated 
from the German of Mr. Letling, 
the Shakefpear of Germany. ‘The 
Comic Operas and Farces were, 
Mr Cobb’s ¢¢ Strangers at Home,” 
+6 The Peruvian,” Mrs, Inchbald’s 
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‘¢ Widow’s Vow,” and “ The 
Fool,” by Edward Topham, efq. 


Under the head of Mifcelluncoug 
Publications, we meet with but a 
few articles of which it may be 
expected that we fhould take fome 
notice, In this number is “ The 
Mifcellaneous Companion ; by 
William Matthews; in 3 vols.” 
The firft of thefe volumes contains 
a Sentimental Tour through a 
part of South Wales, intermixed 
with thoughts on education, aod 
thoughts on hunting, in which 
there appears much good fenfe and 
benevolence. The fecond volume 
confiis of thoughts, maxims, and 
diflertations on ufeful and grave 
fubjects, which, excepting when 
the author difcovers his peculiar 
tenets as a Quaker, will be accept- 
able and cditying to moft ferious 
readers. The third volume is com- 
pofed of fimilar papers, with the 
addition ef three dialogues in the 
world of {pirits; the firtt be:ween 
Theophilus, Zelotes, and Purga- 
tus; the fecond, between Hen 
the Eighth, and the dukes of So- 
merfet and Northumberland ; and 
the third between the apoitle Paul 
and a Proteftant Martyr. 

The * Lucubrations ; confifting 
of Eflays, Reveries, &c. in Prole 
and Veric, by the late Peter of 
Pomfret,’? we will venture to re 
commend, as containing feveral va- 
luable hints of initruction to readers 
of every clafs, and much t.nocent 
amufement. The poctical talents 
of the author do not, indeed, dif. 
play much fireneth or briliancy, 
but they are meritorioufly employ- 
ed in the fervice of virtue, and of 
religion. 

Mrs. Trimmer’s ‘* Fabulous Hif. 
tories, defigned tor the Inftru¢tion 
of Children, refpecting their Treat- 
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ment of Animals,” are admirably 
adapted to entertain and improve 
the minds of young children, and 
to excite in them a proper com- 
affion and tendernefs towards the 
aoe creation. Sincerely do we 
wifh, that the excellent principles 
and moral conclufions conveyed in 
this little work, could be communi- 
cated to readers of every age, and 
of every clafs in fociety. 

To the fame lady are we alfo in- 
debted for * Eafy Leffons for 
young Children,” defigned by her 
as a Supplement to her little Spell- 
ing Book for children, which ap- 
pear to have been judicioufly com- 
pofed by our excellent precep- 
trefs, 

** Pogorologia, or a Philofophi- 
cal and Hiftorical Effay on Beards,” 
tranilated from the French, con- 
tains a curious hiftory of ‘ the 
capillary honours of the chin,” 
and of the various fafhions to which 
they have been fubjected; in which 
many anccdotes are introduced, 
which cannot fail to entertain and 
divert the reader. 

The * Addrefs to the Clergy of 
every Denomination and Degree, 
&e.”’ is written on the model of 
Swift’s Advice to Servants, and 
contains much feverity of fatire, 
exprefled with no fmall fhare of hu- 
mour. In fome inftances, however, 
we highly difapprove of the appli- 
cation of our author’s powers of 
ridicule, as he defcends to obvious 
and illiberal perfonalities. 

Among the Novels and Roman- 
ces of the year, we muft place 
** The Works of the Chevalicr de 
Florian,” and ** Tales, Apologues, 
Anecdotes, &c.”’ feleéted from the 
works of different French writers. 
Both thefe publications have been 
defervedly eileemed, on account of 
the beautiful fimplicity and excel- 
kent moral tendency of the flories 


DOMESTIC LITERATURE. 


they contain, from which may be 
derived confiderable entertainment 
and inftruction. Of the Enelith 
Novels, ** The Recefs, or the Tale 
of other Times,” by Mifs Lee, 
‘Caroline of Litchfield,” and “ The 
Rambles of Fancy” by the author 
of the Hiftory of the Six Princefles 
of Babylon, have met with a very 
favourable reception from the pub- 
lic. Of the following we have 
only read the names. * ‘The Rech- 
fords ;” ** Rajah Khifna;” “* Edwin 
and Anna;”’ ** Theodofius and Ara- 
bella;” * Elfrida;” «* Emily Her- 
bert ;” “* HenryandAcatto;” “ The 
Convent;”’ ** The Tour of Valen- 
tine; ** Zoraida;” * The Hitlory 
of Charles Frankland ;” ** The Ca- 
cique of Ontario;” ‘ Arpafia ;” 
“ ‘The Innocent Rivals;” * The 
Kentifli Curate;”” ** The Minor ;” 
and * Olivia.” 

We fhall conclude our account 
of Domefltic Literature, with bring- 
ing into one fhort view, the publi- 
cations which have appeared re- 
fpecting the flave trade, and the 
fituation and treatment of the ne- 
groes in our Weft India planta- 
tions. 

And the firft that we fhall men- 
tion is Mr, Clarkfon’s * Effay on 
the Slavery and Commerce of the 
Human Species, particularly the 
African, tranflated from a Latyp 
Diflertation which was honotred 
with the firft Prize in the Univer- 
fity of Cambridge, for the Year 
1785; with Additions,”” ‘This in- 
genious performance is divided by 
the author into three parts, In the 
firft, he gives a concife and learned 
hiftory of flavery, ancient and mo- 
dern ; and defcribes, in animated 
and pathetic language, the cryelties 
and barbarities perpetrated at the 
inftigation of the Europeans, in 
order to collect a fufficient number 
of wretches to fupply their _ 
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kets. Inthe fecord part, the au- 
thor offers fatisfactory reafons to 

reve the iniquity and injuitice of 
Fach a commerce, from the natural 
rights of mankind, and the end and 
intention of government. In the 
third part of this Etfay, he gives an 
account of the fituation of the un- 
fortunate Africans from the mo- 
ment of their embarkation for the 
Weft Indies ; of their treatment on 
board the fhips; of the numbers 
that perifh in the voyage, and be- 
fore they are feafoned to their la- 
bour ; of the hardthips they under- 
go, and the exceffive feverity with 
which they are treated. Thefe ac- 
counts are fucceeded by a rational 
and manly confutation of the argu- 
ments brought by the purchafers of 
the negrocs, in vindication of their 
conduct. Having, on a former oc- 
cafion, delivered our free fentiments 
on the fubjeét which engages the 
attention of Mr. Clarkfon, we have 
only to exprefs our warm approba- 
tion of his fenfible and difpationate 
performance ; and to recommend 
the frequent perufal of it to thofe 
who are difpofed to offer any pleas 
in favour of the barbarous and 
wicked traffic of the human fpecies. 

The fame fubject hath again em- 
pen of Mr. Ramfay, 
who hath publifhed ** A Letter from 
Captain J.S. Smith, to Mr. Hill,” 
whioh confirms the account which 
that gentleman had formerly given 
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of the cruelties exercifed on the 
negroes, by the teftimony of an 
eyeewitnels. To this letter Mr. 
Ramfay hath added a farther vindi- 
cation of himfelf, from the attacks 
of his adverfaries, and fome inge- 
nious and judicious remarks on free 
negroes. 

r. Gordon Turnbull, the au- 
thor of ‘*An Apoiogy for Negro- 
Slavery, &c.” labours with much 
ingenuity, in endeavouring to prove, 
that the practice which he withes to 
palliate and defend, is founded in 
good policy, and is produttive of 
confiderable national benefits. But 
the principal part of his pamphlet 
is employed in vindicating the Wett 
India planters from the charges of 
inhumanity,which had been brought 
againft them, in the reprefentations 
of Mr. Ramfay and Mr. Clarkfon. 
Thefe, he contend, are founded 
on ignorance, or malice; and boldly 
appeals againft them to facts, and 
authentic teflimony. We fhould be 
happy if we had perfect conviction, 
that the gencral condition of the 
negroes were as eafy, and the uni- 
veri«l treatment of them as humane, 
as this apology would reprefent. 
But that conviction could not alter 
our ideas of the injuitice and im- 

iety of a practice, which, in its mot 
Sloe forms, we muft ever repro. 
bate and detcit, as men and as 
Britons, 
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ie giving our fhort and imperfect 

account of Foreign Literature, 
we have another opportunity of an- 
nouncing to the public, two of the 
literary produdtions of Catherine 
the Second, emprefs of the Ruflias. 
Of thefe the fubjeéts only have been 
tranfmitted to us, which are, “* The 
Nobility of the Ruffian Empire,” 
and ‘* The Citizens.” From thefe 
fubjeéts it is moft probable, that 
they are intended for a part of the 
materials for a Ruffian hiftory, which 
are collecting under the autpices of 
her imperial majefly. And from’ 
the lees: minute attention which 
this princefs pays to every circum- 
flance that can contribute tothe dif- 
fufion of knowledge among her fub- 
jects, we may expect to find confi- 
derable light thrown, by thefe dif- 
quifitions, on the political character 
and importance of thofe different 
claffes in her empire. The exam- 
ple of that princefs in turning her 
attention to objects of literature 
and fcience, hath been followed by 
feveral among her courtiers, and by 
fome of her own fex. The prin- 
cefs Dafehkaw, a lady of the bed- 
chamber, and adorned with the or- 
der of St. Catherine, hath entered 
fo warmly into the fpiric and views 
of her miftrefs, that fhe hath been 
appointed pringipal or directrefs of 
the Imperial Academy of Sciences 
at Peterfourgh. And it doth not 
-sppear, from the information we 
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have received, that fhe hath been 
preferred to this fituation as an ho. 
norary diflinction, or a compliment 
to the fex ot her royal patronefs, 
but as the juft reward of literary 
merit. This princefs devotes par- 
ticular attention, at prefent, to the 
production of a grand Etymological 
and Critical Di¢tionary of the Ruf- 
fian language, of which a part hath 
already been prefented to the world, 
Among other things, the hath late- 
ly gratified the Academy with * A 
Definition of Virtue,” which is 
fpoken of with the higheft applaufe, 
and is intended to form an article 
in their Literary Communications. 
Monf. Pallas, an eminent member 
of the Imperial Academy at Peterf- 
burgh, hath alfo announced, in 
“An Advertifement addrefied to 
the Public,” a vaft and arduous de- 
fign, conceived by the emprefs of 
Ruffia, and undertaken by her or- 
der; which is, the publication of 
an ** Univerfal and Comparative 
Gloffary of all Languages.” This 
grand plan, for facilitating the pro- 
grefs of fcience, is already begun, 
by enquiries into the numcroas lan- 
guages and idioms of the Ruffian 
empire.—Dr. Hedwig, hath alfo 
publifhed, at Peterfburgh, an adini- 
rable botanical treatife on the 
‘¢ Theory of the Generation and 


Frudtification of the Plants belong- 
ing to the Clafs Cryptogamia of 
Linnzus, entirely founde 
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Obfervation and Experiments of the 
Author.” It is impoffible for us to 
give a diftin& idea of the experi- 
ments related in this fcientific work. 
They appear, however, to have 
been performed by the author with 
the utmott patience, ingenuity, and 
fuccefs ; and from the refult of 
them, we may fafely predié, that 
he will derive great and lafting res 
putation. But it is to be withed, 
that, in his future publications, Dr. 
Hedwig will pay more attention to 
his ftyle, and endeavour to render 
it accurate and intelligible. 

In Sweden, Dr. Thunberg, the 
fuceeflor of Linneus, hath prepared 
us to expect from him a valuable 
publication on Japan and its inha- 
bitants, by a fpecimen which he 
hath given in his ** Speech, con- 
cerning the Japanefe, delivered be- 
fore the Royal Academy of Scien- 
ces, when he refigned the office of 
prefident. Our author enjoyed un- 
common advantages for obtaining 
information from his appointment 
to the firuation of phyfician to the 
Dutch factory in Japan, and the in- 
troduction which his profeflional 


{kill gave him to an intimate ac- 


quaintance with the natives. And 
how well thofe advantages were im- 
proved by him, the public have al- 
ready been enabled to determine, 
from his Flora Japenica, and other 
papers in the Swedith tranfactions. 
We recommend the prefent publi- 
cation, as containing the beft gene- 
ral account which we have feen of 
the difpofitions, manners, drefs, 
houfes, public buildings, agricul- 
culture, manufactures, chronology, 
literature, and religion of the Japa- 
nefe.—Dr. Faxe, phyfician to the 
admiraltv of Carlfcroon, hath an- 
nounced tothe Academy of Sciences 
at Stockholm, an invention of what 
he calls * Stone-pafteboard.” The 
purpofes to which this invention 


may be advantageoufly applied are, 
to cover houles, as it is light and 
folid, and not liable to be affeéted 
by the air; to line them within 
and without, in order to preferve 
them from fire and moitture; for 
ornaments, fince this paper may be 
catt into figures; to preferve pow- 
der in arfenals, and on fhip-board ; 
to line the thips, and wooden piers 
in harbours, to preferve them from 
worms; and to line the thoes of 
foldiers, who are obliged to march 
in rain, From the report of the 
commiffioners, who were appointed 
toexamine the properties of this fub- 
ftance, it appears, that Dr. Faxe's 
difcovery, is deferving of every me- 
rit which he claime for it; and that 
it is applicable to a variety of ime 
portant ufes, befides thofe which 
bave been already mentioned, —Mr. 
Skeele hath likewife diftinguithed 
himfelf by curious ** Experiments 
on the Earth of Rhubarb,” and his 
accurate analytes of other vegetable 
fubflances. 

Of the few literary produétions 
which have appeared in Denmark, 
the moft important which we have 
to announce is, Mr. Thorkelin’s 
‘* Diplomatarium Arna - Magneea- 
num, &c.” or a collection of char 
ters, and other writs, felarin 
to Denmark, Norway, and Iceland, 
from the valuable legacy of Arnas 
Magnceus to the univerfity of Coe 
sets. Of this grand and ex- 
jenfive work, two vlumes are al+ 
ready publifhed, which contain the 
Danifh and Norwegian Charters, 
from 1085, to 1299, with plates of 
feals, and chronological tables of 
the writings. It is impoffible to be- 
{tow too much praife on Mr. Thor- 
kelin, forthe great indultry and ac- 
curacy with which he hath edired, 
thefe volumes, which muft prove of 
foch vaft utility in ilaflrating the 
Hittory uf the Danith dominions 
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And we are happy to learn, from 
fome of our public prints, that the 


fame indefatigable anti coe in- 
tends to publith, in the Iilandic ori- 


ginal, with a literal Englifh verfion, 
an Hiftory of the Kingdom of Nor- 
thumberland, from the eighth cen- 
tury to the tenth, when it was fi- 
nally fubjeéted to the Englith crown} 
a period, of which our beit accounts 
are exceedingly confuled and pérplex- 
ed.—Mr. Langebek hath alfo pub- 
lifhed ‘* A Colleétion of the Writers 
of Danifh Hiftory, who lived in the 
Middle Ages; one part of which is 
now publithed for the firft time, and 
the other re-publifhed more correct- 
ly, and enriched with Notes.” 
This collection, which is principal- 
ly written in Latin, contains the 
productions of national and foreign 
writers, relative to the kingdoms 
of Denmark and Norway, their 
chronicles and hiftory, their mo- 
narchs, illuftrious men, and to 

graphy.—From Mr. Johnftone, 
chaplain to his Britannic majefty’s 
envoy at the Court of Denmark, 
we have been favoured with “* The 
Norwegian Account of Haco’s Ex- 
pedition ayainft Scotland, A. D. 
1263, now firft publifhed in the ori. 
ginal Iflandic, from the Flateyan 
and Frifian M.S.S, with a literal 
Englifa Verfion and Notes.” To 
the fame Gentleman we are indebt- 
ed for the “ Antiquitates Celto- 
Normannice,” abridged by Cam- 
den, and now firft publifhed com- 
plete, from the original M, S. in 
the Britifh Mufeum;” and ** An- 
tiquitates Celto-Scandice ;”’ all of 
which works have been printed at 
Copenhagen. Thefe performances 
have been compiled by the author 
from original records, and various 
hifterical writers of credit, and will 
be an acceptable prefent to the hif- 
torian and antiquary, as they tend 
to throw confiderable light on fome 
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of the darkeft periods in the hiftorp 
of Britain, and preferve curious {pe- 
cimens of the Poetry and Language 
of Northern Europe, about the 
tenth and twelfth centuries.—Ac 
Kiel, M. Ehiers, profefior of law, 
hath publifhed ** Advice to good 
Princes, to thofe who are charged 
with the Edue.tion of Princes, and 
to the Friends of the People.” The 
Advice is contained in five Differ. 
tations. The firft is on the curious 
queftion, How far it is advifeable 
to carry the inftrudtion of the peo- 
ple, and in what refpects their being 
well informed is ufeful and expe- 
dient ? The remaining differtations 
are on the difadvantages which may 
arife to any ftate, from inconfiderate 
regulations with refpect to tolera- 
tion; On the methods moft proper 
to prevent the introduction of fuch 
religious opinions, as may be per- 
nicious to the well-being of a ftate ; 
and on the principles and maxims 
that ought to determine the degrees 
of toleration, that may be granted 
to focieties, diftinguifhed by the de- 
nomination of Religious Orders. — 
The fubjects of thefe differtations 
are difcuffed by our learned and ine 
genious author with great ability 
and fhrewdne(fs ; but we cannot fub- 
{cribe to his doctrine refpecting the 
expediency of infittingon Confeifions * 
of faith, to be adopted by perfons 
of all communions who fettle in any 
country ; and the limits which he 
prefcribes to toleration, are incon- 
fiftent with our ideas of natural li- 
berty. 

Inthe United Provinces, Teylet’s 
Theological Society at Haarlem,have 
publifhed the fourth and fifth volumes 
of ** Prize Differtations relative to 
natural and. revealed Religion.” 
The fubje& of the differtations ia 
the fourth vol. is this: What were 
the opinions of the ancient philofo- 
phers, from Thales and Pythagoras 
to 
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to Seneca, concerning the Life and 
the State of the Soul after the Death 
ot the Body? The firft prize was 
decreed to Dr. Wyttenbach. Profef- 
fer of Greek, Belles Lettres, and 
Belgic Hittory, in the academi- 
cal ichool of Amflerdam. And the 
knowledge and abilities difcevered 
in his very fenlible and ingenious 
performance, fully jultified thofe ap- 
pointed co decide on the merits of the 
re{pective pieces, in adjudging thatre- 
ward of exccllence tothe worthy pro- 
fetlor. Nor are the other diiferta- 
tions in this volume deflitute of con- 
fiderable merit. ‘They difcover a 
great acquaintance with ancient li- 
terature, and coatain many excel- 
lent obfervations, which juilly en- 
title the authors of them to the ho- 
nours which they have received. 
The firit of thefe is written by M. 
Jeronymo de Bofch, fir clerk to 
the fecretaries of Amfterdam; the 
laft by an anonymous author.—The 
fubject diicuffed in the fitth volume 
is, an Enquiry into the State of 
Chriftendom; particularly in the 
Eaftern Church about the time of 
Mahomet; and whether this did 
not greatly contribute to the rapid 
propagation of his religion, On 
this iubject four diflercations are 
ublifhed. The firft by Mr. Michael 
ap Szathmari, proteffor of divinity 
and ecclefiattical hiftory, in the pro- 
teftant college at Claufenburg in 
Tranfylvania, is not diitinguithed 
by any firiking evidences of judg- 
ment or liberality, The fecond 
differtation, which we think potfe!- 
fes fuperior merit to the firtt, 1s 
the production of the fenfible and 
well-informed M. Jeronymo de 
Bofch ; who would ftand ftiil higher 
in the eftimation of literary men, 1 
he were more attentive to order and 
precifion in his compolitions. The 
third differtation is by the Rev. 
M. P. A. C. Hugenholsz, mingiler 
o 
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at Yflelitein, which, though fhort, is 
fenfible and well written, and contains 
juft and liberal views of the fubjee, 
Thelatt differtations by Ms Valentine 
Slothouwer, head matter of the 
grammar fchool at Lecuwaarden, is 
a clear, methodical, and mafterly 
performance, which thews the ave 
thor to be poflefied of much hiftorical 
information, und an intimate ac 
quaintance with the human heart. — 
The fecond and third volumes of 
*¢ Tranfactions of a Phyfical and Mee 
dical Society at the Hague,” are each 
of them divided into two parts, the 
former containing meteorogical, and 
the other medical obfervations made 
in Various parts of the United Pros 
vinces. In the firft part alfo, we 
meet with fome curious remarks cone 
cerning the influence of the moon 
on the weather, aad repeated trials 
ot the prognoftics of Mr. Sennebier, 
and profetfor ‘Toaldo, which have 
gencrally proved favourable to them. 
The Medical Obfervations contain- 
ing accounts, by different phylicians 
and furgeons, of the difeafes which 
occurred in different cites and dif- 
tricts during the years 1780 and 
1781, many of which are drawn up 
with great judgment aod perfpicuity, 
and will be found particularly ufetul 
to practitioners who live in low and 
marthy fituations. 

** Politiones Phyfice, or a Syl- 
labus of a Courfe ot Leétures in 
Natural Philofophy, by J. H. Van 
Swinden, Proteflor of Philofophy, 
Mathematics, and Aftronomy in the 
Academical School, Amiterdam, vol. 
I,”’ is a laborious and ufeful work, 
in which each branch in the fcience 
of nitural philofophy is explained 
with fufficient minurtenefs, and the 
late difcoveries are regularly in- 
ferted, fo as to render it, as tar as 
the author hath gone, a complete 
fyitem of phyfics. To this work 
are prefixed two Inwodudtions 4 the 
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one mathematical, containing a fe- 
lection of theorems with which the 
Mudent ought to be well acquainted ; 
and the other pore sag relating 
tothe ftudy of phyfics in general, 
the objects and extent of, this icience, 
and the methods and rules of philo- 
fophizing. 

Dr. Martinus Van Marum hath 
publithed at Haarlem, *¢ A Continu- 
ation of Experiments performed with 
the Eleétrical Machine in ‘Tyler's 
Mufeum.”? The defign of feveral of 
thefe experiments is to prove, that 
the fuppofed analogy between the e- 
Jeétrical tluid and fire, is founded only 
in hypothefis, and not fupported by 
accurate obfervation. In making 
theie experiments feveral curious 

henomena prefented themi{clves, 
_—" to the theory of Mr. 
Lavoilicr, refpedting the calcination 
of metals, which were particularly 
examined by the Dr, and confirmed 
him in bis attachment to the opi- 
nion of that philofopher. ‘lhefe 
experiments were follewed by feve- 
sal others made on different kinds of 
air ; and on balloons filled with in- 
flammable air, by which he hath 
iluitrated fome phenomena oblerv- 
ed in thunder florms; fuch as a 
fudden elevation of the clouds, and 
the violent fhowers of rain and hail 
which often accompany them. This 
work is rendered exceedingly in- 
terching to the electrician, by the 
largeneis of the feale on which the 
experiments have been made, and 
by the well-known abilities and ac- 
curacy of Dr. Van Marum.—At 
Amiflerdam, propofals have been 
— ** for publifhing a Dutch 

syclopeedia, or Dictionary of Arts 
and Sciences, by a Society of learn- 
ed Mon.’” This work, in the ex- 
ecution of which the abilities of {¢- 
veral of the moft eminent literary 
characters in the Seven Provinces are 


to be combined, is to be pubiifhed 
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by fubfcription, and is intended to 
confilt of forty quarto volumes of 
letter prefs, accompanied by feveral 
volumes of engravinys. 

With refpeét to German Litera. 
ture, our account of it will nor be 
found fo various and interefting us 
on fome former occafions, fince the 
lift of books which have come 
within our knowledge is, compara- 
tively, but fmall, and particularl 
defective in theological, biblical, 
and critical produétions.—An ano. 
nymous author, at Breflaw, hath 
publifhed a work ** On the Nature 
and Progrefs of Science, of Writing, 
and of Sacred Language among the 
firft Inhabitants of the World; or 
an Explanation of the Fables and 
obfcure Traditions concerning A- 
dam, Seth, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, 
Jofeph, and Mofes, detigned to il- 
luitrate feveral important Symbols, 
and myfterious Dottrines both of 
ancient and modern Times.”” This 
work is rather to be admired for the 
great labour and induftry which it 
difplays than for its utility; for 
the author’s ingenuity in the adapt- 
ation of his fymbolical reprefenta- 
tions, than for the fatisfaAtion which 
he uftords his readers refpecting the 
origin of the fabulous hiflories which 
he undertakes to explain. The 
philologift, however, will be grati- 
fied in perufing his critical obferva- 
tions on the ecabaliftic fables. Van 
Bergen’s ** Critical Obfervations 
and Emendations of Ovid, Lucan, 
Phedrus, ‘erence, Cicero, Cor, 
Nepos, and Q, Curtius,” con- 
vince us that the author isa learned 
and ingenious commentator; and 
that, in many inftances, his propof- 
ed alterations will be ufeful to our 
attaining a more perfect acquaint- 
ance with the {pirit and meaning of 
the original. But they are fome- 
times too finciful, and inconfiflent 
with the rules of found criticifm.— 
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For Vriefeman’s edition of “ The 
Geography ot Rutus Feftus Avi. 
enus, with the Notes of various 
Commentators,”” we can fee no 
good reafon, as its value is fuperfeded 
by more perfect and accurate moe 
dern performances. —lroteflor Dit- 
mar’s ** Obfervations on the Coun-: 
try of the Chaldeans,” publifhed at 
Berlin, compofe a curious and in- 
terefting teatife, which deferves 
to be reccommended to the attention 
ot our readers, And when we cone 
fider that it is only a fpecimen of a 
larger work relating to the geogra. 
phy of ancient Atia, we are led, 
trom the manner in which it is exes 
cuted, to torm verv high expecta. 
tions of the information and pleafure 
which we fhall receive from the 
completion of our author's labours. 
—AtStendil, M. Gerken hath pubs 
lithed an ufeful geographical work, 
called * Voyages in Suabia, Bavas 
ria, Switzerland, Franconia, and 
the Provinces of the Rhine and 
Mofeile, Part fecond.”” This ing 
telligent author hath paid particular 
attention in correcting mittakes 
which have been committed by 
fome of the beit German writers; 
and as the countries which he de- 
fcribes, are fo impertectly known, a 
tranflation of his work into our own 
language, would prove a valuable 
addition to our flock of geographi- 
cal knowledye.—M. de Baezko’s 
‘¢ Manual of the Hillory and Geo- 
graphy of Pruffia,”’ is deferving of 
public patronage, not only from its 
excellence and accuraey, but trom 
the peculiar fituation of the author, 
who hath been a cripple trom his 
birth, and, who at the age of twenty- 
one became totally blind ; but whofe 
extraordinary merits under thele 
difcouraging cireDmitances, have 
rendered him a worthy object of the 
fupport and countenance of the 
literary world..—-At Gottingen, 
17306. 
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profeflor Kaeftner hath publithed 
** Commenturies on the tics of 


Boerhaave and Haller.” ‘The in- 
tention of the profeffor is, to cone 
teft a paflave in one of Boerhaave’s 
works, in which he fays, that in 
fixing the eye on any objedt, we 
perceive only a very {mall phyfical 
point, directly in the axis; Lae 
other points are only feen when we 
change the direction of the eye, 
His obfervations on Haller are cons 
fined to the explanation of an intri- 
cate paflage in bis phyfiology, where 
he {peaks of concave glafles u/ed by 
nearefighted perfons. Inthefe Com- 
mentaries he resfons on juft mathe 
matical principles, and deferves the 
attention of the cdilciples of thofe 
iliudlrious matiers.—'The New 
Memoirs of the Royal Academy of 
Sciences and Belles Lettves ot ber- 
lin, for the Year 1783,” include, 
as ufual, the hiflory ot the acades 
my for that year, in which we meet 
with curious extraéts from the cor- 
reipondence of feveral learned men, 
on the fubjeéis of aftronomy, me- 
toorology, and medicine, ‘The me- 
moirs themfelves relate to experi- 
mental philofophy, mathematics, 
{peculative philofophy, and belles 
lettres. Under the head of expe- 
rimental philofophy, the moft vas 
luable memoirs are thofe of Mr, 
Achard, in one of which he gives 
an account of a feries of laborious 
experiments confirming his objec. 
tions to the hypothefis of Mr. 
Cavendifh, concerning the compo. 
{ition of water, which hath been 
fupported by M. Lavoifier, An en- 
quiry, by M, Corbenius, into # The 
Nature and Qualities of the Red 
Quinquina,” the fuperior virtuce of 
which he zealoufly maintains; and 
a long and interetting treatife, by 
M. Gerhard, on ** A New Manner 
of manufacturing Glafs.”’ Of the 
mathematical papers, thofe by “ 
c 
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de Ja Grange are the moft confider- 
able and important. Under the head 
of Speculative Philofophy, we meet 
with but few papers, and thofe not 
very interefting. But the depart- 
ment afligned to belles lettres 1s 
peculiarly epriched, by the baron 
de Hertzberg’s obfervations ** On 
the Population of States in general, 
and that of the Pruthan Dominions 
in particular,” of which we have 
given an account in our Hittory of 
Domeftic Literature; by an enter- 
taining and inftructive piece of bio- 
graphy ¢* Concerning I. A. de 
Thou, by M. Wegnelin;” and by 
a learned and ingenious Memoir 
** On the Caufes of the Divertitv of 
Lancuages, by the abbé Denina.”— 
Dr. Walter’s well known {kill in 
anatomy and phyfiology, render it 
proper that we fhould mention, in 
this place, his ** Annotationes Aca- 
demice,” publithed at Berlin, which 
deferve the thanks of his medical 
readers, on account of the la- 
bour and ingenuity which he hath 
diiplayed in his Treatife on the 
Uterine Polypi, and the Liver and 
Gall-bladder.—The volume on the 
Elements of Chemittry, confidered 
in its Relation and Application 
to the ufeful Arts, by M. G. Ad, 
Suckow, Leipzig,” isa commend- 
able attempt to render the fciences 
applicable to the ufesvand wants of 
lite, by enabling artilts and tradef- 
men to conduct their operations 
upon feiennfic and folid  princi- 
ples—At Leipzig alfo have been 
publiihed feveral numbers of a pe- 
riodical work, called ** Chemical 
Annals, dedicated to the Lovers of 
Natural Hitlory, Medicine, Dome- 
fiic Hconomy, Manufactures, &c.” 
under the direction of Dr. Crell, 
which is a very refpectable publica- 
tion, and promifes to contribute 
largely to the improvement and 
diflufion of chemical knowledge.— 
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Mr. Cramer, profeffor of mathe. 
matics in the ducal college of Hil- 
defheim, hath publithed, at Bremen, 
** A Treaife concerning the Origin 
of the Aurora Borcalis, or north. 
ern Lights;” the caufe of which 
he confiders to be phlogition, col- 
lected about the pole; an hypo- 
thelis which he fupports with muci 
plaufibility.—Fr. M. H. de Trebra 
hath likewife publithed, at Deffau 
and Leipzig, a pleafing and ingeni- 
ous work, called ** Obfervations on 
the interior and exterior Stru@ure of 
Mountatns,”? which contains a va. 
riety of excellent remarks op this 
branch of natural hiftory, illuftrat- 
ed by feveral beautiful and cottiy 
plates.——We fhall conclude our are 
ticle of German literature, by an- 
neuncing to the adepts in anaromical 
ftwcies, ** The of Nature 
yevealed, with retpect to the Work 
of Generation, and the Method of 
accoinpliking the Defre of the 
Parents with refpeét to the Sex of 
their offspring,’? by M. Joho Chrif- 
tian Hencke, organilt of the church 
ot Hildetceim ;”’ which is a fctentitic 
performance, fupported by the liter- 
ati of Germany, and abounding in 
curious, if not in well eitablithed 
obiervations,. 

In Switzerland, Natural Hiitory 
hath received confiderable improve- 
ments trom Dr. Girtanner’s ** Od- 
fervauons on the Mounrains of 
Switzerland;”? which include many 
ingenious remarks on the Tourma- 
hing which he found there in great 
perfection; on the draba pyreniaca 
ot Linnzus, which the oblervant 
Haller was unacequatated with, a3 
the product of the Swifs moun- 
tains; and on the marmotte or mus 
alpinus, and the bouquetin of Buf- 
fon.— I. Bourrit hath, hkewile, 
publifhed at Geneva, a third volume 
of his ** New Defcription of the 
Glaciers or Ice Mountains and Val- 
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lies of Savoy, &c.” Ia this volume 
the author gives a mott magnificent 
view of thele tremendous moun- 
tains, which he defcribes with phi- 
lofaphical accuracy and precilion; 
while che various fituations in which 
he appears in. his dangerous and fa- 
tiguing excurlions, render his pub- 
lication peculiarly interefling, To 
thele defcriptions he hath added an 
account of a road recently difeovered 
by which future naturalifls may a(- 
cend the mountains with greater eale 
and fafety.——* The Literary Hil- 
tory of Geneva, by the Rev. M. 
Jobn Sevnebier, in three volumes,” 
is a publication that will be veiy 
acceptable and entertaining to the 
fcholar, and to the phi lofopher. 
The whole work is divided into 
four books. In the firft, the author 
carrics down the literary hiftory of 
Geneva from its origin, which he 
dates about the middle of the fourth 
century, to the conclufion of the 
fixteenth, In the fecond, he b eg & 
it down from that period ao, the 
Reformation; an ara, dittinguithed 
by a vaft number of learned, and 
eminent men, by ufeful ilgoyeries, 
and great imps ‘ovements in general 
knowledge. The third book is 
chiefly employed on an hitto ic i 
portrait ot Jobo Calving whole vir 
tues and faults are ft. arly and ¢quit- 
ably appreciated; and on inteypell- 
ing particulars reipecting Beaa, the 
Stephens’, and other eminent men, 
‘The fourth book gives an account 
of many learned men fill ali @,, or 
lately deceafed, whofe character and 
writings do honour to Tentee! 
With this admirable work are con- 
nected two clays, one ‘ On the 
Utility which K Uy Inhabitants of a 
Count: y may derive trom the Know- 
ledyve of its Liter ary Hittory ; ”* the 
other *¢ On the lifiuence of Letters 
on Re hig 100 hy Commerce, Aris, and 
Manners, elpecially an Genevay”’ 


which do great credit to the judg- 
ment and tafte of the learned author, 
and are deferving of the atten- 
tion of men of letters in every 
Country. 

It is with great ple afure that we 
are able to announce, in the begins 
ning of our ca: alogye of Italian Li- 
terature, a fecond volume of M. 
Kofli’s “* Various Readings of the 
Old Tefiament, drawn trom a great 

number of .M.S.S,. and Verlions, 

&e,” » and our hopes ol fecing this 
important work foon brought ta a 
conclufion. This volume contains 
the Books of Numbers, Deuteronos 
my, Jofhua, Judges, Samuel, and 
Kings. — Biblical learning in this 
country hath allo derived confider- 
able acquilitions from a laborious 
‘* Commentary on the unpublifhed 
Greek Commentaries of Gazeus, on 
the Heptateuch and Canticles, by 
J. Chnift. Gottheb Ernefli ;” and 
from ** Dahler’s Animadvertions on 
the Proverbs of Solomon, from tke 
tenth to the twenty-fourth chap- 
ter, - according to the Greek Vere 
fion, lately publithed at Venice. 
Nor ought we to onyt mentioning 
iy. this ” places the.‘ Fafciculi of 
Frag ments, from the Remains of the 
kK gyptian Books in the Colle@ion 
of Signior Nani,’ . many of which 
contain curious fpecimens of the 
Thebaic and Saidic languages, from 
which may be denved many conti- 
dcrab! c advantag es Th the fhudy of 
facred philole gy. The Picafures of 
the learned ‘Lufcans, of which we 
took notice on a former occafion, 
fuggetted to F, Fontani, keeper of 
the Riccardi Library, the delign of 
forming ** A New Col leetic n of the 
Pleafures of the Learned,”’ confilte 
ing of anecdotes and treatifes, drawn 
from the treafures of antiquity, to 
be elucidated by notcs, and a come 
mentary. The firft article contains 
a Differtation on Photius the Patrie 
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arch of Conftantinople, about the 
end of the ninth century, and his 
writings; in which feveral quettions 
on ecclefiattical fubjects are difcuf- 
fed. ‘This is followed by four E- 
pittles of Michacl Glicas, a Silictan 
annalift, who probably flourifhed 
in the thirteenth century.—In Na- 
tural Philofophy, the following work 
is much applauded, and ftrongly re- 
commenesed by good judges : ** Ge- 
neral and particular Views of Natu- 
ral Philofophy, in feveral Eflays, by 
Father Carlo Barletti, Profeffor of 
Natural Philofophy ar Padua, in 
four volumes.”” ‘The firft of thefe 
volumes contains an Analytical Et- 
fay on Heat; the fecond, the Prin- 
ciples of Meteorology ; the third, 
the Princtples of Acrology and Op- 
tics; the fourth, preliminary Dif- 
courfes on general -Phyfics: and 
cwo Lectures on the tame fubject, 
which is to be continued in future 
volumes.—F. Scipio Brieflui’s ** Mi- 
ncralogical Obfervations, &c.”” con- 
tain an accurate vecount of the foflils, 
minerals, and other natural curioti- 
ties, in thofe of the Pope’s territo- 
ries, which lie between the Appe- 
nines and the Mediterranean. This 
beautiful part ot Italy has been ex- 
plored by our learned author, with 
a currous and philofophicaleye; who 
concludes, trom the number of vol- 
came productions found in every 
part of it, irom the ftructure, fitua- 
tion, and lirsta of the hills and siting 
grounds, that the whole was for- 
merly covered by the fea, and cle- 
oahed above it by the efforts of fub- 
marine voleanose—The * Philofu- 
phical Thefes concerning the Na- 
ture of Fire, by Count Charles 
Refla, Patrician of Milan,” derive 
their principal merit, from the au- 
thor’s judicious arrangement of ma- 
terials for a complete Treatife on 
that Element, in his reafonings on 
the experiments which have been 
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made by Prictiley, Blick, Craw- 
ford, Bergman, &c.—The abbé 
Fontana in ** A Letter to the Che- 
valier de Lorgna,”’ gives an account 
of feveral experiments which he had 
made, with the utmoft care and ac. 
curacy, relative to the decompoti- 
tion of water. The refult of them 
has been a conviction, that Mr. 
Cavendifh and Mr. Lavoeilier, have 
been miftaken in their conclutions ; 
that the water in pafling through 
heated iron tubes, does not undergo 
any decompofition ; and that the 
addition of weight gained by the 
tubes, arifes from the water loft in 
the experiment, which has entered 
into the fubftance of the tron, and 
Not, as was fuppofed, from dephlo- 
gifticated air. ‘This queftion re- 
mains yct undecided ; and fince the 
accuracy of Mr. Cavendifh’s expe- 
riments, and his reafonings from 
them have been difputed, a num- 
ber of combatants have entercd the 
field, among whom we find the re- 
fpeftable names ot Mefirs. Giorgi 
and Ciogni of Florence, M. de 1g 
Metherie, MJ. Adet, M. Meunier, 
and M. Berthollet.—-The abbeé For- 
tis, hath publifhed at Vicenza, * A 
Memoir concerning the Bones ot 
Elephants and other Natural Curio- 
fities found in the Mountains of 
Verona,” which will be an accept- 
able and entertaining paper to 
the foffiologift—Tie ** Phy fiolo- 
gical Juetters’? of Dr, Rofa, Prefi- 
dent ot the College of Phyficians at 
Modena, afford us additional tefti- 
mony cf the application and abili- 
ties of that learned character. They 
contain accurate accounts of feveral 
of his experiments, and the refults 
of his attentive obfervations, which 
tend to throw confiderable light on 
that ufeful fcience.—Profeflor Maf- 
cagni of Sienna, hath publifhed 
A Profpectus of a Work of Lym- 
phatics, illuitrated by three pla'es,”’ 

which 


ere er 7g POPE hy 





“STRIATE eae 





TEN CEE ARE EY, 








Pee yu 
a 





> eg RRO” 4 





FOREIGN LITERATURE, 


which is evidently the produation of 
an intelligent and induiirious ana- 
romilt, The prefent fpecimen there- 
fore, will, we hope, be favourably 
received by the profeifion, that the 
author may be encouraged to lay be- 
fore them the remaining fruits of his 
attentive ftudies.—At Rome, M, 
Fulgoni hath fuggetted ** A new 
method of Treating certain Difor- 
orders under Chirurgical Infpection, 
in tour I\ffertations.”” The firft of 
thefe Differtations treats of aneu- 
rifins in the lower extremities ; the 
fecond, of the fracture of the col- 
larebone; the third, of the fracture 
ot the kncee-pan ; the fourth, of the 
ufe of camphor in the cure of ex- 
sernal wounds. To thefe Diflerta- 
tions, are prefixed feveral juit criti- 
cal reflections on chirurgical prac- 
tice, and hiftorical accounts of {e- 
veral learned practitioners. We re- 
jwice to find learned men in all 
countries, breaking loofe from the 
flrackles of authority and long con- 
fined practice, and zealoutly con- 
tributing eheir labours towards a 
rational and philofophical improve- 
ment of this neceffury art.—Dr. 
Baldini’s ** Obfervations on the Me- 
dical Ufes of the Lizard,” preferibe 
an extraordinary and difgutting re- 
iedy for obitinate cancerous, vene- 
real, and fcorbutic complaints ; the 
eating of lizards, from which the 
head and tail have been cut off, and 
the entrails taken out, rawand warm. 
Without declaring an implicit faith 
in the efiects of fuch a remedy, we 
think, that the ferious manner in 
which it is recommended by the 
Neapolitan and Spanifh phyficians, 
and the effect of their reports on the 
Royal Society of Medicine at Paris, 
will not juftity us in declaring our- 
felves quite incredulous; and that 
they will warrant profeffional men 
in giving it a fair trial—* The 
Hiftorical and Critical Treatife con- 
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cerning the Epidemical Diforder a+ 
mong the Horned Cartle, in the 
year 1784,” by Dr. M. Zeno Bu- 
ongiovanni of Verona, contains an 
account of feveral experiments made 
by him and other phyficians, to 
difpel the alarming apprchenfions 
which had been entertained, ree 
{pecting the dangerous confequences 
that might arife from flaughtering 
cattle for tood, which bad caught 
the contagion. ‘Thefe experiments 
are related with order and perfpi- 
cuity ; and fatisfactorily prove, that 
no fatal effects can potlibly follow 
from receiving into the ftomach, 
the moit infected fluids of fuch anj- 
mals.—** The Eulogy of the celes 
brated Abbe Frizi, deliveted at 4 
public meeting of the Arcadian A- 
cademy, by F. Jacquier,” is a juit 
and impartial tribute of refpect to 
the memory of one of the moft emi- 
nent mathematicians of the prefent 
age. His vaft genius and extenfive 
knowledge are fairly appreciated, 


and the panegyric on his merit is, 


drawn with the warmth of genuine 
friendhhip ; while his failings are 
cenfured with proper and becoming. 
freedom. To this learned and 
pleafing piece of biography, is 
added an account of the Manfredis 
and other eminent Italian mathe- 
maticians, who were connected with 
the fubje& of this culorgy.—The 
object of Dr. M. Theodore Kiriatti, 
in his * Hifforical Memoir con- 
cerning Cerignola,” is to prove, 
that itis the Gerionum of the an- 
cients, which was founded by the 
Aufonians; and to point out the 
prefent flate of Apulia, with refpect 
to population, agriculture, com- 
merce, induftry, towns, and public 
buildinys, compared with the flourifhs 
ing ftate in which it was when 
Hannibal made hinvfelt matter of it. 
This part of his work will be in- 
terefling to the hittosian and the 
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antiquary; as well as his account 
of the natural hiftory_of the coun- 
try, and the experiments which he 
made to explode the abfurd fabie re- 
{petting the venom of the tarantu- 
la—The Treastife by Count J. B. 
Gherard D’Archo, ** Concerning 
the Country in which the Arts of 
Defign and Painting were firit cul- 
tivated,” is a learned and elegant 
work, which will be equally in- 
ftructive and entertaining to the an- 
tiquary and to the artiil. The grand 
objeé&t of ovr author 1s, to maintain, 
in oppofition to ancient tradition, 
and the opinions of moft learned 
moderns who have written on the 
fubject, that the fine arts took their 
rife in Italy, among the Hetrurians ; 
who tranfplanted them into Greece, 
and affifled them in their progretflive 
improvemenis in that country. In 
purfuing this object through his 
firft two chapters, the count dil- 
covers a vaft profufion of real and 
extenfive learning ; and a {kill and 
dexterity in repelling the attacks of 
his adverfarics, and in turning their 
own arms againit them, that feem 
so promife him a complete victory. 
In the third chapter, he difplays a 
fund of geographical and topogra- 
phical knowledge, in proving, that 
the feat of the fine arts in Tialy, in 
the remotelt times, was the chy of 
Mantua, He mutt be an ingenious 
writer indeed, who fhall be able to 
overthrow the hypothefis of our 
earned author, or to explain away 
the ftubborn facts by which he con- 
firms it. —M. J. M. Aftori’s ** Me- 
moir, concerning encauitic paint- 
ing with Wax,” is an ingenious en- 
deavour to recover the method of 
the ancients, in which he hath in- 
proved on the attempts of former 
Virtuofos, particularly, in having 
been able to revive sheir arts of 
preferving their colours thickened 
With wax, in a conflant Rate of 


FOREIGN LITERATURE, 


fluidity. —The ** Differtation onthe 
ufeful Sciences, and thofe that have 
Only Pleafure for their object, con- 
fideved in their relation to the Hap- 
pinels of Man,” printed at Venice, 
is a fenfible and ingenious pamph- 
let, Which deicives recommendation, 
on account of the jutt reafonings 
and ufeful moral obiervations wica 
which it abounds.—Of the Lralian 
** Tranflations of the Iliad of Ho- 
mer,” by the abbé Ceiarouj of 


Padua, that which is in profe, is a. 


literal tranilation ; the other, which 
is poctical, is made with a freedom 
fully equal to that of our favourite 
Englifh tranflator, Tothefe tianf- 
lations there is prefixed a prelimi- 
nary difcourfe on the life and 
writings of Homer. But the prin- 
cipal value of the work before us 
arifes, from the immenfe treafure 
which it contains of hiftovical, cri- 
tical, and graminatical learning, 
collected from the beft ancient and 
modern critics and philologifis, and 
deligned to illuftrate a variety of 
fubjects relive to the Thad. Ac 
the end of the volume, Mr. Cefa- 
rotei has prefented his readers with 
the moit confiderable various read- 
ings of the Greek fcoliaits, which 
are in the library of St. Mark, at 
Venice. —The tranflation of ** The 
Poems of Offian,” by the fame gen- 
tleman, hath been received with 
high applaule by his countrymen, 
and rencers many of the mot beau- 
tiful paflages in that curious work, 
with great felicity of fpirit and ex- 
pretlion. To this work there is very 
properly prefixed a general account 
of the Celie mythology. 

In turning our attention to the 
literature of France, we have met 
with no publications of any confee 
quence in biblical and critical learn- 
lng. The firft work in order, that 


claims our notice is, ** A Defence 
ol Religion, agaiatt the Attacks on 
miodera 
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modern Infidelity ; containing a 
Summary of Sacred Hittory, and 
fome Preliminary Reflections, re- 
lative to the Dehgn of this Work.” 
Of this valuable and ufeful per- 
formance, we cannot but fpeak in 
the higheft terms of commendation, 
on account of the folid conclutive 
reafoning, the extenfive learniay, 
and the fpirit of genuine modera- 
tion by which it is diftinguifhed.— 
And we are happy to obferve, that 
the friends of truth and piety among 
our neighbours, are rouzed to emus 
Jate the character, by which the 
writers of our own country have 
been for a long time emmently 
known, as the detenders of retigion 
and morality. —The treatife “* On 
the CEconomieal Spirit of Govern- 
ment, by M. Boeimer de L’Orme,” 
wus written with a view to ailiit the 
honeit ftatefman in the great object 
of eilablifhing public happinels.— 
The fubjects on which the author 
treats, are, the right of property, 
and the origin of fociety, agricul- 
ture, arts, manufactures, commerce, 
and the different operaiions of go- 
vernment. Though we may not 
entirely approve of the fentiments 
of this writer, we think that many 
of his obfervations deferve the at- 
tention of perfons who fuliain pub- 
lic charaéters.—“* the Elementary 
Lectures on Mechanics, by the 
Abbe Jantet, Proteflor of Philofo- 
phy in the College of Dole, > are 
remarkable for their clearneis and 
precilion, and the accurate and exten- 
five knowledge of his fubyect, which 
the author difplays. The general 
laws of the balance he deauces 
from one fingle propolition. On 
the principle of equality of prefiure, 
he founds the laws of the equilibn- 
um of incomprefiible elattic fluids, 


and the laws of the equilibrium ot 


fluids with the folid bodies which 
are immerfed in them. And he 
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concludes his wfeful work with a 
general view of hydraulics, with 
fyme of the plaineh doctrines rela- 
tive to the motions of fluids in water. 
works.—In directing our attention 
to the productions in Natural Philos 
fophy, we fhall begin with “* The 
Hittory and Memonrs of the Royal 
Academy of Sciences at Paris, tor 
the year 1783,” which were pubs 
lithhed 1785. The divifions of thie 
work are, general phyfics, natural 
hitiory. and botany, chemiitry, me- 
teorology, and aftronomy. In ge- 
neral phyfics, we have a ftriking 
inflance of the zeal of M. Lavoi- 
fier for ufetul -difcoveries, in the 
patience with which he has gone 
through fome of the mott difgutting 
experiments, in order to arrive at 
truth. — In Natural Hitlory, Mr. Dau- 
benton’s ** Memoir on the Caufes 
which produce the Repre/entationof 
Trees, Shrubs, Plants, andotherruf- 
tic Figures, on certain Stones,”’ is par- 
ticularly interefling In Chemitiry, 
the communications of M. Lavoi- 
ficr and M. Berthollet, are the mot 
nuincrous and valuable; and in a- 
ftronomy, the theory of the attrac- 
tion of fpheroids and of the figure 
ot planets by M. de la Place, the 
memoir on the duration of the folar 
yeer by M. de la Lande, and the 
diflertation on the origin of the zo- 
diac, and the manner of explaining 
the twelve figns, by M. le Gentil, 
Picfixed to this volume we find the 
culogics of Sir John Piingle, Meff. 
D’Aoville, Bordenaue, Daniel Bar- 
noulli, De Monugni, Margraff, Du 
Hamel, and Vaucanfon, drawn with 
that elegance and nice difcernment of 
character which always diftinguifhes 
the bioeraphical iketches ot the mar- 
quis de Condorcet.—** The Hiltory 
and Memoirs ot the Royal Academy 
at Paris forthe Year 1733,” have 
alfo appeared, in which we have 
the noble iccretary’s culogics on 
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Meflrs. Hunter, Euler, Bezout, d’ 
Alembert, count de Trefian, and 
M. Wargentin. The eulogy on 
M. a’ Alembert has been compoted 
with particular ateention, and con- 
tains a judicious and conciic view 
of the principles of his philofophy, 
and a candid difeuffion of the cen- 
fures which have been pafied on his 
opinions. Of the Memoirs, the 
principal include the experiments 
of the abbé Teffier to thew the 
effe& of light on certain plants; 
reflections on phiogitton, as an 1l- 
fufiration of his theory on com- 
buttion and calcination and the 
a‘tion of fire, animated by ck- 
phlogitticated air, on the moit 
refractory mineral fub(tances, by 
the indefatigable M, Lavofier; a 
continuation of the refearches ot 
M. Vieq a’ Azyr concerning the 
firucture of the brain; on the 
Figure of the Earth, by M. de la 
Place; and tables of the births, 
marriages, and deaths at Paris, for 
the years 1781 to1784, andthrough 
the whole extent of France during 
the years 1781 and 1782, by the 
laft mentioned gentleman. —The firtt 
and fecond parts of the ** New Me- 
moirs of the Academy of Dijon, 
relative to the Sciences and Arts” 
contain, among many other inftruc- 
‘tive papers, an admirable Memoir 
on Medical Electricity by M. 
Camoy ; an Eafy Method of mea- 
furing the Quantity of Acid Me- 
phitic Gas, which is contained in 
Water, by M. de Morveau; on 
the contagious Qualities of fome 
kinds of Fluxions on the Breatt ; and 
on the remarkable Miit that happen- 
ed in June and July 1783, by M. 
Maret, Secretary of the Acade- 
my.—As we thould be carried be- 
yond our limits if we were to give 
@ particular account of all the works 
ymnatural philofophy, which have 
appeared in Fiance, we fhall con- 
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tent ourfelves with barely mention. 
ing the names of fome of them, 
that would, otherwife, be entitled to 
dittinét {pecification. Such are, ** Ay 
analytical Effay concerning Pure 
Air, and different Kinds of Air, by 
M. de la Metherié, M, D.; “ An 
Enquiry into the Nature and Effects 
of the Mephitic Vapour that arifes 
from Neeeflary Houfes by M, Hal- 
te ;”” ** Enquiries concerning the 
Direction of the magnetic Fluid, 
by M. Bruno ;”” ** Phytiological and 
philofophical Enquiries concerning 
Senfibility, or Animal Life, by M. 
de Seze, M. D.” * Concerning 
the Origin and Nature of animal 
Matter, by M. Rochaute;”? and 
‘¢ The praétical Science of navi- 
gable Canals, or the Theory ot 
their Conftruétion, by M. de 
Fer.”—In Natural Hiftory, M. de 
Bournon’s * Efflay on the Litho- 
logy of St. Stephen, in Fores, and 
on the Origin of Stone-coal; with 
Obfervations on Flints, Jafpers, &c.” 
is a very important work, which 
announces a new and curious fyitem 
re(pecting the origin of bitumi- 
nous fubttances, and cryftallizations. 
‘That of coal he attributes to an im- 
mente quantity of molufee and zoo- 
phytes, the acid of which animals, 
combioing with their oily matter, 
forms a bitumen, which penetrates 
the itrata adapted to receive it, and 
changes them tnto coal. Bur we have 
not room for an analylis of the 
whole of his theory.—--M. de 
Sauflure hath publtthed at Paris 
and Geneva, the fecond volume of 
his philofophical *¢ Travels through 
the Alps; together with an Effuy 
on the Natural Hittory of the en- 
virons of Geneva.’? Of this work, 


the great and deferved reputation otf 
the author hath led the public to 
entertain very high expectations ; 
and we will venture to fay, that they 
will net be difappointed. In many 
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of his journeys he was accompanied 
by Meflis. Trembley and Pietet, 
who greatly affiited him in his tra- 
vels, particularly in his experiments, 
relating tothe heights of the moun- 
tains. The Study of Nature, 
by J. Henry Bernardin de St. 

crre,” is a very curious and origi- 
nal production, which, notwithfand- 
ing its many eccentricities, difco- 
vers mening marks of great native 
genius, and accurate judicious ob- 
fervation, Itis, atthe fame time, 


recommended by a ftyle that is peev- 


liarly elegant‘and animated,—* The 
Memoirs of Agriculture,” publithed 
by the Royal Society of Agriculture 
at Paris, for the year 1785, con- 
tain feveral valuable papers, cal- 
culated for general ufe, by M. Par- 
mentier, the Marquis de Bullion, 
M. Ardoin, and Meflrs.. Thoin and 
Brouffonet.— In Hiftorical writing, 
the able Groificr’s * General Def- 
cription of China, contaiving an 
Account of the prelemt State of that 
Empire, &c.”? 18 a curious, infiruc- 
tive, and entertaining work. The 
author appears to have confulted the 
beit memoirs that have been publifl:- 
ed by the miffionaries, fent to that 
diftant country, and to have com- 
prefled their voluminous accounts 
with fuch judgment, that while he 
hath avoided unnecefiary details, he 
hath retained an accounr of every 
thing that is interefting to Ev- 
ropeans.—M. Bailly, who hath dif 
tinguifhed himéelf atresnanion 
an rapbical defctiptions of this 
labey ne enquiries loon the itate 
of its inhabitants, in periods previ- 
eus to tradijon, hath delivered to 
the Academy of Infcriptions -and 
Belles Lettres, a ‘* Memoir on the 
Chronology of the Indians.” This 
chronology he confiders to be au- 
thentic; and net inconfilient with 
the European, to which he endea- 
yours to reconcile it, We cannot 
3786. : 
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purfue our author through his inge- 
nious calculations ; but we wil pre- 
fent our readers with one of his ob- 


fervations, by which thofe who are’ 


fond of fuch ftudies, may have an 
Opportunity of examining in:o the 
ility of his fucceis; which 

is, that in the Indian language, the 
fame word fignifies a year, a mopth, 
and aday.—The ‘* Account, ac- 
companied with Engravings, of the 
ancient Grecks and Romans, and 
other contemporary Nations; in 
which the private Life, the Cuftoms 
and Ceremonice, the Arts and scien- 
ces, the Political and Military Stare 
of the Ancients are amply diicuffed, 
vol. I.”. is part of a work in which 
we are promifed a valuable collec- 
tion of antiquitics. And though 
we thirk that the fpecimen before 
us pofiefies too many marks of aflect- 
ation and obicurity, we are willing 
to do juftice to the abilitics and 
knowledge of the author, and to 
recommend his labours as a fource 
of initru¢tion and entertainment. 
The “ General Collection of parti- 
cular Memoirs relative to the Hil- 
tory of France,”’ is ftill continued, 
asf exhibits a circumflantial view of 
many interetting characters, events, 
and revolutions, Thofe already 
blithed come down to the firtt 
Book of the Memoirs of Philip de 
Cowmines.-—-The abbe Gerard’s 
s+ Letters from a Father to his Son, 
concetning the mott ee Facis 
and Events of Univerial Hiftory, 
vols, I, and 11.” contain an admir- 
able {election of fuch circumftances, 
in the hiftory of the world, as are 
moft worthy of attention, from the 
creation to the year 1209 before 
Chrift. The facility with which 
he conducts his reader through the 
labyrinth of antiquity, his. learned 
and judicious Hluflrations of every 
jnterefting period and cbyeét, and 
the ufeful moral leffons which he 
U cou- 
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continually inculcates, entitle his Ia- 
bours to a very high thare of com- 
mendation. We fhail be happy to 
attend our ingenious author through 
the remaining volumes of his agree- 
able and initructive work.—-M. de 
la Plice’s collection of ‘ Fugitive 
Pieces in Hittory and Literature,” 
do not appear to us to deferve the 
applaufe which hath been beftowed 
upon them. They are light and 
i and the authenticity of 
fome of the anecdotes which are 
inferted in them, can be admitred 
only by the mott weak and credul- 
ous minds. —M. Mayer's “ Travels 
through Switzerlind,” publithed at 
Paris and Amiterdam, are diitin- 
evifhed by many fenfible remarks, 
and jult reflections, particularly, on 
the Helvetic conftitution ; and de- 
ferve to be clalled with the beft de- 
fcriptioas which we have of that 
country. ¢t muft at the fame time 
be acknowledged, that he hath taken 
liberal advantage of the obfervations 
whieh have been made by preced- 
ing travellers. — In Clatlical Tranfla- 
tion, M. Larcher’s French veriion 
of * Herodotus, with hiilorical and 
eritical Obfervations and Remarks, 
&c.” is a work of great merit, 
which is deferving of, and will 
doubtlefs obtuin the approbation of 
the public.—Part of a new edition 
of Bromoy’s * Grecian Theatre, 
augmented by the entire Trantlation 
of the Greck ‘Tragedies and Come- 
dies, accompanied with Compari- 
fons, Oblervations, and critical Re- 
marks,” hath been publithed at 
Paris, by Metis. de Rochefort, and 
du Thiel. This edition is paiticu- 
harly valuable, on account of the 
learned and judicious obtervations of 
M. de Rochefort onthe genius and 
{pirit ot the Greeks in retpect to the 
drama, and his lite of ichylus. 
Weare forry, however, to learn, that 
this excelent critic renounces all 
8 
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further connection with this un- 
dertaking.—From count T rpin 
de Criffé, lieutenant-general of the 
king’s armies, &c. the French na- 
tion hath reccived a tranflation of 
‘* The Commentaries of Cxar,” 
enriched with hiftorical, critical, 
and military annotations and re. 
marks, in three volumes, quarto. 
In this fplendid and valuable work, 
the rext of Cafar is taken from the 
edition of Dr. Clarke; and the 
tranflation is that of Wailly, with 
corrections, The learned and live- 
ly author confines his remarks, 
chiefly, to the expeditions of his 
hero; in which he is led to point 
out his genius, capacity, and 
talents, the interefts and objects 
which he had in view, and his 
progreflive fteps in the accomplith- 
ment of them. In an introductory 
difcourfe our author engages, with 
reat fpirit, in maintaining the 

liaeaite of the military profetlion.— 
We fthall conclude our account of 
French literature, with announcing 
the publication of two elegant and 
beautiful performances, intended 
for the inftruétion and amufement 
of the younger claffes of readers. 
The firft is ** Numa Pompilius, 
Second King of Rome, by M. de 
Florian.” ‘his work is written in 
imitatin of Telemachus; and is 
intended to reprefent the life of a 
young prince, feduced for a time, 
y ambition and love, recovering 

from his delufion, convinced of his 
offences ayainft virtue and true 
glory, and becoming a wife and 
pacific fovereign. ‘The incidents 
in this piece, are entertaining and 
affectiny ; and it delivers leflons of 
pure mortality, in a pleafing and 
ayrecable form.<The other publie 
cation to which We referred, con- 
fills of ** Idyls, or Rural Stories 
by Mademoitelle Levefque.” Thefe 
idyls defcribe in unatiected and 
charming 
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charming language, the innocence 
and happinefs of rural life; and 
are adapted to cherifh the lovely 
affeftions of virtue in the tender 
mind. 

In Spain, the fpirit of enquiry 
and improvement, is making a 
rapid and uncommon progrefs. Of 
this fact we have fatisfactory teitimo- 
ny in the patriotic encouragements 
offered by the GEconomical Society 
at Madrid, for the beft publications 
on fubjects of national benefit and 
importance. Though it be net in 
perfect confiftency with our plan, 
we cannot deny ourlelves the plea- 
fure of laying before the public, 
two of the fubjects which they have 
propofed, as they contain {ftriking 
marks of the revolution in fentiment 
and tafte, which is taking place in 
that kingdom, The firft is delivered 
in the following queftion; What 
is the true Spirit of a Legiflation 
favourable to Agriculture, Induf- 
try, Arts, and the Commerce of a 
great Kingdom? The other is for 
a differtation which fhal!l thew, in 
the moft farisfactory manner, the 
prejudice which a perpetual entail 
of a funded debt will bring on a 





(299] 


kingdom; and which will peint 
out the beft means to check and 
repair a misfortune moft cons 
veniently, without producin 
evils. ~-With pect to S Spanifh 
literature, we have to announce 
a continuation of the “ Memoirs 
on Agriculture, Commerce, In- 
duftry, Gconomy, and experimen. 
tal Chemiftry,” S D. Michel Je- 
rome Suarez, and “ The V. 
and VI. volumes of the Spanith 
Flora,” originally vndertaken b 

D, Jofeph Quer, and pec | 
fince his death, by Don Cazimir 
Gomes de Ortega. Thefe works 
are executed on a large fcale, with 
uncommon induftry and care. The 
former, in satdcelan, is exceeding- 
a and valuable.—Befide 
thefe, we have regeived an account 
of a ** Memoir of the Abbé Ca- 
vanilles, of the kingdom Vadentia, 
reciting his Experiments on the Fi- 
bres, &c. of malvaceous Plants,” 
of which he has made ufeful cords 
and twine, The pieces which he 
found beft adapred to his purpofe 
were, the fida aburilon of Lionaus, 
an@ the malvacri{pa. 
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